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Zygnema. 


167 

Sus barbatus . 

... 
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Caesalpinia Linn. 

A gfenus of trees, shrubs and woody climbers belonging* to the 
family Caesalpiniaceae. The name perpetuates the memory of 
Andreas Caesalpinius, 1519-1603, an Italian botanist. 

The Caesalpiniaceae, at one time considered to be a section of 
the Leguminosae, but now accepted by most botanists as a distinct 
family, is a very well defined group of plants. Its flowers are 
intermediate between the regular flowers of Mimosaceae and the 
extremely irregular flowers of Papilionaceae. The fruit, however, 
is the characteristic and familiar pod. of the sweet pea family. 

The genus Caesalpinia is well represented in India and seve¬ 
ral of the indigenous species as well as some exotics are culti¬ 
vated in Indian gardens on account of their showy flowers and 
handsome foliage. The family comprises trees, shrubs and woody 
prickly climbers. The leaves are large and abruptly biplnnate. 
The flowers which are usually yellow, sometimes red, are arranged 
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in large many-flowered racemes. The calyx consists of five seg¬ 
ments which are imbricate in the bud. The petals are orbicular 
in shape with a distinct claw. Stamens ten in number, free. The 
ovary is sessile upon a disk and is usually few-ovuled. Pod various, 
sometimes covered with spines. 


Kev to T^^E Species. 


Sttimens very long, much exceeding' the petals. 

Stamens 3-5 in. long; sepals hairy on the margins, flowers 
yellow. 

C. Gilliesit. 

St.'imens less than 3 in. long; sepitls glabrous, flowers 
red, red and yellow or yellow. 

C. pulcherrinia. 

.Stamens not very long, hardly exceeding the petals. 

Pod prickly. 

C. Hotiducello. 

Pod not prickly, dry. 

Pod flat. 

I..arge shrub or small tree. 

C. sappati. 

Climbing shrubs. 

Leaflets 2-3 pairs. 

C. }iuga. 

Leaflets 8-12 pairs. ' 

C. .sepiarm. 

Pod twisted. 

Climber; flowers in racemes. 

Large shrub or tree; flowers in dense panicle. 

C. dtgyna. 

C. (on art a. 


Caesalpitlia Oilliesii Wall. 

Bird of Paradise. 

(Called after Dr. Gillies who ihtroduced to Kew? in 1929 from 
South America). 

Description .—^An erect shrub attaining a height of 6-7 feet. 

Branches round, striate, covered with small, circular, raised len- 
ticels, nearly glabrous but sometimes covered with short, crisped, 
white hairs. Leaves alternate, compound, up to i ft. long, sti¬ 
pulate, bipinnatc; stipules at the base of the main rhachis, ovate- 
acuminate in shape, ciliate or laciniate on the margins. Leaves 
abruptly bipinnate; pinnae opposite or alternate, up to 1.5 in. long, 
without stipellae; rhachis of the pinnae slightly swollen at the base. 
I^eaflets oblong, 1/6 in. long, rounded at both ends, shortly pe- 
tioluled, rather thick, with a definite row of black glands inside 
each margin on both surfaces. 

Flowers arranged in a terminal raceme, rhachis thick, 
woolly and covered with numerous ral-stalked glands. Individual 
flowers pedicellate, each pedicel being supported by an oavte-acu- 
minate deciduous bract which is hairy and glandular on the back 
and glandular-subulate-laciniate on the margins; pedicel of the 
open flowers 75 in. long. Calyx-tube short, turbinate, i/6 in. long, 
glandular and hairy; calyx-lymb of five equal oblong seg¬ 
ments covered on back and margins with flat-topped, shortly 
stalked glands, hairy outside, glabrous inside, about '5 in. long, 
Petals five, of a beautiful yellow colour, shortly clawed, seated 
on the margin of the calyx-tube 1*5 in. long, obcordate in shape. 
Stamens lo, free, arising from the top of the calyx-tube; filaments 
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4^5 in. long, crimson in coloyr, glabrous. Anthers oblong, ver¬ 
satile. Ovary seated at the bottom of the calyx-tube, shortly 
stipitate, hairy, prolonged into a long style with a capitate 
stigma. Fruit a falcate, leathery pod, beaked, 2*5 in. long. 



Fig. I. —Cacsalptnia Gilliesii Wall, xi 


Flowers ,—Hot and rainy season. Fruits, —^July-August. 

Disirihution .—Native of Mendoza, South America, now fre¬ 
quently cultivated in all tropical and subtropical parts of the 
world. 

Gardening ,—A very hardy shrub reaching up to 7 ft. in Dehra, 
with graceful feathery, bipinnate foliage of small leaflets. It 
flowers profusely during the hot and rainy seasons, the flowers 
being of a pale-yellow colour, the petals seldom fully expanding 
but the long stamens which are crimson in colour protrude. 
After two seasons or so the plant is apt to decay and look un¬ 
sightly; it is consequently advisable to replace it by fresh seed. 
In Dehra Dun and elsewhere in this country the pods are fre¬ 
quently attacked by a borer which destroys the seeds. They 
should, therefore, be covered with muslin to protect them from 
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the ravages of these insects. Easily raised from seed sown dur¬ 
ing the rains or even earlier. According to Sir W. J. Hooker 
it was introduced by Dr. Gillies into the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, in 1829. It is popularly known as Dr. Gillies Poinciana^ 
as Hooker, when the plant was first discovered, described it as 
Poinciana GUliesii. It is a hardy ' plant and can be grown out 
of doors ‘in England. 

Caesalpinia pulcherrima Swartz. 

Dwarf Poinciana; Barbados Pride; Peacock flower. 

(Pulcherrima means most beautiful in Latin). 

Description. —handsome shrub reaching 6 ft. in height. 
Branches smooth, green or glaucous, glabrous, shining, with a 
few prickles here and there. Leaves abruptly bipinnate, stipulate, 
up to 1*5 ft. long; pinnae 6-12 pairs, opposite, with small stipel- 
lae at the base, up to 3 in. long; leaflets oblong, *5 in. long, 
oblique at the base, emarginate at the apex with the midrib pro¬ 
duced as a short mucro, very shortly stalked; each leaflet with 
a very small pair of stipels at the base of the stalk. 

Flowers arranged in an erect terminal raceme. Flowers pedi- 
celled; the pedicels of the fully opened flower being up to 4 in. 
long; pedicels supported at the base by a rapidly deciduous, lan¬ 
ceolate-acuminate bract, *i in. long, which can be seen at the 
apex of the raceme surrounding the young flowers. Calyx-tube 
turbinate, 2 in. long, glabrous; limb 4-partite, one sepal 
larger than the others, hooded, glabrous, coloured red or orange 
in the bud. Petals about *75 in. long, distinctly clawed; limb 
orbicular in shape, often lobed on the margins, variously colour¬ 
ed in red and gold, very often claw and centre of limb crimson, 
red or golden-red, with a narrow margin of gold. Stamens 10, 
free, seated on the margin of the calyx-tube; filaments long, red, 
rather thick at the base where they are covered with white hairs, 
2*25 in. long, tapering to the versatile anthers. Ovary seated 
on a short gynophore arising from the base of the calyx-tube, 
glabrous, compressed, terminating in a long yellowish red style. 
Pod nearly straight, narrow and thin, 2-3 in. long. 

Flowers. —Hot and rainy seasons. Fruits. —Cold season. 

Distribution. —Native country uncertain, perhaps South Ame¬ 
rica. Extensively cultivated throughout the tropics. 

Gardening. —^A hardy, drought resistent, showy shrub up to 
6 ft. or so in height. It flowers profusely during the hot and 
rainy season making the plant very ornamental. It should be 
cut in closely in the cold season, as it is apt to grow very strag¬ 
gly and becomes unsightly. It can hardly stand the cold of the 
Punjab but flourishes there and in the United Provinces better 
in the hot and rainy seasons than in Bengal. It is better to re¬ 
place old plants every now and then by fresh plants raised from * 
seed. This plant starts to flower as early as 8 months old. It 
is best suit^ for growing on lawns and for hedging. Easily 
raised from seed which it produces abundantly. According to 
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Rheede, Hortus Malabaricus, it was in the gardens of India in 
i68o- It was introduced into Holland from Amboyna about the 
year 1670. On account of its showy flowers and attractive, finely 
divided foliage, this plant is a great favourite in all tropical .and 
subtropical countries* Although this shrub will thrive in poor 
soil, an application of manure or chemical fertilizer may be given to 
advantage causing it to make more vigorous growth and give 
better and larger heads of flowers. 

C. pulcherrima Sw. var. flava Hort. A race with bright yellow 
flowers, not nearly so handsome as the type. It is called ‘Radha 
chura’ in this country, the red race being named as ‘Krishna 
chura’. 

Medicinal and economic uses .—Burkill {Economic Products of 
the Malay Peninsula) remarks that this plant has.a few medicinal 
uses in the Dutch Indies. The pounded roots are said to be useful 
in cases of infantile qonvulsions. The flowers are used as a 
remedy for intestinal worms, for coughs and chronic catarrh. The 
leaves are reputed to have a purgative action, and also to be 
abortificient. A decoction of the leaves is said to be useful in 
cases of fever. 

Caesalplnia Bonducella Fleming [C. crista Linn.]. 

Fever-N ut; Physic-Nut. 



Fig. 2.'^Caesalpinia Bonducella Fleming, xj 
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Description ,—A prickly shrub, rambling* or scandent. Branches 
moxe or less covered with short, soft hairs and armed with stout, 
sharp, straight or recurved prickles. Leaves compound in., 

long, abruptly bipinnate, with the rhachis often produced as a 
short mucro; rhachis stout, covered with very short brown hairs 
and bearing sharp recurved prickles; pinnae up to t 6 pairs, oppo¬ 
site ; base of the rhachis of the pinnae with recurved stipellate spines. 
Stipules large, foliaceous, often lobed. Leaflets 6-10 pairs seated on 
very short pedicels with a pair of recurved prickles ^t the base, 
somewhat oblique at the base, oblong or elliptic, obtuse with the 
midrib produced as a short mucro, glabrous or sparsely hairy 
above, puberulous below. 

Flowers arranged in axillary or terminal racemes, bracteate; 
bracts linear-lanceolate, tip subulate, ‘4-‘5 in. long, covered with 
rusty-brown hairs. Flowers' pedicelled; pedicel *2-*3 in. long, 
rusty tomentose. Calyx-tube very short; lobes 5, •2-'3 in. long, 
rusty tomentose on both surfaces. Petals 5, golden yellov\ or the 
uppermost sometimes spotted with red, oblanceolate in shape. 
Stamens 10; filaments short, hardly exceeding the petals, covered 
with white hairs below. Ovary seated on a short gynophore which 
comes from the base of the calyx-tube. Pod broadly elliptic in 
shape, beaked, coriaceous, 2-3 in. long; covered all over with 
sharp wiry prickles. ^ . . 

F/owers.-^Aug’Ust-Septcmber. Fruits ,—Cold season. 

Distribution .—Wild or naturalized throughout the tropics. 

Gardening .—A scandent prickly shrub with yellow flowers 
which are.produc^l during the rains. It is commonly met with 
in a wild state in abandoned village sites o’* in hedges. It makes an 
effective hedge-plant. Propagated easily from seed. 

Medicinal and economic uses .—This plant, which bears the 
Sanskrit name of ‘Pulikaranja’, has long enjoyed a reputation for 
medicinal properties and was well known to Clusius and Rumphius. 
The leaves -and seeds possess a substance known as bonducin of 
which the properties are not yet fully known. /Fhe substance is 
extremely bitter and appears to be absent from the roots. In India 
the seeds as well as the leaves are much used in native medicine 
to relieve colic, fever, hydrocele, diarrhoea and rheumatism. 

Caesalpitlia Sappan Linn. 

Sappan Wood. 

(The specific name comes from its local name, sepang, in Java). 

Description .—^A thorny, shrubby tree reaching a height of about 
20 ft. and a diameter of 6-10 in. Leaves up to 18 in. long, stipu¬ 
late alternate, with 16-24 pinnae, each 4-6 in. long. Leaflets 20- 
36, chartaceous, • oblong, very oblique at the base, almost sessile, 
rounded and slightly erharginate at the apex, glabrous above, 
puberulous below. 

Flowers in panicled racemes, 12-16 in. long; separate racemes 
4-6 in. long. Calyx-tube short, bowl-shaped; lobes *4 in. long, 5 
in number. Petals S, orbicular^ :3 in. .long, yellqw; base of up- 
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per petal pink. Stamens lo free, arising from the lip of the calyx- 
tube; filaments white, woolly in the lower half. Ovary stipitatc, 
grey-velvety. Pod woody, oblong, flattened, 3-4 in. long, 1-5-2 
in. wide, polished, brown, beaked. 



Fig. j^.-'Caesalpinia Suppau Linn. 


Flowers ,—Rainy .sea.son. Fruits ,—Cold season. 

Disfribuiion .—From India throughout Malaysia. 

Gardettiug, —A large thorny, shrub quite ornamental when 
laden with its large panicles of yellow flowers. Easily propagated 
from seed which it pi'oduces abundantly. 

Medicinal and economic' uses .—The wood yields a beautiful red 
dye which is used to colour silk. The dye is also used for colour¬ 
ing starch which is scattered on the occasion of the Holi festival. 

Caesatpinia nus^a Ait. 

Description, —A stiff, wiry, prickly climber with a blackish 
bark and few prickles. Leaves alternate with small stipules, 
bipinnate, 6-12 in. long, with 6-8 pinnae, often much less on flower¬ 
ing branches, rhachis with recurved spines. Rhachis of the pinnae 
with recurved stipular spines at the base. Leaflets 2-3 pairs, light 
green above, rather pale below, coriaceous, ovate or elliptic, acute 
or obtuse, 1-2*5 long, *5 to i in, wide. 
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Inflorescence a panicle of racemes; racemes racemosely arrang¬ 
ed up to 6 in. long. Flowers fragrant, seated on pedicels, *3 in. 
long. Calyx broadly obconic, very short (*i in. long), smooth, 
glabrous, lo-ribbed; limb consisting of 5 sepals, oblong, smooth 
and glabrous. Petals 5, yellow, clawed; limb orbicular crumpled;, 
upper spotted with red; stamens ten, free; filaments hardly longer 
than the petals, dilated at the base and woolly below; anthers 
versatile. Ovary seated on an oblique gynophore, elliptic-com¬ 
pressed, sparsely hairy; style short. Pod turgid, beaked, indehis- 
cent, 2 in. long. 



Fig. 4 .—Caesalpinia nuga Ait. x | 


Flowers, —May-October. Fruits, Cold season. 

Distribution ,—^Found from Bengal to the Pacific, chiefly along 
the coast, but also inland. 

Gardening ,—vigorous prickly climber with yellow flowers 
which against the glossy green leaves appear quite ornamental. 
Readily propagated by seed which (as in all other species of this 
genus) should be well soaked in warm water for some hours be¬ 
fore sowing. 

Medicinal and economic uses ,—^The roots of this plant are 
stated to be diuretic by Watt. The same authority remarks that 
the roots as well as the roasted seeds are used externally as well 
as internally in diseases of the eye. In India the lac insect feeds 
on this plant. 
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Cacsalp'niia sappfn? I-inn. 
New Forest, Dehra Dim. 


M. X, IUkshi 
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Caesalpinia sepiaria Roxb. 

The Mysore-thorn. 

[Sepiaria is derived from the Latin verb saepio, to surround 
with a hedge, as this plant is often used as an impenetrable hedge). 

Description.—A branchy scrambling or scandent shrub with 
dark red bark; branches glabrous or covered with dense rusty 



Fig. 5.— Caei>alpima sepiaria Ko.\l>. Xa 


or golden-brown pubescence. Prickles numerous, recurved, stout. 
Leaves compound, bipinnate, up to i ft. long, stipulate; stipules 
small, caducous. Pinnae opposite, stalked with a pair of recurved 
stipular thorns at the base, 6-10 pairs; leaflets rather thin, 8-12 
pairs, shortly stalked, opposite, oblong, obtuse at both ends, em- 
arginate at the apex, puberulous on the lower surface, green 
above, pale below. 

Inflorescence a terminal, erect raceme, many-flowered. Indivi¬ 
dual flowers set obliquely on pedicles 1*25 in. long; pedicels as¬ 
cending. Main rhachis of the raceme and pedicels fulvous hairy. 
Calyx-tube a broad inverted cone, fulvous hairy, lo-ribbed, *15 in. 
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long-. Sepals 5, oblong, covered outside with golden hairs, glab¬ 
rous inside, '3. in. long. Petals 5, obovate-obtuse, ‘5 in. long 
yellow, becoming refiexed as the flower opens fully to expose the 
bases of the filaments. Stamens 10, free, arising from the lip of 
the calyx tube. Filaments flattened at the base and distinctly 
woolly, *4 in. long; anthers versatile. Ovary seated on an oblique 
gynophore arises from the base of the calyx-tube, flattened-oblong, 
hairy. Style short. Pod beaked, 3-5 in. long, woody, glabrous, 
recurved, indehiscent, with the upper suture expanded into a nar¬ 
row wing. 

Flowers. —March-Jfune. Fruits. —Rainy season. 

Distribution. —Indigenous and naturalized throughout India 
and Burma (ascending to 5,000 ft. in Jaunsar), extending to Cey¬ 
lon, the Malay Archipelago, China and Japan. 

Gardening. —A large prickly climber. The large racemes of 
bright yellow flowers make a fine show. It makes an excellent 
hedge plant. Easily raised from seed. 

Medicinal and economic uses. —This creeper, thanks to its prickly 
nature and very close mode of growth, is much used by Nagas 
as one of their village defences. The Nagas of Henima in days 
gone by, grew it very thickly around the village- The branches 
were erected on forked poles over the paths into the villagi' 
during the day while at night the poles were removed and the 
creeper laid on the ground forming an impenetrable barrier to 
any marauder. This creqper may be seen to this day near the vil¬ 
lage entrance of most Angami villages. 

The bark is said to be used for tanning in South India It 
is also stated that the lac insect feeds on this species. 

Caesalpinia digyna Rottl. 

Description. —A large, scandent, prickly shrub Bark dark 
brown or dark red with plentiful, strong, recurved prickles. 
Leaves alternate, compound, bipinnate, stipulate, 6-12 in. long, 
with 8-12 pairs of pinnae: stipules lanceolate, small, caducous; 
rhachis sparsely hairy or glabrescent. Pinnae up to 2 in. long, 
shortly petioled at the base, with a pair of stipular thorns. Leaflets 
7-10 pairs, *3 in. long, rounded at the top, slightly and obliquely 
cordate at the base, very shortly stalked; rhachis hairy. 

Flowers yellow, arranged in terminal or supra-axillary racemes. 
Individual flowers numerous, seated on pedicels up to -8 in. long; 
bracts very small, caducous. Calyx-tube very short, almost sal¬ 
ver-shaped, glabrescent with age; sepals five, oblong, hooded, 
rounded at the top, imbricate in the bud, the upper arching over 
the others and falling as the flower opens. Petals 5, inserted on 
the lip of the calyx-tube, orbicular, obovate or oblong, rounded at 
the apex, very shortly clawed, -25 in. long. Stamens 10, free, 
inserted on the lip of the calyx-tube; filaments dilated at the base 
and very woolly. Pod fleshy, shortly stipitate, 1*5-25 in. long, 
beaked, 1-2 seeded, twisted- 
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Flowers. —Rainy season. Fruits* —Cold season. 

Distribution. —Found in India, extending to the Malay Penin¬ 
sula and Ceylon. 



Fig. 6.— Caei^alpinta dtfiyna fRottl. xl 

Gardening. —A large woody prickly climber. It flowers abun¬ 
dantly during the rains, the petals being: Vellow streaked with red. 
Propagation is by seeds which are very *^ard and must be kept in 
hot water overnight or filed or injured in some other way before 
they will germinate. 

Medicinal and economic uses. —^The pods of this plant contain an 
excellent tanning material. The roots are said to be of use in 
phthisis and scrophulous affections. 

Caesalpinia coriaria Willd. 

The Divi-divi plant; American Sumach. 

{Coriaria is a Latin word derived from corium, a hide or skin, 
and refers to the use of the pods of this plant as a tanning 
material). 

Description. —A large bush or sometimes a small tree with mi- 
mosa-like foliage on unarmed stems. Leaves compound, bipinnate; 
pinnae impari- or pari-pinnate, up to 6 in. long. Leaflets very 
numerous and narrow, *25 in. long, linear, green above, pale below, 
slightly obliquely-cordate at the base, emarginatc at the apex, 
shortly stalked; main rhachis and rhachis of the pinnae hairy. 
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Fbwers arranged in axillary and terminal dense panicles up 
to 2 in. long. Individual flowers on short pedicels, bud *3 in. 
long. Calyx-tube qiinute; lobes 5, oblong, rounded at the 
top, 1/6 in. long. Petals 5, inserted on the lip of the calyx-tube, 
spatheate, yellow. Stamens ’lo, free, arising from the lip of the 
calyx-tube, dilated at the base and hairy in the lower half; anthers 
versatile. Ovary stipitate, glabrous; style short. Pod twisted, 
thin, up to 3 in- long by -5 in. wide. 



Fig. 7 .—Caesalpmia coriaria Willd. Xj 


Flowers. —Sept.-Oct. Fruits. —Cold season. 

Distribution. —Native of the West Indies and Central America, 
now grown in gardens in this country. 

Gardening. —spreading umbrella-shaped tree with dark green 
foliage and delightfully scented pale yellow flowers, suitable for 
planting in compounds. It is easily raised from seed, but is rather 
sensitive to frost. 

Medicinal and economic uses. —^The pods of this tree contain a 
powerful tanning material and it is much cultivated in South India. 


{To be continued.) 


FIELD NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF COASTAL ARAKAN 
AND THE FOOTHILLS OF THE YOMAS. 


BY 

Lt-Gen. Sir Philip Christison, bt., k.b.e., c.b., d.s.o., m.c., 

B.A., M.B.O.U.y 

Major A. Buxton, m c., and 
Major A. M. Emmet, b.a., 

ASSISTED BY 

Dillon Ripley, ph.d. (U.S.A.) 

These notes have been compiled during the Arakan campaigns 
oi* 1943 to 1945. 

Subspecific names have not been added as we were unable to 
secure a series for comparison, owing to lack of suitable ammuni¬ 
tion. Doubtful species, however, were shot for identification. 

These notes deal with the sandy beaches, tidal waterways, 
mangrove swamps, scrub-covered islands, the villages and paddy- 
fields, and the foothills up to 2,000 ft, which rise from the coastal 
region often almost directly, and are covered with a variety of 
dense mixed tropical jungle, with scrub, or with pure bamboo 
jungle. 

In the dry season, December to May, fresh water is very scarce 
and local, and practically all the hill streams are dry. In the 
monsoon, June to November, the rainfall is very heavy, averaging 
some 190 inches. 

It is hoped that these notes may provide a foundation for a 
more critical study of the avifauna of Arakan at some future date, 
and may prove of value in the preparation of the second edition 
of the Birds of Burma. 


ORDER: PASSERES. 
Family : Corvidae. 

Corvtti macrarhynclios. Jungle Crow. 

Common. 


C. iplendeiis. House Crow. 

Common about the village and tidal waters. Indian and Burmese races are 
found together in North Ramree Island. Akyab, Myebon, and Baronga Island. 
South of this area only the Burmese race is found. 

Ciua chioeatit. Green Magpie. 

Foothills. One in May, blue being dominant colour. One in November 
in fresh green plumage in Ngakyedauk Pass. 
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‘ Ocatrocitta ragrtmte. Indian Tree Pie. 

Common in the low ground. 

HgpriilQS leucotta* Burmese Jay. 

Sparsely distributed in the jungles North and South of Ruywa. 

^ Family : Timaliidae. 

Qairalax pectCN'alla. Black-gorgetted Laughing Thrush. 

Local in hill jungle, and even at sea L‘vel in winter. 

PeUaratun raficeps. Spotted Babbler. 

Common in open Igwer jungle. 

Argya earlll. Striated Babbler. 

Old grassy rice furrows. Scarce. 

A. looflrostrls. Slender-billed Babbler. 

Fairly common in low ground. 

Timatla plleata. Red-capped Babbler. 

Local in foothills. Found nesting in June. 

Chryaanna sinensis. Yellow-eyed Babbler. 

Local in scrub jungle near the coast, and in patches of open country out 
of cultivation. 

Mixornfs rubricapilla. Yellow-breasted Babbler. 

Common in the jungle. 

Ponialorhinas faypolencus. Arakan Scimitar Babbler. 

Scarce. Foothills of Mayu Range in bamboo. 

Aeglthina tiphia. The lora. 

Common in open jungle and round camps. 

Cllloropsis Jardoni. Jerdon’s Chloropsis. 

Very uncommon. Low ground villages only in North Arakan. 

C. anrllirons. Gold*fronted Chloropsis. 

Common in foothills and round camps. This is the common Chloropsis 
of Arakan. 

C* cochincbloeiisis. Burmese Chloropsis. 

Uncommon. None seen North of Tamandu on Dalet Chaung. 

Family : Pycnonotidae. , 

Malpastas cafer. Red-vented Bulbul. 

Very common. 

OtoCMpsa Jocosa. Red-whiskered Bulbul. 

Very common. 

0* flavlyciltris. Black-crested Yellow Bulbul. 

Common in the foothills. 
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lole ?ires€eos. Olive Bulbul. 

Occurs in the thick Yoma jungle. Very secretive. 

Alcmitt leitcogrwiilicaf • Striated Green Bulbul. 

, Apparently locally migrant as not observed in April-October. One 5 Jan¬ 
uary. One 7 March. 

MlcrotArsttS atriceps. Black-headed Bulbul. 

Rare winter visitor. 

MIcrotcella paaroldea. Black Bulbul. 

♦ 

Apparently a winter visitor from the higher hills. Latest 21 Marcli. 
Crlsiger flaveotoa. White-throated Bulbul. 

Sparsely distributed along the coastal hill jungles, and in winter along 
the coastal belt. Seen in parties of up to 10. 

Family : Turdidak. 

Saxicola caprata. Pied Bushchai. 

Common round th»' coasts! villages. 

S. torqaata. Stonechat. 

Winter visitor to the coastal strip October-March. 

Eoicarus Immaculatas. Black-backed Forktail. 

Common. The only Forktail seen. 

Calliope calliope. Ruby throat. 

W’inter visitor. Leaves in early March. 

Copeycfaue eaalarls. Magpie Robin. 

Very common. 

Klttaclacla malabarlca. Shama. 

Uncommon, but occurs as its song has been heard on one or two occa¬ 
sions, and one observed 25 October. Probably nesting in June and July. 

Monticola claclorbyncba. Blue-headed Rock Thrush. 

Sparse winter visitor. Earliest 24 September. Latest 24 April. 

HI. SoiJtaria. Eastern Blue Rock Thrush. 

Earliest i October, latest 5 May. Common in winter. 

Mlyophonus caeraleas. Whistling Thrush. 

Winter visitor to the hill streams, being locally migrant as they dry up, 

Qeokichla cllriaa. Orange-headed Ground Thrush. 

One in a bamboo thicket 12 March. Another 10 February. 

Family : Muscicapidae. 

Matcicapa parva. Red-breasted Flycatcher. 

Very common in winter. First arrival 30 September. Latest 30 April. 

IHatcIcapafa rabecaloidea. Blue-throated Flycatcher. 

Common winter visitor to the foothills. 
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Clilicica^ CCyloflMSii. Grey-headed Flycatcher. 

Winter visitor in fair numbers to the thicker jungle from the higher hills. , 

Alsessix latirostrls. Brown Flycatcher. 

Sparsely distributed in the heavier* jungle. 

fienipns plcatat. Pi«>d Shrike. 

One 12 November, Mayu. 

RMpidnra aureola. Whitc-browed Fantail Flycatcher. 

Sparsely distributed about village gardens. 

Hypotfiymis asurea. Black-naped Flycatcher. 

Sparsely distributed in the bamboo and thicker shadier jungles. 

Tchitra paradiel. Paradise Flycatcher. 

On winter passage from Duars. Chestnut phase of plumage usual, but one 
• in white phase seen 10 November. 

Family : Laniidak. 

Laaiot CrlStatttS. Brown Shrike. 

Very common in winter. First arrivals 6 September. Latest 4 May., 

L. aepaleasis. Grey-backed Shrike. 

Winter only. 

L« aasotos. Black-headed Shrike. 

One 31 October. One 15 November in foothills. 

L. cotluroidci. Burmese Shrike. 

Winter visitor from 3 October to foothills. 

Tephrodoroit poadlcerlanus. Wood-Shrike. 

.Sparsely distributed around villages. One 7 July. A pair 5 January. 

Family : Campbphagidae. 

PerIcrocotttS roseus. Rosy Minivet. 

Several flocks seen and specimens secured in March and April. 

P. peregriauf. Little Minivet. 

A few flocks observed in the open jungles in October contained only males. 
Breeds in the Casuarina trees on the coast north of Akyab and at Teknaf. Also 
seen at Riiywa. 

P. ftpeclutOf. Scarlet Minivet. 

A pair on the Mayu Range 7 November. Resident. 

LulafC pyktfti. Black-headed Cuckoo-shrike. 

Winter visitor in small numbers arriving about mid-October, leaving In 
April. 

OrtUCilus a^ilattdtue. Large Cuckoo-shrike. 

Common among the wood oil trees in the lower jungles. 
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Family : Artamidab. 

ArtiiDliB ftttCllS. Ashy Swallow-shrike. 

Common. 

Family : Dicruridab. 

Dicmrnt microcerciis. King Crow. 

Common in the North. Scarce and local South of Maungdaw. 

D. leacopbisiis. Ashy Drongo. 

Pair 13 October, One 21 January. Sparse winter visitor, 
diaptia aenea* Bronzed Drongo. 

Thick jungle. Very local, but usually to be seen in same area. 

Ditfenuras paradiieoa. Large Racket-tailed Drongo. 

Common in deciduous jungle. 

Bhrlaga remifer. Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo. 

Less common than the last named. 

Chibla botteatotta. Hair-crested Drongo. 

The most common of all the Drongos and well distributed. 

Family : Sylvidae. 

Acrocephalat itcatoreas. Great Reed Warbler. 

Local winter visitor to suitable reed-beds and clumps of pine-apple. In full 
song, I May at Akyab. 

A. agricola. Paddyfield Wdrbler. 

Rather scarce. Local winter visitor. 

A. dametorttm. Blyth’s Reed Warbler. 

As above. 

Megalaraa palostril. Striated Marsh Warbler. 

Common in the coastal belt from about 10 October to 15 April. 

Ortbotomus satorioi. Tailor Bird. 

Common. 

Fraakltoia gracilif, Franklin’s Wren-warbler. 

Common in scrub jungle. 

Mala flavlveolria. 'V'ellow-bellied Wren-warbler. 

Common in coastal plain in winter. 

Ciaticala laacldia. The Streaked Fantail Warbler. 

Fairly common in the coastal plain. Resident. 

iloreltef braHaifroat. Rufus-capped Bush Warbler. 

Common winter visitor to scrub jungle. 

Pbylloacopas fascatas. Dusky willow warbler. 

Common in winter in the coastal swamps. 

2 
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Family : Irenidab. 

IrM^clla. Fairy Bluebird. . - . 

Small parties of 5 or 6 seen on several occasions, in the tall trees in thick 
mixed jungle. Common in the Mayu .Range. 

Family : Oriomdab. ... ^ 

Orielus xanthomas. Black-headed OHolo. 

Common. 

O . cblnensis. Black-naped Oriole. 

One 15 March. Pair nesting April in Yoma foothills. Uncommon and not 
seen in the coastal belt. One at Akyab 12 April. 

Family : Graculipab. 

Oracoia relifiosa. Indian Crackle. 

Fairly common where there are high trees in the open/ 

Family : Sturj^idab. 

Aplonis panayensif. Glossy Stare. 

Very local. Nests in old holes of woodpeckers in May. One found at sea- 
level and watched till young hatched. 

Stnrnla malaharlca. Grey-headed Myna. 

Common.' 

AcrMatherea trJstif. Common Myna. 

Very common. 

iCtfaispSar fuscaa. Jungle Myna. 

Very common. 

Storoopastor coatra. Pied Myna. 

Veiy common. 

Qracapica bornaalcoa, Jerdon’s Myna. 

Flock of 20, 15 October in foothills. 

Family : Ploceidae. 

Ploccos lafortanattti. Eastern Weaver Bird. 

Common. 

P. oiaayar. Striated Weaver Bird. 

Very local in reed-beds, but occurs in suitable localities and breeds. 

Loachofl pOBCtttlata. Spotted Munia. 
winter visitor in small flocks. 

L. Striata. Striated Munia. 

Common. in dodcs in the foothills April-January and in late September, 
Absent in the monsoon and in winter. 
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L* Chestnut-betiied Munia. 

Very common. Nest with eggs 32 November shows this species is not ne¬ 
cessarily a pre-monsocm neater. 

Family: Frimgillidab. 

Famr deoiettictta. House Sparrow. 

Common around villages. 

P.flavcetOB. Pegu House Sparrow. 

Very local. Observed on the islands off the coast at Ruywa in March, 
and one cock watched near Ruywa on the mainland. 

Enberisaaiiresla. Yellow-breasted Bunting. 

Singly and in flocks in winter and on passage. 

Family : Hirundinidab. 

Riparlt riparla. Eastern Sand-Martin. 

A few in winter only. 

R. palildIcoU. Indian Sand-Martin. 

Common^ 

Hirnade rnitlca. Eastern Swallow. 

Very common in winter. 

H.tyBeri. Tytler’s Swallow. 

Common in winter. 

H.daiirlca. Red-rumped Swallow. 

Common in winter. 

H.aoiltilii. Wire-tailed Swallow. 

Fairly common in winter. 

Family : Motacillidab. 

Oeodfanasthtti iodicas. Forest Wagtail. 

Sparsely distributed in the thicker jungle. 

Motaclllaalba. White Wagtail. 

Common in winter. 

M. daerca. Grey Wagtail. 

Common in winter. 

M. Hava thaabcrgi. Grey-headed Yellow Wagtail. 

A few on passage singly. All in April. 

M.flaya beena. Yellow Wagtail. 

One 30 April. One 24 April. One 31 November. 

M. citreeia. Yellow-headed Wagtail. 

One 14 May. Fairly common on passage, especially in April, and spends 
the winter. 
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AttthlU rufttlns* Indian Pipit. 

Common and resident. 

A. hodgsoni* Indian Tree-Pipit. 

Common winter visitor. 

A. rfchardi. Richard’s Pipit. 

Common winter visitor. 

A. cervlflus. Red-throated Pipit. 

Winter visitor and passage migrant. Uncommon. 

Family ; Alaudidae. 

Alauda galgttla. Indian Skylark. 

Rather scarce and locally migratory in the wet season. 

Mirafra aasamlca. Bengal Bush-Lark. 

Very common in the low ground. 

Family : Zostbropidab. 

Zoaterops palpebroaa. White-eye. 

Rather local; not common. Coastal plain and edge of foothills. 

Family : Nbctarinidae. 

QiaoyrJs asiaticus. Purple Sunbird. 

Fairly common. Nests in March-April in coastal plain. 

C. zeylonicus. Purple-rumped Sunbird. 

Fairly common. 

C. flanoiaxlUarls. Yellow-breasted Sunbird. 

Fairly common on the coastal plain south of Akyab. 

C.lirasUlana. Van Hasselt’s Sunbird. 

Vety local, but haunts same places Smythies' description does not do this 
lovely bird justice. 

ifithopyga siparaia. Yellow-backed Sunbird. 

The most common Sunbird. 

Aathreptea maiaccaoals. Brown-throated Sunbird. 

Not common. Observed in Mar. near Myebon, and two other records. 

Aracbnotlicra loagirostra Little Spider-Hunter. 

Common In the foothills. 


Family Dicabidar. 

IHcaiieoi erythrorhyachoi. Tickell’s Flower-pecker. 

Not common. A few pairs seen in May in gardens. 

D. shrysarrheaoi. Yellow-vented Flower-pecker. 

Vei7 local. Hill jungles. The race here appears to have dark streaks on 
breast and not the dark line described by Smythies. 
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D. crmatetofli. Scarlet-backed Flower-pecker. 

Common. 

trifonottifimia Orange-bellied Flower-pecker. 

Three pairs in March near Ruywa. 

D. COBCOlor. Plain-coloured Flower-pecker. 

Common on the coastal islands from Myebon to Ruywa. Not seen else¬ 
where. 

Family : Pittidae. 

Pitta alpalentls. Blue-naped Pitta. 

Very shy though often heard. One obtained in Mayu Range in Oct. was 
definitely this species. 


ORDER: PJCI. 

Family : Pjcidmi. 

Pleat caaat* Black-naped Green Woodpecker. 

Fairly common locally. 

Dryobatet nahratteatlt. Mahratta Woodpecker. 

Fairly common. 

P. mgcel. Fulvous-breasted Pied Woodpecker. 

The race here has no white underparts. It ts fairly common, especially at 
Akyab. 

D. iiialls. Siamese Pied Woodpecker. 

Lower hills. Scarce in Mayu Range. 

Brachypternot beaghafeosit. Golden-backed Woodpecker. 

Common. 

Chrytophlegna flaviaacha. Large Yellow-naped Woodpecker. 

Lower hill jungles. No red on crown. 

Cbrytoarfaptet gattacrlatatat. TickeU's Golden-backed Woodpecker. 

Less common than the former. 

Mttlleriplcutpnlyeroleotat. Great Slaty Woodpecker. 

Spar.sely distributed in the jungle, but its distinctive cry is not uncommon. 

Satta ochracta . Rufous Piculet. 

Common locally in the low ground. 

Jyax tortiaflla. Wryneck. 

One 2*7 Sep., one Nov. Mayu Peninsula. 

Famii y : Capitonidak. 

Cyaaopt vtrldit. T.ineated Barbet. 

Common In the low ground. 

C. atlatica. Blue-throated Barbet, 

Common in the hills. 
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C, iVTAttcelil* Blue-eared Barbet. 

Fairly common in hill jungle. 

XastboteeiM bteiiiacephala. Copperemlth. 

Very local and scarce except at Akyab. 

ORDER: COCCYGES 
Family : Cuculidab. 

Cttcnltti microptcm. Indian Cuckoo. 

Common in winter. Earliest 7 Oct. Heard in April. 

nicrocoCQ^x varloa. Common Hawk-Cuckoo. 

Less common in winter Heard in April. 

Cacomantii nernllaiis. Plaintive Cuckoo. 

Sparsely resident. All had lower parts russet» white. 

ClAinator iacoblnai. Pied Crested Cuckoo. 

One 25 May 1944. 

C* Coronaadtit. Red-winged Crested Cuckoo. 

Fairly common in winter. 

Badyoattis scolopiceiit. Koel. 

Scarce and local. 

Rbopodytas trlitls. Large Green-billed Malkoha. 

Fairly common. 

CcntropvB aiacosif . Crow Pheasant. 

Common. 

ORDER: PSITTACL 
Family: Psittacidae. 

Mttacula cnpatrla. Large Parakeet 
Scarce and local. 

P. krancri. Green Parakeet. 

Very common. 

P. xyaoacephala. Blossom-headed Parakeet. 

Generally scarce and locally migratory, bi|t very common in Mar. and Apr. 
at Ruywa. 

P* lasciataf. Orange-breasted Parakeet. 

The most common after the Green Parakeet. 

LoricttlEf veroalif. Lorlquet. 

Common. 

ORDER. ANISODACTYLI. 

Family: Coraciadab* 

teiciti bMifiMilcttsl** Rolled 

One in fhtck jungle Oct. 
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figryfttMBOi Mleitilit* Broad-billed Roller. 

Common in open woodland. 

FiiMii Y ; Meropidab. 

Mcrops oricBtalli* Green Bee-eater. 

Very common. 

M. sapercilioMB. Blue-tailed Bee-eater. 

Breeds in May and June. Locally migratory. Family party in Oct. in 
Kalapanzin Valley. Very common at Akyab in April. 

M. ieecbeoaaltl. Chestnut-headed Bee-eater. 

Resident but locally migratory. 

IHclIttopliagllf crytbrocephtlas. Bronze-capped Bee-eater.- 
Appears to be a winter visitor. 

Bvcia athcrtool. Blue-bearded Bee-eater. 

Scarce. Nests in May. Resident and found nesting on summit of Mayu 
Range at 1,850 ft. in Oct. 

Family : Alcedinidab. 

Ceryfe nidis. Pied Kingfisher. 

Fairly common on the tidal chaungs and estuaries. 

Alcedo Ettbli, Common Kingfisher. 

Very common. 

RBmphalcyoB capeosls. Stork-billed Kingfisher. 

.Scarce and confined to flooded rice fields and inland pools. 

R. aiMfiropteni* Brown-winged Kingfisher. 

Locally distributed in tidal chaungs and swamps Not north of Dalet 
Chaung, and never noted at fresh water. 

Halcyon snyrnenfis. White-breasted Kingfisher. 

Very common. 

H. cUoris. White-collared Kingfisher. 

Common in tidal chaungs. 

H. pileita* Black-capped Kingfisher. 

Common in tidal chaungs. 

Family : Bucbrotidab. 

Dicbocerof blcornii. Great Hornbitl. 

Fairly common. 

Aatbrncocerot corombis. Pied Hombilf. 

Rather rare. 

Family ; Upupidae. 

' UpnpBfpOpS. Indian Hoopoe. 

Fairly common on passage and ip winter, Absent in the monspop. 
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ORDER: MACROCHIRBS. 

Family : Micropodidas. 

Micropttt affinis. Indian Swift. 

Fairly common in winter. 

Cyptiaras parvat batassieasif. Eastern Palm Swift. 

Fairly common in winter. 

Chaetara glgaatea. Brown-throated Spinetail. 

Flocks in thick jungle on Mayu Range. 

Family : Caprimulcidab. 

Caprlaiolfas aslatlcaa. Indian Nightjar. 

Uncommon. I have only heard it in April and early May when it utters 
a *Tuk-tuk-tuk-tuk-chirrh !’ 

C. oiacraras. Horsfield’s Nightjar. 

Its monotonous ‘Chunk-dhunk* is a very common sound Mar-May. Resident. 

Lyacorols aiacrotis. Great-eared Nightjar. 

One pair observed at dusk for several evenings in Mar. at Ruywa, looking 
rather like harriers, and uttering a call on the wing like ‘Pee-wheeoo-wheeoo- 
wheeoo* repeated a variable number of times, followed by a protracted quavering 
whistle ending in a cadence. This was varied by a repetition of ‘Hee-ho-hee-ho- 
hee-ho,* the *ho* being a semitone lower than the *hee.* Also heard at Myebon 
in Feb. 


ORDER: STRIGES. 

Family : Strigidab. 

Strix ocellatan. Mottled Wood Owl. 

Common. 

Bubo kctopu. Brown Fish Owl. 

Sparsely distributed, but not uncommon. 

B. coromundus. Dusky Eagle Owl. 

Often heard and seen sitting on the tracks at night. 

Otitssonla. Burmese Scops Owl. 

*Tonk tonk ka-tonk* is the commonest owl sound in Arakan. 

0. bakkamoeoa. Collared Scops Owl. 

Appears scarce and local. Nests in Apr. Utters a dismal *whoo’ at intervals. 
0. tpllocephaloi. Eastern Spotted Scops Owl. 

Fairly common. Utters a double whistle which is usually answered after 
an interval. 

Atbone brana. Spotted Owlet. 

Common in the low ground. 

Qtaflcldiun radlatun. Jungle Owlet. 

Fairly (rpmivion in the jungles and high open forest. 
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ORDER: ACCIPITRES. 

Family : Pandionidae. 

Paodloo liallactat* Osprey. 

A straggler in small numbers singly, in winter, to River Nat. Earliest 
27 August. 


Family : Vulturidae. 

Qyps iodiCffS. Long-billed Vulture. 

Very common. 

PieudogypB bengalcasil. White-backed Vulture. 

Scarce and appears migratory. It is absent May to Oct. 

Sarcogyps calvoB. King Vulture. 

Common. 


Family : Kalconidae. 

Aqulla Clanga. Greater Spotted Eagle. 

Several observed in winter. Very tame and often allowed an approach to 
10-15 yds. 

Circaetas ferox. Short-toed Eagle. 

One obtained Myebon in Jan. 

SplIoraiB Cheela. Crested Serpent Eagle. 

Common. 

HallaStttB leecoryphttB. Pallas's Fishing Eagle. 

Local and uncommon. 

ff. leacogaBter. White-bellied Sea Eagle. 

Common. 

Ichthyophaga ictathyaStaa. Large Grey-headed Fishing Eagle. 

Occasionally seen in winter. 

HaliaBtar indUB. Brahminy Kite. 

Common. 

MIIvob mlgraOB govloda. Pariah Kite. 

Common but very few remain in the monsoon. 

ElanuB cacraUttB. Black-winged Kite. 

Very tame. Hovers like a kestrel. Winter visitor to Akyab. 

Circa B nacrooniB. Pale Harrier. 

Common winter visitor. Arrives Nov. 

C. nciaooleocUB. Pied Harrier. 

Arives 1 Oct. Fairly common in the coastal plain and islands. 


C. acnigloOBaB* Marsh Harrier. 
Common winter visitor. 
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Attar Mtai. Shikra. 

Common. 

Ptko perefrlnat. Peregrine Falcon. 

Winter vieitor in small numbers. Latest 4 Apr. 

Ftico tcvcmt* Hobby. 

Winter straggler. Two observed. 

tlmiaocalat. Kestrel. 

Winter visitor in some numbers to Mayu Valley. Scarce elsewhere. 

ORDER: COLUMBAE. 

Famiiy: Columbidab. 

Crocopnt pboenicopterus. Common Green Pigeon. 

Common in flocks. 

Trcron ponpadora. Ashy-headed Green Pigeon. 

Common in the Yomas. A few shot at Ruywa. 

T. bldncta. Orange-breasted Green Pigeon. 

Common in flocks. The most common of all. 

T. carviroitra. Thick-billed Green Pigeon. 

Scarce. 

Dacala aeaea. Green Imperial Pigeon. 

Usually seen in pairs. Fairly common. 

Cbalcopbapt iadica. Emerald Dove. 

Common in the shadiest jungle. 

Cotamba livla. Blue Rock Pigeon. 

Rather scarce and local. 

Alaocoaiat paaiceai. Purple Woodpigeon. 

One 17 Nov. and one 5 Dec. in thick tree jungle. Very shy. 

Streptopdla rlstria. Ring Dove. 

Appears very scarce and local. Absent in the monsoon. One shot at Ruywa 
in Mar. A few seen at Maungdaw in Feb. 

S* srfcatalit. Rufus Turtle Dove. 

Scarce and local. A few shot at Akyab in Jan. 

S* cblaeasis. Spotted Dove. 

Very common. 

Oeaapapella fraaqacbarica. Red Turtle Dove. 

Common locally. Often in large flocks till May. Absent in the monsoon. 
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ORDER; GALLINAE. 

Family : Phasianidae. 


a; 


Qalllis galliif . Red Jungle Fowl. 

Common everywhere. 

Oemem hmfleidl. Black-breasted Khalij. 

Fairly common even at sea level. 

Altorophila rufogvlirfi. Arakan Hill Partridge. 

A few were reported in the lower Yomas. 

Bacalfactoria chiaeaiia. Blue-breasted Quail. 

Common singly« 

ORDER: GRALLAE. . , 

Family: 'Rallidae. 

ABaaroralB akool. Brown Crake. 

Fairly common. 

A. fascaa. Ruddy Crake. 

Common. 

A. phoealcaraa. White-breasted Waterhen. 

Common. 

Qaillnala cUoropas. Waterhen. 

Very local. 

Qalllcrex clacrea* Water Cock. 

Scarce and very shy. 

Porphyria poliocapbalaa. Purple Coot. 

Two or three at Royal Lake Akyab in winter. 

Family : Gruidae. 

Oral gras. Common Crane. 

Two 4 Nov. Three 26 Mar. 

ORDER : LIMICOLAE, 

Family : Glareolidak. 

QIaroola prallacoia. Large Indian Pratincole. 

Flock ay Oct. Common and locally migrant. Breeds early among the 
dunes in Mar. and Apr. on Ramree and at Akyab. 

Family: Jacanidae. . 

Mitapidias Mloui. Bronze-winged Jacana. 

Common in suitable spots. 

Hlydrophariaans eMraifas. Pheasant-tailed Jacana. 

Very scarce and local. 
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Family : Rostratllidae. 

Rsttraiula benihaleosls. Painted Snipe. 

Very local. Resident. 


Family : Burhinidab. 

Barhiaui oedicoemot. Stone Curlew. 

Kamree and Akyab in the dry west coast scrub. Rare and absent in the 
monsoon. 


Family • Charadriidae. 

Areaarla ioterpres. Turnstone. 

Large flocks on the coast on passage. Winter visitor to Ramree. 

Sqaatarola sqvatarola. Grey Plover. 

Scarce winter visitor. A pair in breeding plumage at Ramree 30 Apr. 
Haematopus ostralegns. Oystercatcher. 

A few each winter Akyab, St. Martin’s Island, Ramree. 

Charadrius alexandrlaas. Kentish Plover. 

Scarce. One or two flocks which arrive in Xov. and leave in Mar. Latest 

4 Apr. 

C. dabiua. Little Ringed Plover. 

Common. 

C. maagollia. Lesser Sand Plover. 

Very common on the coast and on the mud flats m winter. 

C. IcSCbeUMUUIL Large Sand Plover. 

Common winter visitor. 

navialis doaiioica. Golden Plover. 

Very common winter visitor. Starts to arrive 25 Aug. Leaves in Apr. 
Latest 8 May. 

Hoploptema davaocellll. Indian Spur-winged Plover. 

An odd pair or single bird usually seen where there are sand banks on 
the river. 

Lobivanelhia Indlcui. Red-wattled Lapwing. 

Common. 

Mlcrosarcopi ciaereus. Grey-headed Lapwing. 

Small parties late Oct. Winter visitor til! Apr. 

Numeiiiiis arqaata. Curlew. 

Common winter visitor. .Arrives Sep. Leaves as late as May. 

N. phoeopua. Whimbrel. 

Common. Arrives later than the last, and leaves earlierl 
Unaaa liaNia. Black-tailed God wit. 

Several shot last week in Apr. feeding on paddy at Akyab. 
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Terekta clnereitf. Terek Sandpiper. 

CotniOion. Flocks in Apr. on the coast. Most of those shot in Jan.-Apr. 
had drab legs, but some had orange. 

Tringa otkropttf. Green Sandpiper. 

Common. An early winter arrival. 

T. stagnatills. Marsh Sandpiper. 

Common winter visitor. 

T. hypoleacuB. Common Sandpiper. 

Very common in winter. Only absent from May to Aug. 
r. glareola. Wood Sandpiper. 

Very common in winter, and numbers pass through up to early May. 

T. totaous. Redshank. 

Common. An early winter arrival in small flocks. Stays into May. 

T. erytbropttt. Sported Redshank. 

One 15 January. One 12 March on the coast. 

T*nebalaria. Grcenshank. 

Common singly and in pairs. An early winter arrival. 

Erolia Inisatt. Little Stint. 

Common. A late winter arrival, not being seen before November. Leaves 
in late April and early May. 

E. temailnckil. Temminck’s Stint. 

One 15 November. 

Calidria teaairoatrla. Eastern Knot. 

Scarce winter visitor to the coast. 

Scoippax rttscicola. Woodcock. 

Three together on 16 Maich on Ramree. 

Capella gallinago. Common Snipe. 

Common winter visitor, but practically none are shot before 1 November 
or after 1 April. In October out of 54 shot 48 were stenura and only 6 
gallinago. In November out of 51 shot 48 were gallinago and 3 stenura, 

C. atennra. Pintail Snipe. 

Very common. An early winter arrival, appearing in small numbers about 
15 August and gradually increasing till November. Stragglers still seen 15 
May. 


ORDER: GAVIAE. 

Family : Laridae. 

Lama Ichlhyaettta . Great Black-headed Gull. 

Often an odd one about the River Naf in winter. 20 seen near Foul Point 
in January. Small parties seen near Ramree and Baronga Island from time 
to time. 
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L» lumiicIceplHitai. Brown-headed Gull. 

common winter visitor but a late arrival. November to Many* 

CUidMiai bybrida. Whiskered Tern. 

A few on passage only. 

OetocbelidoB oilotlca* Gull-billed Tern. 

Common singly on the River Kaf in winter only. 

Sterna anrantia* Common River Tern. 

Common, but absent September and October when presumably it is breeding. 

S. bergil. Largt, Crested Tern. 

Common. Breeds on St. Martin's Island. 

S. alblfroni. Little Tern. 

One 10 April. One 6 December. Three 3 April. 

ORDER; STEGANOPODES. 

Family : Pblbcanidae. 

Pelecanni rotcus. Spotted-billed Pelican. 

Odd ones usually frequent the River Naf all the year round. 

Family Phalacrocoracidab. 

Phalacrococorax carbo. Large Cormorant. 

One shot 2 November. One 29 April. No others seen. 

P* algar* Little Cormorant. 

Common. Breeds in August and September. 

Anblnga melanogaBter, Indian Darter. 

Very uncommon in spite of suitable localities. 

ORDER: HERODIONES. 

Family : Ibidjdab. 

Tbinikiorttif nelaaocepbalna. White Ibis. 

Common. 

Psendibls paplltana. Black Ibis. 

Uncommon. I know of only one small nesting colony near Tumbru. 

Family : Platalbidae. 

Platalea leacarodla. Spoonbill. 

Stragglers in winter only. One $ January. One 21 Jan. 

Family ; Ciconidae. * ^ 

Maiaini epiacapni. White-necked Stork. 

Common in small parties and singly. 
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XcMrtayocbllf «fiaticas. Biack-necked Stork. 

Large flocks pass over going South tn October. Stragglers remain in winter. 

Uptoptiioi dttbiai. Adjutant. 

Scarce. Stragglers in winter. 

L. iavaalcilf. Lesser Adjutant. 

Common in winter. 

lUs leacocephalai. Painted Stork. 

Lsually one or two about the River Naf and Kaladan delta in autumn 
and spring. 

Anastonus oacitaos. Open-bill Stork. 

A flock of 40 going South 2 November ovjjr Maungdaw. Odd ones seen 
in winter. 


Family : Ardeidab. 

Ardea parparea. Purple Heron. 

Common in the mangrove swamps in winter. 

A. Claerea. Common Grey Heron. 

Winter visitor arriving November. 

A* aaiaatraaa. Dusky Green Heron. 

Fairly common in the creeks in mangrove swamps. 

figrettaalba. Large Egret. 

Common. 

E. iatcnaedia. Smaller Egret. 

Scaixe. 

E. farsetta. Little Egret. 

Very common. 

Babalcaf iblf . Cattle Egret. 

Rather scarce and local. Parties arrive about 1 October and winter, leav¬ 
ing in April. 

Demlegretta aiha. Reef Heron. 

Grey phase usual but one of white variety seen. Common on the Dalet 
Chaung. 

Ardaola grayL Paddy Bird. 

Very common. 

Baiarldea SirJatat. Little Green Heron. 

Haunts jungle streams in the Yoma foothills. 

Nycticmx aydlcorax. Night Heron. 

Fairly common* Party of 20 disturbed from trees during the landing at 
Myebon in January. Also seen at Ruywa. 

Ixabrydrat ilaenais. Yellow Bittern. 

Very local, but resident and nests in September in reed-beds near the coast. 
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1 . ciimaiiioilieili. Chestnut Bittern* 

Common in the coastal plain. 

Dttpctir ^vicollis. Black Bittern. 

Common in the coastal plain. 

ORDER: ANSERES. 

Family : Anatidab. 

Sarkliliorais melanotas. Nukta. 

Very local. One 12 December Nhila. 

NetUpns coromaiideliaattB. Cotton Teal. 

Fairly common in suitable spots. 

Dendrocygna javanica. Lesser Whistling Teal. 

Common in flocks of up to 40 birds. 

D. fttlva. Larger Whistling Teal. 

Scarce. Usually seen in pairs. 

Catarca ferruginea. Ruddy Sheldrake. 

Fairly common winter visitor. Does not arrive till end of November. 

Tadorna tadoroa. Sheldrake. 

One flock of 7 going South 2 November. 

Anas peoalope. Wigeon. 

An erratic passage migrant only. Not seen 1943-44 but huge flocks seen 
flying North over Dalet Chaung in first half February 1945. 

A. crecca. Common Teal. 

Common November to .^pril. First arrivals 10 October. 

A. querqaedula. Garganey. 

Rather scarce winter visitor with Common Teal. 

A. acttta. Pintail. 

Enormous flocks arrive in December and leave early March. They frequent 
inaccessible mangrove swamps by day, and feed in the shallow weedy fresh 
water pools at night. Stragglers arrive from mid-October. 

A. ^lypeata . Shoveller. 

Winter visitor in small numbers. 

Nyma ayroca . White-eye. 

N. baerl. Bayer’s Pochard. 

A ^ir number pass through on passage in November and December, and 
again fn February and March. Those shot had dark brown head with a green¬ 
ish sheen (haefi), but I have reports of the typical race too. 

ORDER: PYGOPODES. 

Family Podicipidar. 

Padiceps rnficPIlU. Little Grebe. 

Very common on the scanty fresh water pools along the coastal belt. 



CtRCUMVENTING THE MAHSEER AND OTHER 
SPORTING FISH IN INDIA AND BURMA. 

BY 

A. St. J. Macdonald. 

{With i6 texUfigures) 

Part X. 

{Continued from page 507 of volume 45). 

Dont’s and Do’s about Rods (i). Fast Joints (2). Rods when out of 

use (3). Reels (4). Line Drier (5). Keeping swivels and split rings (6). 

Keeping large hooks (7). Killin wire (8). Gut {9). Wire for Mounts (10). Spoons- 
made from old plots and pans (11). How to prepare utta or dough (la). 

Dressing lines with tallow (13). Dressing sea lines (14). Keeping dressed 
lines {15). Treating tacky lines (i6). Rod and tackle varnish (17). Cob¬ 
blers’ wax (18). J^teadying a boat. (19). Releasing hook hold in rapid 

water (20). How to weigh Giant Fish (21). Weighing fish with two or mon‘ 

scales (22). Calculating the weights of fish (23). Picking dead ba:it (a4). 
Catching live bail (25). Determining the age of fish (26). Spikes for l^ts 
(27). Leeches and ticks (28). Maps (29). Rod cases (30). Clearing drink¬ 
ing water (31). Trophies of fish (32). Catching frogs for bdit (33). Biting 

flies and how to evade them (34). Soldering Traces (35). Marking fish (36). 
Poaching (37). Butterflies (38). To soften butterfly’s wings (39). Fish dis¬ 
playing temper (40). Record Mahseer (41). Thermometer (4a). Photography 

(43). Formalin {44). Borax (45). Tackle Boxes (46) Fishing stools (47). 
Best Books on Fishing and Sport in India (48). Newman & Co. Calcutta (49). 
Sealing Wax (50). Enamel Paint (51). Packing and carriage of fish (52). 
Protecting flies from the ravages of insects {53). Dying Gut (54). Manu¬ 

facture of Silk Worm gut (55). Knots for lying Gut, Flies, Hooks and Lines 
(56). Nylon for Casts (57). Garters (58). Ankle Puttees (59). Sore Toes 
and Feet (60). Sun Burn (61). Glare Glasses (62). Topee (63). Jacket (64). 
Tackle Outfit (65). To Skin and Preserve a Mahseer (66). Medical (6^). 
Medicine (68). Wounds (69). Foul Hook (70). Bleeding (71), Blisters (72). 
Boils (73). Stings. Scorpion Stings ’ (74). Septic Wounds from Tiger and 
Panther {75), Fever (76). Drowning (77). Addendum to Chapter ‘Scraps from 
my note book’ (78). Hardy’s gut, wire, hooks etc. 

1. Don'ts and Do's about Rods, —Don’t put a rod away in a damp 
cover, or tops in damp cases. Don’t use vaseline or oil on rod 
ferrules; tallow, raw mutton fat, or soap are the best lubricants. 
Don’t tie rod cover tapes tightly when putting a rod away for 
any length of time. Don’t hold the wood, or cane when putting 
a rod together; grip the metal ferrules in turning the rod joints 
or when pulling them apart. 

Get your rod overhauled at the end of a season, or codt it 
over with varnish yourself; it will give you endless service if you do. 

2. Fast joints. —If, as so often happens, ferrules get stuck a 
good tip in the first instance is to get two pieces of rubber (the 
inner tube of a car or motor cycle cut up does excellently), and 
wrap them around the joints, this will give you a good purchase, 
and will generally work the deed. Should this not prove success¬ 
ful, thtn heat the ferrule with a candle flame (but well awav 

3 
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FHOM THift lashing)^ until it is too hot to touch, pour cold 
water over the joints when with the aid of the rubber it should 
coxne.f^way.^ In case of an extremely tight joint a small pair of 
gas pliers will grip one socket without damage, and so enable the 
most obstinate of joints to be drawn apart. 

3. Rods ^hen out of use ,—'Hang up rods when not in use on 
a wall free from damp, and in a room that is in constant use, your 
dressing room for instance, so that they can be frequently looked 
over. Be careful to keep the plugs in, or a ‘mason wasp’ will plug 
it for you! 

4. Reels ,—Keep nuts and screws tight while in use, and look 
them over dally, or better still, after each run by a fish. One small 
screw lost, may put the whole reel out of action for the trip, un¬ 
less you have spares. It is the hardest worked item of the outfit, 
and one which tackle makers have much to'learn about and improve. 
Carry spare springs, ratchets and screws. 


I 


Fig. I,—^Line Drier. 




5. Line Drier ,—The four sides A. B. C. D. come apart, also 
the 4 stays connecting A..& B. and C. & D. When built up as 
in sketch, the handle and spindle E. is put through and keeps the 
frame toge^er by a pin through the hole at top end of spindle, 
the handle is held in the left hand and the small handle F. on B. 
is the winding handle. Line can be cleared off a reel in a few 
moments. The size of the arm is 18 inches and width 6 inches. 
A, and B. are dove-tailed to take C. and D. inside at point of 
intersection. Many other forms are also offered by tackle dealers. 

6. Keeping swivels and split rings ,—I have found the best and 
most convenient way of keeping all small gear, like swivels, split 
rings, small hooks, etc., is by making use of small bottles and tins, 
putting them into these with oil. They keep for ever an 3 save many 
a disappointment. 

7. Keeping large hooks. —Hooks, and large or small trebles, 
keep best put into a tin with grease and the lid closed down. They 
are an expensive item and worth this additional trouble. 

8. Killin wire.-^T^Mn wire for traces, unless kept well oiled, 
will rust and many a spoon will be lost. This can be avoided by 
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wr^ppitig a small strip of flannel dipped in oil around the reel of 
wire." 

9." -Gut kept in flannel dipped in glycerine, will keep fresh, 
and will last for several seasons. 

xo. Wife for Mounts* —Cheap galvanised wire procurable in 
any . bazar, or off a whisky case, makes excellent mounts for large 
spoons. (See chapter V, under ‘Tackle’). 

11. Spoons made from old pots and pans. —Old cooking pots of 
copper; aluminium, or brass, make up into most useful spoons. 
These can be made up in any bazar at a quarter of the price one 
has to pay in tackle shops. 

12. How to prepare atta or dough. —The best way to prepare 
atta, so that it sticks on one’s hook in running water, is to have 
it first kneaded into a fairly thick mass, wrap a piece of fine cloth 
around it, then put into a pot and boil for a few moments, in this 
can be included any fancy smelly ingredients. Take out and knead 
until it is sticky and soft. 

13. Dressing lines with tallow. —Plaited lines dipped in melted 
tallow make excellent spinning and casting lines. Coil the line into 
a convenient sized pot, with enough tallow to cover the line (a 
couple of tallow candles), when the tallow has melted, dip the 
line in for a couple of minutes, or until the tallow starts setting. 
Take the coil of line out, and with a flannel rag work a couple 
of yards at a time with the fingers, until it gets warm to the touch, 
move on to the next couple of yards and so on. This will give 
you excellent results, as it prevents the line swelling and dbes not 
rot the line. The more work you put in with the fingers the better 
is the result. Another good dressing, which also floats a line, 
consists of one ounce clean bees wax and one ounce (liquid mea^^ 
sure) vegetable oil. Warm the bees wax and mix; treat line as 
tor tallow dressing. 

^ 14. Dressing sea lines. —Stockholm Tar 2 ounces, methylated 
spirits 20 ounces, dissolve until well mixed. Coil line in a wide 
mouthed glass jar, pour in the mixture. Keep jar tightly dosed 
for 48 to hours. Then remove line and hang up to dry. Mixture 
will keep and can be used again. Sea lines, whether dressed in this 
way or not, should every day be washed in fresh water after use. 

Synthetic resin glues, one of the discovefles of the War, form a 
bond of enduring strength, and is used in its different formulas to 
bond metal to metal or metal to wood or wood or metal to rubber, 
etc. It is as yet in its infancy so far as the household uses are 
known, but of its efficiency we may only look at the Mosquito, 
one of the best kites in the air today; all wood and bonded by this 
synthetic discovery. Here are some names to keep in mind, and 
watch out for their commercialization. 

Phenol-formaldehyde glue. Champion of all in waterproofing 
qualities, it is derived from phenol which is carbolic acid. It has 
stood six years of soaking at the Forest Products Laboratories in 
the U.S. and showed no more deterioration than the wood it join¬ 
ed. Once set* no amount of heat can melt it. Other names to 
keep in mind are melamine, uhea, resorcinol, and furane. 
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} put the glue that is likely to prove the Angler’s friend is Pena* 
Colite G 1131 and Cascophten Rs 216. These are made bv, 
the P 4 mn^lyania Coal Products Co.,* Petrolia, and Casein Co.,, of 
America, respectively. Both these phenolic-type resins set without 
heat, which is of the utmost importance as it permits of use without 
a^^i^ss to '^special equipment found only in factories. If brings its' 
use within the scope of the layman and amateur craftsman. This 
glue is a liquid that will set at room temperature—from 75 degrees 
F. upwards after the correct catalyst is added. It is claimed to be 
far superior to cold-setting Urea resins that have been in wide 
usage for several years. Not only is it more waterproof but it 
requires less critical technique in handling. It remains immune to 
heat, humidity or wetting (a consideration in the varied Indian 
climate), 

. Cyclew^eld made by Chrysler Motors and Pliobond made'by 
Goodyear Tyre and Rubber Co. are two of the better known com¬ 
pounds used for bonding rubber and wood or metal. 

Reanite, Metlbond, and Redux are other adhesives oi that type. 
Synthetic resin glues are turned out as powders, liquids, emulsions, 
and films.. Cold-setting resin powder of the Urea type is sold 
across the counter and available in hardware and paint stores. It 
is used by mixing with water. 

Cold-setting phenolic liquid is expected to be offered to the 
general public in small packages shortly in America. 

.There must be the equivalent in a^s many makes in England 
or Britain but I have no details. Rod makers of repute will be 
closely interested, and quick to take advantage of this new dis¬ 
covery. 

15, Keeping dressed lines. —An aluminium cigar-drier makes an 
^ excellent jar for keeping dressed lines, likely to get tacky, or in 

fact for any lines during the monsoon. 

16, Treating tacky lines. —Most waterproof lines, so excellent in 
the* English climate, get sticky and tacky out here, in a season. 
This' can in most cases be cured in ‘Lime Water’ (sold by all 
chemists). 

Put the lime- water into a wide bowl or cooking pot, then put 
the tacky line in, coil by coil, so that it does not adhere, and 
prevent the liquid getting to parts on the surface. Allow it to 
soak in this over ni^t (it does not damage the line), take the 
line out, remove as much liquid from the line, as you can, and 
hang out in a shady spot to dry. It is a good thing when dry 
to rub the line over with Ceroline or any animal fat. This should 
restore the line to its original texture. 

17, Rod and tackle varnish. —Shellac and spirits of wine make 
an excellent varnish which dries soon after use. Shellac can be 
purchased in^flake fornj in most bazars. Put flakes into a bottle and 
add spirits to give the required-thickness. It melts In a couple 
of hours and -no further treatment is necessary. Turpentine var¬ 
nishes are aUo excellent, but take longer to dry. Cutex nail polish 
also makes a good varnish. 

18, Cbhhler^^ wax.~A mixture of equal parts of bees wax, lard 
an^ turpentine, make an excellent cobbler’s wax. 
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ig. Steadying a boat .—A good tip when only a light boat is 
^tainable, is to tie two or more large bamboos on either sid^ 
along the whole length of the boat, they have a most steadyiiig 
effect and prevent the boat rolling or taking in water while shoot¬ 
ing a rapid. This is practised by the Shans and Kachins with 
good results in the upper waters of the Irrawaddy. 

20. Releasing hook hold in rapid water ,—^The spoon is often 
caught up in snags and rocks in a rapid where a boat cannot go. 
A good dodge is to attach the line to a piece of bamboo or small 
forked branch by a running loop. Get above the spot where you 
are hung up, and release the t^mboo, so that it will pass over 
where you are snagged. Give plenty of line, and as often as not^ 
when the bamboo passes over or gets below where your hook is 
fast, it will come away. An excellent tackle release—^vouched for 
by a correspondent who has used it a great deal, is a three-quarter 
inch piece fairly hard wood four inches in diameter, with a be¬ 
velled hole through the centre, this hole big enough to allow larg¬ 
est sinker used to pass through. Outside edge of disc should be 
rounded and the wood be sand papered and painted white. The 
disc is slipped on the line by means of a V slit cut to centre hole 
and stopped by a smoothly and accurately fitting wedge. The disc 
on reaching the water works its way to where the bait is fast and 
the action of the water ^releases the hook. It ‘works* in most 
cases, but not, of course, if the hook is in a ‘snag*. Cost is nil, 
it is nearly always recovered as when a break away has to be made 
it floats and can be chased and collected by an attendant. It is 
worth its weight in gold as a saver of tackle. 

'21. How to weigh giant fish ,—Cut two bamboos of equal length 
A. and B., fix them in the 
ground so that they give you 
a clearance of a foot at least, 
above the length of your fish. 

Slot these bamboos to take a 
third across C. Now mark 
off the centre of the bamboo 
C, and from here suspend 
your fish. With spring bal¬ 
ance hook on one end, lift 
bamboo C and as soon as it 
moves take your reading. • 

This doubled will give you 
the weight of your fish. I 
have tested this method and 
found it works out exact with 
weighed fish. It would only 
be used on fish with greater 
weight than your scale regis¬ 
ters. 

22. Weighing fish with two 
or more scales ,—Tlie following is from the Rod in India and" is 
produced here for information. 
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‘ I bought my fishing tackle, I thought a spring balance weighing 

up to'32 lbs. was big enough for any man., But one nne day 1 had the mis* 
fortune to catch a mahseer well over that weight, and, of course 1 was parti¬ 
cularly anxious to know its exact weight. I had in camp two spring balances 
weighing respectively up to 28 and 32 lbs. I passed a.stout cord through the 
nngs of the two, and suspended them from above. Then a cord attached to 
the fish and passed over the two hooks suspended the fish simultaneously from 
them both. Reading off the wei^t indicated by the two instruments and adding 
them together, the result was the weight of the fish, 46 lbs. If neither of the 
springs is pulled down beyond its power of springing, the total is bound to be 
accurate. 1 have tested it.* 

23. Calculating the weights of fish .—By the common formula 
laid down in “The Angler’s Hand Book”, I have not found this 
work out consistently on the large fish. I have reproduced here 
four examples, in which only one is really anywhere near correct, 
still if no other means are available, it gives the approximate weight. 


Examples. 

Length and one-third length x Girth squared in inches 
" 1000 


weight 


of fish. 

Rivett Carnac’s record mahseer of 119 lbs was 64 inches in 
length and 42 inches in girth. Example:— 

(64 + 21 ) X 42 ® 149940 / 

^---s=s 149 , SO lbs. in excess. 


1000 


1000 


My three best fish, all healthy and game, work out as follows: — 
Weight 75 lbs. Length 50 inches, girth 34 inches, according to 
formula works out to 72 lbs. Three pounds short of actual. 

Weight 50 lbs. Length 56^ inches, girth 28 inches, works out 
to 58 lbs. 8 pounds in excess of actual. 

Weight 44 lbs. Length 52 inches, girth 26^ inches, works out 
to 48 lbs. 4 pounds in excess of actual. It is stated to me 
by a correspondent that such a formula is accurate to a pound if 
the measurement of length is to fork of the tail and one quarter 

and not one-third is taken e.g. is a good formula. 


Brother Anglers may try it out for themselves. 

24. Pickling dead hait .—Before inserting in the formalin solu¬ 
tion, cut. off the fins, all except the anal fin. When the fish 
begin to stiffen in the solutipn, the required sideways bend 
should be given to the tail: some to fright: sonie to left. This 
bend cannot be given after the fish are stiff. Only actual practice 
will teach the angler the correct strez^lh of formalin to use. If 
too strong the fish will be white; the weakest solution compatible 
with preservation will give the best results. The following two 
recipes for preserving minnows as spinning ^bait, are taken from 
the Fishing Gazette, with acknowledgements: — 


1. *KU1 the minnows in a solution of formalin and water. In 24 hours or 
thereabouts, wash the minnow under the tap, in order to take as much of the 
smell of formalin out as possible, then place them in a wide-mouthed’jar. Dis¬ 
solve sugar and water and pour it over the minnows, leave the lot exposed to 
the air; in a week or so smell the minnows to see if the fbrmaiin taint has 
disappear^; sugar and water in which they are may be kept for months.* 



CIMCVMVENTING TlfE MAHSEER 


39 


2. •Miinnows preserved for use as spinning bait should be free from the stftell 
of preservative* Saited^ specimens are good» but not so well suited to the puipose 
ai those prepared by the < following method* f^onnalin as sold to the public is 
acid and . for our purpose should be non-acid. The necessary change can.be 
effected by adding a pinch of baking powder to an oz. of formalin. Keep the 
minnows alive for 4S hours in a basin of water to which has been added a 
teaspoon of common salt^ this will reduce the size of their bellies. Kill by a 
dick on head wiUi finger nail and place in a bottle to be tightly closed (Prune 
jar excellent) in which is: distilled water 99 parts, non-acid formalin one part* 
After a few days change the solution. The fish will keep for a long period. 
When required for use remove any smell of formalin, there may 1 ]^, by washing 
in salt water ^ and if possible, to make quite certain, mix the prepared minnows 
with fresh ones and all smell will disappear. If the baits are large, they can 
have a bend given them to assist spinning. This bend they will retain.* 

About a dessert spoon full of formalin to a pint of water is enough 
for small baits. The more formalin, the more difficult to get rid 
of the smell; so use it as weak as suffices to preserve the min¬ 
nows in the first instance. The sugar solution should be weak^ 
merely a thickish fluid, the formalin makes the minnows tough 
and if too strong, turns the eyes white, and takes the colour 
out of the fish. If the sugar solution is too strong, it is apt to 
shrivel the bait. The minnows are not ready to transfer to the 
sugar and water until they are firm to the feel, and rubbery to 
the touch. Sometimes a scum comes on to the top of the sugar 
solution, but this does not matter and is caused by not completely 
covering the fish with the solution. When required for use, a few 
fish can be taken out, washed, and carried in a tin box, surplus 
minnows being returned to the solution at the end of the day. 

Several fish can be killed on the same minnow. The formalin 
solution should be 2 per'cent or one part formalin to 49 parts water. 

There are other ways loo of pickling dead bait, but I think the 
latter of these two is the simplest and the most convenient as well 
as the best. 

Taint of preservative of any kind will be removed from prepared baits by 
smearing them with Pilchard oil (doubtless Sardine oil equally effective).*’ 

—Fishing Gazette 6^1921. 

Another method of preserving fish, is to place the chilwa on a 
board with the tails curved by means of pins. These are then 
painted with a strong solution of formalin (3 teaspoons formalin 
to 2 tablespoons water). After ten minutes ffie baits are absolute¬ 
ly* set, and are then placed in a jar containing two tablespoons 
of formalin per pint of water. In three days the baits become 
rubbery and hard. Once the baits have become saturated with 
formalin, they can be carried dry during a fishing trip. 

25. Catching live bait .—In a running stream, if you are unable 
to catch small fish for bait, a useful tip is to dig a small channel 
a few inches across and a couple of inches deep, and connect it 
a few yards above into a small pool where fish can be seen. In 
this run put some atta, tied up in a cloth so that it runs down 
mixed with the water. This should be done at night. Early next 
morning, the channel should be closed at both ends; you will be 
unlucky if you are not provided with bait for that day. It is 
not always possible to dig a channel. If there is a fall, erect a small 
platform with cloth or fine net and arrange your atta in the same 
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way» so that it washes through to the pool below. The small i^h 
will P^ip Jtp^jget >p. tp better feeding, get caught on the {^t* 
fornu. It shoidd be. erected low . enough to catch jumping ^fishy 
but shbuld not hold water, or they will jump out again. This 
method can also be applied from a boat, by expecting your trap 
oyer one side, and holding a lantern on the edge. JPish have a 
strong curiosity for lights. If no suitable small stream is near by,, 
and Aere afe only large pools, get a basket and cover it over with 
a fine cloth, lower the basket into the water until it is covered by 
about ten inches of water, in it should be put rice atta or any 
other suitable bait. Make a few holes in the cloth so that the 
bait can run out and fish gojn. Fish find their way in and get 
trapped. 

26. Determining ihe age of fish. (From the Scientific American): 

‘The age of a fish can be determined with accuracy by inspection ofi the oto- 
litl)8 or bony concretions, which are found in the auditory apparatus. The oto> 
Jiths increase in size during the entire life of a fish, each year adding two layers, 
a light coloured one formed in summer and a dark one formed in autumn and 
winter. The alternate layers are sharply contrasted and very distinct, so there 
is no difficulty in counting them. The number of pairs of layers is equal to the 
numl^r of years a fish has lived.’ 

27. Spikes for hoots .—Whiteaway Laidlaw & Co., Calcutta, sell 
oxceilent screws for boots called ‘Plus Four Screws*. Rowe & Co., 
Rangoon, also stock excellent studs sold' with a punch and screw¬ 
ing device complete. very handy and cheap addition to one’s 

^shing kit. 

28. Leeches and ticks .—Never pull off a tick or leech, one is 
seldom without matches and an attendant.. Burn a leech with the 
flame of a match, by holding its body away and applying the flame, 
it will at once leave go. For a tick, too small to burn, heat 
a pin point and touch it with it. Here are one or two sug¬ 
gestions AS a precautionary measure against these pests. When 
tfie^e is no wading to be done, a strong infusion of tobacco leaves 
with addition of salt is effective, and does equally well for master 
and his^bare legged followers. Wear two pairs of stockings wool¬ 
len below and a pair of cotton stockings soaked in the mixture 
above. The wearing of a high spat well damped in kerosine and 
worn bver woollen and cotton stockings, as above, will keep off 
leeches^ whether you wade in water or not. Kerosine must not 
get to the skin or blistering will result. 

A sure preventative against tick bites i$.—Cocoanul oil 90 parts, 
-eupalyptus oil 10 parts. Anoint the whole body neck to toe, before 
dressing. Ticks may crawl, but they won’t bite. (You can decide 
for yourself which is preferable tick bite or this oil bath !) 

29. Maps .—^Whenever undertaking a trip into unknown country, 
a large scale map of the locality is of great value. One is able 
to m^rk in good spots, letter runs and rapids, which serve with 
notes for any future trip. These are obtainable from the Govern¬ 
ment Map Depot, Wood Street, Calcutta, at a very nominal charge. 

J?o 4 casqs.—A cheap and most serviceable roc! case can be 
made up^ from the large hollow bamboos that are common in Burma 
an<! India. Cut a section from one of these, long enough to take 
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a rod leading' a Intaet at one end. From ihe other end, hum 
or cat out die knots, -and have'a leather cup fitted with etr^ and 
buckle, -if-thb is not possible cut die length of bamboo in half. 



Figi 3.—Rtxi Case. 

cut out the knots and bind together again, with the same fitting 
as in the first case. See diagram. 

31. Clearing drinking water. —If one is dependent on the river 
for drinking* water, and it should come down in spate, a pinch of 
alum put into a bucket of' discoloured water will soon clear it. It 
is a handy commodity to have by one, being an excellent preserva¬ 
tive for skins. Or you can dig a hole some feet away from water's 
edge and obtain reasonably filtered water. 

All drinking water should be boiled: but on occasions when 
this is not possible one drop of tincture of iodine of seven per cent 
strength to a quart of water: and the water then well shaken: 
will, in 20 or 30 minutes, kill all the harmful bacteria that are likely 
to be there. The amount of iodine added is too slight to even taste. 

32. Trophies of fish. —^The gill plates and teeth of large mahseer 
make good souvenirs. They can be made up into a quainf mascot 
for a car, or mounted on a shield. Scales make useful luggage 
tickets, and menu cards, but are a temptation to the souvenir 
hunter. 

33. Catching frogs for bait. —Frogs are curious little creatures 
and if one dangles a piece of rag’ tied on a hook above them they 
will surely jump to catch it, in this way you. can fill a pot, should 
you want them for bait. Most predatory fish relish frogs. The 
green and yellow, or brown, are the best. Do not confuse frogs 
with toads. 

34. Biting flies and how to evade them. —^Citronella or Flit, keeps 
off the many varieties of biting flies met with in the densely forested 
areas, particularly in Burma and Assam. Smeared over the knees, 
hands, and neck prevents much discomfort and misery. These 
liquids are evanescent. Citronella mixed into white vaseline (as 
done by the Forest Dept.) forms an unguent which has lasting 
effect. 

33. Soldering Traces. —'TinoF is an excellent soldering paste 
for securing the ends' of wire. A little applied to the end of wire 
and passed through a lighted match sets it firihly, causing no da¬ 
mage to the wire. The ‘Britinol soldering outfit’ or one of similar 
efficiency, is essential to an Angler. 

36: Marking fish. —^This is unfortunately little practised out 
here, because of the size of rivers and a shifting community. Where 
ever it is possible, as in the case of fishing clubs, marking of 
fish should be introduced, as it gives most interesting results. A 
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simple method is with a ^m^. brass or copper foU plate^ x^ incbes 
long by 4 an inch wide fixed to. the dorsal fin by thin'copp^ wire' 
lyith distinguishing letters,, and a note made in the fishii^ 
the club or fishing but. (See diagram.) 

37. Poaching. —^The Bur- 
man is an. adq>t at poach¬ 
ing. The cleverest thing I 
Fin witnessed in this line was by 
my servant. ' If a jungle 
fowl called, he would go into 
the forest as near as possible 
to the cock, sit concealed in 
a bush, and utter noises like 
a hen scratching and feeding, 
he accompanied this with a 
most original clucking noise. Frequently the cock would come to 
investigate, when he would shoot it. He kept me provided in this 
way, though most of them were tough patriarchs. In Ceylon, 
jungle cock are enticed in a similar way by a handkerchief loosely 
held and brought together by the hands to -make a ‘clapping’ 
sound, taken by the cock to be the challenge of a rival. 

38. Butterflies, —small net for catching butterflies, is a handy 
and useful addition on a fishing trip. On the odd day when the 
river is coloured and fishing not possible, a few hours can be well 
spent gathering a variety of butterflies. Small paper packets for 
preserving specimens can be made up from greaseproof paper; 
and even though hot up in the scientific names, you will find lots 
of people who will be pleased to take your collection. Burma has 
some beautiful specimens, which if set and arranged in a case make 
a useful ornament in the home. 

39. To soften butterflies* wings, —Take a tin of convenient size 
01^ inch deep, and fill it with saw-dust, then place a sheet of damp 
blotting paper soaked in a solution of water, with a few drops of 
GaHbolic acid, this is added to prevent moulds which otherwise grow 
quickly. Put the dry insects into the tin and keep for six hours, 
or until the wings are moist enough for setting. 

40. Fish displaying temper, —>1 saw a fish display what one would 
reasonably describe as temper. This was in a stream, in Burma, 
a few yards from my bungalow. I had some 200 mahseer collected 
from 4 pounds down to a few ounces, where I used to feed them 
daily under a large concrete bridge. They were protected and no 
fishing allowed. The stream was no more than 6 yards across and 
4 or 5 feet deq> and crystal clear. Th^ made an interesting 
study. It was here that I saw a fish of sj pounds clear the hole 
of some 60 or 70 large fish. The trouble arose when I put in a 
short hand line with a fly spoon to catch a fish or two for pur¬ 
poses of marking. This fish broke my line and the small Mother- 
o-Pearl spoon could be seen distinctly hanging from the fish’s 
mouth. Any fish that came near it was chased. The whole per¬ 
formance was clearly visible and most amusjrig. 

^i,*Record Mahseer, —From The Field dated 11-1-192O, by- 
Mr, Van Ingen:— 
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* Whilst fishing on the Cauveiy last Christmas, with Mr. P. F. Bowring, 
D.C.,' Mysore, Col. J. S« Rivett Carnac and Ma}or C. Jackson, V.C., 1 had the 
pleasure of witnessing the capture of the largest mahseer ever caught on rod 
and line in India. This mighty fish was caught by Col. Rivett Carnac on Decern^ 
her 38th, 1919, and was of the following measurements, .weight 1x9 pounds; 
len^h 64 inches; girth 42 inches; tail fin 20} inches; circummrence of mouth 
26 Inches. Previous to this, the record mahseer caught in India, eras 104 pounds, 
caught in 1906 by the late Mr. C. E. Murray Aynesley, at the junction of the 
Hutty and Cauvery rivers in Coorg, and the largest fish (other than ^e mahseer 
was a 1x2 lbs. Goonch). 1 feel sure that many years will elapse before the 
Colonel’s record is beaten.* .' . . , 

*This xz9-pounder on being hooked, put up a tremendous fight, running out 
about 125 yai^ of line in Her first rush (so characteristic of the mahseer), and 
had she kept on straight a break was inevitable, hardlt' 5 yards of line remaining 
on the reel, but fortunately for the fisherman she turned and made up* stream, 
and the Colonel was able to recover line. After that the fish made several other 
big rushes, but there was line to spare. I was keeping time, and it was 25 
minutes before we got a glimpse 0^ her, and finally, when she was gaffed by 
Mr. Bowring and drawn ashore, the excitement Was so great that 1 quite forgot 
the timing. The average tor x,6oo lbs. of mahseer caught this season, works 
out at about 4 lbs. a minute, so the 119-pounder must have taken half an hour 
or more. This old hen-fish had a huge hog back, and her body almost cylin¬ 
drical in shape and must have seen many monsoon floods; and, judging from the 
age of sacred fish in Mysore, she must have been 200 years old. Major 
Jackson hooked a fish immediately after this big one was landed, and in 
almost the same place, probably her sister. This fish ran out about 160 
yards of line, and after two hours* hard work got round a snag and broke. 
The scale used for weighing this mahseer registered only up to 11 a lbs, and 
we were obliged to cut the fish in two pieces and weigh both pieces separately; 
consequently some blood was lost in this operation, and the fish had been 
in the sun and .wind for three hours before weighing. Yet with all this, 
the actual weights registered, totalled 119 lbs. I am sure had we suitable 
scales, the fish immediately after capture would have been x2o lbs.* 

In contrast to Mr. Van Ingen’s account, I reproduce Mr. Lacey’s 
fight with a 6i-pounder at Tangrot, from The Angler^s Hand 
Book :-r— 

*This last fish the biggest on record in the Tangrot Angler’s book up 
to the ffresent, was hooked about 9-30 a.m. He rushed all my line out, 
140 yards, just as 1 landed from my boat, and was pulling dead on the 
knot.* I ran on, but fell in the mud, when my boatman Rokundin, to 
whom great praise is due, seized up the rod, and rushed into the water, 
the fish now making straight across the water for the rapid”. Most 

fortunately Deputy Surgeon-General Collis’ boat was following mine, and 
getting into it, we followed the fish down the rapid, at a frightful pace 
and at one time must, I believe, have passed the fish, the 140 yards of line 
being loose in the river, but providentialty it caught in no rock, and 1 
found the fish on when 1 landed below. Two or three times he had taken 
all the line out, and was pulling dead on the knot; but by a miracle nothing 
broke. The fish took to sulking, and for fully 3I or 4 Hours, I hung on to him, 
but could not move him. At last at about,2 p.m. he gave in, and I landed 
him. A female fish 4 ft 7 inches in length, and 2^ ft in girth, weight 61 lbs.. 
Caught on a inch silver and brass spoon and treble gut trace.’ 

42. Thertnomeiet ,—small thermometer is a very useful article 
to include in one’s kit, as the study of the temperature of the water 


* From this remark the reader will be left with the impression that 150 
yards of line is sufficient and that my estimate of the fighting powers of 
the large fish are grossly exaggerated. These fish are, I believe, mostly 
taken on paste, and have resorted to bottom feeding, living a lazy life and 
gone to seed, as this is certainly not characteristic of the mahseer of northern 
India, Assam or Burma, taken on spinning bait. 
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is a very big consideration. Note down what it is when iBsh ara, 
well on the feed, and when not. We have 16 ts to leatrn about the; 
almanac of hshes/and their feasting and fasting days. 

4j. Photography .developing in hot weathet, when the tem-^ 
f^rature of the water is warm and likely to melt the dressii^g of 
a fihn, first of all wash in a solution of formalin 4%, this fi)ces and 
hardens a film and is a certain cure. 

44. Formalin .—Formalin is the angler’s friend, being useful for 
80 many purposes. The collection of small fish as specimens, is a 
very simple matter and gives little trouble. R^equirements: A bottle 
of formalin (formaldehyde) as sold by chemists; a coil of Zinc 
foil; a reel of thin copper wire; two wide mouthed bottles (Prune 
Jars); one or more empty one-pound biscuit tins. 

The specimens should be washed in clean water, after making 
as small a cut as possible in the belly, to ren^ve intestines, and 
wiped dry. Then place in a bottle containing clean boiled water 
(cold) 20 parts; formalin 4 parts. After a few days change to the 
other bottle, in which there is similar lotion. Then remove to the 
biscuit tin, wrapping each specimen in a piece of linen soaked in 
the solution, and pack after the manner of sardines. Specimens 
should lie straight, and therefore not be longer than the biscuit 
tin. Each specimen before going into the first bottle, must have 
attached to its tail (by passing a piece of wire through the fleshy 
part), a i inch squaVe zinc label numbered, to correspond with entry 
in the note book in which are the following particulars:—Serial 
number, locality latitude, name of rivers, stream or lake, local name 
of fish, size to which said to grow, nature of stream or water, food, 
habits, etc., any remarks. 

A copy of entries goes with each tin, which is soldered down 
and despatched by registered post to ‘The Curator of the Bombay 
Natural History Society, Bombay.’ 

At the commencement of the collection, the strength of the 
solution should be watched and increased if necessary, for good 
preservation. The nose will test this, care should be taken to use 
as weak a solution as is compatible with proper preservation; for 
strong solution causes too great a change in colouration. 

Meat painted with it will keep longer in the heat. Fish can 
be preserved for specimens for museums. Dead bait can be pre¬ 
served for months in it; it is a very handy thing to have by one. 
See under (24) ante for removing formalin taint, 

45. Borax .—Obtainable in any bazaar. In warm weather wrap 
your butter in a piece of muslin dipped in 2% solution of borax, 
and it will remain hard. 

46. Tackle Boxes .—^Allahboy Vallarjee, Multan, makes up excel¬ 
lent tackle boxes. They are strong and last for ever. It is the 
best tackle box I have seen, and costs with two trays Rs. 30/- 

There is no better tackle bag than the British troop’s webbed 
haversack, obtainable on payment from the Quarter Master’s stores 
of any British Regiment. 

’ - 4^, Fishing stools.—The ordinary ‘Mora’ made from the tough 
'g:rass common (n India, obtainable in most towns for a few annas, 
adds much to one’s comfort while fishing from a boat. 
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48. Best Books on Fishing and Sport in India:- 

India* by H. S. Thomas, pul^ished 1897. Undoubt¬ 
edly the most complete book .ever .written on Indian fishing. 

2, * Tank Aifllil* by the same author, has ^useful hiformatton for the 

beginner. 

, 3 . ‘ Tkc Anglcr*l Hand * by G. H. Lacey, published in 1905. Has 
a number of maps of good localities, and deals chiefly with the north of India. 

4, ‘Tke Aafier In India or.M igkty Mahaeer’ by Skene Dhu, publtehed 
fn 1923. Has 400 pages devoted to localities all over India. 

5 * * Hints to Amatenrs In Tank Angling* by P.^N. Bhattacharyya. This 
is the best guide I know on this form of Ashing. 

6. *Qaine Fishos of Bonkay, Tke Dsccan and Neighbouring District* by 

Sir R. Spence and S. H. Prater. 

Besides these books there are certain clubs that have magazines 
issued quarterly or annually, dealing with local areas or provinces. 
Chief among these are: 

(a) ‘The Nilghiri Fishing Association*, Ootacamund, South India. 

i b) ‘The Dehra Dun Fishing Association', Dehra Dun, U.P. 
c)‘ ‘The C.P. Angling Association*, Jubbulpore, C. P. 
d) ‘The Myitkyina Fishing Club’, Myitkyina, North Burma. 

Other general books useful on a fishing or shikar trip: 

(a) ‘Identification of Indian Butterflies* by Brig. W. H. Evans. 

S b) ‘Identification of Poisonous Snakes* by Wall, 
c) ‘The Book of Indian Birds* by Salim A. Alt: 

(d) ‘Popular Handbook of Indian Birds* by H. Whistler. 

Big Game and Shooting books: , 

(a) ‘Wild Animals in Central India* by Dunbar Brander. 

(b) ‘Big Game Shooting in the Indian Empire’ by G. H. Stockley. 

(c) ‘A Game Book for Burma’ by E. H. Peacock. 

49. Newman & Co., Calcutta, in 1919 made up for me an excel¬ 
lent Log Book, 9^ by 8^ inches of strong paper and bound in leather. 
Small leather tags show different compartments', the left hand sheet 
ruled off in manner shown on specimens, the right hand sheet left 
blank for notes. Under the four headings: 

Fishing. Small Game. Big Game. Pig Sticking. 

50. Sealing Wax. —A few sticks of Sealing Wax in various 
colours are handy for painting spoons. These dissolved in spirits 
of wine-make the best paint for spoons. 

51. Enamel Paint. —Good enamel paint is available in most 
Indian bazaars and is sold in convenient sized tins. They cover 
a wide range of colours. 

52. Packing and carriage of fish. —Directly a fish is taken out 
of water, it should be killed, disemboweled and cleaned (not with 
water), with a bundle of grass or dry cloth. The inside should 
then be sprinkled with charcoal and salt alternately. Oil rubbed 
over the inside surface Is also used. In England stinging nettles 
. are much used for packing fish, it greatly preserves the bloom and 
freshness. 
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' Sh P'yoUcting flies from the ravages of insects.-^ 

1. Napthaline crystals efficiently protect Salmon flies from 
insects. Fill a small pill box with powdered crystals, then cover 
over with a double layer of muslin instead of the lid, and place with 
the flies. The crystals must be replenished every few months, as 
they evaporate. Flies keep better in a tin case than in an ordinary 
fly bpoh. 

2. Keep your Hies flat between layers of silver paper, in a 
close shutting tin box, and they will keep for years. If the tinsel 
gets tarnished rub it gently with a piece of soft wood (wedged 
off to a point), with a little plate powder, to regain its brightness. 
In both instances exclusion from light and air is essential. 

54. Dyeing Gut .—^To dye gut green, boil a strip of green baize 
with a small piece of alum, while the liquid is still warm place the 
gut in it, and allow it to stand for a few hours. 

To dye gut blue, heat some ink and in it soak the gut. Do 
not allow it to stand too long. 20 minutes is enough. It can be 
stained to any degree of colour, depending on the mixture. A strong 
decoction of tea, well boiled will stain gut; use in the same way 
as ink. 

55. Manufacture of Silk Worm gut, —Messrs. S. Allcock & Co., 
of Redditch, England, have published an interesting article in 
their fishing tackle pamphlet on gut, which reads as follows: — 


‘This is perhaps the most curious and interesting of the many departments 
in the manufacture of fishing tackle. All anglers make use of silk worm guf, 
but large numbers are quite ignorant of its origin. In some parts of the kingdom 
it h; called Indian weed, and looked upon as a species of grass, and any 
attempts to prove its being really the entrails of an insect are derisively resisted. 
The breaking strain of salmon gut when made into casts is as under:— 

Sizes ... 1/S 2/5 3/S 4/5 

Breaking strain ... IS 12 10 9 lbs. 


Lake and trout casts *— 

Padron Regular ^ Fina Retina lx Drawn 3x Drawn* 

8 7^5 4 lbs. 3 11b. 

Gut is made from two small organs situated in the body of the 
silk worm. These organs contain the silk before it is developed 
or has been spun by the silk worm; great nicety is entailed in taking 
the worm at the proper time, otherwise the gut is useless. The 
worms are thrown into vinegar, and there left for some hours. This 
process kills the worms and solidifies the organs. These are now 
taken out of the worm, and pulled out as far as they will go, 
from end to end. These organs thus extended, being in fact ‘the 
gut*, are now left to dry. They are in this stage more or less 
rough and stringy, but are polished and finished off with some soap 
and a little soda. According to the size of the organ, so depends 
the thickness and length of each strand of gut. The strands are 
then sorted and laid out according to thickness. Gut is, there¬ 
fore, nothing more than solidified silk; thick gut is doubtless made 
from larger worms, which are difficult to obtain, and hence the cost 
is much increased. ‘Drawn’ gut is very fine, and is made by scrap¬ 
ing it down and drawing it through a gauge or standard. 

Messrs. Hardly Brothers produce in their Anglers’ Guide, some 
interesting facts of experiments on gut, which I reproduce:— 
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^Gut or' gut casts cannot be tested with a view of giving a guaranteed breaklt^ 
strain, but in order to give some tangible idea as 10 the* strength of good-gut, 
elaborate expedmejits have been carried, out in a Science department .of one of 
the Universities.. The apparatus used measured simultaneously * the strain op* 
plied and the elongation produced. These results must be taken as a general 
guide and not in any form of'a guarantee. 

The following details from art article in The Field are extracts from these 
tests 

1. The strength of gut is surprisingly high, calculated from minimum 
and maximum data actually observed, breaking at 17-23 tons per square inch. 

2 . The strength of gut is chiefly dependent on the rate of smooth con¬ 
tinuous loading. No comparison between the strength of specimens can be 
made unless the rate of loading is kept constant in all such experiments. 

3 . The strength increases the higher the rate of loading. Thus a test 
piece of 2 X cast which broke at 3-4 lbs. when the rate was 8 *i lbs. in 100 
seconds, broke at 5 lbs. when the rate was 8 *i lbs. in 50 seconds. The bearing 
of this on the sudden strain involved in strikring a flsh - is obvious. 

4 . Although of no practical interest to anglers, it was found that dry 
gut was stronger than damp. 

5 . The diameter of the casts varied but slightly throughout their length; 
it increased slightly on damping, and was very constant. 

6 . The tabk* below gives the smallest breaking stress which was ob¬ 
served in testing various sizes of gut. The average strength would be higher 
in all cases, but the tests actually made on small pieces cut from the various 
casts shewed that these would have broken at the loads given in column 3 . 


Designation of Cast. 

Diameter in 
Inches. 

Strength in 

Lbs. 

4x 

•006 

1-5 

2 * 

-009 

2-7 

Ox 

•on 

3*5 (another 4*4) 

7/S 

•013 

6-3 

fi/5 

•015 

6-6 


ju As the stre^ was applied .to the test pieces they elongated, the in¬ 
strument registering an elongation of 10 per cent, per piece before breaking.’ 

56. Knots for tying Gut, Flies, Hooks, and Lines ,—The yariety 
of knots used by fishermen is numerous, and each angrier has his 
own favourite, to which he attributes advantages over all others, 
so thiat for purposes of choice, I have listed 24 varieties in diagram, 
which can quite easily be followed by placing the diagram before 
one, and with one or two pieces of line the fancied knot can be 
practiced and mastered. I have mentioned my choice in Chapter V. 
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Fig. 6 . To tie Loops in Gut, 
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Fig. 7 .—Attaching Line to- Trace. 

57. Nylon for casts. 

From The Field dated May 27 , 44 ;— 

*I think the difficulty of knotting Nylon has been grossly exaggerated. It 
has been made to appear a sort of voodoo rite which only a witch doctor can 
perform. This is not my experience at all. - For trout and sea trout flies 
I find an ordinary Turle knot pflerfectly satisfactory. For salmon flies the 
knot made by passing the gut through the eye, over the neck of tJie fly and 
back through the eye and finishing off with a half hitch seems perfectly safe. 

For joining two lengths the double fisherman’s knot has served me faithfully. 
I recently received some Nylon from America, and the firm which made it, 
one of the Pioneers of Nylon for lines and casts, recommend the single fisher¬ 
man’s knot for joining two lengths. Anyway after the war Nylon will be ob¬ 
tainable in long length?. I have some lo-yard lengths now, and so the knotting 
problem will be less acute—if it ever really tvas.’ 

58. Garters .—I find I can never keep my stockings up for long, 
while wading about in rapids, I have tried the ordinary woollen gart- 
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Fig. 8 ,—Attaching Gut to Flies or Hooks. 


ers, and elastic, and have now resorted to cutting strips of rubber 
cross section, through an old inner tube of a tyre, and find they 
work excellently. 

59. Ankle Puttees .—Puttees tied over the boots will save many 
,a sore patch on the foot, as however careful one is in tying a bool, 
shingle, coarse sand and gravel will find its way in through the top. 

60. Sore Toes and Feet .—With constant wading the feet are 
sometimes apt to get very sore between the toes, and a form of 
eczema, rather similar to ‘Bengal Rot’ attacks the skin of these 
parts. Grease freely applied will save the feet to a certain extent. 
Frank Ross & Co., Chemists, Calcutta, make a special ointment 
for the infection, which I thoroughly recommend. I have found the 
water so bad in some rivers, that both the boatmen and I were 
hardly able to walk. The local fishermen told me that if the water 
is at all discoloured, from storms in April.'May, they rub mustard oil 
over their legs and feet before wading. This curious condition is 
apparently caused by rotten vegetation or toxic salts being washed 
into the river. Oxide of zinc powder will disinfect and dry up the 
sore places between the toes. 

61. Sun Burn ,—Vaseline rubbed over the face, hands and knees, 
will save peeling and blisters, and much discomfort, if one is not 
accustomed to the sun. It sounds a messy job, but is really not as 
uncomfortable as it sounds. 

62. Glare Glasses .—Sun glasses are very necessary, as one is 

facing the sun most of the morning and evening (that is if fishing 
correctly) and the glare off the broken water in a rapid, is intensi¬ 
fied, and most trying. Care should be taken to see they are strictly 
neutral. The recently invented ‘Polaroid’ glasses enable one to 
see under the surface of the water. ^ 
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63. Topee, —topee of the Pigsticker type, with a large brim 
and worn back to front, protects your face. The usual small ven¬ 
tilation holes can be enlarged by insertion of cut revolver cartridge 
cases, much to the cooling of one’s skull. 

64* Jacket, —A sun proof or khaki drill sleeveless jacket, with 
lots of pockets that button, is handy for carrying small pliers, scis¬ 
sors, a small tin with fly spoons, swivels, split rings, etc. The 
buttoned pocket will save losses one can ill afford, as tosses are 
inevitable while wading. 

65. Tackle Outfit, —Do not try to buy a complete outfit of tackle, 
all at once, it hits the ‘exchequer’ rather hard. Get the few neces¬ 
sities, and add to them each year. A good way of doing this, is 
to give yourself a birthday or X’mas present, or better still give 
your wife a nice rod or reel, when her birthday comes along I! 

66. To Skin and Preserve a Mahseer, —With acknowledgements 
to Van Ingen and Van Ingen Taxidermists, Mysore: — 

*Lay the fish on a board, and make an incision—not down the belly—^but 
along the centre of the side from gill to tail, the heavy bone or scapular arch 
under the gill covers being cut ilirough at this point, the object being to 
remove the body from the skin with as little disturbance ot the scales as possible. 

When skinning, leave plenty of flesh attached to the skin. This can be re¬ 
moved later and do not lift or pull the skin in any way as it is apt to dis¬ 
place the scales. 

When the back is reached, place the point of the knife against the base of 
the flns, and strike the back of the knife smartly with a block of wood, and 
the obstruction can in this manner be cut through easily. 

The body should be disjointed near the head and tail and removed in pieces. 
The gills, tongue, eyes and all the bones, etc., inside the head be cut clean 
away. The flesh on the cheeks is covered with very delicate skin. All this 
flesh should be carefully removed, but from inside the head, so that this 
skin is not injured. 

The head, when finished, should be just a shell. • The lips, which are very 
thick, must have incisions made inside to allow the preservative to get well in. 
While cleaning the head, particular care should be taken not to bend it back 
over the skin where it joins the head which is quite narrow’ and this is where 
the scales always come away. 

After cleaning the skin thoroughly of all flesh and fat, paint the inside with 
arsenical soap and fill lightly with straw, and small sticks arranged lengthways 
which will prevent the head being bent over accidentally, and draw the edges 
together with a few stitches^ The skin will then dry in some shape. The 
fins need not be spread out to dry. A little arsenical soap may be applied to 
these also. Never use salt or alum. Arsenical soap is the only suitable pre¬ 
servative for fish. Save any of the scales which may happen to work loose.’ 

67. Medical, —Fishermen journey to wild places, far from medi¬ 
cal assistance, so should have some knowledge of medicines and 
first aid. The local jungle people will call for it, and help given 
will be greatly appreciated. The following list is offered as a guide, 
which can be added to or altered, according to individual ideas and 
requirements: — 

68 . Medicines ,— 

Boric powder: Camphorodyne. 

Essence of ginger for stomach colic (servants often need it). Tartaric acid 
and Chlorate of Potash for scorpion stings. 

M. and B, 693 tablets for pneumonia and lung troubles. 

M. and B. 720 tablets for septic wounds and pneumonia. 

M, and B. 125 tablets for septic wounds. 
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(а) Calomel i-grain tabloids. 

, Cascara. 2-grain tabloids.' 

Epsom Salts. 

Quinine. 5-grain tabloids. 

Mepacrine. 

Salicyllate of Soda, s-grain tabloids (for Rheumatism). 

Genaspirin or Aspro. 

Tine. Benzolne. Co. 

Hydrogen Peroxide. 

Germoline. 

lodex. 

Winter Green. 

Oriental Balm. 

Iodine. Rect. 

Essential Oil (for Cholera). 

D,D,T. —One of the greatest discoveries of the War and res¬ 
ponsible for the saving of thousands of lives from Malaria and 
discomfort from crawling creatures. 

5% solution sprayed in the room or tub or to the walls 
or sides will kill all insects and small creatures that come in contact 
with the sprayed surface for 10 days. It may well revolutionise 
poultry farming and rid the rooms and house of ticks that pester 
the canine species during the hot weather. 

Mepercrine, —Yet another discovery of the War against Malaria, 
it has no taste or ill effects except perhaps a yellowing of the skin, 
l>ut for risk of visits to water and jungles that would otherwise be 
death-traps in north of India. 

(б) Appliances. 

Bandages. 

Eye bath. Eye lotion, Sulphate of Zinc, 2 grs. to ounce of distilled water. 

Lint. 

Cotton wool. 

Permanganate of Potash crystals. 

Resinol ointment (for burns and wounds). 

Surgical knife, scissors, needles, silk in sterilised bottle. 

Two thermometers. 

Glass syringe in bamboo case. 

Z.O. Plaster. 

Prontosil (for sceptic wounds). 

69. Wounds, —Should be washed by some antiseptic, Peroxide 
or E.C. Carry a curved surgical needle in case stitching should be 
necessary. Ordinary gut does excellently for this purpose, in the 
absence of Suture silk. 

70. Foul Hook, —I have had the misfortune of having a hook 
cut out of my calf with a blunt penknife, with two massive beings 
sitting on top of me, so offer a more kindly way as a suggestion. 
Take a pair of wire cutting pliers, and snip off the hook below the 
barb, slightly above where it has buried itself, apply a hot fomen¬ 
tation or poultice, and after this has cooled, push the point through 
the skin forward, do not try to bring the barb back through 
THE HOLE IT MADE ON ENTERING, Or you Will Suffer agony, and make 
a nasty mess. Apply iodine, and the wound will heal quickly. If 
the seat of the wound permits of an incision being made, make 
a cut along the hook, and it will come away. 

71. Bleeding, —To check arterial bleeding apply pressure above 
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the wound, by bandaging or a tourniquet, but if the tourniquet is 
kept on for more than 20 mins, at a time, without release, there is 
danger of gangrene. Make sure you have stopped the bleeding, 
before bandaging the part, or serious loss of blood may result. 
Tincture of steel applied to the wound, is the best remedy 1 know. 
A copy of Moore’s Family Medicines for India should be carried 
in one’s kit. 

72. Blisters, —Never cut or remove the skin, prick on one side 
and allow the liquid to flow out. Homocea is a good dressing. To 
case the feet on long marches on hot days, boric powder dusted 
into a silk sock will generally prevent blistering of the feet. Zinc 
ointment plaster (z.o) over a blister or shoe bite on heel or toe, 
will enable you to walk in comfort, instead of being dead lame; 
and the part heals under the plaster which does not come off while 
bathing or washing. This plaster is invaluable for all small cuts 
and wounds, also excellent as tape for splicing ("astle Connel pattern 
rods. 

73. Boils. —Boils can be brought to a head with mixture of soap 
and sugar, and burst by hot poultices. 

74. Stings. Scorpion Stings. —The best cure for scorpion sting 
is the immediate application on the seat of the sting, of a pinch 
of permanganate of potash mixed with a powder of equal parts 
of Tartaric Acid and pot. Chlorate. Then apply a few drops of 
water, leave on for as long as the patient can bear it, then apply 
water freely. This is a drastic treatment, and may leave the seat 
of the sting sore and blistered, but it will give relief from the hours 
of pain otherwise suffered. Keep the permanganate and the other 
powder in separate bottles, and only mix when applying to a sting. 

75. Septic wounds from Tiger and Panther ,—A very serious 
thing at any time. Epsom’s salts freely applied to the wound is 
effective (in powder form); but best of all, if you can obtain it, is 
Prontosil, A German preparation, sold in tubes. Hurry off the 
patient to the nearest hospital, as blood poisoning is almost always 
the result. M and B. 125 is now the remedy. This is the same 
as Prontosil not now procurable. 

76. Fever. —Prevention is better than cure. Whisky and Qui¬ 
nine are good in moderate doses, for one’s self, and quinine for 
the followers. But I find a good day’s fishing and Whisky ‘dawai’ 
in the evening, with a flitted net to sleep under, is good enough 
precaution. 

77. Drowning .—Artificial respiration, if applied correctly, will 
often bring a patient round, and should be tried out on any case 
with any visible signs of life. 

Professor Schafer’s method which is adopted by the Metropo¬ 
litan Police, and also by the Royal Life Saving Society, is the best. 
Professor Schafer’s method has two . very great advantages. First 
the patient is laid in a prone position, thus obviating the danger 
of the tongue falling back and blocking up the Pharynx and at 
the same time helping in the escape of any water remaining in 
the lungs; and secondly, far less labour is necessary. The whole 
procedure is exceedingfy easy, and there is no risk of any injury 
to any of the internal organs, and it has this further advantage. 
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that no time need be lost after recovering the patient from the 
water while removing clothing. But Schafer’s method must be 
applied with some care—rough or hasty usage may result in frac¬ 
ture of the ribs with perhaps fatal results. 

The patient should at once be placed face downwards on the 
ground) with a folded coat or rug if obtainable, under the lower 
part of the chest, the arms extended in the front, and the face 
slightly on one side, so as to keep the mouth clear. The operator 
should place himself on one side of the patient’s body in a kneeling 
position, and facing his head; his hands should be placed flat over 
the lowest part of 'the back (on the lowest ribs) one on each side, 
and the weight of the operator’s body should be gradually thrown 
forward on to the hands, so as to produce firm pressure—which 
must not be violent—upon the patient’s chest. In this way, if there 
is any water, it is driven out of the patient’s lungs. 

Immediately afterwards the operator’s body is raised slowly, so 
as to remove the pressure, the hands b^ing kept in the same posi¬ 
tion. This forward and backward movement (pressure and relaxa¬ 
tion of pressure) has to be repeated every four seconds, 15 times 
a minute, so as to approximate to the natural process of breathing. 
These movements should be continued, according to Dr. Schafer’s 
instructions, for at least half an hour, or until the natural respira¬ 
tions are resumed. 

Shock, from lightning, if not serious, should be treated in the 
same way. 

78. A wife*s point of view .—From the woman, 

*T-t-turn the p-point of the b-boat to the p-p-poin: of that island!’ suddenly 
stutters my husband. He has just seen a swirl on the water, indicating that 
a trout is on the move. 

Now, what is the perfect wife to do? Around us there arc three islands, 
each of which possesses two points. The boat, not being of the square-sterned 
variety, has two points. Therefore, I have to choose the correct direction out 
of twelve possibles —and in about the fifth of a second. 

Just let me tell you a few of the things expected of me when on the 
loch with my husband. 

I am expected to have a complete and detailed knowledge of the loch, its 
deep places, its shallow and its skerries. In fact, I must know the bottom 
of the loch as completely as I know my permanent wave. I am expected tq 
be a first-class oarsman, and must be able instantly to translate a vague 
wave of the hand into a complicated piece of navigation. 

I am expected to fiH his pipe exactly to his liking—which is not so easy 
as it sounds—and T must even light it for him sometimes. 

On the* few occasions that my husband does hook something, I am apparently 
expected to fold up the oars and put them out of the wav into my handbag. 

I am expected to come off the k)ch feeling bright and cheery after several 
hours of cold, bleak monotony. 

Yes, this fishing is a queer business. At home, my husband is rather faddy 
about things. The table-cloth must be spotless, the silver must be shining, 
the glasses must be polished. The tea-table must be ‘just it.J Bread must be 
cut thin and cake thick. Yet, on the loch, he will cheerfully eat sandwiches 
out of a grubby bag and he will cheerful^?' ifrink ‘thermos tea.* 

At home, an expensive easy chair cannot soothe his limbs. He is restlei^s; 
he fidgets. First he flings one leg over one arm of the chair; five minutes later 
he twists around and flings the other leg over the other arm. I often agk 
him if he would not like to lie cm the mat. But, on the loch, he will sk 
happy for hours on a cold, HARD board. ... 

'V^y do I do it? Well, m’dear, look at these ducky little fishing hats 
I wear and, believe you can get the most gorgeous sunburn on the loch ! 



CIRCUMVENTING THE MAHSEER 


5$ 


78.r-AnDENDUM TO CHAPTER ^SCRAPS FROM MY NOTE BOOK" 

For easy reference and convenience, the following blocks, kindly 
lent by Messrs. -Hardy Brothers, Alnswick, England, have been in¬ 
cluded, with a few details of gut, wire, etc. 


Gut Sizes and Descriptions. 


Size 

Name of Size 


Descript 

•021 

and above 


Crown 

•020 

Extra Stout Salmon 


0/5 

•019 

Stout Salmon 


1/5 

•018 

Fine Stout Salmon 

... 

2/5 

•017 

Medium Salmon 


3/5 

•016 

Fine Medium Salmon 

... 

4/5 

•015 

Fine Salmon 


5/5 

•014 

Extra Fine S^mon 


6/5 

•013 

Stout Giilse . 


7/5 

•012 

Grilse 


8/5 

•Oil. 

Heavy Lake 


9/5 

•010 

Medium Lake 

... 

Ox 

•0'.9 

Fine Lake 


lx 

•008 

Stout Trout 


2x 

•007 

Medium Trout 

.. • 

3x 

•006 

Fine Trout 


4 x 

•005 

... 

... 

5x 


In the si>ecification of all casts listed, the above descriptions are 
referred to as the thickness of the Casts. 


Natural Gut in Hanks of 50 and ioo Strands. 

For those wishing to make up their own traces the following 
note will help when ordering Gut: — 

REF IN A.—Fine work. 

FIN A.—General trout fishing. 

REGULAR.—Heavy Trout and course fish. 

PADRON. 2nd.—Trout Spinning traces. 

PADRON. I. St.—Sea Trout and light grilse. 

MARANA. 2nd.—Grilse. 

MAR ANA I St. —A light Salmon gut. 

IMPERIAL.—General Salmon work. 

ROYAL.—^The heaviest gut. 

The best sizes for Mahscer are those listed as ‘Fine Stout Sal¬ 
mon’ to ‘Heavy Lake’ sizes 2/5 to 9/5. 
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Wire for Traces. 
^Punjab' Cable-laid Steel Wire. 


Made in 8 sizes as below, in coils of 5 yards only. 
Colour Black, plated ahd oxidized to prevent rust. 



Fig. 9.—Breaking 

Strain. 


19 lbs. 

No. 3 

... 70 lbs. 

28 lbs. 

.. 4 

... 85 lbs. 

35 lbs. 

5 

... 130 lbs. 

50 lbs. 

„ 6 

... 200 lbs. 



Fig. 10 (a)-—The ‘Hardy’ Swivel, 
(Is ideal for mounting Fly wSpoon). 



Fig. xo (6)—The Safety Clip and Close Box Tested Swivel. 


(For loading and mounting spoons, such as the Myitkyina Spoon). 








Fig. 14 .—(Treble Hooks) Ordinary Scak*. 







No. 12. 


No. 10. 


No. 7. 


No. 4. 


No. 2. 


No. 1/0. 


A. 

No. '2/0. 



Fig. 15. —Hardy’s Patent ‘Oval’ Wire Treble Hooks. 

Extra strong ^Oval’ wire. The Best Treble for Mahseer. 

A. —Trebles Tapered or eyed. 

B. —Double eyed Self-fastening Trebles. 

C. —Doubles, spiked, with eyes or tapered. 

j . *T-t-tur,n the p-pbint of the li-boat to the p-p-point of that island! * suddenly 

\ happy for hours on a cold, hard .board. ... 




THE EARLY STAGES OF INDIAN LEPIDOFTERA. 


BY 

D. G. Sevastopulo, f.b.b.s. • 
Part XIV. 


(Continued from (>. 198 , Vol, xlv.) 
RHOPALOCERA. 


PlERIDAE : 


Catopeilia pornona F. 

de Nic., JouTu, As. Soc. Berig., ixix, 251 .. 1900 . 

Bingham, Fauna Brit, hid., Butterflies, ii, 221 . 1907 . 

Talbot, Fauna Brit, Ind., Butterflies ( 2 nd edit.), i, 495 . 1939 . 

Head green with minute black dots. Body green, the skin very 
rough and shagreened, the points black. A white spiracular line, 
above which is a dotted black line and below which is a subspira- 
cular olive green stripe. Venter whitish green. In larvae reared 
in captivity the black lateral line often develops into a wide black 
stripe extending to the subdorsal area. 

Pupa boat-shaped, the thorax slightly keeled and the head pro¬ 
duced to a point. Colour apple green, a yellow line on the thorac¬ 
ic keel and another from the head along the dorsal edge of the winq: 
case and laterally along the abdomen to the cremaster. A dorsal 
blue line on the abdomen, often very faint. Cephalic point yellow 
with a black spot at the apex. A faint black line across the eye. 
Suspended by* a girdle and tail pad of white silk. 

Food-plant —Cassia HsinJa L. and G. siamea L. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta 17 -ix- 43 , pupa¬ 
ted 19 -ix- 48 , and a female emerged 24 -ix- 43 . 

de Niceville, Bingham and Talbot all quote a description by Bell 
which gives various points of difference between the pupa of this 
species and that of C. crocale Cr. T have been quite unable to 
detect the difference in the thoracic angle mentioned, and the black 
line across the eye is comnion to both species, not present in crocale 
and wanting in pomona as stated. The ‘white spiracular band 
touched with bright yellow on segments 2 to 5 ' is only found in 
larvae preparing to pupate, earlier the stripe is white without any 
yellow. 

Satyrioae • 

Elyninias hyperninesira L., undvlaris Drury. 

Sevastopulo, Jnurn. Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., xl, 397 . 193 B. 

Ovum—^Almost spherical, slightlv higher than broad. At first 
creamy white, later yellow. Laid singly on palm fronds, above or 
below. 
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1 st instar—Head black, terminating above in two short tuber¬ 
cles surmounted by a black spine, two more spines and the vestiges 
of a third spaced equally, and projecting outwards, between the tu¬ 
bercle and the jaws. When first hatched body pale yellow, after 
feeding pale green with a darker dorsal line. Under a lens seen to 
be clothed with sparse colourless hairs, each holding a drop of liquid. 
Anal processes pale green and terminating in a black bristle. 

2nd instar—Similar. The cephalic tubercles larger and branch¬ 
ed, the two lateral spines stouter, the vestigial spine obsolete. 
Body with a yellowish double dorsal line, subdorsal stripe and la¬ 
teral line. Anal processes blackish. 

Brd instar—Similar. 

4th (penultimate) instar—^Head black with a yellow lateral 
stripe in continuation of the subdorsal body stripe, and a double 
pale yellow spot between the cephalic processes. Shape square, 
the processes larger and spined and a series of small spines along 
the sides of the face. Body as in previous instar. Anal processes 
pal(‘ orange above and black below, laterally greyish. 

Described from larvae bred in Calcutta in October 1943. 


N VMPH VLIDAK : 

Ergolis meriove Cr., fapesfrina Moore. 

SevHstopulo, Journ., Bomb. Nat. Iluf. 80 c., xli, 312. 1939. 

Ovum—^White. To the naked eye like a speck of mildew, 
under a lens spherical with a flattened base and covered with fairly 
long spines, rather like a miniature sea-urchin. Laid singly on 
the underside of leaves of the food-plant. 

1st instar—Head pale brown. 33ody whitish green with a 
transverse brown dorsal band on the 3rd, (>th and 10th somites. 
Head and body with black bristles in place of the branched spines 
of later instars. 

2nd instar—Similar, but with the bristles replaced by short 
branched spines, all of approximately equal length. 

eSrd instar onwards similar to adult. 

During the first two instars it feeds on the lower surface of 
the leaf, later on the upper. 

Described from larvae bred in Calcutta in August 1943. 

Lycaekidae: ♦ 

Chilades laiun Cr., Jams. 

Moore, Cat. Tjep. Mns. E. 1. Co., i, 21, pi. 12, figs. 1, la. 1857. 

de Nic., Bvft. hid., hi, 89. 1890. 

Bingham, Fauna Brit. Tnd., Butterflies, ii, 366. 1907. 

SeyastopuJo, Journ., Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., xliv, 417, 1944. 

Head small, black, shining and retractile. Colour pole, bright 
green. A darker green dorsal stripe, narrowing from front to rear, 
and edged by a paler line. Traces of a double dark subdorsaUline. 
A pale subspiracular line. Ant gland and tubercles not prominent. * 
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Clothed with short, sparse pubescence. .The usual Lycaenid wood- 
lause shape. One larva had the dark markings replaced by deep 
purple. 

When wild, attended by a very vicious, large, red aiii, but did 
not seem to suffer from lack of its attentions in captivity, as all 
larvae lived through at least one complete instar before pupating. 

Like many Lycaenid larvae, it is apt to eat its pupating and 
moulting companions. 

The pupa varies considerably in the amount of black markings, 
those formed close together or on a dark background are heavily 
marked and have a certain amount of black suffusion, whilst those 
formed singly on young leaves are unsuflfused and have the inaik- 
ings obsolete or nearly so. 

Food-plant —Citrus spp. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta 28-viii-43, 
pupated 31-viii-43 and a mule emerged 5-ix-43. 

Bingham gives the following description, quoting de Niceville, 
‘Pale green at all stages, of the shade of the young leaves of the 
lime and pummeloe bushes on which it l«eds. When full grown 
it is about seven-sixteenths of an inch in length, onisciform as usual; 
the head black, smooth and shining, with a soinev\hat dark grt‘en 
dorsal line down the body, the whole surface but very slightly 
shagreened and covered with extremely line and short downy hairs. 
The constrictions between the segments slight. There are traces 
of two pale subdorsal lines, and there is a pale lateral line below 
the spiracles. The usual extensile organ on the twelfth segment 
short. The larva has no distinctive markings by which it can be 
easily recognised; it is altogether a very plainly^ coloured and 
marked insect. 1 have found it common in Calcutta during the 
rains, the ant uhich attends it betraying its presence. The latter 
has been identified by Dr. A. Forel as Camponoius rubripcs Drury 
(Hylvaticus Fabr.) subspecies compressus Fabr. (Now known as 
C, cornpressus Fabr.)’ 


HETEUOCERA. 

Arctiidae : 

Nola fuscibasalis Hamps. 

Head very pale brownish green. Body pale whitish green 
with a white dorsal stripe containing a median yellow line. A 
subdorsal, lateral and sub-lateral series of small tubercles tuftcal 
with pale hair, the sub-lateral series largest and with the largest 
tufts. The colour is an almost exact match of the underside of 
the leaves of the food-plant and the larva is extremely difficult 
to see. 

Cocoon canoe-shaped, of felted, greyish-brown silk, wdth a 
distinct keel, the front truncate and surmounted by two short 
tufts of silk, sometimes the tufts are longer when there is a second 
double tuft towards the posterior end. A slit in front through 
which the imago emerges. Pupa pale olive green, the dorsum 
tinged with chestnut. Head and anal end obtuse. 
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i<"ood-plant— Zizyphus jujuba. 

i>escnbed from a full fed larva found in .Calcutta l--xi-43, spun 
2-xi-43 and a male emerged 12-xi-43. 

Lymantriidae : 

Dasychira pennatula K. {necuris Hbn.) 

Moore, Lep, Geyl., ii, 95, pi. 115, bg. 15. 1882-83. 

Hamps., Fauna Brit, ImL, Moths, i, 454. 1892. 

Lefroy, Indian Insect Life, 400,,pi. 39, bg. 7. 1909. 

Gardner, Indian Fcretft Uecords^ vi, 301. 1941. 

Ovum—Straw coloured, almost spherical with the top depressed, 
micropyie an orange speck. Laid in neat batches and covered 
with a layer of dried froth. Laid 31-viii-43. Hatched 6 -ix- 43 . 

1st instar—Head black. Body blackish brown, the thoracic 
somites somewhat paler, clothed with loiigish, singie, black hairs. 
1st somite wdth subdorsal tubercles. After feeding becomes pale 
grey with transverse black bands 011 the abdominal somites. 
Dorsal glands orange. Prolegs orange. 

2 nd instar—^Very similar, but the ground colour tinged with 
green and the single black hairs replaced by tufts of greyish. 

8 rd instar—Similar. Head grey, the elypeus and central part 
black. The thoracic somites with narrow black transverse bands. 
All the bands interrupted on the dorsum by a blue-grey spot. 
Tufts from the subdorsal tubercles on the 1st somite black. Hairs 
of the lateral tufts plumose. 

4th instar—Similar, an intersegrnental black transverse dorsal 
line. 

5th instar—Very similar. The ground '^•olour now a definite 
very pale greenish yellow. 4th somite with a minute rufous dorsal 
tuft. The grey-blue dorsal markings more extensive. 12th somite 
with a backward pointing fringe of long black hair. 

6 th (final) instar—Head grey, clotlied with short silky grey 
hair. Ground colour pale yellow green, with intersegrnental black 
lines and transverse black dorsal bands, 8 th somite backwards 
with a black dorsal stripe. An interrupted blue-grey lateral stripe, 
immediately below which is a similar silver-grey stripe, the two 
separated by a black line. Below the silver-grey stripe are two 
series of black spots. 1 st somite with black subdorsal tubercles, 
tufted with a pencil of long black hair, and a double dorsal wart, 
the whole with a fringe of forw^ard-pointing grey hair. A subdorsnl, 
lateral and sub-lateral series of greyish warts giving rise to tufts 
of pale cream hair, the sub-lateral series the densest and containing 
an admixture of plumose hair. 12 th somite with a loose tuft of 
backward-pointing long black hair. 4th to 7th somite.s with short 
dorsal brushes of pale golden hair, each brush rising to a central 
point. Dorsal glands scarlet. Legs and prolegs orange. Venter 
blackish speckled with greenish yellow. 

Food-plant—Grasses. 

Described from larvae bred from ova laid by a Calcutta caught 
female. All my larvae died soon after entering the final instar, 
possibly through feeding on too lush grass. 
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Moore’s description is ‘Larva black, with a few' ochreous hairs 
along the back and- black hairs Iroiu the sides, two long tuits of 
blacK hairs projected in front of iJbe head and a tuft from anal 
segment; a short dense dorsal tuft of red hairs on lifth to eighth 
segments, and a smaller tuft on tenth and eleventh segments;' 
a dorsal and lateral row of green spots, and a similar coloured 
lower lateral hne; head and legs red. Cocoon fusiform, olivaceous 
green. Pupa olivaceous green, hairy, thorax and wing cases black, 
abdominal segments with longitudinal black streaks’, and this 
forms the basis of Ilampson’s description. The dorsal tufts in 
Moore’s figure are dark brown, not red. Lefroy gives an almost 
unrecognisable figure and no description, but states that it feeds 
on cereals, grasses, crucifers and other cultivated plants. 

Sphingidae : 


Acheroniia lachesis F. 

Sevastopulo, Journ. Bomb. Nat. Hist. Sue., xliv, 419. 1944. 

Brown form—Head pinkish ivory, clypeus outlined in black, a 
double black line from just outside the clypeus to vertex, and a 
broad black lateral stripe. Thoracic somites with a broad, olive- 
brown dorsal stripe, darker at both ends and widening from front 
to rear and with a whitish median line. An ivory white subdorsal 
stripe, the lateral area olive brown mottled with darker. Abdo¬ 
minal somites wdth the dorsal area clay brown, the secondary 
segmental rings with lines of very minute white-ringed black 
specks, these specks increasing in size and density on the lateral 
and ventral areas and also from the 11th somite biickw'ards. A 
subdorsul blackish spot on the anterior edge of somites 4 to 10. 
Traces of a blackish spiracular stripe. Spiracles black, very nar¬ 
rowly ringed wdth yellow\ L<:*gs black, speckled with pinkish. 
Prolegs black. Anal claspers and dap deep olive brown wuth a 
pale border. Horn olive browui, the iubercles ivory pink. Thoracic 
somites with the ridges rather more noticeable than in the 
green form. 

Food-plant— Duranta ellisii (Verbenaceae). 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta 4-ix-43, 
buried itself 6-ix-4B and a male emerged 27-ix-4B. 

Theretra elertho Drury, clot ho. 

Hamps., Fauna Brit, Ind., Moths, i, 98. 1892. 

Hamps., III. Het., ix, 57, pi. clxxv, fig. 10. 1898. 

Mell, Biol. n. System., der Sudehin. Spiling., 294, pi. xix, figs. 
9, 10, pi. xxxi, figs. 8, 9. 1922. 

Seitz, Sevtz Indo-Austr. Bombycea, x, 565. 1929. 

Scott, Journ., Bomb. Nat. HisK Soc., wxv. pi. iii, fig. 8. 1981. 

Bell & Scott. Faun. Brit. India., Moths v. 485, pi. v, figs. 18, 
19. 20, pi. xii, fig. 5, pi. XV. fig. 12. 1987. 

3rd instar—Head green. Body green, abdominal somites from 
posterior half of 5th somite backwards minutely speckled with 
darker. 4th somite with a subdorsal ocellus consisting of a pale 
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blue pupil, palest in the centre, surrounded by a cream ring, wider 
below tlian above, and the whole edged by a black line, wide below, 
very narrow at the sides and above. Traces of a bluish dorsal and 
a yellowish subdorsal line from the middle of the oth somite and 
meeting at the base of the horn. Horn purplish, a black basal 
spot, Uie extreme tip wliitish, covered with minute hairs, long 
and sti’aight, and ca 2 )al)]e of being moved up and down. Spira¬ 
cles brownish purple. l.-egs yellowish. Prolegs green, First four 
somites tapered. 

4th instar—{Similar, but the ocellus on the 4th somite consisting 
of a horizontal w’hite linear pupil m a green iris, the whole sur¬ 
rounded by a cream ring and edged with dark blue above and black 
below. J^egs reddish bandeil with yellow. Horn paler than in 
previous instar and without the black basal spot. 

Final instar—Similar to preceding, except that the horn is of 
medium length, mauve, minutely tuberculate and slightly down- 
curved. Dorsal line tinged with mauve. Ocellus surrounded by a 
dark green line above and deep purple below’, the purple diffusing 
slightly into the cream ring. Suhdorsal stiipe edged above with 
dark green. 

Brown form—Head brown, the clypeus and a narrow’ stripe 
to the vertex paler. Body pinkish brown. A dark dorsal line, 
almost obsolete on the abdominal somites except on the interseg- 
mental areas. A narrow dark subdorsal stripe from 1st somite 
to base of horn, edged below^ wuth paler. Thoracic somites very 
slightly speckled with tiarker dorsally, the abdominal with the 
speckles arranged in minute checks and witli a darker x-shaped 
dorsal mark on each somite. The ocellus on the 4th somite 
with the pupil white, the iris olive brown, the surrounding ring 
cream edged with black, shape as m the green form. Lateral 
area darker brown on soujites 1 to 4, tlie same colour as the 
dorsum on the others and with a series of roughly triangular, 
oblique, dark streaks. Venter dark browui on somites 1 to 4, pale 
pinkish browui on the others. Logs pinkish. Prolegs dark brown. 
Spiracles brown. Horn purplish. 

When alarmed the head and first two somites are withdrawn 
into the third, and the ocelli on the 4th somite protrude sliglitly. 

Pupa in a slight cocoon of netted threads spun among dead 
leaves and litter. Ground colour pinkish bone \ery heavily suffused 
and speckled with black except on the dorsum of the first three 
abdominal somites. A broad blackish green dorsal stripe. Spira¬ 
cles black. Venter less suffused with black. Proboscis sheath 
projecting slightly frontally and rather more ventrally. Cremaster 
black, short and triangular, and ending in twvo slightly separated 
points, concave below’' and with a deep pit running from the base 
forward into the 13th somite. 

Food-plant— AmpelopHifi sp., Vitis sp. Scott adds Dillenia 
gijna Eoxb., D. indica L., Hibiscvfi mutabilU L., Fuchsia, 
Amorphoph alius y and Seitz mentions Cissus. 

Described from a larva found in Calcutta, pupated 27-vii-43 
and a female emerged lO-viii-43. 

Hampson's description in the Illustrations is as follows: — 
Tale green, thickly speckled wdth darker spots and striae on 
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fifth to tenth somites; the foiirth somite swollen, bearing a pair 
of large ocellated spots, green, bordered with yellow above and 
pink below, and with a central linear white spot; a pale lateral 
line with dark upper edge from anterior edge of fifth somite to 
root of horn; stigmata edged with pink; horn purple, stout and 
curved. Legs pink; claspers green. There is a variety in which 
the green colour is replaced by brown, with the exception of the 
ocellated spots, which remain olive green. In some specimens 
there are traces of irregular diagonal spots between the spiracles. 
The young larva has^ long thin horn, recurved at the tip.*, and 
this, in an abridged form, is repeated in the Fauna, Seitz writes^ 
‘Larvae green or brown. On the 4th ring a fictitious eye. with 
a horizontal slit pupil, behind this on each ring a blind eye below 
which there is a dark oblique shadow.* Scott mentions that the 
blind ocelli may extend from somites 5 to 10, be confined to that- 
on 5 only, or be entirely absent. 

Lima('odidae * 


Thosea cana Wlk. 

Moore. Lep. CeyL, ii, 129, pi. 180. fig. Sb, 1882-88. 

Humps., Fauna Brit. Ind.^ Moths, i, 878. 1892. 

Hering, Seitz Indo^Auetr: BombyceSy x, 713. 1931. 

Head green marked with brown above the mouth-parts, retrac¬ 
tile. 1st somite green, retractile. Colour pale green with a 
narrow bluish white dorsal stripe. A subdorsal series of ten 
shortish green scoli tufted with yellow bristles and a lateral 
series of ten similar but larger scoli, the first scolus of each series 
rather shorter than the others. A series of irregular depressed 
marks edged with yellow between the two series of scoli. A sub- 
lateral yellow line. Venter yellowish. Before pupation the co¬ 
lour becomes duller and the dorsum develops a reddish suffusion 
at each end. 

Cocoon of the usual hard Limacodid type, ovoid, of a dark 
chestnut brown colour. Empty pupa skin brownish yellow. 

Food-plant— Cassia fisiula L. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta lO-viii-43, 
spun 14-viii-43 and a female emerged 26-ix-43. 

All the published descriptions are based on that of Moore: — 
‘Larva onisciform, oblong, convex above, green with a pale 
yellowish, white dorsal band, a subdorsal row of very short 
spinous tubercles, and a sub-lateral row of somewhat larger tuber¬ 
cles; spiracles with pale rings. Cocoon oval, purple brown. 
Feeds on Cassia auriculata, etc.* 

Thosea tripartita Moore. 

Sevastopulo, Joum,, Bomb. Nat. Hist, fifoc., xlv, 193. 1945. 

Head brown, retractile. 1st somite green retractile. Body 
grass green with a bright blue, narrow, dorsal stripe, edged with 
darker blue and bordered by a narrow yellow stripe. A paired 
dorsal series of dull bluish glandular-looking specks, barely visible 
S 
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without a lens. A subdorsal series of ten short, erect, green sooli 
tufted with greenish bristles, and a sub-lateral series of larger, 
•outward-pointing scoli, the first scolus of each series smaller than 
the others. A series of irregular sunken marks outlined by a 
jellow line between the two series of scoli. Ventral surface paler 
green. When full fed the ground colour becomes bluer and the 
yellow dorsal stripes fade. lEomediately before pupation, the 
ground colour turns to a golden brown slightly tinged with pink, 
the dorsal line pinkish. 

There is considerable minor variation, one larva had a small 
white dorsal spot in the middle of the blue stripe on the 4th and 
7th somites; another had the dorsal stripe purple with a central 
white line from 2nd to 4th somites, then blue with a short purple 
bar surrounding a white spot on the 7th and a purple-ringed white 
spot on the 10th somite. 

Food plant —Ricinus communis L. (Castor). 

Described from a number of full fed larvae found in Calcutta, 
•one of which spun 81-viii-4B and a female emerged ]8-ix-43. 

Altha nivea Wlk. 

Sevastopulo, Journ. Bomb. Nai. His>t. Soc., xlii, 288. 1941. 

Very young larvae are a translucent greyish-white with a trans¬ 
verse olive brown band anteriorly, centrally and posteriorly, the 
•central band rather broader than the others. Under a lens there 
is a double dorsal series of six transparent, glassy humps. Later 
the colour becomes green, but the humps persist until the larva 
is more than half grown. 

When small the larva feeds on the upper surface of the leaf, 
-eating out a narrow, semi-transparent track. 

Food-plant —Ricinus communis L. (Gastory. 

Described from larvae found in Calcutta in August 1943. 


Noctuidae : 

Phlegetonia delatrix Guen. 

Moore, Lep. CeyL, iii, 63, pi. 151, fig. 6a. 1884-87. 

Hamps., Fauna Brit. Ind.^ Moths, ii, 891. 1894. 

Hamps., Cat. Lep. Phal., xi, 83. 1912. 

Gaede, Seitz Indo-Austr. Noctuidae, xi, 360. 1937. 

Head yellow green, somewhat flattened. Body rather bluer 
green, the intersegmental folds yellower, a yellow subdorsal line, 
'almost obsolete on the thoracic somites, and a faint yellow spira- 
cular line. A pulsating dark dorsal line. Spiracles yellow. Legs 
and prolegs very pale green. The younger larvae with the abdo¬ 
minal somites suffused with purplish due to the colour of the food 
in the intestines. A few short colourless hairs. Shape short and 
stout, the posterior somites with a somewhat square appearance. 
Turns purplish just prior to pupation. 

Pupa in a slight earth covered cocoon attached to a leaf in 
captivity, in the wild state probably among litter on the surface 
of the soil. Dark mahogany, the wing cases, leg and antenna 
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sheathes paler» the intersegmental areas and an indistinct dorsal 
line darker. Cuticle punctate. The abdomen ending in a blunt 
cone without any trace of cremaster or bristles. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta 18*vii-48, 
pupated 21-Yii-43 and a male emerged 31>vii'48. 

Moore’s description is as follows:—‘Larva green, paler on the 
sides; with a slender subdorsal whitish line and a row of small 
lateral spots. Pupa red, enclosed in a slight cocoon under portions 
of leaves and excrement’, and this appears to be the basis of the 
other published descriptions. 

Achaea melicerte Drury. 

Sevastopulo, Journ., Bomb. N(vt. Hist. Soc., xU, 319. 1939. 

1st instar—^Head yellow brown. Body yellow brown, becoming 
darkish green after feeding. Under a lens with minute black 
specks giving rise to short colourless hairs. A semi-looper. 

2 nd instar—Head brown, clypeus filled in with white, and with 
two white spots on each side of the vertex. Body grey, thickly 
coated with a white mealy powder. A lateral series of black spots, 
increasing in size from 3rd to 4th somites and then decreas¬ 
ing again to the 9th, and a dorsal series on the 4th to 7th somites. 
Traces of a white subdorsal line. 11th somite with a dorsal pair 
of black tubercles each bearing a black bristle, 12th somite with 
a similar but smaller pair. Legs black. Prolegs blackish, first 
pair obsolete, second obsolescent. 

3rd instar—Similar to preceding but with much less of the 
rnealy covering. Head with a white lateral blotch. 

4th instar—Similar to preceding but without any mealy cover¬ 
ing. Ground colour grey minutely speckled with darker. In some 
specimens the dorsum distinctly blacker than the rest of the body. 
Lateral black spots ringed with whitish. A transverse black dorsal 
band on the posterior edge of the 4th somite, with a series of four 
white spots immediately behind. Head with the ground colour 
black. 

5th (final) instar—^There is very considerable variation. In 
some cases the black dorsal and lateral stripes are wanting, whilst 
in others the black colouration is increased completely obliterating 
the usual brown areas, the larva appearing to be black with a 
whitish subdorsal line, a yellowish supra—and a reddish subspira- 
cular one. In these examples the ground colour of the head is 
black, the transverse black band on the 4th somite invisible but 
the spots behind very noticeable. Some of the unicolorous, pale 
specimens lacked the cream coloured lateral patch on the head. 

Food-plant—I have also found this larva on cultivated Boses. 

Described from larvae bred in Calcutta in October 1943. 

GEOMETaiDAB .’ 


Ptochophyle togata F. 

Pupating larva—^Head green, bifid. Body green, the abdominal 
somites with a dorsal stripe composed of small purple blotches. 
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‘ Pupa formed in the trough of a leaf, the edges pulled together* 
sHghtly by a few strands of white silk, attached hy the cremaktcir 
and a girdle to a slight carpet of white silk. Colour frosted gfeen^ 
the hera and prothorax truncate and olive brown in colour. Cre¬ 
master puiple brown. The end of the abdomen just anterior to 
the er^emaster is angled so ihat the pupa stands at an angle of 
about 45® from the vertical. 

Described from a pupating larva found in Calcutta 28-vui-4fi. 
Pupated 28-viii-43 and a female emerged l-ix-48. ' 

Pyralidae ; 

Zinckenia perspectalis Hbn. 

Head brownish black, very shiny. Ist somite with a shiny, 
brownish black dorsal plate, divided in the middle by a white 
stripe. Body green, paler below the spiracles. A pulsating dark 
/dorsal line, a pale spiracular line. A few single colourless hairs. 
Legs and prolegs almost colourless. Turns red before pupation. 

Pupa in a silk-lined cell formed by biting through a leaf of the 
food-plant almost to the centre vein and joining the two flaps thus 
formed together. Pale chestnut brown, not very slender, the leg 
and proboscis sheathes not extending beyond the wing cases. 
Male pupa with a small projection behind the eye, containing the 
tooth on the antenna. 

Food-plant—Garden Balsam. The laiva spins the leaves at 
the tip of a shoot together and lives and feeds within. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta 26-viii-43, 
pupated 29-viii-48 and a male emerged 5-ix-48, 

Fhryganodes analis Snell. 

' Head very pale ivory white, the mandibles blackish and with 
a fine blackish line above the antennae. Body with the thoracic 
somites very pale buff, the abdominal bluish white, the colour due 
mainly to the contents of the intestines. A pulsating dark dorsal 
line. Legs old ivory. Prolegs bluish white. Spiracles white. So¬ 
mites rather deeply divided, thoracic somites somewhat flattened. 
A few, fairly long colourless hairs. Turns pink before pupation. 

Pupa in a folded leaf lined with white silk. Eeddish brown, 
slender. The cremaster fairly long and fixed in the silk lining 
of the leaf. 

Food-plant —Cassia fistula L., spinning two leaves together and 
living and feeding between. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta 28-vii-43, 
pupated 31-vii-48 and a male emerged 8-viii-48. 

Lepyrodes neptis Cr. 

Head yellow green with a blackish lateral line. Body jade 
green, rather more opaque than most Pyralid larvae, with a darker 
dorsal stripe. 1st somite with a very minute black subdorsal dot, 
Slid somite with a slightly larger dot. A few short colourless 
hairs. Lives in silk-lined, spun-together leaf. 

Pupa in a spun-together leaf. Emerald gre^n with a darker 
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dorsal abdominal line, Very long and slender, the head produced 
to a snout, the body widest just before the middle of the thorax 
and then tapering towards the cremarter. Legs and antenna cases 
very long and extending almost to the end of the abdomen. Cre¬ 
master a black triangular point armed with short hooked spines. 

Pood-plant—Jasmine. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta 8-X-43, pu¬ 
pated 5-X-48 and a male emerged lO-x-48. 

Leucinodes orbonalis Guen. 

Cotes Indian Museum Notes, iii, 100. 

Lefroy, Indian Insect Life, 518. 1909. 

Head chestnut brown. Ist somite with a brown dorsal plate. 
Body pinkish brown with a darker dorsal line. Anal plate blackish 
brown. 2nd and 8rd somites with a transverse series of six olive 
green w*arts bearing colourless bristles. Abdominal somites with a 
subdorsal, suora- and sub-spiracular series of similar, but smaller, 
warts, all of which are only visible under a lens. ^Venter and pro¬ 
legs very pale pinkish brown. Legs blackish. Spiracles blackish. 
Turns pink before pupation. 

Pupa in a flat cocoon of pinkish, parchment-like silk spun be¬ 
tween leaves, in nature probably among dead leaves on the ground. 
Stoutish, the dorsum of the abdominal somites deep pink, the 
venter pale yellow, thorax and wing cases brownish yellow. Leg 
and proboscis sheathes extending slightly beyond the edge of (he 
wing cases. Cremaster short, spade-shaped and fringed with very 
fine hooked spines. 

Food-plant—Various species of Solana(‘.eae, feeding in the 
fruits. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta 15-X-48, spun 
17-X-43 and a female emerged 28-X-48. 

Lefroy describes the larva as being pink, smooth and almost 
hairless, boring in the fruit of wild and cultivated Brinjal. 

Pyrausta incoloralis Guen. 

Head yellowish green, bearing a few colourless bristles. Body 
rather bluer green, chiefly due to the contents of the intestines. 
A white spiracular line. 2nd somite with a minute black subdorsal 
speck. A few colourless hairs. Legs and prolegs pale glassy green. 
The larva lives under a web spun on the underside of a leaf of the 
food-plant and is extremely difficult to detect as the colour of the 
silk is an exact match of the silver-grey colour of the leaf. 

Pupa Jn a cocoon of fairly dense white silk spun in a turned 
over leaf. Very pale green, the abdominal somites tinged w’ith 
whitish. A very fine transverse brown line dorsally on the posterior 
edge of the 1st, 2nd and 8rd abdominal somites. Leg and proboscis 
sheathes slightly longer than the wing cases. Cuticle of abdomen 
very minutely punctate. 

Pood-plant —Cdlotropis procera Br. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta 12-xi-43, 
pupated 16-xi-43 and a female emerged 24 xi-43. 

(To be continued,) 



SOME OBSERVATIONS ON SOUTH INDIAN 

COMMELINAS; TWO NEW SPECIES OF COMMELINA 
FROM SOUTH INDIA.^ 

BY 

Edward Barnes 
(With two plates) 

It is well-known that in the genus Commelina the spathe usually 
contains two cymes, that the flowers of each cyme open one at 
a time and remain open only for a few hours, and that the flowers 
of the inner cyme are often infertile. Very little further informa¬ 
tion about the flowering of these plants appears to be available. 
The writer has made observations on the sequence of flowering 
in a number of South Indian species, the details of which are 
recorded below under each species. It is found that each species 
has a more or less characteristic behaviour, the average interval 
between the opening of successive flowers, and the variation of 
this interval, differing in different species. This behaviour is no 
doubt affected by temperature, humidity, fertility of soil and other 
external factors, but it appears to be largely characteristic of the 
species, as most species will grow and flower only between cer¬ 
tain limits of warmth and moisture. 

An interesting fact noticed during these ob‘:ervations is that 
the development of the pistil in a flower of the outer cyme depends 
on whether or not the previous flowers of that cyme have been 
fertilised and are forming capsules. Usually the first few flowers 
on the outer cyme have completely developed and fertile pistils. 
After one or more capsules have been set, subsequent flowers have 
pistils aborted to various degrees. The stages of abortion are 
usually—shortened style, further shortened style which remains 
coiled, small ovary and almost no style, vestigial ovary. In all 
flowers the stamens are fully developed and fertile. If, however, 
each flower is removed after opening, or even if the partially 


^Except for a few very minor details, the ms. of this article was complete 
at the time of my husband’s death. Owing to the difficulty of correspondence 
with Britain during the War, he was unable to send specimens of the two new 
species to Kew Herbarium for examination and report, and he planned to con¬ 
sult specialists in India before publishing the descriptions. This he was pre¬ 
vented from doing by illness and death. He had, however, named both species, 
and written the Latin diagnosis for C. indehiscens. Thanks are due to 
Mr K. Cherian Jacob of the Government Agricultural College, Coimbatore, 
and Dr S. K. Mukerjee, Curator of the Herbarium of the Royal Botanic 
Garden, Calcutta, for their kindness. in scrutinising specimens and studying 
the yvritten descriptions. They have confirmed my husband’s opinion that both 
Commelina indehiscens and Commelina tricolor are new and distinct species. 
Dr Mukerjee kindly supplied the Latin diagnosis for C. tricolor, 

Alice M. Barnes. 
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developed capsule or capsules are removed from the cyme, the 
subsequently opening flowers develop fertile pistils. On the other 
hand, the removal of the whole outer cyme from a spathe while 
in bud does not appear to induce the infertile flowers of the inner 
cyme of that spathe to develop pistils, although vestigial pistils 
may be present, and although perfect flowers producing capsules 
may very occasionally occur on the inner cyme in that spedies. 

In identifying the plants used, it was found that both the pub¬ 
lished descriptions and the reference herbarium material are often 
incomplete. This is especially the case as regards the flower. The 
petals are very delicate, soon shrivel and stick to the pressing 
paper; the filaments and style although slender are succulent, and 
they coil together and lose most of their characteristics on drying. 
Consequently very few herbarium specimens have flowers of which 
the details can be made out. As the original descriptions of a 
number of species were made from herbarium material, the details 
of the flowers appear never to have been recorded in these cases. 
It therefore appeared to be desirable to give a description of the 
living flower, especially as the flower does not appear to vary 
much in the different forms of the same species, and as there 
are sometimes characteristic features or combinations of features 
useful in identification. 

In this genus identification is frequently difficult. Jlot only are 
the flowers often undescribed or inadequately described, but the 
leaf and stem are often very variable, and in most species there 
are a number of forms or varieties differing in habit, hairiness and 
other characters. Classification is based largely on the characters 
of the spathe, capsule and seed. But unfortunately, in spite of free 
flowering, it is often remarkably difficult to find ripe capsules and 
seeds of the plants in the wild state. Probably birds or field mice 
search systematically for the maturing capsules. This may account 
for the fact that many herbarium specimens are without mature 
capsules and seeds, and it is not surprising that much confusion 
exists as to their identity. In order to establish the identity of 
the plants referred to, and because the details, if recorded, are not 
easily available, descriptions of the spathe, capsule and seed have 
also been given in this article for each species. 

Method of Observation : 

The method of observing the sequence of flowering was very 
simple. A small numbered ticket was attached to each spathe 
when it first flowered, and each morning it was recorded which 
marked spathes had flowers; the state of development of the pistil 
in each flower was also noted. As far as possible observations 
were made on plants growing in their native habitat. It was found, 
however, that such plants suffer many casualties. The flowers and 
spathes are attacked by many insects, and the plants being succu¬ 
lent are sought for by browsing animals. Consequently with un¬ 
protected plants only a small proportion of marked spathes usually 
survives for complete observation. Where observation could not 
be made in the field, the plants were planted in pots and kept in 
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the writer’s garden, but observation was not b^un for somj^ 
weeks or months so that the plants should have become accli¬ 
matised to ^their new situation. 

A Method of Preserving the Flowers: 

As it is very desirable that herbarium material should include 
well-preserved flowers, the following simple method of collection 
mid treatment is given. The flowers are usually open only in the 
morning and shrivel soon after collection. They should therefore 
be pressed on the field. A small easily portable press about JOX <5 
ins. made of 3-ply wood and with three butterfly screws, and con¬ 
taining sufficient absorbent paper, is convenient. An envelope con¬ 
taining pieces of good quality white tissue paper about 2 ins. square 
and folded double should be kept in the press. In addition to com¬ 
plete specimens of the plant, several flowering spathes should be 
gathered. The spathe should be opened out and any mucilage 
absorbed and then the flower and open spathe should be carefully 
pressed between a folded tissue paper. The pressing paper should 
be changed without opening the tissue papers till the flowers and 
spathes are quite dry. Then a quantity of Canada balsam diluted 
with toluene or xylene is applied to both sides of each folded tissue 
paper which is then pressed between two microscope slides so as 
to expel air bubbles and excess of balsam. The slides are then 
dried in a warm place. If the tissue paper is of good quality, it 
becomes almost completely transparent in Canada balsam, and the 
■details of the flower can be clearly seen even with a lens. The 
-colour of the petals is not affected by long exposure to light if 
preserved in this way. Instead of using glass slides, a patch of 
Canada balsam may be applied to each side of the folded tissue 
paper over the flower. After drying for some days, these papers 
may be mounted on the sheets with the rest of the plant. The 
result without glass is not however very permanent as after some 
months or years the Canada balsam turns brown and the’colour 
■of the petals fades. 

Some observations have also been made on self-fertUisation*by 
the cqiling together of the stamens and style. In some species this 
■coiling is highly developed and Is very successful in ensuring fer¬ 
tilisation, while in others it is quite ineffectual. The style and the 
anthers of the lateral stamens are coiled in the bud, and the coiling 
in the latter stages of flowering is apparently a reversal of the 
process of expansion. Only in some species has this movement 
been elaborated and adapted to self-fertilisation. The fact that coil¬ 
ing of the anthers occurs in male flowers as well as in perfect ones 
suggests that the action is purely mechanical. 

In some species the spathe contains mucilage in which the flower 
buds remain immersed. The purpose of this mucilage appears to 
■be to prevent the buds from being attacked by aphides and other 
small insects. The buds of species that do not produce mucilage, 
such as C. clavata and C. indehiscens, are often much attacked by 
'aphides which are placed in the spathes by small ants. 

Some brief notes about distribution, forms and habits are given. 
It is remarkable that even the colour of ,some common species does 
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not appear to have been correctly recorded. Some species have 
several different forms differing in leaf, size and shape and in habit. 
Some of these forms appear to be sufficiently distinct to be given 
the status of varieties, but much more ^complete collections and 
many more field observations appear to be necessary before this 
can be usefully undertaken. 

CMHBelifia nudiflora Linn. 

Flower and Spothe. 

Spath(3 rather variable in shape, ovate-cordate, tapering to an acute or acu¬ 
minate tip, the two halves folded together, or oblong-lanceolate, the two halves 
folded together at the base but the npper portion flat and ligulate with a more 
or less rounded tip, up to 3.5 cms. long and 1.5 cms. broad (opened out), 
glabrous, without mucilage; p^uncle slender, from about half as long as the 
spathe to much longer, sometimes slightly hairy at the upper end, solitary, 
leaf-opposed. Inner cyme branch nearly twice as long as the outer. 

Two anterior sepals broadly ovate, concave, joined together at the base for 
about 1/3 their len^h, white or tinged blue, with 2 or 3 obscure greenish nerves, 
tips rounded; posterior sepal broadly boat-shaped, with 3 or more prominent 
green nerves, tip incurv'ed. Two posterior petals cordate-reniform, unequal¬ 
sided, .6-.7 cm. dia. claws narr(»v\, at about right angles; anterior petal a little 
smaller, cordate, concave, margin irregular, tip rounded or bluntly triangular, 
claw very short ; all usually d^•ep blue, sometimes paler. Two lateral stamens 
with long blue filaments and small anthers with blackish margins; median 
stamen with shorter filament, .another larger, deep yellow, the cells curved and 
diverging at the base, connective between the cells white or blackish. Pollen 
grains yellow, narrowly ovoid, with a longitudinal groove, surface smooth, 
minutely pitted, rather variable in size, .04-.05 x .02-.03 mm. Siaminodes 
more often z than 3, filaments slender, blue, about half as long as those of 
the lateral stamens heads yellow with two long large lobes and usually several 
small round ones; third staminode when present often without a head. Ovary 
ovoid narrowed to the style, papilose, pale green : style about as long as the 
longer stamens blue curved forward. 

Sequence of Floiceriri^, 

There are normally two cyme branches in the spathe. The inner bears usu¬ 
ally one but sometimes up to 3 flower buds. With very few exceptions the 
first two of these on opening are found to be male; the third does not mature. 

Of the 3 or 4 flower buds on the outer cyme branch the flower developing from 

the first is almost alw;iys perfect, but only a small percentage of second and third 
flowers have fully developed pistils, and the fourth rarely opens. Plants from 
Chembararnbakkain and from the Unamalai Hills, both in the Chingleput 
District, were grown at Tambaram and 123 spathes were marked between 
December and April. Of these on first flowering, 99 Had a perfect flower 

on the outer branch only; in 15 there w^ere both a male on the inner and t per¬ 
fect flower on the outer branch; 6 had a male on the inner branch only; 2 had 
perfect flowers on both cymes, and one had an imperfect flower on the outer cyme 
branch. Of tho.se that first produced a perfect flower on tho outer branch, 
37 next had a male flower on the inner branch (25 next day, 7 after an 

interval of i day, 5 after 2 days, 3 after 3 days, 1 after 5 days). Of the 15 
that first opened flowers on both branches, 3 next opened a second male on (he 
inner branch (after 2 days), and 2 produced an imperfect flower on the outer 
branch (after i and 2 days). Two of the spathes that first had a male on the 
inner branch n«'xt opened a perfect flower on the outer branch (after i and 2 
days), and one had an imperfect flower on the outer branch (after 1 day). The 
2 spathes that had a perfect flower on each cyme produced an imperfect flower 
on the outer cyme after one day, and one of these opened a second perfect 
flower on the inner branch on the following day. Of the other spathes that 
were in flower on a third occasion, 14 had perfect and 17 had incomplete flowers 
on the outer branch; 2 had second male flowers on the inner branch, and 
one had a male on the inner and a perfect flower on the outer. Very few 
spathes produced a further flower, and these were mostly incomplete ones on 
the outer branch. * 
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Plants from Palmaner (Chittoor District) grown at Tambaram behaved 
similarly. Of 10 spatbeS) 7 produced first a perfect flower on the outer branch, 
followed in 3 cases by a male on the inner next day or after an interval of one 
day; 3 had a male on tlie inner and a perfect flower on the outer branch on first 
flowering, followed after an interval of a day by a second perfect or imperfect 
ilowor on the outer branch. 

Plants from Trivandrum also behaved in a similar manner except that more 
frequently two flowers opened on the inner cyme branch with intervals of i 
to 3 days. 

As in the case of C. kutzii, the removal of a perfect flower has the effect of 
causing the next flower to become peifect. The perfect flowers on the outer 
branches of 7 spathes were cut off. In each case the second flower was perfect. 
These were removed and the third flower was also perfect. From 6 spathes 
the capsule which had developed on the outer branch of the cyme was remftved. 
In five cases the next flower on this branch was perfect, and in the other the 
flower had an imperfect pistil. Occasionally a flower on the inner cyme branch 
is perfect and a capsule may be formed. It was thought that by completely 
removing the outer cyme branch some days before a flower opened, the flower 
or flowers of the inner cyme might become perfect. However, after removing 
the outer branch of the cyme while in bud from 6 spathes, it was found in each 
case that the flower that later opened on the inner cyme branch was male. 

Self •fertilisation. 

The filaments of the lateral stamens coil strongly and the filament of the 
median stamen also coils at its upper end. The style bends so that the stigma 
usually comes in contact with the anthers. The staminodes do not usually coil. 
An examination of numerous spathes with capsules showed that in most cases 
a capsule was formed from the first flower of the outer branch. This suggests 
that self-fertilisation is usually effective. * 

Capsule and Seed, 

Capsule ovoid-oblong, slightly constricted at the middle, buff-coloured, 
surface smooth or very finely furrowed, tip shortly cuspidate, 3-celled, 2-valved, 
2-cells, 2-seeded, posticous cell i-seeded and indchiscent. After dehiscence both 
valves remain attached to the pedicel. The peduncle becomes more or less de- 
flexed before the capsules dehisce, and so the seeds of the two anticous cells 
usually fall out. Some time after dehiscence the peduncle becomes detached 
from the plant, and the brown and shrivelled spathe containing the i-seeded 
indehiscent cell of the capsule falls to the ground and is likely to be blown to 
some distance by the wind. Not infrequently two capsules mature on the 
outer cyme branch. Very rarely there may be a capsule on the inner branch. 

Seeds ovoid, truncate at one end, 2.5-3 Jong, greyish-black, cindery, 

surface coarsely reticulate and with finer reticulations in the pits, ons face 
flattened and with a longitudinal ridge (hilum), one edge with an obscure 
round pit with a blunt process at the centre (micropyle). 

From flowering to dehiscence of capsule averages about 18 days, variation 
16 to 21 days. 

Distribution, 

This plant is common on the margins of ponds and in other wet places 
on the plains and up to the Mysore Plateau (Chingleput, Nellore, Chittoor, 
Trivandrum). It roots very freely at the nodes, the roots often being 6 inches 
long or more before reaching the ground. The roots are fibrous. The plant 
is an annual but is able to persist if conditions remain moist. 

Comnelina indebisceas E. Barnes sp. nov. 

C. nudiflorae Linn, affinis, sed major, capsula i-sperma indehiscente, floribus 
cleistogamis, capsulis subterraneis differt. 

A much branched extensively-running prostrate, probably perennial herb. 
Roots long and fibrous. Stems round, up to about 6 cm. in diameter, glabrous, 
green, often with red longitudinal striations. Leaves ovate to broadly lanceolate, 
slightly unequal-sided, up to 13 cms. long and 3.5 cms. broad, usually smaller, 
apex acute or acuminate, base rounded and then narrowed to a petiole up to 
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about I cm. long, with short stiff somewhat bulbous-based hairs on both 
surfaces sometimes almost glabrous, margin minutely serrate; sheaths up to 
a.c cms! long, strigose, mouth ciliate, often lax and striated and mottled with 
red. Spathes broadly cordate, apex acute, the two halves folded together, usu¬ 
ally about 2 cms. long and broad (opened out), sometimes larger, outer surface 
somewhat strigose; peduncles up to 3 cms. long, strigose, leaf-opposed. Post^ 
rior sepal boat-shaped, apex narrowed and concave; anterior sepals ovate-orbi¬ 
cular, concave, fused together for about 1/3 of their length, colourless and 
transparent. Posterior petals with broadly reniform or deltoid lobes, up to 
about .9 cm. diameter, claws slender, at about right angles to one another; 
anterior petal a little smaller, sometimes with a blunt triangular apex, claw 
short; all bright blue. Staminodes 3 or 2; filaments slender, about as long 
as the median stamen; heads yellow, with 2 larger and 2 smaller lobes on 
narrow stipes, often wanting in the posterior staminode. Lateral stamens with 
long, slender more or less straight filaments; anthers small, yellow margined 
with bluish-grey, cleft at the base; median stamen with shorter filament and 
larger anther the cells of which diverge at the base. Pollen grains ovoid- 
oblong, slightly curved, .07-09 x .04 mm., surface finely and densely spinulose. 
Ovary slightly papillose tapering to the style, 2 cells 2-ovuled, i cell i-ovuled; 
style a little longer than the stamens, curved forward. Capsule indehiscent, 
3-celled, 2 anticous cells linear, empty, posticous cell gibbous, keeled, i-seeded, 
apex acuminate, sometimes curved, surface light brown, finely wrinkled. Se(‘d 
(after removing the adhering cell-wall) ovoid, .5 cm. long, black, surface reti- 
culately pitted, the ridges forming the reticulations brown, irregular and with 
short lateral branches, a round pit with a central point on one side (micropyle). 

Seqtietii'c of Floivcritif^. 

Plants from the Billigirirangan Hills were grown at Tamhartm and 28 
spathes were marked (Feb. and March). Their flowering was found to be 
much more irregular than any otIn*r species examined. Six of these spathes 
had a small leaf in place of the inner cyme, and 13 others had no inner cyme, 
or it did not mature any flowers. The remaining 9 spathes had together 18 
flowers on the inner cyme; 13 of these were male or had an incompletely 
developed pistil, and 5 were perfect, three being on the same cyme. On the 
outer cyme branch, 7 spathes first produced one or more perfect flowers to be 
followed by flowers with pistils aborted to various degrees. Successive flowers 
followed on the next day in 7 cases, after an interval of 1 day in ii cases, and 
after an interval of 2 days in 5 cases. As judged by other species, this may 
be regarded as the probable normal behaviour. Seven other spathes, however, 
behaved in the opposite manner, producing first one or more male or imper¬ 
fect flowers and then producing perfect flowers. Three spathes produced only 
imperfect flowers on the outer cyme*. Nine others produced only perfect flowers 
on the outer branch, several having as many as 7 opening on successive days, 
or after an interval of i day. No capsule was formed in these mine spathes, 
as self-fertilisation does not occur in this species. 

Self-fertilisation. 

The lateral stamens coil only after the petals have begun to wilt. The 
staminodes do not coil and the median stamen does not appear to coil although 
it becomes curved inwards as a result of the shrivelling of the petals. The 
style does not coil but remains erect when the flower has completely shrivelled. 
Self-fertilisation therefore does not usually occur. The small percentage of 
capsules set by perfect flowers when the plants are grown where they are not 
visited by the insects of their native habitat, confirms this (see above). The 
same plants when pollen was transferred by a brush, produced capsules readily. 

Underground Capsules, 

On^ examining the root system it was found that at a number of nodes, 
in addition to several roots, slender underground stems bearing capsules have 
their origin. These underground stems are white, having usually 4-6 nodes, 
each with a scarious ovate acute leaf about .5 cm. long or less. A small 
root usually emerges from the node just above the capsule. The capsules are 
similar to the normal capsules but are stouter and with less acute tips; they 
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also contain a single seed in the posticous cell. The is .6 cm. long with 
<the surface very obscurely reticulate. Thesfe capsules originate from tindergrouad 
cleistpgamous flowers. 

No underground cleistogamous flowers were found, but several flowers inter¬ 
mediate between normal and cleistogamous ones were seen. These are foitned 
when the node bearing a slender lateral branch that would normally produce p 
cleistogamous flower is not in contact with the ground owing to a rock or 
other obstacle, and so the lateral branch is not able to penetrate the soil. Such 
branchlets are Strongly geotropic and run vertically from the node towards the 
ground. They bear at their ends a very small green spathe containing one or 
two reduced cymes. Each of the spathes seen had a flower on the outer 
.branch. These flowers had 3 blue petals more or less equal in size but much 
smaller than in normal flowers. They had well developed pistils but with 
short styles^; and three staminodes. One had all three stamens fertile; in 
one the lateral stamens only had a little pollen; and the other had all three 
anthers infertile. The flowers were facing the ground and one was face down¬ 
wards on the ground. 

Occurrence. ^ 

This plant occurs in swamps and on the margins of streams in wet. ever¬ 
green forest on the Billigirirangan Hills, Mysore, at about 4,000 ft.—Minchiguli 
Valley, and near Bedaguli. It flowers In June when the underground capsules 
are also present. Plants seen in September had neither flower nor underground 
capsules. It was also found to be common in the Ouchterlony Valley, Western 
Nilgiris, along streams at about 3,000 ft., and in the Nilgiri Wynz^ad about 
a mile west of Nadgani, flowering and with underground capsules in August. 
It was also found at Palaar, Travancore High Range, FI. May Nos. 1527, 1776, 
2135-7, 2163-5, 22q6. 

The spathe, after a capsule has formed and the flowering is over, becomes 
deflexed so that the open edge rests on the ground. 

A stem that was measured was 7.35 metres long and was still growing., 
It had rooted at most nodes and at 24 of these nodes there were semi-erect leafy 
branches up to 25 cms. long. The same plant had a number of other main stems 
several metres long, running in other directions. About half the flowers seen 
had only 2 staminodes. 

This plant is probably common in evergreen forest at 3-4,000 ft. It superfi¬ 
cially resembles C. clavata (Clarke), and has probably often been mistaken 
for it. The indehiscent capsule is a unique character, and the combination— 
complicate, not funnel-shaped, spathe and cleistogamous flowers—distinguishes 
this plant from other South Indian species. 

Cofflmellna hirsuta riarke. 

Spdthe and Flower. 

Spathe solitary, leaf-opposed, lanceolate or ovate-lanceolate, 1.8 to 4.0 cms. 
long, i.o to 1.5 cms. broad (opened out), the two halves folded together, base 
rounded or somewhat cordate, apex acuminate, margin dark red, with stiff white 
slightly bulbous-based hairs along the basal lialf or thri»ughoiit, outer surface 
with very short hairs, mucilage absent or scanty. Peduncles slender, 
up to 7*5 cms. long, hirsute, often reddish. Inner cyme branch usually barren 
and only a few mm. long, hairy, tip pointed, rarely bearing a single flower 
with an undeveloped pistil; outer cyme branch 3-to 5-flowered, broad, channelled 
on the inner side, hairy, often with a very narrow collar-like bract below the 
pedicels; pedicels hairy. Posterior sepal broadly boat-shaped, with 3 broad 
giieen veins, margin colourless; anterior sepals obovate-oblong, fused together 
near the base, concave, colourless with 1 or 2 diffuse veins. Posterior petals 
orbicular unequal-sided at the base, up to 1.3 cms. dia., margin irregularly 
crenate sometimes shallowly toothed, claws rather short; anterior petal a 
little smaller, cordate, apex bluntly triangular, claw short; all petals deep 
turquoise blue. Two lateral stamens with rather thick, nearly straight, blue 
filaments and large yellow anthers, the cells separated at the base; median 
stamen similar but filament abont 2/3 as long and anther cells diverging below. 
Three staminodes with slender filaments 1/3 to i as long as those of the 
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lateral stamens, heads small and variable in shape, usually with an irregularly 
roundish on pear-shaped lobe or two-lobed, white, blue or purple. Ovary tomen- 
tose; style about as long as the lateral stamen, more or loss straight and 
erect; tip turned back, blue. 

'The small staminodes with irregular heads, and the dark turquoise blue 
petals are characteristic. 

Sequence of Flowering. 

There is a longer interval between the opening of successive flowers of 
the same spathe in this species than in any other studied. For 37 cases of 
plants growing on the Nilgiris at 6,500 ft. and flowering in June to August 
the avearge interval was 5.2 days. The periods were:—^3 cases 3 days, 7-4 
days, 11-5 days, 13-6 days 3-7 days. The first flower on the outer branch is 
perfect and subsequent flowers are perfect till a capsule is formed, after which 
some flowers have an undeveloped pistil with short white coiled style, but most 
are perfect. The last one or two buds on the cyme do not usually develop. 

Self •fertilisation. 

Only the filaments of the lateral stamens coil and these complete only about 
one coil. Neither the style, the staminodes nor the median stamen coil before 
the petals shrivel. As the style is erect and its tip turned away from the 
stamens the motion of the anthers of the lateral stamens on coiling does 
not bring them near the stigma, and so self-fertilisation is not brought about 
by these movements. The petals on shrivelling close over the stamens and 
style, and it is possible that occasionally the stigma may thus be bent down 
to the coiled stamens. On wet days the shrivelling of the petals may not 
occur till nightfall. Observatoin shows that only a very small perct'ntage of 
flowers form a capsule, more than one capsule Ix ing found in a spatho only 
verry rarely, and often there is none. 

Capsule and Seed. 

Capsule 4.5 mm. long; anticous half ovoid-oblong, flat, green, hairy, with 
a slightly narrowed tip; posticous half broadly semi-ovoid, glabrous, yellowish, 
slightly keeled and wrinkled; 2-valved, 3-celled, posticous cell one-seeded, the 
other two cells empty or with an undeveloped seed. Seed ovoid flatteneil on 
one side about 4 mm. long and covered by the firmly adhering cell w^all. 

Occurrence and Habit. 

This is a characteristic plant of the high grasslands (6,500 ft. and above); 
in wet regions, as on Gudalurmalai, Nilgiris, it occurs down to 6,000 feet or 
a little lower. F.M.l’. gives ‘Flowers yellow drying deep blue,’ which is 
apparently taken from F.B.T. Fyson gives ‘F’lowers blue, yellow on the plains’. 
All flowers seen by the writer were intensely blue. When growing among 
short grass it becomes tufted, probably owing to grazing, in thickets and tall 
grass its stems are long and straggling. Occasionally glabrous plants are 
found. At lower nodes there is a cataphyll between the peduncle and the 
stem and clasping the stem. 

Comaeliiui clavata Clarke. 

Spathe and Flower. 

Spathes ovate-cordate, acuminate, the two halves folded together but usually 
somewhat apart towards the tip, without mucilage, usually about 3 cms. long 
and 2 cms. broad {oj>ened out), margin ciliate near the base, inner surface 

glossy, outer with scattered short stiff hairs; peduncle solitary, leaf-opposed, 
usually as long as or longer than the spathe, with stiff downward-pointing 
hairs denser near upper end. Cyme branches 2; inner about twice as long 
as outer, usually i- or 2-flowered, sometimes 3-flow»*n‘d ; outer usually 4-flowered 
occasionally with 5 or 6. Two anterior sepals broadly ovate, concave 
whitish or fiush^ blue, joined only near the base; posterior sepal broadly 

boat-shaped, white, with 3 green nerves. Two posterior petals orbirular-reni- 

form, about i cm. dia., ^with narrow straight claws standing at about 60 

' to each other; anterior reniform, a little smaller, with a short broad claw, 
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sometimes with blunt triangular apex obscurely toothed margin; all bright 
blue. Three posterior stamens modified to staminodes; filaments slender* about 
3/3 as long as those of longer stamens, blue; heads with 4 rounded yellow 
lobes with thick dark brownish-red attachments, sometimes 2 smaller lobea 
also present. Two lateral stamens with long curved mauve filaments and 
small dark purple anthers; median stamen with a shorter filament and a 
larger anther the cells of which are curved and diverge below. Ovary finely 
tubercled, greenish; style sigmoidly curved so that the stigma stands out in 
front of the stamens, as long as the longer stamens, blue. 

The dark red or brownish attachments of the lobes of the staminodes 
appear to be characteristic. 

Sequence of Flowering, 

The flowers on the inner cyme usually have only a vestigial ovary with no 
style and fall off after flowering, but occasionally the pisStil is fully developed 
and a capsule may be found. On the outer cyme the first flowers to open 
have fully developed pistils but subsequent ones have ovaries with variously 
reduced styles and the last often has only a vestigial ovary with little or 
no style. Sixteen spathes of plants growing on the Billigirirangan Hills at 
5,000 ft. in May were marked. On the first day of flowering 9 had a per¬ 
fect flower on the outer cyme branch and a male flower on the inner branch, 
6 had a perfect flower on the outer branch only, and i had a male on the 
inner branch only. Throughout their flowering 3 spathes matured no flower on 
the inner branch, 8 produced only i, 4 produced 2 and i had 3. All these 
flowers were male (vestigial ovary). There was always an interval of at 
least one day without a flower between the opening of successive flowers pn 
the inner branch,* sometimes the interval was 2 or 3 days. On the outer 
cyme branch the first flower was always perfect. After an interval of one 
day a second perfect flower opened. Some spathes produced four perfect 
flowers with intervals of one or two days between successive flowers. More 
usually after two complete flowers had been produced subsequent flowers had 
pistils with short styles, or mere vestigial pistils. In a few cases there were 
intervals of three or four days between successive flowers, lip to three cap¬ 
sules may mature on the outer branch. From flowering to shedding of seed 
varied between 22 and 28 days. 

Some obvservations were made on plants grov. ing at Kalhatti, Nilgiris 
(6,500 ft.) and flowering in June. In each case there was first a perfect 
flower on the outer cyme branch. On the same day, the next day or after 
an interval of one day, there was a flower on the inner branch. In a 
number of cases this was perfect, but more often it had an undeveloped 
pistil. Several successive perfect flowers w’ere then opened on the outer branch, 
the average interval between successive flowers being 3 days. A capsule was 
matured on the inner cyme branch in several cases. It is seen that at higher 
elevations the interval between successive flowers is a little greater. This is 
probably a temperature effect. 

Self-fertilisation, 

Tn this species the filaments of all three stamens and the style coil. The 
filaments of the staminodes bend and they become involved with the coiling 
together of the stamens and style, but they do not usually coil. The petals 
in shrivelling close over the contorted stamens and style. The coiling usually 
begins about midday. 

Capsule and Seed, 

Capsule oblong, tip cuspidate, glabrous, straw-coloured, 2-celled, a-valved, 
one valve deciduous, both cells 2-seeded. Seeds ovoid-oblong, slightly com¬ 
pressed, about 3 mm. long, dull brownish-black, reticulately pitted and with 
finer reticulations in the pits, with a ridge along one flattened face (hilum); 
and a round pit with a central point on the edge (micropyle). 

Occurrence and habit. 

F.M.P. gives for this species ‘In all districts; sea-level to 7,000 ft. Flowers 
lilac.* The writer has found it to be the common commelina of the hills at 
4-7,000 ft.—Kotagiri, Ootacamund Downs, Kalhatti (Nilgiris), Atikan, Ihipa- 
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barri (Biligirirangan Hills), Palaar, Karankulam (Travancore High She- 
varoys). Plants collected in Coorg and the Bababudans also appear to be this 

species. It has not been found on the plains of the East Coast Districts. It 

is similar to C. nudiflora which is common on the plains, and without mature 
capsules the two plants may easily be mistaken for one another. The flowers 
of all specimens seen were definitely blue. 

Plants from different localities and situations vary in leaf shape from 

linear-lanceolate to narrowly ovate and there is also a considerable variation 

in hairiness, in length of peduncle and pedicel, in breadth of spathe, in 
number of flowers on the outer cyme and in the development of the ovary 
of the florwers of the inner cyme, but there do not appear to be very distinct 
forms. 

In an abnormal plant growing at Kalhatti the spathe was large and 
leaflike and there was a second spathe below the flowers of the inner cyme 
branch. This suggests that the peduncle and the inner cyme branch are in 
origin parts of a scape, the spathe being a bract. This may indicate that 
the genus Commelina <ivolved from Aneilema or some other genus in which 
there is a cymose inflorescence with foliaceous bracts. 

The roots in this species are very slenderly tuberous, clothed with a felt 
of old root hairs, and the bases of the stems are thickened as in C. kurzii, but 
much less so. No starch was present when the root was examined. 

Commelina tricolor R. Barnes sp. nuv. 

C. persicariaefoHae (Wight) affinis sed foliis minoribus angustatis sessilibus 
utrinque coriaceis, spathe acuminata, petalis magnis differt. 

A tufted or straggling herb, probably perennial. Roots slenderly tuberous; 
tubers up to 5 cnis. long, tapering at both ends, about .65 cm. diameter 
at the middle, white and pubescent when young, dark chocolate-brown when 
mature. Stems freely branching, up to 50 cms. long, rather slender, 2.5-3.0 
mm. dia., cylindrical, slightly flattened on one side, pubescent on the flattened 
side, otherwise glabrous, darkish red, finely striated with green lines or spots, 
thickened at th(‘ base and forming a clump. Leaves narrowly oblong-lanceo¬ 
late, up to 1.3 cms. wide and 7.5 cms. long, tapering to a rather blunt 
tip, base semi-amplexicaul, margin white or red and very finely toothed, 
upper surface glabrous and with very minute scattered hairs, under surface 
paler, glabrous, midrib depressed above, raised below, 2 or 3 pairs of more 
prominent nerves, often 2 on one side and 3 on the other; sheath up to 
1.2 cms. long, darkish red, striated or mottled green, glabrous except for 
a line of pubescence down the side opposite the blade, mouth ciliate, eventu¬ 
ally splitting along the line of pubescence. Peduncles solitary, leaf-opposed, 

rather stout, red or green, glabrous except for a line of pubescence often 
present along the inner side, up to 5 cms. long. Spathe cordate, tapering 
to an f.cute tip, up to 3.8 cms. long and 2.5 cms. wide (opened out), the 
two halves folded together, sometimes slightly joined at the base, inner 
surface glabrous, outer glabrous or wdth extremely short hairs, margins red 
or white and finely ciliate, watery mucilage present during flowering. Inner 
cyme branch up to 2 cms. long, usually i-sometimes 2-flowered, outer cyme 
branch up to i cm. long, 5- or 6-flowered. Posterior sepal boat-shaped with 
one stronger and 2 weaker nerves; anterior sepals large, broadly ovate, con¬ 

cave, fused together for 1/3 to 2/3 of their length, whitish with 3 pale 
green nerves. Posterior petals orbicular-reniform, unequal-sided at base, mar¬ 
gin often irregular, about i cm. dia., claws rather broad, bright blue; ante¬ 
rior petal reniform or deltoid, about .6 cm. dia., margin irregularly toothed, 

tip bluntly triangular, claw short, pale blue, contained by the anterior sepals. 
Lateral stamens with long curved white or mauve filaments and small brown¬ 
ish anthers; median stamen with a straight filament about half as long as 
those of the lateral stamens, anther large and broad, yellow, brownish on 
the back, the cells curved. Staminodcs 3, filaments about as long as the 
median stamen, heads large, sulphur-yellow, with 4 pouch-like lobes arranged 
in pairs and usually with a smaller lobe between the pairs. Ovary green, 
papilose; style straight below but standing at an angle so that the curved 
upper end and the stigma are in front of the stamens. Capsule ovoid-oblong, 
somewhat compressed, apex rounded or slightly retuse, about i cm. long, glab¬ 
rous, 2-celIed, 2-valves, 4-seeded, both valves remaining attached to the peduncle 
on dehiscence. Seeds ovoid-oblong, slightly compressed, truncate at one end. 
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3.5 X 2.9 mm.) surface smooth, pale brown, often with a wlhite deptosft, 
a l^ongitudinal brown scar on one face (hilum), and a round pit with a 
central point on one edge (micropyle). 

On Karadimalai and a neighbouring spur, Gudalur Ghat, Nilgiris 4,500- 
4,700 ft. between rocks and amongst coarse grass. Flowers in July and August 
and probably during the rest of year as this area receives both the S.W. and 
t!be N.E. monsoon rains. Sheets Nos. 2265, 2310, 2311 in the writer’s herba¬ 
rium. 

Sequence of Flowering. 

Several plants were grown under observation at about 6,500 ft. on the 
Nilgiris. The flowers on the inner cyme branch are almost always male, having 
only a vestigial ovary with no style. A flower on the inner branch is usually 
the first to open aijd this is followed by a perfect flower on the outer branch. 
With 9 spathes, the perfect flower opened on the same day as the male 
on the inner branch in 2 cases, on the next day in 2 cases, after an interval 
of one day in 4 cases, and after 2 days* interval in 1 case. Subse¬ 
quent flowers on the outer branch had variously reduced pistils or were 
perfect, depending on whether a capsule or capsules had been set or not. 
The intervals between consecutive flowers on the outer cyme branch were ;— 
in 1 case 2 days, in 4 cases 3 days, in g cases 4 days, in 3 cases 5 days and 
in 2 cases 6 days. Sometimes two capsules are formed in a spathe, but usually 
there is only one and often none. 

Spathes are usually at the end nodes of branches but other spathes may 
form later at the next lower nodes. A few specimens are found which have 
stiff white hairs on the outer surface of the spathe, on the upper side of the 
leaf and on the sheath and peduncle. 

The rather large whitish anterior sepals and the large bright yellow 
staminode heads are characteristic. These with the bright blue petals and the 
red stems make this a striking plant. 

Commelina atteoaata Koen. 

Spathe and Flower, 

Spathes ovate-lanceolate 2.5 cnis. long, the two halves folded together, 
base produced into two rouiided auricles, tip bluntly acuminate, outer surface 
and margin glabrous, inner surface with small stiff white hairs except near 
the centre, central area pale and translucent, mucilagt^ absent. Peduncle 
slender, about 2 cms. long, bent at the upper end, with fine white hairs 
along the inner side. 

Posterior sepal broadly boat-shaped, base truncate; anterior sepals ovate, 
concave, joined for about 2/3 of their length, white, translucent with obscure 
green veins. Posterior petals orbicular-reniform, 6-7 mm. across, base shal¬ 
lowly cordate, claws straight, - rather narrow, about 1/3 the length of the 

lobe, at about right angles to one another; anterior petal standing within 
the concave anterior sepals, broadly ovate, margin irregular, tip bluntly 
triangular, base cordate or slightly auricled, claw short and broad; all pale 
to deep blue. Lateral stamens with mauve filaments curved at the upper 

end, anthers yellow, broads cells separated at base for about 1/3 of their 
length; median stamen with a slightly shortened filament, anther about twice 
as large as in lateral stamens, cells slightly curved and diverging at base. 
Pollen grains ovoid, slightly flattend on one side, .05 x .08 mm., surface 

.spinulose. Three staminodes with filaments slender, straight, blue, a little 
more than half as long as the lateral stamens; heads with 2 larger, 2 smaller 
and usually 2 obscure round yellow lobes. Ovary green, papilose; style straight, 
inclined forwards. 

Sequence of Flowering. 

There are two cyme branches in the spathe. The inner is usually 

1-flowered, sometimes 2-flowered; the outer may have 4 flowers. The inner 
cyme branch and the pedicels it bears are long so that the flowers stand 
far out of the spathe. On the first day of flowering there is usually a 
male flower on the inner cyme and a perfect flow'M- on the outer cyme, or 
there may bel a male flower on the inner cyme followed by a perfect flower 



SOMK OBSI^rVaTIONS on SOV'TH INDIAN CUMMRUNAS 8i 


on the Outer cyme the next, day. After an interval of 2, 3 or less frequently 
4 days, another flower opens; this is usually a second perfect flower on 
the outer cyme, but it may be a flower with a short style; in a few cases 
it is a second male on the inner cyme. After a second interval of 2 or 

3 days there may be a third flower on the outer cyme which is sometimes 
perfect but more often has an aborted pistil. 

As the removal of the earlier flowers from the outer cyme is found to 
cause the later flowers on that cyme to become perfect, it was thought 
that possibly the complete removal of the outer cyme might cause the flowers 
of the inner cyme to become perfect. In eight developing spathes the outer 
cyme branch was carefully cut out while it was in small bud (3-5 days 

before the first flower was due to open). In each case when the flower of 

the inner cyme branch opened it was found to be male, the vestigial ovary 

showing no sign of development. 

Selj-jertilisation, 

The filaments of the lateral stamens and the style coil together. The 

filament of the median stamen arches at the upper end. The staminodes 
do not coil. The lateral stamens of the male flowers coil. .Self-fertilisation 

is usually successful. 

Cap&ule and Seed. 

Capsule ovoid-oblong, apex truncate, surface smooth, 2-celled, 2-valved, 4- 
seeded. Both valves remain attached to the pedicel after dehiscence, and 

the dry spathe remains attached to the plant. There is usually one capsule 
each spathe, sometimes two. 

Seed barrel-shaped, 4 m.m. long, ashy or pale brown speckled with black, 
a roundish cap at each end which is more or Ies» gelatinous when the seed 
is first shed but on drying becomes white and honey-combed with round 
holes. Hilum a longitudinal brown line; micropyle a pale oval patch. 

Occurrence. 

This plant is common in grassy places on the plains of the East Coast 

districts and up to about 4,000 ft. on the drier slopes of the hills (Billigiri- 
rangans) and in S. Travantore (Ldayagiri). It appears to be able to tolerate 
saline conditions as it is found on the seashore sands and round the salt pans 
at Covelong. The stems are prostrate and rooting occurs at each node if 
conditions are favourable. The roots are long and fibrous, and the plant 
‘appears to be an annual. It flowers during the moisfer months and dries 
off about March. 

Connieliaa beoglialciiais Linn. 

Spathe and Flower. 

Spathe rather narrowly funnel-shaped, compressed, inner angle obtuse, outer 
acute, very shortly peduucled, outer surface with long jointed tapering hairs 
and numerous shorter jointed hairs with hooked tips, inner surface glabrous, 
mucilage present, solitary, usually leaf-opposed at the end node of a stem 
or braiichlet. There are often a number of slender branchlets bearing several 
spathes one at each node opposite a small leaf. 

Posterior sepal broadly boat-shaped, concave, tip green, inturned; anterior 
sepals obovate-orbicular, concave, joined for a short distance above the base, 
whitish with a median green vein. Posterior petals reniform-deltoid, unequal 
sided at base, 6.5 mm. across, claw rather broad about as long as as the lobe ; 
anterior petal ovate, tip triangular, turned in, claw short and broad; all 
dark blue. Lateral stamens 2; filaments blue, slightly curved at upper end; 
anthers small, dark blue, attached near the base; median stamen with slightly 
shorter filament; anther larger, yellow, cells curved and < 3 iverging. Pollen 
of the lateral stamens white, of the median stamen yellow, grains ovoid, ends 
buntly pointed, .035-.04 x .015 mm., with a longitudinal groove, surface 
glossy, apparently with minute pits. Staminodes 3; filaments very slender, 
colourless, as long as the stamens; heads pale yellow with 4 larger and 
2 smaller lobes. Ovary 3-lobed, pale green, style a little longer than the 
lateral stamens, upper end purple. 

6 
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Sequence of Flowering. 

There may be two cyme branches in the spathe but the inner is some¬ 
times suppressed. In most cases thfere is a male flower on the inner branch 
and a perfect flower on the outer branch on the first day of flowering. Then 
on the next day or the day after there is a second perfect flower on the 

outer cyme, and there may be a third on the following day. Of 33 

spathes that first opened a male flower on the inner and a perfect flower 

on the outer branch, 20 opened a second perfect flower on the outer branch 

next day, and ii on the day after. 

Self-fertilisation. 

The filaments of the style and lateral and median stamens coil strongly 

at their upper ends. The style stands between the stamens, and the stigma 
is often in contact with the anthers of th<* lateral stamens before coiling has 
set in. The filaments of the staminodes do not coil. Self-fertilisation appears 
to take place very frequently, and to be successful. Of 18 spathes examined, 

10 had 3 capsules, 5 had 2 and 3 had i. In 24 capsules examined 22 had 

5 seeds and 2 had 4 seeds. 

Capsule and Seeds. 

Capsules broadly ovoid-oblong, gibbous on the back and obscurely keeled, 
surface sub-glossy, very finely longitudinally furrowed, tip truncate, 2-valved, 
3-celled, 2 cells 2-seeded, posticous cell indehiscent and i-seeded. From flower¬ 
ing till the dehiscence of the capsule varied from 15 to 18 days (January 
and February), average about 17 days. When the capsule is about to dehisce 
the spathe turns yelU)wish and becomes detached from the plant. By means 
of the small hooked hairs on its outer surface the spathe will cling to a 

hairy surface and is no doubt often carried about by animals on their fur. 
The mouth of the spathe remains closed at first and the smaller seeds of 
the anticous cells are retained for some time owing to their rough surface. 
The pOvSticous valve containing the indehiscent i-seeded cell easily becomes 
detached from its pedicel, but owing to the wing-like portions of the anticous 
cells attached to it on each side, it is usually held in the spathe. The anti¬ 
cous valve remains attached to the pedicel. 

Seeds of the anticous cells ovoid, one end truncate, the other rounded, 
2 mm. long, flattened on one side, dull grey, minutely spetkled with white, 
with irregular transverse ridges, a round depression with a central point on 
one edge (micropyle), an obscure longitudinal line on the flattened face (hilum). 
The minute white speckles are se(*n under the mitroscope to be more or less 
spherical excrescences. 

Seed of the posticous cell ovoid, 3-3.5 mm. long, one side flattened, both 
ends rounded, a brown ridge on the flattened side (hilum), a roundish pit 
on one edge with a central point (micropyle), convex side about 7 ridges 
radiating from the micropyle. 

The smaller .seeds of the anticous cells germinate much more slowly than 
the larger ones of the posticous cell. Twelve seeds of each kind from tlie 
same capsules were placed on wet sand (February—early March); the larger 
seeds took 18, 19 and 21 days to germinate, and after 21 days no more seeds 
germinated; the smaller seeds germinated after 27, 32, 44, 49, 51, 64 days. 

Cleistogamous Flowers. 

^ This species produces cleistogamous flowers. In these the spathe is pear- 

shaped, one edge of the margin being folded over the other (right over left 

or left over right on the same plant). The outer angle is thus made into 
a point which may be useful in penetrating the soil. It is cream-coloured 
and covered with small hooked hairs on the outside; no mucilage is present. 
There is a »ingle flower on a short jointed Stalk. The petals are small and 
blue and do not expand, but remain enclosed by the sepals. There are 
three staminodes whose filaments are not coiled. The 2 lateral and the 
median stamen have their filaments coiled at the upper end and all yield 

pollen. The style is also coiled, and purple. The white underground run¬ 

nel's bearing the cleistogamous spathes may be up to 20 cms. long, may have 



SOME observations ON SOUTH INDIAN COMMELINAS »3 

6 nodes and may bear 3 or 4 spathes (one at a node). Three underground 

runners, a branch and 2 roots may originate at the same node of the stem. 

There is every stage between normal spathes and cleistogamous ones— 
spathe green, 1-5 cms. long, opposite a large leaf, second spathe, above this, 

on a short shoot with a small green sheath opposite to a smaller spathe— 

shorter green slender branches bearing 2 or 3 smaller and narrower spathes 
each at a node and with a green-veined prophyltum opposite the spathe and 
a scarious prophyllum between the spathe and the axis. The prophyllums are 
like sheaths without the green blade but with a rounded end with a blunt 
apiculus', striated green with whitish transparent spaces between—slender down¬ 
ward pointing green branches with still smaller spathes and tips of petals 
separate—^runners partly under the soil, the upper part only green. 

UistrthuHon and Habit, 

This species is said to occur in all districts except the wettest (F.M.P.), 
but it has been collected by the writer on the Nilambur Ghat, which has 
a very heavy rainfall (about 150 inches), it occurs also on the Billigirirangan 
Hills at 4,000 ft., on the Klagiri Hills and in the Ouchterlony \’alley (Nilgiris) 
about 4,500 ft.) 

The leaves vary to some extent in different localities; normal leaves, es¬ 
pecially on their under-surface, have curved and some hooked hairs, and 
will cling to a Woolly surface. The stems also have fine hooked hairs. 

Commelioa iacobii C K. ('. Fischer. 

Spathe ami I lower. 

Spathes broadly ovate to almost orbicular (opened out), up to 2 cms. long 
and broad, base shallowly cordate, apex blunt or sub-acute, two halves folded 
together, each half strongly convex, margins closely approximated and fused 
lugethei for a short distance above the base, jour pairs of prominent nerves 
arching from base to apex, inner surface glabrous, outer covered with short 
hooked hairs; mucilage present iluring flowering; peduncle up to 1.5 cms. long 
solitary, leaf-opposed. When the spathe is at the end of a branih it is usually 
opposite to a small orbicular b at about 1 cm. long. 

Tosterjor sepal broadly boat-shaped, apex incuived; two anterior sepals 
broadly ovale, concave, m»i joined together, transparent. Two posterior petals 
with semi-circular lobes 7-8 min. di«i., outer sides cordate at base, inner trun¬ 
cate, claws long and narrow; anterior petal broadly ovale, tip bluntly triangular, 
margin with 2 blunt teeth on each side, bright blut*. Two lateral stamens 
with long slender filaments and Miiall yellow anthers notched at base; median 
stamen with shorter straight filament and larger yellow anther with curved 
ci'lls; pollen yellow, grains ovoid, slightly curved, one side flattened, .08 
X .04 mm., surface finely and densely spinulose. Staminodes 3, sometimes 
only 2, filaments i to 2/3 as long as the longer stamens; heads bright yellow 
with 2 larger broad and 2 smaller narrow lobes arranged like the wings 
of a butterfly, 2 very small lobes often present between them. Ovary green, 
immersed in mucilage; st>le purple, as long as the longer stamens, curved 
so that the stigma stands in Iront of the stamens.' 

Sequence of Flowering. 

In this species only the outer branch of the cyme is fertile; the inner 
branch it slender, only a few mm. long and with a gelatinous tip. Twenty- 
nine spathes of plants from the Gingee Hills grown at Tambaram were marked 
(August). Each first producei‘ a perfect flow^er. Eleven spathes had no second 
flower. Ten had a second perfect flower on the following day, and 4 after 
an interval of 1 day. The second flower in four spathes had an imperfect 
pistil (style short and coiled), two on the next day and two after an interval 
of one day. One spathe had three complete flowers on successive days. It 
was noticed that as a plant grew older its spathes more frequently had only 
one flower. 

A plant of this species found on the Klagiri Hills at about 2,000 ft. was 
grown at Tambaram and flowered in March. Of twelve marked spathes, ten 
fifsl produced a perfect flower, and two had perfect flowers on Ahe outer cyme 
branch open together. I'his is very rarely observed. Of these twelve spathes 
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8 had no subsequent flower; 3 had a second complete flower on the next 
day, and one had an imperfect flower after an interval of a day. 

From the opening of the flower to the dehiscence of the capsule is about 
three weeks. 

Self’-fertilisation. 

The filaments of the two lateral stamens find the style coil together. The 
median stamen and the staminodes do not coil, but they may become involved 
*n the coiling of the style and lateral stamens. Self-fertilisation appears to 
be effective. 

Capsule and Seed. 

In the small form from the Elagiris grown under observation at Tambaram, 
only one capsule was formed in a spathe. Spathes of the large form found 
at Kallar (Nilgiris) had up to three capsules .85 cm. long. Capsule oblong, 
3-celled, 2-valved, 5-seeded when fully developed. The posticous valve deci¬ 
duous, containing the i-seeded indehiscent cell; the other two cells each con¬ 
taining two seeds which fall out when dehiscence occurs. After dehiscence 
the sutures of the valves are seen to be strongly w’avy. The outer surface 
of the deciduous valve is yellowish-brown and completely covered with fine 
longitudinal wavy ridges; it has also an obscure longitudinal keel. Seed of 
dehiscent cells ovoid oblong, slightly flattened and curved, 4-4.5 mm. long, 

2.5 mm. broad, pale pinkish-browni wdth black markings, one lace with a 
curved black slit (hilum), the other with a pit containing a small conical 
projection (micropyle), the convex edge with 3 transverse tubercled ridges; 
seed of the indehiscent cell with about 5 radiating ridges which can ^be seen 
as undulations on the surface of the cell. The spathe becomes detached soon 
after the capsule opens, but its margins remain pressed together. It clings 
to hairy surfaces by the hooked hairs with which it is covered and is probably 
carried about by animals. The seeds because of their tubercled ridges, and 
the one-seeded valve because of its wings and rough outer .surface are held 

in the spathe and are thus dispersed. 

Occurrence. 

This plant was iound at Coimbatore and in the Salem District by Mr K. C. 
Jacob. It has been found by the writer along a stream on the slopes of 
the Elagiri Hills, North Arcot District, at about 2,000 ft. flowering in December, 
on the (iingee Hills, South Arcot District, and at Kallar, Nilgiri District 

at 1,700 ft. (mature capsules July). The Kallar plant was a large form with 

stout stems and leaves up to 10 ciiis. long and 4 cms. broad, the apex 
acuminate. The spathe with its two convex halves having their margins press¬ 
ed together, and the very characteristic capsule and seed enable this species 
to be identified with ease. The roots are slender and yellowish. Rooting occurs 
at the lower nodes. The plant is able to carry on from year to year it condi¬ 
tions are favourable. 

Cofflinelimi forskalael Vahl. 

Spathe and Flower. 

Spathe irregularly funnel-shaped, compressed, outer angle acute, inner round¬ 
ed, up to about 1.4 cms. long, with 3 prominent pairs of nerves, inner 
surface glossy, outer covered with very short hairs and the basal half with 
numerous long stiff tapering colourless hairs, margin often red; peduncle 
shorter than the spathe. Mucilage is pre.sent during flowering. Cyme branches 
pubescent. 

Posterior sepal broadly boat-shaped, 2 anterior sepals ovate, concave, tinged 
blue. Posterior petal orbicular-cordate, unequal-!?ided, 8 mm. dia., claws nar¬ 
row and at about right angles; anterior petal lanceolate, concave, shorter than 
the sepals between which it stands; all petals deep blue, veins darker. Stami¬ 
nodes about i the length of the lateral stamens, filaments slender, heads 
usually with four narrow yellow lobes arranged like a cross >but one or 
more lobes often lacking. Lateral stamens with long thick deep blue curved 
filaments, the upper halves of which are flattened and broadened; anthers 
narrow, greenish-blue. Median .stamen with a shorter filament not dilated 
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above; anther large, greeni&h-blue, the cells curled above, diverging below 
and with yellow auricles at the lower ends. Ovary glabrous, style blue, 
curved forward. Vestigial ovary present in male flowers. The broad flattened 
upper parts of the anthers of the lateral stamens are distinctive. 

Sequence of Flowering, 

In this species the inner cyme branch is usually one-flowered, occasionally 
barren; the outer branch has 3 to 5 flower buds. On the first day of 
flowering there is usually a perfect flower on the obter branch and a male 

flower on the inner. Much less frequently there is a complete flower on 

the outer branch followed next day by a male on the inner. In spathes that 
first opened two flowers simultaneously there was in 7 out of 10 cases an 
interval of two days l)efore another flower opened, and in 3 an interval of 

one day. If the first complete flower on the outer branch has set a capsule, 
the second flower has a small ovary with a short coiled style; if a capsule 
has not been set the second flower is perfect. Usually only one capsule is 

formed in each spathe. The single male flower on the inner cyme branch 
irops after flowering. 

'^elj-fertili^ation. 

The two lalerat stamens coil outwards. The median stamen bends but 
does not coil. The style coils and the stigma is generally brought into 
contact with the anther of the mexlian stamen. The staminodes do not coil. 
The lateral stamens coil in male flowers. Self-fertilisation appears to be 
successful. 

Capi,ule and Seed. 

Capsule sub cubic, buff-coloured, 3-celIed, 2-valved. The posticous valve is 
deciduous and contains the one-seeded indehiscent cell. The other two cells 

are 2-seedcd. The outer surface of the indehiscent cell is finely longitudinally 
furrowed and has a nutnber of narrow wings at the sides. Seeds spherical, 
compressed, about 3 mm. dia., yellowish-brown mottled lighter, surface smooth, 
w'ith a blackish groove on one face (hllum). 

This plant is very common in grassy places near Coimbatore. It either 

runs along the ground rooting at the nodes, or it becomes erect and 20-25 

cms. high. It produces underground cleistogarnous flowens freely. 

Commeliaa uodulata K. Br. 

Spathe and Flower. 

Spathes irregularly funnel-shaped, compressed, outer angle acute inner round¬ 
ed, up to 2 cms. long, outer surface covered with short hairs hooked at 

the tip, and with some long bulbous-based jointed white hairs, inner surface 

glabrous, musilage present ; peduncle up to .5 cm. long, colitary, leaf-opposed, 
near the ends of branches. 

Two anterior sepals broadly ovate, concave, fused together for half their 

length or less, white with transparent margins; posterior sepal broadly boat¬ 
shaped, smaller. Two petals wdth semi-circular lobes, about 1-1,2 cm. across 
unequal-sided, standing opposite one another so that the straight sides are 
parallel, claws rather broad, about 1/3 the length of the lobe; third petal 
small, narrowly ovate or lanceolate, shorter than the two larger sepals betwwn 
which it .stands; all bright blue. Staminodes three, similar, with slender 
filaments about half as long as that of the median stamen and w'ith yellow 
slx-lobed heads, 2 lobes roundi.sh,, 2 elongated and diverging and 2 very small. 
Two lateral stamens with long blue flattened filaments bent like calipers, 
anthers small, dark blue, the cells separated below' the attachment; median 
stamen with a shorter tapering anther much larger, yellow margined bluish- 
green, the two cells much curved above and strongly diverging below, each 
with a yellow* upturned auricle at the base. Pollen almost w'hite; ^ grains 
ovoid-oblong, .07 x .045-.05 mm., the surface densely and finely spinuIo.se. 
Ovary green, style blue, sigmoidly curved so that the stigma stands in front 
of the anthers. 

The two semi-circular blue lobes of the posterior petals standing with 
their straight sides parallel, and the fiuncifs at the bases of thfl 
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ceils of the anther of the median stamen are charactetistic features of the 

flower. 

Sequence of Flowering. 

In this species only the outer branch of the cyme is developed, the inner 
being aborted to a flowerless axis about i mm. long. The outer cyme 
branch rarely bears more than four flowers. Thirty-five spathes of plants 
growing at Tambaram were marked (Dec.-April). In each case the first 

flower to open was perfect. In 25 cases the second flower was also perfect 
and in^ ten the pistil was incompletely developed. Twenty of these second 

flowers opened after an interval of 1 day, 12 after 2 days, and 3 after 3 days. 
A third flower opened in 23 spathes, and of these only 3 were perfect, the 
rest having infertile pistils. One of these opened on the next day to the 

second flow^er, 15 after an interval of 1 day, 6 after 2 days and i after 

3 days. Only g spathes produced a fourth flower, and all of these were 

male; 6 after an interval of i day, 3 after 2 days and 1 after 3 days. It was 
found that almost invariably an imperfect flower indicated the presence of 
a capsule in the spathe from a previous flower. Imperfect flowers have 

longer pedicels and so stand further out of the spathe than perfect ones. 

Male or imperfect flowers have all three stamens fertile but the pistil reduced 
to a small ovary with a short usually coiled style, or the ovary may be 
almost completely absent. 

5 el i^fertilisation . 

In perfect flowers the filaments of the lateral stamens coil and the style 
coils; the filament of the median stamen arches at its upper end st) that 
its anther is bent down *and may become involved jn the coiling of the style; 
the filaments of the staminodes do not coil. The lateral stamens coil in 
male flowers. Self-fertilisation is successful. 

Capsule and Seed. 

Usually one capsule matures in each spathe but sometimes there are two. 
Capsule broader than long, 3-lobcd, apex truncate, surface smooth, buff, 3-ccU- 
ed and 3-valved, there being one seed in each cell when fully developed, 
the 3 vaives remaining attached to the pedicel. Seeds almost spherical, dark 
grey or black with lighter mottling, surface slightly roughened, a narrow 
brown groove (hilum) on a slightly flattened fare and a raised blistery band 
almost encircling the seed ; a pit with a point between the ends of the band 
(micropyle). From opening of flower to dehiscence of capsule varies from 
17 to ’24 days. The spathe becomes detached from the plant when the capsule 
dehisces. The small hairs on the outer surface of the spathe enable it to 
cling to hairy or woolly surfaces and it is probable that animals thu.s help 
to distribute the seeds. 

Occurrence and Habit. 

There are at least two forms of this species. The commonest is prostrate 
and occurs in open grassy places on the plains in the eastern districts (Chingle- 
put, Nellore) and in cracks in rocks on <lry hillsides up to 4,000 ft. (Billigiri- 
rangan Hills). 

This form is tufted and the stems are usually short and rest on the ground. 
The bases of the stems are swollen and united into a clump. At first the 
condensed lowest internodc of each stem is top-shaped, but later the second 
internode also thickens and an oblong corm-Iike bpdy, about 1.3 cms. long 
and up to i cm. across is formed. These bodies persist after the upper 
parts of. the stems have dried off. Fresh stems originate from buds at the 
bases of these bodies, and eventually a large clump is formed. The material 
of th^se stem bases is firm and white and consists largely of starch. These 
|]Mxlies no doubt function as corms and enable the plant to survive through 
the dry season. From the under side of these corm-like bodies there are 
kmg sender tuberous roots. These roots are cylindrical, about .35 cm. across 
near the top, and taper gradually downwards. The flesh is succulent and in 
tiie older roots *the core contains starch. The surface of these roots is covered 
with a dark brawn felty covering. At first it was thought that this felty 
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layer might indicate the formation of a mycorrhiza but microscopic examination 
shows it to consist of numerous dried root-hairs. 

Rooting does not occur at most nodes but in favourable conditions some 
of the nodes near the ends of the stems may root, especially if there are 

side branches from these nodes. After rooting the bases of the side branches 
thicken and a tuft is formed, which may then develop into an independent 
plant. 

This plant is perennial and will stand hot dry conditions better than 
any other South Indian commelina. It may be found flowering freely in 

exposed places till late in April, ►some weeks after the grasses and other 

herbaceous plants have dried oflT. The flowers open at sunrise, earlier than 
other species. It has rather thick narrow leaves, the two halves partly folded 
together. 

A second form occurs in the same districts but is found in the shade 
of thickets. It is first erect and when the stems get long they straggle 
over shrubs and may become 6 ft, in length. It has thinner, rather broader 

and flatter leaves. It does not flower freely. A similar plant was found at 

about 3,000 ft. at the foot of the Sigur Ghat, Nilgiris, The tall form also 

has enlarged stem bases. 

Conmellaa kariii Clarke. 

Spaths and Flower. 

Spathcs clustered at ihe ends of the branches where there may appear to be 
up to about seven spathes at a node. Examination shows that there are two 
or more nodes very close together, each with one spathe opposite a leaf, and 
often the end of the branch is shortly bifurcated, each part having several con- 
densfed nodes. There are also short scarious triangular cataphylls at these 

nodes. Spathe irregularly funnel-shaped, the two sides folded together, outer angle 
acute and acuminate, inner rounded, 2-2*5 cms. long, outer surface with long 
scattered hajrs and many short hairs hooked at their lips; peduncle up to about 
•5 cm, long. 

Posterior sepal small, broadly boat-shaped; two anterior sepals broadly ovate, 
concave, fused together for to 2/3 of their length ; all colourless. Two pos¬ 
terior petals with approximately circular lobes unequal-sided at the base, up 
to I cm. in dia., claws narrow, straight, standing at a little less than right 
angles to one another, mauve; anterior petal lanceolate, only about as long 
as the claws of the others; tip acuminate and Curled in, colorless. Two lateral 
stamen.s with long arching filaments and small anthers; median stamen 
with shorter and stouter filament, anther large, yellow, with curved cells 
diverging below, each cell having a flat yellow auricle above its base. PoHen 
cream-coloured, grains ovoid-oblong, *o8-*09 x *04 mm., surface finely spinulose. 
Staminodes 3, filaments slender alxiut 1/3 as long as lateral stamens, heads yellow 
with four larger pouch-shaped lobes and two smaller ones. Style about as 
long as the lateral stamens, curved forward so that the stigma stands in front 
of the samens; ovary green, smooth, immersed in mucilage. 

Sequence of Flowerinf*. 

The spathes on the same branch form successively. Normally only the outer 
branch of the cyme develops, or inner being represented by a bud at the base of 
the spathe ; very rarely the bud develops to a long pedicelled male flower which 
opens with the fir.st flow*er of the outer cyme. The spathe of the Vandalur form 
contains mucilage during, the flowernig period, but this is not so with the 
Sigur Ghat form. During December and January, 21 spathes of the Vandalur 
form of this species were marked. The first floiver produced by each spathe 
was pe^ect. In two spathes the second flower opened after an interval of 
1 day, in 2 after 2 days, in 13 after 3 days, in 3 after 4 days and in 1 after 
5 days. Three of the .second flowers were perfect,' and 18 had the pistil 
incompletely developed but the stamens normal. Only 3 spathes produced a 
third flower, and all of these had imperfect pistils. These flowers opened 
after intervals of 3, 4 and 5 days. It was thought that the incomplete develop¬ 
ment of the pistil in the second or third flower of a cynie might be conditioned 
by the presence of a developing capsule from an earlier flower. Experiment 
showed this to be the case. Eleven spathes, each with a perfect flower, the 
fkat on its cyme, were Warkedl and each of these open flowers was esd: olf 
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without damaging the rest of the cyme. In each case the second dower 
was perfect. The interval between dowering was reduced by the removal 
of the open dower. One of these spathes opened its second flower the 
next day, 7 after an interval of one day, 1 after 2 days, 1 after 3 days and t 
after 4 days. .Four of these spathes subsequently produced a third flower, each 
of which was imperfect. It was also found that if the first and second flowers 
were cut off when they opened, the third flower became perfect. Further, 
four spathes in which the first flower had formed a capsule and the second 
flower was imperfect, had the capsule and ^ imperfect flower cut off. After 
an interval of two days three of these spathes produced a perfect flower, and 
the fourth did so on the following day. Imperfect flowers have longer pedicels 
than perfect ones and stand further out of the spathe. 

The flowering of narrow-leafed form of C. kureil brought from the 
BilHgirirangan Hills and grown at Tambaram was a little different from that 
of the Vandalur form. In October it began to flower and 16 spathes were 
marked. Each first produced a perfect flower. Five produced a second flower 
after an interval of i day, 9 after 2 days, and 2 after 3 days. Seven second 
flowers were perfect, and 9 had the pistil undeveloped to various degrees. Thir¬ 
teen spathes had a third flower, 2 of which were perfect, and 4 had fourth 
flowers, all of which were incomplete. 

The form of this species with larger leaves and thicker stems occurring 
on the Gingee Hills flowered in August. Three first flowers were perfect; two 
second had undeveloped pistils and opened after an interval of one day, and 
one second had undeveloped pistils and opened after an interval of one day, 
and one second was perfect and opened the next day and was followed by 
an incomplete flower. 

The Sigur Ghat form was grown at Kalhatti (about 1,500 ft. above its 
habitat). First, second and third flowers were all perfect. Tlte intervals be¬ 
tween successive flowers varied from 2 to $ days, averaging about 3 days. 

* 

Self^fertilisation, 

In this species the filaments of the two lateral stamens and the style coil 
before the flowering is over. The filament of the median stamen bends at 
its upper end but does not coil. First the filaments of the lateral stamens 
arch inwards so that the pollen-bearing surfaces of liie anthers face inwards 
and approach the large anther of the median stamen. The style then curves 
and the stigma ts usually brought Into contact either with the anther of the 
median stamen or with one of the lateral ones. Often the style subsequently 
coils round the large anther of the median stamen, whose shape appears to 
be specially adapted to receive the coiling style. Subsequent coiling of the 
lateral stamens may again bring their anthers in contact with the stigma. 
The time of coiling is of course affected by temperature, exposure and other 
external factors. At Tambaram in April, it was found that by 10 a.m. the 
style had made one complete coil and had often encircled the large anther. 
The filaments of the lateral stamens had at this time become strongly arched. 
By II a.m. the lateral stamens had completed one coil, and by noon they 
had completed two or three coils, and the style, if not obstructed, had formed 
three coils. Eventually; the style and the lateral stamens are usually coiled 
together round the anther of the median stamen.- The filaments of the lateral 
stamens coil even in flowers with undeveloped pistils, and the coiling occurs 
rather earlier. When the filaments of perfect flowers had made one coil, those 
of imperfect flowers were found to have made two. The filaments of the 
staminodes do not coil. In the Sigur Ghat form grown at Kalhatti (6.600 ft.) 
the coiling did not begin till after midday, and was not complete till after 
3 p.m. The mechanism for self-fertilisation is very effective. 

Capsule and Seed. 

The capsule in 3-seeded and 3-ceHed and 2-valved. When it opens the pos- 
ticous valve falls off. This valve contains the indehlscent cell which contains 
one of the seeds. The convex outer side of this valve is roughened by longi¬ 
tudinal ridges. The other valve remains attached to its pedicel in the spathe 
but the two seedd fall 6ut. The spathe becomes detached and gapes when the 
cap5atle> becomes mature. The two free seeds usually fall out of the spathe, but 
the third; owing to the wings and the^ rough surface of the valve that contains 
It, is orim held in the spathe. The hixdted hairs on the outer surface of the 
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spathe make it liable to be carried by animals and thus the contained seed 
is dispersed. Usually only ona capsule, matures in each spathe. Of 28 fruiting 
spathes 23 contained only one capsule, and of the other five that contained 
two capsules, only two had both capsules with all three seeds. 

The interval between the opening of the flower and the dehiscence of the 
capsule appears to depend on temperature; in November and December it varied 
between 29 and 34 days, and in March it was from 22 to 25 days. 

The seeds are broadly ovoid with 2 somewhat flattened adjacent sides, sur¬ 
face dull dark grey covered with minute white grains. There is a brownish 
scar along the edge between the flattened sides (hilum). A brownish or grey 
blistery ring almost encircles the seed, and between the two ends of this ring 
there is a small crater-like depression with a central point (mjcropyle). 

Forms and Occurrence. 

This plant grows lx*tween rocks, from a little above sca-level to about 
5,000 ft., under the shade of shrubs or trees in the hotter areas, in open places 

at higher elevations. There are a number of local forms differing chiefly in 

habit and leaf shape, but all have similar flowers, spathes and capsules. All 
forms .seen by the writer have mauve petals and not blue as stated in Clarke’s 
Monograph, F.B.I. and F.M.P. 

The form found at Vandalur (Chingleput District, 100-200 ft.) has slender 
trailing stems and broad leaves (up to 10.5 x 2.8 cms. but usually 

smaller). The Gingee form is similar but more robust and has the outer sur¬ 
face of ,the deciduous valve of the capsule tubercled and the spathe almost 
glabrous. A similar plant but with hairy spathes occurs on the Sigur Ghat 
(Nilgiris) at 4,500 ft. One form found in the Billigirirangan Hills has long 

narrow leaves (ii x 1.6 cms.) and a trailing habit. A second is like the Gingee 
form but still more robust (leaves 15 x 4.3 cms. spathes 2.3 cms. across). 

A third form found on these hills is more or less erect and has bcoad but acu¬ 
minate leaves and spathe with acuminate outer angle. A similar plant occurs 
on the Gudalur Ghat, Nilgiris, and at 5,000 ft. on the Shevaroys. The narrow- 
leafed form from the Billigirirangan Hills and the broad-leafed Vandalur form 
when grown under identical conditions at Tambaram for 2 years remaineil dis¬ 
tinct, showing that the differences are not due simply to environment. 

This plant roots readily at the nodes if they are in contact with moist 
earth. Root buds are present at other nodes but they do not develop. The 

lowest internodes of the stems thicken to small top-shaped bodies which together 
form a clump. These botiies contain much starch and function as corms 

(>nai>ling the plant to survive the dry season. From these stem-bases numerous 

slender fleshy roots emerge. They are about 3 mm. across and up to 5 cms. 
long and contain a good deal of starch in a layer round the centre. The outer 
surface is covered with a dark brown felt consisting of numerous dried root 
hairs. 


A BIRD PHOTOGRAPHER'S MUSINGS FROM KASHMIR. 

BY 

Lt.-Col. B.T. Piiillifs. 

{With S plates) 

Soon after gaining a little confidence in my newly invented gad¬ 
gets for ‘distant release* bird photography, and pleased at finding 
they were instrumental in producing unposed and natural results 
of bird life, T decided to go further afield and spend my two 
fnonths* leave in Kashmir* I was lucky having June and July at 
my disposal,'though an earlier date might have been more favour¬ 
able for the purpose. Within a day or so of my arrival in Sri¬ 
nagar I was lucky to fin^ a bird shikari who had been recommend- 
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ed to me ae good; with all his shortcomings, a grand old red-beatdt 
Habiba of Shalibug—an expert ait birds^in and around the lakes 
and marshes, and a willing henchman to boot. 

In spite of the good recommendations received, the usual cere¬ 
mony of at least pretending to wade tlirough tlie wad of ‘chits* 
(testimonials), handed you with pride in true 'die-hard* *Da8tur 
HaV (customary) fashion, had to be respected. Habiba was taken 
on for the period of my stay. 

With a very hazy knowledge of the birds that iiiight be met 
with, and with visions of fresh fields to conquer, it yus pleasing 
to find at one’s disposal a tested guide. The first outing was 
arranged—a run out to the Eiver Sind at a point only 20 miles 
from Srinagar. The objective was a photograph of a Common 
Sandpiper which had a nest with a freshly completed clutch of 
eggs. A start by car was made early next morning. The drive 
for the first five miles along the Ganderbal Koad, through the 
crowded city and a network of congested villages, is a corrective 
to ideas culled of novels, telling of the romance of the East. 
From this point onwards Nature asserts itself. The country opens 
out with a panorama showing to the west, Anchar Lake, a broad 
sheet of water alongside tbe road, overshadowed in the distance 
by the snowy Pir Panjal llange; to the east, a broad valley of 
arable and pasture land gradually rising to a lofty ridge of moun¬ 
tains. 

Those ubiquitous townsfolk, the crows, the kites, rnynas, and 
sparrows, though still to be seen, do not intrude with such unfail 
ing familiarity now' that the open country is reached, yet there is 
no diminution in bird life. The avian world appears to be just 
as busy and affords great variety both ia species and vivid colour¬ 
ings. The beloved English Swallow' is present and w'ill be seen 
flying with speed and grace in these open spaces, twittering as it 
hawks insects over tbe paddy fields or rests on the telegraph wnres 
by tbe road. 

From a neighbouring post a vision in Oxford and Cambridge 
blue swoops dowm to the grnund to pick up a cricket or grass¬ 
hopper and return to its post, or flashing in the sun, it launches 
itself wdth harsh, grating screams in fantastic gyrations to display 
its beauty to the mate of his choice. This is the Kashmir Eoller. 

Many others will attract attention but as my main object was 
to try and get series of photographs of the Sandpiper, still some 
fifteen miles distant, T tried to keep to the task in hand, but failed. 
No sooner was the car in motion than T heard fantastic cries of a 
‘Did-he-do-it* uttered repeatedly, and looking across the fields in 
that direction saw a bird apparently fiercely attacking a ryot w^ho 
was crossing some fallow land. 

Th^ Red-watted Lapwing Tjobivanellus indicus. 

This Lapwing, a bird common round Cantonment areas in the 
■plains, was known to me, and therefore this persistent behaviour 
aroused my suspicions. The car w^as once again brought to a 
standstill to enable me to watch more closielv through binoculars. 
The birds in view alighted apart, making it difficult to watch both 
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Plate II 



The White-breasted Kingfisher. 
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of them. Soon it became obvious that one was feeding owing to 
its bearing,—upright stance, and occasional, typical short spurts 
to capture stray insects. 

My attention was quickly centred on the other bird. It was 
carefully moving across the field in a crouching attitude and with 
gliding gait; it must have covered twenty yards or so in this man¬ 
ner before settling down. Five minutes passed, the bird was still 
sitting. Had a nest been found? Do not let excitement at dis¬ 
covery set one into wild rush for the site. Much ,cautibn is ne¬ 
cessary. The quarry is wide awake and though the size of a par¬ 
tridge and strikingly coloured, the pattern of the plumage har¬ 
monizes well with the surroundings. Slipping away from the nest, 
while one is still in the distance, it detracts attention from the 
all-important focal point—the nest, there is nothing to see but a 
jumble of ploughed land, or an equally confusing stretch of grass. 
The nest itself does not help one in the search, it is a mere scrape in 
the ground encircled with small stones or pellets of clay to suit 
the surroundings, and the eggs, blotched and streaked in blae^k 
also closely match the site and nesting materials chosen. The 
ground colour of the eggs may vary with the colours of the soil; 
it is a stone colour in boiilder-strewn areas, a cream\ buff in clay 
and, I have read, even a reddish buff on red ]iruf‘--stone. 

The nest was found and it contained four pear-shaped eggs 
large for the size of the bird. This caused the first interruption. 
The camera and apparatus had to be set up. 

The birds did not appear to mind the camouflaged ‘set up‘, in 
fact, I was scarcely given time to reach the switch before the bird 
would settle dowai, in spite of the pandemonium created during 
ilieir feigned attacks on me at each visit to the camera. An ob¬ 
stacle commonly met with in all cases where birds build on flat 
featureless ground is the difficulty of visualising the pre-focused 
area. Many good action pictures are thus ruined as the subject 
is found to be out of focus. Before leaving for home that evening 
it looked as though further interruptions in the original plan for 
the day’s outing were in the offing. A Skylark, having completed 
its exuberant song in the heavens, dropped down into the pasture 
and not far from the sittiiig Lapwing, and a baiid of gaudy 
European Bee-eaters seemed to be attached to a certain reach of 
a fairly deep-sided nullah, also in view. 

The Kashmir Skylark. Alauda gulgula guttata. 

An early arrival in the area next morning brought back plea¬ 
sant memories of pastures green and the English South Downs. 
There were several skylarks hovering in the heavens giving fent 
to their spirited and joyful song. Now^ one, now another would 
drop like a stone with closed wings earthw’ards' falling lower and 
lower until it finally settled. Being a bird with in(‘,onsT>icuoiis 
striated plumage, no larger than a sparrow it is very difficult to 
see when on the ground owing to its crouching gait. After two 
or three attempts at flushing the female bird in the areas indicated 
by recently grounded males. I was about to resort to the school¬ 
boy trick of trailing over the surface of the field a cord, some 
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twenty y^rd® in length, held at the e^ctremities by niy shikari and 
myseli, when a lark sprang up from under my feet and fluttered 
away. A careful search revealed the nest; a little cup on the 
ground, lined with fitie grass, well screened from view, under a 
low spreading creeper-like growth. It contained four eggs, their 
white ground almost entirely concealed by fine brown spots. 

The camera was set up and, after much searching, a vantage 
point gained from which to view the approaches to the nest, but 
had it not been for a red poppy placed to mark the site, its exact 
position would have been hard to pick up. Quite a half hour pass¬ 
ed without any sign of the bird in this matted area, so an 
attempt was made to improve the look of the eainouflaged camera. 
To rny surprise the sitting bird fiew away from the nest! Similarly, 
on two separate occasions the bird was flushed ofl! the nest 
without having given any indication of its approach. It would 
seem that its * obliterative* plumage, its#orouching walk, its squatt¬ 
ing was too much for my watchfulness, and so, after a vain three 
hours of failure, I flattened down u 9-jnch wide drive amimd the 
nesting site. This ruse succeeded. I was able to snap the bird 
often on its approaches to the nest, its markings standing out 
well against the sandy background. 

In my ignorance I thought, I had pictures of the Crested Lark, 
as occasionally an untidy moppish crest became visible. The 
Crested Lark is easily distinguished by the erect tuft of pointed 
feathers on the crown. It does not breed in the Vale hut takes 
up its summer quarters on the higher mountain ranges of Ladakh 
and Central Asia. 


The European'Bee-eater. Merops apiaster. 

The tell-tale burrows in the hanks of the nearby sandy nullah 
gave suflicient grounds to place the photography of this bird next 
on the list. 

' May and June are two nice sunny months in the Vale and thus, 
day in and day out, no qualms as regards brilliant morning light¬ 
ing need be anticipated, but a banking up of heavy thunder clouds 
may however mar an afternoon session. It was a delight next 
morning to see this most colourful and ornamental bird in brilliant 
sunshine at close quarters. 

Being gregarious by nature and nesting in colonies, a flock was 
concentrated in this area. The birds showing preference for being 
more on the wing than perched, provided an excellent view of 
their graceful, easy and undulating flight— b, few rapid wing beats 
alternating with a sail through the air; a pleasant whistling trill 
is uttered at intervals. 

The bird is slenderly built and larger than a bulbuL Its bril¬ 
liant yellow throat, graded blue-green under plumage, chestnut 
crown and mantle show off to advantage as it manoeinntes with 
elegant, wide wheeling sweeps. There are several nesting colonies 
dotted about the Vale in suitable localities, where the soil is firm 
but sandy. Some choose banks of nullahs, others colonise hillocks 
and yet others prefer to excavate their tunnels, even on level ground. 

During two successive summers a pair chose a hunker on the 
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bubj Briuagar Golf (jourse, and undeterred by the bellowing 
sounds of annoyance from goiters, successfully brought up their 
families. Apart from such disturbance it was thougnt advisable 
to divert caddy activity by having all caddies told to warn users of 
tins well placed bunker that a oig snake had been seen entering 
the hole. 

The nesting tunnels, about three inches in diameter, are dri¬ 
ven deep into the earth. For interest 1 had one dug out after 
the young had flown, and found a network of other tunnels, criss¬ 
crossing the line before the nesting chamber was reached. 

The whole area appeared to form an underworld, judging by 
the niiscellaneous collection of frogs, lizards, and beetles. 1 have 
seen the spherical white eggs and am told six from the usual 
full clutch in Kashmir. 

My subjects for the day were building and so busy tunnelling 
that they afforded little chance of getting good pictures with the 
camera focused on the nesting hole. They scarcely paused at 
the entrance on arrival; though some w'ould settle on a hare twdg 
sticking out of a low bust on the bank before making for the 
tunnel. The camera site was chosen, but the setting up of the 
apparatus about 12 ft. away made the birds choose other con¬ 
venient twigs further off. 1 found, times out of number, that 
patience and a little thought will overcome most bird problems. 
Allowing time enough for the birds to get used to the camera, a 
clod of earth w'as placed to block up each of four separate new 
burrow®. The idea worked like magic. The birds presumably 
dismayed by this manoeuvre had their attention diverted from 
the camera. Seven of them sat together on my chosen twig. Had 
the electric release wwked I might have got a picture of them 
all; however there w^ere many snapshots taken of single birds, and 
on three occasions a pair on the same twig. Needless to say the 
clods were . removed on the completion of tlie photography and 
the birds were busy at their work before 1 quitted the scene, ft 
may be mentioned that a dapper little male Indian Bush Ghat, 
in his neat black and white suiting, and a rich chestnut vest, 
also used this perch during the day and allow’ed himself to be 
successfully photographed on three occasions. A careful search 
revealed its nest, which contained four eggs, including a cuckoo 
egg, which was duly destroyed. 

The tale from here onwards continues to produce many attrac¬ 
tions, to upset my original plan, but as the Sandpiper's eggs were 
fresh, a few days’ postponement appeared permissible. Though 
tlie small area just worked had been prolific in subjects for the 
camera, yet it proved to be only a taste of what was to come in 
this bird paradise. It was not a mile beyond this spot that the 
road passed over a narrow tortuous nullah, about 25 ft. wide at 
ground level but shelving steeply to a tiny stream, another 25 ft. 
lower down. The sharp twittering cries from a disturbed Pied 
Kingfisher, and fKe exit of a Kashmir 'Boiler from the depths of 
the nullah, called for further investigation. 

The precipitous side of the nullah w'as found to be honeycomb¬ 
ed with Pied Kingfisher burrows, old and new^. .Those m use 
were zealously guarf^d by the seven pairs in residence to prevent 
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rude gttie-crashings by pompous and pugnacious Mynas* Ubi¬ 
quitous House bparrows, always so reaay to usurj) anything xf 
permitted to Uo so, and niiaiiy oy timid totarlings. 

T\vo pairs ot Hashniir lioliers with burrows in the same banks, 
also swooped down trom tneir vantage points on a tree or telegraph 
wire, to Keep order in tins cireuuiscribed aviary. Ihe few willow 
t)cees thriving in the (fitting gave asylum for ihe nests of a pair 
ot White-cheeked bulbul, and the Jiutons backed Shrikes. 

ihere were even two pairs of the Central Asian Kingfishers that 
had driven then:* tunnels into the bank, not more than a foot or 
two above the stream. Finally trom this very mad bridge, a pair 
of Hoopoes could be seen busy -feeding their young, sheltered 
under the roots of a lofty Chenar. 

To give some idea of the congestion in this area, from the ‘hide* 
I had set up half way down the bank, 1 was able to take close-up 
pictures of seven different species by simply having to swing round 
the camera on its stand. Three days sufeced to complete these 
series, the first being employed in accustoming the birds to get 
used to the ‘hide*. 

1 now propose to describe the birds using the nullah, omitting 
descriptions of garden and house liirds, as these will be described 
in a subsequent chapter. 

The Pied Kingfisher, Coryle rudia leucomelanura. 

This pied bird is a little larger than a myna with sexes alike 
in the main, the only striking difference to be noticed in the held 
shows when the birds are viewed frontally. The male has the 
two black gorgets across the breast, the broader one above; the* 
female sports only one which is incomplete being iiitenupted by 
quite an inch of white breast feathering. 

These birds are numerous and resident in the Vale, and I am 
of opinion that their numbers renmiii constant throughout the 
year. There are many nesting colonies in the vicinity of the 
Cakes each used by not more than about a dozen couples. Most 
' of these localities appear to have been used by these birds over 
a period of years. 1 he bank faces are riddled by their tunnellings, 
and it is evident that the burrows are used as shelters during the 
winter months, as, nearing sunset many birds congregate in the 
area and have been seen entering the holes. One unusual colony 
is situated at a distance of over two miles from the nearest water. , 
The eggs, glossy white and spherical in shape, are said to number 
six to a full clutch. 

They are noisy birds when courting, and being ‘hale fellow 
well met*, are delighted when a passing friend drops into the 
community. Pandemonium then reigns, while with short black 
crests raised, wings quivering, tails jerking up and down, everyone 
greets the newcomer .with excited ehirrupings. 

When passing along one of the many waterways, the wayfarer’s 
attention must he attracted either by their pleasant cries, or by 
their hoverings high over the surface, awaiting,the propitious 
momept to drop like a bolt into the water and seize a silvery fish. 
Should there be a chance of failure, the bird will pull itself out 
of a nose dive in mid-air and continue its flight on an even keel 
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The Indian Pied Kingfisher 
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until another shoal is sighted. It will then rise steeply and on 
hovering wings remain stationary, body upright, bill pointing to 
the water, until a Jightmng dive succeeds and is followed up by 
a picture of the bird dying off, a sprat in its bill, *chirruk chirruk- 
mg.’ 

On reaching a suitable perch the fish is battered about and 
finally swallowed head first, with a dett jerk into the air. The 
whole manoeuvre is most spectacular and quite unique. 

Though shy of human beings, my distant release apparatus 
did not affect the birds in the least; m fact, on their first return 
to the nullah after the camera ‘set-yp* disturbance was over, one 
of the birds actually sat on the camouflaged basket covering the 
camera, while the other took to the perch that I had driven into 
the ground by the nesting hole. 

After each exposure the necessary approach to the camera in 
order to re-set the shutter and turn on the fllm, disturbed the 
birds, but not more than ten minutes sufficed for their return 
with the possibility of a pair taking a seat on the focused perch. 

The Kashmir Roller. Coracias garrula mmenowi. 

With the coming‘of Spring, the arrival of this gorgeous bird 
brightens up the landscape. 

'J’he Boiler is solidly built and has a heavy bill. When seated 
it appears as an ordinary light blue bird, about the size of a 
pigeon. It is not until it swoops from its perch that brilliant broad 
bunds of Oxford and Cambridge blue on its wrings show’ up in 
a delightful transformation. The bird is fairly common in the 
Vale, and I have seen a stray pair or two on the edge of the pine 
forests up to 8,000 ft. 

From some elevated perch it watches for shrew, frog or anything 
that moves on the ground. Its swoop down to capture the morsel, 
the return flight to the post to devour it, are all colourful 
manoeuvres. The abandon of the nuptial display so frequent at 
this time of year, during which the bird rolls and tumbles about 
the air uttering its harsh and raucous cries, attracts constatil 
attention. 

Even at a later period of the season when the love display has 
passed and one of the pair is brooding eggs, the other remains 
alert and alw^ays on guard. Intolerant of trespass near the nesting 
hole it will swoop down with harsh grating screams at the intruder. 
These colourful perfonnances can be seen throughout the bird's 
stay in Kashmir. 

As i; will never dig out a nest, it is difficult to say how deep 
their burrows extend into the earth, but judging by the many 
nesting cavities laid open to view in these banks every Spring, 
by evoshiti, I fancy the birds do not tunnel for more than 
roughly 6 tp 9 inches before evacuating the roomy nesting cham¬ 
bers. The eggs are glossy white and spherical and number four 
to six to a clutch. 

These binds do not readily take to a perch near the nesting hole. 
It is not ^ question of fear but a preference to fly direct, to the 
nest implying an inadequate exposure to the lens. As most of 
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tlie nests tackled by me have been at an average height of 20 ft; 
above the nullah bed, a frontal ‘set-up’ for a 'close-up' picture is 
difficult. 

However, very often a suitable perch, used by the birds before 
their final plunge into the nesting Uole, can be found in the area, 
and by the exercise of a,little patience, the camera will catch a 
. number of good poses. 

The Central Asian Kitigltsher. Akedo attliia pallam. 

This little bird,, a gem among birds, is the northern version of 
the Common Xiiigfisner. With its solid build, long bill and 
brilliant green blue and chestnut plumage it needs little descrip¬ 
tion as it is the most familiar bird on the Lakes and waterways 
of Kashmir during the summer months. It literally foists itself 
on one from its penchant for perching in the open, a little above 
the surface of the water. The wires and posts used for anchoring 
houseboats are freely used. Here it will sit fearless of man and 
every now and again plunge obliquely into the water and re¬ 
turn to the perch with a silvery fish m its bill. If unsuccessful 
in its attempt, it will fly swift and low over the water with a 
distinct, sharp roll of its little body, and utter a trilling note as 
it streaks away in search of a further suitable vantage-point. 

The nomially accommodating gullet, stretched to its utmost 
by the outsize in fish presented, calls for a supreme eftort on the 
part of the bird, a great struggle takes place, for with eyes closed, 
a frequent up and down movement of the head and its fanned 
tail flicking, the bird struggles to swallow its cai>ture; but is little 
disturbed by the experience, for almost immediately the next min¬ 
now within reach pays for its carelessness. 

Over open water it may be frequently seen hovering with body 
erect, bill pointing downwards, preparatory to plunging in after 
its prey. 

The breeding season is very extended, the main months are 
April to June, but young fledglings have been seen as late as Sep¬ 
tember. 

The nesting tunnel excavated by the birds runs level for about 
three feet before the actual egg chamber is reached, where the 
six white eggs almost spherical in shape lie. A Kashmir village 
is a rose garden when compared with the stench and squalor con¬ 
nected .with the abode and upbringing of such beautiful jewels 
of nature. A great number of these nests must be swamped out 
annually, either by heavy rain storms, or snows melting which 
cause a rise about a foot or so above the normal level gauged as 
sufficient by the birds when digging out their nests. 

Having no fear of man and with a succession of favoured 
fishing posts for perches photography is easy. The first snapshot 
may portray a look of enquiry towards the camera, quickly follow’ed 
by another showing the bird with bill lowered following in rapt.. 
attention movement in the water below and ready for a plunge 
into it, and then yet a third to complete the sequence, showing 
the return to the perch with a small fish held firmly in its bill. 
This sequence was actually taken by me from one of the living 
roooms in my houseboat. 
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The European Bee-Eater, 


The Rufous-backed Shrike. 




The Common Sandpiper, 
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The Rttfotis^backedl Shrike. Lanius achach erythronotua. 

This Shrike is 10 inches in length, its grey head, the broad 
broad black band running backwards across the forehead through 
the eyes, the long graduated tail and severely notched bill are 
features common to several members of this well marked family, 
in this species the rich rufous lower back and rump, and the 
rufous-tinged abdomen are distinctive. 

This Shrike is one of the most common visitors to Kashmir in 
summer, arriving in early April and remaining till late in Septem¬ 
ber. Its abundance may be gauged by the numbers inhabiting 
the popular avenues bordering most highways in the Vale and by 
the surplus living in the willow groves and frequenting gardens. 
The habit of sitting bolt upright on sonie bare twig with long 
tail swaying gently up and down, the constant lookout kept to 
help pacify an insatiable appetite, the sudden dash down to the 
ground to stab at its insect prey, the laboured flight return to 
the original perch, make these birds conspicuous. 

I have never actually found the larder of this particular species, 
but they are bold robbers and to them eggs are a great delicacy. 
A friend of mine had the aggravating experience of seeing a Shrike 
pounce, at, and destroy the eggs in the nest of a Paradise Flycatcher 
while he who busy setting up a ‘hide' in preparation to photograph 
the owner. 

The flight, though laboured at the start, is swift and straight 
propelled by extra rapid beats from wings that appear inadequate 
to carry the slender body and long tail. The call notes are a harsh 
and loud chattering but during the early spring and the incuba¬ 
tion periods, the cock bird has a soft and musical song, well sus¬ 
tained, and with a variety of notes, but so subdued as to amount 
to mere mumblings. An irregular flirting of the wings always ac¬ 
companies these efforts at song. 

The nest is a massive, deep, untidy cup of assorted materials 
usually comfortably lined. The eggs, commonly five to a clutch, 
are a white or creamy ground colour sparsely spotted and blotched 
with shades of brown except for the distinct wreath formed round 
the broad end. 

One nest found contained eight eggs, and from observations, 
these were brooded by the one pair of birds. There is every indi¬ 
cation that at least two broods are raised during the breeding 
season. The bird is victimised by the Cuckoo. The nest, usually 
tucked away snugly at the junction of two stout branches, the 
bird's rapid succession of hops to it, immediately after alighting 
on the tree, and its quick disappearance into the deep nest cavity 
are the chief obstacles to successful snapshots. 

Tha Spotted Porktall. Enicurua macidatvs. 

It was while motoring between Chenari and Hri on the Jhelum 
Valley Bead, along the wide stretch of it which is carved out 
of the mass of frowning, damp, moss-covered. rock deeply fissued 
at intervals by miniature waterfalls, that I met my first Forktails. 

The loud uncanny screams from the surprised bird as it plunged 
across the road just ahead of the bonnet of the car were quite 
7 
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startling .in effect in such a wild spot. Wooded ravines holding 
last mountain streams form their normal habitat* 

At first sight this pied bird may be mistaken for a wagtail 
being roughly of that size, but on closer view,^ the deeply-forked 
long tail, gently swaying up and down, and the entire lack of 
hurried jerkmess in its gait emphasises the difierence. 

Its plumage blends well with its surroundings. The dappled 
pattern of white spots and hues become very obliterative m its 
mountain torrent home, where the shaded rocks and ghttering 
spray tend to form a similar pattern. The large white patch on 
the forehead, and broad, white ^ on the lower back are distinctive. 

The nest is a compact and heavy cup composed mainly of green 
moss and clay and tucked away in a variety of places but always 
near rushing water. The eggs are greenish with brown spots 
evenly distributed over its surface. 

The day after my successes in the I^ullah Aviary, previously 
described, 1 was motoring to the Bind Valley and when passing the 
12th milestone 1 was surprised to see of a Jb'orktail feeding by the 
roadside in this open country miles from any ravine. This being 
my first real close-up of the bird, I followed its movements along 
the muddy drain where it was pecking its insect food, and being 
of a confiding disposition 1 was able to keep it in view along the 
undulating ground. 

Excitement ran high, when it w^as joined by a second Forktail 
which without ado began to collect a billful of moss, with which it 
dew away towards the car. 

My ‘even time* chase soon brought me to a viewpoint over¬ 
looking the whole area, but too late to pin down the spot from 
which the bird had emerged. Its scream from further up the road¬ 
way indicated that it was returning to its otiginal beat via the 
drain. A hurried search round revealed a surging mill-race, 
tumbling down over a fall in ground level about 10 ft. in depth. 
This appeared to me to be the only likely spot for a neS|t. I was 
about to rush back to a viewpoint which would enable me to watch 
both the birds and the .fall, when both flew on to a fallen tree 
trunk, bills laden with moss. From here, each in turn, without 
delay flew through the cascade. On their exit the camera was 
hurriedly set up and I was able to get six exposures by hand from 
a distance of 15 ft. of the birds, as they alighted in the focused 
area preparatory to dashing through the water. 

A bulky half built nest was found placed behind the curtain 
of foam on a small ledge of rock out of reach of the raging waters 
but made quite sodden by the misty spray. 

The following year another Forktail's nest was found in similar 
open country. It was placed about a foot above a swift flowing 
canal, and as this site was not more than 3 miles away from the 
nest described above, it seemed indicative that the same pair had 
made this open country their abnormal haunt. 

Some days are indeed red-lettered and this was one of them. 
The entirely unexpected meeting with the Forkail was to form 
but part of the day's gift. On reaching the lendezvous at mile¬ 
stone 14, the shikari was spotted sitting by the roadside opposite 
a quarry. He had spotted a brilliant blue Kingfisher fly into the 
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t^uirrow. This proved to be the nesting hole of the White-breasted 
J^inghsher, a bird scarce at ^is height in Kaslunir. It was to form 
the main item for the morrow's photography, as all likely perching 
places were at this time lost to sunlight. 

Tne White-breasted Kingtish§F*^Haloyon smyrnensia, 

it was considered a great piece of luck to have found a nest 
of this brilliant Kingfisher at this elevation in the Vale* as I had 
always thought that the single birds seen at odd times must be 
wanderers otf their usual beat. Their sporadic appearance at 
all seasons of the year indicate that members of a new strain are 
preparing to become naturalized Kashmir Highlanders. 

The bird is a little larger than the Myna, though its heavy 
pointed dull red bill exaggerates its size. The white breastplate 
set in a chocolate brown under plumage is pleasing but quiet in 
tone compared with the dazzling turquoise-blue of the upper plu¬ 
mage spreading from imder the brqwn head and neck. 

Xt is a noisy bird whose presence in any area can be detected 
at a distance. The harsh 'Kenk-kenk-kenk', a succession of three 
rapidly repeated notes, screamed whenever the bird takes to wing, 
carries and is unmistakable, as is also what is presumed to be 
the song, which takes the form of a long-drawn-out roll of smooth 
notes, ascending in scale and very plaintive in tone. This song 
is uttered by the bird, with bill pointing up to the heavens, from 
its perch on some bare branch in a tree. 

The entrance shaft of the many nesting tunnels of this King¬ 
fisher shows a tendency to being dug not horizontally but on 
an upwardly inclined plane for the first foot or so of its length. 
It was this distinctive tilt that, in those far off egg-collecting days, 
gave me, sufficient grounds to cut out any qualms about sna^s 
and to thrust my hand without hesitation into the hole to get at 
the egg chamber. The golden rule followed in those days was that 
a hole running horizontally or downwards was not to be handled 
owing to the danger of its harbouring snakes, but visual evi¬ 
dence (fortunately) has since proved the folly of rash youthful 
wisdom. The fairly spacious egg chamber has never been found 
to contain evil smelling debris as is the case with its miniature 
relative. This apparent cleanliness may be the outcome of the 
difference in diet, as, during this session, the picturing of a pair 
of birds busy feeding well-grown fledgings, revealed that not on 
a single occasion did a parent bird bring fish to the feast but always 
frogs or the battered remains of lizards. The eggs are typical of 
the family being glossy wlute and almost spherical. 

Two vivid memories of this bird in the Plains will always re¬ 
main. On the first occasion, I was fortunate at finding myself 
witness at the start of nest-digging operations. The birds were 
seen following each other in quick succession, jabbing at a spot 
in the sandy bank. Then a circular indentation about thre§ inches 
in diameter became visible affording the birds a bare purchase 
to enable them to continue digging. In clinging to that minute 
ledge, the little crimson legs had to be aided by pressure on the 
baii from outstretched wings. This was a picture that cannot 
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be erased from my mind. The brilliant turquoise*blue against 
the sandy bac^round was enhanced by the brignt rays of a sun» 
low on the horkon. It gave a dazzling eflect to an already delight¬ 
ful picture. 

The second indelible instance savoured more of a timely warn¬ 
ing: I had taken an egg collecting friend to a nest with the 
intention of giving him the clutch of eggs. On arrival at the site, 
a very agitated iiinghsher was seen thrusting at the nesting hole 
with much *Kenk-kenk-kenking*. Shortly afterwards to our very 
great surprise, a snake made a quick exit from the hol6, hercely 
attacked by the brave bird. The snake was not less than five 
feet in length and may have been a ‘JDharman*—a harmless rat 
snake, but both of us could not be sure that it was not a deadly 
Cobra. My present pursuit—photography and the enth'e lack of 
temptation to harm a feather—^undoubtedly brings sundry awards 
in its train. 

At long last, after an exciting week of photography by the 
wayside, the beautiful Sind Valley was reached at a point where 
it broadens out into the Vale. Its confined waters still swdrling 
over the boulder-strewn bed at Woyii Bridge soon continue in 
a more placid strain to their junction with the River Jhelum in 
the neighbourhood of Shadipur. In the immediate vicinity of the 
Bridge are seen the many sandy, boulder-strewn islands made by 
the subsidiary overfiows from the main stream which cut through 
the low lying ground bordering its northern banks. Much could be 
written about the wild grandeur of the upper reaches where steep 
clifis and menacing gorges are lapped by its angry waters; but it 
must suffice here to give but an introduction to these boulder- 
strewn islands. They are the summer home of the Common Sand¬ 
piper, Jedron’s Little Ring Plover and Hodj^son's Pied Wagtail, 
the only water birds among others to be described here, as June 
provides the peak for their breeding activities. Two others, the 
Brown, Dipper and the Ibisbill, have been described elsewhere as 
they are early breeders. The Dipper launches its speckled young 
when the Ibisbill is about to brood a fresh clutch of eggs during the 
first week in April. 

All the birds mentioned in this chapter can be seen and watched, 
year in and year out, from the main road, or at most within a 
half mile of it. There are three notable omissions, Pallas’s Fishing 
Eagle, with its gigantic platform nest perched on the top of a 
Chenar, with its trunk severed at a height of about ninety feet, 
and the Grey and Night Herons who still colonise the same heronry 
in the lofty heights of a grove of Chenars which have been used 
for generations by them. 

Time and again have I fought against the wise promptings 
that danger to life and limb weighed far too much in the scales 
against an attempt to photograph these birds at such dizzy heights, 
and so far these councils have prevailed, and no pictures have 
materialised. These promptings have nevertheless produced en¬ 
vious tho^hts at the remarkable efforts of that intrepid bird photo¬ 
grapher, E.H.N.L., who with his combination of brain and brawn 
knows no ceiling and thus successfully portrays subjects at in¬ 
credible heights above ground level. 
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The Cofnmon Sandpiper* Aciitis hypoleucos. 

Being a summer visitor and breeding in Kashmir, this quietly 
dressed attractive bird, not larger than a Bulbul, is constantly 
seen and heard on most of the mountain streams. The plumage 
is olive brown above and on the breast, and white unctemeath. 

It is a very active bird seen tripping along the margins of 
streams pecking up its minute food, or in quick flight low over 
the water uttering its shrill pipings. The flight is c,uriou8, as the 
upper part of the wings are held in line with the body apparently 
motionless, the powerful propelling force coming from the rapid 
downward beats from below the elbow. 

The call mainly heard during the bird’s visits to Kashmir has 
been so ably sounded by Whistler ‘Kitty-needie, Kitty-needie, 
Kitty-needie’—this appears to be an emotional love song, and is 
more in evidence than the normal shrill piping notes used when 
on the wing. 

Many 'eternal triangle’ scenes are witnessed at this season, 
and how universal is the guile practised by the fair sex. One, be¬ 
trothed, will show keen interest in a newly alighted beau, who 
with wings raised vertically above the head will proclaim his 
presence with a pretty Kitty-needie, Kitty-needie, Kitty-needie, 
and look his best doing so. This play, how^ever, is of short duration 
for the new intrigue is snapped in the bud, by the hasty arrival 
of the rightful owner who hustles awray his erring spouse. 

The nest is usually placed on the ground under a low tamerisk 
bush, or some other vegetation growing on these islands. Some 
are sketchy affairs with little grass, others more solidly built. 
The eggs are four in number, pear-shaped, and lie in the usual 
‘Wader* fashion, sharp ends pointing to the centre of the nest. 
They have a buff ground spotted and clouded with shades of red¬ 
dish-brown. It is of interest to note that a nest of this species 
was found with full clutch up in Gulmarg 9,000 ft., w^hich was 
successfully hatched out in July. • 

The bird is a very difficult subject to photograph, except when 
seated on fhe nest, owing to its rapid movements, even when 
standing, its continual sharp nodding of the head and flirting of 
the tail. Purfher, even if a high viewpoint overcomes the faulty 
guesses concerning its entry into fhe focused area, its aggravating 
habit of tripping along, at breakneck speed, while crossing the 
last yard or two to the nest, is too much for even a 1 /500 second 
exposure. 

Jerdon*s Little Ringed Plever. Charadrius duhius. 

This tiny plover, no bigger than a sparrow, is a summer mig¬ 
rant and delightful to watch. The plumage is sandv-brown 
above and white beneath, with black bands across the forehead 
“nd round the neck. An additional broad black gorget spans the 
breast. 

The plaintive whistle will probably first attract attention. Then 
the bird^s swift wheeling flight—a rapid beat of sharply |>ointed 
wings. On the ground it dashes along the sand with legs t-wdnlc- 
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ling eo fast as to become inviaible, its rapid spurts are punotuated 
by siw^ pauses to seize its prey- with a curious hinged to knee- 
joint tilt of the body; Further spurts and pauses follow. In spite 
of its untiring activity, the bird is difficult to keep in sight, as its 
whole make-up tends to obliterate the contours of its body. 

There are -two distinct types of nesting sites in the Vale, the 
small scrape is made either, on sandy pebbled ground, or in clay 
in the middle of bog. The curious haphazard laying of two or three 
blades of grass across the scrape appears to be common to most 
nests. The nests being placed in the open, suffer much from 
the hoofs of wandering cattle. 

The four eggs, in common with those of most waders, are 
very large^ in size and pear-shaped. The buff or grenish ground 
spotted with brown produces a very protective design. 

Thanks to the habit of constantly pausing between runs, the 
bird is a very easy subject to photograph in most of its character¬ 
istic attitudes. 

Hodgson's Pied Wagtail. Motacilla lugubris alhoides. 

This is a very common and friendly bird found in numbers in 
summer on the Kashmir streams where it breeds profusely. It 
is of slight build and elegant, the male looking dainty in his black 
and white, and only differing from the female in the colouring on 
the back, which is grey in the latter. 

These slender birds are pleasing to watch, for they are seldom 
seen at rest but always with the tail wagging non-stop, much to 
the detriment of photography. It chases its insect prey at great 
speed along the ground and seldom grants reprieve to an insect 
endeavouring to get away on wing—^for the bird sallies after it in 
the airland having completed its mission returns to land, em¬ 
phasising the success by much more tail-wagging. 

The flight is also very noticeable for it is accompanied by a 
cheerful 'chezzit' uttered usually during the downward swoops in 
its series of regular undulations in the air. During the breeding 
season the male bird has a powerful call and is also often heard 
soliloquising in a medley of soft notes, pleasing in rhythm. 

The normal nesting site is among rocks, but in Srinagar a pair 
once commenced to build on my houseboat and continiied to do 
so throughout its twenty-mile move upstream. The birds appeared 
to be quite undisturbed, flying off to the shore and returning to the 
moving boat with further material for the nest. The comparative 
few that inhabit Gnlmarg, almost without excention. desert the 
banks of the streams and prefer to complete nidification under a 
friendly and accommodating roof. The nest is of grass or other 
similar material with the cup-shaped interior neatly lined with 
hair or wool. Five appears to be the normal number of eggs 
found. They are of a light grey shade profusely covered by tiny 
spots of brown. 

A great deal of keen interest is aroused for the bird watcher in 
jhe Vale of -^ftashmir in bis efforts to prove or disprove opinion of 
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authorities regarding the breeding of two closely allied species of 
White WagtaiL 

Although the general consensus of opinion is, that Hodgson’s is 
the only species breeding within Indian Empire limits, yet one 
authority claims that the’ Masked Wagtail also breeds commonly 
in Kashmir. The striking similarity shovn by th^ males of four 
species of this family and their presence in numbers all over India 
during the winter months urges one to centre interest on each 
birS in the legions of pied Wagtails seen here during the breeding 
season. Up-to-date I have never found a nest of the Masked 
^Vagtail, in spite of hopes often raised by the appearance of a 
wagtail, which may prove to be the Masked Wagtail, in an area 
where another female wagtail wae brooding her eggs. This keys 
up one’s hopes to the possibility that the newly alighted grey- 
backed bird might be its male owner and thus give sufficient 
proof that the nest was indeed that of the Masked Wagtail. 
Time and again these hopes have been dashed to the ground by 
the casual arrival at the nest of the male Hodgson’s, proving 
that newcomer was not the rightful owner of the nest, but possibly 
another stray Hodgson’s female. The close resemblance between 
the male Masked Wagtail and Hodgson’s female makes such sup¬ 
position possible. 


ON PESCHETIUS GUIGNOT (COL., DYTISCIDAE) WITH A 
DESCRIPTION OF A NEW SPECIES FROM INDIA. 

BY 

J. BaLFOUR-BrOWNE, M.A., F.Z.S., F.R.E.S., 

Department of Entomology, British Museum (N.JFf.), London 

S. W. 7. 

Pesclietliis Guignot (1935)* 

Guignot, 1935, Rev. fran^. Ent.,«^, 131. 

This genus was erected to include the Indian species, Hydropotus quadri- 
costatus Aubd, and the two African species, Hydropotus carinipennis Rdgim- 
bart and nodieri Rdgitabart. Unfortunately Guignot omitted to cite a genotype 
and by so doing technically invalidated his creation of the genus according to 
Article 25 as amended at the International Zoological^ Congress in Budapert, 
1927. The genus is certainly to be accepted as distinct and I hereby cite 
Hydropotus quadricostatus Aub^ as genotype in order to give it validity. 

The generic characters adduced, in the first place by Peschet (Voy. Guy 
Babault en Afr. or. angl., 1921, 14-15)* a*** *—Coxal lines carlniform, limiting 
between them a deep depression, wide in the middle; first ventrite with large 
deep foveoles to the number of two or three in carinipenms Rdg. and nodtert 
R[dg. and from sia to seven in quadricostatus Aub 4 ; second and third ventrites 
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fused, the suture separating them only barely visible laterally; second ventrite 
on either side of the middle line with a deep semicircular impression serving 
as cavity for the trochanter and base of femur of hind legs; ^ third ventrite 
sub-tectiform, strongly elevated at the apex; three terminal ventrites seen later¬ 
ally not on the same plane as the three anterior,* To these are added by 
Guignot-‘First antennal segment much longer than the second, the epipleurs 
reaching the apex of the elytra.* 

The force of the characters listed above is by no means uniform and the 
two characters suggested by Guignot, the second being strongly stressed by 
him, do not appear to me to advance the principal character mentioned by 
Peschet—the unusual coxal lines—since certain species of Deronectes s. str.— 
bicostatus Schaum—have the basal segment of the antennae distinctly longer 
than the second and the epipleurs cannot be said to attain the apex (sommet) 
of the elytra to a greater extent than some Deronectes, 

Two further, characters not mentioned by either author appear to me to be 
of primary importance, viz. :—the ridge on the inner face of the elytra termi¬ 
nates in a distinct waved or double ligula and at the base also develops a 
distinct lobe; the hind coxae are much more developed than in Deronectes^ the 
metasternal wing being distinctly arched and of an almost uniform thickness 
nearly up to the apex. Neither of these characters is to be found in any group 
of Deronectes and to them may be added the total absence of a true pronotal 
margin, a state almost reached by some species of the compared genus although 
in all of them a distinct trace remains near the anterior angles. A further 
feature is seen in the unusual course of the true elytral margin near the shoulder 
where it dips down very sharply so that the epipleur appears to be very nearly 
parallel-sided to the level of the first ventrite, a structure entirely peculiar to 
the genus among the Hydroporinae, It also deserves comment that the epi¬ 
pleurs are throughout coarsely punctured; the hind femora impunctuate; the 
hind tibiae have two longitudinal rows of piliferous punctures on the infero- 
external face, the rest of the surface being reticulate, impunctuate; and that 
the spurs of the hind tibiae are unequal. 

Guignot suggests that the genus should be placed near Antiporus and Macro- 
porust chiefly on the character of the epipleurs. Although, as I have shewn, 
the force of the character of the epipleurs is not very great it does appear that 
the genus is best placed between Antiporus and Ned rosoma^ with each of 
which it has many affinities. The following new species is to be added to the 
three already included :— 


Peschetiiis andrewesi sp. n. 

(Deronectes andrewesi R^gimbart in coll.) 

(Deronectes belli R^gimbart in coll.) 

Elongate-oval, subdepressed, rufo-ferrugineous; head broadly black from the 
posterior margin of the eyes almost to the anterior margin of the fronto- 
clypeus, the vertex rufo-ferrugineous; frons moderately densely and shallowly, 
coarsely punctured, the interstices of the punctation about equal to the diameter 
of the punctures, more or less obsoletely microreticulate, the punctures gradually 
decreasing in size and somewhat sparser towards the anterior margin; on either 
side with a large shallow fronto-clypeal depression; vertex strongly, almost 
shagrinate microreticulate, the meshes absolutely regular, impunctate. Antennae 
long, the basal segment at least as long as the two following taken together, 
the fifth, sixth and seventh segments also rather elongate, sub-equal, rufo- 
flavous. Pronotum transverse, the sides widely rounded, quite unmargined, 
with a shallow longitudinal impression on each side, well separated from the 
edge and a sub-basal transverse impression connecting on either side with the 
longitudinal impressions, posterior angles slightly obtuse; closely, regularly and 
uniformly punctured, the punctures separated by about their diameters, the 
interstices dull microreticulate; rufo-ferrugineous, a small black basal mark on 
either side of the middle line; scutellar lobe very slightly developed, the hind 
margin being only slightly rounded in the scutellar region; prostemal process 
large, strongly laterally compressed, strongly rounded, not carinate tectiform 
(c.f. quadricostatus Aubd), the apex bluntly rounded, lateral margins obsolete; 
intercoxal piece of the prosternum without a transverse step or rugae. Elytra 
elongate-oval, sides very slightly rounded and . widened to the middle, widely 
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rounded posteriorly, weakly acuminate at the apex; as wide basally as the base 
of. the pronotum but the angle of junction of margin with the edge of the 
pronotum very pronounced owing to the abrupt upward curve of the epipleural 
margin; two longitudinal costae, the inner straight and commencing directly 
behind the base of the elytra and attaining to four-fifths of their length, the 
outer one beginning some distance ^behind the shoulder and running almost 
parallel to the inner one for three-quarters of its length and then widely rounded 
convergent to join the inner costa at its apex; margin abruptly curved upwards 
at the shoulder; epipleurs and dorsum punctured and sculptured as on the pro¬ 
notum ; rufo-ferrugineous with the black pattern common to all the species of 
the genus* Venter rufo-ferrugineous, the edge of the hind coxae and abdominal 
ventrites infuscate; metasternum and hind coxse sculptured as on the dorsum, 
the impression between the coxal lines almost impunctate, shining; basal abdo¬ 
minal ventrite with seven to eight shallow oval, sharply impressed foveae on 
either side of the middle line, their cavities microreticulate; second and third 
ventrites fused, the second with five similar foveae and numerous large punc¬ 
tures on either side of the middle line, the middle line rather pinched, almost 
carinate at the base; sixth ventrite dull, microreticulate, the edge strongly, the 
disc very finely punctate (c.f. quadricostatus Aub^). Legs moderately long, 
the tarsi of the male slightly more dilated than in the female on the anterior, 
and intermediate legs, fourth segment small but distinct, fifth quite elongate, 
as long as the second and third segments taken together; claws simple in both 
sexes. 

Type.—India : Nilgiri Hills (H. L. Andrews coll.). (Deronectes andrewesi. 
Reg. n. sp. typ., Regimbart det.). Paratypes.—3 specimens, same particulars 
as type. 2 specimens, S. India: B.M, 61-20—Coimbatore, Koondah Hills or 
Nilgiri Hills (M. /. Walhome coll.). 2 specimens, India : (without further parti¬ 
culars), (B.M, 67-56, ex coll. Hamlet Clark.). 6 specimens, India: Khandesh 
(T. R. Bell coll., ex coll. H. L. Andrews), (Deronectes Ifelli Reg. n. sp. 
typ., Regimbart det.). i specimen, India: Igatpuri, 2,000 ft. (ex coll. H. L. 
Andrewes). 

Size.—2.9-3.35 1.5-1.6 mm. lat. 

(All specimens are in the British Museum.) 

This new species is very similar to the three already described. It may 
easily be distinguished from quadricostatus (Aubd) by the black fronto-clypeus 
and the dull, microreticulate, much more finely punctured sixtli ventrite. From 
the two African species it may be separated by the greater number of foveae on 
the first ventrite, and from nodieri (Rdg.) it is further separated by the black 
fronto-clypeus whilst carinipennis (R^.) lacks the post-humeral extension of the 
sub-nasal black band to the margin, possessing instead a longitudinal band along 
the outer edge of the inner carina which joins the discal black band. 

The lateral lobes (parameres) of the aedeagus are of a form unusual in the 
Hydfoporinae^ in which they are frequently hooked at the apex. In Peschetius 
they are terminated by a weakly inflated elongate rounded lobe provided with 
numerous long hairs along the inner face, a type normally found in the Colynt- 
hetinae. The significance of this character in a group otherwise indubitably 
Hydroporine is not as yet apparent. 

I am unable to find any di.«clnctions between andrewesi and belli (R6g, I. i) 
and dissection has shewn the aedeagus to be identical and accordingly I have 
adopted the former name for the species. 



. MICRODYTES GEN. NOV. DYTISCIDARUM 

(HYPHYDRINI). 

r 

BY 

J. BaLFOUR-BrOWNE, M.A., F.Z,S., F.R.E.S. 

Department of Entomology, British Museum (Nat, Hist.), 
London, S. W. 7. 

Mlcrodytcf gen. nov. 

' Head transverse, eyes quite small; anterior edge of the fronto-clypeus without 
a trace of a raised or produced rim, the apex transverse, not rounded, labrum 
visibly exserted, emarginate in the middle* Pronotum transverse, sides narrowly 
margined ; base at middle distinctly, but not largely, roundly produced; proster¬ 
num extremely small in front of the anterior coxae; prosternal process small, 
lanceolate-lobate, the apex rounded, not acuminate, transversely weakly convex, 
the sides margined at base. Elytra widely rounded, the inner face with lamina 
expanded into a prom’nent ligula at the apex; epipleurs at shoulder with a 
‘bordered pit’. Venter: Meso-coxae distinctly separated; mesosternal fork very 
minute but distinctly attaining the intercoxal process of the meta.sternum which 
is shallowly, roundly grooved. Metacoxae very large, the anterior margin strong¬ 
ly arched, the posterior soldered to the anterior margin of the first abdominal 
ventrite; metacoxal processes adpressed; base of the trochanter completely ex¬ 
posed, the articuldr cavities distinctly separated i coxal lines terminating at the 
articular angle, not turned inwards and prolonged; metasternal wings very 
narrow and strongly arched; sutures of second and third ventrite completely 
obsolete. Legs : hind tibiae on the infero-external face with two longitudinal 
series of spiculiferous punctures, the upper series not set in a distinct groove 
obliquely; segments, particularly the basal one, simple, without a weak but 
distinct longitudinal dorsal ridge, reticulation obsolete; hind tarsal claws un¬ 
equal but the shorter one quite distinct and about (wo-third.s the length of the 
longer one. 

Genotype.— Microdytes belli (R^g* i, I.) n. sp. 

This new genus is a member of the tribe Hyphydrini and is very close to 
Desmopachria, from which it is not easy to separate it, but it is undoubtedly 
a distinct genus on the slight but constant differences, e.g. truncate and unmar¬ 
gined anterior edge of the fronto-clypeus with a more visibly exserted labrum, 
slightly different course of the coxa! lines, shorter trochanters, presence of two 
linear series of spiculiferous punctures on the infero-external face of the hind 
tibiae, the upper series not set in an oblique groove, the absence cf the median 
longitudinal ridge of the dorsal surface on, at least, the basal segment of the 

hind tarsi, and the longer outer (lower) claw of the hind legs. 

It is possible that Hydrovatus maculatus Motschulsky {Etud. EnU, 8, 1859, 
4a)," re-described by R^gimbart (Ann. Soc. ent. France, 68, 1899, ^* 3 *) end 

transferred to Desmopa^tia by Gschwendtner (Rec. Ins. Mus., 37, 1935, ?) 

may belong to this genus, but no description I have seen deals with the course 
of the coxal lines, the punctures of the h’nd tibiae or the characters of the hind 
tarsi and tarsal claws. Until an authentic specimen of that species can be 
examined for these characters its position must remain doubtful. 

Microdytes belli (Reg. i. 1 .) n. sp. 

Head: rufo-ferrugineous, very finely but quite copiously punctured,.the inter¬ 
stices four to five times the diameter of the punctures, quite shining and without 
a trace of reticulation except along the anterior edge of the fronto-clypeus 
where an extremely fine and lightly incised, meshwork can Just be seen. An- 
tennae : rather short and slender, the anterior edge very slightly serrate, the 
first and second segments subequal in length and width, the second as long as 
the third and foui^ taken together, the fourth vtry short, as wide as long. 
Thorax: pronotum fusco^eastaneous, the anterior, posterior and lateral margins 
narrowly paler; the sides finely but distinctly margined, the posterior angles 
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almost acute but not at all produced; the scutellar lobe very shortly roundly 
produced; the surface strongly shining, regularly, more strongly than on the 
head and rather more copiously punctured, the punctures three times the size 
of those on the head and the interstices two to three times the diameter of the 
punctures; prosternum exceptionally narrow in front of the pro-coxae, the 
prosternal process small, lanceolate-lobate, terminally rounded, weakly convex, 
the sides distinctly margined at the base; anterior tarsi four segmented, laterally 
compressed, the claws simple and equal. Metastemum and metacoxae with the 
sutures almost obsolete, highly polished, rather coarsely, regularly and evenly 
punctured on the coxae, the sternum antero-laterally coarsely, posteriorly finely 
punctured, fusco-castaneous, the coxal processes rufescent; hind femora not at 
all inflated; hind tibiae not much narrower at base than at apex; calcaria stout, 
unequal, simple, the longer as long as the basal segment of the hind tarsi; 
the hind trochanters shorter than the posterior edge of their femora from the 
apex of the trochanter to the ‘knee’. Elytra : regularly ovate, the sides dilated 
just behind the shoulder, the apex strongly rounded, not at all acuminate; 
giving the insect an almost rhomboidal outline; fusco- or nigro-castaneous with 
a broad transverse basal fascia dilated at the shoulder and continuing moderately 
w'dely along the margin to just before the apex with a confluent spot or 
erilargement laterally behind the middle and a second anteapically, a small 
round post-median spot near the suture, flavous, the surface highly polished 
and shining, punctured as on the pronotum but laterally more sparingly with 
the ‘systematic’ serial punctures almost or^quite obsolete. Abdominal ventrites 
very highly polished and shining, the basal segment laterally with a few obso¬ 
lete large punctures and some also on the second segment, the rest of the 
surface, even of the sixth ventrite, quite impunctate. 

Size.—1.83-1.86 mm. long., 1.20-1.32 mn^. lat. 

T)rpe.—India: Bombay Pres., Khandesh (T. 1 ?. Bell coll., ex coll. H. L. 
Andrewes). 

Paratype.—i specimen, same particulars. 

(Both specimens are In the British Museum.) 

Both specimens appear to be female, by comparison with Microdytes cham- 
pioni n, sp., described below, assuming the sexual characters to be the same 
for both species. 


MicriNlytes cliiflipioiii n. sp. 

Head : flavo-testaceous to rufo-flavous, finely, slightly, irregularly but fairly 
copiously punctured, anteriorly finely microreticulate but shining, the vertex 
strongly shining and without a trace of reticulation, the punctures here slightly 
larger. Antennae : as in belli n. sp. Thorax : pronotum flavo-testaceous to 
rufo-castaneous, the anterior edge narrowly infuscate, the posterior edge more 
widely obscurely infuscate in the middle, the sides finely margined, the margir, 
black, the posterior angles almost acute but not at all produced; fairly copiously 
punctured, the punctures irregular, those on the disc finer, along the posterior 
edge coarser and a transverse band of almost equidistant larger punctures along 
the anterior margin, laterally the discal punctures become obsolete and the 
larger punctures reduced in size; prosternum as in belli sp. n. Metasternum and 
meta-coxae as in belli but the punctures much sparser and less regular; legs as 
in belU. Elytra: regularly oval, widest almost .at middle, the sides evenly 
rounded, the apex more roundly attenuate than in belli but not at all acuminate 
behind, the form more elongate-rhomboidal than belli; flavo-testaceous, the an¬ 
terior and sutral margins black or blackish and a fusco-rufous or dark casta- 
neous broad, transverse, anteriorly waved band on the disc which does not 
attain the declivous portion of the side of the elytra, posteriorly the band is 
sinuous with a linear posterior extension on the disc terminating ,ante-apically 
in a rounded $pot« the surface finely and fairly copiously punctured near the 
suture, nrogressively slightly more sparsely towards the sides, the ‘systematic* 
aeries of punctures distinct, particularly the inner one, almost to the apex, 
the Interstices of the punctation highly polished and shining. Abdominal ventrites 
polished and shining, the basal and fused second and third ventrites with 
a moderately copious fine punctation towards the s’des, the sixth ventrite ex- 
ceaaivety finely and rather sparsely punctate, the surface highly polished and 
shining. 
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Size.—1.86*2.07 mm, long., x.29-1.42 mm. lat. 

Type.—India; United Provinces; Kumaon, Haldwani Dist., J (H. G. 
Champion coll.). « 

Paratypes.—same particulars, 54 specimens. 

(The type and 32 paratypes in the British Museum, the remainder in coll. 
((Champion). 

This species is readily distinguished from belli by the colour, the greater 
extent of the reticulation on the head, the distinct systematic series of the elytra, 
the sparser metacoxal and more plentiful, finer punctures of the basal abdominal 
ventrites. The only apparent secondary sexual character is seen on the lobes 
of the labial mentum where the male has a dense tuft of long golden hairs, the 
female having this part glabrous. This is a very unusual secondary sexual 
character of the Dytiscidae and no similar case is kniwn to me. 


SOME REMINISCENCES OF SPORT IN ASSAM. 

BY 

H.G.H.M. 

Part IV 

Along the base of the Bhutan Hills is an extensive Game 
Sanctuary from which tigers find their way to other dense jungles 
which are a natural sanctuary and in which they cannot be attack¬ 
ed until they roam further afield into the more open grass jungles 
bordering on cultivated areas. Then they become cattle lifters and 
so expose themselves to sportsmen; but it is only with the aid of 
elephants jthat they can be successfully dealt with. 

On a cold weather morning in early March, on alighting from 
the train on the Eastern Bengal Railway at the wayside station 
of Sarupeta in Assam, it was a fine sight to see some fifty elephants 
lined up to meet the guests of the always hospitable Rajah of 
G. Soon we were all sorted out and seated in our howdahs. 
The programme was to beat through the jungle towards camp 
about seven miles away, and there was hope of tiger being seen 
as there had recently been ‘kills’ in that area; but we had no 
success. 

The next day we started out fairly early, and though there 
was no ‘khubber’ of a kill, the beating line, after a deal of hard 
work, put up a tigress with small cubs and of course, as usually 
happens in such cases, she charged the line not only once, but 
twice, and the Raj Kumar, who was with the beating elephants 
stopped her by firing shots though she could nob be seen. Even¬ 
tually she^ left the cubs and was with considerable difficulty driven 
to the Maharajah of M. Several of the other guns could have 
shot her but the order was that she should be killed bv the Maha¬ 
rajah; and so she was, with one well^ aimed shot. Returning to 
where the cubs were last seen, after much searching, in which the 
elephant’s aid was invaluable, we found two of the snarling little 
creatures, the i^ize of foxterriers. Secured bv the mahouts who 
threw blapkets over them they were deposited, in cane cages which 
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were always taken out on these big shoots on one of the pad ele¬ 
phants. 

Although so recently caught,. it was not long after they had 
been in camp that they permitted friendly patting of the head. 
In many parts of India it is not considered proper to shoot tigress¬ 
es with small cubs, but in those enormous jungles teeming with 
wild animals of every description that was not the custom. All 
this caused much delay, so there was no more shikar, the 
Rajah having rightly insisted that as the mother had been killed 
her cubs should be found. 

On the following day the Maharajah of M. was obliged to 
leave the camp and we had no success until after lunch when we 
found ourselves near the place where, the previous year we had 
killed six tigers in less than an bour. I had intended to take 
photographs but was told a tiger must be shot by me so I was 
posted where the tigers, if any in this promising cover, would be 
most likely to break. The Rajah made his usual very careful 
arrangements, posting each howdah elephant himself, and walk¬ 
ing his elephant up and down behind the line, which was placed 
at right angles to the beating line, so that it would be safe to 
fire straight ahead. My position was away to the right front of the 
line at a spot where the tigers, having been driven from heavy 
jungle through light jungle, would naturally take again to the 
heavy cover in front of them. Orders to the line of howdah guns 
were that no shot was to be fired unless the tigers attempted to 
break through them to gain the heavy cover behind. I realized 
that it was quite likely the tigers, finding me in their way of re¬ 
treat, would charge my elephant and was prepared for this. 

Now the beating lii>e was set in motion, and before long it 

was signalled that there were three tigers in front of it. These 

turned out to be a tigress with two three-quarter grown cubs. 
The tigress moved as expected, while the other two came along 
nearer the line of howdah elephants and were clearly seen as 

they made their way through the light jungle. When nearing me 

the tigress suddenly discovered the presence of my elephant, 
grunted and charged. I w^aited until she was close, and as the bead 
marked a point between her shoulders, I pulled the trigger and mis¬ 
sed I Doubtless it was the common error of seeing the foresight 
and not the backsight also, so the bullet went high. She stopped, 
immediately jumped back, and ran into the jungle she had come 
from and was seen and missed by some of the other guns. Barely 
had the mother gone, when the two cubs were almost into my 

elephant’s legs. Quickly they turned back and I feared to fire 

towards the now approaching line of beaters. One of the cubs, 

followed up by a member of the party, presented an easy shot 

and was killed. It was getting late so a beat for the tigress and 
other cub had to be quickly arranged. A narrow strip of jun¬ 
gle was broken down by the many elephants available—^there were 
not far short of a hundred, as the Maharaja of M. had left his 
beasts although he himself had been obliged to go to Calcutta. 
The beat was now turned right about to force the hunted animals 
across the narrow cleared strip to the waiting giins on the further 
side. These were—from right to left, M. Junior, the Second 
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Kumar, quite a youth, myself and the Kumar: four Behind 

us was the thick jungle and before us the imposing line of beating, 
eleph^ts: Away to our right were the surplus elephants whicli 
bad trodden down the clear space, with the Rajah of G. and other 
guests. 

First arrived the cub which received one bullet from the Raj 
Kumar’s .500 rifle loaded with Low Pressure cordite cartridge 
having a 440 grain soft nose bullet; such a combination is very 
good for close shots afforded in howdah shooting. The Raj 
Kumar had only just reloaded when the tigress, now in very sav¬ 
age mood, sprang at his elephantls head but the spring was avoid¬ 
ed by a rapid twist and the Raj Kumar, missing her in the air, 
gave her a second shot as she landed on the ground. This she 
answered with a grunt and sprang growling savagely into the 
grass. The younger Kumar was now ordered out of the jungle 
as it was not safe for him to take part in the approaching scrim¬ 
mage. He was using a .400 black powder rifle taking a 230 
grain bullet and 80 grains powder. This weapon is not good 
enough for a fighting tigress but I have seen the boy kill more than 
a dozen tigers with it, one shot apiece. One of'them, shot in the 
chest, measured ten feet, a very heavy male. 

The Raj Kumar and I closed our elephants on the tigress. 
She charged again and was received with two hits, this* time again 
retreating. Three beater elephants were moved up to push the 
tigress out and she charged one of them, getting astride the tusks 
of a big elephant named Urthumpersad. He went round anc 
round like a top in the grass in attempting to throw her off, the 
two other elephants close by doing the same. During this it was 
not possible to shoot, and when at last the tigress was dislodged 
she charged the Raj Kumar who settled ner with two shots. A 
fine beast she was, measuring nine feet. 

It was this Urthumpersad which had been ordered by the Assam 
Government to be shot, but which had been bought by the Rajah 
of G. He was then exceedingly timid, but tigers have now been 
shot from his back and he will likely turn out an excellent howdah 
elephant, the result of expert training and management. Mrs. S, 
who knew all the Forest Department elephants at Kochugaon will 
be interested to know this, should she come across these reminis¬ 
cences. We padded the three tigers and returned to camp. Even 
this day’s sport showed that tiger shooting from elephants is not 
always a tame affair. 

The following day only one tiger was shot and this fell to the 
Second Kumar and his light rifle. The bullet mushroomed per¬ 
fectly. The day after that, the iith March, five tigers were bagged. 
On this day it was again wished by our host that I should kill a 
tiger. The beat had just started and I was arguing with G’s 
E)Mtor, who was in the back seat of the howdah, as to the possi¬ 
bility of a charge. He was saying that tigers, on hearing the 
advance of the beating elephants move to the edge of the cover, 
and if they do not detect the waiting howdah etephant move off 
to the next jungle in a very silent manner; also he was insisting 
that they often break back before the shikaris think they do, and 
that the tiger may be even now at the expected exit place—when 
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out the beast jumped with a grunt! 1 was taken by surprise and 

missedi the result of want of proper attention to the matter in 
hand. Never must one’si mind be diverted for an instant or such 
chances will be lost. The tiger for some unaccountable reason ran 
into the open and was twice fired at by other guns, but went on 
as if untouched. Then the Rajah fired and it dropped to the shot 
and rolled into the cover on the edge of which it was at the mo¬ 
ment* The Raj Kumar, who was further ahead, saw some 
movement in the high grass and a couple of elephants were sent 
to push through the cover: shortly a tiger showed in the nala 
close to where the wounded one had disappeared. G. fired and it 
jumped into the grass and died. lAll movement having ceased an 
elephant was sent in to investigate and to the surprise of everyone, 
the mahout announced ‘two dead tigers*. When the bullets were 
recovered from the bodies it was found that besides the .465 used 
by the Rajah there was a 12 gauge Paradox conical bullet from 
the weapon used by M. Junior. This had been fired at a range of 
about 75 yards and had had no effect, though well placed. The 
beast had not even acknowledged the hit. Fifty years ago the 
Paradox, and other imitations of the idea, had a great vogue, but 
experienced sportsmen placed not much reliance on them except for 
close shots. 1 have seen a tiger, hit in the chest with one of these 
heavy conical bullets at dose range, roll over but get up and move 
on as if unwounded. It was killed by another gun who does not 
know to this day that he shot a previously wounded animal. The 
good sportsman who used the Paradox did not daim' the beast 
as the other man had never shot a tiger. After this we moved on 
and came to a place where four tigers were found. The tigress 
and her three nearly full grown cubs were at one time bolting all 
over the place in the light cover, and nearly everyone had a shot 
at them, but all without success. Another beat was arranged and 
in this I knocked over the tigress with my . 280 , rather an over- 
long shot. She got up and charged the beating line but was killed 
by one of the howdah guns. One of the large cubs, they were 
about eight feet long, was shot by M. Senior as it charged past 
his elephant, and another was killed by the Rajah with a charge 
of No. 4 shot from his gun. He leaned over the side of his how¬ 
dah and it fell dead, the skull smashed to a pulp. The cub which* 
had escaped killed a cow that night and was shot next day. On 
the 14 th the elephants were given a rest, and then there was news 
of a man-eating tiger, and several others, in a certain locality. 
An early start was made as the distance was considerable. 

Death of a man-eater. 

The hut from which the man had been taken was situated very 
close to heavy jungle* . It was still occupied, in spite of this having 
been^ about the twelfth or fourteenth man taken from the neigh¬ 
bouring village. The people are fatalists and say that when a 
man is taken by a tiger—it is his fate, and do nothing to save them- 
sdves from a similar doom. This tiger had killed a cow that very 
morning and dragged it into cover near a stream. The ground 
od bofji sides of the stream, as well as the stream itself, was very 
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boggy. Two of the elephants got badly bogged and had to be 
assisted out by others. Had there not been plenty of help avai¬ 
lable it is quite likely these two animals would have perished. 
Eventually all the elephants crossed the place, but four or five had 
to be left behind as they were quite exhausted. Here is another 
reason why this form of shikar is dangerous at times. 

It is not often that elephants fall, they are so careful and 
cautious, but once my wife and I were in great danger our ele¬ 
phant put her right fore fool into a deep hole in the ground. We 
were all thrown off. The mahout and I fell clear, but my wife 
when hurt her spine and even now, years later, feels the effect of 
that fall. She lay very close to the elephant, which was strug¬ 
gling to rise, and had I not pulled her away in time, she would 
have been crushed for, just as she got clear the elephant fell again, 
this time on its right side. A narrow escape indeed. Such 
accidents are fortunately rare for the sagacious beasts well know 
the danger of a fall. It was only after several attempts that 
our elephant was able to gain its footing on firm ground. 

Being certain that one of the tigers in this beat would be the 
man-eater the mahouts asked that there should be two or three 
howdah elephants with the beating line; so I and the two M’s 
iaid we would go across the stream. I made my way over with 
much difficulty, but M, Junior’s elephant got firmly bogged. When 
M. Senior saw thiL he called out in his humorous way, *1 have 
seen' what your elephant had to do to get across, and what I am 
seeing’, pointing to his brother’s elephant, ‘persuades me not to 
attempt it, for one elephant’, pointing to himself, ‘on top of another 
elephant would certainly become permanently bogged; so good luck 
to you 1 ’ and off he went to join the line of howdah elephants which 
were being led to a crossing further down. 

Following in single file along the bank of the stream, to a point 
beyond where the slain cow had been taken across into the long 
grass, the beating line turned left with myself on the left. It was 
very soon apparent that a tiger was before the line for several ele¬ 
phants were giving the usual signs. The tiger was not worried 
and carried on, as could be seen by the ‘hullee’, but after a while 
he began to move back and across and to grunt and growl to show 
his displeasure at being forced to move. The sounds he made 
did not indicate any intention to attack, but were merely warnings 
to the elephants not to tread on his tail!. Whenever the tiger 
came near me the mahout urged me to shoot, and even the head 
shikari, Phata, said I must kill the tiger or he would presently 
charge and get away after doing some damage. Such was the 
fear put into all these experienced men through the knowledge 
that a man-eater tiger was before them. As a matter of fact there 
was no more danger than from any other tiger with less evil re¬ 
putation. The mahouts were very nervous and their fears were 
being communicated to their mounts, so it was apparent that I 
ought to take an opportunity, if one presented, and not adhere to 
the rather strict convention that no tiger may be shot from the 
l^^ting line. . 



SOME REMINISCENCES OE SPORT IN ASSAM 113 ^ 

TIi€ elephants were closing on me in quarter moon formation, 
and after a time there was no movement to be seen as we were 
now in taller and more dense grass. Suddenly the tiger rushed 
from almost beneath my elephant but a little to the right. I could > 
not see him but the mahout from his position on the elephant^s 
neck was able to do so. Reaching back he placed his hand on 
mine clasping the howdah rail and directed attention to a place 
where the huge back of the royal beast was visible through the 
grass stems. The target was one I could not*^miss, and firing 
with the .280 the great beast pitched forward without a sound 
and rolled over on his right side. A number of mahouts called 
out to shoot again, and again, but I knew there was no heed as 
when a tiger falls in his tracks without an answer to the shot it 
is certain he is dead. However, I fired two shots to satisfy them. 
The line continued to advance but there were no more tigers, 
though two in an adjacent cover had not been too much disturbed 
and were later driven out and shot. One of them charged the 
Raj Kumar, who was favoured on this shoot with all the charges! 
He charged repeatedly and fought to the end, being at last killed 
by one of the other guns as he was pursuing the Raj Kumar’s 
retreating elephant. Had he caught up with it he would possibly 
have mounted behind and tried to get at the occupants of the 
howdah. 

The Maharajah of M. had returned to the shoot and I was dis¬ 
appointed at having had to kill the tiger which should properly 
have been driven to him. The Rajah of G. ruled that I had been 
quite right, and congratulated me on getting this fine beast which 
measured ten feet over the curves in spite of having a very short 
tail. He was a very heavy, powerful beast and in his prime, 
having no apparent excuse for his evil taste for human flesh. That 
he was the man-eater is certain, for when we visited the place 
the following year it was found that all killings had ceased from 
the day he was shot. When the howdah and other elephants 
assembled round the dead tiger both sportsmen and beater mahouts 
cheered me, the demonstration being started by the Rajah, which 
was nice of him. The spontaneous and genuine gratification at 
my success was so sincere that I shall ever remember it. After 
ten days we left the camp; fourteen tigers had been shot. Twice 
in previous years the total killed amounted to no less than thirty- 
two. The total for this year was 18 tigers* three bears, two buf¬ 
faloes. 

Mention has been made of six tigers killed Tn one hour. That 
is not very remarkable in heavy grass jungle when a number of 
elephants are used; but a well-known official named D., a very 
fine rifle shot, on one occasion killed five tigers in less than one 
hour all by himself oif a single pad elephant, and she untrained I 
This was not far from the town of Goalpara, and when he met 
^s at Dhubri and told us about it, he said that there were perhaps 
another ten tigers collected there and he had desisted from at- 
tmpti^ to kill more of the animals as the elephant was showing 
signs ctf Tright, and no wonder I It is probable that this unusual 
assemblage was on account of a love-making affair and D was 
« 
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fortunate not to have been attacked as in such dmlmstances male 
tigers are most aggressive. 

1 have seen the wild Mithun in Assam, alfo ^e seuii-tame 
mit^un. The latter are met with in the Lushai HiQs. There is 
a iKfference between the semi-tame and the wild Mithun in Assam*" 
I^mther of them are wild cattle like the Banting, or Tsine, of 
Burma. They are large, heavy animals. One day in the rainy 
season two of these beasts arrived at Dhubri and one was shot 
by Indians with-^2 bore spherical bullets: the other got away. 
The mithun that was shot had two horns growing from one side 
of its head and one on the other side. None of the three horns were 
rudimentary ones, but well developed horns as is clearly seen in a 
photograph that was taken. I bought this head and gave it to 
the Rajah of G who had it set up, and no doubt it is. on a wall 
in his palace to this day. 

Other strange animals used to come into Dhubri. Perhaps 
they were carried down by the floods of the Brahmapootra and 
unable to land before getting to Dhubri, from which the jungles 
are far away. A clou&d leopard was killed one year by Mr. K. 
the Pilot Superintendent of the river, with a shot gun. It was 
inside a drain, and much pleased was K when he found he had 
bagged such a rare and beautiful creature. 

Bears, 

I have been told by sportsmen, and have read the statement 
in many books, that a bear stands up to attack a man. J am 
talking about the sloth bear of India. One has to keep in mind 
that the same species may behave differently in various parts. 
What they do in Assam may be quite different to. what they do 
in the Central Provinces and other parts of India. 

In the Hill Districts of Assam, Naga Hills, Lushai Hills, Garo 
Hills, Mishmi Hills, Sadya Frontier Tracts, etc., I have spoken to 
many men who have been attacked by the sloth bear, and with¬ 
out exception all say that the bear does not stand up to attack, 
but rushes in, and after knocking the person down may attack 
the head and damage the scalp, but is just as likely to damage 
the thighs or whatever he can get hold of. 

.1 have met about .twenty cases, and they all told the same" 
stoiy of which the following is a typical example. An pid Lushai 
man with some others shot at and wounded a bear with spherical 
bullets from a shot gun. Next morning they followed up, and the 
gun missing fire, the bear rushed into Luma and knocked him 
down* Then, as Luma attempted to get up, the bear bit him in 
the back, as well, as the buttocks and also got hold of his right 
hand and bit off the thumb. Other Lushais then killed the h^st 
with a spear* 

I had once to give medical aid to a Survey Officer mauled by 
a sloth bear. He had been carried for about three days in an 
improvised bamboo titter by coolies and arrived about ten in the 
morning. He .was in a dreadful 'state and the smell.was.so great 
tjigt one could scared remain near the stretcher. We were at the 
Damra Inspection Bungalow so my wife at once prepared a bed; 
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aj^d ks I had practicaliy nothing with me to treat such a case 
aS I could do was to put permanganate poultices on the wounda 
to clean them up. After washing his person and dressing the 
wounds he was more comfortable and slept till the evening. 

It wasr learnt from him that he had a black cocker spaniel 
and when he saw a blade object coming towards him in the grass 
was not prepared to meet the rush of a bear which took place 
before he could do an3rthing with his gun. He was knocked over 
and the bear proceeded to bite his right thighs above the knee 
joint. He lost consciousness and on coming round shouted for the 
coolies who had all run away. The shouts brought the bear back 
and he was again attacked and put up his right arm to save his 
face. His arm was then badly mauled, also the left arm was bit¬ 
ten. He must have then again fainted, and on coming to his 
senses decided to make for a tree. As he got to the tree the bear 
again attacked, but passed along down the path and left him. 
He ran in the opposite direction and collapsed, the next recollec¬ 
tion being that he was in the stretcher: and so he journeyed for 
three days, being kept alive on milk obtained from the villages. 
He remembered that while on the ground another bear stood by 
without attacking: this of course was a cub. 

The wounds were neglected and serious. An injection of strep¬ 
tococcic serum was indicated but I had none with me. I drove 
the injured man 70 miles to Gauhati and from there sent him 
without delay to the Mission Hospital in Shillong. Later on 1 
heard from him that his leg and right arm, which had received 
the most serious wounds, were healed and as well as ever; but 
the left arm, which was slightly mauled, was paralyzed. 

Undoubtedly sloth bears are very dangerous animals and fre¬ 
quently attack without provocation, most of such cases being fe¬ 
males with cubs at foot. They are particularly tough brutes, and 
soft nose bullet from a powerful rifle should be used against them. 

Miscellaneous : 

In regard to wild animals in Assam almost anything is possible,, 
so when I met a young Mahomedan Assistant Surgeon at Fulbari, 
with a tale of a rogue elephant and a man-eating tiger, I quite be¬ 
lieved his story, though I afterwards verified it through a report 
to the Deputy Commissioner. He had been ordered to make a 
Kala-azar survey of the villages within reach of the road between 
Tura and Fulbari. On reaching the first Inspection Bungalow of 
the two whiA are on that length of road, he was told by the 
chowkidar. th# a rogue elephant had on the previous night demo¬ 
lished the Subordinate’s hut, so he decided to push on to the next 
Inspection Bungalow. .Arriving there at about three in the after¬ 
noon he vv^as informed by the chowkidar’s wife that her husband 
had been taught the previous night near his hut by a tiger which 
had killed and eaten him ! Some Garos of the neighbouring vil¬ 
lage had found the remains that very morning, so she was ready 
packed Up to go to her home. The young Sub-;Assistant Surgeon 
therefore went on to Fulbari, where I met him. He returned to 
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Tura, arriving there before I did, developed blackwater fever and 
di^ l>efore my arrival. The treatment of blackwater with' the 
leaves of Viiex. penduncularis was not then known. It was dri^ 
gfinally discovered by Santhals. At first a liquid extract was issued 
by Government but proved useless. Then the method which prov¬ 
ed successful, and may be deemed to be a specific, was adopted. 
This, was to make from the dried leaves a strong ‘tea’, which 
may be taken with milk and sugar, of which a total of about a 
•quart a day—usually three times a day—is given, but the total 
■of the quart not exceeded. (Vitex penduncularis is a tree of the 
Botanical Order Verbenaceae and of the genus vitex; about four¬ 
teen species of which occur in India. In Assam the vernacular 
name is Osai^ and in Santhal it is Mara kata, also Bkadut,) 

The Kala-azar Survey was eventually completed and a hospital 
buik near Tura. A village at a time was attended to, and in this 
way a large number of cures were effected with Dr. Brahmachari’s 
treatment, which is certainly a cure. It was at one time thought 
that the common bug was the carrier of the disease, but it could 
not be proved that it was so. It has now been definitely proved 
that the true carrier of the disease is the sand fly Phlehotomus 
arge^tipes. 

Doings at Dhuhri : 

Here js a true tale of a tiger and the Police at Dhubri. A 
tiger mauled a Police constable and was next day found in Uie 
compound of the Forest Officer, who was out of the Station. Mr. 
A. the Police Superintendent, ordered buckshot ammunition to be 
issued to the men. The tiger was seen in some bushes which 
ran along one side of the house and the Police (pened fire. Mean¬ 
time Mr. C. of my Service got on the roof of the bungalow and 
from the top verandah killed the tiger with one shot in the head. 
When the tiger was examined it was found that not one single 
buckshot had struck the animal I The only wound ws^s Mr. C.’s 
bullet in the head. Mr. C. let the Police have the skin and it is 
perhaps still to be seen at the 'Dhubri Police Station. Mr. D., 
the Inspector-General of Police, was often ragged about this affair 
and^asked how he was'going to account for some seventy rounds 
of buckshot j 

Here is another story concerning the Police. It k\so is a 
Dhubri tale—the tale of a Missionary’s claim for a tiger skin* 
All officials were out of the Station on tour when some men re¬ 
port^ to old A.M., Local Superintendent of Police, that a tiger 
was lying in the doorway of a cow-shed so that the cattle could 
not get out nor could, the herdsmen approach. The old Officer 
took no interest in shooting but possessed a .405 Winchester rifle 
and a shot gun; and as there was no one else to destroy the 
tiger he donsi<^ere(J it his duty to do so. Taking with him his 
weapons and a jPolice orderly he started off, passing the house of 
a Missionary on his way. The Missionary, learning what was 
afoot, also took a rifle and they went together to the village. 
Men pointed out the shed some seventy yards away and Padre B. 
said he could see the tiger so got on the roof of a hut. Old 
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I^ahot^ed said, it was too far and he would go closer to investi¬ 
gate, as. all good Police officers do, and got within nine feet of 
the tiger which he could see the other side of a grass and mud 
wall«of a broken down hut. He returned to the Padre and told 
him to come closer to the place where the animal was plainly 
visible. ‘No’ said the reluctant Parson, ‘this is a better placed 
So the old man returned to the nine foot! stance to find his order¬ 
ly with the shot gun had disappeared. Just as Mahomed was con¬ 
sidering how best to poke his rifle barrel through the flimsy wall 
the Padre fired a shot which whizzed oyer his head I The tiger 
now began to take notice so, as the old man afterwards related, 
he thought it time to act. Pushing his rifle barrel through he got 
a* sight on the tiger’s back and pulled the trigger. ‘Then’, said 
Mahomed^ ‘there was an earthquake, and the wounded brute flew 
round and round scattering bits of wall and shed in all directions. 

I found the tiger looking daggers at me so pointed the rifle at 
his head and this time he fell dead.’ A bullock cart was pro¬ 
cured and the tiger was being taken to Dhubri when the valiant 
Padre claimed the tiger as his property ! Just then the Deputy 
Commissioner returned from tour, and after hearing all the story 
and examining the tiger asked M. why he was giving up claim 
to the skin as, though the Padre said he could not have mis^d at 
seventy yards, it was impossible for the bullet fired from the top 
of the shed to have entered near the tall and traversed to the 
chest, and no other bullet hit the animal except those fired by M, 
‘Tell him the skin is yours.’ The Padre was very angry and in¬ 
sisted he had hit the tiger and the skin should be his. At a tea 
party a few days later the Padre challenged old M to a shooting 
match saying that whichever of them made the best score should 
have it. ‘Yes’, said the brave old officer, ‘we will shoot for it, and 
thf range shall be nine feet and not .seventy yards* ! No doubt this 
answer had been suggested to him. Every one was very indignant 
that the Padre fired a shot from so far when M. was so close to* 
the tiger, as it was a dreadful thing to have done and might have 
cost old M his life. 

S., who was ^with me when we shot a big buffalo, met with a 
sad end. He was then Forest Officer of the Goalpara District and 
in qamp at Kochugaon. We knew him very well, and he had 
toured with us in the Garo Hills on many occasions. The tele¬ 
gram asked for urgent help so de C. and I set out in the Tin Lizzie 
to drive the "fifty miles over bad roads and tjirough forest. When 
I reached S. I was shocked to find he could nol move, and after 
hearing what had happened soon discovered he had no sensation 
from the feet upwards to a point inches above the nipple line. 
This meant a high-up fracture, or dislocation, or both, of the 
spine, and also meant death. He was taken to the General Hospital,. 
Calcutta; accompanied by his wife who left behind her Ayah and 
two babies. The younger of the children, then about six months 
old, is now an Officer in the Royal Navy. 

S.. had built several narrow fe'auge timber extraction line brid¬ 
ges over i*avines, and returning over one of these the trolley wheels^ 
struck the* obstmcioti ttaifisted by one rail overlapping another by 
a quarter of an inch, the refialt being that the trolley overturned 
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intio the ravine. Mr. J.* also on the trolley, fell first and S. on top 
of him and the trolley on S. So it would sefem that the spine 
was fractured by the trolley as it descended. This would account 
fbr the double injury—the fracture and the dislocation. 

A Panther Story : 

On the Tura-Fulbari road there was an Inspection Bungfalow, 
I have forgotten the name of it, the chokidar of which was killed 
and taken away by a tiger. For long aftet this,occurrence it’was 
said by the Garos living in those parts that a black tiger was kill¬ 
ing people within a radius of twenty miles. It was probably a 
black panther. I have read in several books that black tigers exist 
in India, but never has the authentic death of one been recorded; 
SQ the question remains, Ts there any such thing as a black 
tiger?’ Whatever the correct answer, the Garo Hills ’Black tiger’ 
was never bagged. I have not come across any explanation as 
to why there should not be black tigers as well as black panthers 
which are quite common where there are dense and damp jungles 
inhabited also by tigers. 

Well, 1 went to this bungalow in connexion with Kala-axar. 
We arrived about tea time, and after tea I was talking to the 
Inspector of Vaccination outside the bungalow near some fairly 
heavy jungle, for the place is in the midst of forests. Suddenly 
a squirrel started to make a noise. We looked at one another 
for there is, always a cause for bird and animal noises in 'the 
forest, and both of us knew that this meant the vicinity of either 
df tiger or a panthei. I had just said we had better be getting 
iliside when there was a rush towards us, and the animal came 
right to the edge pf the cover. I caught hold of the Inspector to 
prevent his running, and we backed until we reached the bungalow 
steps—then we ran ! I seized my .475 rifle and fired ^a shot in 
Erection of the rush. As there was a large hole in the wall, near 
to head of my bed it would have been foolish to sleep there, so 
I explored the Subordinates’ Quarters and found a safe room to 
•contain myself and all my staff and servants. It was rather a 
crush but had to be endured. Next morning it was found by the 
tracks that a panther had jumped a small stream and then made 
his rush. It was before he jumped the stream the squirrel had 
chattered at him. 

When I related ‘ all this, later on to G. he ruled .that it was* 
only to get us out of the way that the panther had made his de^- 
monstration, his real objective being my pony tethered to a stake 
in the clearing to right of the bungalow. However that may be 
I still claim that it was a man-eating panther which contemplated 
making a meal of me! 


(To he continued) 



FIELD NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF THE ANAMALAI 
HILLS (COCHIN). 

. BV 

C. R. Stonor. 

The observations Upon which this paper is based were made in 
the cfvergreen and deciduous forests of the north area of the Ana- 
m^ai HillS) where these hills merge into the Nelliampathy Range, 
at an altitude of 1,500 to 2,000 ft., and between February 12th and 
March nth, 1944. 

That these notes are but fragmentary I am only too well aware; 
however, the very fact that it was possible within the space of a 
month to make observations hitherto unrecorded or at least unem¬ 
phasised on the distribution, ecology, and natural history in gen¬ 
eral of a number of the wonderful jungle birds of South India, 
is in itself evidence of the vast and almost untouched field still 
lying fallow for the naturalist in this country. Certain features 
struck me as particularly noteworthy, and as crying out for scien¬ 
tific investigation; of these I give a few concrete examples:— 

I was especially struck -during my tour by the extraordinary 
social habits of so many of the Timalidae —^the Babblers and Laugh¬ 
ing Thrushes—birds which seem to have abandoned all individua¬ 
lity, and to have evolved a * social system’ wherein each and every 
member of a flock exists only as a minor unit within the group, 
to an extent far surpassing any other family of the Passerine birds. 

Again, the discontinuous! and ^patchy’ distribution within a 
small area of forest shown by so many bulbuls is an ecological 
problem which would richly repay study, but which remains up 
to date quite unexplained. 

To come down to a particular species; to know however slightly 
the Great Hornbill {Dichoceros)^ls to give it a unique niche in the 
community of jungle birds—yet we can pretend to no more than 
the most sketchy knowledge of any part of its ordinary everyday 
life. 

Turning lastly to Courtship, Display, and the whole cycle of 
breeding activities, the strange trios which are such a feature of 
the Drongos arc unexplained, the courtships of the Hoopoe, the 
Grey Hornbill, the Fairy Blue Bird, the Stork-billed Kingfisher, 
the whole family of the Pittas, the Barbets, and the Bee-eaters, 
remain totally unknown. 

We know today the main details of the geographical distri^ 
bution of the majority of Indian birds; we know the colour and 
number of their eggs, and the structure of their nest; but as for 
their Ecok^, Breeding Biology, and Field Natural History in 
general, not only does plenty remain to be done, but not even the 
cream has been skimmed off. 

AH references to SAlim Ali refer to the ‘Ornithology ‘of Travan- 
core anA Cochin’ by that author, published in the Journal of the 
Bombay NatumJ tiisiofy Society^ Vds. vii-ix (1935-7). 
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, 1 am also indebted to Mr, Sdlim Ali who has foimd time ia 
the course of his tireless and relentless wresting of ecoJc^ical in* 
formation from Indian birds to edit these notes, ^ 

Finally, I am glad to record that the havoc said to be wrought 
by the aboriginal Kadar tribe on the avifauna of the hills, is cer¬ 
tainly not true of the northern area, where their supine indolence 
is such that not even substantial remuneration could persuade them 
to help me look for nests. 

LIST OF BIRDS 

(XoMKNCLATt'RE \CCORDING TO ‘THE ORNITHOLOGY OF TrAVANCORE AND 

Cochin'). 

PASSERES 

Corv'tts imcrorhysclioi calniiiatHS. The Southern Jungle Crow. 

One at Parambikolam; the local forester was surprised when I pointed 
it out to him, and informed me that Crows arr particularly unknown in this 
area. 

Bcsdrocltta leacofastra. Southern Tree-Pie. 

Very common in evergreen forest; but I never saw it in deciduous. The 
birds were alw’ays in pairs and rather tame—presumably breeding had not 
begun. They were - extremely silent and although I watched many pairs, I 
never heard the call-note. They habitually "came down to feed on Lantma 
berries. This pestilential plant is definitely become an important factor in the 
distribution of all fruit-enting birds. 

QamiltX dSlMlcrtf, The Wynaad Laughing Thrush. 

I saw several parties, of from ten to thirty birds sneaking through the 
undergrowth in typical Babbler style. One party was in , purely deciduous 
forest. . They kept up a continuous low muttering, but even when I pur¬ 
posely alarmed them, did not break into tlie squeaks and gabbling customary 
in this family. I heard one call-note similar to the throaty •chirp' of a 
fledgling of the true Thrushes. 

TnrMflet fwarvillel OMlaNriciif* Malabar Jungle Babbler. 

Very common in deciduous and mixe^ jungle only. I was watching a flock 
feeding one morning, when for no apparent reason one member fluffed out its 
plumage and shrieked and jabbered at the top of its raucous voice. In an in¬ 
stant every other member of the flock had stopped feeding and dashed to the 
spot, muttering aiid squawking^. The originator of the disturbance quieted down, 
and the whole party moved off in another direction as if nothing had happened. 

PWMiMrtflHS iMtfflIifMi trRVMCir itisis. Southern Scimitar Babbler. 

Only once seen; a single bird in evergreen forest: apparently not very com¬ 
mon jn the'area. 

iCfitiiM OpifftlBalticolor, Ceylon lora. 

On March 7th, I saw the beautiful aerial' display so well described by 
Hugh Whistler (Popular Handbook of Indian Birds, jrd edition, p, 61); during 
the spiral descent with fluffed-out plumage, only the black and white colours 
seem to; be used, and the yellow underparts are not at all obvious. It does not 
seem quite definite as to whether the display is aggressive or designed for the 
female. At the time when I saw it, there was a female nearby^ but there was 
also another mate In the same tree. 

Cfrtflrofiii anffI tm tawlarifl. Golden-fronted Chlorqisis. 

Fairly coitimon, especially in mixed forest, and usually in pairs. ' . 
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IMfUtM Mftr Mlw. Red'vented Bulbul. 

i found it only In one very restricted area at Parambikotam where I loca¬ 
ted a nest' with three eggs on March 5th. Sdlim Ali also recorded it as 
curiously uncommon in me hills. It was entirely absent at Kuriakutty in 
Identical country only eight miles away. 

I found bulbuls in general to be extremely patchy in their distribution; 
a species would be very plentiful in one area and apparently absent a few 
miles a^ay; the ecology of this would be a very interesting study. 

OtoCMpia iocoaa faidcaildata. Southern Red-whiskered Bulbul. 

Very common throughout the area—^the only bulbul with continuous distri- 
bution. 

• Ide ictefica. Yellow-browed Bulbul. 

Common to abundance in a strictly limited area of evergreen and mixed 
forest at Kuriakutty. Mainly in pairs (up to Feb. 2otb.) and breeding had 
apparently not begun. 

f^yOMWtaf gularls. Ruby-throated Bulbul. 

/ This very t>eautiful bulbul was abundant at Kuvall4. especially in the 
Lantana bushes, but was scarce elsewhere: it seemed rather to replace lole and 
vice-versa. The white eye stands out very clearly in the field. 

Copiycbttt Mfliarit CeyloacotU. Magpie-Robin. 

The Magpie-Robin was fairly common in most places. 1 found it one of 
the shyest of birds, diving into undergrowth on the slightest alarm—a com¬ 
plete contrasi to its behaviour in p<ipulated areas on the plains. 

QeokiChfa dtriM cyaantvs* White-throated (Ground Thrush. 

Sparsely distributed throughout the area. Always solitary, and %vith a f(md* 
ness for the recesses of the bamboo clumps. 

IHycglNIimt IwrfficMh Malabar Whistling Thrush. 

Its school-boy whistle was all-pervading. Not only was it first up in the 
morning, but , I often saw it feeding on the edge of clearings when almost 
dark in the evening. Always solitary. . , 

Ochramla alfrivirfa, - Black-and-Orange Flycatcher. 

Like Sdlim Ali I failed to find it, although 1 looked for it particularly. 

piradiiei ptr«g|sll. Paradise Flycatcher. 

Common everywhere, and nearly always alone. Even allowing for the 
greater conspicuousness of white-plumaged birds; 1 found adult males very much 
commoner than brown-plumaged birds. One of the few' brown birds I saw 
was in a curious phase of plumage; entirely brown with the tail streamers 
fully developed and pure white. 1 saw one adult male taking insects off the 
•uriace of a pool-dancing over the water, and splashipg His tail-streamers 
every time he swooped to take his prey. 

« 

IWtottCetef fiftimnens. Orange Minivet. 

Common everywhere; and mainly in pairs or small parties up to Maitdi 
toth. 

t4lUlge sykesl. Black-headed Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Only inet with at Parambikolam, in deciduous forest, where it was in 
small, sil^t parries. I didi not meet with Graucalut (a bird I know well in 

Assam)^ 
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Grey Droogo. 

1 have only one or two doubtful identifications. 1 mention this since Sdlim 
Ali describes it as *replaciiig* the Black Drotlgo in hills and wooded areas. 

iBmpth BUM miMymmIt, Southern Bronred Drongo. 

Very abundant everywhere and in all types of forest. I saw a bird on 
a nest on February 29th, and another chasing its much larger Kacket-tailed 
relative. 0 

Dtsssoionis paradiseus aialaliaricas. Malabar Large Kacket*tailed Drongo. 

This bird, always, a joy to bee, was abundant throughout evergreen forest 
and not unknown in deciduous, llhey were largely in small parties up to 
about the end of February, but by March toth were mainly broken up into 
pairs. The curious trios which ont‘ so' often sees among drongos of all spe¬ 
cies were a feature of the Racket-tail; it would be interesting to know some¬ 
thing of their significance. 

One evening I watched a mixed party of this and the Bronzed Drongo 
hawking winged termites. The Bronzed species circled round in horizontal 
flights while the Racket-tailed preferred a more vertical swooping and div¬ 
ing. 1 was quite unsuccessful in efforts to see how the tail rackets are 

used in display; but since the spf^cies is easy to observe, it Is to be hoped that 

someone will take up the subject. 

Irena piielUi paella. Fahy Blue-biid. 

Among the commonest birds; they came down every afternoon from the 
high trees in noisy twittering parties, swarming through the Lantana bushes, 
the berries of which they have a great fondness for. During February they 
were in flocks, but by Merch were breaking up into pairs. While they were 

in parties, the males were much more in evidence than the females—not 

only from their brighter colouring—^$0 that it is possible the two sexes may 
ha^ slightly different habitats outside the breeding season. Also not uncom¬ 
mon in mixed forest and just extending into the edges of the deciduous 
zone. 

A male Fairy Blue-bird feeding among the brilliant scarlet blossoms of 
an Erythrina tree is of all bird scenes in the jungle *the loveliest and the 
best.* 

OriofalS ortolof kWMloo. Indian Oriole. 

Abundant throughout the area and in all types of forest; always single 
or in pairs. 

QntCttia rcUglOfa laillca. Southern Crackle. 

Perhaps the commotnest bird in the ari’a; they were in flocks up to the 
early days of March, when they were definitely breaking up into patrs. 

MttaelRa OHMimspatMiis. Large Pied Wagtail 

Only at Parambikolam and Kuriakutty. A bird carrying nesting materia] 
on March yth. 

ntti hmeliyttra. Indian Pitta. 

Very scarce; I found the long dead remains of one bird*at Kuvalld, and 
«ay one at Parambikolam, thirty miles away on March ist. 

CORACmORMES 

Mocfiipkai ftviiflli Mfffltsil* Malabar Great Black Woodpecker. 

Sifim Ali iteaei'lbea this species as confined to evergreen forest; but 1 also 
saw It in decidtams at Parsmbikolafru The call was a loud musical *Clawk*^a 
cal) not typical of the woodpeckers. 
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XiMifcftiilWi wrtirkmiitta ttwiifcgrica. Crimson^throated Barbei* 

A barbet ol thia genua was very comm<»i in evergreen forest; 1 was only able 
to get near one or two, and identiged them as this species. I had been studying 
the Coppersmith (iC* 'haenwcephala) only a few days before coming up to 
the hills, and the call of the forest birds at once struck me as quite distinct 
in that it was more hurried, as if the producer was arizious to get it finished, 
and also had less of the metallic ^clang’ of the Coppersmith. 1 am strongly 
of the opinion that most if not all the Xantholaema barbets of the area belong 
to the Crimson-throated species. 

Mlmcoccyz varlai. Common Hawk-Cuckoo. 

Sdlim AU consiik'rs it as rather uncommon above x,ooo ,ft., and I fully 
endorse his opinion; I did not meet it at all in evergreen fotW, and heard it 
occasionally by night in rather open areas near Parambikolam. 

CcstraiHiS slmifis parrotl. Southern Crow-Pheasant. 

This |)eculiar furtive bird was common everywhere. To see it on a ‘pro¬ 
longed’ fiight-crossing a short stretch of open water with its big tail spread, 
and the little wings only just buoying it up, has a touch of the prehistoric 
about it, and gives a very fair idea the flight of the fossil Archaeopteryx. 
It would be interesting to know if it is a weak flyer for anatomical reasons, 
or if a case of ‘letting I dare not wait upon'" 1 would’. 

Mttaoila calMMdes. Blue-wiitged Parrot. 

Common to abundance, especially in evergreen forest, but also in mixed 
and deciduous biotope. I think they were breeding in deciduous forest at 
Parambikolam. They habitually came down to feed on the Lantana bushes 
in close pr<iximity to the Blossom-head (P. cyanocephala) but the two species 
never mixcxi, either in the bushes or when put to flight. 

Ptiitacttla cyanocephala. Blossom-headed Parrot. 

Common in mixed and deciduous forest, especially at Kuriakutty, where 
.Sdlim AU does not seem to have met with it. . 

f 

Cerociaa heaghafeoiit ladka. South Indian Roller. 

1 often sdw solitary birds, keeping well to the tree-tops in deciduous forest. 
They were quite silent, and never displayed. In most parts of South India 
breeding is in full swing by this time; and I am of the opinion that these 
were either non-breeding birds, or winter visitors from another part of the 
country. * 

CaryataiMS drieatalti. Broad-billed Roller. 

This interesting Roller was cohnmon throughout the area, in all types of 
forest with an apparent preference for the mixed zone • and invariably in 
pairs. They kept to the edges of clearings, or along the* river bed, in high, 
open trees, and in my experience never came near the ground. 

One evening I tvatched a pair hawking a swarm of winged ants in com^ 
pany Vith a party of Crackles, the Rollers flying round and round in a large 
circle, twisting and turning in a Nightjar-like flight, and never moving out 
^ the same small clearipg. 

’Silim AU refers to its making sallies after winged insects, and I never 
saw. it feeding on the ground like Coracias; so that it seems probable it 
takes all its food on the wing-~^or which its broad mouth, apparent even in 
flight, is well adapted. 

It is interesting, especially in view of its very different appearance from 
the Blue Roller, that it has precisely the same series of calls as that species; 
the same har^ scream on the wing^ and the same ‘chark-chark’ greeting 
nail. All Its calls are, however, on a higher and sharper note. I saw no 
display of any kind, al^oufl^ they were so closely paired off. When seen 
irpm below, the Broad-hilled Roller has a veiy characteristic silhouette; its 
bndad head, and relatively long neck jut out rather sharply in front of the 
the light whtg fMtch, and the orange bill also stand out clearly in 
the laid. 
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iVlei^lMClmillttlteSCheaiilliti. Chestnut-headed Be0-£ater. 

Thtf' fine Chestnut-headed Bee-Eater was quite common along open tracts 
thro^hout the area; always near water. They were soUtary, in pairs« or 
small parties, and very silent. I saw no display or eiddence ' of . breeding. 
The chestnut head is not always obvious, but the creamy foufi gorget, and 
sea-green of the lower back are good recognition characters. 

I saw a bird of this species on March 21st in the centre of the town of 
Emakulam—a strange locality for a forest bird. Perhaps on migration? 

Alcedi atthis taprabaoa. Ceylon Common Kingfisher. 

Sdlim Ali and others describe the Common Kingfisher as uncomnton in 
the hills. It was however quite plentiful on the streams and riverbed. I 
did not meet with the Pied Kingfisher (Ceryle), 

Ranphalcyan capeiuls. Stork-billed Kingfisher. 

The massive Stork-bill was present in pleasing abundance along the river¬ 
beds. It has a penchant for fiying straight through the fringing bamboos 
and small trees by the rivers—which it does with uncommon skill. Solitary 
or ' in widely separated pairs. In addition to its faf carrying, and raucous 
laughter, I heard a completely different call—a loud, musical and rather mourn¬ 
ful double note, perhaps a breeding call? 

Dicboceros bkmii. Great Indian Hornhill. 

1 put its density at roughly 1.5 pairs per square mile. The bt:eedin|i<season 
seemed to be )ust beginning, as I saw about equal numbers of pairs and 
solitary birds. I do not agree with SAlim AH’s suggestion that they suffer 
from the depredations of the Kadar tribe who relish the ‘squabs*—1 was 
unable to persuade them to help me look for tv nest In spite of an offer of 
Rs. 10 for each nest located. 

A very large male which was unfortunately shot for my benefit, was e.x- 
tremely fat and had the stomach crammed with small yellow figs. A solitary 
bird came three nights running to roo.st In deciduous forest at Kuriakutty, 
ahd seined to be unmated. 

It is hoped to publish a separate account of the natural history of this 
magnificent bird. 

Ilj|^ 4 rtcibip COPMala. Malabar Pied Hornbill. 

Not very common. I watched \a pair on the bare branches of a giant 
Bonibax tree shortly after dawn on February 17th. The male was caressing 
the female, preening her neck, and every now and .again hopping over her 
back to' repeat the operation from the other .side.^ She was pasidvely sub¬ 
missive, and after a few minutes it culminattnl' in pairing, following which 
the two fiew off. They were both silent. 

It is interesting to note that when a pair of the nearly allied African genus 
Bycanistes attempted to breed at the London Zoo in 1936, the same caressing 
of the female and jumping over her on the part of the male was' the only 
courtship 1 saw. 

Ton^ttl ffiffens* Malabar Grey Hornbill. 

Very common in all types of forest: sometimes feeding on iMntana berries. 
Almost always in pairs up to March 10th. 

U|«pi dflapi oyleaaiflt. Ceylon Hoopoe. 

In deciduous forest only, where they were common; always solitary. From 
the general dbmeatiour and since 1 never saw one carrying food, I do not 
think they were breeding, although this is the normal breeding season on 
the plains in South India. So possibly these birds were winter visitors. I 
had been watching the northern race in the Central Provinces some weeks 
previously, and found the richer colouring of ceylonemis very marked. 'Hie 
sight of a Hoopoe with its crest elevated and glowing orange from the even¬ 
ing sun shining though it makes its place in solar mythology abundantly 
clear. 
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Hiipeto litcliitt Malabar Trogon. 

Not uncommon in deciiduous forest. Fairly tame» and at once recognisable, 
when the colours cannot be seen, by its short ^flits* from tree to tree. Most 
were in female plumage. 

»i 

dNMten glfanteaf ludlcgi. Brown>throated Spinetail. 

A small Hock of this splendid Swift was always to be seen at Kuriakutty. 
The speed and dash of a party ‘balling* in the late afternoon when they regu¬ 
larly hurtled down almost to ground level, was literally frightening. 

Hemlprecae eorimati. Indian Crested Swift. 

Only once seen; a small, noisy party in deciduous forest. In spite of its 
much emphasised resemblance to a Swallow, the long sickle curve of the 
wings at once proclaims its affinities in flight. 

Lyoceriils ucretif bourdlilesi. Bourdiikai's Great Eared Nightjar. 

A very large Nightjar, both actuallv, and relative to others on the wing 
at the same time, regularly hawked over opjpn ground at Kuriakutty. Its 
flight was the same as of the small spt*ci<*s. 


ACCiprrRES 

. Ictlflcltas walayaitls pari!gtr. Indian Black Eagle. 

Common, and often flying- through the lower branches of the trees in pairs; 
possibly a courtship flight. 

Ichtliyopbtfa icIitlQ^ietit. Grey-headed Fishing Eagle 
A single bird soaring over the forest on February 26th. 


STEGANAPODES. 

Aohlttga melaiaiMter. Indian Darter. 

Fairly common on the river in all areas. 


HERIDIONES 

Uptofltilot lavasicas. Lesser Adjutant. 

A single bird on February 13th in a statuesque attitude on top ^of a very 
high dead tree in the foothills inintediately East of Chalakudy. 

Dnpetar llavkotlls. Black Bittern. 

On March 3rd I came across a Black Bittern crouched by the side of a 
small open stream at Parambikolam. It remained flat on the ground until 
I was almost on top of it, when it darted away to cover, 

Duturlies itrlatat Javulcfis. Indian Little Green Bittern. 

A small heron, almost certainly this species was uncommon on the larger 
streams. They were always solitary, and usually flew up into a tree when 
disturbed. 



THE FRESH WATER FISH AND FISHERIES OF 
AHMEDABAD. 


BY 

S. B. SeTNA, M.SC., F.R.M.S., PH.D.. (CRDtab), 

Director of Fisheries, Bombay, 

AND 

C. V. Kulkarni, b.a. (Hons.), m.sc., ph.d. 

Superintendent of Fisheries {Inland), 

{With a map) 

The richness of the fresh water fisheries of Ahmedabad district 
is not generally known, and was brought to light only recently 
after a survey of some of the sheets of fresh water there. Of all 
the districts in the Province of Bombay, Ahmedabad seems to be 
singularly fortunate in the availability of fresh water fish practically 
throughout the year. Its ponds and reservoirs are said to cover 
an area of more than 13,946 acres. The rivers and tanks in this 
area do not dry up to the same extent as in other parts of the pro*, 
vince owing to the dams and canals in the upper reaches which 
regulate the supply of water. This probably accounts for the fairly 
even distribution of fish. 

One reason that may explain the conservation of fresh water 
fish in the Ahmedabad district is the existence ol restrictions pro> 
hibiting the catching of fish in several tanks. These restrictions 
are due in no small measure to the religious tenets of the Jains, 
which prohibit them from taking life. Their influence is also res¬ 
ponsible for restriction on fishing even in such sheets of water as 
are not controlled by them. Besides the existence of tanks and 
ponds, another source of fish is the river Sabarmati on which is 
situated the city of Ahmedabad. The Sabarmati flows almost 
throughout the year, though in the hot weather it is little more than 
a stream. 

Sources of Supply .— 

Besides the Sabarmati, other sources for the supply of fish are 
the Rodh river across the Ahmedabad—Dhanduka road, and the 
Khari, Vatrak and Meshwa rivers on the eastern side. The cat- 
' ches in the rivers are, however, not large, and even if to these were 
to be ^dded the catches in the Sabarmati, the total quantity would 
'^hardly be sufficient to meet the entire demand in Ahmedabad. 
Measures to increase the existing supplies will gradually become 
more imperative in view of the steadily growing population of the 
city, consequent on its industrial expansion, specially the increase 
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in the number of j:eKtile mills. The present dilhcuities in regard 
to supplies are at present no doubt eased to some extent by imports 
from Prantij, Mehmedabad, DholHa, Sanand and Varaval, at sAi 
of which places fairly satisfactory catches are made. Prantij, 41 
miles from Ahmedabad, is the site of the well known Bokh reser¬ 
voir, which is considered to be a rich area for fishing, the catches 
being usually despatched by rail. Mehmedabad is situated along 
the river Vatrak, a tribuatary of the Sabarmati which it joins below 
Ahmedabad. Good fish is also available in pools in the Vatrak 
formed near the vittages of Barapada, Atarsumbha, Ghodasar etc. 

Veraval has long t^n noted for the richness of its marine fishes. 
The fishing season here is briskest in October and November, and 
small quantities are usually despatched to Ahmedabad, where there 
is always a r^s^y market for fish. Import of fish from Veraval 
has considerablySleclined, however, of late owing to the curtail¬ 
ment of train services^''"Marine fish from Bombay and Bassetn, 
therefore, find their way to this market only during the season. 
Ahmedabad is also occasionally ser\^ed by supplies from Cambay 
which is situated on the sea. 

Quantity and Variety of Fish .— 

No r^ular statistics are available of the quantity of fish sold 
in Ahmedabad. This defect could easily be overcome as Ahmeda¬ 
bad has only one market for the sale of fish and the entire quantity 
obtained from various sources is sold there, apart from insignifi¬ 
cant amounts peddled by hawkers. Inquiries in the market show 
that the present sales of fish average only about 10 and 50 maunds 
(daily during the slack and brisk seasons respectively). The sales 
might have been larger but for the comparatively high price at 
which fish is sold in Ahmedabad. 

The variety of fish found in the Ahmedabad district is large, 
specially when one bears in mind that the rivers are not deep or 
long. Observations show that the medium sized fresh water fishes 
Cirrhina mrigala (Nagari) and Barbus (Tor) Mussullah (Bhasera) 
appeared to be most common. Next in order of abundance was 
Labeo fimbriatus (Bhilaji). Then followed Labeo rohita (Rohu), 
Wallagonia attu (Pahadi), Ophicephalus (Marrel), Mystus seen- 
ghala and Catla catla (Bavoos). There are, besides, other small 
fishes which are in equally good demand. A welcome variety 
from these fishes is provided by a large range of fresh water prawns 
(Palaemon sp.). These are available almost throughout the year 
and in specially fair abundance during the cold season. They grow 
to a large size. 

A list of the fishes found in Ahmedabad, was published by 
Mr. H. G. Acharya in the Bombay Natural History Society*s Jour* 
nal, Vol. 40, p. 765. His list recorded 25 species, but the number 
falls far b^w the number contained in a list prepared by us. We 
have identified 46 different species.* These were collected at diffe- 


^ Labeo potail (Sykes), Cirrhina cirrhosa (Bloch.), and Barbus arulius 
0jerdoti) incliided in Acharya^s list have, however, not been nfet with by us. 
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rent times of the year, and the list might not yet be fully complete, 
as there may be other small fishes which we miglit not have come 
across. The list of the fishes found by us is given below with 
both scientific and local vernacular names.«^ 


List of FisHbh of Ahmedabad. 

Scientific name. Local name. 

Order ;--^ISOSPONDVLl. 

Family :—notoptkridaii. 

1. Notopterus nolopterus (Pallas). ... ... Patre, Patra. 

Order OSTARIOPHYSI. 

Sub-order :—siuoRoiDhi. 

Family :—Heterofnkustidae. 

2. HeteropneusteUs fossilis (Bloch.). ... ... Shingi. 

Family :—Siluridae. 

3. Callichrous bimaculatus (Bloch.). ... ... Tamolana, Go* 

ongawaree. 

4. Wallagonia attu (Bloch.). ... ... Pahadi, Padin. 

Family;—S chilbeidae. 

5. Clupisoma garua (Ham.). ... ... Goongawaree. 

Family :—Bagridae. 

6. My^tus cavasius (Ham.). ... ... ... Katiya. 

7. Mystus seenghala (Sykes). ... ... ... Shingala. 

Sub-order :—Cyprinoide\. 

Family:—CypRiNiOAk. 

Sub-family :—Abramadinae. 

8. Chela clupeoides (Bloch). ... ... ... Chilli, Chal or 

Chaliya. 

9. Chela phulo (Ham.). ... ... ... do 

10. Laubuca laubuca (Ham.). ... ... Munaya. 

Sub-family:—R asborinab. 

11. Barilius bendelisis (Ham.). ... ... ... Murakhi. 

12. Danio devario (Ham.). ... ... ... Mclwa. 

13. Rasti^ra daniconius (Ham.). ... ... ... Munava. 

14. Esomus danrica (Ham.). ... ... ... Rajna. 

Sub-family:—C yprininae. 

15. Amblypharyngodon mola (Ham.)- 

ib. Barbus (Tor) khudree Sykes, ... ... Bhasira, Kud- 


na. 

17. Barbus (Tor) Mussullah Sykes. ... ... Bhasera Kuda- 

na. 

18. Barbus (Puntius) sarana (Ham.). 

18a. Barbus (Puntius) chrysopoma (C 4. V). Daraii. 

19. Barbus (Puntius) ticto (Ham.). ... ... Dhebari. 

20. Barbus (Puntius) sophore (Ham.). ... ... Dhebari. 

2t. Barbus (Puntius) arenatus (Day). ... ... Dhebari. 

22. Barbus (Puntius) vittatus (Day). ... ... Dhebari. 

23. Labeo ariza (Ham.). 

24. Labeo rohita (Ham.). ... ... ... Robu. 

25. I..abeo calbasu (Ham.). ... ... ... KanshI, Kala- 

vat, Kalot. 

TtS. Labeo fknbriatus (Bloch.). ... ... ... Bhilaji. 

27. Labeo dussumieri (C -f V.). ... ... Kursa. 

28. Labeo boggut (Sykes). ... ... ... 

ju. Labeo angra (Ham.). ... ... ... Fattarchatu, Go- 

lacbl or Goheri. 
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Scientific mtme. 

30. Cirrhina inrigala (Ham.) 

31. Cirrhina reba (Ham.). 

32. Cirrhina latia Day. 

33. Rohtee cotio (Ham.). 

34. Catla catla (Ham.)^ 

Family:—C obitidaB. 

33. Lepidocephala thermalis (C. V.). 

36. Neniachllus botius (Ham.), ... 

OrderSYNENTOGNATHI. 

Sub-order:—S combresocoidea. 

Family Xenentodontidae or Beuosidae. 

37. Xenentodon concila (Ham.) 

Order :—Microcvprini (Cyprinodontes). 

Sub-order :—^I^oecilioidea. 

FamilyC yprinodontioae. 

Sub-family ;—Fundulinab. 

38. Aplochilus blockii Arnold ... 

(rs Panchax parvus S. Raj 1916). 

OrderPERCOMORPHI. 

Sub-order:—P ercoidea. 

Family :—Ambassidae. 

39. Ambassis nama (Ham.) 

40. Ambassis ranga (Ham.). 

Sub-order :—Gobioidea. * 

Family:— Gobiidae. 

41. Glossogobius giurts (Ham.). 

Sub-orderO phicephaloidba. 

Family;—O phicbphalidae. 

42. Ophicephalus punctatus Bloch. ... ... Daku, Kadwa. 

43. Ophicephalus striatus Bloch. ... ... Marel, Saval. 

44. Ophicephalus marulius Ham. ... ... Marel, Saval. 

Order ;‘-OPISTHOMI, 

Family:—M astacembelidab. 

45. Mastacembalus armatus (Lacep.). ... ... Vam. 

46. Mastacembalus pancalus (Ham.). ... ... Ghcpali. 

Occurrence of Catla: 

The presence of Catla. in Ahmedabad, as recorded in the list, is 
a fact of the greatest significance, as the fish is invaluable for rural 
pisciculture. Its occurrence in Ahmedabad, along with Rohu and 
Mirgal, ensures a source of supply of fingerlings for fresh water 
fisheries elsewhere in the Bombay Province, and obviates the need, 
so lo^ felt, of importing fingerlings from Patna, Madras etc. 
The generally^ accepted view so far had been that Catla did 
not at all occur in the Bombay Province. Day, no doubt in his 
monumental y^ork on the fishes of India, mentions that the fish is 
to be found throughout ^ India, but the records and reports 
e jnvoi^ators njeyer confirmed the occurrence 

of ill lijie westerly Sowing rivers of the Indian peninsula* 


... Chandava,Kat- 
hayya, Kath- 
onfa. 


... Modu. 


Local name. 

... Nagari. 

... , Murakhi. 

... Bhagana. 

... Moyala. 

... BavoosorBaas 


Kutharva, Sara- 
vati, Kagada. 


.. Dindiya. 
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Sir Reginald Spence and S. H. Prater in their *Garne Fishes of Bom¬ 
bay’ observed that the fish occurred in the Bombay Presidency, but 
did not mention the locality where it was available. Acharya (1939)1 
in his list of fishes, referred to above, does not also mention this 
fish. The first reference to the fish is by Dr. S. T. Moses, Direc¬ 
tor of Fisheries, Baroda, who in 1941, included the fish in his 
‘Statistical Account of the Fish Supply of Baroda City.’ His ac¬ 
count contains the significant observation that the fish came from 
Mehmedabad. This area was accordingly continuously surveyed 
by the present authors, whose investigations have definitely esta¬ 
blished that the fish occurs not only in the Sabarmati but also in 
its tributaries Hathmati, Khari, Valrak, Meshwa, and in the ad¬ 
joining reservoirs. 

Catla is a fish whose favourite habitat is wide and deep river. 
Now, the rivers round about Ahmcdabad, cannot be considered 
to be deep. They are, in fact, shallow and small, but what has 
enabled the fish to overcome the disadvantages of this unfavour¬ 
able habitat, are the dams constructed across the channels of the 
rivers. Fairly deep pools are usually to be found at the bases of 
such dams and weirs and they pn)vide, makeshift abodes for the 
fish until the rivers are again in spiite. ‘'J'hcse pools* enable the fish 
to survive and tide over the days of the fierce summer when the 
waters of the rivers otherwise almost dry up. Some of the natural 
reservoirs also fulfil the same purpose as the pools at the bases of 
the dams and weirs 

Bokli Reservoir ,— 

One such reservoir, nanu‘ly the Bokh reservoir, at Praatij, 
(vide map attached) has been of inestimabie value to the fisheries 
of Ahmedabad. Its perennial supply of water and its conncctio4i 
with the reverine system of northern Gujarat render it an impor¬ 
tant source of fish, particularly Catla, so much so that it is uni¬ 
versally described in Gujarat as the home of Catla in that area. 
It is really a haven where fish can breed and arc assured of plenti¬ 
ful water and adequate protection. The water all along the edge 
of the reservoir is comparatively shallow and thickly covered with 
Typha (Elephant grass or Bulrush). Moreover, such submerged 
plants as Hydrilla, Ceratophyllum and Vallisneria which are largely 
distributed over a wide stretch of water serve to impede fishing 
and afford good refuge specially to the baby fish. The Bokh has 
various remarkable features and its general appearance presents a 
fine problem in the physiography of the district. Here, it would 
not be out of place to refer to the description of the reservoir given 
in the .Gazetteer of Ahmedabad district, which says; ‘the Bokh, 
which literally means a fissure or chasm, is a broad and deep de¬ 
pression which begins near the meeting of the Hathmati and Sabar¬ 
mati, and runs south through Prantij. It is a chain of pools and 
morasses, the largest sheet of water in it, called the large Bokh, 
being about 156 acres in extent and averaging 30 ft. in depth. 
The next in size, called the small Bokh, and lying opposite the 
town of Prantij covers about 35 acres and is said to average 4 feet 
in depth’. 



FHE$H WATER FISH ASD FISHERIES OF AHMEDABAD 131 


The reservoir is at present roughly two and a half miles south 
of the Hathmati river, whicli evidently had in times gone by been 
a part of the river, coursing due south to join the Khari. Even 
now the reservoir is fed from the Hathmati by a canal which starts 
at Himatnagar, the water being led to the reservoir by a feeder 
channel from the main canal which ultimately joins the Khari. 
The overflow from the Bokh during the monsoon is impound¬ 
ed by the dam at Limbla, and this water which would otherwise 
have run to waste is during the latter part of the monsoon led into 
the Khari by a canal. The Khari itself is dammed at Raipur about 
12 miles north east of Ahniedabad, and the impounded water is 
used to feed the network of tanks, e.g. Chandola, Kankaria, Gob- 
halej, Wasai, Aslali, Jetalpur etc. The Khari along with other 
rivers meets the Sabarmati lower down at Vautha. The entire 
Ahmedabad district is liable to severe floods during the monsoon 
when the rivers are in heavy spate. Aquatic life is thus distri¬ 
buted over the widely separated tanks and reservoirs by streams 
running from the heavily submerged tracks. Thus the Bokh is 
the link connecting the three main rivers of the area, namely, 
the Hathmati, Khari and Sabarmati. The Bokh was originally 
about 30 feet deep, but yearly has been becoming shallower as 
the silt which finds its way into it is not washed away during 
the floods. The dam at Limbla may perhaps in some measure 
be responsible for the siltage. 

Breeding Grounds .— 

The canals feeding the Bokh reservoir from the Hathmati pro¬ 
vide during the time it is in flood an ideal nursery for fish from 
the reservoir itself to breed. The fish, which consists of such, valu¬ 
able carps as Catla, Rohu, Mirgal and Calbasu, has in flood 
times the ideal environment for breeding as its natural tendency at 
breeding time is to move upstream, the two. feeder canals, from 
the Hathmati to the Bokh, serve as depositories for reproductory 
products of fish of the reservoir. These two stretches of water 
must evidently be the breeding grounds for in them have been 
noticed fingerlings of the aforesaid varieties of carps. 

As the flood level in these two stretches of water subsides the 
fry and fingerlings are washed back into the reservoir, from which 
they later distribute themselves far and wide over the various rivers 
inter-connected as they are by network of canals. 

Destruction of fish ,— 

Fishing in the Bokh is not prohibited, but is generally nut 
vigorous during the major part of the year, the configuration of 
the reservoir presenting certain natural difficulties to the fisher¬ 
men. The reservoir thus serves as a natural sanctuary for the 
fish. Both the reservoir and the feeder canal are not, however, 
equally safe to the fishes during the commencement of the monsoon, 
when they expose themselves to easy capture while they agitatedly 
move up the comparatively shallow waters of the feeder canals for 
breeding. A vivid description of the fate that befalls these fishes 
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as they move up from the reservoir into the feeder canals and 
further upwards into the main canal from the Hathmati is con¬ 
tained in the Ahmedabad Gazetteer which records as follows:— 
‘In Prantij when flooded after heavy fall of rain, people 
swarm the Bokh wading about and with arrows tied in har¬ 
poon fashion with long string to their bows kill great num¬ 
bers of flsh. Fishing by torchfight is common, Kolis, 
Wagharies killing the fish by spearing and netting and 
Pendharias by beating with thick sticks. Damming, driving 
and poisoning with CocnJus indicus are also practised'. 

Such large-scale destruction of the parent fish before they have 
a chance to breed, is not without its effect on the supply of fish 
m the adjoining waters. This fact is also borne out by the obser¬ 
vations of the local fishermen who state that the bigger varieties 
of carps such as Rohu, Catla, Mirgal, are now tending to diminish 
in numbers. 


Remedial Measures ,— 

The only remedy to safeguard these fishes, which form in other 
provinces the mainstay of their piscicultural activities, and to con¬ 
serve them for comestible purposes, would be to institute syste¬ 
matic control over the present injudicious and indiscriminate fish¬ 
ing in the Bokh reservoir and its environs at the commencement 
of monsoon. The present system of fishing in and around Ahmeda¬ 
bad is an inversion of the natural order. Fishing should be per¬ 
mitted in reservoirs at the dead ends of canals and in tanks into 
which fry find their way from the Bokh, for in such sheets of 
still water well-known carps like Catla, Ronu, Mirgal and Cal- 
basu merely grow and fatten and do not breed, -Fishing should, 
therefore, be allowed in only these sheets of still water, but actual¬ 
ly it is forbidden there from religious considerations, a large sec¬ 
tion of the population being Jains, wdio are averse to the taking 
of life. The fish-eating public is thus deprived of a valuable item 
of food. 

The present system of fishing helps neither the fish nor the 
public. Indiscriminate fishing is carried on in the Bokh and its 
feeder canals. This must be rigorously prohibited if an increase 
in the supply of fish is desired, for the Bokh and its feeder canals 
are in reality the nurseries where these fish rear, thrive and dis¬ 
tribute themselves among the network of waterways—some ending 
in dead ends—^which dot the district. The best and most effective 
protective measure to conserve the valuable carps would be the 
promulgation of a close season at the Bokh reservoir and its feed¬ 
er canals for one month from the commencement of the monsoon. 
All tanks in the Hathmati and Kharicut canal system should be 
thrown open to fishing. These steps will not only enable the 
adult fishes to thrive and breed undisturbed in the, Bokh and its 
feeder canals but also eventually facilitate a wider and more abun¬ 
dant distribution of fry in canals and tanks and thus increase the 
fish supply. 



SOME NEW INDIAN LITHOBIIDAE. 


BY 

Capt. H. J. C. Larwood, m.sc., f.z.s., a.e.c. 

{With 4 text figures) 

While serving in India I have been able to make a small 
collection of Myriapoda, first around Dehra Dun, U.P., and then 
in Bundelkhand, C.I. It will readily be understood that service 
in the Army makes it difficult to investigate the collection adequate¬ 
ly, and up to this time I have been able to consider only the 
Lithohiidae, The results are, however, of sufficient interest to merit 
a short note. 

As late as 1892, Pocock stated^ that none of this family 

had been recorded from India, although in 1890-91 he published 
an account^ of two new species from Burma. In 1917 Silvestri'^ 
described four species and a variety of Lithobius from India 

(Assam, Darjeeling, N. Bengal and N. W. F. Province), and a 
new species of Henicopidae from IVichinopoly. His list did not 
include Lithobius sciilpturaiits which had been described® in the 
meanwhile by Pocock from Kodaikanal and Madras. 

In his paper, Silvestri stated that although the fauna of 
India seemed to l^e poor in Lithobiidae, he considered that collect¬ 
ing in temperate regions would probably yield new forms. The 
truth of this is borne out by the following paper, although two 

of the present species come from a region which is scarcely 

temperate. It is worth noting, however, that both of these were 
taken under stones within 50 feet of the edge of a lake, and that 
one, hamyefes liani, was found there only for a few days durin^^ 
the monsoon rains, and that the other Archilithohius birmanicus 
var. chandellensis could not be rediscovered after the winter rains 
had ceased. It would appear that both are very sensitive to 
humidity. 

I wish to express my gratitude to the following gentlemen: 
Mr. J. C. M. Gardiner, Mr. A. E. Foot, Lt-Col. J. Steel Harvey, 
I.A., Dr, S. Higginbottom and above all, to Dr. Baini Prashad. 

Lithobiidae. 

Lithobiinae. 

ArchHitbobins gleonid sp. n. (Fig, 1 a-k) 

Colour greenish-brown above, head and posterior segments of a more red¬ 
dish hue, tergites somewhat mottled, legs and underside pale. Surface finely 
granulate. 

Tergites x, 3, 5 with postero-lateral corners rounded, posterior margin slight¬ 
ly emarginat^; a, 4, 6 short, posterior margin straight; 7 with subrectangular 
comers and posterior margin straight or slightly convex; 8, xo, xa, X4 tapering 
towards the rear, angles rounded, emarginate behind; 9, xi, 13 with posterior 
margin straight. Terminal segment rather semi-circular in outline, posterior 
margin only feebly emarginate. A distinct marginal furrow visible in tergites 
X, 3 and 5 is less clear in succeeding segments. 
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He&d slightly longer than broad; marginal furrow parallel to posterior maf]^. 
Ocelli seven in number arranged as in the figure. (In the Dehra Dun 
specimens there appear to be 8 ocelli.) 



Fig. X. Archilithohius /flenfiiei. 

(a) Forcipules (out claw undergoing regeneration); (b) head; (c) mandible; 
(d) I St maxilla; (e) and maxilla; (f) and maxilla last segment; (g) ocelli, left 
side; (h) P. i. distal part; (/) genital appendages of female; (k) genital Chakrata 
specimen. 

Antennae: 20-23 segmented, setose, loth segment ij times as long as 
broad, last segment twice as long as broad. 

Mandibles oif the usual form. 

ist Maxilla: outer lobe fringed with about 23 plumose setae arranged in 
a double row; inner lobe surmounted by a dozen smaller plumose setae. 

2nd Maxilla: terminal segment about twice as long as broad with some 
30 plumose setae on the anterior face and non-plumose setae elsewhere. Claw 
with two spines and a small secondary claw. 

Forcipules with 2+2 teeth and an additional seta on each side; precoxa 
narrowed distally, external margin concave. 

Spinulation is of doubtful diagnostic value on account of the variation^ 
Which obtainfr-*lhe opposite sides of the same specimen are occasionally found 
to be differently arm^. For instance, the coxae of P 14 and P 15 of ml aped* 
mens, bear a single spine, yet on one side of one specimen, two spines 
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arise from a common base. The most usual armature, liowever, is as follows : 
ooiai X0320 

P* *• ^ and P. 14. ^ single P. 15 was found 


00221 
and it was armed thus: 


^ o I 3 2 I 
* ® 3 * o . . 

‘’ o " i '" 3 2 ~^t • ^ minute secondary claw was present 


on all these appendages. 

(fenital appendages—^female: external claw robust with the outer margin 
sinuate and a distinct tooth about midway. Internal lobe with two teeth, 
the outer about as long as the inner, but both robust. In the speci¬ 
men from rhakrata, the inner tooth is less than half the size of the outer. 

Genital appendages—male: rudimentary. 

Coxal pores; 2 (or 3); 4; 4; 4 (or 3) small, circular. 

Length : 11 mm. 

Locality: 1 9 Mussoorie: under stone, shady 23: ii : 42. 7,000 ft. 

2 <S (S Uehra Dun: under stone. Sept. 42. 2,200 ft. 

I 9 Chakrata, from cave named Moila No. 2. Collected by 
Brig. E. A. Glennie. May 43. 

This species is closest to L.(A). taclus Silv. and L.(A). erraticulus Silv. 
from Chitral (N.W.F. Province). From the former, it can be distinguished 
by (i) the fewer ocelli, (2) fewer coxal pores, (3) the form of the genital 
appendages of the female. The present species differs from L,(A).efraticulus 
•n the following characters: (i) more numerous coxal pores; (2) the tarsi of 
P. 1-12 are not biartlculate as Silvestri* claims those of his species to be, 
although a pale transverse line is sometimes discernible across the mid-line of 
the tarsus; (3) the genital appendages of the female are of a different form— 
Silvestri makes no mention of the very conspicuous tooth on the outer margin 
of the external claw. 

1 have pleasure in naming this species after Brig. E. .A. Glennie, d.s.o. 
The specimen taken by him from the Moila cjive at Chakrata certainly be¬ 
longs to this species in spite of the small deviation in the form of the female 
genital appendage referred to above. The chance migration of such luctfuge 
creatures into such an environment is not surprising. 


ArchilUhobliit sp. (Fi^. 2 a-b) 

Colour dark brown above, lighter beneath, head and last tergite orange; 
each tergite with the posterior border and middle line darker. 



Fig. 2. Archilithobius sp. 
(a) Forcipules; (h) Ocelli right side. 


I'ergites similar in form to A. glenniei. 

Head^ broader than long, furrow parallel to posterior margin. 

Ocelli: six, arranged as shown. 

Antennae and mouth parts as for A, glenniei except that the last segment of 
2nd maxilla has fewer plumose setae. 

Forcipules: anterior margin convex, a-f-a teeth and seta; claw short. 

P. i, ^ P- »S- missing. P. i. tnd 

14 botli ha^ a small secondary claw. Coxae of P, 14 and P. 15 dorsal 
spine* 
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Genital appendages—male : rudimentary. 

Coxal pores; 2 ; 3 ; 3 ; 3. 

Length: 9.0 mm. 

Locality.—A single specimen (male) of a species of Archilithobius .was for¬ 
warded to me by Brig. Glennie. It was taken by Lt.-Col. G* N. Osmaston, 
R.E., near the top of Harimukh Mountain, Kashmir, at a height of 16,000 ft. 
in July 1943. 

This specimen differs from A. glenniei in (1) the form of the head, (2) num¬ 
ber of ocelli, (3) shape of forcipules and (4) number of coxal pores. From 
A. erraticulus Silv. it can be distinguished by (1) the fewer ocelli, (2) the form 
of the forcipules and (3) the presence in all legs of an undivided tarsus. 
Until further material is available it would be univise to state anything more 
definite than that the example docs not fit in with any previously described 
species. 


Arcbilithoblos blroianicus var. ebandeiiensis nov. (Fig. 3 a-f) 

Colours Reddish-brown above, last tergite and underside paler. Surface 
rugose. 



Fig. 3. Archi1tlhobiiii> btrmanuui var. chandellensi^. 

(a) Forcipules; (b) F'orcipules teeth; (c) labrum (foreshortened); {d) man¬ 
dible ; (e) mandible, another specimen; (/) ocelli, right side. 


Tergites i, 3, 5 with rounded postero-lateral corners, feebly emarginate; 
2, 4, 6, 7 subrectangular with posterior margin straight; 8, 10, 12, 14 some¬ 
what emarginate, with rounded corners and lateral margins increasingly con¬ 
vergent towards the rear; 9, 11, 13 straight, corners rectangular, not sharp. 
Head longer than broad; posterior marginal furrow broader in mtd-line. 
Ocelli not very clear in the specimens examined; apparently 6 in number, 
arranged as in ffgure. 

Antennae.—19-20-segmented, moderately setose, last segment 3 times as 
long as broad, 10th segment times as long as broad. 

Mandibles normal, teeth robust, with setose rectangular process on inner 
face. This process is, however, much reduced in another example. 

I St Maxilla with about 15 plumose setae on the inner margin of the. outer 
lobe and numerous plumose setae on the inner lobe. 

2nd Maxilla.—Last segment with less than 20 plumose setae and furnished 
with a single claw with 3 processes. 

Forcipules with broad, convex precoxa bearing 5-F5 teeth (in one specimen 
5-1-4); claw slender. 


^.... ^ 00311 „ 10310 ^ 10210 

Spmulat.on.-P. i. -- -j—, ! P. M- 0,330 ^ oT ' a » o 

P, 14. and P. 15. have each a small secondary claw; part of limb distal to 
tibia with abundant small pores. 
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Genital organs of male rudimentary. 

Coxal pores,—2 (or 3); 4; 4; 3. 

Length.—8.0 mm. 

Locality.—margin of Dhubelatal, near Nowgong (Bundelkhand), under stones, 
moist, with grass around. Jan. 43. 6 specs—all male. 

Of the species recorded previously from the Indo-Australian region, only A. 
sumaUanus Silv. and A. birmanicus Poe. have more than 3-4 teeth on the forci- 
pules. The former has 7 and the latter 5-6. The present species is very close 
to A* hirtnanicus, —antennae, ocelli, teigites and coxal pores all agree with Pocock’s 
description* which is brief and without figures. The chief points of difference 
are the number of teeth on the forcipules and the ventral armature of P, 15. 
(given as i, i, i, o, which I take to be o, o, i, i, i, in the usual notation). 
As 1 have not seen the Burma specimens, and as there is no female in the 
present collection, I consider it more prudent to regard my specimens, for the 
time being at least, as belonging to a variety of A, birmanicus. Further col¬ 
lecting will no doubt elucidate the affinities of these species. 


Henicopin'ae. 

Attems list^ 4 species and i variety of the genus Lamyctes ; 

(li L. africana (Poc.)—S. W. Australia, Caffraria, Capland, Cameroons, 
St. Paul. 

(2) L. albipes (Poc.)—^Java. 

(3) L. emargiuata (Newp.)—New Zealand. 

(4) L. fulvicornis Mein.—S, W. Australia, Europe, N. America, E. Africa. 

(5) L, fulvicornis var, hawaiiensis Silv.—Hawaii, Kona. 

The genus has not previously been recorded from India. 


Lamyctes lianl n. (Fig. 4 a-j) 

C\'I(jur reddish-brown ; antennae, antericn* part of head and hindmost tergite 
orange-brown. Underside pale. Surface finely granulate. 

Tergiies i, 3, 5 wdth rounded postero-latcral corners, very slightly emarg- 
innti '; 2, 4, 6, 7 with posterior corners sub-rectangular, posterior margin straight; 
S, 10. 12, 14 with rounded posterior angles, distinctly emarginate, segments 

converging posteriorly; 9, ii, 13 with posterior margin straight. All tergites 

with a distinct marginal furrow. 

Head about as broad as long; marginal furrow parallel to posterior margin. 

Ocelli single, large, with purple pigment, fTracer of the same pigment w'erc 
to be found scattered throughout the body, which is intaresting in view' of 

t!i«' lad that Chamberlin refers to the presence of a similar pigment in L. Doli- 
chopus from Salt Lake County, N. America (Chamberlin, R. V. Proc. U.S. 
Nat. Mus. XXIV No. 1270, p. 708)]. 

Antennae almost reaching the posterior border of the 5th tergite; 29 seg¬ 
ments, covered with short setae; last segment slender, 3-4 times as long as 

fjroad; 10th segment considerably broader than long. 

Mandibles with conspicuous tooth at inner distal angle. 

1st Maxilla of usual type: outer lobe fringed with 20 plumose setae; inner 
lobe with about 6 non-plumose setae. 

2nd Maxilla—last segment with about 13 plumose setae; single claw with 
two lateral spines, fin his conspectus of the genus, (Naturh. Tidsskr. (3), V. 
1868. p. 266) Meinert states that the setae are simple. This is not so in this 
species]. 

Forcipules with broad precoxal region; external margin obtuse-angled and 
slightly concave; apical margin with 34-3 teeth, the outermost on each side 
being considerably smaller than the other two. 

^... _ 00000 _ 00000 ^ 00000 

SpmuIat.on.-P. , ^ "»• TSlTiTS; * 5 - 

On P. I. there is a pseudo-spine formed by an extension of the integument 
of the dorsal side of the prefemur. Coxae of P. 14. and 15. without spine. 

P. I, P. 14. and P. 13. with small secondary claw. Legs are covered with 
numerous setae, but no pores occur. P, i-u with undivided tarsus, P. I 3 “*S 
with two-segn^ented tarsus, but division is not always well-marked. 

First leg-bearing segment with spiracle. 
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Genital organs—^female; basal segment with 2 elongated teeth, the inner 
shorter than^ the outer; terminal claw narfowed distally, markedly curved and 
with a longitudinal incision on the inner side* 



Fig. 4. Lamyctes liani $p. n. 

(a) entire; (b) head; (c) labrum; {d) mandible; (e) ist maxilla; (/) 2nd 
maxilla, last segment; (g) forcipules; (h) torcipules, teeth; (j) genital appendages 
of female. 

Coxal pores \ 2 \ 2 \ 2] 2 \ or y, 

Length—7.0-8.0 mm. 

Locality—margin of Dhubelatal, near Nowgong. Under stones, moist gravel 
sist and 24^1 July 43* 
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Explanation of Figures. 

Fig. I. Archilithohius glenniei. —(a) Forcipules (one claw undergoing regeiic- 
r.'ition), (b) head, (c) mandible, (d) 1st maxilla, (e) 2nd maxilla, (f) last segment 
of 2nd maxilla, (g) ocelli—left side, (h) P. i, distal region of limb, (j) genital 
appendages of female, (k) the same, specimen from Chakrata. 

Fig. 2. Archilithobius sp.—(a) Forcipules, (b) ocelli—^right side. 

^"*8* 3* Archilithobius birmanicus var chaftdellensis.^^a) Forcipules, (b) teeth 
of forcipules, (c) labrum (foreshortened), (d) mandible, (e) mandible of another 
specimen, (f) ocelli—^right side. 

Fig. 4. Lamycies liani. —(a) entire, (b) head, (c) labrum from bek>w, (d) man¬ 
dible, (e) 1st maxilla, (f) last segment of 2nd maxilla, (g) forcipules, (h) teeth 
of forcipules, (j) genital appendages of female. 


‘ANNOT.4TED LIST OF CROP PESTS IN THE BOMBAY 

PROVINCE. 

BY 

K. N. Trehan, m.sc. (Punjab), ph.d. (London), 
Agricultural Entomologist to Govt,, Bombay, Poona, 

AND 

S. V. PiNGLE, B.SC. HONS. (Agric.), 

- Lecturer in Entomology, Agricultural College, Poona. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Economic entomology is very intimately associated with the 
crop production, therefore some knowledge ot the more important 
pests is of the greatest significance. In the province of Bombay 
however, much attention could not be devoted to (he study of vari¬ 
ous pests since the staff engaged was small and mostly occupied 
in teaching. Nevertheless, it has now been realised that the first 
essentiaii necessity is to determine the identity and the activities 
.of the insect foes, responsible for damaging our crops. The present 
publication therefore; aims at . supplying such information to culti¬ 
vators, garden-ow*nets, district workers, propaganda officers, the 
rev^ue Authorities, and also to students in the Agricultural College 
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and schools, regarding^ the insects, found infesting various crops 
in our fields. 

Additional data in the form of life histories, seasonal activities, 
naturejand extent of damage and above all, the control measures, 
is highly desirable but must be deferred till first-hand information 
under local conditions, is available. Efforts are being made to 
remedy these deficiencies and the results of our further investiga¬ 
tions will be published in the second contribution from this Depart¬ 
ment. 

At present however, it is considered desirable that data should 
be available about the pests, responsible for the damage to various 
crops, and as far as possible about their seasonal activities. With 
this view an almost complete list of the pests of our province is 
arranged under crop heads, and brief notes appended. 

Sugarcane. 

Saccharum officmarum is plaiiud in January Id March and June ^aid Jiar- 
vested from December to May. 

A. Attacking i»ETS and roots. 

1. White ant6— Termes sp. (Termitidae). Major pest all over the province. 
The workers tunnel into the roots to which the plants succumb. 

2. Cockchafer— Anomala varians O. {Rutelidae). Minor pest, the grubs 
feed on the roots; active from Aptil to June. 


B. Leaf Feeding. 


I. Biting : 

1. Grasshopper— Hieroglyphus banian Fb. var. elongata (Acridiidae). Major 
pest specially in Deccan. Nymphs and adults feed on leaves; only one brood 
active from June to October. 

2. Army worm— Cirphts unipuncta H. (Not tuidae). Major pest all over the 
province. Caterpillars move in swarms and feed on leaves ; there may be two 
to three generations from June to November; hibernates as pupa in the soil. 

II. Sucking * 

1. White-flies— Aleurolobus barodensis W. and Neomaskellia bergi S. 
Aleyrodidae Minor pest practically all over the province. Nymphs feed on the 
sap which might result in withering of the leaves; active from July to Decem¬ 
ber giving rise to formation of conspicuous black mould. 

2. Leaf hopper— Pyrilla aberrans Kby. (Fulgoridae). Major pest all over the 
province. Nymphs and adults feed on the sap and cause withering of the 
leaves. ‘Honey dew’ secreted by the insects develops black mould which gives 
sooty appearance to leaves. Active from April to May and from August to 
February. 

3. Mealy bug— Trionymus sacchari Or. (Coccidae). Minor pest in Deccan. 
Nymphs and adults feed at the base of the leaves and consequently the crop 
loses vigour. 

4. Black hug-^Assamia moesta Westw^ {Fulgoridae). Minor pest, probably 
active from July to December. 


C. Borers. 

I. Stem borer—Argyfia sticticraspis Hamp. (Pyralidae). Major pest alt 
over the province. The caterpillars bore into the stem and the plants in ear¬ 
lier stages may die; active from April to August during which period, three 
to four generations may occur. 



LIST OF CROP PESTS IN THE BOMBAY PROVINCE 141 

2. Top-shoot borer —Scirpophaga nivella F. {Pyralidae), Minor pest recorded 
from Deccan area; caterpillars bore from the top and work downward; shoots 
may assume bunchy appearance. 

3. Pink stem borer —Sesamia inferens W. {Noctuidae). Occasionally may 
assume the status of a major pest. Caterpillars bore into the stem; there 
may be 4-6 generations in a year; active from July lo February. 


Jowar. 

Andropogon sorghum. Sown in June and September to November, and 
harvested from November to December and February-March. Fodder crop in 
March-June. 


A. Attacking roots. 

I. White anls—'fermites (Termitidae), Major pest, (vide Sugarcane), 
j. Cockchafer —Ationtala varians O. Minor pest, (vide Sugarcane). 

B. Lh\F ll-hDlNC.. 


I. Biting : 

(.^.•^t^ucerne caterpillar— Laphygma exigiia Hh. (.Voflnidac). Minor pest; the 
caterpillars feed on leaves especially during the months of January and Feb¬ 
ruary, 

2. Katra—.linsachi moorei B. (Arrtiadae). Major pest, recorded in North 
Gujarat. Caterpillars defoliate all the plants. There is only one generation 
during June-July; hibernates as pupa in the soil. 

3. Deccan wingless grasshopper— Colemania sphenariodes Bol. (Acridiidae), 
Major pest attacking crops only in Karnatak and Deccan. Both nymphs and 
adults feed on leaves, and there is only one generation from June to October. 

4. White banded grasshopper— Epacromia dorsalis Thumb. {Acridiidae). 
Major pest in Deccan only. Both nymphs and adults feed on leaves and 
<lefoliate the germinating seedlings. 

5. Surface grasshopper— Chrotogonus lugubris B. (Acridiidae). Major pest, 
recorded from all over the province. Nymphs and adults feed on leaves, and 
the pest is active almost throughout the year. It also damages various other 
crops such as Bajri, maize, etc. 

6. Army worm— Cirphis unipuncta H. Minor pest, (vide Sugarcane). 

II. Sucking : 

1. Aphides— Iphis maidis F. (Aphidiidae). Major pest active from August 
—February. The insects suck the plant juice and the plants lose vitality. 
Various predators, and black ants are always associated with the attack. 

2. Green bug-^ecara viridula L. (Pentatomidae). Minor pest found on 
tender shoots and oarheads. The attack is not very serious. 

j. Jowar stem bug —PundaJuoya simplida Dt. (Fulgaridae), Major pest, 
invariably found on the tender shoots. Nymphs and adults feed on the sap 
which results in withering of the plants; active from August—February. 

4. Mites— Paratetranychus indicus H. Major pest which gives reddish or v 
rusty appearance to the foliage; active from August—February. 

5. Loaf,hopper— Pyrilla aherrans Kby. Major pe»t. (vide Sugarcane). 

C. Borers. 

. j, Jowar borer— Chilo sonellus S. (Pyralidac). Major post, practically all 
over the province. The caterpillars bore into the stem and cause the death 
of the plant in early stages. There arc 4-6 generations from May to Feb¬ 
ruary, 

2. Pink borer— Sesamia tnferens WIk. Major pest, (vide Sugarcane). 

3, Stem fly—. 4 #hrngo>^a indica M. (Anthomyiidae). Major pest all over the 
province; active from May to February. The maggots bore into the young 
seedlings and bring about their death. 
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D. Grain ferpbrs. 

I. Biting : 

1. Blister beetles —Lytta tenuicollis P. and species. (Meloidae). Adult beetles 

feed on blossom and do not allow them to develop into seeds; active from 

August to October. 

2. Khas disease —Contarinia andropogonis F. (Cecidomdae). Minor pest. 
The n^aggots breed inside t^e tender ears as a resiiU of which they are hoi* 
lowed out; active during January—February. 

II . Sucking : 

I. Capsid bug— CalocorU anguftatus L. (Capsidae). Minor pest. The 

nymphs and adults which are just like mosquitoes, feed on the sap as a re* 
suit of which the grains gel shrivelled; active from December—February. 

Malte 

- Zca mays. Sown at any time, harvested 3-4 months after sowing. 

A. An\CKING ROOTS. 

I. White ants — Termites. Major pest, (vide Sugarcane). 


B. Lkaf fredeks. 

I. Biting : 

t. Army worm— Cirphis unipuncta H. (Noctuiiae). Major pest, (vide Sugar^ 
cane). 

2 Deccan wingless grasshopper— Colematiia sphenarioides B. Major pest, 
(vide Jowat), 

3. Banded grasshopper—£/»acromta dorsalis Thumb. (Acridiidae) Minor pest, 
(vide Jowar). 

4. Katra— Amsacta moorei Hutl. (Arctiadae). Major pest, (vide Jowar), 

5 * Surface grasshopper— Chrotogonus lugubris B. (Acridiidae). Minor pest, 
(vide Jowar). 

II. Sucking • 

I. Stem bug— Pundaluoya simplicia Dt. (Fulgoridae) Major pest, (vide 
Jowar). 


C. BoREKb. 

I Jowar borer— Chilo zonellus S. (Pyralidae). Major pe>t. (vide Jowar). 
2. pink borer— Se.samia infereus W. (Nocitiidae). Major pest, (vide Jowar). 

Wheat 

Triticum v'ulgare. Sown in September to November and harvested from 
P^ebruary—March. 


.\. Root feeders 

I. White ants (Termites). Major pest, (vide Sugarcane). 

B. I.EAF FEEDERS. 

I. Aphides. Major pest, (vide Jowar) 

C. Borers. 

1. Jowar borer— Chilo zonellus S. (vide Jowar). 

2. Pink borer— Sesamia inferens W, (vide Jowar). 

Bajrl. 

Penmsetum typhoideum. Sown in June and harvested from September tn 
October. ^ v w 
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A. Kckjt Feeders.—None. 

B. Leak ffeders. 

I. Biting : 

1. Deccan wingless grasshopper —Colemania shhenarioidcs B. Major i>^t. 

(\ide Jowaf), » 

2. Katra— Amsacta moorei B. Major pest, (vide Jowar) 

3. Army worm— Citphis unipuncta H. Major pest, (vide Jowar), 

4. Hairy caterpillar of Satara—Unidentified. Major pest. only recorded 
from this district. It is commonly known as ‘Lodh’. Caterpillars feed on 
leaves and there is only one generation a y<*ar during July—August. The pest 
(iibernates as pupa» in the soil. 

5. Grasshoppers— Chrotoganus sp. and Kpacromia sp. (vide Jowar), 

II. Sucking: None. 


C. Borers. 

1. Jowar borer— Chilo zonellus S. (vide Jowar) 

2. Pink borer— Sesamia inferens W. (vide Jowar). 

3. Stem fly— Aihcrigona mdica M. (Anthomyiidae) (vide Jowar.) 

D. Gkxin feeders. 

I. Blister beetles— Lytta sp., Zouabris sp. etc. {^feloidal). Major pest, 
(vide Jowar) 

Paddy. 

Oryza saiiva. Sown in June; transplanted in July—August; harvested 
from November to January. 


A. Attacking Roots. 

1. Cockchafer— Anotnala varians O. Minor pest, (vide Sugatcane). 

2, CcKkchafer— Phyllognathus sp. (Dynastidae), Minor pest. 

B. Attacking shEDLixcis. 

I. Crabs— Parateiphusa sp. (Crustacea), Major j>e>t in Konkan area. Bo*h 
adults and young ones feed on the nursery a.s well as the transplanted 
seedlings. Their burrowing" in the bunds causes leakage of water; active dur¬ 
ing the rainy season. 


C. Leaf feeding. 

I Biting: 

1. Swarming caterpillar— Spodoptera mauritia B. (Noctuidae), Major pest 
all over the rice growling tract. The caterpillars feed on rice and other grasses. 
Only one generation during June—August. The pest hibernates as pupa in 
the .soil. 

2. Army worm— Cirphii albistigma M. (Noctuidae). Major pest in Ratna- 
giri district. The caterpillars feed on leaves and the pest hibernates as pupa 
in the soil. There are 2-3 generations from July-September. 

3. Rice hispa— Htspa armigera O. (Chrysomelidae). Major pest in Karwar 
and Bclgaum districts. The grubs and adults feed on green matter and cause 
withering of plants. Both the Kharif and Rahi crops of paddy are attacked 
and damaged. 

4. Blue beetle of Rice— Leptispa pygmaea B. (Chrysomelidae). Major pest 
in Karwar, Belgaum and Ratnagiri districts. Both grubs and adults feed on 
the green matter and the plants succumb to their attack. Both the Kharif as 
well as the Rabi crops are attacked and damaged. 

5. Rice grasshopper — Hieroglyphus banian Fb. var. elongata. Minor pest, 
(vide Sugarcane), 

6 Rice butterfly— MeUmitis ismette C. (Nymphalidae). Minor pest. The 

caterpillars are occasionally found feeding on leaves. 
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7. Rice $kipper— Chapra mathias Fb. (Hesperidae), Occasionally the cater¬ 
pillars are found feeding on leaves. 

8. Rice case worm— Nympkula depunctalis G. (Pyralidtie). Minor pest. 
The caterpillars prepare cases from cut out leaf blades and feed when concealed 
in the rolls. These are semi-acquatic in habit and two generations are passed 
from June to August. 

II. Sucking: 

1. Rice leaf hopper— Nephotettix bipunctatus Fb. (Jassidae). Minor pt 
only recorded from North Gujarat. 

2. Rice mealy bug— Ripersia oryzae Gr. (Corcidae). Minor pest occasionally 
found in colonies on the stem under leaf sheaths. The attacked plants are 
practically devoid of vitality, appear sickly and generally wither out without 
developing earheads. 


D. Borkrs. 

1. Rice stem borer— Schoenohius hipunctijer Wlk. (Pyralidae) Major pest. 
The caterpillars bore into the stem as a result of which the central gr(»win^ 
leaf is killed. When the attack is at flowering stage the bearing is \ery poor 
and results in empty earheads. There are 3-4 gera-rations from May 10 I>- 
cember. 

2. Pink borer— Sesamia uiferem W. Minor pest, (vide Suji*arcafie). 

3. Rice gall-fly— Pachydipiosis oryzae \\\ {Cecidomyidae). Major pest, 
recorded from Btdgaum, Karwar and Ratnagiri districts. The maggots 
bore into the stem as a result of w'hich hollow outgrow’ths known as SiKery 
shoots* are developed. Such plants do not bear earheads. The pest is active 
from May to December. 


E. Feeding on Earheads. 

1. Blister beetles —Lytta sp. and Epkaula, Sp, Minor pest, (vide Jowur) 

2. Rice bug— Leptocorisa acuta Th. (Coreidae). Minor j>est, damaging the 
earheads, met with in Belgaum and Karw’ar districts. Practically no grains 
arc formed in the attacked inflorescena*. Both the Kharif and Rahi crops are 
attacked. 

Cotton. 

Cosiypium sp. Sown <arly in July-.Vugust, pkkmg from I)^'Combe,•^ to Marcli. 
A. .\ttacking roots. 

1. White ants— Ternitles. (\ide Sugarcane). 

B. Leaf feeding. 

I. Biting : 

I .ucerne caterpillar— Laphygtna exigua H. Minor pest, (vide Joivar) 

2. .Surface grasshopper— Chrotogonus sp. Minor pest, (vide Jowar) 

3. White weevil— MyUocerus ii-pustulatus var. maculosus Fst. (CurcuUotit- 
dae)» Minor pest. Occasionally found feeding on the leaves. All the im¬ 
mature stages are found in the soil. 

4. Bhindi caterpillar— Acontia sp. (Noctuidae). Minor pest. Occasionally 
green semi-loopcrs are found feeding on cotton leaves, the pest is active from 
June to October. The adult moths have bright lemon yelloW wings. 

5. Cotton semi-looper— Cosmophila indica Gn. (Noctuidae). Minor pest. 
The semiloopers are green but the adults have brownish wings. Considerable 
damage has been recorded to cotton leaves in Surat district. 

6. Cotton semi-looper— Tarache nitidula F, (Noctuidae), Minor pest. Adults 
with white wdngs decorated with dark markings, semilooper dark brown, found 
damaging the leaves; commonly met with from June to October. 

7. Cotton leaf roller— Sylepta derogata Fb. (Pyralidae). Minor pest occur¬ 
ring all over the province. Caterpillars lead a hidden life in the rolled up 
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Jeavos and feed on the green matter. There are 3-4 generations from June 
to December. 

8. Cotton grasshopper— Cyrtacanthacris ranacea S. (Acridiidae), Minor 

^wst. Both nymphs and adults feed on leaves from June to February. 

9. Bud caterpillar— Phycita infusella M. (Pyralidae), Minor pest. The 
caterpillars are found feeding on buds and top leaves. This results in the 
fading of top shoots. Active from September to November. 

11 . Sucking: 

1. Red C'olton bug— Dysdercus cingulatus Fb. (Pyrrhocoridae). Major pest, 
sucking the sap from the buds and bolls. Their feeding strains the lint. There 
are 5-6 generations from August to March. 

2. Dusky cotton bug— Oxycarenus loeius K. (Lygaeidae), Major pest. 
The nymphs and adults are found feeding inside the bolls where quite a large 
number of these insects is seen at a time. There are 4—5 gencjrations from 
■October to March. 

3. Cotton aphis— Aphis gossypii G. (Aphidiidae). Major pest. It is found 
on the under side of the leaves. The infested plants show poor growth or in 
severe cases they even wither away. The sooty mould develops on the ‘honey 
dew’ and interferes with photosynthesis. The pest is active from July to March. 

4. Cotton jassid— Etnpoasca spp. {Jassidae). Major pest, found all over the 
province. The nymphs and adults feed on the sap and reduce the vitality of 
the plants. Breetling continues throughout the year. Active from July to 
March. 

5. Mealy wdngs— Bemisia tabacci (ienn. (Aleyrodidae). Minor pest. Both 
nymphs and adults feed on the sap and in some severe cases cause the wither¬ 
ing of the plant. The pest is noticed in large numbers during November to 
March, malnutrition results in shedding of flowers and bolls. 

b. Mealy bugs— Pseudococcus sp. (Coccidoc). Minor pest. The fleshy in- 
.sects covered over with cottony mass, feed on the sap. The pest is active from 
November to March. 

7. Woolly mites— Eriophyes gossypii. Minor pest. These arc found 
fmiing on the stem and the underside of leaves. Usually these are found 
covered over with brown woolly fibers as the name indicates. Active from 
August to February. 


C. Borers. 

1. Spotted boll worm— Earias fabia F. and Earias tnsulana B. {Noctuidae), 
Major pest. The caterpillars are black with white irregular patches. They 
•bore into the top shoots, buds and bolls. The attacked bolls have punctures 
which are prominent because of the excreta; active throughout the season. 

2. Pink boll worm— Platyedra gossypieUa S. {Gelcchiadae), Major pest; 
caterpillars, pink in colour, they bore into the bolls and feed on seed. Active 
from September to March. 

3. Stem borer— Sphenoptera gossypii K. (Buprestidae). Minor pest. The 
grubs bore into the stem near the ground level and cause slight jewelling. In 
serious cases the attacked plants may die. 

SasQ beiBp. 

Cfotalaria funcea, .Sown in June. Harvested from October to November. 

A. Root feeders—None. 

B. Lr.\f feeders. 

4 . Biting ; 

I. Sann leaf caterpillar— Vtetheisa puXchella L. {Arctiadae), Major pest. 
'pie hairy caterpillars feed on leaves and defoliate the plants. Pupation either 
tn the leaf folds or in the soil. There are 3-4 generations from June to Sep- 
^mber. 

JI. Sucking ; 

1. Leaf hoppet-^Empoasca sp. {Jassidae), Minor pest, (vide * . 

10 
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C. Borer. 

t. Shoot borer —Laspeyresia pseulonecHs Meyr. {Bucostnirae). Occasionally 
recorded as a minor pest. The caterpillars bore into the shoots and are active 
during July and August. 

Tebecce. 

NicoHana tahacum. Seedlings raised from July to August; transplanted in 
September; harvested from January to February. 

A. Root feeders—None. 

B. Leaf feeders. 

I. Biting : 

1. Surface grasshopper— Chrotogonus sp. Minor pest, (vide Jowar) 

2. Tobacco caterpillars— Prodenia litura F. (Noctuidae). Minor pest. Black 
and stout caterpillars are occasionally seen feeding on leaves. Pupation in the 
soil. There are 3-4 generations from September to January. 

3. Cut worms— A gratis ypsilon Rott. (Noctuidae). Black and stout cater¬ 
pillars remain hidden in the soil during day and cut thd plants near the ground 
level at night, and feed on the leaves. There may be 2-3 generations from 
August to October. 

4. Brown cricket— Brachytrypes portentosus Licht. (Gryllidae). Minor pest. 
The adults cut the plants near the ground level and feed on them. Damage 
is serious during September. 


C. Borers. 

I. Stem borer —Gnorimoschema (Phthorimaea) heliopa L. (Gelechiadae), 
Major pest. Small caterpillars bore into the stem and may cause the death 
of the plant. Two generations are passed in a season. 

Potato 

Solanum tuberosum. Planted in July and November; harvested in Septem¬ 
ber and February. 

A. Leaf feeding. 

1 . • Biting : 

1. Cut worm —Agroiis ypsilon Rott. Major pest, (vide Tobacco). 

Cl. Sucking: 

I. Leaf hopper —Empoasca .sp. Major pest, (vide Cotton). 

B. Borers. 

1, Tuber moth —Gnorimoschema operculclla Z. (Gelechiadae). Major pest. 
Dirty, white caterpillars bore into the tubers and occasionally the buds. Exter¬ 
nally black excreta is seen at the eyes. There are about 4-6 generatic^s 
throughout the year. The pest is more serious during the hot months. 

CiiaifMtf .—Sown in June, October and February; harvested from time to time: 

A. Leaf FEBDiNd. 

L jBiting: 

I. Pumpkin beetles —Aulacophora abdominalis Fb. and Aulacophora excavata 
Fb. (Chrysomelidae). Major pest. Red and black beetles are seen feeding on- 
leaves which are badly damaged. The germinating seedlings when attacked 
are practically destroyed. The immature stages are found in the soil. The 
grubs cause appreciable damage by boring into the roots and stems as well 
as the fruits which come in contact with the soil. The pest is active from- 
Madch ‘ td October. • , 

’ '“*2, Epilkchna beeiit^Epilachna 28 puncta F. and Bpilachna 12 puncta M. 
ICiitcmeUidae). Major pest. The adults are orange coloured with 12 or 28 
black dots on the body, while the grubs are haiiy and both the adults and 
grubs feed on the underside of leaves. The adults eat leaf areas while the 
grubs feed on the leaf tissue, imparting ragged appearance. There may 
3 generalfpQS ftW July to September. 
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n. Sticking : 

I. Aphis maliHse K. Major pest, (vide Jowar) 
in. Feeding on flowers : 

1. Banded blister beetles— Zonabris fostulata Thunb. Minor pest, (vide 
Bajfi), 

B. Borbrs. 

j. Fruit fiy’-^haeiodacus cucurhitae Coq. Chaetodacus zonatus 5 . {Trypae- 
nidae). Major pest. White legless maggots bore into the fruits and cause 
their rotting. Pupation takes place in the soil. There may be 6 generations 
from May to January, but they overlap. 

Croclfcroat vegcUbies. 

Both Kharif as well as Rahi. 

I. Leaf feeding : 

1. Diamond back moth— Plutella maculipennis C. (PluteXlidae), Minor pest. 
Slender green caterpillars bite holes and feed on the foliage where they pupate. 
Active both on Kharif and Rabi crops. 

2. Lucerne caterpillar— Laphygma exigua Hb. Minor pest, (vide Jowar) 

3. Tobacco caterpillar— Prodenia litura F. Major pest, (vide Tobacco), 

4. Mustard saw-fly— Athalia proximo K. (Tenthredinidae). Major pest. The 
grubs are black, which feed on the underside of leaves and drop down with 
the slightest touch. The damage is done by biting holes and skeletonising 
the leaves. Active from June to November. 

Brialal. 

Solanum melongena. Seedlings raised in June—July, and October—Decem¬ 
ber. Harvested when the fruits are ready. 

A. Leaf fbeding. 

I. Biting : 

1. Epilachna beetle— Epilachna dodecastima M. and Epilachna 28 punctata 
F. Minor pest, (vide Cucurbits), 

2. Leaf roller— Eublemma olivacea W. (Noctuidae), Minor pest. The green 
caterpillar rolls the leaves and leads a concealed life. The pest is commonly 
met witii in the winter crop. 

II . Sucking: 

i. Aphis —Myeus persicae S. Minor pest, (vide Jowar), 

B. Borers. 

1. Stem borer— Euzophera perticella Rag. (Pyralidae), Minor pest. 
Caterpillars bore into the stem and may kill the plant. Generally attacks 
winter and summer crops. It is also recorded boring into tomato plants. 

2. Fruit borer-^Leucinodes orbonalis G. (Pyralidae), Major pest^ Cater¬ 
pillars pink, bore in the top shoots as well as the fruits which are rendered 
unremarkable. Winter crop is damaged severely. One generation may 
take 4-5 weeks. 

Sweet peitlo. 

Ipomoea batatas. Grown throughout the year. 


, ^ A. Leaf feeders. 

I. Biting: . . 

I. Hawk moth —Herse convolvuli L. (Sphingidae), Minor pest. The cater¬ 
pillar is stout and grey, provided with an anal horn. It feeds on the leaves and 
damages them. Commonly met with from July to October. One ]ife*cycle 
i^edpies 10-12 weeks; pupation In the soil. 


B. Borers. 

I. Tuber weevil-^ylos forrmcarius Pb. (Curculionidae), Major pest. Bdth 
Che adults and grubs tunnel Into die tubers and cause Chelr rotting. Oc^ 
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sionally the vines may also be damaged which wither ultimately. The adults 
may also feed on the leaves. 

Cli.lUes. 

Capsicum, Seedlings raised during June-July; transplanted July-August and 
harvested October-February. 


1 . 


A. Leaf feeders. 

Biting : 

I. Lucerne caterpillar— Laphygma exigua Hb. Minor pest, (vide Jowar). 


11 . Sucking: 

1. Thrips— Thrips tabacci L. (Thnpidae). Major pest. Minute, pale insects 
feed on the underside of leaves and cause their curling. In severe cases 
the plants absolutely wither out. 

2. Mites—Major pest. Damage similar to that of thrips. 

Betelvine. 


Piper betel. Perennial crop. Plucked whtm ready for harvest. 


A. Leaf feeders. 

I. Sucking : 

I. Leaf-bug — Disphinctus maesarum Kirk. (Capsidae). Major pest. Both 
the nymphs and the adults suck the sap from leaves as a result of which black 
spots appear. Active from June-December. Each generation may occupy 4-6 
weeks. 

OIL SEEDS 

Qroundnut. 

Arachis hypogea. Sown in June-July: harvested during November-December. 

A. Root (eedkr.s. 
i. White ants, (vide Sugarcane). 

B. Leaf feeders. 

I . Biting: 

1. Leaf roller— Anartia ephippias Meyr. (Gelechiadae). Minor pest. Cater¬ 
pillars roll the leaves and feed inside. 

II. Sucking : 

1. Pod bug —Aphanus sordidus F. (Lygaeidae). Minor pest. Both the 
nymphs and adults suck the oil from the pods which give out rancid smell. 

One generation takes about 4-5 weeks. It is more a pest in the store 
than in the held. 

Caftor. 

Ricinus communis. Sown in June or September; harvested in September 
.and February. 

A , Leaf feeders. 

L Biting: 

1. Castor semi-looper— Archoea janala {Noctuidae), Major pest. 
Black caterpillars feed on leaves and skeletonise them. Active from June- 
October. One generation occupies 4-5 weeks. Pupation in the soil. 

2. Hairy caterpillar— Pericallia ricini F. (Arctiadae), Minor pest. Brown 
haiiy ^caterpillars feed gregariously on leaves. Active from June* October. 
Pupation in the soil. 

3. Castor butterfly— tnetion^ Cr. (Nymphalidae), Minor pest. The 
caterpillars feed on leaves, and occasionally may defoliate the plants. 

4. Woolly caterpillar— Trabala vishnu Lef. (Lasiocampidae), Minor pest. 
Small woolly caterpillars feed on leaves during the Kharif season only. It is 
j^enerally a sporadic pest. 

5. Slug caterpillar—Patasa Upida O. (Umacodidae). Minor pest. The 
young larvae are gregarious, later on they live solitary life; The white shell- 

like cocoons are found clu^ere 4 on stems. * 
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II. Sucking : 

1. Mealy wings —Trialeurodes ricini M. (Aleyrodidae), Minor pest. Nymphs 
feed on the underside of the leaves on which black mould develops. All the 
stages are found on the leaves during th 9 growing period of the plants. 

2. Leaf hopper —Etnpoasca sp. Minor pest, (vide Cotton). 

B. Borers. 

1. Shoot and capsule borer —Dichocrocis pum ttferalis G. (Pyralidae). Occa¬ 
sionally a serious pest. Dark brown caterpillars bore* and cut the tender 
shoots and also web the sr.*eds. Pupation in silken c(>coon in the shoot or 
capsule. 

Sesarnttm, 

Sesamum indicum. Sown from June, harvested from September. 

A. Leaf feeders. 


1 . Biting: 

1. Leaf roller —Antigastra catalaunatis^ D. {Pyralidae). Minor pest. Small 
greenish caterpillars with dark tubercles; roll up and web the leaves and may 
also bore in the shoots and pods. Considerable damage may be caused in the 
seedling stage. Active from July-September, 

U. Sucking : 

i. Pod bug —Aphanus sordidus K, (vide Groundnut). 

B. Borers. 

I. Gall-fly —Asphondylia sesami Felt. (Cecidotnyidae). Minor pest. The adutls 
are like mosquitoes. The maggots bore into the flower buds or stem and pro¬ 
duce gall-like structures. 

3. Leaf caterpillar —Acherontia styx West. (Sphingidae). Minor pest. Stout 
and green caterpillars with anal horn, feed on leaves. There are tw’o gene¬ 
rations from July-December. Pupation in the soil. 


PULSES. 


Tor. 

Cajanus indicus. Sown from July and harvested from December. 


A. Leaf feeders. 

I. Biting: 

i. Aphis —Aphis medicaginis Koch. Minor pest, (vide ]owar). 

B. Borers. 

1. Pod borer —Exelastes atomosa W. (Pterophoridae). Major pest. The 
caterpillars are greenish brown, slightly hairy. They .bore into the pods and 
feed on the seeds. Pupation on the pods. One generation occupies about 
3-4 weeks. 

2. Gram pod borer —HeJiothis obsoleta F. Minor pest, (vide Gram). 

3. Pod butterfly —Catochrysops {Enchrysops) Cnejus Fb. (Lycaenidae). 
Minor pest. Green slug-like caterpillars feed on pods and damage the 
contents. 

4. Podfly— Agromyeu ohtusa M. (Agromyzidae). Major pest. The maggots 
bdre into the seeds when they are green. Attacked pods present a shrivelled 
appearance. One generation occupies about 3 weeks. 

n. Sucking: 

I. linearis F. (Coreidae)* Minor pest. Dark brown 

bugs feed on the sap from the pods and cause their shrivelling. Active from 

September-Karch* 
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2. Yodbug^ClavigraUa gibbosa S. (Coreidae). Major pest. Small sised 
bu|(t, bfx>wn in colour. There are 4-5 generations from November*Marcb and 
eadi cycle may occupy about 4 weeks. 

Qraa. 

Cicer arietinum. 


A. Leaf feeders. 


I. Biting: 

Cut worm —Agrotis ypsilon Rott. Major pest, (vide Cruciferous vege* 
tables). 


B. Borers. 

Pod borei :—Heliothis ohsoleta F. Major pest. The young caterpillars 
feed on foliage and when grown up enter the Pods and destroy the seeds. 
Pupation in an earthern cocoon in the soil. There may be 4-6 generations in 
a year. 

Peas. 

Pisutn sativum. 


' A. Leaf feeders. 

I . Biting: 

1. Lucerene caterpillar —Laphygma exigua Hb. (vide Jowar). 

2. Tobacco caterpillar —Prodetiia litura F. (vide Tobacco). 

II. Sucking : 

I. Aphis —Macrosiphum pisi Kalt. Major pest, (vide Jowar). 

B. Borers. 

1. Pod borer —Heliothis ohsoleta F. Major j)est. (vide Gram), 

Maog. 

Phaseolus radiatus. 


A . Leaf feeders. 

I. Hawk moth —Herse convolvuli L. Minor pest, (vide Sweet potato). 
PEST OF FRUITS AND FRUIT TREES. 

Mange. 

Mangifera indica. 


A. Affbctiho roots.. 

1. White ants —Termites sp. Major pest, (vide Sugarcane). 

B. Leaf fbebdbrs. 

1 . Biting: 

1. Slug Caterpillars —Parasa lepida Cram. (Limacodidae). Minor pest. 
Caterpillars feed on leaves, mostly found on mango during December-March. 
t^ound shell-like cocoons are found in clusters on tree-trunks. The larval spines 
cause considerable itching if handled without covering the hands. 

2. Leaf caterpillar —Euthalia garuda M. (Nymphalidae). Minor pest. Beau¬ 
tiful green caterpillars are observed feeding on the leaves. The pest may be 
found throughout the year. 

. 3. Mango leaf webbing caterpillar —exvinaea W. iNoctuidae). 

Minor pest. The caterpillars bind the leaves with silken threads and feed 
on green ti^e. Often the damage is serious during August to March. 
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1]« Sucking: ^ 

1. Mango hopper —Idiocenis utkiriconi L.» Jdiocerus nivecspatsus L. and 
Idiscefus clypealis L, (Jassidac). M^or peats. Both the nymphs and adults 
feed on the nap of tender leaves atm inflorescence as a result of which the 
flowers fall off without setting any fruits. * Honey dew* secreted by the insects 
•develops sooty mould and imparts blackish appearance to the plants. Breeding 
takes place twice during December-February and June and July. One gene¬ 
ration occupies about a-3 Weeks. 

2. Coccids, Major pest in three species. Both the nymphs and adults feed 
on sap. They cover the fruits and twigs in serious cases. Their presence 
attracts red ants. 


C. Borers. 

]. Soot borers : 

X. Mango shoot borer— Chlumetia transversa W. (Noctuidae). Major pest. 
The caterpillars bore into the growing shoots. Young grafted seedlings are 
severely damaged and may even be killed. Active from July—December. 

2. Leaf and twig miner— Acrocercops sp. (Gracillariadae). Minor pest. 
The caterpillars attack very young leaves and fresh twigs. In case of seedlings 
some damage takes place. Active from November-April. 

3. Castor capsule borer— Dichocrocis punctiferalis G. Minor pest, (vide 
Castor). 

II. Stem borers : 

1. Mango stem borer— BatOiera rubus L. (Ceratnbycidae). Major pest. The 
grubs bore into stems or branches as a result of which the plant may ultimately 
die. The pest is active throughout the year, one generation may take more 
than 12 months. 

2. Branch borer— Arhela teiraonis M. (Arhelidae). Minor pest. The cater¬ 
pillars occasionally bore into the branches and cause their death. It attacks 
various other trees besides mango. 

III, Fruit borers : 

1. Fruit flies— Chaeiodacus ferrugineus F. and Chaetodacus zonatus S. and 
varieties of Chaetodacus ferrugineus. Minor pests. The maggots bore into the 
ripening fruits and render them useless for consumption. Pupation takes place 
in the soil. There may be 2-3 generations during the mango season. They 
also attack many other fruits. 

D. General pests. 

I. Red ants— Oecophylla smaragdina Fb. {Formicidae). They do not cause 
any direct damage to the plant but indirectly protect the coccids and white 
flies and cause their spread all over the plantation which results in considerable 
•damage. They are also a nuisance at the time of harvest, 

Pomegraiuite. 

Pumica granatuni. 


A. Root feeders—None. 

B. Leaf feeders. 

I . Biting: 

I. Castor semilooper— Archoea {anata L. (Noctuidae). Minor pest. The 
caterpillars are black which occa.sionally feed on leaves and defoliate the plants. 
Pupation takes place in the soil. The pest is active from June—December, 
during which period 3-4 generation are passed. 

II. Sucking: 

X. Aphis. Minor pest. Both the adults and nymphs suck the sap especially 
from tender shoots and reduce the vitality of the plants. Active practically 
throughout. 

2* Coccids. Minor pest. Both the nymphs and adults feed on leaves ax^d 
tender shoots and in serious cases the plants may wither. 
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C. Borers. 

1. I^ruit borer —Virachola isocratcs F. (Lycaenidae). Major pest. The cater- 
pHlars are black which bore into the fruits and render them incdtble. The 
damage continues throughout the year and one generation occupies about 4—6^ 
weeks. 

Citrus. 

‘Citrus sp. 


A. Root feeding. 

I. White ants— termites sp. Minor pest, (vide Sugarcafte) 

B. Leaf feeding. 

I. Biting: 

1. Lemon butte»*tly— Papilio demoleus L. (Papiltonidue), Minoi pest, J'lie 
caterpillars are green in colour and feed on le.aves. In nurseries the seedlings 
may be absolutely defoliated. The pupae stick to the leaves, an<l the adults 
are noticed throughout the year. 

2. Leaf miner— Phyllocnistis citrella S. (Lyonetiadae). Minor pe.st. 'J'he 
caterpillars mine the leaves and feed in between two epidermal layers. The 
damage continues throughout the year. 

II . Sucking : 

1. Coccids— Chrysomphalus aonidum Riley, and Pseudococcu:^ citri R. Majui 
pests. Both leaves and fruits are attacked. The infested fruits lose attrac- 
tion. The second speciec may also attract the red ants. 

2. White flies— Dialcurodes citri A. {Aleyrodidae). Major pest. Black 
nymphs are seen feeding on the underside of leavc.s. ‘Honey dew* secreted 
by the pest develops sooty mould W'hich interferes with the photosynthesis. 
Active from October—February. 

3. Aphis —Toxoptera aurantii Boy. Major pest. Beth the adults and nymphs 
feed on the sap of growing shoots and in .severe cases the growth of the plant 
is con.siderably checked. Active practically throughout the year. 

C. Fruit sucking. 

I. Fruit sucking moths —Ophideres fullonica L. and Ophideres materna L. 
(Noctuidae), Major pest. The caterpillars feed on some wild plants. The 
adults are the real pests since they puncture the fruits and feed on the juice 
The fruits thus damaged begin to rot and drop down. Active from July to 
October. 


D. Borers. 

1. Fruit fly —Chactodacus ferrugineus F. and varieties. Minor pest, (vide 
Mango). 

2. Red ants —Oecnphylla smaragdina F. Major pest, (vide Mango), 

0a«V8. 

Bsidum guava. 


A. Leaf sucking. 

I. Mealy bugs —Pulvinaria psidii M. {Coccidaey Major pest. The nym¬ 
phs and adults feed on leaf sap. Sooty mould is developed on the ‘Honey 
dew’ secreted by them and the entire plant becomes black and sticky. 

B. Borers. 

1. Stem borer —Arhela tetraonis Mo. Minor pest, (vide Mango). 

a. Castor capsule borer—Bfcbocram punctiferalis G. (Pyralidae). Minor 
pest, (vide Castor). 

Vitis vinefera. 
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A. Lkaf feeders, 

I. Biting: 

1. Leaf beetle —Sceiodonta strigicoltis Mots. {ChryiomeUdae), Major pesi. 
The adults feed on growing shcKJts and leaves. They resemble ‘Udid* grain 
and therefore known as Udadya beetles. The immature stages are passed in the 
soil and the damage after October pruning is most serious. 

2. Cockchafer beetle —Adorettn omths Bl. Minor pest, (vide Sugatcane), 

II. Sucking : 

I. Thrips —Rhipiphorothripi cruentatu\ H. (Thripidae), Minor pest. The 
nymphs, and adults feed on leaf sap and in severe infesritton the shoots may 
wither away. 

Plantain. 

Musa sapientum. 


A . Leaf FKhr>EKs 

1. Tobacco caterpillar —Prodenia Itiura F. Minor pest, (vide Tobacco). 

2. Hairy caterpillar —Pericallia ricini F. [Archadae), Minor pest. Brown 
hairy caterpillars feed gregariously on the leaves. Only one generation attacks 
the plantation during July and August. 

B. Borers. 

I. Stem and root borer —Cosmopolites sordidus G. (Curculionidae), Minor 
pest. Dirty white, legless grubs bore inta the roots and stem. The adults 
afe black with a conspiaious snout. Br^^ding takes place throughout the 
year. 

Cncoait paloi. 

Cocos nucifera. 


A. LkaI' feeders. 


I. Biting: 

I. Black headed caterpillar —Nephantis serinopa M. {Xyloryctidae), Major 
pest. The caterpillars prepare galleries of their own excreta and lead hidden 
life on the underside of leaves. The damaged leaf appears as if scorched 
One generation occupies about 5-6 weeks. Active during the monsoons. 

B. Borers. 


1 . Soot borers : 

I. Palm beetle —Oryctes rhinoceros I^. (Dynastidae). Major pest. Adults 
are black beetles with a horn-like projection on the head, shining above and 
hairy below. They bore into the growing shoots and kill the fronds. The 
immature stages are met witli in the manure pits. Only one generation in a 
year. 

I. Palm weevil —Rhynchophorus ferrugineus F. (Curculionidae), Majot- 
pest. The adult is reddisli-brown weevil. The grub bores into the growing 
shoots and damages them seriously. 
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Dwarka B. Joshi, m.sc. 

Botany Department, Royal Institute of Science, Bombay. 

{With 5 graphs and 8 plates) 
INTRODUCTION. 

The immensity of the field of algal ecology and the diversity 
of its problems have been recognized by most algologists, who 
also emphasize the value of one aspect of the subject, vis. prolong¬ 
ed periodical observation of the algal flora of any piece of water. 
This is very necessary, since algal species are known to appear 
and disappear with startling rapidity. 

Fritsch (1906, 1907) was the first to iiulicale the lines along 
which research in algal ecology would be useful. Later, with Rich, 
in a series of papers (1907, 1909, 1913), they pointed out that 
-small bodies of water such as pools and ponds are very suitable 
for demonstrating the relations between external comlitions and 
algal growth, as they readily react to changes in the meteorolo¬ 
gical and other conditions. 

Among other contributors to the subject were Transeau (1913, 
1916) who made continuous records, extending over a number of 
years, of algal conditions in Central Illinois and Griffiths (1916, 
1922, 1923, 1925-27, 1927), who made an attempt to elucidate the 
factors determining the composition of the water solution of p(K)ls 
in different parts of England, and consequently the occurrence of 
the plankton. Similar studies were made by Hodgetts (1921, 
1922), Atkins and Harris (1924, 1925), Howland (1931), Lind (1938) 
and others. 

Though Iyengar (1928, 1938), Biswas (1932) and Ghose (1933) 
have all stressed the need, for such work, the only contributions 
from India so far have come from Pruthi (1933), who worked on 
the seasonal succession of the algal flora of an artificial tank in 
Calcutta, and correlated the occurrence of the different species with 
the physical and chemical condition of the water, Ganapati (1940, 
1941, 1943), who worked on the same lines in Madras, and a few 
others. 

In India however, owing to the diverse climatic conditions, the 
inferences drawn at one place will not be applicable to another. It 
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was therefore decided to study the algae of the ponds around Bom* 
bay systematically for at least a year, and to correlate the quantity 
and nature of the algae present in the different seasons with the 
chemical and physical features of the water and the prevailing 
meteorological conditions. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE TANK. 

The first piece of water selected for study was a tank situated at Bandra 
to the north of Bombay. It is known as the Motha Tank (Bombay Gaueite, 
1882) and is close to the railway station. It is approximately six acres in 
area and roughly quadrilateral in shape (Fig. i). On its western and eastern 



Fig. I. —Plan of the Tank- at Bandra. 

sideS) It is bounded by public roads. To the south is a by-lane, on the other 
side of which ate a number of huts, whose occupants make free use of the 


The identity of the fepecies of Lemna is uncertain. 
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water of the tank for washing and other purposes. On the northern side 1 % 
a wall, flanking which are a number of buildings. 

The tank is exposed to the lull force ol iht* sun and the wind, and hence 

is more easily afiected by variations in meteorological conditions. Its main 

supply of water is from rain received during the monsoon. During the latter 
half of the monsoon, it overflows through an outlet into a low ^levcl street 
drain. The average depth of the tank is 12 feet, the maximum level in the 
monsoon being 15 feet. The depth towards the end of May in the middle is 
h feet. 

A study of this tank is of additional interest, as it is used by the Department 
of Fisheries, Bombay, lor stocking and breeding tieshwater fisli, I’earsall ^ 

(1924) has laid considerable emphasis on the economic importance of limnolo¬ 

gical studies, on account of their relation to problems conn«*cied W'ith freshw^ator 
fisheries. 


PHANEROGAMIC VEGETATION OF Till- TANK, 

In this tank there is a profusion of w’atcr weeds. The thief torm is NeJumha 
nucifera Gaertn. (Nelumbium Speciosum Willd.) which covers practically the 
whole surlace and is not restricted to any definite region (Photograph i). Ex¬ 
cept for Nelumbo, the plants are not found scattered indiscriminately all over 
the tank, but there is some sort of zonation. The first /one consists of 
Lemna.t Eichhornia crassipes Solms., Pistia Strattoies Linn, and Ipomoea 
aquatica Fosk. The second zone consists of Ceratophyllum dcmrrsutn Linn., 
together with which on the eastern side may be mixed Hydrtla iferticiltata PresL 
The centre of the tank is occupied chiefly liy Poiamof^cion tttdicus Roxb., and 
a small amount of Ceratophyllum and Hydrilla, In addition the following plants 
-have occasionally been found, viz. Limnanihemum indicum Thw., L, crislatum 
sp. Griseb., Naias, Wolffia Michelii Sch. 

When the pond dries up in summer (Photograph 2) numerous grasses spring 
up and .shepherds utilize the dry portion as a grazing ground for their flocks. 

METHODS. 

Collections of the algae were made once a fortnight from along the sidc.s 
of the lank and from the middle. The frequencies of the various species 

were noted according to the method of Howland (1931) (cf, also Gonzalves and 
Joshi, 1943). The quantity of the larger algae was estimated from generaf 

impression obtained after observation made in the open field. The diatoms 
were not taken into account in the investigation. 

METEOROLOGICAL DATA. 

nie meteorological data viz. for temperature, sunshine value and rainfall 
were obtained from the Bombay Observatory. The monthly average tempera¬ 
ture was calculated from the maximum and minimum temperatures each dav. 
The monthly average sunshine value was calculated from the values of daily 
hours of bright sumshine. The rainfall for the month repre,sent?i the total rain¬ 
fall received during the month. The meteorological data from December 
1940 to November 1041, during which lime the lank was under observation, 

arc given in Appendix I. The rainfall for the year was only 34.19 inches, 

very near the minimum (33-4 inches) recorded during the last 90 years. Conse¬ 
quently in most of the months the maximum temperature exceeded the average. 
The graphs showing the average temperature, rainfall and hours of bright 
sunshine are shown in Fig. 2. 

CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF THE WATER. 

Every month the water was chemically analysed. In order to calculate 
the results statistically, eight samples of water from different parts of the 
tank were each month analysed for (i) dissolved oxygen, (2) free carbon 
dioxide, ,(3) total dissolved solids, (4) tqtal hardness, (5) oxdisable organic mat¬ 
ter, (6) free ammonia, {7) albuminoid ammonia, (8) nitrites, (9) nitrates, (io)> 
carbonates, (ii) bkarbonates, (12) chlorides, {13) phosphates and (14) pH, The 
results are given in Appendix I and were in all cases found to be statistically 
significant. The samples were collected as far as possible every time between 
ft a.m. end 12 noon. 
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Dissolved Oxygen. 

The dissolved oxyf^en was estimated by Winkler’s method (Public Health 
Chemical Analysis, pg. 96). 

The oxygen content ol any piece, of water as mentioned by Ganapati (1Q40) 
depends on the composite eHect of the following lactors:—(i) the solubility 
of oxygen depending upon the temperature at the time of sample collection, 
(2) the intensity of illumination, (3) photosynthetic activity of the vegetation, 
<4) respiratory processes, (5) wind action and (6) abundance of vegetation. Con- 



F}g. d««-^ra|»bs showing meteorological data and variations in ^the 
£ree Cog and Dissolved Oxygen of the water of the Tank, 
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sidering the first factor, it can be seen from the results that periods of high 
temperature were, except in a few cases, periods of low oxygen content (Fig. 2). 

The intensity of illumination had a limited effect on the dissolved oxygen 
content. During the months of December, January and February, when the 
sunshine values were high, the amount of dissolved oxygen was also high; 
but in May and October, though the hours of bright sunshine were very high, 
there was a fall in the oxygen content, due to causes which will be discussed 
later. 

The algae and phanerogams, both qualitatively and quantitatively were found 
in very healthy condition in January, February and March. Except for March, 
the amount of dissolved oxygen in these months was unusually high. This is 
natural because the greater the amount of vegetation, the greater the asssimila- 
tlon and the consequent liberation of oxygen. The fall in the oxygen content 
in the month of March may probably be due to the removal of some of the 
aquatic plants from the tank. About this time the fish were also in abundance. 
According to Pearsall (1924), an increase in the amount of fish is normally 
correlated with an increase in the abundarfee of plankton organisms and Is 
also dependent on the physico-chemical condition of the water. The fish utilize' 
the oxygen of the pond in respiration, but the abundant vegetation during 
photo^nthesis returns much more oxygen to the water. 

In the rains active assimilation cannot take place due to cloudy weather 
and hence the respiratory activities are m'ore marked. A fall In the oxygen 
content is therefore natural. This however, was not observed. In all probability 
there was less demand on the oxygen, since the amount of vegeiaiion was 
less during the monsoon and the number of fish was also few, a large num¬ 
ber of them having been removed from the tank at the end of May Another 
factor, however, played a more important part at this time. Due to the action 
of wind, the water was oxygenated by mechanical admixture of air and watci 
particles. 

The fall In oxygen content in May was due to the temperature* and to 
the unhealthy condition of the vegetation. At the end of the hot season, there 
was greater consumption of oxygen to oxidise the disintegrating plants. The 
dissolved oxygen in the water of this tank is thus influenced by a number 
of factors, the two most important being temperature and the aquatic vegetation. 

2. Free Carbon Dioxide. ' 

Free carbon dioxide was estimated volumetrically using phenolpthalein as 
indicator according to the method given by Thresh, Peale and Suckling (i933)» 

p. 307. ^ 

The free carbon dioxide in any water varies somewhat rapidly. In this 
tank it was completely depleted in January, February and March. After March, 
owing to the photosynthetic activity of the vegetation, it increased and the 
maximum was reached in May, due to decay of organic matter. A steady fall 
followed • with only a slight rise in August and September (cf. Appendix I). 

There was a slight degree of relationship between the sunshine values and 
the free carbon dioxide. The frotj carbon dioxide did not always vary Inversely 
with the oxygen content. A definite relation to the pH and bicarbonates was 
noticeable. Except for July and November, the free carbon dioxide content 
was always inversely proportional to the pH (Fig. 2). Howland (1931) and 
Pearsall (1930) also observed the same relationship. 

3. Total Solids. 

They were estimated according to the method given in Public Health Che¬ 
mical Analysis, p. 68. 

The amount of total solids was low in the cold season, high in the hot 
season and decreased in the monsoon. The slight fall in February might have 
been due to the rain received in the preceding mon^h, as also to greater ab¬ 
sorption due to increase in numbers and development of the algae and phane¬ 
rogams. In May, most of the vegetation was decaying and so a rise in the 
amount of dissolved solids was natural, asr the products oi decaying matter were 
returned to the water. The total solids varied in proportion to the temperature 
(Figs. 2, 3), and nearly always varied inversely to the water level. In June 
however, there was no immediate fall in the epount of dissolved solids, even 
though the^ rainfall was 10.33 inches. Transeau (>916) has shown that high salt 
^^ecsiwdtratfbn does hot always coincide with low Water level, as the rains bnng 



FRESHWATER ALGAE NEAR BOMBAY 




in soluble salts as well as silt, clay and suspensoids which settle slowly at 
the bottom of the pond. Hodgetts (1921) also found that the water level and 
the amount of dissolved salts were not always inversely proportionate. 

There was a clear relation between the pH and solids in the first half of 
the year. When the former was high, the latter was low and vice versa; but 
in the latter half of the year, the relationship was not so apparent. 

4. Total Hardness, 

Estimations* were made according to the soap method (Public Health Che¬ 
mical Analysis, p. 84). Results are given in degrees of hardness. ^ 

According to Thresh, Beale and Suckling (1933, p. 21) the water can be 
classified as fairly hard. In the cold weather, the values for hardness were 
fairly low (Fig. 3) due to precipitatio<\ of the carbonates by the abundant water 
plants. A rapid increase occurred in the hot season due to increase in the 
amount of bicarbonates. Low figures were obtained during the monsoon pro¬ 
bably as a result of the rainfall and the consequent dilution of the water. 
The hardness varied inversely with the water level except on one occasion, 
vie, in February. 

5. Oxidisahlc Or game Matter. 

Tidy’s modification of the Forschammer’s process was used in the estima¬ 
tion of organic matter (Public Health Chemical Analysis, p. 93). 

The amount of organic matter was moderately low in the beginning of the 
year; but with the onset of th(* hot weather and the consequent decay of vege¬ 
tation, the values increased till the maximum was reached in May. The begin¬ 
ning of the monsoon caused a lowering of the values, till the minimum was 
reached in August. The amount of oxidisable organic matter rose towards the 
end of the year (cf. Appendix I and Fig. 3). 


6 . Free Ammonia. 

it was estimated by Wanklyn’s Process (Public Health Chemical Analysis, 
P‘ 77 )‘ 

In the beginning of the cold season, there was a fall in the amount cf 
free ammonia, till the minimum was reached at the end of the season. A 
rise in April was followed by a* fall in May. During the rains, the values for 
free ammonia were very high, the maximum being reached in August. This 
was probably due to washings from the surrounding areas being brought into 
the water by the rains. After August there was a gradual fall till November 
(cf. Appendix 1 and Fig. 3). 


7. Albuminoid Ammonia. 

It was estimated by Wanklyn’s process (cf. above). 

After December there was a fall in albuminoid ammonia, till the mini¬ 
mum was reached in February and March. Then it increased till a fairly 
large amount was present in May and June, when masses of vegetation were 
in the process of decay. During the monsoon, there was a decrease in albu¬ 
minoid apunonia till August, followed by an increase in the remaining months 
of the year. On the whole except for February and March, there seemed to 
be some correlation between albutttlnoid ammonia and organic matter. 

8. Nitrites. 

They were estimated by Ilsovay’s Napthylamine Test {Journal of the Marine 
biological Association, Vol. 14, p. 56). 

B Nitrites were only found in traces throughout the year. 

9. Nitrates. 

They were estimated by Frederick’s modification of the Phenolsulphonic 
sulphuric apid methtKl (Public Health Chemical Analysis, p. 81). ^ 

From December the nitrates decreased gradually till the minimum was 
reached in February, Then they rose with the rains, till the maximum was 
reached in July, after 'n^hich there Was a fall. i 

When vegetative activity waa Jftigh; nitrates ^were depleted by the phanero¬ 
gams and green algae. At the end of the hot season, the nitrates were fairly 
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monsoon, probably due to by Ihe rains, and to the disturbed 

cmI o "^hXWSg 3). 

4ifter heavy rainfall. 



Pic. 1.—Graphs showing variations in tho chemical 
^ ^ water of the tank. 


constituents of the 
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10. Carbonates, 

They were estimated by the acid-alkalinity method. (Sutton, p. 65). 

They were found only tor three months when carbon dioxide was absent. 
According to Ganapati (1941) the period of active photosynthesis is a period of 
greater formation than destruction of organic matter. In the absence of free 
carbon dioxide, the green plants utilise the carbon dioxide from- the bicarbo¬ 
nates for assimilatory purposes and the result is the precipitation of the less 
soluble carbonates. 

11. Bicarhonates. 

They were estimated by the acid-alkalinity method, (cf. above). 

The bicarbonates were variable in the cold season. The low values in Feb¬ 
ruary were probably due to the causes enumerated above. The rise in March 
may have been due to the removal of some of Jhe green plants and the conse¬ 
quent lowering of the rate of photosynthesis. *The large amount of decaying 
vegetation accounts for the rise at the end of the hot season. After the hot 
season, there was a steady decrease in the bicarbonates, which remained fairly 
low and almost constant during the monsoon. 

12. Chlorides. 

They were estimated by the standard AgN03 method using potassium chro¬ 
mate as an indicator (Public Health Chemical Analysis, p. 70). 

The values for chlorides seemed to depend on the water level. When the 
water level was decreasing and the concentration consequently increasing, the 
chlorides also increased. In April and May, the amount of chlorides was there¬ 
fore high, while the water level was very low (Fig. 3). With the rise in water 
level due to the rains and the consequent dilution of the water, the amount of 
chlorides diminished. 

13. Phosphates, 

They were estimated colorimetrically by the method given by Atkins (1923) 
(cf.‘ the Coeruleomolybdic Method of Deniges, Journal of the Marine Biological 
Association, Vol. 13, p. 144). 

The values for phosphates were fairly low and more or less constant. Their 
production was continuous throughout the year by bacterial action, as also by 
contamination of the tank by human agencies. They are among the important 
nutrient substances found in pieces of water. The slight fall in phosphates in 
the cold season was due to utilization by the green vegetation during photo¬ 
synthesis. Atkins (1923) found that the values for phosphates in ponds were 
considerably less in the months in which photosynthesis is active. In this 
tank the fall in phosphates was not so apparent. 

14. pH. 

The pH was determined in the field roughly with Universal Indicator. In 
the laboratory the pH was again determined using Beckmann’s pH meter with 
the glass electrode. 

The pH value was highest in the cold season due principally to the richness 
of the flora. In the hot season the minimum was reached as a result of stag¬ 
nation, decay of vegetation and an increase in carbon dioxide. Atkins and 
Harris (1924) and Pearsall (1930) also observed a seasonal rise and fall in pH. 
The pH value showed a considerable degree of correlation with temperature, 
the concentration of dissolved carbonates and bicarbonates, concentration of 
the nutrient salts, dissolved oxygen, and as mentioned before, with the free 
carbon dioxide. On several occasions this was clearly brought out, e.g. in 
February the values for pH, oxygen and carbonates were very high, while the 
bicarbonates were low and free carbon dioxide absent (Figs. 2 and 3). 

A general Consideration of the chemical nature cf the water showed that 
all the salts increased with a decrease in the water level. At the close of the 
hot season, the water level was extremely low, and due to the stagnant condi¬ 
tions, unoxidised organic compounds were present, resulting in high oxygen 
absorption and an increase in ammonia and carbon dioxide values. The dis¬ 
solved solids, organic matter, chlorides and bicarbonates also reached their 
maxima. With the first rains, these decreased slightly and the values for hard¬ 
ness and albuminoid ammonia were very high, but there was not much change 
in the amount of dissolved solids. As the rainfall increased, there was a 

11 
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♦ Represents * dominant' species. t Represents sectual reproduction. 

The numerical values of the symbols are obtained from counts of individuals found in 50 fields of the microscope, under a piagnificatlon. 
of 350 and the meanings are as follows, 

i(isolated) - l;vr (very rare) « 1-5; r (rare) = 5-10; ic (rather common) »10-20 ;c (common) -20-31: vc (very common) « 50-100; 
a (abundant) ~ 100-200 and va (very abundant) 2G0-400. 
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consequent decrease in all salts, till a minimum was reached in the middle of 
the monsoon. As the monsoon abated, a rise in the dissolved solids followed. 

The amount of total solids in December 1940 was much lower than the 
amount of solids in November 1941* This was probably due to the wide diffe¬ 
rence in the amounts of rainfall during the two years. The year 1941 was 
exceptional, the rainfall being very low, viz. 34.19 inches, whereas in 1940 
the rainfall far exceeded the average, amounting to 90 inches. 

THE ALGAL FLORA OF THE TANK. 

The number of species observed throughout the year was Z03. Table I 
shows the frequencies of some of the more common forms. Some of the spe- 
^ cies are seen throughout the year and can be regarded as perennials even though 
they may not be in abundance at any time. The.se, according to Pearsall 
(1924) are the constant forms as they are found in all or in over 75% of the 
collections. A large majority of the remaining forms are seen for a brief 
spell, either as stray or common forms. Such species are regarded as epheme- 
rals, A third group of algae are seen for a longer period than the ephemerals 
but not throughout the year.. For the purpose of discrimination they are 
called the intermediate species. If any of the species in these groups at any 
time constitutes 30^/ of the algal vegetation, it can be called the dominant 
species of the perioa. The list of the algae is given in Appendix 11 . The 
letters after the name of the alga denote whether it is constant (c), intermediate 
(i) or ephemeral (e). 

SUCCESSION OF THE ALGAL FLORA. 

1 he algae are very plastic fornivS and can adapt themselves to numerous 
alterations in their environment. Changes in the weather and water conditions 
however, do aflect them to a certain extent, so that some forms are only seen 
when conditions are favourabe to their growth. In this tank a definite succes¬ 
sion of the algal flora was observed from season to season. 

THE ALGAE OF THE COLD SEASON. 

The iiivestigation commenced in December at the beginning of the cold* 
season. This season (Dec-mid-March) is characterised by low temperature, fairly 
long hours of bright sunshine and little or no rain. The daily range of tempe¬ 
rature is largest during this time and may be over ii“. 

In December all the algal classes were represented by a few forms belonging 
to each, except the Heterokontae, which occurred later. As the season advanc¬ 
ed, numerous species appeared, the majority in small numbers; but a good 
percentage thrived satisfactorily, increased in quantity and then declined. Many 
of them were restricted to the cold season only. Some of them became abund¬ 
ant in the early part or the middle of the cold season. Others took longer to 
develop, and reached their maxima towards the end of the cold season. 

The majority of the green filamentous forms such as Zygnema, Spirogyra, 
Bulhochaete and Oedogomum thrived best at this time and reproduced them¬ 
selves, some at the commencement, others at the end of the season. The period 
was also most favourable for the growth of mepibers of the Desmidiaceae and 
Chloiococcales, Of the Myxophyceae, only Anahaena fertilissima was found 
in abundance in the early part of January. 

THE ALGAE OF THE HOT SEASON. 

The hot season (mid-March-May) is characterised by long hours of bright 
sunshine, high temperature and no rainfall. The day to day variation in tem¬ 
perature is smallest during this season, particularly in April and May, when 
the temperature is very high and the humidity is high* Oedogonium continued 
forming oospores and remained fairly well represented during the early part of 
the hot season. 

, A gradual change occurred in the algal flora from the middle of March on¬ 
wards. Most of the desmids disappeared and only a few persisted as stray 
speciznens. Except for Scenedesmus, which was seen in May, the green algae 
were in the minority in the latter half of the hot season while members of 
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the Myxophyceae were prominent. Numerous Euglenineae also appeared in small 
numbers. Towards the close of the hot season, the rest of the vegetation was 
in an unhealthy condition and masses of them commenced to decay. Except 
for a small portion in the middle, the tank was dry (Photograph 2). Some of 
the fish were removed at this time, as the unhealthy conditions affected them 
adversely. 

Thus the only forms tliat flourished during this period were members of the 
Euglenineae and the Myxophyceae. The dominant form of the first half of the 
season was Oedogonium and of the latter part of the season were Lynghya 
Birgei and Coelosphaerium Kuetzingianum. 


THE ALGAE OF THE MONSOON. 

The rains in Bombay occur from June to September. The monsoon as 
a rule is usually accompanied by squally winds and afternoon thunderstorms. 
Once it has. well set in, thunderstorms are rare; but they may occur again 
towards the end. of the season. The arrival of the monsoon causes a wel¬ 
come fall of temperature and sunshine values also drop. In 1941 the monsoon 
behaved very erratically, and the total rainfall was only 34.19 inches, well 
below normal. The temperature also was above the average. 

During the period of heavy rain, the tank seemed more or less devoid of 
algae; but as soon as there was a spell of bright sunshine in the latter half 
of June, there was a sudden swarming of Pandorina morum in the tank, 
causing a bloom to the exclusion of almost all the other algae. This was 
the outstanding feature of the monsoon period. Another noteworthy event was 
the occurrence of a second sexual phase in two species of Oedogonium. The 
least number of algal species occurred during the wet season. This was to 
be expected as the unsettled and disturbed condition of tiie water, due to the 
action of rain and wind, natuially retarded algal development. The algae 
are delicately constituted, and sudden changes in the concentration of dissolv¬ 
ed matter will affect them immediately. Moreover as it was very cloudy, tlie 
sunshine necessary fur photosynthesis and growth was not available. The do¬ 
minant form in the early half of the monsoon was Pandonna morum, in the 
latter half, the two species of Oedogonium. 


THE ALGAL FLORA IN OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER. 

Alter the withdrawal of the monsoon, there is again a rise in the mean 
temperature in the first half of October, which remains constant till Novem¬ 
ber. This is again another period of minimum variability ol temperature, 
the meteorological conditions at this time being the same as in May. In 
1941 there was no rain at all in October and November. 

As the hours of bright sunshine increased, new species made their appear¬ 
ance, particularly in November, but the increase in number was gradual. 
Two members of the Chlorococcales viz. Selenastrum gracile and Gloeotaenium^ 
Loitlesbergenanum and a few members of the Myxophyceae such as Anabaena 
FtUlebornn and Aulosira fertiltsitma etc. were characteristic ot the period. The 
presence of a number of forms belonging to the Myxophyceae was not un¬ 
expected, as the meteorological conditions in October and May are almost 
similar, and therefore certain resemblances in the algal flora during the two 
months, are likely. 


DETAILED CONSIDERATION OF SOME OF THE SPECIES. 

It is a well-known fact that maintenance of chemical and physical condi¬ 
tions is necessary to allow normal algal growth. It is, however, ratber diffi¬ 
cult to single out a factor or a group of factors and to attribute to them the 
presence or absence of a particular species, and therefore no general deduc¬ 
tions will be made in this section, but only the local conditions of weather and 
water favourable for the growth of the more important genera will be dis¬ 
cussed. 
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ISOKONTAE (CHLOROPHYCEAE). 

VOLVOCALES. 

Oloeocystis.— It was seen in December, became abundant in April and dis¬ 
appeared entirely (Fig. 4) with the first rains. The chief factors influencing its 



Fig. 4.—Frequency-graphs of some of the algae in the Bandra Tank 

increase in numbers, seemed to be the meteorological conditions, as it was 
found when the temperature was fairly high, the hours of sunshine very 
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high and when there was no rain. It disappeared when the temperature and 
the sunshine values were lowered, and when the rainfall was plentiful. 

Paodorlna —It appeared with startling suddenness in the monsoon after the 
first few showers, and developed so rapidly (cf. Fig. 4), that within less than 
a fortnight the tank was teeming with it,* and the water took on a greenish 
hue. Asexual reproduction occurred almost immediately after maximum deve¬ 
lopment. 

The^ causes underlying such sudden swarming of plankton are difficult to 
determine, but Akehurst (1931) found that swarming may be due to the 
availibility of accessory foods. Other workers have found that the Volvo- 
cales are erratic in occurrence, and are markedly influenced by sudden changes 
in the weather. According to Howland (1931) Pandofina morum was very 
common in a month when the rainfall was abnormally high, sunshine record 
low, and the salt concentration not unusually high; while Fritsch and Rich 
(1913) found that abundant sunshine and high salt concentration were detri¬ 
mental to its growth. Hodgetts (1922) however found pronounced growth of 
Pandorina coinciding with rising ^ concentration. Here Pandorina occurred 
after sudden and much rain and when there was less of sunshine and decreas¬ 
ing concentration. 


CHLOROCOCCALES 

Qloeotaenium —Except for the month of July, when the rainfall was very 
high, this genus was seen throughout the year, though nof in abundance. It 
commenced to increase from October and in January it reached its maximum 
after which there was a fall in its numbers (Fig. 4). The conditions favour¬ 
able for its development were very low temperature, fairly long hours of sun¬ 
shine, low concentration of dissolved solids, large amount of dissolved oxygen 
and not much carbon dioxide and nitrates. 

SceoedeSfliUB —All the three species of Scenedesmm, though not equ^Uly 
abundant, had two maxima. The first was in the cold season (Dec.-Jan.). 
A sudden increase occurred in May, followed by rapid disappearance (Fig. 4). 
The periodicity of Scenedesmus was rather purzling, as the physical and che¬ 
mical conditions of the water on the two occasions when it was in abundance, 
were totally ^different. The only similar factors were absence of rain, long 
hours of sunshine and the same amount of free and saline ammonia. On the 
whole it is dangerous to attribute the presence or absence of Scenedesmus to 
any particular factor, as it .seems to be one of those ubiquitous forms which 
is rarely absent from any piece of water, and is seen almost throughout the year. 

Selenastruffl —It was found in December 1940 as a rather common form, but 
presumably it was declining, as in January 1941 it was rare. It disappeared 
in March. In September it reappeared, and by November it was abundant 
(Fig. 4). It is therefore a species which developed rapidly in the post-monsoon 
period with the advent of more settled conditions and longer hours of sunshine. 

Pediastrum —Pediaslrum tetras was a constant form which was rare through¬ 
out the year, but became abundant in early February. The cold season was 
therefore favourable for its development. The other two species of Pediastrum 
cfcurred in the monsoon, during a spell of bright sunshine after days of heavy 
rain. They disappeared as soon as another period of excessive rain set in.^ 

A consideration of this order brings out some interesting facts. Some of its 
members may occur in the monsoon, but they disappear very soon, and cannot 
develop to any considerable extent. Most of them attain their greatest develop¬ 
ment in December or January during the early part of the cold season. It 
seems as if the low temperature of this period, together with the large amoulnt 
of dissolved oxygen and high pH, support their growth. Griffiths (1923) found 
them In places where the oxygen content of the water xs relatively high. 
Howland (1931) found them when pH, water level and salt concentration 
are moderately high. Both their results are confirmed here. 

CHAETOPHORALES 

Apiuaocha^te repens— It was observed as an epiphyte on ^ Oedogonhim, 
It showed a certain amount of relation to the periodicity of its host; but 
unlj^ OedogofUum, it was not seen throughout the year. 
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Meociiacte icutata— It was epiphytic on the ieaves of Potamogeton in 
early February. It developed best in late March, and disappeared by April. 
Howland (1931) found that it favoured high pH, Here too the pH was high 
when it thrived. 

The Chaetophorales developed towards the end of the cold season and the 
beginning of the hot season, and the conditions necessary for their growth 
seemed to be the same as those for their hosts. 

OEDOGONIALES. 

Oedogonluai —>Five species of Oedogonium were recorded from the tank, 
but only two of them were constant. All of them began to reproduce sexually 
in March and April. In May they appeared to be in a definitely unhealthy 
condition. With the rains however, they seemed to revive and the two constant 
specips formed oogonia again. Both these species had two reproductive phases 
S)* Str 0 m (1924) remarks that two conjugation maxima annually are 
ing a period of great vegetative activity in a spell of bright weather after 

A belief held by the early algologists was that the lower forms enter into 
the reproductive stage at the end of their vegetative activity. It has however 
been found that phases of reproduction may coincide with periods of greatest 
vegetative activity. In this tank the first reproductive phase of Oedogonium 
occurred at the end of vegetative activity, when the sunshine was abundant, 
the pH fairly high, the concentration of water and carbon dioxide increasing 
and oxygen content decreasing. The second reproductive phase occurred dur^ 
ing a period of great vegetative activity in a spell of bright weather after 
excessive rain. Brown (1908) has shown that a sudden change in external 
conditions can check the growth of an alga and cause it to fruit sexually. 
The sudden change in the environmental conditions probably influenced the 
second reproductive phase, 

Blllbochaete —It was seen in December and reached its maximum in Janu¬ 
ary (Fig. 5). The conditions which favoured its growth and development 
seemed to be the same as those for the Chlorococcales. 

CONJUGATAE (ZYGNEMACEAE), 

Zygacma—It occurred in December and became very abundant by Janu¬ 
ary. The curves of Bulhochaete and Zygnema were almost similar (Fig, 5) 
and the same conditions seemed favourable to both. Hodgetts (1021) found 
that there was no relationship between Zygnema and bright sunshine unless 
abundant bright sunshines was harmful to it. In this tank Zygnema appeared 
when the hours of bright sunshine were moderately high, and disappeared 
when they became longer, but temperature seemf.*d to be a more Important 
factor influencing its appearance. 

Spirogyra —^Two species of spirogyra, one fertile, the other sterile, were 
common in February. Spirogyra formosa formed zygospores in late February 
or early March, after which it disappeared. It was also seen in the monsoon. 

The conditions necessary for the development of Spirogyra were almost 
the same as for Oedogonium. Other workers have seen that each time Spiro-> 
gyra became abundant, Oedogonium followed suit, and both may even fruit 
simultaneously. Here also the same relation between the two genera was 
noticeable. 

A few sterile filaments of MougeoHa were seen intermixed with Spirogyra. 
DESMIDIACEAE. 

Desnidi. —Though the desmids were best represented qualitatively, very 
few of them were abundant at any time. Only a few occurred in noticeable 
numbers. Str0m (1924) found that two factors are hostile for the occurrence 
of desmids in large quantities as plankton organisms—contamination and the 
basic reaction of the water, viz. pH conspicuously greater than 7. Sli^t con¬ 
tamination does not affect them much, but serious contamination renders 
desn^d growth impossible. 

As the desmids occurred In relatively few numbers, it is impossible to put 
forward any views with regard to the factors influencing their growth. Most 
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of them were characteristic of the cold season and occurred when the pH 
and the amount ol. dissolved oxygen were very high, free carbon dioxide ab¬ 
sent, nitrates and albuminoid ammonia very low, oxidizable organic matter 
fairly low and the water dilute. .The meteorological conditions favourable 
for their growth were no rainfall, fairly long hours of sunshine and low 
temperature. 


HETEROKONTAE. 

The only member of this group was Botryococcus Braunti which also seeirh- 
ed to prefer the cold season. 


EUCLENINEAE. 

Ettglena —number of species of Euglena were present in the tank. With 
the exception of Euglena acus which was seen in *^he monsoon, all of them 
seemed .to thrive in the hot season when there was a large amount of organic 
matter present. Fritsch and Rich (1913) also found that the maximum of 
Euglena viridis coincided with an enrichment of the water with organic 
matter and Lind (1938) found Euglena abundant when albuminoid ammonia 
was maximum. 

TrachelomoiUlS —^All the species of Tfachelomonas occurred in the hot sea¬ 
son, and disappeared in July. Howland (1931) did not find Trachelomonas 
volvocina and T. hispida when organic contamination was greatest and saw 
no evident relation between their presence and salt concentration. Hodgetts 
(1922) however, found that abundant sunshine together with a high salt con¬ 
centration was favourable to them. In this case they were present when 
there was abundant sunshine, large amount of organic matter and in very 
concentrated water. 

The flagellates therefore seemed to favour high tempeartuVe, great light 
intensity and no rain. They appeared when there was a large amount of 
decaying vegetation and consequently much organic matter in the tank. They 
were not wiped out entirely by heavy rain, but persisted for some time. 


MYXOPHYCEAE. 

Lyngbya—Two species of Lyngbya usually occurred together in the tank. 
The curve for the first viz. Lyngbya aestuarii was almost similar to that 
for Oedogonium iowense (Fig. 5). It was thus Influenced by the same factors 
as Oedogonium except that it was more unsuited to the cold season. More¬ 
over it was unable to thrive in the latter part of the monsoon and soon 
disappeared. 

Lyngbya Birget was the second species. It was very abundant in March 
and remained so till July (Fig. 5). It decreased in numbers during the 
latter part of the monsoon. It was typical of the hot season, and favoured 
the same conditions as the flagellates. 

Otclltatofia—Four species of Oscillatofia were seen in the tank. All of 
them, with the exception of Oscillatoria gloeophila which was found in the 
hot season, were found in the monsoon when the water was fairly dilute. 
They were however never seen in abundance. 

Aftabaena. Two, out of the three species of .Anabaena. were fertile. A. 
Fullebornii occurred in September and formed spores in October. It persisted 
till March. A. FertBissima was seen during the monsoon as a rare species, 
but it became abundant in January. Whenever it was seen, it was forming 
Spores. Thus it was probably a tyjpe which did not remain long in the vege¬ 
tative condition, })ut formed spores at once. 

Antosira* Filaments of Aulosira fertilissima occurred densely intertwined 
forming mats which seemed like decaying leaves. By September and October 
the specif was very abundant and had formed spores, every alternate cell 
nf the filament bein^ transformed into a spore. 
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It was seen throughout the year, but was abundant from 
the end of March till the end of May. It persisted during the monsoon as 
a rather conunon forni but became rare in October (Fig. 5). The other genera 
were only seen in the hot season. 



Fig. 5.—Freequency-graphs of some of the algae in the Bandra Tank 

A consideration of the Myxophyceae brings out the fact that most of them 
H)ce the flagellates, occur in May. High temperature seems to be the deciding 
factor for their good.^ development. This is also shown b^ the faet that some 
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of the Myxophyceae like Aulosira, Gloeotrichia etc. develop in October when 
the temperature and temperature variations are the same as in May. Thus 
most of the Myxophyceae favour high temperature; but some of them can 
only thrive when there is a considerable amount of organic matter present 
in the water and when the concentration of dissolved salts is fairly high. 
Other species can thrive in more dilute waters. Only a few forms like Calo- 
thrix marchica var. crassa and Anahaena fertilissima are seen in the cold 
season. 


SUMMARY. 

1. This paper deals with the seasonal succession of the algae in a tank at 
Bandra and the relation of the algal flora to the chemiral constitution of 
the water and the meteorological conditions. 

2. The algae we^re collected at fortnightly intervals for a year, and the 
water was analysed once a month. 

3. The water level at the close of the hot season was very low and there 
was an increas<j in all the salts. The first rains did not make much differijnce 
in the amount of dissolved solids; but later, as the water level increased, 
there was a decrease in all salts tilt a minimum was reached in the middle of 
the monsoon. As the monsoon abated, there was a rise in (he dissolved solids. 

4. The number of algal species observed in the tank was 103. Of these, 
8 were constant, 42 intermediate and (he rest were ephemerals. 

5. The majority of the species were seen in the cold season, which was 
characterised by the predominance, of members of the Chlorophyceae. They 
grew luxuriantly and many species reproduced themselves. In the hot season, 
members of the Myxophyceae and Englenineae thrived. The least number of 
species was seen in the monsoon. During the Octbber-November period, there 
were more species than in the rainy season, and the period was also charac¬ 
terised by the appearance of a number of members belonging to (he Myxo- 
phjrceae. 

6. By noting the condition of the weather and water when some' of (he 
more important species appeared, (he local conditions favourable for their 
growth are determined. 
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■ APPENDIX—n. 

THE ALGAL FLORA OF THE TANK.* 
isovoNTAE ; (CHLOROPHYCEAS). 


rOLVOCALES. 

1. Gloeocystis vesiculosa Nag. (i). 

2. Pandorina morum (Mull.) Bory (e), (d). 

CULOROCOCCAhES, 

3. Pediastrum tetras (Ehr.) Kalfs., (i). 

4. Pediastrum duplex Meyen var. genmnum A. Br. (e). 

5. Pediastrum clathratum (Sch.) Lemm. (e). 

6. Sorasirum spinulosa Nag. (e). 

7. Trochistia ohtusa (Reinsch) Hansg. (e). 

8. Oocystis solitaria Wittr. (i). 

9. Oocystis elliptica W. West. (i). 

10. Oocystis lacustris Chodat. (e). 

11. Gloeotaenium Loitleshergerianum Hansg. (c), (d). 

12. Tetraedron muticum (A. Br.) Hansg. forma minimum Reinsch. (e). 

13. Tetraedron trilobatum (Reinsch) Hansg. (e). 

14. Tetraedron trigonum (Nag) Hansg. forma gracile Reinsch. (e). 

15. Ankistrodesmus falcatus (Corda) Ralfs. (e). 

16. Anhistrodesmus spirlais (Turner) Lemm. (e). 

17. Selenastrum gracile Reinsch. (i). 

18. Kirchneriella lunaris (Kirchner) Mob. (e). 

19. Westella botryoides (W. West) Schmidle. (e). 

20. Dimorphococcus lunatus A. Br. (e). 

21. Scenedesmus ohliqutis (Turpin) KUtb. (i). 

22. Scenedesmus brasiliensis Bohlin. (i). 

23. Scenedesmus quadricauda (Turpin) Brdb. (i). 

24. Coelastrum camhricum Archer, (i). 

CHAETOPHORALES. 

25. Aphanochaete rePens A. Br. (i). 

26. Coleochaete scutata Br^b. (e). 

oedogonales, 

27. Oedogonium varians Wittr. (e). 

28. Oedogonium decipiens Wittr. forma dissimile Him. (c), (d). 

29. Oedogonium iowense Tiffany, (c), (d). 

30. Oedogonium longicolle Nordst. (e). 

31. Oedogonium inconspicuum Him. (e). 

32. Bulhochaete rectangularis Wittr. var. hiloensis Nordst. (i). 

CONJUGATAE. 

33 * Zygnema reticulatum Hallas. (i). 

34. Spirogyra formosa (Transeau) Czurda. (c). 

3$. Spirogyra sp. (e). 

36. MougeoHa sp, (i). 

37. Closterium Venus Kutz. (i). 

38. Closterium Acerosum (Schr.) Ehr. (e). 

39. Closterium Leibleinii Kiitz. (i). 

40. Closterium Dianae Ehr. (e). 


* The classification followed is that of West and Fritsch as given In *A 
Treatise on the British Freshwater Algae*. 1927. *c* denotes * constant*, *V de¬ 
notes intermediate*, ‘e* denotes 'epJtimeraV and *d’ denotes * dominant* species. 
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41. Closterium sp^ (new), (e). 

42. Closterium sp, (new), (e). 

43. Closterium eboracense Turn. (e). 

44. Euastrum substellatum Nordst. (i). 

45. Euastrum hidentatum Nftg. (e). 

46. Micrasterias pinnatifida (Rutz) Ralfs. (e). 

47. Cosmarium Lundellii Delp. var. ellipticum West. (i). 

48. Cosmarium Portianum Arch, (i) 

49. Cosmarium Quadrum Lund, (i), (d). 

50. Cosmarium Suhlatere-undatum West & West. (i). 

51. Cosmarium Meneghinii Br^b. (i). 

52. Cosmarium abruptum Lund. (i). 

53. Cosmarium asphaerosporum Nordst. (i). 

54. Cosmarium diver gens Krieger (new var.). (i). 

55. Cosmarium sexnotatum Gutw., var. tristtiatum (Lutkem Schmidle.) (i). 

56. Cosmarium Phaseolus Br^b. var. elevatum Nord. (i). 

57. Cosmarium cucumis (Corda) Ralfs. var. magnum Racib. (i). 

58. Cosmarium angulaium (Perty) Rabent. forma major Grunow. (i). 

59. Cosmarium contractum Kirch, var. ellipsoideum (Elfv.) West & West. (i). 

60. Cosmarium cymatopleurum Nord. (i). 

61. Cosmarium suhimpressulum Borge. (e). 

62. Cosmarium granatum Br^h. (i). 

63. Arthrodesmus tonvergens Ehr. (e). 

64. Staurastrum alternans Br4b. (i). 

65. Staurastrum crenulatum (Nag.) Delp. (e). 

66. Staurastrum gracile Ralfs. (i). 

67. Sphaeroeosma granulatum Roy and Biss. (e). 


UETEROKONTAK. 


HETEROCAPSINEAE. 

68, Pottyococcus Braunii Kutz. (i). 


KUGI.ENINHAE. 


EUGLENACEAE, 

69. Euglena Ehrenbergii Klebs. (i). 

70. Euglena acus Ehr. (i). 

71. Euglena deses Ehr. (e). 

72. Euglena proxima Ehr. ^i). 

73. Euglena oxyuris Schmarda. (e). 

74. Lepocinclis ovum (Ehr) Lemm. (e). 

75. Lepocinclis Buischli Lemm. (e). 

76. Lepocinclis Butschli Lemm var. angustata Deflandre. (e). 

77. PhacUs orbicularis Hub. (i). 

78. Trachelomonas horrida Palmer var. crenulatocollis Skuor. (e). 

79. Trachelomonas armata Ehr. var. Steinii Lemm. (e). 

80. Trachelomonas similis Stokes, (e). 

81. Trachelomonas volvocina Ehr. (e). 


MYXOPHYCEAE (CYANOPHYCEAE). 
CHROOCOCCALES, 

82. Aphanothece pallida (Kutz.) Rabh. (i). 

83. Coelosphaerium Kuetzingianum Nag. (c), (d). , 

84. Microcystis stagnalis Lemm. (i). 

85. Microcystis ftos-aquae (Wittr.) Kirchn. (e) 

86. Aphanocapsa elachista W & G.S. West var. Conferta W & G.S. West. (c). 

87. Chroococcus iur^us (Kutz.) Nag. (i). 
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HORMVGONEALES, 

88. Osdllatoria gloeophila Grun, (c). 

89. Oscillatoria ^ancta Kutz. (e). 

90. OsciUatoria chalyhea Mert. (e). 

91. Oscilliitoria tenuis Ag. (e). 

92. Spirulina subtilissima Kutz, (e). 

93. Spifulina Major Kutz. (e). 

94. Lyngbya aestuarii (Mert.) Lie. (e). 

95. Lyngbya Birgei Smith, (c). 

96. Schizothrix lacustris A. Br. (e). 

97. Anabaena fertilissitna Rao. (e). 

98. Anabaena Fullehornii Schmidle. (e). 

99. Anabaena sp. (e). 

100. Aidosira fertilissima Ghose. (e). 

loz. Tolypothrix distorta (FI. D.) Wartm. (e). 

102. Calothrix marchica LemG. var. crassa Rao. (e). 

103. Gloeotfichia Raciborskii Wolos. (e) 
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Plate i. 



Bombay Algae. 


Fig. I. — Pandorina morutn (Muller) Bory. (X406). 

Fig. 2.— Pediastfum tetras (Ehr.) Ralfs. (X406). 

3 *— Pediastfum clathratrum (Schroder) Lemm. (X262). 

Fig. 4.— Pediastfum duplex Meyen var. genutnum A. Br. (X406). 

5 *— Tfochiscia obtusa (Reinsch) Hansg. (X406). 

Fig. 6.— Oocystis solitafia Wittr. (X406). 

7 *— Oocystis elliptica W. West. (X406). 

Fig. 8.— Gloeotaemum I^itlesbergerianum Hansg. (X406). 

Fig. 9.— Westella botfyoides (W. West) de Wildom. (X406). 

Fig. 10.— Sorastfum spinulosa Nag. (X406). 

Fig. II. — Ankistrodesmus falcatus (Corda) Ralfs. (X406). 

Fig. 12.— Gloeocystis vesiculosa Nag. (X262). 

Fig. 13.— Coelastfum cambricum Archer. (X182). 


Bombay Algae. 


, 1 .—Oocystis lacustris Chcxlat. (X406). r, . t. / 

2, -^Tetraedron trigonum (Nag) Hansg. forma gractle Reinsch. (X400) 

3. — Tetraedron trilohatum (Reinsch) Hansg. (X406). 

^,—Tetfaedron muticum (A. Br.) Hansg. forma minimum Reinsch 

(X406). 

—Selenastrum gracile Reinsch. (X400). 

(i,—Kirchneriella lunaris (Kirchner.) Moebius. (X406). 
y. —Dimorphococcus lunatus A. Br. (X 406). 

8.— Aphanochaete repens A. Br. (X406). 
g,^Coleochaete scutata br 4 b. (X262). 
loa—Spitogyra formosa (Transeau) Czurda. (X262). 

(portion of conjugating filament). , 

10b.—Surface view of the mesospore of No. 10a. (X406). 

iia. —Zy^nema reticulatum Hallas (showing parthenospores). (X182). 

iib. —Surface view of the mesospore of No. iia. (X406). 
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Plate III. 



Bombay Algae. 

Fig. I. — *Closiertum sp. (new sptcies) Extremity of the cell. (X262). 
Fig 2 .—Closterttim sp. (now species) Semicell. (X52). 

Fig. 3.— Closterium sp. (now species). (X24). 

Fig. 4.— Closterium acerosum (Schr.) Ehr. var. elongatum Breb. (X40) 

5 ‘— Closterium Leihleini Kiitz, (X406). 

Fig. 6.— Closterium sp. (new species). (X182). 

Fig. 7.— Closterium Venus Kiitz. (X406). 

Fig. 8.— Closterium Dianae Ehr. (X406). 

Fig. 9.— Euastrum suhstellatum Nordst. (X406). 

Fig. 10.— Euastrum hidentafum Nag. (X406). 

Fig. II. — Micrasterias finnatifida (Kiitz.) Ralfs. (X406). 

Fig. 12. — Arthrodesmus convergens Ehr. (X406). 

13*— Sphaerozosma granulatum Roy and Biss. (X406). 

Fig. 14.— Staurastrum alternans Brdb. (X406). 

Pig* 15 *—Staurastrum alternans (vertical view). (X406). 

Fig. 16.— Staurastrum crenulatum (Nag.) Delp. (X406). 

Fig. 17.— Staurastrum gracile Ralfs. var. nanum Wille. (X406). 

* This qj. appears to be a new species of Closterium and will be described 
in another paper. 
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Plate IV. 



Bombay Algae. 


Fig. I. — Cosmarium Lundelii Delp. var. elHpticum West. (x^o6). 

Fig. 2.— Cosmarium cucumus (Corda) Ralfs. var. magnum Racib. (X262). 

3 * —Cosmarium Quadrum Lund. (X406). 

Fig. 4.— Cosmarium suhlatere-undaium West & West (new var.) Front and 
vertical views. ( X 406). 

Fig. 5- —Cosmarium angulatum (Perty Rabenh. forma major Grunow. (X182). 
Fig. 6.— Cosmarium granatum Br 4 b. (X406). 

Fig. 7- —Cosmarium diver gens Krieger (new var.). (X406). 

Fig. 8.— Cosmarium contractum Kirch, var. ellipsoideum (Elfv.) West & 
West. (X 406). 

Fig. 9.— Cosmarium Meneghinii Br6b. (X406). 

Fig. 10. —Cosmarium Portianum Arch. (X406). 

Fig. II .—Cosmarium abruptum Lund. (X4io6). 

Fig. 12a. —Cosmarium subimpressulum Borge. (X406). 

Fig. 12b.— Cosmarium subimpressulum (vertical view). (X406). 

Fig. 13. —Cosmarium phaseolus Brdb. var. elevatum Nordst. (X406). 

Fig. 14. —Cosmarium sexnotatum Gutw. var. tristriatum (Lutkem). Sch* 
midle. ( X 406). 

Fig. 15. —Cosmarium cymatopleurum Nordst. (X406). 
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Plate V. 



Bombay Algae. 


Fig. I. — Bubochaete rectangularis Wittr. var. hiloensis Nordst. (X406). 
Fig. 2.— Oedogonium iowense Tiffany. (X 182). 

Fig. 3.— Oedogonium longicolle Nordst. (X4(^). 

Fig. 4.— Oedogonium decipiens Wittr. forma dissimile Him. (X182). 
Fig. 5.— Oedogonium varians Wittr. & Lund. (X182). 

Fig. 6.— Oedogonium inconspicuum Him. (X406). 

Fig. 7.— Euglena EhrenhergH Ktebs. (X182). 

Fig. 8.— Euglena proxima Ehr. (X406). 

Fig. 9.— Euglena deses Ehr. (X182). 

Fig. jo,^Lepocinclis Butschli Lemm. (X406). 

Fig. II.— Lepocinclis BUtsehli Lemm. var. angusiata Delf. (X406). 

Fig. 12.— Lepocinclis ovum (Ehr.) Lemm. (X406). 

Fig. 13.— Phacus orbicularis Hub. (X406). 

Fig. 14. —Trachelomonas horrida Palmer var. crenulatocoUis Skvor. (X406). 
Pig* * 5 * —Trachelomonas armata Ehr. var. Steinii Lemm. (X406). 

Fig. i6,^Trackelomonas stmiUs Stokes. (X406). 

Fig. 17.— Trachelomonas volvocina Ehr. (X406). 
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Fig. I. — EugJena acus. Ehr. (X406). 

Fig. 2. — Euglcna oxyuris Schmarda. (X262). 

Fig. 3.— Coelosphaertum Kuetzingianutn Nag. (X406). 

Fig. '4—Aphariocapsa ellachista W. & G. S. West var. conferta. (X40t>). 
^*6- 5 - —Aphanothere pallida (Kut/.) Rab.^ (X406). 

Fig. 6. — Microcystis flos-aquae (Wittr.) Kirch. (X406). 

7- —Microcystis stagnalis Lemm. (X406). 

Fig. 8. — Chroococcus turgidus (Kutz.) NAg. (X406). 

Fig. q. — Oscillatoria gloeophila Grun. (X406). 

Fig. 10. — Oscillatoria tenuis Ag. (X406). 

Fig. II. — Oscillatoria chalyhea Mert. (X406). 

Fig 12. — Oscillatoria sancta Kutz. (X4D6). 

Fig. 13. —Lynghya aestuarii (Mert.) Lemm. (X182). 

Fjg. 14. — Schizothrix lacustris A. Br. (X406). 

Fig. 15. —Lynghya Birgei Smith. (X406). 

Fig. 16. —Spirulina suhtillissima Kutz. (X406). 

Fig. 17. — Spirulima major Kutz. (X406). 
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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

I.— RARITY OF MAN-EATING TIGERS IN SOUTH INDIA. 

In your April 1945 number Lt.-Col. E. O’Brien raises a ques¬ 
tion which has puzzled many. Why are Man-eaters so rare in South 
India? 

There have been, and may still be, many man-eating tigers in 
the Ganjam District, of course, and part of this district is south 
of a line drawn due east from Bombay. Vizagapatam District has 
had its man-eaters, and also other parts of the ‘Agency Tracts’. 

The Nallamallais, Kurnool District, provided the man-eating 
tigress shot eventually at Diguvametta by the then Conservator of 
Forests in September 1923. She preyed upon the luckless railway 
gangmen; and this habit brought about her death. The Conser¬ 
vator was told to walk along the railway embankment keeping 
a sharp lookout on both sides. He soon spotted the tigress mak¬ 
ing for a culvert ahead of him. He walked towards the culvert, 
and then over to the other side of the embankment: and stopped. 
The tigress, misjudging his position, popped up ahead; and re¬ 
ceived her quietus. She was in good condition, but carried an 
old scar. 

A man-eater roamed the Baragur Hills, to the east of the 
Biligirirangans (Coimbatore District), some 30 to 35 years ago; 
killing people spasmodically—about 4 or 5 a year. A Government 
Notification offering a reward for the brute described it as ‘Ashy- 
grey, and somewhat stout’ ! It w^as said to have been shot by a 
poacher: if so it was quickly succeeded by another man-eater (not 
an unusual ^case) which also killed humans at infrequent intervals 
from Talamalai north-eastwards to Madeswaram-malai and Pon- 
nachi (Kollegal Taluk, Coimbatore District). Lt.-Col. R. E, Wright 
and I went after this tiger, reputed to have a kink in its tail. One 
night our camp was pitched in a field at the western foot of the 
Baragurs, an ill-chosen spot infested with masses of hairy-cater- 
pillars. We went to sleep in two small tents facing each other, 
with a ‘Petromax’ lantern burning between the tents; and loaded 
rifles by our cots. I was awakened at midnight by a horrified 
yell from R.E.W. and rushing out, collided with him; on which 
he collapsed with laughter. Half-asleep he had imagined seeing 
a large form stealthily moving into his tent; it turned out to be 
the shadow cast by the petrol lamp on the wall of the tent, of a 
large caterpillar crawling over his bed clothes ! 

Now this tiger was shot by a poacher. Sallying forth after 
deer in the early morning he met the tiger round a corner;- fired 
his muzzle loader at it, dropped the gun and fled like the wind. 
Later in the morning a Forest Guard and his watcher, on beat 
duty, came on the dead tiger, and recognized it as the man-eater. 
The gun was also rqdognized by the watcher who named its 
owner. So a bargain was struck. The poacher was told that 
he would not be reported for being in the Reserve Forest with an 
12 
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unlicens^ gun, provided the Forest Guard was given the skin and 
skull of the tigen This was gladly agreed to by the poacher 
who had no idea that the tiger was a notified man-eater, with a 
reward of Rs. 300 on its head. The F. G. then proceeded to 
claim the reward, producing the skin.and skull in the local Katchery 
together with a wonderful story of how he had killed the tiger 
single handed sitting up for it over a jungle path. The reward 
was about to be paid when the watcher learned that the F.G. in¬ 
tended to give him a mere pittance of the total. So the WatcTier 
then ‘blew the gaff*. The only party to benefit was an unkind 
Government who, while pardoning the poacher for his activities, 
confiscated his gun and paid out no reward—the F.G. being sacked, 
and the tiger’s skin and skull retained in the Katchery. 

In more recent times, two years ago in fact, a tiger killed 
four or five people at the western foot of the Billigirirangans 
(Mysore District) and was finally shot by officials. Earlier this 
year a tiger killed three persons in the Talavadi fiHca, Gobichetty- 
palayam Taluk, and was finally shot in Mysore territory. 

'fhe foregoing still does not explain why tluTc are fi‘wer man- 
eaters in South India—but I think the answer possibly lies in a 
combination of circumslaiK'es. Continued f^xislence of man-eaters 
in an area where both game animals and tattle exist in insuffi¬ 
cient numbers, and where tiger are forced to remain instead 
of emigrating to more fruitful parts—as in the case of Ganjam for 
example. Sanderson’s description of the Honganur (Mysore Dis¬ 
trict) man-eating tigress (in his ‘Thirteen Years among the Wild 
Beasts of India’), which he finally shot, is an example of the vice 
picked up by a tigress to provide easy food for.her cubs in all 
probability. It is a j^cognised fact that the villagers and jungh; 
tribes of South India have not got the ‘guts’ of those of Central 
and North India. They are less inclined to stand their ground on 
the appearance of tiger after their cattle, and in the proximity of 
a tigress with cubs. This I think, has resulted in more herdsmen 
and villagers being killed by tiger, or tigresses (so attaining an 
inherited taste for humans), in the Central and Northern parts of 
India. 

Honnametti Estate, 

Attikan P.O., R. C. MORRIS. 

Via. Mysore, 

13//?. December 1945. 


2.—MAN-EATERS IN THE DARRANG DISTRICT, ASSAM 

During the past two or three years nearly 50 people have been 
killed and eaten in this district. A kill would take place and when 
ftiext heard of, the tiger would be a distance of nearly 10 miles 
away making it very difficult to bring the animal or (animals) as 
turned out to be, to bag. 

A man was killed one evening and the next morning the vil¬ 
lagers reported that the tiger was in their hari. On arrival at 
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the village, just off a main road —the men pointed to a small hedge 
of thatch and scrub jungle four feet wide and about the same in 
height. On approaching to within six feet I saw a tiger crouching. 
The tiger turned out to be an old emaciated male, & lo" in length, 
—^blind in one eye and covered in old bullet and dao wounds. For 
a time killings ceased, but after a period of three months or so a 
man was reported killed. A few days afterwards villagers from 
near where the killing took place reported they had a tiger sur¬ 
rounded in a patch of jungle 5 or'6 acres in area. I lined the east 
and west side of the jungle with strips of white cloth put a line of 
drummers and beaters at the north end and waited in the neck 
at the south end. 


X Beaters - x 

X 

5 White Cloth « ~ 

kN 

X 
X 
X 
K 
X 

Nothing happened until the beaters were half way through, 
then the tigress broke to the west, saw the white cloth, and entered 
the jungle again, after a short time it broke east then turned back 
into the jungle. When the beaters reached within 10 to 15 yards 
of the south end the tigress broke cover and came roaring towards 
me, when she was bowled over. A tigress in fair condition with 
L.G. wounds in her shoulder and blind in one eye! ! ! 

A short time afterwards I was out on an elephant near where 
previous killings had taken place and came on a tigress which, 
after shooting, was found to be an eight feet old emaciated tigress, 
also blind* in one eye. 

No killings have taken place for 3 or 4 months and it looks as 
if the last of the man-eaters is accounted for. 

The extraordinar}" thing is the three tigers being blind in one 
eye. 

Have any of-your readers heard of a similar case. 

The Borpukhurie Tea Company, Ltd., 

Mijikajan P.O. & T.O., D. G. MESTON. 

District Darrang, Assam, 

2fth October 1945. 



3.—DEATH OF A PANTHER ON A TIGER’S KILL. 

On 30-3-33 I wrote /a description of a tiger pouncing on "a 
dead panther (which 1 had" shot) on discovering it along-side his 
kill. 
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A dead panther, killed by a tiger (but not eaten) has been 
found within a few yards of the latter’s kill here recently. The 
tiger had killed a cart-bull on a forest road and dragged it into 
the jungle. That night a panther located the kill, and, unaware 
of the tiger’s approach, obviously fell an easy victim. 

Some years ago I wrote a note on the more cautious behaviour 
of a panther which had designs on a tiger’s kill. It climbed the 
tree on which I was sitting (together with a lady) and actually 
perched itself above us. I was terribly sleepy at that time; and, 
awakened by her nudge, and alarmed whisper of ‘what’s that 
above us?* I murmured ‘only a panther’ and drowsed off again— 
only to be properly awakened this time with a thump and loudly 
spoken ‘How awful; wake up’! The panther leapt down off the 
tree; and the tiger did not turn up ! 

Honnametti Estate, 

Attikan P.O., R. C. MORRIS. 

Via. Mysore, S. India, 
loth December 1945. 


4.—SENSE OF SMELL OF TIGER AND LEOPARDS. 

There appears to be a lot of controversy over thfs. I have 
kill^edj oye** leopards and tigers from sitting in hdles in the 
ground, have'had tiger within a foot or so of me and only on 
one bcca^i^U has a tiger shown any interest. 

Afteh sniffing loudly several times, apparently satisfied, it pro¬ 
ceeded to the kill, a , dead buffalo. 

I had over the hole {3' square) a few bamboos and a thin thatch 
covering, so had the animals’ power of scent been at all good they 
would surely have detected me. 

It would be interesting to hear of other readers experiences. 

The Borpukhurie Tea Company, Ltd., 

MtijiKAjAN P.O. 8 i T.O., D. G. MESTON. 

HIist. Darrang, 

Assam, 

October 1945. 


5.—MUSK-SHREW (SUNCUS CAERVLEUS) ATTACKING 
BULL-FROG {RANA TIGRINA). 

A few days ago, soon after sunset, as I was sitting in my 
garden, my attention was attracted by the rasping croak of a big 
frog in distress; This peculiar sound is usually emitted when 
frogs are caught or are in the act of being swallowed by snakes 
and monitor lizards. As it was then getting dark, I called for 
my car and directed the head-lights towards the hedge from whence 
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the sound was coming, and calling my Arab watchman I approa¬ 
ched slowly for investigation No sooner had the car-lights been 
focussed on to the hedge, a large frog {Rana tigrina) leaped out 
into the open, and immediately following it a small rat appeared 
and soon teeth fixed itself on the back of the frog. The rat had 
now fastened its teeth in the nape of its prey and there was the frog 
again emitting its patlu.Hic cry. My Arab struck the rat with a 
stick as soon as it was separated from the frog, and the rat being 
killed, the frog leapt back into the hedge. On inspection I was 
surprised to identify the ‘rat’ to be a Musk-Shrew {Suncus caerii- 
leus). I have never even seen a common rat attacking a frog much 
less a ‘Muck-rat’. 

Bhavnagar, K. S. DHARMAKUMARSINHJI. 

13th October 1945. 


6.—A LARGE GAUR HEAD. 
a photo) 



A large gaur head. 


We enclose a photograph of a Gaur Head (Bibos gaurus) shot 
by H. H. the Raja Saheb of Korea State, Central India and feel 
sure it will be of interest to your readers. 

Greatest width 45" 

Length from tip to tip ^2" 

Left horn 28" 

Right horn 27J" 

Circumference at base of horns 17J". 

Mysore S.I., VAN INGEN & VAN INGEN. 

19th December 1945. 
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7.—PERIOD OF GESTATION OF THE INDIAN ELEPHANT 

(ELEPHAS MAXIMUS). 

(With a photo). 



Indian Elephant with newly born calf. 


An interesting elephantine romance was brought to my notice 
'by Mr. A. S. M... Nair, Commissioner, Hindu Religious Endow¬ 
ments Board, Madras, According to the very reliable reports he 
had obtained, a female elephant belonging to the Sri Emuri Bha- 
gavati Temple, at Kallekulangara, near Palghat, in the Malabar 
District, was covered by a wild tusker, on or about the 19111 
November, 1938. The tusker came probably from the outskirts 
of the Olavakkot forest to the place where the cow elephant was 
tethered. The tusker remained with the cow elephant for three 
days, and the courtship and mating were watched by the inhabit¬ 
ants of the locality. The report that the tusker did not eat a mor¬ 
sel of food during the three days has not been verified by me. 
Efforts made to capture it by doping seem to have failed because 
of the tusker’s extreme wariness. The tame female elephant calv¬ 
ed on Friday 6th September 1940—this date was noted by the 
Manager of the temple, Mr. E. Chathu Achan, of Akathethara 
village—^and the baby tusker, now about five years old, is said 
to be thriving. In the photogr^h reproduced here (which was 
very kindly lent to me by Mr. Nair), the baby elephant can be 
seen sucking its mother’s milk. 

The period of gestation in this case is about 21 months and 18 
days. In the case of a male calf reported by Corse {Tr. Roy. 
Soc. 1799) it was 20 months and 18 days. 

I was informed by the Manager of the temple that in August 
1945, the same wild tusker caim again to the old spot to meet 
the female elephant, and this time it w^as driven away with the 
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l^realest difficulty. The people of Malabar are so elephant-minded 
that reliance can be placed on their identification of the tusker as 
the one they knew in 1938. 

(jovt. Museum, 

Kgmore, Madras, A. 'AIYAPPAN. 

20tli November 1945. 

8.—BIRTH OF AN ELEPHANT CALF. 

Readinj^^ in the Miscellaneous notes of the Journal of the B.N.H. 
vSoc'iety, on page 183 of Volume xxxviii, of the birth of an elephant 
calf on the bank of the Menik Ganga in Ceylon, brought to my 
tnind an experience of my own on X’mas day 1903 in the Anamalai 
Hills, near Coimbatore. On that day, about 9 in the morning, the 
late Mr. G. A. Marsh and I went to visit a small plantation of 
bananas, on the Paralai Estate, which had been damaged by ele¬ 
phants. Hearing a herd of elephants a considerable distance away 
in the junf^le making a tremendous Jimount of noise, much more 
than usual,—trumpetting, squealing, breaking of branches etc., we 
de('id(‘d to investigate, and proceeding towards the herd, which 
('ould not be seen owing to the extremely dense-Jungle, we soon 
found a wild fig tree, very easy to climb, on one of the branches 
of which, about 25 lect above the ground, we perched ourselves. 
Shortly after this, three female elephants came up to our tree, and 
one of them entered a cane brake, (Eela) right under the branch 
on which we were sitting. I'he other two remained outside the 
clump of Eeta, apparently keeping guard, for on the approach of 
other members o1 the herd, (it was a fair sized herd of about 30 
animals w^e thought) they were definitely w’arded olY. After a time 
—about half an hour—the tw’o guards went away, but we could 
not descend from our tree because we knew’ the third elephant was 
still in the cane below us. We were very niistified as we could 
not even guess at what w^as happening. We w’aited there for a 
full hour, at the end of which the third elephant emerged, w’ent 
a few steps, put its trunk to the ground and made that peculiar 
drumming noise, one so frequently hears an elephant make. At 
once a very small calf came out from the cane, and went with 
slow steps towards its mother. It was wet and shiny, but not 
very dark skinned. It was suckled for a short while, when the 
mother moved on towards the direction of the herd which was by 
then a quarter to half a mile away, still making much more noise 
than usual. 

When we considered it safe to do so, and the mother and calf 
had disappeared, we descended from the tree and inspected the canc 
brake. We found the placenta there—a very pale pink, and weigh¬ 
ing, we judged, about 10 lbs. This placenta looked rather like pale 
raw liver. There were two or three very mudi thickened portions, 
roundish in shape, about 3 inches in diameter which wc judged 
might have been the attachment of the placenta to the body of the 
mother. These thicker portions were between J to f of an inch 
thick, but the rest of the placenta was much thinner—^not more 
than i/i6th to i/8th of an inch; 
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By this time it was noon and we went home. We had no weapons 
with us. Unfortunately the cane brake was so thick that we 
could not see the actual birth of the calf* and so are u'nable to 
state whether it was delivered by the mother standing, or lying 
down, but judging from the marks we saw, we thought the mother 
must have been kneeling. So far as we could guess, the calf when 
it came out of the cane was about the size of a half grown wild 
pjg-- 

I am afraid these notes do not add much if anything to our 
knowledge of the subject, but they may be interesting to some 
members. 

28, Lalbagh road, J. R. VINCENT. 

Bangalore, 

^fh October 1945. 

9. —THE ASHY SWALLOW-SHRIKE (ARTAMUS FUSCUS) 

IN THE NILGIRIS. 

On April 26th 1944, I watched a pair of the Ashy Swallow 
Shrike (Ariamus fuscus) at Kotagiri in the Nilgiri Hills and at 
an elevation of 6,300 ft. They were on a dead Eucalyptus tree 
and may well have been breeding, since they were very pugnacious, 
driving off crows and kites which came near. I put this on record 
as this species does not seem to have been recordetl much above 
5,000 ft. 

2, Assam Regt., 

II, A. B. P. O., 

November 1945. 

10. —OCCURRENCE OF THE WHITE-BELLIED OR SNOW 
PIGEON {COLUMBA LEUCONOTA LEUCONOTA) AT A LOW 

LEVEL IN THE KUMAON HIMALAYA. 

Early in January 1945, there was an unusually heavy snowfall 
in the Kumaon and Garhwal Himalaya in the United Provinces, 
snow incidentally falling in Dehra Dun at 2,000 feet and down to 
as low as 1,600 feet in some of the deep valleys of the outer hills. 
Later that month I was touring in the eastern part of Almora 
District, and on January 30th I was in the Sarju valley near Nali 
forest rest house (about half way between Rameshwar and Bagesh- 
war), where the river runs at about 2,200 feet and the road is 
some hundreds of feet above the river. Here I came across a 
flock of 8 snow pigeon (Columba leuconota leuconota) feeding on 
a grass slope between the road and the river. Snow had by then 
melted in most places below about 6,000 feet. I have often seen 
and shot this species at high levels near the snow peaks between 
about 10,000 andl 13,000 feet, and the distinctive grey, white and 
bkek plumage was unmistakable even af some distance. But I 
shot 4 of them and made certain by a reference to the Fauna of 
British India that my identification was correct. 


C. R. STONOR, 

Mdjor. 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


^85 

I have toured for many years both in summer and winter 
throughout the U.P. Himalaya and I cannot remember ever seeing 
this snow pigeon except at high levels near the main snow range, 
and certainlyl not much below 9,000 feet or more than 5 to 10 
miles from the permanent snow level. But here was a flock at an 
elevation of less than 2,500 feet and 35 miles in a direct line 
from the nearest permanent snow. It is p»'obable that the excep¬ 
tional snowfall earlier in the month had driven them to lower levels, 
but I feel that this occurrence at such a low elevation and so far 
from tlieir usual habitat is worth recording. The habitat given 
in the Fauna of British India is ‘between 10,000 and 12,000 feet 
and less often a thousand feet higher or lower’, which agrees with 
my usual experience, and the lowest occurrences mentioned are 
5,000 feet in Chitral and 7,000 feet in Kashmir. 

Naini Tal, D. DAVIS, i.f.s., 

U.P., Conservator of Forests, 

2nd November 1945. 


II.— MIGRATION OF THE MALLARD {ANAS 
PLATYRYNCHA): RECOVERY OF RINGED BIRD. 

A Mallard (i 4 . platyryncha) was shot at Sakrand Lake, Nawa- 
bshah, Sind, on the 14th January 1945, bearing one of the rings 
of the Bird Banding Bureau, Moscow. The incident and descrip¬ 
tion of the ring and serial number was sent to the society by Mr. 
Hardit Singh, Inspector of Agriculture, Nawabshah Sind. Subse¬ 
quent correspondence with the Director of the Russian Bureau, 
elicited the information that the Mallard was ringed ‘as a moulting 
bird ‘at the Astrakhan State Reserve, near Astrakhan, delta of 
the Volga River’. The date of ringing was not specified. 

EDITORS. 


12.—OCCURRENCE OF THE PINK-FOOTED GOOSE 

{ANSER FABALIS BRACHYRHYNCHUS BAILLON) IN 
INDIA : AN AUTHENTIC RECORD. 

I am sending the skin of a goose shot by His Highness today 
in Bikaner. It has not been possible for us to identify it. Will 
you kindly therefore examine the skin very carefully and let me 
have your opinion for His Highness’ information as to what species 
of goose it is. 

It is possible that it may be a hybrid. On the other hand it 
is also possible that it may be a young Dwarf Goose. But in the 
plate given in Hume and Marshall’s book opposite page 77 there 
appears to be no black tip to the beak which this bird has. On the 
other hand the beak in the plate is yellowish in colour, whereas in 
the bird it is pinkish. 
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The black wing* and tail feathers seem to tally more with the 
Dwarf Goose than any other. It,also has yellow legps. On the 
whole it appeared to be a bird not bigger than a Barr-headed Goose, 
and if anything slightly smaller. 

Thanking you for the favour of an early reply. 

Lallgarh, Bikaner, PRIVATE SECRETARY TO 

Rajputana, H.H. the MAHARAJA OF BIKANER. 

ist December 1945. 


[On examination of the above-mentioned specimen considerable 
difficulty was experienced in establishing its true identity as the 
colouring of the soft parts described by E. C. Stuart Baker (f.b.i., 
Vol. 6, p. 402) applies to the typical race A. ). fabalis. At the same 
time under the heading of ‘Habits’, he writes, ‘Records of the 
occurrence of this goose (Anser brachyrhynchtis) in India are com¬ 
paratively numerous but there can be little doubt that the great 
majority of these refer^to the next bird Anser ncglectus or, perhaps, 
to some other Bean-Goose. In 1849, Blyth recorded the Pink-footed 
Goose in the Punjab; in 1864 Hume shot two specimens believed 
to have been this species in the Jumna, and Irby records one hav¬ 
ing been killed near Lucknow in 1858. In 1879 Hume again re¬ 
corded it. General McLeod says that in 1853 he shot one near Gur- 
daspur in the Punjab. The only record, however, which applies 
without doubt to the Pink-footed Goose is that of the one shot by 
one of my collectors in the Sarrma Valley, Assam. The smaller 
bill of this specimen, 40.60 mm.,’^ alone is sufficient to show that 
It was not one of the bigger Bean-Geese. The small bill of A. /. 
brachyrhynchtis certainly appears to form a good distinction bet¬ 
ween it and the larger bill of A. neglectus, Sushkin’s Goose (culmefi 
55-63 mm.) which resembles it in plumage’. 

However, C. B.. Ticehurst, commenting in the Journal on the 
Fauna of British India: Birds (Vol. 34, p. 489) doubts Baker’s 
Assam record. He opens his notes on A. brachyrhynchus with "a 
question. His remarks are as follows;— 

‘Is there any specimen of this goose from India in existence? If 
not, it should be deleted from the Fauna, The Pink-footed Goose is 
a bird of rather limited and distinctly westerly distribution in 
winter at which season, according to Buturlin, there is not a single 
record so far east even as European Russia. What the Goose 
obtained in Assam was with a bill of 40.6 mm. I cannot say; this 
is too small a bill for the Pink-footed Goose, 15 of which in my 
collection measure 43-50 mm,’ 

Perhaps the last word on the subject is to be found in the 
Handbook of British Birds^ Vol. Ill and we can do no better than 
reproduce the passages dealing with the essential details of both 
the typical race. A, fabalis fabalis and A, f, brachyrhynchus^ the 
sub-species with which we are concerned; 


^ l^rohably a misprint for 46 mm. 
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Anser fabalis fahulis (Lath.). 

Measurements: wing 447-498, mm, tail 117-145, tarsus 71- 

87, bill from feathers 56-66,.9 wing 424-452, bill 51-60, 

Lc. p, 196. 

Distribution : ‘Typical race passes through Europe to winter in 
Mediterranean (rarely N. Africa), Black and Caspian Seas; also 
Asia Minor, Palestine, Persia to Turkestan, Eastern races winter 
in N, China and Japan. Casual in Madeira and Egypt.^ 

Anser fabalis hrachyrhynchus: 

Measurements: * <S 417-490 mm., tarsus 69-83, bill from fea¬ 
thers 41-54 (36 measured). 9 wing 395-454, bill 37-48 (32 mea¬ 
sured.)’ Tail 16-18 feathers. 

Colouring' of soft parts: ‘I^'gs and feet (ad.) flesh-pink to bright 
pink (sometimes almost purple. Caton-Haigh), (juv.) on first arri¬ 
val (Sept.) usually pale pink or dull reddish-grey but many are 
yellow ochre or m'hreous—flesh gradually changing to pink dur¬ 
ing first winter (Coombes);’ l.c. p. 200. 

Distribution : Breeds only in N. E. Greenland, Iceland and 
Spitsbergen. Winters in France (rare) Belgium, Holland, Ger¬ 
many, and oci'urs (or on passage) Jan Mayen, in Faeroes, Bear 
Island and Scandinavia. Accidental in Switzerland, Austria, Italy, 
Cz.-Slovakia, Baltic States, Hungary, Y. Slavia, Roumania, N.W\ 
& S. Rus^iia. Once U.S.A. 

Very possibly the specimen referred to by Baker has* not been 
preserved or, if preserved, mislaid. As he gives the measurement 
of the bill (40.6 mm.) he must have handled the specimen himself. 
Being a competent ornithologist. Baker must have known the spe¬ 
cies he was handling at the time. Baker’s measurement falls well 
within the range recorded in the Handbook of British Biras for 
hrachyrhynchus females, and even the slight difference of under 
4 mm. is really negligible considering that the method of measure¬ 
ment may vary with individuals. 

The measurements of the bird .sent to us from Bikaner are : 
wing 395 mm., tarsus 82 mm., bill from feathers 46 mm., tail 135 
(18 feathers), nail 12 mm. All the measurements suggest that this 
bird is a female of the species A. /. hrachyrhynchus, Eds.] 

13.—SOME CO’MMON BIRDS OF KATHIAWAR—ABSENT 
OR RARE IN KUTCH. 

Mr. SjSlim All’s ‘Birds of Kutch’ has shed a valuable flood of 
light on the bird life of that area and in the side-light I cannot 
help comparing the bird-life of mv province, Kathiawar. 

The learned author has pointed out that the Great Rann is an 
effective barrier to the local movement of birds in Kutch. It 
would be interesting to know lo what extent, if any, the Little 
Rann. presents such a barrier. I am inclined to think that there 
might be a free seasonal movement of birds to and from the 
adjacent areas of North Chiiarat and Kathiawar over the Little 
Rann. If that is true, I wonder why some of the common birds of 
Kathiawar are absent or .rare in Kutch, while others are as common 
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in Kathiawar as in Kutch. This appears to be strangle when we 
view it ag'ainst the background of physiographical, climatic and 
floral, conditions, which are almost identical in Kutch, Kathiawar 
and N. Gujarat. We are told that the resident birds of Kutch, 
as also the local migrants, approximate more closely to the birds 
of Gujarat and Kathiawar. There seems to be no reason, there¬ 
fore, to justify the absence of such common birds as the Jungle- 
crow, the Tree-pie and the Crow-pheasant from Kutch. This ques¬ 
tion may take us to the origin of species of birds in Kutch and 
if Mr. Sdlim Ali will throw more light on the question I should not 
be disappointed in expecting very valuable and interesting infor¬ 
mation. 

Giving some specific instances, 1 wonder what prompted the 
Jungle-crow to make a 'peaceful penetration* into Kutch recently 
where it was absent so long. The Tree-pie is not rare in afforested 
areas and gardens in the three adjacent provinces. During my 
flying visit to Kutch a couple of years ago I saw beautiful gardens 
and ‘wadis’ near Mandvi and Bhuj, but I cannot imagine why they 
have not attracted the Tree-pie. 

The Jungle babbler presents a different problem, as also the 
Rosy Pelican. If the former once flourished in Kutch it is diffi¬ 
cult to know the reason why it left the benevolent protection of 
the bird-loving rulers of Kutch. Mr. Sdlim Ali observed the Peli¬ 
can at Mithapur in N.W. Kathiawar, but not in Kutch where it 
was observed by Lester in 1893. The bird is a eommon winter 
visitor to t;he backwaters of the west coast of Kathiawar, and on 
my way to Kutch I saw a party on the Miani creek about half way 
between Mithapur and Porbander. When I was stationed at Navi- 
bunder, some distance south of Porbander, I observed that the 
Pelican was the earliest bird to arrive there on the tidal waters of 
the mouth of the Bhadar, the biggest river of Kathiawar. A party 
of about 50 birds arrived there in the last week of August and dis¬ 
appeared next day, leaving a few to spend the cold weather there. 
One of them tried to swallow a fish too big even for its bulky bill 
and pouch and the misadventure cost the greedy bird its life. I 
wonder why the Pelican, on its way to Kathiawar, should rule out 
the creeks of Kutch. 

Mr. Sdlim Ali informs us that the Coucal or Crow-pheasant was 
recently ihtroduced into Kutch from Jamnagar under the name of 
‘Jamnagar crow’. I have observed in Kathiawar that the Coucal 
inhabits even distant and isolated gardens in barren tracts. In 
fact it is so well known there that it has its local name which 
appears to have been adopted in English. Another remarkable 
a 1 >sentee is the Magpie Robin, which Kutch is unlucky to miss 
inspite of localities quite suitable to thi^ pretty bird. Barring some 
semi-desert regions in Kathiawar, every garden there claims the 
patronage of this beautiful Songster. 

As in Kutch so also in Kathiawar, the Paradise Flycatcher is a 
rare straggling passage migrant and I have steen only one specimen 
in a ga'rden in the "heart of Porbander. 

The distribution of the Bank Myna is remarkable. While it is un- 
commoii atid patc^iy in Kutch, it is more common than the Common 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


2S9 


Myna in Gujarat, tolerably common in E, Kathiawar and only a 
winter visitor in W, Kathiawar. The Pied Crested Cuckoo, though 
fairly common in Kutch, is unknown in Kathiawar except some 
well shaded areas near Bhavanagar and, probably, Junagadh. On 
the other hand, while the Coppersmith is a rara avis in Kutch I 
cannot imagine a Ficus tree in Kathiawar not visited by this ventri¬ 
loquist. 

Besides the Pelican, I must arraign the White Stork for shun¬ 
ning the domains of the Maharao and selecting the scanty marshes 
of Kathiawar, where hot many rulers have the love for birds at their 
heart. While travelling from Jamnagar to Ahmedabad I saw a 
flock of white storks in the month of May ! Again, while taking 
a morning walk to observe bird-life at Than in N. E. Kathiawar 
1 saw a party of white Storks busy with their morning breakfast. 
This was in September. 

Want of space forbids me to prolong these notes, but I cannot 
close these lines without stressing the importance of the west coast 
of Kathiawar in relation to the migration of birds for many ot 
which it is a passage route. With thrill and delight I remember 
the days of my boyhood when we enjoyed the pleasure of observ¬ 
ing these annual migrations. Birds flew over even at night, and 
while the sonorous and shrill trumpetings of cranes, resounded in 
the cool air, we craned our necks in vain to pick up a glimpse of 
the birds against the canopy of the starspangled sky. It is impor¬ 
tant to note that I have never seen their return flights in spring. 
This shows that, as in Kutch so also in Kathiawar they take a 
different route on their return home. 

Let me hope .that one day some enthusiastic ornithologist like 
Mr. SAYim Ali will get an opportunity to survey the avifauna oT 
my Province and give us surprising and interesting wealth of in¬ 
formation. 

Andheri, V. M. VASU, 

11th January 1946. Advocate. 

14.—‘BIRDS OF VIZAGAPATAM DISTRICT^—SOME 
NOTABLE OMISSIONS. 

The contribution to the September issue of the Society’s 
Journal by Mr. Humayun Abdulali on the birds of Vizagapatam 
District (Vol. 451 p. 333) has filled a notable gap in the ornithologi¬ 
cal records of India. It is indeed surprising that in spite of the 
Vernay Survey there should have hitherto been such sparse records 
of the bird life of this large and important district. The Vernay 
Survey for instance reported that there was no record of three 
very common birds, the Green Bee-eater, the Pied King-fisher and 
the Blue Jay, in the Madras Presidency north of the Godavari. All 
three of these birds can be seen in considerable numbers from the 
windows of the Madras-Calcutta mail as it passes through the 
Vizagapatam District, 1 worked in the Vizagapatam District for 



JOURNAL BOMBAY NATURAL HIST. SOCl&TV, m ^ 

two or threp years, and from my observation there would say thaf 
the Pied Xing'-fi^her and the Blue Jay are more common there than 
in any other district of the Presidency. There are two items of 
information I should like to add to Mr* Abdulali^s article. The 
Grey Hornbill is not uncommon in the plains of the district, and 
I remember to have seen it frequently near Palkonda, in particular* 
Also I saw a pair of Great Hornbills in dense jungle near Lotugedda 
in the Agency tracts in September 1930. Although I read in a 
back number of the Journal (xxxvii No. 4) that there was no re¬ 
cord of these birds being found on the eastern side of the Madras 
Presidency, I can positively assert that I was not mistaken. 

The notes of Mr. La Personne on the birds of Salem district 
in the Vernay Survey are very complete. But I am sure much 
valuable information could be gathered if an expert paid a winter 
visit to the district. Throughout the cold weather a blue rock- 
thrush is to be seen at or about the same point on the ghat road 
lo Yercaud, some 3,500 feet above sea-level. It disappears about 
the end of April, and this year I saw it again on the ist October, 
On the 8th October last year a pair of Black Redstarts appeared 
in my garden. They were gone the next day, and I have not seen 
the bird this year. The Blue-tailed Bee-eater puts in an appear¬ 
ance in large numbers with the north-east monsoon. This year 
the first arrivals were noticed on -Sth October. The Green 
Bee-eater is of course numerous throughout the year, but the Chest- 
nut-headed Bee-eater seems to be rather commoner in summer 
than in the winter or the rains. It is perhaps worth noting that 
the Brahminy Myna is extremely common in and around Salem, 
whereas during a stay of a year and a half in the adjacent district 
of Coimbatore I never saw a single specimen. In December last 
year a wedge of a dozen or more wild geese was seen flying south¬ 
wards over the middle of Salem town. The Vernay Survey ex¬ 
presses some doubt regarding the occurrence of the Common River 
T^ern in Madras. Terns (presumably belonging to this species) 
can be seen in fairly large numbers—together with cormorants and 
one or two herons—on the Cauvery river at HogainakaL There 
are also terns and cormorants below the Mettur dam on this river. 

Even in my own compound of some half a dozen acres the 
variety of birds that can be seen is quite remarkable. For ex¬ 
ample I may mention that Ashy Swallow-shrikes perch every even¬ 
ing, huddled close together, on the wireless aerial. The Wood- 
shrike’s distinctive call can be heard almost daily. The Bay- 
backed Shrike, the Black-headed Cuckoo-shrike, the large Cuckoo- 
shrike, and the great Grey Shrike all visit the compound, some of 
them frequently. 

I should be veiy glad to oflFer hospitality to any observer whom 
the Society might depute to pay a visit to Salem. 

Collector’s Bungalow, 

Salem, r. c. BELL, i.e.s. 

6 th November 1945. 
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iS.l-THE filRDS OF BURMA, 

[A teply to Major B, E, Smythies' note (Vol. 45, p. 448).] 

May I reply briefly to Major B. E. Smythies* courteous criti¬ 
cism of my monograph on the vegetation of North Burma in the 
September Journal, 

In the first place I did him Jess than justice both in my re¬ 
mark that he had not visualised North Burma* and in my sugges¬ 
tion that he had underrated the avifauna of that region. The 
former error is perhaps pardonable as I believe Smythies’ journeys 
(worthy of a pioneer explorer) were actually made after the pub¬ 
lication of the Birds of Burma and I did not fully appreciate his 
geographical sense. My excuse for the latter must be his own 
modesty in disclaiming any credit for his book. I have since 
learnt that a large share of the credit is due to him, and from 
letters I have received from him, as well as from his published 
work I have come to realise how comprehensive his knowledge of 
Burmese birds is, how accurate his observations and how authen¬ 
tic his statements. 

He says that North Burma is poor in birds, and I am bound 
ro accept that. At certain seasons however, as he himself is willing 
to concede, tljere may be a flush of birds—though he appears scep¬ 
tical of my procession. Though I am loath to withdraw my wager 
that there might be 50 species and/or varieties new to Burma in 
the far north, I feci now that it was a rash bet. Might I how¬ 
ever suggest that some of them are likely to be found amongst 
the wrens, chats, warblers, fly-catchers, bulbuls, babblers and other 
small birds. He must not however expect me to name them— 
if I did, they would not be new ! 

On one point however I must disagree with Smythies. I am 
indeed rather surprised that a field naturalist of his calibre should 
think that birds, many of which cat seeds and are responsible for 
distributing plants in a variety of ways, are not the concern of the 
botanist. The fact that I am ignorant about them does not alter 
the fact that it is desirable to learn. 

When Lord Cranbrook spent a season with me in the Adung 
Valley, I collected 30% of the birds myself and made some observa¬ 
tions, though I never got any credit for this. Now I know why. 

1 am a botanist. . . It was when Cranbrook and I were camped 
on the bank of the Adung at the last Tibetan village (6,000 feet) 
from February to May, that we made the bulk of our collection and 
I noted the ‘vast procession of migratory birds’. The low level 
Rhododendrons were in bloom, I think Cranbrook would concur. 
We added several birds to the Burma list, though we could not 
have collected a tithe of those we saw,—nor skinned a tithe of 
those we might have collected. And this in one short season, in 
one small valley. Multiply our efforts by 10, by 20, and we might 
conceivably begin to approach my figure. As for the ‘few passing 
kicks’ which Smythies in lighter vein says that I handed out (can 
one hand out a kick?) to the Birds of Burma, these were aimed 
at the map onlyj and after alt a friendly kick is not far removed 
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from a kiss! I have spent many happy hou^s on some of the 
remoter rivers of Assam watching birds with the Birds of Burma 
open beside me. Unfortunately it was not mine and I returned it 
reluctantly to its trustful owner, having overcome a great tempta¬ 
tion. 

Smythies’ has written me that his book may be republished.^ I 
sincerely hope this is true. 

Khowang Tea Estate, 

Moran District, F. KINGDON-WARD. 

Upper Assam. 

16 September 1945. 


16.—ON THE BREEDING OF THE TIGER SHARK 

(GALEOCERDO TIGRINUS MULLER & HENLE). 

The systematics of the Tiger Shark Galeocerdo iigrinus was in¬ 
cluded by me in a previous paper published in this Journal (Vol. 
xliv, No. I, 1943). The paper also contained an Recount of its 
feeding and breeding habits, based on the observations from such 
stages of pregnancy as were then available to me. Subsequently 
1 conducted an autopsy on a female with young in her uteri, al¬ 
most ready for expulsion. The condition observed is described 
below:— ’ 

Parturition stage :— 

Parent female: total length 12' ii"; app. wt, 1,500 lbs.; 
date 4-5-43. 

Each uterus had 13 foetuses, 7 males and 19 females. They 
were enclosed in water-filled sacs and floated freely in them, there 
being no attachment to the uterine wall. The foetuses ranged 
from 2' 3" to 2' 5^" in total length. Their yoke-sacs and umblical 
cords were extremely reduced in size and length and showed con¬ 
spicuous structural degeneration. There was no longer any yolJe 
' in the yolk-sacs, and their walls were extremely shrivelled up 
without any trace of blood capillaries. The reduced umblical cords 
measured from 2" to 4". The umblical vessels had atrophied and 
fibrosed. The umblical sheaths showed considerable rugosity and 
fibrosis near the points of attachments, suggesting that they would 
shortly be cast off. A dissection of the foetus revealed the pre¬ 
sence of a large internal yolk-sac containing plenty of yellow yolk. 
All these features made it evident that parturition was near at 
hand. The mucous membrane of each of the uterine compart¬ 
ments (horizontally disposed) was plain and smooth but fairly 
vascular. 

These observations clearly verify the inferences drawn by me in 
my aforesaid paper that, 

I. The young of this species measure, at birth, about 2' 6^ 
in length, and 
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Th?it G. tigfinus is a non-placental form. The large quantity 
of yolk in the sac serves as nourishment for the embryo through- 
otrt its intra-uterine life, no placenta being at all formed. 

Dspartment of Fisheries, 

Bombav, P. N. SARANGDH'AR, m.sc., ph.d. 

^oth October 1945. 


17.—A NOTE ON THE CONSERVATION OF OUR INLAND 
FISHERIES BY LEGISLATION. 

An enquiry was made by Francis Day* in 1868-70 into Fresh 
water Fisheries of India and Burma showed that an indiscriminate 
and wholesale slaughter of fish life took place annually. Dr. Day 
pointed out that unless remedial measures were adopted this in¬ 
discriminate destruction of spawners and spawn would result in 
great diminution in the fish supply of India. 

Legislation .—It was, however, in 1897 that protection to Fish¬ 
eries in India was afforded by legislation with the enactment of 
Indian Fisheries-Act IV. This Act, as Comber* (1906) pointed 
out was very far from being what all competent experts would 
have liked to see it. It prohibited the use of poisons and dynamite 
in rivers, but practically left everything else to local administra¬ 
tions to whom power was given to frame such minor rules, under 
the Act, as might seem necessary for the protection of fish in 
waters under their jurisdiction—^by prohibiting or regulating (a) the 
erection and use of fixed engines, (b) the construction of weirs, 
and (c) the dimension and kind of nets to be used, and the modes of 
using them. No machinery was introduced for the proper work¬ 
ing of the Act. 

Provincial legislation .—Inquiries recently made show that in 
some provinces the Indian Fisheries Act has not been adopted at 
all, in others it is in force but no subsidiary rules have been drawn 
up. In Bengal, owing to Permanent Settlement, the fisheries posi¬ 
tion is very complicatedf Some protection to fisheries in reserved 
and protected forests is afforded under the Forest Act. In respect 
of private waters, Private Fisheries Protection Act, 11 of 1899, pass¬ 
ed by the Bengal Legislature penalises poaching in such waters. In 
Bombay, fishing in the rivers is entirely free and no rules have 
beoit framed for conservation of inland fisheries. The same applies 
to almost all other provinces in India. It is only in the Punjab 
that the fisheries are protected by Provincial legislation. The Pun¬ 
jab Fisheries Act II enacted in 1914. Its provisions are applicable 
to all the rivers! canals and other public waters. The Act and the 
Rules notified thereunder prohibit (i) all kind of fishing in rivers 


* Day, F. (iSyi^^Raiiart on the Fish and Fisheries of Fresh Waters of 
Xpdia and Burma. Simla, pp. 1-49. 

* Comber, N. (1906—'Frotectlve Legislation for Indian Fisheries'. Journ. 
Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc, XVII, pp 637^ 
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aod canals except under a licence, (2) the use of small meshed nets 
and fixed engines, (3) sale of certain important species of fish 
caught in contravention of rules, and imposes (4) a close season 
for fishing during the breeding period of* the fish. 

Legislation, undoubtedly, prevents the depletion of the rivers 
by such harmful methods as small meshed nets, traps and fixed 
engines and thus helps in improving the fisheries. But the Indian 
Fisheries Act, IV of 1897, without any rules or without any ma¬ 
chinery to work its provisions, is entirely inadequate to afford any 
substantial protection to the fisheries. 

For the conservation of our existing fisheries, it is desired, that 
all Provincial Governments, where no rules or regulations for the 
protection of fisheries at present exist, may be advised to enact 
protective legislation and at the same lime create an agency to 
work its provisions. The legislation should specially provide for 
the following: — 

1. Control of all kinds of fishing under a licence. 

2. Prohibition of small meshed nets, fixed engines, erection 
of dams and diversion of water for catching fish. 

3. Imposition of a size limit below which no fish of such im¬ 
portant species as Mahsir (Barbus tor), and others can be killed. 

4. Provision of a close season during the breeding period of 

fish. 

5. Prohibition of the sale of certain important species of fish 
caught in contravention of rules. 

Lahore, HAMID KHAN, ph.d. (Cantab), f.a.sc., 

yth July 1944. Game Warden^ Punjab. 


18.—ECOLOGICAL AND SPECIFIC VARIATION IN THE 
CAMOUFLAGE DEVICES OF SPIDER WEBS. 

I am at present collecting records of orb webs with camouflage 
devices. Such spiders as the members of the Genus, Argiope, 
Ulohoridae and Cyclosa are common through the tropics. 

Kingston in his paper Devices of Spiders’ snares (P.Z.S. 1927 
Vol. xviii) gives an outline of the more common web designs, 
which is useful for reference. 

The preparation of webs is quite easy. A sheet of white paper 
is covered with any good dilute gum, and then placed close to the 
web. Th? supports are then broken and the web and paper dried. 

I process these webs with water colour to make the webs stand 
out. 

The webs should be accompanied by the spider, in a small papt^r 
packet, and with notes on— 

1. Where collected. ' 

2. Whether grassy, or shrub ground, or in house, etc. 

3. Some indifcation as to whether the web is exposed to direct 
sunlight and the amount of illumination. 
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The webs should be sent to my home address, as my army ad¬ 
dress is not very permanent. My address is as follows;— 

35, High Park Drive, 
Heuton, Bradford, 
Yorks, England. 


Any webs which- you may send will be very acceptable and 
will help considerably in increasing the extent of my records. 

S.E.A.C., J. E. MARSON, f.r.e.s. 

iitk October 1945. 


i9._notes on the giant wood spider {NEPHILA 

MACULATA) IN BURMA. 

(With 2 plates), 

Nephila maculata is very widely distributed in Burma. My 
own records for 1945 give the distribution as follows: 3-2-45 
Maungdaw; 23-2-45 Ramree Island; 27-5-45 Taungup; 7-9-45 mile 
35 Toungoo Slawchii Road; 14-9-45 mile 53 Toungoo Mawchii 
Road; 1-10-45 Mawchii. 

The structure and method of spinning the web is very well des¬ 
cribed in Kingston’s paper ‘The Snare of the Giant Wood Spider’.^ 
I would however like to add the following notes on the web. 

It is very common to find that the female Nephila uses a maze 
of irregular webbing at one or both sides of the large orb web. 
Kingston comments on this point as follows*: ‘There is another 
structure in the architecture of the Nephila which I have not obser¬ 
ved in ordinary snares. Not only does she spread an extensive 
sheet, but she also constructs a special barrier in order to drive 
her victim more surely into the toUs. She places it so as to face 
one surface of the sheet, it is at a slightly higher level than the 
main snare and a little distance away. There is nothing precise 
or geometrical in its workmanship, it is merely a tangled maze 
of lines.’ 

This addition of an irregular maze of webbing at one or both 
sides of an orb web is not uncommon amongst orb-web spinners, 
especially in the case of immature females, and with webs in shaded 
places. This is quite common with species of Gasterocantha, es¬ 
pecially with G. hrevispina. In these cases it is usual for the 
maze webbing to be dotted with patches of white webbing about a 
quarter of an inch long. 

The structure of which Kingston says® ‘she places it so as t*) 
face one surface of the sheet, it is at a slightly higher level than 


* Hins;ston.—Snare of Giant Wood Spider; Journal of the Bombay 
Nat, Hist, Society ; Part I Volume xxxviii pages 642-649; Parts II & III 
Vol. xxvHi pages 9x1-923; Ftert IV Volume xxix pages 70-75. 

* As above.—Part HI page 9iS» lines 

* As above.—III ^ge 918, Knes 21-22. ' ' 
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tbe main anare and a little distance £r6m it,’ is typical of the 
of an adult female in a position where there is a fair amount of both 
room and Itg^ht, e,g. between trees in fairly open woodlands. I 
found iV. maculata amongst the well laid«out rubber plantations 
in Ceylon. This was the first time that I had met the species, and 
I cannot remember ever seeing any additional irregular webbing in 
these perfect conditions for spinning the laxgfe orb web. It is 
therefore probable that this irregular webbing is only added by an 
adult female when there are shrubs surrounding the web. The 
upper edge of this sheet of irregular webbing is attached to the up¬ 
per supports of ihe orb web, the lower edge being attached slightly 
in front of the lower supports, giving a sheet of irregular web¬ 
bing at an angle to the orb web. 

It is very common to find wide variations from this form even 
in webs of adult females. When webs are spun jn semi enclosed 
conditions, the addition of irregular webbing at both sides of the 
orb web is common, giving a much more impressive structure than 
that of the simple orb web. From a side view the web has the 
appearance of a spindle. In these cases the sheets of irregular 
webbing are supported at their centres giving a dome of irregular 
webbing, as illustrated by the heavy doited line in Fig. i, plate i. 

The following figuies from a web of this type, spun in a rather 
limited space, will indicate the size of this additional webbing. 

H 110 cm§. A,^ 25 cms. Ag 45 cms. 20 cms. 40 cms. 

The actual form this webbing is very irregular as can lx* set'n 
in Plate II where the irregular webbing has been superimposed 
upon the orb web as seen from a front view. These illustrations 
were drawn from webs prepared after the whole web had been com¬ 
pleted for three days. 

The completest form of this irregular webbing is however best 
seen in the young stages of the female. I have never found the 
younger stages without an irregular web at both sides pf the orb 
web. Often these are large as compared with the height of the 
orb web supports, the complete width of the spindle being equal 
to the height of these supports. 


7 
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. With^^der* «tag!tes, it is usual to ftnd an irregular cone web at 
the most shaded side, and the orb web and a sloping sheet of 
Singular webbing at the other side. In this cone the width of the 
additional webbing is about half the height of the orb web, Fig. 
2, Plate I. Webs of almost mature females usually have the irre¬ 
gular webbing at one side, the shaded side of the orb web, Fig. 3, 
Plate I. 

I have only recently started recording measurements of these 
webs but the first set of measurements indicate that "the extent of 
this additional irregular webbing is determined by the maturity 
of the female and the intensity of illumination. 

It is common to find immature male spiders in the webs of 
Immature females, but in this case they are always found resting 
in the irregular webbing. They only move to the side of the 
female’s orb web when they both reach maturity. 

It is quite common to find that insects have become entangled 
in the irregular webbing and have not been touched by the fe¬ 
male; so it is probable that the use of this maze of webbing is 
to prevent the spider being plucked from its web by animals which 
prey on the younger stages. Only insects caught in the central 
orb are used as food. 

In webs of immature females, a vertical line of heavy white 
webbing about three-eighth of an inch wide and half the height 
of the orb web is often introduced. This has a camouflage effect 
similar to the confusion effect of the concrete zigzag of Argiope^, 
At times this line of heavy webbing is also present in the adult 
female’s web, Plate II. The webbing of the immature female is 
white but that of adult is yellow. There is no form in the arrange¬ 
ment of this additional Webbing and it may be composed of the 
remains of parts of the Web, which the female has broken d6wn 
and failed to digest*. With this additional webbing being yellow 
in colour, the abdomen of the female merges with it, the large 
spider’s outline being very confused. 

Mawchii, Burma, j. e. MARSON, 

20th November 1945. f.r.e.s. 


20.—THE BUTTERFLIES OF THE NILGIRIS— 

A SUPPLEMENTARY NOTE. 

I should like to make one or two comments on Mr. Wynter- 
Blyth’s excellent article, ‘The Butterflies of the Nilgiris, Part T, 
published in Vol. xllv, No. 4 of the Journal. 


* As above.^Part III pages 918-919, lines 50-511, 1-50. 

• HingSton.—Devices In Spider’s Snares; F.Z.S, 1921, Vol. xviii, pages 
983-285. 

13a 
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Ih. PMhysa oMiphoites naita^ M. In VoL xxxvin^ No. 
Brigadier T. E. Delves Broughton rqK>rted that he had in his 
coU^tion two specimens, taken on the Nadghani Ghat Road on 
^3-4*1921. The butterfly can dejfinitely be included in the Nilgtri list. 

2. Prioneris sita^ Fd. The British Museum has this butterfly 
from the Nilgiris, from CrowlQr*s collection {Vide my list in the 
Journal^ Vol. xxxviii, No. 2). 

3. Discophora lepida lepida^ M. This is listed by Hampson; 
‘one female seen on the Western Slopes in October 1888 at 300 feet’. 

4. Euthalia nais. Forester., EuthaUa lepida miyana, Fruh., 
Euthalia garuda tneridionalis, Fruh., Euthalia luhentina arasada, 
Fruh., Euthalia evelina laudahUis^ Swin:—All five, not merely nais, 
are recorded by Hampson as Nos. 71-75 in his list of 1888. Of nais 
he says, ‘In bamboo jungles*. Of the other four he says, ‘Rare’, 
and of evelina, ‘Rare and difficult to catch*. He records the heights 
between which he took them. 

By a slip of the pen Mr, Wynter-Blyth says, * evelina and garuda 
seem to be common round Bangalore.’ I never heard of evelina 
being caught or seen round Bangalore; perhaps my information 
is incomplete. It certainly is not common in that neighbourhood, 
if at all it exists. ^Evelina* is, I think, wholly an evergreen forest 
butterfly. The two species common round Bangalore are nais and 
garuda; the latter is very common among the mango trees. 

5. Doleschallia bisaltide malaharica, Fruh., has been taken in 
the Nilgiris. The record of one taken by Stokes Roberts was given 
me by the British Museum; whereabouts, II do not know. {Vide 
my list in Vol. xxxviii, No. 2 of the Journal,) 


Cranham, 

Berkhamsted, J. a. YATES. 

i6th December 1944. 


2j.._NOTE on the BUTTERFLY, MELANITIS 
PHEDIMA VAEAHA. 

Mr, Wynter-Blyth’s note on this insect, in Vol. xliv. No. 4 of 
the Journal has induced me to offer a few observations. 

(i) This butterfly is common in Coorg. It appears to favour 
the evergreen area or the mixed evergreen and deciduous areas. 
And, as evergreen and mixed forest or woodland, cover the greater 
part of the province, it is almost ubiquitous. Specimens in my col¬ 
lection—^a selection of catches—range in altitude from the foot of 
the Ghats upwards, and in extent from Urti in the south to Som- 
warpet in the north,.t.e. from 300 feet above sea level to 3,700 
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(a) The dry seaaon forms aM^ear, it would seem, early in 
November and persist until eariy May. As to the wet season 
forms, i find that I took them September-October. I was never 
in Cborg during’ the heavy monsoon months, June to August; I 
think it very probable that the wet season forms last from June 
to October. My collection covers the months September to May. 

(3) D.S.F. are generally quite a bit larger than W.S.F. 

(4) W.S.F. d d Above dark. /.w. not produced, and termen 
not angled, or only vestigially angled. Black spots not visible; 
and no white spots on f.w. or h.w. 

Underside^ as described by Evans. ‘Ocelli small, but more 
or less complete and usually well formed. (This applies also to 
9 9).’ But there is great variation. In some specimens the 
ocelli are very small; white centre hardly visible. Or, the h,w. 
ocelli are clear but /.w. Ocelli faint. The discal line, however, is 
generally clear. 

W.S.F. 9 9 • Lighter in colour, brown not blackish. f,w, 
slightly produced and angled. ‘Tail* at v. 3 h,w. slightly longer 
than that of d sW.S.F. White spots variable, 2, i or o. 

(5) D.S.F. d d. Above dark brown, ashy on margin. Some¬ 
times on f.w, angle and h.w. ‘tail* slightly ferruginous. Dark 
spots on f.w. visible, but not prominent. White spots f.w. gene¬ 
rally present, i or 2, but occasionally o. Sometimes minute white 
spot on h.w. near v. 2 towards margin. 

D.S.F. 9 9 • Above f.w. more produced and angled than 
W.S.F. Spots on f.w. variable as in W.S.F. h.w. ‘tail* v. 3 longer 
than in W.S.F. 

Underside. 

D.S.F. d d • Very variable, commonly purplish brown. Dis¬ 
cal line, prominent or vague. Ocelli as a rule faint or vestigial 
or mere dark spots. Occasionally, though not clearly ringed, a 
full range of light spots. 

D.S.F. 9 9 • Generally ferruginous, sometimes of a rich 

umber tint. Discal line obvious, but perhaps not so defined as in 
W.S.F. Ocelli very variable; seldom ringed. Thus they may be 
just black dots, or vague yellowish spots not defined by a line. 

Granham, j. a. YATES. 

Bbrkhamsted, 

16th December 1944* 


22.—STALKED COCOONS, 

With reference to Mr, Loke*s note (1945, Johm. Bomb. Nat. 
Hist. Soc., 45: 440) on die cocoon of the Tussar Silk Moth, the 
pedunculate cocoon of Antheraea paphia L. is^ quite normal. In 
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addition to this species, a number of Saturniids; spin peduncnlate 

cocoons*- ^ ‘ . . 

- Whilst I have never found any of these cocoons in situ, both' 
from literature, and from the cocoons of paphia and Leopa newara 
Moore that have been given me by friends, I have alwa>% Understock! 
that they were normally suspended by the stalk * alone and had 
no other support. ' 

Moore {Lep. Ceyl., ii) lincler his diagnosis of the family Satur- 
niidae, writes ‘Cocoon . . • . attached to a twig by a silken 
peduncle, or to pendent leaves by silken threads.’ Under Antheraea 
dngalesa Moore, now often considered a sub-species of Mylitta 
Drury, he states ‘Cocoon . . . attached to twig by a short coarse 
silken peduncle’, and the figure shews the cocoon standing out 
almost at right angles to its support. Under Attacus tapfohanis 
Moore, now considered a subspecies of atlas L., we find ‘Cocoon. . 
attached to a twig by a silken peduncle amongst the leaves’, but 
the figure does not shew the cocoon in situ, 

Hampsoh (Fauna Bnt» Ind., Moths, i) under Antheraea paphia 
L., A, knyvetti Hamps, and Loepa newara Moore states ‘Cocoon 
pedunculate’ without giving further details. 

Seitz (Macro-Lepidoptera of the World, x) writes under Sarnia, 
‘the cocoon often enveloped in leaves, * . . it is often suspended 
by a long strong silk cord’, and. under Antherg>eui, ^Cocoons of 
paphia and ^mylitta shaped like a, nut suspended on a long silk 
thread 

No cocoon of either paphia or newara that I have seen has shewn 
any sign of attachment to a leaf, and none has had the vein marks 
that are so clearfy shewn on the cocoon of Sarnia cynthia Drury, 
when it is spun in a les^f. The attachment of Mr. Loke’s cocoon 
to a leaf was, I think, rather exceptional. 

The explanation given for the stalked condition of these cocoons 
is not merely that of attachment. It is usually considered to be 
a protection from the attacks of birds, the cocoon merely swinging 
away on its stalk when pecked at, instead of being torn open as 
the normally fixed cocoon would be. 

Sarnia cynthia Drury normally spins a non-peduncultae cocoon 
^ong leaves-or along a twig, but sometimes the cocoon is spun 
inside a, single leaf, and the stalk of the leaf is spun over with a 
layer 6f silk and fixed firmly to the twig thereby, which prevents the 
leaf falling. This is, I believe, considered a racial characteristic. 

Tjie stalk of the cocoon of A, paphia rs, of course, pure silk, 
the iddividual threads being spun side by side and fusing to form 
a solid cord. , ? ^ 

CALOutTA, p. G. SEVASTOPULO, 

i^h Hov$mll)0r 



MlS>CEtLANEOVS NOTES 


23._INSTANCE of fasciation jn palmyra 

(BORASSUS FLABELIJFER) 

(WHh a photo) 



A Fasciated Palmyra Palm; 

I ^ctt a jphotograph of a fasciated Palnma g^wtng 

6n the side of the PiidiAkkottai^Poniimmaravaty Rmd (Road No; i8) 
in the Pudukkottai ^ate, at rfiile 9/s near the Sittur village* 





9oa 
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The Palmyra has 12 branches and the main stem is about X2 
feet high-—cf. the painted 6 foot pole in the photograph placed 
near the tree. Since the tree has not been observed in flower, I 
am not able to say whether it is male or female. 

The local people have erected a platform round it and worship 
the tree as the abode of a popular local deity Torpanaiyan’ who 
is associated in local legend with the ‘golden palmyra*. 

This note and the photograph if published will 1 hope interest 
your readers. 

State Museum, K. R. SRINIVASAN, m.a., 

PuDUKKOTTAi (S. India). CuratoT. 

i/\ih November 1945. 


^ AN ABNORMAL FLOWER OF GLORIO&4 

\ ^ SUPERBA LINk- , ‘ '"I 

^ To^rds the end of the rainy season Mr. Prater, the Curator of 
the . sent me an abnormal flowf of Gloriosa superha tinn, 

which had been collected by Mrs. Wa^r, a metnber of Ae Society. 



Gloriosa superba. Linn. 


The abnormality of the flower is at once afferent in the 
acconq>anying photograph and diagrams. There were in all irix 
flowi^s on ^ one brandi sent to me; five of these flowers were 
tuxn^, one was very abnormal. 
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The perianth of this abnormal flower consisted of 13 segments, 
each of them regular in colour and structure; stamens were also 
13, and the anthers and filaments were entirely normal. The 
ovary was a very striking structure, obviously the result of the 
fusion of 2 or 3 ovaries. For the sake of comparison I append 
a diagram of a normal ovary side by side with the ovary of the 
abnormal flower. In the latter there were externally 9 lobes; on 
dissecting the ovary, however, it was found that there were only 
seven lobes, two of them being much more developed than the 
rest; the placentation of the abnormal flower was of the usual 
parietal type, with a double row of ovules along each of the 
sutures. At the apex of the ovary there were two styles, each 
with three stigmas or stigmatic lobes. 



A B 



C D 

• ^ 

Gloriosa superha* Linn. A«6 : T.S. of abnormal (A) and normal (B) ovarj 
(X 6). C*D: T.S. of abnormal (C) and^ normal (D) flower stalk (x 8). 


Dissection of the stalkk of the normal and abnormal flowers 
showed a great difference between Ae two types of flowers. The 
normal flower stalk is roughly quadrangular in transverse section; 
that of the abnormal flower was rectangular and about as thick 
as the normal stalk, but 2J times as broad. The number of 
vascular ^bundles in the regular stalk are 6 + 6, arranged in two 
concratrjc circles; in the iriegular stalk there were 23 bundles 
arranged in a very irregular fashion. 
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The numbers td the various parts of the flower at once suggest 
that the abnormality was the result of the fusion of a. or more 
probabty 3 flowers. The fact that the segments of the flowv were 
nor multiples of 6, seems to indicate that there were three flowers 
fused in such a fashion that some of the segments had been 
suppressed or lost in the fusing process. 

St. Xavier’s College, Bombay. H. SANTAPAU. s.j. 

5tfe December 1945. 


nuNTRp ano rasMSasD fn v. u. paiur at thb piocbsan nuns, 18 cmmcti road, 
vbpbrv, MAnus >. 1. c. no. q.m. ms. $)—ao4i-i94()~.t,2$o copibs. C964- 

BOITORS : 8.'- M. ,ntATBR, <J. MCCANN ANP SAlai AU, ^ APOLLO STitSBT, POST, BOiaAV 
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THE YELLOW JASMINE 
JASMINUM HUMILE LIntv. 
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is due to the difficulties experienced by our printers In 
producing this publication In time under present day 
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SOME BEAUTIFUL INDIAN CLIMBERS AND SHRUBS. 

BY 

N. L. Bor, c.i.e., m.a., d.sc., f.l.s., i.f.s., 

Forest Botanist, 

AND 

M. B. Raizada, m.sc., 

Assistant Forest Botanist, 

Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun, 

Part XXIII. 

(Continued from Vol, 46, No, i, 1946, p. 12.) 

(With I coloured and 4 black and white plates and 7 text-figiires,) 

Oleaceae. 

The Olive Family. 

This family takes its name from one of its genera, Olea, Olea 
is itself derived from the Greek word, elnia, a name for the Olive. 
Olive oil was called elaion in Greek. 

Oleaceae is a large family of 22 genera and about 400 species, 
distributed throughout the temperate and warmer regions of the 
earth. Included in the family are deciduous and evergreen trees 
and shrubs with opposite leaves. The leaves are simple or com¬ 
pound exstipulate. Inflorescence various, axillary or terminal; 
flowers hermaphrodite, rarely unisexual, regular. Calyx nearly 
always present, small, 4 or occasionally more-lobed, usually bell¬ 
shaped. Corolla gamopetalous, sometimes of four petals, often 
4-lobed. Stamens 2; anthers apiculate, often back to back, 
opening lengthwise; filaments short. Ovary superior, 2-celled; 
pvules usually 2 in each cell. Fruit a capsule, berry or drupe. 
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The hewers of the species of Oleaceae are ofteh sweetly scented 
and numbers of them secrete a nectar at the base of the corolla* 
characteristics which indicate fertilisation through the agency of 
insects. An interesting fact about some species, e.g. Nycianthes 
arbof’-tristis (the well-known Harsingar) and various species of 
Jasminum, etc. is that their flowers are fragrant after sunset. 
In these cases nocturnal Lepidoptera act as the unconscious agents 
of cross-fertilisation. In certain cases, however, for example in 
the ash, Fraxinus, where there is no corolla, the blossoms are 
pollinated by the wind. 

The fruits of the ash are winged but a good many species 
depend upon an edible fruit for the distribution of their seeds. 

One species, the olive tree, is of importance economically. In 
all countries surrounding the Mediterranean the tree, Olea europaea 
Linn, is cultivated for its fruit. The well-known olive oil may be 
pressed out of the fruits, which are also used for trickling. Its 

original home is in Asia Minor but it has been introduced with 

great success into California. Efforts have been made in the past 
to introduce this tree into India but with little success so far, 
though reports from Kashmir are encouraging. In India the tree 
does not bloom in which case there is no fruit, or if it does bloom, 
the fruits drop off before they are ripe. It may, however, be 

possible to achieve success by grafting the European olive on 

to one of the indigenous olives. 

The largest genus in the family is Jasminum, of which a large 
number of species occur in India. The genus is well represented 
in our gardens and is valued for its pretty sweet-scented 
flowers and glossy foliage. Syringa and Ligustrum are sometimes 
grown in the hills. Syringa vulgaris Linn, is the well-known 
common Lilac of England. 

Kby to thb Gbnbra. 

Leaves simple or compound; if simple articulated on the 

petiole. 1. Jasminum. 

Leaves simple, continuous with the petiole. 2. Osmanthus. 

Jasmlnttm Linn. 

The Jessamin, Jasmin or Jasmine. 

(This generic name is said to be derived from ysmym, an Arabic 
word. There is, however, no certainty about this and others de¬ 
rive it from two Greek words, i.e. flower, and scent). 

An important genus of shrubby or climbing plants, comprising 
about 200 species. Many of these arc cultivated in the open in 
the warmer, and under glass in the colder regions of the world, 
not only for their pretty flowers and handsome foliage but also 
for the delicate perfume of the blooms. Leaves simple, 3-foliate 
or odd-pinnate; petioles articulated. Inflorescence usually, rarely 
axiUary, cymose; flowers bracteate, hermaphrodite yellow, red or 
white in colour. Cal3rx usually bell-shape, sometimes cylindrical 
with ,4-9 lobes. CoroHa-tobe sl<?nder, 4-10 lobed; lobes spreading. 
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Stamens 2, included within the tube on short filaments. Anthers 
oblong; connective shortly produced. Ovary 2-celled; ovules 2 in 
each cell, basal, erect; style slender; stigma linear. Fruit a berry. 

The well known perfume, Jasmine, is extracted from the flowers 
by the process known as ‘enfleurage’, first developed in France. 
The flowers are lightly spread over a layer of solid fat. Every 24 
hours or so the old flowers are replaced by fresh ones so that the 
fat eventually becomes saturated with the sweet smelling substances. 
These are subsequently extracted with the aid of alcohol, acetone 
and other solvents. Another method in use in France to extract 
the perfume is to spread the flowers on blankets which have been 
soaked in olive oil, from which it is recovered in the usual way. 
The principal ingredient of the perfume is a pale yellow oil with 
small quantities of benzoyl acetate, benzul alcohol, indole and certain 
esters. The trade in jasmine oil is very large. In France alone, 
about 600 tons of flowers are used for this purpose and to this 
must be added further large quantities produced in Tunis, Algeria 
and in other countries of the world. Some of the species, used 
as medicine, bear a high reputation for the treatment of various 
diseases. The medicinal uses of the various plants will be outlined 
under the species about to be described. 


Kby to thb Spbcibs. 


Leaves opposite. 

Leaves i-foliate. 

Calyx-lobes short, plant hairy. samhac. 

Calyx-lobes very long; plant very hairy. /. fubescens. 


Leaves 3- or more-foliate. 

Flowers white. 

Terminal leaflets much larger than the others, distal 
pair not with broad connate bases; leaflets 3-7, 
lateral acute. 

Terminal leaflets not or scarcely larger than the 
others; distal pair with broad connate bases; leaf¬ 
lets 7-11, lateral usually very obtuse. 

Flowers yellow. 

Leaves alternate; flowers yellow. 


J. officinale. 


J, grandiflorum, 
J, primulinum, 
/. numile. 


Jasmlnuiti sambac Ait 

The Arabian Jasmine. 

(Sambac is the Arabic name for the shrub, tamhdk in Persian). 

Description ,—'A scandent or suberect shrub with pubescent 
branches. Leaves opposite, exstipulate, petiolate, ovate in shape, 
*«S*3*5 1^' long by ,8-2.5 wide, thin, glabrous, obtuse, acute 
or acuminate at the apex, rounded at the base; lateral nerves 4-6 
pairs, prominent beneath and looping within the margin; petioles 
.2 in. long, pubescent. 

Inflorescence in few-flowered terminal cymes or opcasionally, of 
solitary flowers. Flowers white, fragrant, pedicellate or not. Bracts 
lipear-subulate, hairy. Calyx-tube campanulate, tubular, .5 in. long, 
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5-9 toothed; teeth linear-subulate, longer than the tube. Corolla- 
tube cylindrical, i in. long, 5-9 loted; lobes acute or obtuse, 
as long as the tube. Stamens 2, included; filaments short. Ovary 
2-celled. Fruit of 1-2 globose berries, each .5 in. in diameter, 
black, surrounded by the erect, persistent calyx teeth. 



Fig. I.— Jasminum samhac Ait. X|. 


Flowers .—Hot and rainy season. Does not set fruit in this 
country. 

Distribution .—Believed to be indigenous to South India, much 
cultivated in the tropics. 

Gardening .—A straggling shrub much prized for its exquisitely 
fragrant flowers. The white, sweet scented flowers are considered 
sacred to Vishnu and are largely used by the Hindus for making 
into garlands. In the tropics the plant is almost invariably attacked 
by scale insects, usually resulting in a black fungus growth on the 
leaves. The shrub is consequently best alloted a place in the back 
ground in an unfrequented spot. The plant prefers a dry location 
and water must be applied to the roots and not on the leaves and 
blossoms. When, however, water touches the flowers they usually 
become blasted, turn black and fall. It flowers best and most pro¬ 
fusely when grown in direct sun. Stripping off the leaves is a 
method commonly used to induce more blossoms. Propagation is 
by cuttings. It is commonly known by the name of Bela, Motiya 
or Mogra and has been under cultivation since very early tiipes. 

Economic and medicinal uses .—^This plant has been cultivated 
since very early times. Double-flowered races are common. The 
flowers are used to give an aroma to Chinese teas. The perfume 
is extracted in India by the method known as enfleurage, but instead 
pf fat or oH, cruslied spasamum seeds ^re psed- The leaver are 
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Plate i 



Photo by 


Jasminum pubescens, WillcL 
New Forest, Dehra Dun 


N. L. Bor 
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used in India as a lactifuge, and are said to be at least as effica¬ 
cious as belladonna* A decoction of the leaves and root is used 
for sore eyes. 

Jasmlnum pubescens Willd. 

(Puhescens means hairy in Latin). 

Description .—A scandent shrub; young parts velvety—tomen- 
tose, often rusty. Leaves opposite, simple, entire, petioled, ex- 
stipulate, ovate in shape, 1-3 in. long up to 1.5 in, wide, acute or 
acuminate at the tip, rounded 
or cordate at the base, upper 
surface pubescent becoming 
glabrous, under surface to- 
mentose or pubescent, espe¬ 
cially on the nerves; petiole 
stout, .2-.4 in. long, densely 
tomentose. 

Inflorescence of dense capi¬ 
tate cymes, terminal at the 
tips of dwarf lateral branches. 

Flowers white, fragrant, .7-1.5 
in. across, sessile or nearly so. 

Calyx-tube .5-.6 in. long, den¬ 
sely rusty tomentose, 6-9 tooth¬ 
ed ; teeth subulate, twice as 
long as the tube or more. 

Corolla-tube .7-.8 in. long, 
slender, 6-9-lobed; lobes ob¬ 
long-lanceolate, acute, shorter 
than the tube; stamens 2, 
included. Ovary 2-celled; 
ovules 2 in each cell. Style 
slender. Fruit ellipsoid, about 
5 in, long, black when ripe, 
surrounded by the long hairy 
calyx-teeth. 

Flowers . —December-Apr il 
and also during the rains. 

Fruits May-July. 

Distribution .—^Throughout 
the greater part of India as¬ 
cending to 4,000 ft. in the 
Himalayas, also in Burma and pjg^ i.-^Jasminum puhescens'WiWd. xj. 
China. 

Gardening.-^A scandent shrub ^ith all parts covered with pube¬ 
scence. The star-like slightly scented flowers appear practically 
throughout the year and make this plant one of the most successful 
of landscape materials, either climbing on a trellis or as a ground 
cover and low shrub. It is not particular as to soil and sun re¬ 
quirements!. 
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Medicinal uses .—decoction of the root has some repute as 
an antidote to- cobra venom^ and that of the leaves is said to be 
of use in stimulating static ulcers. 

Jasmliuim piimulinum Hemsley. 

{Primulinum means primrose-like in Latin). 

Description .—^An evergreen twiggy shrub with 4-angled, glab¬ 
rous, stiff branches. Leaves opposite, 3-foliate, cxstipulate, peti- 



Fig. j.—Jasminum primulinum Hctnsley. x|. 


olate, up to 4 in. long. Leaflets almost sessile or with a petio- 
lule up to .1 in. long, glabrous, narrowly elliptic or oblong-lanceo¬ 
late, entire, i-a in. long, rather thick in texture, apiculate, wedge 
shaped at the base, dark green and shining above, paler beneath. 

Flowers solitary on axillary peduncles, primrose yellow in colour, 
orange in the throat; bracts and bracteoles. foliaceous often scsde- 
like. Calyx bowUshaped, .1 in. long, 64 <ibed; lobes lanceolate, 
Sparsely pubracent, .a in. long. Corolla-tube stout, increasing slightly 
in diameter towards the top, usually 6-lobed; lobes obovate; round¬ 
ed about 1 in. long. 
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Plate ii 



Photo by 


Jasminum primulinum, Hemsley 
New Forest, Dehra Dun 


M. N. Bakshi 




Photo by M. B. Raizada 

The Yellow Jasmine 
Jasmimm humile, Linn. 

New Forest, Dehra Dun 
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Stamens 2, included. Ovary glabrous, 2-celled; ovules 2 in 
each cell. Style slender, exserted in single flowers, glabrous; stig¬ 
ma capitate, deeply and acutely 2-lobed, 

F/ower^.—March-May. Does not set seed in this country. 

Distribution .—^Native of Yunan and China apparently as an 
escape from cultivation, now extensively cultivated throughout the 
tropical and sub-tropical parts of the world. 

Gardening .—A rambling, evergreen, shrub of recent introduc¬ 
tion. The scentless blossoms of a rich golden yellow characterize 
this plant. It will thrive in poor soil and under adverse conditions. 
It has a nice foliage and being semi-trailing it makes a successful 
ground cover. The plant spreads by layering itself. Propagation 
is by cuttings or root suckers. It was one of the first plants intro¬ 
duced from China by Mr. E. H. Wilson, for Messrs. Veitch of 
England. The double-flowered form is the one usually common in 
cultivation. 

Jasminum humile Linn. 

Yellow Jasmine. 

{Humilis is a Latin 
adjective meaning low 
as opposed to high. It 
hardly is approprialte 
when applied to this 
species). 

Description .—A dif¬ 
fuse shrub reaching 
6 ft. at Dehra, ever¬ 
green, glabrous. Bran¬ 
ches green, angular. 

Leaves alternate, exsti- 
pulate, petioled, impari- 
pinnate, very variable 
in size, 2-3 in. long, of¬ 
ten 6 in. long in cultiva¬ 
ted examples; petiole 
and rhachis channelled 
above. Leaflets 3-5, 
very variable in size, 
rather thick, dark green, 
paler below, elliptic, 
ovate or lanceolate in 
shape, sessile or subw 
sessile, acute or obtuse, 
wedge-shaped at the 
base, the terminal up 
to 4 in. long in culti¬ 
vated shrubs, the late- ±.^-^]asntinum humile Linn. xj. 

ral smaller. 

Inflorescence of terminal corymbose panicles. Flowers bright 
yellow, seated on pedicels, .2-.6 in. long, furnished with linear 
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bracts. Calyx-tube .i-.is in. long, 5-lobed; lobes .05 in. long. 
CoroUa-tube .5-1 in. long, 5-lobed; lobes broadly ovate-obtuse or 
round, usually reflexed when the flower is fully open. Stamens a, 
includi^. Ovary 2-celled, 4-ovuled. Fruit of 1-2 ripe carpels, ellip¬ 
soid, .3-.4 in. long, black when ripe, full of crimson juice. 

Flowers .—^April-June. Fruit September-December. 

Distribution ,—Native of North-West Himalayas up to 9,000 ft. 
also on the Salt Range, Mount Abu and Nilgiris, widely cultivated 
throughout the country. 

Gardening ,—^An erect, rigid shrub with bright yellow flowers* 
It is advisable to prune it hard after flowering so as to keep the 
bush within bounds. Easily propagated by cuttings or seed. It is 
locally known as “shanjoi**. 

Medicinal uses ,—This plant is not of much repute medicinally 
but the root is said to be useful in curing ringworm. 

Jasmlnum officinale Linn. 

The White Jasmine. 

{Officinalis means medicinal, officially recognised as a drug). 

Description .—A twiny shrub with striate branches, sparsely hairy 
when young. Leaves opposite, exstipulate, imparipinnate, 2-4 in. 



Fig. ^.^Jasminum officinale Linn. xj. 


lon^; petiole and rhachis narrowly margined. Leaflets 3-7, the 
terminal 1-3 in. long by .4-1 In. wide, ovate or lanceolate, acumi- 
aaie, usually larger than the lateral leaflets which are shorter and 
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relatively broader, acute, sessile or shortly petiolulate, the distal 
pair sometimes with broad connate bases. 

Inflorescence of terminal few-flowered corymbs or cymes and axil¬ 
lary pedunculate lew-flowered cymes shorter than the leaves or the 
cymes often reduced to single flower; pedicel of the cyme-flowers 
.3.,7 in. long, those of the solitary and corymb-flowers often much 
longer ; bracts, up to .5 in. long, linear-subulate or narrow linear. 
Calyx-tube .1-.15 in. long, puberulous, 5-lobed; lobes subulate, .2- 
.6 in. long. Corolla-tube .S-.7 in. long, cylindrical, s-lobed; lobes 
ovate or elliptic. Stamens 2, included. Ovary 2-celled; ovules 2 in 
each cell. Fruit black when ripe, elliptic or globose, .3-.4 in. long, 
full of crimson juice. 

Flowers .—May-J une. Fruit. October-N ovember. 

Distribution ,—Native of Persia and Kashmir now widely distri¬ 
buted throughout India, wild or cultivated. 

Gardening ,—^"fhis plant, whose native home is in Persia and 
Kashmir, has been in cultivation in India and China since verj 
early time. It has been introduced into the milder parts of Europe 
and Has become established. It is a loose climbing “vine” requir¬ 
ing a support but scarcely self-climbing. The glossy foliage and 
fragrant white flowers which appear during the hot weather render 
the plant very attractive. Like /. grandiflorum it is of vigorous 
growth and hardy and requires periodic pruning. Easily propa¬ 
gated by cuttings. 

Medicinal uses ,—It is mentioned in Chinese medical books dated 
about the 17th century, as a valuable aphrodisiac. A decoction of 
the root is said to be of use in ringworm cases. The fruits are 
reputed to be narcotic and sedative. The fragrant oil from the 
flowers is mixed with sesamum oil and rubbed on head as a nerve- 
sedative. 


Jostninum grandiflorum Linn. 

The Spanish Jasmine. 

(Grandiflorum means large flowered). 

Description ,—large shrub with striate, glabrous, almost angled 
branches. Leaves opposite, exstipulate, petiolate, 2-5 in. long; pe¬ 
tiole and rhachis margined. Leaflets 7-11 in number, the terminal 
somewhat larger than the lateral but not markedly so, glabrous, 
dark green, entire, ,the upper lateral pair with broad flat base, often 
confluent with the terminal, the lowest pair with short petiolules, 
the intermediate pairs sessile, the terminal acuminate at the tip, 
wedge-shaped at the base, the other apiculate at the tip and round¬ 
ed, often obliquely at the base. 

Inflorescence in lax axillary or terminal cymes longer than the 
leaves. Flowers white, very fragrant, often tinged with red out¬ 
side, pedicellate; pedicels .5-1 in. long; bracts ovate to spathulate- 
oblong, foliaceous; bracteotes small, linear. Calyx-tube campanu- 
late, .1 in. long or less, glabfous, s-toothed; teeth subulate, two 
to three times as long as the tube. Corolla-tube cylindrkal, .71^1 in. 
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loi^, glabrous 5*lol>ed; lobes elliptic or obovate, obtuse. Stamens 
3, included. Ovary 2<celled, 4-ovuled. 

' Flowws .—Hot and Rainy season. Fruit. Cold season. 
DiitribuHon .—^Native of the North West Himalayas up to 7,000 
ft.; extensively cultivated in gardens both in the plains and hills. 



Fig. 6 .—Jastninum grandiftorum Linn. xj. 


Gardening.—A large twining or scandent shrub of vigorous growth, 
hardy and drought resistant. The leaves are impari-pinnate and 
the flowers which are pure white and fragrant are bigger than those 
of f .-officinale. On account of the great demand for the buds of 
this species it is extensively cultivated. It is rather a troublesome 
plant to keep within bounds as it spreads over a large space send¬ 
ing forth roots from its stems wherever they touch the ground. 
It . is suitable for a light trellis and is quite attractive because of 
its grraceful deep green foliage and scented flowers. To induce 
profuse flowering it is best to prune in Novcmber-December and 
manure in March-April. Easily propagated by cuttings. It is 
popularly known as “chameli”. 

Economic and medicinal uses.—The leaves and flowers have long 
been known in Hindu medicine. The leaves contain a resin salw 
<gdic acid, an alkaloid, jasminine, and an astringent principle, llie 
leaves are astringent in action. The whole plant is consider^ to 
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Plate iv 



I'he Spanish Jasmine 
Jasminum gfandiflorum, Linn. 
New Forest, Dehra Dun 
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be anthelmintic, diuretic and emmenagague. The perfume from the 
flowers is extremely valued and is cooling in action* 

This is the plant commonly cultivated in Europe for the per¬ 
fumery trade. Up to the present the chemists have not been able 
to copy it exactly in the laboratory, as the synthesis of ketone 
found in the oil of the flowers, which gives a distinctive scent has 
not yet been accomplished. The juice is said to be anthelmintic 
4^nd an antidote for scorpion sting. - 

^' 

Osman^us Lour. 

(The generic name means fragrant flower in Greek). 

A small genus of evergreen trees and shrubs with serrate or 
entire, opposite or alternate short-pet ioled leaves. Flowers 
fascicled or in very short racemes, perfect, polygamous or 
dioecious. Calyx short, 4-toothed. Corolla short- or long- tubular, 
4-lobed; lobes 4, obtuse. Stamens 2, rarely 4; inserted on the 
tube. Ovary 2-celled; ovules 2 in each cell pendulous from the 
apex; style short, 2-lobed or entire. Fruit an ovoid or globose 
drupe with a one-seeded stone. 

Osmanthus iragrans Lour. 

Description .—A shrub or small evergreen tree. Leaves oppo¬ 
site, pctiolate, exstipulatc, glabrous, coriaceous, 7 in. long by 2 



Fig. 7 ,—Osmmthus fragrans Lour. xj. 


in. wide, entire in wild but serrate in cultivated plants, elliptic to 
oblong-lanceolate in shape, acute or acuminate at the tip, wedge- 
shaped at the base; reticulation prominent beneath; petiole *6 in. 
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Flowers yeUowish, very fragrant, .^s-.ys in. long, densely fas¬ 
cicled in the upper axils, rarely terminal, shortly pedicellate. Calyx 
minute, .03 in. long, a-toothed. Corolla-tube very short, 4-lobed; 
lobes oblong, about .3 in, long. Stamens 2, inserted in the corolla 
tube; anthers exserted; filaments short. Ovary 2-celled; ovules 2 
in each cell, pendulous. Drupe i-seeded. 

The flowers of this species are extremely fragrant and will 
scent the air for a considerable distance round a plant. The 
sweet-smelling flowers are said to be used by the Chinese for scent¬ 
ing their finer qualities of tea. 

Flowers. —October. Also at other time of the year. Fruits. 
April. 

Distribution .—^Native of the Himalayas extending to China and 
Japan. 

Gardening .—^An attractive, evergreen shrub with dark green 
glossy foliage. The tiny pale yellow flowers have a strong smell 
very like apricots and it is for the love of the fragrance that it 
is extensively cultivated. It prefers partial shade and is propa¬ 
gated by cuttings or ‘gooties*. It is popularly known as Olea 
fragrans in gardens. 

(To be continued.) 


CIRCUMVENTING THE MAHSEER AND OTHER 
SPORTING FISH IN INDIA AND BURMA. 

BY 

A. St. J. Macdonald. 

Part XI. 

{Continued from page 58 of volume 46). 

Locality Index.^ 

1. Assam and Dooars. 

2. Bengal and Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

3. Bihar and Orissa. 

4.. Bombay. 

5. Burma. 

6. Central India and Rajputana. 

7., Central provinces. 

8. Madras (including Hyderabad State, Mysore State, and 
Eastern and Western Ghats). 

9. Punjab and N.W.F. Province and Baluchistan. 

10. United Provinces and Delhi. 

Locautibs. 

This Index of River and Tank Localities does not aim at 
being exhaustive, nor providing detail beyond acquainting the reader 
^ith some of the places where fishing is stHl to be had. 

*The Ajtigler's Handbook’ and "The Angler in Northern India’ 
both provide detailed notes by individuals^unsdfishly given 28 or 
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20 years ago, if the angling community to-day will co-operate on 
the same line and send notes on rivers and tanks listed therein, with 
any additional notes, to me direct or to the Society, a full and 
up-to-date chapter on Localities, or a second part to this book, 
can be compiled and published for the benefit of all. 

The object of this Index is to give a brief list of Localities that 
the enterprising angler can trace by means of a Gazetteer, or the 
Road Map of ^ndia, or Survey of India Maps, or through local 
enquiry. The size of the river will generally indicate the size of 
the fish to be taken. 

Detailed maps and sketches are outside the scope of this little 
book. The chapters on Assam and Burma include some of the 
best localities and must suffice until more information is forth¬ 
coming. 

1. ASSAM AND THE DOOARS. See Chapter viii. 

2 . BENGAL AND CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS. 

Bengal is dealt with under Chapter viii, or rather those por¬ 
tions in North Bengal that are well known in the Districts of Dar¬ 
jeeling, Jalpaiguri, and Mymensingh. 

The Chittagong Hill Tracts of which very little is known or, 
more correctly, advertised, have some good rivers in which mahseer 
are plentiful but owing to the difficulty in getting to the best 
places, and the time and ‘bundobast’ involved, little attention has 
been given to this secluded part of the Province. 

Nothing is known of the Estuary fishing either; but it can be 
safely asserted that Bahmin and Cock-up will be found in all 
the many estuaries all the way down the coast to Akyab and 


beyond. 

District. 

Rivers & Tanks. 

Remarks. 

Chittagong. 

Karnaphuli. R. 

I have been given most attractive 

Sajjuk. R. 

accounts of the Races and Pools 


Mayani. R. 

of the upper waters above Ranga- 


mati and Barkal in the tributaries 


Sanju. R. 

Sajjuk and Maiyani by a non¬ 
angler. 

This river, further to the south. 


also traverses wild country and 
holds promise of good sport. 


3. BIHAR AND ORISSA PROVINCES. 


Bihar, north of the Ganges has numerous rivers draining through 
to the South-East. Above Patna the Gogra and Gandak join in 
from the left bank, and the Sone from the right bank, swelling 
the Ganges to three times its former size; further East the Kosi 
another huge river, runs over the country in numerous channels 
and joins the Ganges in the Purnea District. 

There is an abundance of fish life of all kinds though little 
to offer the Angler, except in the smaller streams where one 
can have good sport with Butchwa and sometimes Silund. But 
for the Tank Angler this provides the best fishing in India. There 
are innumerable lakes formed in the Districts of Champaran and 
Mbzufferpore which hold monster Rohu and Catla, besides all 
the pr^aciops fish, There gre npmerpu^ tanks dotted fill ever 
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the country, almost one or two in each village, stocked with fish 
of all kinds. 

In the Darbhanga District there are huge tanks too large to net 
to eictinction, besides many others protected by Zemindars who 
will permit fishing if approached. In Darbhanga itself there are a 
number of large tanks, almost lakes, that hold enormous fish, in 
wliich one may fish after obtaining permission from the Raj. 

To list these tanks would fill a tome. Local enquiry will soon 
satisfy the Angler; and the nature of the tank with its old banks 
and trees will indicate the age of the tank and size of fish to be 
expected* 


^ Districts. Rivers & Tanks. 

Champaran. (iandak R^ 

Tanks. 

Lakes. 

Rtiri, Gandak R. 

Mozufferpore. 

Lakes. 

Bagmad R. 


Remarks. 

Tirbani. North of Bagaha, is 
in the N. corner of the District and 
IS the head works of the Canal. I 
have been told of some rapids be¬ 
low this point, but no one appears 
to have caught any Mahseer here 
though the ‘Malars* bring in 30 and 
40 lb. fish for sale into the local 
markets. 

Hfttiah. Raj. Have some tanks 
well stocked with Rohu being pro¬ 
tected from netting; permission to 
fish can be obtained. 

Matihari. Has two large lakes 
(the old bed of the Buri Gandak) 
full of fish. These lakes continue 
all the way down to Moziifferpore 
on both sides of the Buri Gandak, 
which flows in a south easterly 
direction, joining the Ganges in 
Monghyr District. 

Fed from Nepal it is confined 
between high banks throughout its 
course in Bihar. It runs clear and 
is full of all kinds of fish, and 
gives good sport with Butchwa and 
Silund, but is little fished. 

Mozufferpore. It enters the Dist¬ 
rict near Mehsi and leaves it near 
Pusa. The same remarks hold as 
those mentioned for Champaran. It 
passes through Mozufferpore town to 
the North. 

There are a number of lakes 
similar to those in Champaran in 
this District. Also plenty of good 
tanks. 

Flows into the District from Ne¬ 
pal near Dhang St. on O. & T. Ry. 
in the North of the District Mahseer 
have been caught at the bridge, but 
for the best fishing one must go 
into Nepal, where It is excellent, 
but permission must be obtained: 
No easy matter, as it is the sac¬ 
red river of the Countty. In ks 
lower reaches it gives good • sport 
wjth Butchwa ^and the other preda¬ 
cious )lsh. It also flows into the 
Ganges in Monghyr DIsfrkt, 
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Districts. 

DaHbhanga. 


Chuprk. 


Bhagalpore 


Purnes 


Rivbrs & Tanks. Rbmarks. 


Bul’i. Gandak R. 


Bagmati R. 


Tanks. 


Tanks. 


Kosi R. 


Kosi R. 


Panar & Kankai 


Enters the District near Pusa and 
leaves it at Rusera passing through 
Samastipore on its way, I know of 
good Silund being caught at Dowl- 
atpore 3 miles from Rusera. It is 
little fished or would give good re¬ 
sults. Tank angling is so good that 
the rivers receive little attention. 

The Darbhanga line crosses the 
river at Hayaghat Stn. It is very 
similar in formation to the river 
Gandak with the same fish. 

There are literally hundreds to 
choose from and local enquiry will 
satisfy any one interested. I took 
out of the Mohanpore tank near 
Ryam three Rohu one evening of 
33»32,3oi lbs. and with another rod 
in a tank near Benipore 17 fish in 
three hours best 17 lbs. 

In Chupra at the old Dharam- 
sala is a very old Tank, where the 
fish are fed, and one can see 20-40 
lbs. Ruhu come up and take par¬ 
ched rice on the surface; fishing 
is not permitted. There are other 
tanks but it is poor in comparison 
to the other Districts mentioned. 
The rivers are too large to be worth 
while. 

North Bhagalpore is drained by 
the many channels of this mighty 
river thajt no bounds, and 

shifts Its course as much as 30 
miles in a single Monsoon Season. 
From a fishing point of view it 
holds little attraction in the Dist¬ 
rict, except for netting of the parish 
fish, of which there is a good sup¬ 
ply. The Ganges is at Bhagalpore 
but it is a vast wilderness of water, 
and uninteresting from an. Angler’s 
point of view. 

I have heard of good fishing in 
the Kosi In the North of the Dist¬ 
rict, but for Mahseer one must get 
into Nepal, for which special per¬ 
mission is required. I have had great 
accounts of the water below the last 
gorge and where the river fans out 
Into a sort of delta and breaks up 
into several large channels and 
some excellent fishing is available. 

The main channel of the Kosi 
passes under the Ry. at Kursala 
forming the boundary of the District 
with Bhagalpore, but^ is flat and 
sandy, and uninteresting. 

R. Further east the Panar and Kan¬ 
kai rivers drain from Nepal into 
the Ganges, but nothing is known 
of the ^hing. A large portion of 
the fish from this District Is sent 
tp the Calcutta market, 
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District. Rivers & Tanks. Remarks. 

Purnea. Panar & Kankai R. There are a number of very old 

and large tanks belonging to the 
Darbhanga Raj» with excellent tank 
fishing. There are besides a num¬ 
ber of lakes, formed by the old 
river bed of these wandering 
streams, in which good sport can 
be had with murrel. 

South Bihar and Orissa has hilly country with a number of 
rivers feeding the Sane in the North-West, chief of which is the 
Koel, in the Palamau District which holds Mahseer, and has a 
number of good runs and pools near Daliongung. 

West of Ddltongung lie the Eastern States of the C. P., 5 iir- 
guja etc., with wild hilly country and a network of rivers, with 
great possibilities. Little is known of this tract of country from 
the Angler’s point of view. The Her, and another large stream 
just above Bardi join the Sone, and should hold Mahseer. 

The Bashda rises near Sonhat and flows south to join the 
Mahanadi, but there must be many other good streams of which 
nothing is known. 

Further South in Orissa are the Feudatory States with the 
Ong, Suktel, and Tel, all of which flow into the Mahandai near 
Manda in Sonpur State. The Tel is the largest of these and has 
a number of tributaries in Kildhandi State. 

The South Koel in Singbum, and Santh further West join in 
Gungpur Stream and run on as the Bhramini River entering the 
Sea at Hansua, 

Ganjam District is one of the districts ceded lO Orissa by 
Madras, in the extreme South. It also has a number of rivers 
but no notes are available. 

4. BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 

These brief Notes are only part of the wealth of information 
that must be available to Anglers. I have avoided mention of 
Sea Fishing as this is dealt with under Chapter II. 

For those interested I can do no better than recommend that 
excellent publication by the B.N.H. Society ‘Game Fishes of 
Bombay’. It has coloured illustrations of a number of fish and 
contains a host of information. It is sold at the very modest 
price of Rs. a/-. 

Districts. Rivers & Tanks. Remarks. 

Ahmadnagar. Godavari R. Forms the N. and N. E. boun- 

Prewara and dary with Aurangabad. These two 

Mula R. rivers join at, or just above Nevash 

and flow on for 12 miles or so to 
join the Godavary; running through 
some wild coun^. 

Paithan on the borders of the 
Aurangabad District has a junction 
but no details are available. The 
Garetteer would help. 

Ahmedabad. Subarmati R. A huge pool about a mile from 

Cantonments below Achat, V, on 
the opposite bank, with a slow run 
• }pto the top of the pool, and up- 
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DimtcYi. Rivbrs & Tanks. Remarks. 

AlwnedRba<i-^^onf<<.) Subamati R.— (contd,) der a cliff on the far bank. It 

is good in the late evenings and 
early mornings. 1 had good sport 
here in 19x911 and caught several 
fish of 4 and 6 lbs. Mahseer Xan- 


Belgaum. Gatprabha R. 

famrapani 

Dhupdal L. 
Gukak Falls. 

Bljapur. Ki&tna R. 

Bombay. Ulhas R. 


ker^Beds. 6 miles up-stream are 
some rapids we knew as the Kan- 
kerbeds, it is past the pig-sticking 
country, and under a cliff. I had 
grand sport with Mahseer of 8 lbs. 
and Rohu of 4 lbs. which I caught 
with green weeds used as a fly. 
It is a long, tiresome trudge, but 
worth it. 

Rayasan. 14 miles up-stream, 
and connected by bad road, has 
some good water but it varies from 
year to year. The pool at the 
place may go off and the water 
at Koha, V. 3 miles down improve, 
or at Radasan miles above. 

Mehmedabad. Half a mile by 
rail south of Ahmedabad, some 
good water a mile or so above the 
bridge. There are besides some 
good places up the Metre gauge 
line where I had good sport with 
fly spoon about 4 stations out. Notes 
lost. 

Sutgatti, 17 miles from Belgaum 
holds flsh up to 20 lbs. 

Punderi, 32 miles from Belgaum, 
with a R. H. a few hundred yards 
from the river, which is quite good 
water. 

Tambulwadi R. H. and bridge 
over the Tamrapani stream, a tri¬ 
butary of the Gatprabha also 
holds Mahseer. 

Dhupdal, Station has a large 
lake formed by an artiflcial bund 
which holds flsh. 

Gokak Falls three miles down 
stream has a deep pool full of flsh 
but difficult to approach. These 
rivers run dirty for a considerable 
time after rain, which takes away 
from their attraction. 

Kistna is joined by a river 
from Belgaum, I think it is the 
Gatprabha, which Ashes well in the 
Belgaum District. No first hand 
notes available. 

Uhlas R. (Kalyan Creek) the 
tidal part of this from Bassein up 
to the Railway bridge some miles 
above Kalyan is good for Bektie 
or Cock-up wherever there are 
rocks. Fish much over 50 lbs. have 
been caught on live bait. Spoon is 
entirely useless. Plugs are better. 
Fish are not plentiful. Best time 
August/October in turbid water. 
Bahmin do not ascend the creek 
much above Ghod Bunder. 


2 
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Districts, .Rivbrs & Tanks. Remarks. 

BombayWcontd.) Kalu R. Nalu R. the non-tidal parts cf 

this, an afi^uent of the Uhlas, ana 
of the Uhlas itself, hold carp and 
Mahseer up to and above 15 lbs. 
in restricted numbers. A well 
known spot is near NeraU Murrel 
and Waltago also frequent thosa 
waters. 

The Ghat Lakes. Lakes Andra (L. Gibbs^, Tai¬ 

wan, Sheravta, and Mooljee (the 
latter at the head of the Moola 
valley) all hold fairly good mahseer 
and carp (Barbus dohsoni, B. jet- 
doni) the largest in Muljee Lake. 

Permission to be obtained from 
Messrs. Tata & Co. Bombay. A 
collapsible punt is very desirable for 
successful fishing in these lakes. 
Trolling, spinning, and bait-casting, 
are successful. 

i-ake Tansa. Tansa 55 miles north of Bom¬ 

bay provides part of the water 
supply. 

L. Bhiwandi. Bhiwandi 29 miles from Bom¬ 

bay approached by Agra road. 

L. Beale. Beale between Gote and Asvali 

Stations is 17 miles long. Niphad 
Stn. is near the lower lake form¬ 
ed from Lake Beale and connect-^ 
ed by the Darna R. 

L. Arthur Hill. Igatpuri. 26 miles S. and form¬ 

ed by the Bliandaradara Dam. It 
feeds the Pravhra. R. 14 miles of 
good water with fish up to 20 lbs. 

L. Andra or Gibbs. Andra. A good many miles to 
East of Bhor ghat is also a good 
place. 

L. Sheravata. Lonavla. In the neighbourhood! 

is this Lake also L. Walwan which 
is reported to hold big fish. 

Most of the fishing in the lakes 
is mixed and anglers will tackle 
chilwa if nothing else is available. 
It is treated rather as a side show. 

K. Kanara. Kalinadi R. Kalinadi R. This and other 

rivers Gangavali, Tadri, Sharavatl 
(on which Gersoppa Falls, 830 ft.> 
all hold mahseer, together with 

their tributaries. All these rivers* 
drain the District westwards into 
the Arabian Sea. No detailed 
notes are available. 

Khandesh. Girna, Tapti, Panjkra, No notes in the fishing booka 

and Bari Rs. also the as to these waters but there must 

' Narbada for wh: see be many places where good mah* 

C. P. Section. seer fishing is to be had by the 

adventurous angler. 

Poona. Lake Fife. Near Rhadakwasla. Fish are 

taken trolling with spocfn or dead 
bait. * Mahseer Fishing in the 
Deccan Lakes’ by Major Trevenen, 
Bom. N. H. S. Journal, vol. kkkI, 
p. 120 is a good reference. 

The Upper Waters. About t» 
miles north of the Nasik road the 


Bhima :R. 
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DlSTItfCTS. 
ppona—(coniii-) 


Rivbrs & Tanks. Remarks. 

Bhima R«—river is fishable for mahseer up to* 
10 lbs. or so in various runs, 
during and immediately after the 
rains for a short time only. There 
is a rocky chasm quite often hold- 
ing huge goonch and fair-murrel, 
besides mahseer. 

Bhima R, This holds good for 
the iish in the fine pool below the 
confluence above Pargao village, 1 
have seen mahseer of 30 lbs. netted 
there. 

The big pool near Nandgaon 
(off Patas) is too broad for fishing 
from shore. It becomes shallow in 
the dry weather and is good in and 
shortly after the rainy season only, 
when large fish may frequent it. 

The rocky runs below the pool, 
and the water into which they run^ 
are also good in the same season. 
A dug'Out canoe is usually procu¬ 
rable at the big pool at one or 
other of the villages. Patas is 4a 
miles from Poona on the Sholapore 
road. 

Mula R. The upper waters of the Mula, 

i.e., from above Kirkee to Kooljee 
Lake, present several fair runs 
shortly after the rains and good 
pools throughout the year with carp 
and mahseer rarely over 10 Ibsr 
Also fair murrel and wallago Mutha 
Mula R. The pool at Kirkee is 
still fairly tenanted. There are 
now three dams below it includ¬ 
ing the one near the Fitzgerald 
bridge, so that fish can no longer 
reach their old spawning grounds 
in the upper valley. 

The spot near * Snake Island’, 
which still haunts the literature, is 
completely useless since many years 
for spinning and trolling and holds 
no sizable mahseer nowadays. 

The stretch below the bridge 
and up to the Cavalry falls is still 
frequented by a few fish up to 25 
lbs. during and shortly after the 
rains, but sizable fish are few and 
far between. They respond to 
^oon, dead bait, and plug, but pre¬ 
fer paste, crab, or such country 
baits as chapati or a triangular slice 
of coconut spun like a spoon, with 
a single hook tied to it, or better 
still the single hook concealed bet¬ 
ween two thin slices. This is a 
very killing bait in slightly colour¬ 
ed water. It spins very well in 
fairly fast water and is very attrac¬ 
tive. 

Further down there are good 
runs at Loni and Theur yielding 
dsh of the same size, but not many. 
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Dl811tICT6« > 
Poona^cofi^il.) 


P£K>na« 


Rivers & Tanks. Remarks.- 

Mula R.—(conl< 2 .) 1 believe that the three dams hi 

Poona have made the river unpopular 
with mahseer as these three dams 
create a dead end, or ^culdesac’. 

The pool just above the conflu* 
ence with the Bhima still holds a 
few good mahseer, but th^ dis* 
dain all artificial lures. Bottom 
fishing is the only way with them. 

Ghod R. Ghod R. The part north of the 

Nasik road runs through pretty wild 
country and holds some great hsh 
in the vicinity of Ambegaon Fish- 
able after the rains. This part is 
not easy of access and camping is 
a necessity. A deep, rocky chasm 
on a small tributary some 16 miles 
from Strur holds large fish (mah¬ 
seer and silund) very difficult to land 
as the rocks are high above the 
water. This is certainly the place 
mentioned in Thomas’s ‘The Rod 
in India* 2nd edition 1881, page 337. 

The word ‘Dav* in the same 
para probably refers to the village 
Dehit on the Indrayuni River in 
the Poona area. 

I have seen mahseer up to 50 
lbs. netted in the Ghod K, some 
six miles from Sirur where their 

retreat down river had been barred 
by a palisade of stakes. This was 
after the rains when large fish re¬ 
tire from their spawning grounds 

in the Ghats and return to the 
deeper waters of the Bhima low¬ 

er reaches. Very large goonch are 
also caught there. 

This, by the way, is the type 
locality for Sykes’s Barbus mussu^ 
lah the very hump-backed and 

heavy, golden-bronze coloured mah¬ 
seer of the Deccan, which 1 believe 
to be identical with the record fish 
of the Cauvery river. It is dis¬ 
tinct from the ordinary more Slen¬ 
der Deccan Mahseer which Dr. 
Hora has classified as Barbus (Tor) 
khudree, Sykes. 

All the above as to Poona rivers 
also Ulhas R. and Ghat jLakes is, 
contributed by Dr. M. Suter, D. Sc., 
and gratefully acknowledged. 

Indrayanl R. Shelavadi Station on Lonavla- 

Poono line is 4 miles from Dehu 
where is a temple and pool full of 
sacred fish up to 40 lbs. and over. 

Bhartgarh. The Lake is form* 
ed bv the Lloyd Dam and Nira R. 
which also carries off the overffow. 
Good fishing is reported in both dhe 
lake and river. 

Ing. 3 miles below the take 
has some good runs. 


L. Whiting, 
Nira R. 
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DistRic^i. Rivers & Tanks. Remarks. 

Satars. Warna. Keina, Yerla The Wama is in the South. The 

Rs. Koina runs through the centre, and 

the Yerla in the East of the Dis¬ 
trict. All are tributaries of the 
Kistna and must hold fish. No 
notes available. 

Surat. Parr R. Bulsar. Take a bus on to the 

river. Good sport is reported both 
above and below the Ghat. 

Kolak R. Udvad Stn, The river is two 

miles south of the Station. Holda 
mahseer and other fish. 

Dhamanganga R. Dhaman Rd. Station, The river 

is zi miles South of the Station. A 
few miles up-stream is reported to- 
be well stocked with fish, both fresh 
water and-estuary. 

Two miles below the Ry. bridge 
and near the Salt Dept, bungalow 
is reported to have good estuary 
fishing. 

Sanjan R. Sanjan R. i mile South of the 

Sen Station is well stocked with 
estuary fish. 

A reference to the Road Map of India will show the Angler that there 
are great possibilities for estuary fishing all along the Surat coast where the 
Tapti and Narbada rivers enter the sea. 

5. BURMA, see Chapter vii. 

6. CENTRAL INDIA AND RAJPUTANA STATES. 

Little is known of the fishing in this vast area, except perhaps 
by the privileged few, keen on fishing, who have served in these 
States. 

There are said to be large mahseer in some of the Udaipur 
Lakes. In earlier days, as we know from articles in the Oriental 
Sporting Magazine of the middle 19th century, the Chambal river 
and its many tributaries afforded large catches of Barilius Bola. 
It is probable that the same species still afford opportunity to* 
those who can visit those regions. 

Skene Dhu makes brief mention of indifferent fishing near 
Mhow. Notes regarding the Narbada River in the Central Pro¬ 
vinces and Bombay localities lists should be referred to. 

Any Notes on the Chambal and other rivers would be of inter¬ 
est to Anglers and science alike. 


Stats. 

Rivers & Tanks. 

Remarks. 

Gwalior State. 

Chambal R. 

The largest river in Central 
India. It rises in Indore near 
Mhow taking in a large number 
of tributaries of considerable sire 

Kotab, Bundi, 


which rise in Kotah, Bundi, Ner¬ 

Nerwar and Datia 


war, Datia, etc. It runs in an 
Easterly course skirting Gwalior 
State on the North to join the Jum¬ 
na near Etawah. (U.P.). 

Indore State. 

Nerbudda R* 

Mhow, is well situated for the 
streams in the South of the State 
that drain the Satpura R« into tbe 
Nerbudda. 
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District. Rivbrs & Tanks. 
Rajpgiana* W. Banas R. 

Sabarmati R. 
Mahi R. 

Banas R. 


Remarks. 

BatMs R. rises in Sirohi in dufe 
South the drains the western por<> 
tion of the AravalH Range, and runs 
into the Runn of Hutch. 

Sabarmati R, also rises in this 
range (for notes on this R. See 
under Ahmedabad). 

Baswara & Durgapote, Xii® 
Mahi rises in the hills in these dis* 
tricts, it is wild hilly country, but 
nothing is known of the fishing or 
fish. 

Not to be confused with the 
Western Banas which runs west. 

The Banas also rises in the Ara- 
valli R. but follows a North-Easter¬ 
ly course, taking in the Kheri, Ko- 
tari, from the West and the Berach 
from Jonk State near Udaipur, 
The Banas joins the Chahibal about 
20 miles East of SawauMadhopur 
Jn, on the B. B. & C. I. Ry. 


7. CENTRAL PROVINCES. 

This Province may well be divided into four sections. The 
North is drained by the trioutaries of the Jumna; the West 
and Centre by the Narbada and Tapti flowing into the Arabian 
Sea. The South and South West and greater part of the Central 
portion is drained by the largest of its rivers flowing into the Goda- 
vary through the Warda, Penganga, and Wainganga, which form 
the Pranhita. The East has the Mahanadi and Seonath, with their 
many tributaries, leaving the Province at Chandranpur. 


District. Rivers Si Tanks. 
Amraoti. Ganga, Katbi, 

Sipna Rs. 
Wainganga River. 


Bhandara. Wainganga R. 


Remarks. 

Ellichpur. For full details see 
under Khandwa. 

Dongaghat is a good place with 
fish over 20 lbs. The large fish 
are taken on atta, the smaller ones 
take spoon. For further details 
refer to District Gazetteer for detail 
of approach. 

Padregunj, a little south of Nain- 
pur on B. N. Ry. has some excel¬ 
lent water, I have heard of big 
fish being taken and others lost. 

The Laknagunj Gorge, up-stream 
a couple of miles, is a celebrated 
place, flsh take both spoon and 
atta. 

Wainganga R. there is very good 
fishing in this District but 1 reg¬ 
ret 1 have lost the Note sent to me 
by a Forest Officer who caught 
some good fish both in this river 
and the one which drains the Dis¬ 
trict further East! ^ame hot avail¬ 
able). It joins the Wainganga just 
north of Ambgaon (in Chanda) in 
the extreme South of the District* 
Fish well over 20 lbs. were caii|(ht 
by this rod. 
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Districts* Rivers & Janks. Remarks. 

Qhandm-^^on^i.) Wainganga R.—(ccnid.) 36 miles from Nagpur on the 

Raipur road are some good rapids 
down stream about 9 miles. Bait 
with atta, then fish with spoon or 
paste balls when fish have collected. 

Bilaspur. Hasdes R. Hasdeo R, a tributary of the 

Mahanadi and joining it at Seori 
Narayan a few miles below. Banjo 
in Uprora Zemindarl has some 
good water; Best mentions in his 
Shikar notes some good water 15 
miles north of the Railway. 

Chandrapur. Mahanadi R. Mahanadi R, Padampur, and 

water between Seori Narayan and 
Chandrapur is good, with fish over 
20 lbs. For details refer to Dist. 
Gazetteer. 

Maniari R. Mantari R, a tributary of the 

Seonath R. and joining it at Satti 
Ghat about six miles S. S*. W. of 
Bilha Ry. Station or miles S. 
W. of Bilaspur. 

Lormi on this river is mention¬ 
ed by as a good spot, and 

fishes all the year round. Fish of 
5 lbs. have been taken. The route 
to Lormi is vta Mungeli 30 miles, 
then by track for 16 miles. There 
is a Rest House, P. O. and Police 
Station at Lormi on the banks of 
the river. 30 miles from Bilaspur 
where the Raipur road crosses the 
river, is said to be good. 

Seonath R. Seonath R. Nandghat A good 

run 600 yards above the bridge, and 
another run about the same dis¬ 
tance below. 

Buldhana. Tank. The drinking water tank has 

good Murrel and a few Butchwa. 
Good fun can also be had with 
chilwa with a fly. It is a mile 
out. 

Khamgeon Tank. Khamgeon Tank also has a large 

tank and it is here I have caught 
Murrel on fly in the evening and 
when the shoals are rising. The 
only place I have found Murrel 
rise in this way. 

Chanda. Indravatti R. Indravatti R, joins the Godavary 

in the S. E, corner of the district. 

Allapillai 75 miles then on to 
Repanpalli at miles along the Ser- 
oncha road. Turn off the main 
road close to R. H. and go East 
by a cart track to Damarincha (15 
miles) to Palli another 15 miles, 
fotal 51 milea, near Damarincha is 
the Bandia R. a sandy bed and 
heavy going. Except for this river 
the cart track, offers no difficulty. 
Make for Bhamragarh 4 miles up¬ 
stream where there are several runs 
and reports of monster but elusive 
fish. At Bomragarh is a Bungalow* 
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Districts* 

ChandeL^cpntd,) 


Rivbrs & Tanks* Rrmarks^ 

Indravatti R.— (contd,) SemaaapalU about 6 mitec abova 

junction of Indravatti and (Sodavad 
has a pool full of fish. A 
Forest R. H. here. 

One hears wotiderfut acoouiits 
of monster fish of So lbs* being seen 
and tackle broken. It has always 
remained a dream of mine* 

An old shikari reading these 
notes writes that when he was at 
Warda. Junction on sand March 
1898, on way to Chanda and the 
Indravatti, he met an Ofiicer firom 
Poona who had had all his tackle 
tom to bits by huge mahseer of the 
Indravatti. 

He (my present informant) was 
at Damarincha by the 26th April 
1898 and caught a small mahseer 
of the thick lipped type. Then he 
got bad remittent fever and had to 
return to Cantonments* 

It was not until 1929 that he 
was again able to get to the Ind¬ 
ravatti and that was at end of April. 
He fished from Bomragarh for seve¬ 
ral days, trying all methods, with¬ 
out success. He had the impres¬ 
sion that the river had been large¬ 
ly denuded of fish owing to exten¬ 
sive killing of all fish and fry in 
the upper waters of the river and 
its tributaries by the aboriginal in¬ 
habitants of Bastar State* During 
his stay the locals were unable to 
get any fish by means of cruives 
or other means. 

In 1924 a friend had lost a very 
big fish in the long, deep pool 
below the Bungalow. It was hook¬ 
ed on atta. 

Probably the season for the In¬ 
dravatti River would be February 
and March, and again after the 
Monsoon. Fever would have to be 
guarded against. 

Pranhita R. Pranhita R, runs into the 

Godavari R. in the extreme South 
of the district and I have heard 
wonderful accounts of monster fish 
of 80 lbs. being seen, and tackle 
being broken. 

These waters have always re¬ 
mained a dream of mine and though 
I have planned to visit South 
Chanda twice I have never mana¬ 
ged to do so. 

Wainganga R. Wainganga R, four marches from 

Chanda on the Sironcha road the 
fishing water is both above and 
below the cause way for about a 
mile. Fish of about 15 lbs* have 
been taken. In this District, ki 
the South East comer, la a host 
places; but they arc very difficult 
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Distillers. Rivbrs & Tahks. Remarks. 

Chaii4a--^«ott^.) Wainganga R.-^con<rf.) to get at. Were it not for this the 

fishing would have lured the 
keen angler long ago and many a 
good bag would have been recorded. 

Chhhidwara. Penchi R. Penchi R, a tributary of 

Wainganga rising in the hills South 
of Pachmarhi. 

Jilmilli. Jilmilli 14 miles from Chlnd* 

wara on the Seoni Road is reported 
as having good water. 

Kundlai is a small village in 
the corner where the three districts 
of Chhindwara, Seoni and Nagpur 
meet, roughly 25 miles S. W. of 
Seoni. 

Khawasa about 30 miles from 
Seoni on Nagpur Road 12 miles 
West the River is crossed, and has 
good water. Bait with gram or 
atta for small fish of 5 lbs. or so. 

Alikutta is 6 miles upstream 
from Kundlai is mentioned as fish¬ 
ing well in the early part of the 
Season. 

Damoh. Bearma R. Bearma R, Nohta, 52 miles on 

Jubbalpore road is a R. H. on the 
banks of the river. Best water a 
short mile up>stream. Best in the 
early part of the season water too 
low in the hot months. 

Ken R. Ken R, the line to Katni crosses 

one of the main tributaries of the 
Ken about 30 miles from Damoh. 
Good at Ghat Piperia in the early 
part of the season. A good block for 
tiger with a nice F. R. H. over¬ 
looking the river. 

Sonar R. Sonar R. Narsinghgarh, 10 

miles North of Damoh. A large 
pool below a high bank on the 
right bank of the river from which 
big fish of 30 lbs. can be seen on 
occasions. The river is about half 
a mile N. W. from the R. H. The 
best time is early in the Season 
while the runs are still strong. 

Bait, gram and atta. 

Hatta, 22 miles by road to the 
North of Damoh is another place 

^ mentioned. 

Hoshangabad. Nerbudda R. Two runs opposite the Judge’s 

Bungalow. One well out in the 
River the other near the bank. 
The further one is the better of 
the two. 

Bandraban, 6 miles up-stream 
from the town, the Taw^ joins 

the Nerbudda. Above this is good 

water. Bait atta or gram. Best 
season April/May, fish run to 10 
Ibsw 

Karraghat, the Ry. crosses the 

^ river two miles west of the town^ 

this Is ^ood water, if runs idfe 
' ■ first bait^ with atta. 
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DlStMCT. Rivra & Takks. 

Hoshangabad— Nerbudda R.—(conid.) 

(conia.) 


Pachmarhi. Denwa R. 


Jubbulpore. Nerbudda R, 


Bearma R. 


Belkhund R. 


Gaur R. 


Remarks. * * 

Nandpa, ao miles S. W. af 
hangabad is another good spot alter 
baiting with atta, 

Gadarvada Stn. miles East 
of Itarsi the line crosses the Shak^ 
kar R. a tributary of the Ner* 
budda R. Two or three good pools 
within 4 miles of the Station and 
one very good one half a mile 
above the bridge. 

Dentva R, at Pachmarhi small 
fish have been taken in Oct. on fly 
spoon at Panzy-pool and Waters- 
meet. Above MatkuU is also men¬ 
tioned as good water. 

Fullers Khud small fish can be 
taken on atta. 

Nerbudda R. Bargi, 14 miles 
out on Seoni Road, the river is 
about two miles from the road. 
The Tamer joins in near here. 
Three runs worth fishing with gram. 

Bahoripar is 9 miles down the 
Seoni road where a track takes off, 
motorable in dry weather, about i 
mile distance. Cross the Ry. and 
the river • is about i mile further 
on. Bait with gram before fishing. 

Guw’arighat, 5 miles down Seoni 
Road. Runs are only a few hundred 
yards away. There is also some 
good water near the Ry. Bridge 
2 miles up the river. 

Tilwaraghai, 8 miles from the 
town or 3 miles below Guwarighat, 
has a good run and I have heard 
of good fish being taken on gram 
and atta. 

Lamhoti is two miles further 
down, and has three good runs. 

Bheraghat, Notha 52 13 miles 
from Jubbulpore, has a R. H. run 
below Bungalow holds fish. 

Bearma R. Notha 52 miles 
dowm^ the Damoh Road. Fishes 
best in Oct. after the rains, when 
good sport can be had with not 
only mahseer but Silund and 
Butchwa. 

Belkhund R, Dhanwani & Chug- 
ra. 33 miles from Jubbulpore. 
Follow Sehora-Khamtara Road to 
Si mile stone, and turn South 
along track to Chugra. Dhanwari 
is about a mile up-stream. Some 
nice pools and small runs. 

Gaur R, Guraiyaghat, 5 miles 
out on Mandla Road, good fun can 
be had below the causeway in a 
fine spell during the rains or in 
October when the water clears. 

Kosamghat, 4 miles up-stream, 
has ^one or two nice poofs, mitdi 
fancied by Indian fiihermen. 

Parana, ij miles down««8tream 
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DimiCT. Rivers & Tanks. 
Jubbttlpors— {contd,) Gaur R.— (contd.) 

Goorda R. 

Hiran R. 


Mahanadi R. 


Temar R. 

Khandwa. Ganga R. 


Katbi R. 


Sipna R. 


Mandla, Nerbudda R. 


aji 

Remarks. 

has.a small bund across tbe river 
which breaks up the water and is 
good after the rains for small hsh. 

Goorda R. in the Seoni Road* 
looks a likely river, for small fish, 

Hiran R, Ganiari, Leave Jub- 
Damoh Road at 17} milestone and 
take cart track for a couple of 
miles. Some nice runs and pools 
which hold good fish. 

Kakarhatta, 20^ miles down Da¬ 
moh Road. Some four good runs 
here and ask for Mawah and Ban¬ 
dar Ghats, the two best places. 

A tributary of the Son and Gan¬ 
ges, which rises in MandH, and 
joins the Katni R. North East of 
Katni town. Crossed by the Shah- 
pura Road at mile 37, where the 
water looks good. 

Wasari, 16 miles East of Katni 
on the Barhi Road is the only place 
I know where it has been fished 
with success, but it is a fast flow¬ 
ing and rocky stream and must be 
good in a number of places. Fish 
will take spoon in this river be¬ 
sides atta and gram. 

Tenmr R. joins the Nerbudda 
near Bargi, and has fished well at 
times. Basanpani, Temar and 
B.^rgi all on the Seoni Road are 
favoured spots, but I have no de¬ 
tails of sport. 

Ganga R, is crossed by the 
Burhampur-Edichpur Road 5 miles 
West of Dhami village and 2 miles 
from its junction with the Tapti. 

Dharni has a R. H. and P. O. 
and is 58 miles from Ellichpur. 
There is good fishing here and lots 
of good water for gram and atta. 
Tapti fish do not fancy spoon. 

Kathi R, is a tributary of the 
Ganga. 

Balkhund has a R. H. over¬ 
looking a big pool full of fish. It 
is 18 miles from Harisal on the 
Akot Road. When the river is high 
there is a fall into the pool and 
must be good. No details avail¬ 
able. 

Sipna R. also feeds the Tapti 
joining it at Kegda a few miles N. 
E. of Dharni. 

Melghat, Best claims to have 
caught Mahseer with spoon, both 
large and small. Other places 
mentioned are Semadoh, Rakhidih, 
and Harisal. 

Nerbudda R, Dindori, 50 miles 
N. E. of Mandia is reported to have 
fished well. 

Sahasradhara is only three miles 
down-stream from Mandia where 
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DtSTRIOTl. 
Mancila-»(contiC.) 


Nagpur. 

Narsingpur. 


Nimar 


R1VBR8 Ac Tanks. RBiiAKKi. 

Kerbudda R.-^contd») there is a nice fall at the head of 
a deep pool. Large hsh have been 
hooked here, 

Imdhi, 6 miles from Mandla on 
the Jubbulpore Road has a small 
fall at the head of a nice run which 
widens into a deep pool and holds 
big fish. 

Thanwar R. Thanwat R. is a tributary of the 

Wainganga and is best approached 
from Padregung. 1 had a note 
years ago by a Ry. Official who 
caught some good fish of 20 lbs. 
and over and lost a lot of tackle in 
others. Fish take a spoon in the 
Wainganga system. 

Penchi R. See notes under Chhindwara. 

Wainganga R. The river forms the border of 

the district in the £. with Bandara, 
there are some good fishing spots. 

Nerbudda R. Barhman to the N. and where 

the Saugor Road crosses, there is 
some very nice water, and good 
sport has been had fishing with 
atta and gram. 

The Dharigha Falls: a grand 
place for fishing. Season after the 
S. W. Monsoon, as soon as the 
river begins to clear. Also March 
but then heat is very great. 

There is a basaltic barrier ac¬ 
ross the whole river, about 500 yds. 
wide at this point. The water falls 
in a series of cascades through pas¬ 
sages worn in the rock. Fall of 
water level about 40 feet. 

Fish of all species in the river 
are here. Mahseer up to 20 lbs and 
more, large perrun and many mur- 
rel muggger. 

Live bait, and natural bait and 
spoon spinning, all successful, spoon 
least so. Plug not tried would 
probably do well. No accom¬ 
modation on the South bank, a 
village on North bank (Dhar State) 
from which supplies and men can 
be had. 

Approach from BIr railw^ Sta¬ 
tion on G. I. P. Ry. via Punasa 
(F.R.H.) which is 6 miles from 
the Falls and 18 miles from Bir. 
Better to take men and supplies 
from Punasa with kind assistance 
of Forest Ranger. 

Boat necessary for access to 
further bank, and also to rocks In 
river. The l^uth side of River is 
all Reserved Forest. 

25 miles below is Mandhata 
where a number of boats. Mmty 
mahseer opposite the Temples on 
either bank. 

7 miles below Mandhata is ROad 
B Kail bridge over the river, Sta- 
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Districts^ Rivbrs« Tanks I^kbs. Remarks. 


Nimar— 


Saugor. Betwa R. 


Bcwas R. 


Dhasan R. 


Seoni. Goorda R. 

Fench R. 
Wainganga R. 


tkm Mortakka. Good water below 
the bridge. Excellent runs for gram 
fishing. 

From Mortakka to Kalghat (by 
water) ^ miles; and from Kalghat 
to next place where motorable road 
touches the river 40 miles (by 
water): all this portion of the river 
should be good, but probably never 
fished by any angler. So also the 
next 90 miles all of which runs 
through hilly country. Must be 
any amount of good water and pro¬ 
bably many rapids. 

Only way to fish the river from 
Mortakka to the furthest point 
would be by boat, and take some 
considerable *bundobast\ but worth 
it 1 Certainly never been fished by 
anyone. 

Almost the best river in the pro¬ 
vince as fish will take a spoon and 
run to a decent size, for further 
notes on this river see under Jhansi 
in U. P. section. 

Bina, there is some very good 
water near here, and fish run large. 

Kanjia, 15 miles from Bina. Ap¬ 
proach via Mamboali on Bina-Goo- 
na line. Make for Kanjia about 5 
miles away, i mile below is a good 
jiin but 11 must be fished early, 
Oct. or the river shrinks and has 
not enough water in the hot months. 
Try spoon, atta and gram. 

Bewas R, crossed at the 12th 
mile on the Damoh Road, and at 
the 9th mile by the Narsingpur 
Road. There is good water at both 
places. Best in Oct. or in a break 
in the rains, when one may get 
into a good Silund. 

Dhasan R. the river is crossed 
10 miles from Saugor on the 
Jahnsi Road. It fishes well after 
the rains and good fish have been 
taken 15 lbs. and over. 

See note under Jubbulpore. 

See under Chhindwara. 

Chhapara, 20 miles down the 
Jubbulpore Road there is a R. H. 
near the bridge. A good pool a 
mile down-stream with fish of 6 
lbs. 


There waa an Angling Association formed for the C. P. with its H. Q. at 
Jubbiilnorei thew a Journal with a lot of useful informati<m for the 

Resident or visiting Angler, but I cannot say if this is still functionmg, I am 

aS o ne ^^mted ghould trf and obtain a copy of the Journal sold, 1 think 

lor Esl a4. 
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(Includinif Hyderabad State, Mysore State, Eastern and Western 
Ghats.) 


8. MADRAS FISHING LOCALITIES ARRANGED BY PROVINCES. 

Hyderabad State. 

Within this area, or forming part of its boundaries, are the 
Godavary, with its tributaries Pranhita, Penganga, and Manjra; 
and the Kistna with its tributaries Bhima and Tungahhadra. 

All these great rivers hold Mabscer and sport is to be had with 
them wherever there are rocks and rapids by spinning, and in 
deep, still pools by bottom fishing: so also with other large carp 
and sporting fish of several species. 

For very many miles on end portions of these rivers, such as 
the Godavari between Nander and Sironcha and from thence down 
to Rajahmundry; and the Kistna from a few miles below the G.I.P. 
Railway Bridge north of Raichur nearly all the way to Bezwada 
are almost unknown to the Angler. There are also long reaches 
unattractive to the angler because of alluvial soil and sluggish 
currents. This applies to almost all of the Manjra River. Where 
the Renganga and Godawari run through the northern jungles of 
Adilabad and nirmul those rivers offered good sport in many places. 

Generally speaking the Kistna and its tributaries offered the 
best sport from early November when the waters begin to clear 
after the S. W. Monsoon, up to March or April. The Godavari 
and its tributaries do not fish well until somewhat later on account 
of the colder climate up to middle or end of January. 

District. Rivers^ Tanks & Lakes. Remarks. 

H|[derabad State. Hussain Sagar & These large Lakes are stocked 
Mir Atam Lakes. with all the usual species of Tank 
fish, and good sport can be had 
from the embankments. Informa¬ 
tion could be had ns to baits and 
methods from a number of local 
Anglers, mostly Muhammadans. 

Besides these two lakes there are 
many large artificial Lakes and 
Tanks throughout the State in nil 
of which sport could be had. 
Kistna R. Khtna R. good water above the 

bridge for 3 miles and down-stream 
for a number of miles. There used to 
be a Bungalow, more or less un¬ 
furnished, at Devursugur 3 miles 
below the bridge on the right bank. 
Permission from the Tahsildar. 
Raichur. 

Officers of the Hyderabad Con¬ 
tingent had great sport in this 
part of the Kistna also in the 
Bhima (from Yadgid) about fifty 
years ago. The fishing may stif| 
be good. 16 ft. fty rods and fly 
spoon were used, killing mahfser 
> ’ up to 4|o lbs. and over, A port^le 
collapsible boat is nece^ary. The 
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thmicn. Rivers, Tanks k Lakes. Remarks. 

Ifyderabact State Kistna R.^conti.) 7 ft. Berthen was found eKcellent. 

{contd,) Suitable boats not locally available. 

Yadglri Stn. Bhlma R. Half a mile from Railway Stn. 

good pool and runs. Mahseer up 
to 40 lbs. Portab boat essential for 
real success. No boats available 
locally. Accommodation in Station 
waiting room. 

The junction of the Bhima with 
Kistna is about four miles above 
the Ry. bridge, but is not attrac-* 
live for fishing. 

Except as above there are no detailed note available for the Rivers and 
Lakes of the Hyderabad State. 

Murrel; Large fish of this species are to be found in a 
number of the deep, spacious, masonry wells in various parts of 
the country. They run to 10 lbs. in weight and it is sur¬ 
prising that more attention to the cultivation of this ex¬ 
cellent table fi'?h in this manner has not had more atten¬ 
tion in many parts of India. 

Eastern Ghats. 

The Sabari and Sileru rivers, in the portions of them flowing 
within, or on the borders of the Jeypur state afford good mahseer 
fishing from early February on to end of May. The latter is the 
larger and better river with fish up to 30 lbs. These rivers are 
only accessible to the taring official or the sportsman on a shoot¬ 
ing expedition. The mahseer take spoon. 

The two rivers meet at the S. E. corner of the Bastar State 
and the combined river joins the Godavery 20 miles south, below 
Bhadrachallum. 

Districts. Rivers. Tanks & Lakes. Remarks. 

Jeypur State. Sileru R. Sileru R. the river has that name 

from the junction of the Machkund 
R. (always muddy) with the Gur- 
epreo, R. (always clear.). 

Eight miles up the latter on the 
left bank is a Bungalow, Janwai. 
The junction is at Kondakambru 
where is also a Bungalow. 

There is a fine pool at the junc¬ 
tion. 

From here to Konta where the 
river joins the Sabari is approxi¬ 
mately 60 miles. First 45 miles 
through a valley with hills on ei¬ 
ther side and forest all the way. 
All the Game animals and birds. 
Many muggers. A few riparian 
hamlets. * Malaria prevalent. No sup¬ 
plies. Trip can be done by means 
of dugout canoes which are avail¬ 
able from Kondakambru. Allow 
ten to fifteen days. 

Malabar. A number of streams; Remarks as for S. Kanara. 

also B^ur. R. Pal- 
anted, R. and Head 
I,, ^ Kfatera of Kabbani. 

R, flowing east. 
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Districts. Rivbrs. Tanks & LakbiI. Rbharks. 

High Range. In this furea ara 
many Tea Estates. Some of tHnt 
streams have been stocked with Ra¬ 
inbow Trout by the Planters Fish¬ 
ing Association which controis the 
fishing. Tributaries of the Periyar 
R., and of the Chalakudi. R. (Co¬ 
chin State) hold mahseer. 

Holds big mahseer which are 
seldom caught. 

Sizable fish can be got from the 
Dam with plug bait. Area of Lake 
is 14 square miles, much of it 
studded with dead tree trunks. 
Very little water escapes below the 
Dam. There is a mile long tunnel 
taking water into the plains of 
Madura to east of the high hills 
in which the lake is situated. 

The Periyar river enters the lake 
in its eastern corner. Mahseer run 
up the river at time of the mon¬ 
soons. When the river clears 
spoon fishing can be good. No ac¬ 
cess to the river except by boat 
and nothing can be done in the 
lake without a boat. 

The fishing in the Pariyar area 
is controlled by the Vandiperiyar 
Planters Fishing Association. 

Madras, 

The fishable (hilly) portions of the Travancore and Cochin States 
rivers are less accessible than those of Malabar and South Kanara. 

Most of the Travancore streams, even in their remotest parts, 
have been practically denuded of fish by gangs of poachers; this 
may also be the case with some of those further north in S. Kanara 
and Malabar. 

The main mahseer rivers are the Godavery, Kistna, Tunga- 
bhadra, Cauvery, and Bliavani. Except as to the Bhavani no 
detailed notes are available. 

Coimbatore. Bhavani R. Bhavani R, for full information 

see article by Lt.-Col. R. W. Bur¬ 
ton in the Journal of the Bombay 
Natural History Society, vol. xli, 
828. Season July and August and 
September and January February. 

Salem. Cauvery R. Cauvery R. from the Sivasa* 

mudram Falls until it reaches the 
north corner of the Mettur Lake at 
the Hogenakal Falls, a distance of 
some 90 miles approached nowhere 
by motorable roads or even cart 
tracks, this portion of ' the river 
should afford fine sport and can 
have been seldom, if ever, MNMI 
by an angler for mahseer. 

The trip could be done adtii a 
cmucles one for fibbing, ope lor 
followers and sullies. M euffiie 


Travancore State. 


Periyar Lake. 
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Salem— 


Godavari^ 


Kistna. 


Nilgiris. 




.Rivers dr Tanks. Remarks. 

Cauvery R.-^caald.) would have to be taken, nothing 
available. Season from mid January 
to March. A good and adventurous 
jtri^ well woAi undertaking. Ma» 
larial^ precautions necessary. The 
mahseer would run large. 

Godavari R. Godavari R, this river is within 

the Madras Presidency or on its 
border from 30 miles below Siron- 
cha until it flows into the Bay of 
Bei^ai near Coconada. 

There is good .weter where the 
river narrows below Bhadrachalam, 

. and at a number of places where 
the river winds its way through 
the hills south of latitude 17.30 and 
40 miles north of Rajahmundry. 

All this part of the river is 
known to only a few anglers who 
may have been serving in that part 
of the Presidency. No notes are 
available. 

Kibtna R. Kistna R. from Kurnool to Bez- 

wada the river is the Southern 
boundary of the Hyderabad State 
and northern boundary of Madras 
Presidency for 150 miles below 
Kurnool the river flows through a 
deep, jungle-clad gorge which has 
probably never been fished by an 
angler for mahseer. There are no 
roads or cart tracks. Many mug¬ 
gers. The trip could only be done 
by basket boat as for the Cauvery. 
Supplies would have to be taken. 
.'I'he heat would be great and the 
sport perhaps, phenomenal! 

Season early November to March. 

Mettur Lake. L. formed in recent years 

by Hydro Electric Dam at Mettur. 
Lake 30 miles long varying in width 
from 5 miles at widest part Depth 
at the Dam and about 30/40 ft. at 
north corner where the Hogenakal 
Falls former 70 ft. high. Many 
large fish collect at this place. Half 
way up the lake the Palar R. 
comes in from the west. 

Here follow notes from Mr. 
Madhavan Nilgiris. 

In this area are many streams, 
and a few artificial lakes, which 
have been stocked by the Nilgiri 
Game Association with Rain^w 
Trout. These streams are the 
head waters of the Bhavani and 
Mpyar rivers. Some of the lower 

S ortions are open to coarse fishing 
ut almost all is for fly Ashing only. 
All information from the Secre* 
tary of the Association at Ootaca« 
mund. 

Neyar R. Neyar R, forms boundary be¬ 

tween Nilgiris and the Mysore State 
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JNilgiris—(conti.) Neyar R.^contd,) and runs in a thmisaiwl foot dee^ 

gorge known as the Mysore Ditch. 

Holds large mahseer and other 
carp but is sddom fished qn account 
of malarial fever of a bad type and 
difficulty of access. 

Tungabhadra R. Tungabhadra R, borders the Mad¬ 
ras Presidency from Harihar to 
Kurnool where it joins the Kistna 
R. Impending irrigation projects 
may affect the river. It is to be 
hoped that suitable fish ladders will 
be provided. 

The river holds large mahseer 
and has runs and rapids where 
sport should be good November to 
March. 

Distance from Harihar to Kur¬ 
nool is about 250 miles and motor- 
able roads give access at Hovanur, 
Hospet, Kampli, Siruguppa, Ram- 
puram; but it is not known if 
sport available within reasonable 
reach of those places. There is said 
to be malaria at Kampli. A porta¬ 
ble boat would be essential. Sup¬ 
plies would have to be taken. 

From Hospet 12 miles is Bala- 
sanski district and 2 marches below 
is Sovaiithulli—a Ferry here. 


Mysore State. 

In the north the Tunga and 
Bhadra rivers rise in the Western 
Ghats to fiow eastwards and meet 
near Shimoga whence they form 
the Tungabhadra river. 

The Bhadra is the better fishing 
river and affords good sport to the 
Coffee Estate Planters of the area. 
Mahseer run to over 30 lbs. 

Further north is the Shatavati 
river which makes its way via the 
Gersoppa Falls (830 ft.) to the Ara¬ 
bian Sea. I| holds mahseer up to 
at least 20 lbs. Recent Hydro- 
Electric ^orks may have affected 
the fishing above the Falls. 

To the south the Camtery river, 
its sources in the mountains of 
Coorg, having added to its waters 
many streams rising in the West¬ 
ern Ghats, leaves the State 30 miles 
below the Sivasamudram Falls. It 
is joined by its largest affluent, the 
Kahhani River, a few miles below 
Mysore City. 

Mahseer in the Cauvery and 
Kabbant run to over 100 Ibs.^ The 


Ih May 1946 Mr. Van Ingen caught on^ of 120 lbs. 
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Rbmarks. 

record fish for India (119 lbs.) came 
from the Cauvery some 14 miles 
below Mysore City and the next 
largest (ixo lbs.) from the Kabbani 
in its higher reaches. 

These large fish are mostly 
taken on balls of ragi paste. 
Where there are rocks and rapids 
fish up to 40/50 lbs. have been taken 
on spoon; but other large mahseer 
have been caught on both live and 
dead bait, and on spoons. 

The Kfishnarajasagara Lake 
formed by a Dam across the Cau¬ 
very 1X miles above Seringapatam 
holds many monster mahseer which 
are very difficult to catch in such 
a deep and extensive sheet of water. 

The Vanivilas Sagar is another 
large Lake. It is west of Hiriyur 
and a hundred miles north w^est of 
Bangalore. 

There are other large Lakes 
and Tanks in all of which use of 
portable boats is essential to suc¬ 
cess. 

The State is well served by a 
number of motorable and other road 
giving access to the lakes and 
rivers of the country. 

AVAILABILITY OF GAME FISHING FACILITIES IN MYSORE STATE. 

{Information supplied by the Fisheries Office, Mysore State), 

District. Rivers, Lakes, or Place. Remarks. 

Mysore State. Cauvery R. Cauvery R. Seringapatam 10 

miles from Mysore and 78 miles 
from Bangalore reached by' rail 
and motorable road. A good T. B. 
with servants Ys available. Sur¬ 
rounding Seringapatam are a few 
good pools for Mahseer and other 
carps. 

Doddinamadu on the 4th mile 
stone from Seringapatam on the 
way to Bluff. Two pools here 
famous as containing record size 
Mahseers. Coracles are available. 

Bommanathittu, 5 miles from 
Seringapatam up-stream, on the 
way to Krishnarajasagar reservoir. 
Close by is a Bird Sanctuary and 
the pools within about 2 miles are 
good for Mahseer, Labeo, Carnatic 
carp and Barbus dubius. Usually 
batting is practised in this spot. 
Coracle is available. 

Mudukthore, this place is 28 
miles from Mysore on the way to 
Bluff or Shivasamudram. There is 
a small T. B. in Talkad, 2 miles 
^ below along the river course. The 

btfge pool formed above the weir 
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Districts. Rivsks & Janks. Remarks, 

Mysore State—Cauvery R.— (contd.) offers a very good baiting for 

seer and other carps. Area cover¬ 
ed by the pool is more than 4 miles 
along the river. Boats are essen¬ 
tial though coracles may be made 
available. 

Shivasamudram or Bluff, this 
is where the Cauvery leaves the 
Mysore plateau by means of two 
falls. Hydro-electric power gene¬ 
rating station is situated close by 
and the place can be reached both 
from Bangalore and Mysore by 
road, or up to Maddur by rail and 
thence by bus. Spinning may be 
done in the rapids above. Pools be¬ 
low the falls contain good cat- 
lishes like Silundia Mystus aof, and 
Mahseers. A collapsible boat 
will be essential in the pools and 
rapids below. 

Mekedatu. This is perhaps the 
most unfrequented fishing spot com¬ 
paratively unknown to the anglers. 
It is reached via KankanahalH, 30 
miles from Bangalore by road and 
another 22 miles from KankanahalH 
by road. A total of 52 miles nego¬ 
tiable during hot months only. 
Otherwise the motor road from 
Bangalore to Channapatam on the 
Mysore road has to be used and 
the road to Satnur and Aladahalli 
a distance of about 62 miles has 
to be covered from Bangalore. 
There is a small T. B. and coracles 
are available. The rapids and the 
large pools contain record size Mah¬ 
seers. From w'hat has been gath¬ 
ered from the local fishermen, it 
is evident that the large pools and 
the rapids have very old and large 
inhabitants more particularly mah¬ 
seers and catiishes. Coracle is 
availabe. Both spinning and bait¬ 
ing may be practised very success¬ 
fully. 

Krishnarajasagar Krishnarajasagar, the lake is 

Lake. formed by a large dam across the 

Cauvery. It is reached from My¬ 
sore either by train or by road, (12 
miles). Good Travellers* bungalow 
available as well as a European 
Hotel run by the Government of 
Mysore. Angling is good only in the 
rapids below the dam in the waste- 
weir and the river course. Baiting 
may be ffone on the quieter pools 
along the river or in the reservoir 
itself.^ Rapids below offer good 
spinning. But the reservoir itself is 
not very good as it is too deep and 
game fishing is not tried successful¬ 
ly on it so far. Two miles below 
in a pool fornied by another small 
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Districts. RtvsRS & Tanks. 

Mysore StateKrishnarajasagar 
Lake— (contd*) 


Kabbani R. 


Shimoga Thuoga and tht 

Bhadra. 


Remarks. 

weir across the river good angling 
for Mahseer as well as other carps 
and some cathshes like Wallago is 
available. The back washes of 
the reservoir in the river course near 
about Krishnarajnagar 18 miles by 
rail, and 22 miles by road, baiting 
may be practised successfully for 
Mahseer, Labeo, Carnatic carp etc. 
Boats are available and coracles 
may also be arranged. Krishnaraja 
nagar is two miles from the angl¬ 
ing grounds possessing a good T. 

B. with servants. 

Chunchankatte, 10 miles from 
Krishnarajnagar, this can be rea¬ 
ched by a nK>torable road. A small 
T. B. is available. The rapids 
and pools below the weir are good 
for spinning and baiting and very 
good Mahseer may be had at all 
times. 6 miles above along the 
road is another place, Hansoge 
which is also good for angling and 
could be visited from Chunchanka¬ 
tte. 25 miles from Krishnarajnagar 
and about 16 miles from this place 
is Ramanathpur where a Temple 
Sanctuary is interesting as it shel¬ 
ters almost all the carps of the 
Cauvery. They are accustomed to 
human company and arc very tame. 
Fishes ranging up to 80 lbs. (Mah- 
seers) are seen in the pool. Angl¬ 
ing of any kind is prohibited for 
about a mile surrounding this area. 
There is a good T. B. also in this 
place. 

Kakankote. 48 miles from My¬ 
sore. Very good mahseer is avail¬ 
able surrounding this area. The 
pools are *palace game preserves’. 
Other pools not set apart are alsa 
good and may be tried successfully 
as the Kabbani teems with large 
mahseer. The river 12 miles below 
may be tried in the deef^r pools 
near about Sargur. There is a good 
T. B. in Heggadadevankote, about 
15 miles from Kakankote down¬ 
stream. The pools from Heggada¬ 
devankote are between 6 to 8 miles 
and are reached by roads. Probably 
the good fishing season in this area 
is between October and December 
when mahseers breed in the pools 
of these head waters of the Kab- 
bani. 

Shimoga. This town is reached 
by rail from Bangalore towards the 
northwest of the State. Also a good 
road from Bangalore up ter Honna- 
var in North Canara which passes 
through Shimoga. Sacrebyle, 9 
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Districts^ 

Sbimo^a—^con^d.) 


Chitaldrug. 


R1VBR8 & Tanks. 
Thunga and the 
Bhadra-~(cowtd.) 


Thungabhadra R. 


Sharavathi R. 


Sulekere Tank. 


Vanivilas Sagar. 


. . Rkmarks. 

miles from Shimoga has good nuni* 
ber of pools and abounds in man* 
seer, Barbus neilU, Labeo fimbrim^ 
tus and several catfishes like Mys^^ 
tus aof, Psendotrofius, Bagarius. A 
Small T. B. available at Sacrebyle 
(as well as a good T. B. in Shimo¬ 
ga itself provided with servants). 
Other pools along the river may be 
tried near about Sacrebyle and a 
collapsible boat may be very use¬ 
ful as there are no locally avail¬ 
able coracles or boats. Occasional¬ 
ly an eel or two are also hauled. 

Honnali, 24 miles from Shimo¬ 
ga by road possesses a few good 
pools where mahseer, B, neilli and 
other carps and catfishes may be 
successfully angled for. There is 
a good T. B. here on the bank of 
the river. 

North-west of Shimoga District 
is this drainage which is almost un¬ 
known for anglers. Mahseers, and 
other carps like £. neilli and Lab- 
eos are available. The camping 
facilities available are at Gersoppa 
or Jog Falls itself which is going to 
become a Hydro-electric generating 
station. There are good travellers’ 
bungalows for staying and angling 
may be tried both above the Falls 
and below. A collapsible boat is very 
essential. Talguppa has a good T. 
B., 12 miles from Jog Falls and 
could be reached from pools of the 
river, 5 miles distance by good 
motorable road. Angling has not 
been tried here properly by anyone 
though the local records show the 
occurrence of game fishes in large 
numbers. 

Sulekere Tank. 26 miles from 
Bhadravathi and 36 miles from 
Shimoga by road, this place has a 
good T. B. and angling for small 
carps up to 12 lbs. as well as cat- 
fishes up to 30 lbs, may be done 
profitably. There is no facility for 
boats or coracles nearby. Lot of 
butter fish (CalUchrous) and occa¬ 
sional eel offer good variety. 

Vanivilas Sagar :—102 miles from 
Bangak>re in Bangalore—Bellary 
road, turning west at Hiriyur* 
There is a good T. B. and an In¬ 
spection Lodge. This large lake is 
not very well stocked with good 
varieties of fish and it is not placed 
very conveniently for an angler. 
This lake is the second biggest in 
Mysore. There is good boating and 
a steam launch. Mahseers, £. 'neiU 
U are recorded occasionally and se¬ 
veral large catfishes and carps 



bimicTs. 

Western Ghats., 

South Kanara. 
(for N. Kanara see 
under Bombay). 


South Kanara. 
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Rivers & Tanks. 


Holadi R. 

SitanadI R. 
Swarnanadi R. 
Gurpur R. 
Netrav'aU R. 
Gundayahole R. 
Payaswani R. 
Valarpattanaxn R. 


Holadi, R. 


Sitanadi R. 


Swarnanadi R. 


Gurpur R 


Natravatj R. 


Remarks. 

to 15 lbs. are usually common. 
Eels are also caught now and then. 

All rivers having sources in the 
I Western Ghats and flowing west* 
wards into the Arabian Sea hold 
mahseer in their hilly portions. Or¬ 
dinarily size will not be above 15 
lbs. Except where within reach of 
motorable roads the streams are 
not eai^ to get at. Apart from 
such notes as are available and 
given below, the interested angler 
can obtain information as to roads, 
accommodation, and rivers from 
the Road Map of India, and Sur¬ 
vey of India Maps. 

‘The Rod in India' by H. S. 
Thomas, 2nd Edition, 2^1; and 
‘The Mighty Mahseer* by Skene 
Dhu, 2906; should also be referred 
to. 

Mahseer in all these rivers take 
spoon bait, in some of them they 
will accept no other bait, and in 
some they will take fly. 

.In of the streams the less 

glittering spoons of frosted silver 
finish do better than ordinary bright 
spoons. 

Holadi i?. this river may be 
fishable from the Hulikal-Hosangadi 
road which runs parallel, and a 
few miles from it, after it leaves 
the Mysore State. No information 
is available. 

Sitanadi R. is crossed by the 
Agumbi Ghat road (motorable, 
Buses ply) between Someshwar and 
Hebri east and south of which is 
another stream. 

Swarnanadi R. crossed by the 
Hobri-Karkal road and in its upper 
reaches by minor roads at Mala 
and Miyar. 

No information is available, 

Gurfur R. crossed in several 
places, Yenur, Marur and, to the 
north Naravi, by major and minor 
roads. 

No information is available. 

Nairavati R. enter sea at Manga¬ 
lore. Has a number of large hill 
tributaries. A large tributary with 
many hill streams joins the main 
river at Uppinangadi. On the north¬ 
ern streams are Charmadi and 
Neriya mentioned by Thomas (the 
former on the Mudgiri—Mangalore 
Ghat road) and on the eastern stream 
is $hisla, accessible by cart track 

miles) from Shiradi. 

The other main tributary also 
loins in at Uppinangadi. It is the 
Kamaradhari and has two bran* 
dies. 
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Districts. Rivers Ai Tanks. Remarks. 

Soufh Kmarst^cmtL) Natravati R. The Gundayabla comes from 

—{contd.) near Manjarabad and has the Has« 

san-Sakleshpur-Mangatore Ghat 
' road alongside it for about so miles^ 

Buses run.' Stay night at Manja¬ 
rabad Club (road branches here lor 
bisole on upper reaches of Kama- 
radhari which can also be got at 
from where the above mentioned 
ghat road joins with it ao miles 
below Shoradi.) next day take bus 
and go stay Kumphulla, D.B. Fish 
accessible parts of river from there. 
Then go Gungaya where is old 
Forest Shed now used as a cow 
shed. Camp. Five miles further 
down is Shiradi, L.F.R.H. at mile 
53 from Mangalore. Good spot 1 
mile above bungalow also below. 
Four miles from bungalow cart 
track for Shisla turns off to the 
right. Nowhere to stay, river full 
of fish. Period for these waters mid¬ 
dle 'September onw-ards. Malaria 
precautions necessary. 

See also Notes by Skene Dhu at 
pages 2x9 & 220 of his book. 
Payaswani R. Good looking water at Sulya 

which is 33 from Mercara and 52 
from Mangalore on the Ghat road 
between these places. At Sulya 
from F.R.H. and from here to- 
add. A. F. R. H? at wards Mercara the road runs with- 
Parappa down-stream in reach of the river for about 20 
about 4 miles from miles. No information available 
Jalsur. Malaria. but fishing should be good. 5 miles 
up and down available at Sulya. 

Malabar. Vallarpattanamj R. General remarks as for South 

^See also p. 236) Beypur R. Kanara, 

Falanted R. & The Vallarpattanam R. becomes, 

Head waters of higher up, the Valiyapuzha which 

Kabani R. flowing rises in Coorg. 

East. A F.R.H. at Makut inside Coorg 

and a P.W.D. Bungalow at Ku^u- 
poya in Malabar. These only two 
miles apart. Other side of river 
from Kutupoya is Portland Rubber 
' Estate. Ghat road runs for eight 

miles within reach of the river un¬ 
til Iritti where it is joined by the 
Aralam Puzha, a large stream with 
many hilly affluents. 4 miles up 
stream village Aralam. 

Beypur R. Beypur R, Upper reaches fan- 

ing out in the valleys are accessible 
in some places from the Calicut- 
Gudalur road. Mahseer up to 15 lbs* 


9. PUNJAB AND NORTH ^EST FRONTIER PROVINCE AND BALUCHISTAN. 

Abbotabad. Siran R. Siran R, From Harriapixr Sta- 

tioa, then 7 miles to Thapla fishing 
is good from the junction of die 
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Districts. 

AWwtabRd— 


Ambala. 


Baluchistan. 


Bannu. 


Camfihettpore 


Ferosepare. 


Rivsrs Ai Tankr, Rbmarks. 


Siran R.— {contd*) 
Kalapani R. 

Dore R. 

Jumna R. 


Rakni R. 

Anambar R. 
Bolan R. 

Kurrum R. 


Tochi R. 

Hurroo R. 

Kabul R. 
Sutlej R. 


Dore with Siren down to junction 
with Indus. Bala is another good 
place. 

Kalapani R. Was stocked with 
trout (fario) years ago, but ha\« 
since disappeard I understand. 

Dote R. Crossed near Sultan- 
pore on Hassan-Abdul-Abbotabad 
road by a large bridge, but is a 
poor stream with very small fish. 

Jumna R. The only water is at 
the Head works of the Jumna 
Canal at Tajuwallah, and Dadu- 
pore. Served with a good motor 
road, or by railway to Jagadri sta¬ 
tion 12 miles away. The canal 
falls all hold Mahseer as far down 
as Rarnal. 

Hakni R. Approached by Fron¬ 
tier road from D. G. Khan to 
Peshin, through Loralai. Best water 
between Mat and Rakni. 

Anamhar R. The best fishing 
is between Shadiani and Missi and 
Misri kach 20 miles from Loralai. 

Bolan R. Train to Sibi or Nari 
bank and make for Kirth Rest 
House or Wundalami R. H. an 
easy ride, Fish are all Mahseer 
under 15 Ib^. 

Kurrum R. Near Bannu and 
below the Kurrum Post small fish 
of 2 and 3 lbs. can be caught, but 
the best fishing is in the upper 
reaches above Thai extending up to 
Parchinar where fish of $ and 6 
lbs. have been caught. 

Tochi R. Good sport can be had 
with small Mahseer near Saidgi and 
Shinki, I have caught them as high 
as Edak but it is unfriendly coun¬ 
try and hardly worth the risk un¬ 
less under pickets. 

Hurroo R. Mahseer are to be 
had in some good rapids 10 miles 
out, but the best fishing is at the 
junction with the Indus 

The Kabul R. also join the Indus 
near here and is reported to hole 
larger fish. 

Sutlej R. Sluices & pool below 
Sutlej Dam on Ferozepore-Lahore 
road (6 m. from Ferozepore & 44 
from Lahore). 

Buichwa on fly (jungle cock & 
silver) or any lake size fly with sil¬ 
ver tinsel about it, also small fly- 
spoon. 

MulUy» not uncommon and fre¬ 
quently taken. 

Seetul, large numbers are seen 
and some are caught when trolling 
big pools below the bridge dam. 
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Cll^STRICTS. 

Jhelum. 

Kashmir. 


Kohat. 

Kulu. 


Lahore. 


Loral ai. 
Murree. 


Pathankote. 


Peshawar. 


Quetta. 

Rawal-Pindi. 
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Rivbrs & Tanks. 


Jhelum R. 


Toi R. 
Bias R. 


Ravi R. 


Tanks. 


Rakni R. 
Mahl R. 


Ravi R. 


Swat R. 


Bolan R. 
Sohan R. 
Koruog & 
Chihlat R. 


Rsmarks. 

Mahseer are {iresent. No Infior* 
mation as to size there is an excel¬ 
lent fish-ladder. Plenty of rohu 
and other many turtle and a 
few garial. 

For all the fishing boat almost 
essential and can be readily obtain¬ 
ed from local fishermen. 

See under Tangrote. 

Trout are to be had but the sub¬ 
ject has been dealt with so tho¬ 
roughly in books already in print 
that it is unnecessary to enumerate 
the rivers and localities here. A 
book on the rules with general in¬ 
formation is published by the State 
and is obtainable for 8 annas. 
There are besides a number of 
agencies who make all arrange¬ 
ments for the new comer. 

Small Mahseer may be had near 
Dobah and below. 

To the intending visitor to Kulu 
no better guide than J. Tyson’s 
book ‘Fishing in Kulu* could be re¬ 
commended. It is published by the 
Civil and Military Gazette Lahore. 
It has maps and all the informa¬ 
tion necessary. 

Butchwa and the commoner fish¬ 
es can be had near the Bridges. 
For mahseer, journeys must be 
made to one of the many places 
listed. 

A number of tanks have been 
stocked with Labeo by Government 
for information apply to the Direc¬ 
tor of Fisheries, who will give up 
to date information. 

See note under Baluchistan. 

This river can be reached in two 
easy marches. 

Distance 24 miles to Dhalkot via 
Thanda. It joins the Jhelum at this 
point, much up-stream it is indiffe¬ 
rent fishing with small fish. \^^en 
the Jhelum is in flood and banks 
up the mouth of the Mahl big 
fish are to be had by both spinning 
and on frog. See further' notes on 
this river under Tangrot. 

Madhojur 8 miles away is at the 
Headworks of the Lower Bari Dhob 
Canal off the Ravi R. best fish¬ 
ing is above the wier. 

28 miles from Cantonments is 
Fort Abazai, built on the river. 
Good fish are recorded from here, 
in the ‘Anglers Hand Book’ but 
times may nave changed. 

See under Balauchistan. 

All within easy reach of Canton¬ 
ments, and were once protected Iby 
a Fishing Club, local information 
It necessary or if the Club Ifg book 
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Districts. Rivbrs & Tanks. 
Sialkote. 

Chenab R. 

Simla Hilts. Giri R. 

Sutlej R. 

Bias R. 

Tangrote, Jhclum St Poonch. 


Remarks. 

is available reference to notes there* 
in will be of help. 

The Chenab takes in two or three 
streams, the junctions of which are 
all reported to be good. Trolling 
in the deep pools has also met 
with success. The Jammu-Tewa- 
ri? Bhab-Nala? and Khano Bhao 
Nala. 

This river can be reached from 
Solan, from where it is lo miles 
to the junction of Giri and Ashai 
stream, or from Salogra Ry. Stn. 
only 7 miles from the same June* 
tion. If planning a long holiday— 
Fish from here to the junction, 
with the Jumna about 50 miles of 
good fishing water, with innume¬ 
rable tributaries joining in. 

This river runs north of Simla, 
and provides power and water 
and is an easy days march. For 
details of good fishing places local 
enquiries should be made. 

On the road to Kulu and in 
Mandi State some of the streams 
are stocked with trout. For de¬ 
tails see under Kulu. 

This is probably the most cele¬ 
brated spot for fishing in the Pun¬ 
jab and needs little introduction. 

It is reached from Dina Ry. Stn. 
then by road 16 miles or from Jhe- 
lum 23 miles by road or river. The 
Bungalow has a Visitprs Fishing 
Book full of most interesting notes. 

Trips from Poonch can also be 
undertaken and are an interesting 
and popular approach. 


This concludes these brief notes on fishing in the Punjab, there 
are of course scores of other places about which little is written 
or known, except to a select few who guard them as secret. 


10. UNITED PROVINCES AND DELHI. 

Allahabad. Jumna & Ganges. All the commoner fish are lo be 

taken, Butchwa, Silund, and 
W. Attu, etc. 

The Jumna has much the best 
water of these two sacred rivers at 
this revered junction. It carries 
the greater volume of water being 
fed by the Central Indian Rivers. 
The best places to fish for Butchwa 
are undoubtedly around the piers of 
the Railway Bridge in the broken 
water, and in the swirls near the 
banks from the water works down 
to the Junction. The best time is 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. when the 
water is clear, and at the changing 
of the seasons, and hot weather. 
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Districts. Rivers & Takes. Remarks. 

Allahal^d— {contd.) Jumna and Ganges Bait. Fly-spoon, Fly, Mole cric- 

— (contd.) ket or small fish will all take But¬ 

ch wa, but for Stlund a slowly spun 
bait 4 to 6 inches long is the best, 
or a ‘Plug’ may be successful. 

The Ganges is indifferent, though 
fish are visible near the Railway 
Bridge. It has very little water in 
the best Season, being drained for 
irrigation by Canals. 

Tons. Small Mahseer are taken on Fly- 

spoon both below and above the 
bridge on the Rewa Road from two 
to four miles. Best season is after 
the Rains when the river clears, 
fish up to 10 lbs. have been caught. 
Fishing is good from Lohaa to 
Korhar about 16 miles of water. 

MacPherson Lakes. These lakes are in the Canton¬ 
ments and are well stocked with 
Labeo, Catla, and Mirgil. Evid¬ 
ence of their popularity is seen by 
thei number of Machans erected. 
Fishing permits are issued by the 
E.O. and the Chowkidar will erect 
a Machan for Rs. 10/-. 

A Book of catches is kept by the 
Chowkidar and makes interesting 
reading. Fis'h are caught all the 
year round, the best bags are re¬ 
gistered in September and October 
and part of November : Catla of 60 
lbs. have been taken and Rohu of 
over 30 lbs. 

There are also tan Ms within a 
radius of 20 miles of the town, 
that fish well. 

Balan R. A small river in the South of 

the District holds small Mahseer 
and B. Bola. 

Take road to Kuraon then follow 
the Mirzapur road to where it cross¬ 
es. Good water to Mando village 
down stream. This is from a fri¬ 
end. 

The Balan also fishes well in the 
Mirzapur district. Places mention¬ 
ed in the Anglers Handbook are 
Buroundcth 25 miles down the Rewa 
Road a P.W.D. Bungalow, also a 
bridge. The River is 300 yards 
away, and fishing is good to Kool- 
sara. 

Atmora. Kosi R. The Kosi is crossed on the way 

from Ranikhet, but it is a small 
stream here and the best fishing is 
lower down and above Kairhna, 
though it is not really good until 
it enters Reserve Forest one march 
below Kairhna, from here down to 
where it comes out of the hills is 
all good. Further west Is the tV. 
Ramgunga an excellent river and 
easily approached from Ranikhet, 
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Districts. 
Almora— {contd.) 


Rivers A Tanks. Remarks. 

Kosi K.-rr{contd,) or from Ramnagar on the O & T. 

Railway. 

But for the best fishing in this 
District we must look East to the 
Surju and East Ramgunga. 

Surju R. The water from Kapkot (D. B. 

Bungalow) 14 miles above Bagash- 
war on the Pindari Glacier road 
to two marches from Almora down 
to Rameshwar where it joins the 
s Ramganga is all good water and 

fairly well provided with Rest 
Houses. 

There are some imposing Gorges 
along this stretch of river, and fish¬ 
ing is somewhat restricted, though 
they are worth any amount of 
trouble as they hold huge fish of 
50 and 60 lbs. Kit must be carried 
by coolie, as the pony track leaves 
the river in places, and good water 
is missed out. 

Bait. This is a chilwa or dead 
bait river, and gives far better re¬ 
sults than spoon, except for the 
light work with Fly-spoon. 

The best water is lower down and 
I would recommend making for 
Upper Shera Ghat 29 miles from 
Almora. From here down to 
Rameshwar is all good water tak¬ 
ing in the R. Ramganga here it 
flows on for another 6 miles to join 
the Kali at Pachashwar, making 
a wonderful junction and which 1 
• think is the best water in Kumaon. 

There are monster fish here and it 
is not unusual to be running fish 
all day. 

The best time is March and April, 
May is a bit late, besides it gets 
oppressively hot. 

East Ramgunga. This river is still further East 

and runs on a parallel course, more 
or less from Tajam to Rameshw'ar 
with tlie Surju. It is a river of 
deep un-approachable gorges, which 
has to be approached in certain 
portions and only after long mar¬ 
ches and much climbing. 

It can be approached (i) by cros¬ 
sing the Samapass above Kapkot, 
and working down the river to 
Rameshwar to the Junction with 
the Surju. I have dond it once, 
but it proved more an adventure 
than successful fishing. A boat to 
work down through these gorges 
would be an experience well worth 
trying, there is certainly no other 
way of doing it. It holds enor¬ 
mous fish, (1 have a belly scale of 
a fish I foul-hooked in this river 
that is the size 6f the pahn of the 
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Districts. 
Almora— (contd,) 


Baraich. 


Besares. 


Dehra Dun. 


Kxvbrs & Tanks. 

Gorl R. 


Gonah Lake. 


Sarda R. 


Surju & Rapti. 


Ganges R. 


Tanks. 


Ganges. 

Song 8i Suswa & 
Asan Rivers. 


Remarks. 

hand). It is a much faster and lar* 
ger river than the Surju. 

Still further East is the Gorl a 
raging torrent almost all the way 
down to its junction witli the Kali. 
It oifers wild scenery and ^ood 
shooting, but has proved a disap¬ 
pointing river to fish for mahseer. 
I feel sure it would, with its many 
feeders, make an excellent Trout 
river. 

Is not in the Almora District but 
in Tehri Garhwal. One of the 
easiest ways to it is from Almora 
so 1 have included it here. It has 
an abundance of trout, and the 
angler is amply repaid for the long 
and arduous ‘trek* of getting there 
in 7 or 8 marches. 

Katcrnian Ghat on O & T. Rail¬ 
way is on the bank of the River 
fish have been taken both above to 
the Nepal frontier and also a few 
miles down, small Mahseer and 
B. Bola. The best fishing is to be 
had in Nepal to a place called Chi- 
sapani 32 miles inside. But for 
this, special permission must first 
be obtained and this is not easy. 
The arrangements for getting sup¬ 
plies and transport are a further 
difficulty, as it is wild country with 
vexy poor roads. 

These two rivers in the North 
East of the District should be good 
but the best water is in Nepal. 

Butchwa and other predacious 
fish can sometimes be caught by 
the keen angler near the Pontoon 
and Railway Bridge, or if one 
wishes to catch the foul feeders, 
the outlet of the sewage drain be¬ 
low the Railway Bridge worm will 
provide * sport*. 

The Benares State have some 
nice tanks well stocked with Rohu, 
but permission must be obtained. 
There is also a very pretty Bunga¬ 
low at the Reservoir at Naini 20 
miles out, below the dam is a pool 
full of elusive fish which is protec¬ 
ted by the State. It would he 
well worth a visit in October after 
the water had cleared or after bait¬ 
ing with gram. 

All but the first named are pro¬ 
tected for part of their length by 
the D.D. Fishing Association from 
whose books full details can be ob¬ 
tained. The Ganges is best at 
Lachmanjhoola, Rikkikash, Jaju- 
wallah? and at Hard war, but care 
must be taken to avoid Temples 
and Sacred ghats etc. in order to 
avoid any chance of unpleasantness. 
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Districts. Rivers & Tanks. 
X>ehra Dun—(cowld.) Ganges Canal. 


Jumna R. 


Delhi. Jumna R. 


Ganges Canal. 

Roshnarn Tank. 

Gorakhpore. Gandak R. 


Tanks. 


Ganges 
Betwa R. 


Remarks. 

This information could be obtained 
from the Collector of Dehra Dun 
or the local Canal Authorities. 

The falls below Hardwar are at 
approximately 3*mile intervals, and 
fish well at times, 1 have had ex¬ 
cellent sport at Patri Falls. A key 
for the road gates must be obtain¬ 
ed from the R.E. in charge, who 
is as often as not himself a fisher¬ 
man and would be helpful if call¬ 
ed upon. 

The falls used to fish well as 
far as Delhi but the Hydro Elec¬ 
tric grids have spoilt falls from an 
Anglers point of view. 

Jumna R. In the west of the 
Doon is the Jumna, and with the 
Asun affords good fishing. Full 
details are obtainable locally and 
through the Association. 

Jumna R, At Okhia-14 miles 
excellent fishing can be had with 
Mahseer and the predacious fish, 
when a fish run is on and the small 
fish have collected. Silund if on 
the feed will give grand sport. Some 
good sport has been had at the 
overflow. It is necessary to have 
someone on the spot to send infor¬ 
mation of the fish running, generally 
just before and after the Monsoon. 

Ganges Canal, The falls at 
Dashna were good but are probably 
spoilt, with Uiose in the Meerut 
District, by the many grids erected. 

Hoshnara Tank is well stocked 
with Rohu and is well known. 
There are besides a number of old 
tanks in and around tlie old City. 

This river borders on the East 
of the District and although the 
Malars at Tirbhani catch fish of 
20 lbs. and over, I have only heard 
of small Mahseer being taken on 
spinning bait. There are few ra¬ 
pids and it has been little tried. 

A poor station from the Anglers* 
point of view, though there are a 
few tanks which hold Labeo. But- 
chwa can be had in the small 
streams draining the District at 
pontoon bridges, junctions etc. 
while the large lakes hold Murrel 
in large quantities. 

See under Dehra Dun. 

Betwa R, Mahseer and trout 
(B. Bola) can be had down the 
Nowgong Road. 7^ miles from 
Jhanst. Paricha 15 miles down the 
Cawnpore road is probably the best 
water near at hand. There are 
other places but off the beaten track 
and at greater distances. Other 


Hardwar. 

Jhansi. 
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Districts. 

Jhansi'^coHtd,) 


Landsdowne. 


Lucknow. 


Meerut. 


Naini Tal. 


Philibhit, 


Kivbrs & Tanks. 


Rjsmarks. 


Betwa H.—(conid.) 

Burwa Sagar Tank 
Nayar R. 

Gomti R. 


Ganges Canal. 

Hinden R. 

Tanks. 

Gola, & Kosi. R. 
Nandhaur R. 


Lakes. 


Sards R. 


small streams worth a trial 
light tackle during or |u8t after the 
Monsoon are the Barhari, Pahuji 
and Dhurari Nallahas, all within 
easy reach of the town and served 
by good roads. 

Burwa Sugar Tank 13 imles 
out affords the tank ang^r with 
all he desires. 

Nayar i?. A tributary of the 
Ganges. Rail to Kotdwara and 
make for Bang-Ghat 29 miles where 
there is good water all the way 
down to the junction, fish of 30 lbs. 
have been taken. 

Gomti K. Lucknow has no fish¬ 
ing to write about except perhaps 
a tew butchwa in the Gomti and 
Rohu in tanks dotted about, but it 
is well situated, and one can get 
to good water in a nights journey.— 
The .Sards at Tanakhpore, the 
Girwa at Kauriala on O & T. 
Railway, Betwa at Jhansi. 

The canal has a number of falls 
at easy distance from Cannt. (see 
remarks under Delhi) Fishing with 
atta paste at the cattle crossings 
and drinking places sometimes 
provides good sport. 

Hinden River is very popu¬ 
lar with Indian Anglers who get 
good fish of the pariah types, but 
details are lacking. 

The only tank 1 know of is 7J 
miles out on the Hapur Road, it 
holds Laheo, 

The Gola at Ranibagh, and Kosi 
at Kairhna and below both give 
sport if hit off at the right time. 

Nandhaur R. Runs through Re¬ 
served Forest it is situated 12 miles 
East of Haldwani on O & T. Ry. 
It is connected by motor road, and 
has F. R, Houses. The best fish¬ 
ing is above, where fish of 10 
pounds or more can be had on fly- 
spoon. Camp at a chowki called 
Selakul 5 miles from Chorgalia. 
Best seasons are Feb/March and 
after the rains. 

The lakes at Sathtal Naukatia 
and Bhimtal are well known, and 
easy to get to from either Naini 
Tal or Bhowali. 

It is pretty fishing with fly, the 
fish seldom run above two lbs. and 
are poor fighters. Kurpa Tal on the 
Katadungi Road is also yvorth a 
trial, but Nainital is disappointing, 
and the fish are dying off yearly. 

Sat da if. Tanakhpore Is whhm 
easy reach, and has some good 
water abovcj and up to the Punl- 
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Saharanpore. }umna K. 


Tanakhpore* Ladhjra R. 


Remarks. 

gari gorge above the Boom at Bar- 
hamdfo. Opposite the Forest Rest 
and down to Bombasa if fishes 
well in the hot months and before 
the snow water comes down. 

The canal itself should hold fish 
though I have no first hand infor¬ 
mation of an)fone fishing it or 
catching anything. 

Jumna R, There is good fishing 
to be had in the North of the Dist¬ 
rict, in the many streams that flow 
into the Jumna, or Ganges. Notes 
and Names of places are not avail¬ 
able to include here. 

Ladhya R. Though in the Al- 
mora District, it is best approached 
from Tanakpore, 7 miles up the 
Loharghat Road, the Ladhya is 
crossed at Chalti. From here to 
its junction with the Sarda at 
Chuka—a distance of 14 miles—^is 
all excellent water for B. Bola and 
Mahseer up to 15 pounds. Best 
season is Oct/Nov. or just after the 
monsoon. 


THE EARLY STAGES OF INDIAN LEPIDOPfERA. 

BY 

D. G. Sevastopulo, f.r.e.s. 

Part XV. 

{Continued from Vol. xlvi, />. 69.) 

RHOPALOCERA. 

PlERIDAB. 

Delias berinda Moore, boyleae Btir. 

I can find no constant difference between the pupa of this sub- 
^>ecies and that of the nominotypical one (1941, mihi, Journ. Bomb, 
Rat. Hist. Soc., xlii, 748). A few had a broad white marginal 
band on the wing cases, leaving only a submarginal olive-brown 
' Motch between it and the central white triangular mark. 

,,. Piqta usuaRy found in small groups seven or eight on the 
i^^ierstde ot twigs Or leaves of medium height bushes. Presumabty 
("SJe bwhe droip frOm thdr food-plant and spin up below. 

- DeSCfRx^ Irmn a number of pvpae found at .Tukdab- (5,000 ^t- 

4 
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Darjeeling District) io-v-44, from one of which a male anerged 
14-V-44. 


Danaidae. 

Euplo^a miiiciber Cr., mulciber. 

Moore, Lep. Ind.y i, loo, pi. 35, fig. i. 1890-92. 

Bingham, Fauna Bnf. Ind., Butterflies, i, 45. 1905. 

i»t instar—Head black. Body greenish yellow with faint grey 
transverse stripes. Legs and prolegs black. Tentaculae indicated 
by raised blackish dots. 

Half grown larva—Head black, ist somite with a subdorsat 
black spot. Body white transversely banded with olive, anterior 
and posterior somites and a lateral stripe yellow, and, 3rd, 5th 
and iith somites with short subdorsal tentaculae. Legs and pro¬ 
legs black. 

Final instar—Head black with two white rings, the inner one 
triangular, ist somite yellow with a purple black transverse band, 
and to nth somites white with two transverse black bands on each 
somite ending above the spiracles, the posterior band edged behind 
with purplish, which continues to the sublateral area, and two fine 
black lines between each somite. An interrupted orange spiracular 
stripe, below which is a series of triangular white spots. A purple 
black sublateral stripe. 12th somite tinged with orange posteriorly. 
Venter purplish with a purple black lateral stripe. Legs black. 
Prolegs black ringed with yellowish olive. Anal flap and clasp- 
ers black. 2nd, 3rd, sth and nth somites with subdorsal tenta¬ 
culae, purple at base and blackish abo\e, the anterior two pairs 
longest. 

Pupa suspended by the cremaster. Brilliantly gilded except a 
ventral streak below the head, the antenna sheaths, a discal streak 
and marginal band on the wing cases, the median portion of the 
thorax, a dorsal band on the 4th abdominal somite and a subdorsal 
and lateral stripe on the abdomen, which are purple buff. Anal 
somite and cremaster black. Shape rounded, the thorax and ab¬ 
domen domed. 

Described from larvae found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Darjeeling 
District), one of which pupated i8-vi-44 and a male emerged 
30-vi-44. 

Bingham quotes the following description by Moore:—‘Larva 
cylindrical, with four pairs pf long fleshy subdorsal filaments which 
have pink bases and black tips, three pairs being on the anterior 
;»egments and the fourth pair on the 12th segment. Body pinkish 
white with lateral yellow blotches, the segments each divided by 
a black line and anteriorly bordered by a narrow transverse pink 
band and purple-brown stripes; spiracles black; head with a dark 
red stripe in it 6 nt and one on each side; fore le^s black, middle 
ahd hind Idgs black ringed With pink. (Larva of the Javan form, 
S. thudia.)- Pupa short, thfek across the middle; thorax concave 
behind; abdomSna! AejgmtxAs dorsaHy -convex, ^metallic golden-brown 
With dk*ker brown anterior ^ripe/ 
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Satyridas. 

Leihe rohria F., tohria. 

1st instar—Head yellow green, slightly bifid above, with a few 
black hairs. Body bluer green, the secondary segmental divisions 
whitish, a few black hairs visible under a lens. Anal somite bifid. 

and instar—Head green, rounded and surmounted above by two 
points close together, and clothed with black pubescence. Body 
green, under a lens covered with minute white points and colour¬ 
less pubescence. Anal somite divided into two pink processes. 

3rd instar—Similar. The cephalic points pink. Body bluer 
green with a dark dorsal stripe and a white subdorsal line. Anal 
somite produced into a triangular p6int, the apex bifid. 

4th instar—Head green, heart-shaped, the apex pink and slight¬ 
ly bifid, a yellowish line posteriorly joining the subdorsal body 
stripe. Body blue green, a bluish dorsal stripe edged with whitish, 
a yellow subdorsal line with prominent yellow spots on it on somites 
5 to 9, those on 6 and 7 largest. A green lateral line, edged above 
and below with white, and a white sublateral line. Anal somite 
produced into a long triangular process, bifid at the tip. Venter, 
legs and prolegs green. Clothed with short colourless pubescence. 

5th (final) instar—Similar. In some examples the yellow sub¬ 
dorsal spots centred with orange. 

Pupa suspended by the cremaster. Greyish green, very finely 
streaked with fuscous. A fuscous dorsal stripe, abdomen with a 
subdorsal and ventro-lateral fuscous stripe in addition, the subdor¬ 
sal stripe enclosing white dots on and to 6th abdominal somites. 
Wing cases with a white line bordered above with fuscous along 
the upper edge. Shape—head truncate, thorax slightly keeled, wing 
cases not dilated. 

F ood-plan t—Grasses. 

Described from larvae found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Darjeeling 
District), one of which pupated 5-vii-44 and a female emerged 
i2-vii-44. 

Moore (Lep. Ind,^ i, 261, pi. 84, figs, i, la-id. 1890-92) figures 
and describes the larva of the subspecies nilgiriensis Guer., and 
also figures it, without a description, in Lep. Ceyi.f iii, pi. 210, 
fig. 4, 1880. Bingham (Fauna Brit. Ind., Butterflies, i, 81. 1905.) 
quotes this description as follows:—‘Larva fusiform, elongated; 
head conical, the vertex being prolonged to an acute point project¬ 
ing forward and anal segment also prolonged to a point projecting 
backwards. Colour green, with darker dorsal and lateral stripes 
and a slight ochreous subdorsal stripe.’ 

Letke sidonis Hew., sidonis. 

Head green, produced above into two pink points with a white 
line down the back joining the subdorsal body line. Body green, 
a blue dorsal stripe edged with whitish, a white subdorsal and 
whitish lateral line, boUi edged above with dark green, and a 
white sublateral line. Spiracles white. Venter, legs and prolegs 
green. Anal sdmite produced into a long triangular proems, bifid 
at the end. 
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Pupa with the head truncate and expanded into two slight points 
fronto-laterally* Thorax with an erect median point. Colour grass 
gr6en> a cream line along the upper edge of the wing cases "and 
continued round the head. The thoracic point cream. .Thorax 
with a subdorsal series of minute cream specks. Abdomen with 
two dorsal, a subdorsal and lateral series of two cream specks 
somite, a slightly darker green line between the two dorsal series 
and between the dorsal and subdorsal. Wing cases streaked with 
fuscous. Suspended by the cremaster. 

F ood^plant—Grasses. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District) 31-V-44, pupated 4-vi-44 and a male emerged 
i6-vi-44. 

Lethe verma Koll., sintica Fruhs. 

Ovum—^Spherical, the base flattened. Very pale blue, almost 
white. Surface unsculptured. Laid singly on blades of grass. 

ist instar—Head black, hairy, very slightly bifid above. Body 
white on hatching, becoming green after feeding, with a few short 
black hairs. Anal somite slightly bifid. 

2nd instar—Head green, produced above into two points, with 
a black lateral line from apex of points. Body green with traces 
of a whitish subdorsal line and a darker dorsal stripe. Anal somite 
produced into two points. 

3rd instar—Similar, but the anal somite produced into a trian¬ 
gular process, bifid at the tip. 

4th instar—Similar to final. 

5th (final) instar—Head green, produced above iMo two long 
pink processes tipped with black, a double blackish lateral stripe 
from the base of the processes and a white line down the back. 
Body apple green, a blue-green dorsal stripe edged with yellow, 
a zig-aag darker green subdorsal line edged below with yellow, 
most marked on the 6th and 7th somites, a zig-zag green lateral 
line and a straight white sublateral. Spiracles dark red. The 
whole body minutely shagreened with yellow points. Legs, pro¬ 
legs and venter green. Anal somite produced into two long points 
held close together, pale blue-green shagreened with white. One 
example had dark red brown streaks above the yellow on the 6th 
and 7th somites. 

Pupa suspended by the cremaster. Head produced into two 
large frontal points; thorax slightly keeled; abdomen rounded. 
Colour yellow green, abdomen with a dorsal, subdorsal, lateral, 
spiracular and sub-spiracular darker green line, most noticeable 
intersegmentally, the subdorsal and the spiracular lines edged be¬ 
low with yellow and a zig-zag yellowish line between the dorsal 
^tk 6 subdorsal lines. Wing cases with two indistinct fuscous 
stripes* 

'Food-| 4 aat—Grasses. 

Described from larvae bred from ova found at Tukdah (]^,ooo 
ft/ Darjedifig District), one of which pupated 26-V1-44 and a Temide 
emerged 6-vii-44. 
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.. Ypihinm $akra Moore> sakt^^ 

Ovum—Greenish white, sphericalj -the base flattened. Surface 
very minutely pebbled. Laid singly on blades of grass. Hatched 
on ninth day. 

1st instar—Head pale oUire brown. ^ Body almost white when 
first hatched, becoming greener after jFeeding, with a subdorsal 
and lateral purple brown line. Clothed with colourless pubescence. 

and instar—Head buff, divided above. Body greenish, a dark 
dorsal, subdorsal and lateral line. Clothed with short blackish 
hair. 

3rd instar—Similar. The points of the head proportionately 
larger. The lateral line purple brown and with a lateral quadrate 
dark brown spot on the 7th somite. > 

4th instar—Similar to final. 

Sth (final) instar—Head square, divided above into two points. 
Pale buff, an inverted brown V outlining the dypeus, a dark buff 
stripe down each cheek, and a dark brown stripe from apex of 
the point to outside the jaws. Body very pale buff, a brown dor¬ 
sal, a double buff subdorsal, a dark brown lateral and a brown sub¬ 
lateral stripe, all bordered with darker. 3rd somite with a sub¬ 
dorsal black speck, 7th somite with a lateral black spot. Legs, 
prolegs and venter pinkish buff, the latter with a median brown 
line. Spiracles black. Clothed with brown pubescence. Anal 
somite produced into a pair of longish processes. 

Pupa with the head truncate and. produced into a slight trian¬ 
gular projection fronto-laterally, the base of the wing cases ex¬ 
panded slightly, thorax slightly keeled, abdomen slightly angled 
at the 4th somite which bears a slightly raised ridge. Colour buff, 
streaked and speckled with dark brown. Head, a dorsal stripe 
on the thorax and first four abdominal somites a longitudinal stripe 
along the upper edge of the wing cases and a transverse band 
across the 4th abdominal somite dark brown. Wing cases with 
the central half heavily suffused and streaked with dark brown, and 
with a submarginal series of dark specks. 5th abdominal somite 
backwards suffered laterally with dark brown. Suspended by the 
cremaster from a dry blade of grass. 

F ood-plant—Grasses. 

Described from larvae bred from ova laid by a female caught 
at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Darjeeling District), one of which pupated 
i3-vi-44 and a male emerged 26-vi-44. 

NymMalidae. 

Umenitis dataxa Dbl. &: Hew. 

Head green, shagreened with white points, and surrounded by 
a series of twelve black-pointed spines, the spines largest dorsally 
and decreasing in sixe laterally. Body green, shagreened with 
ydlow^|K>tnts, and with' a sublateral series of small yellow spines. 
A ijark 'dorsal and a whitish lateral line. 2nd somite with a large', 
black-i^ined, whitiifii, subdorsal scofus, which turns deep pink be- 
lofe'p^mtloo. Anal soif^ite bifid. Legs, proli^s and venter whit¬ 
ish g^n. /• ^ 
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Pupa suspeaded by the cremaster. Eyes expanded into a late« 
rally projecting ^piae* Tliprax keeled, rising to a badcwardnlirect- 
ed point Abdomen with a slight dorisal keel, expanded into a large 
fk>int on the 3rd and a smaller' one on the 8th abdoniinpi sdinitei 
where the ked terminates. Meso^-thorax with a short bteck sub- 
dorsid spine, 3rd to $th abdominal somites esdi with a subdorsal 
spine. A lateral spine at base of wing cases, the upper edge of 
which is expanded laterally. Colour green. The dorsal keel and 
points thereon purple brown, a purple brown subdorsal stripe on 
the abdomen becoming lateral on the 4th somite. The lateral edge 
of the wing cases, a line outlining the spine from the eye, and the 
basal portion of tbe antenna sheath on the dorsum purple brown. 
The antenna sheath ventrally yellowish white. A spot over the 
eye, the pro-thorax, a stripe on the posterior edge of the meso- 
thorax, the dorsal area, except for the keel on the meta-thorax 
and abdomen, the expanded dorsal edge of the wing cases, and a 
lateral blotch on the 3rd to sth abdominal somites brilliantly gilded. 
Two purple brown specks on the wing cases, two on the leg sheaths, 
and a central streak at base of proboscis sheath. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District) i9-vi-44, pupated 22-vi-44 and a female emerged 
2-vii-44. 


Pareha vesta F., vesta. 

Sevastopulo, Journ, Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc,, xlii, 752. 1941. 

Head shining black, hairy, with a pale inverted Y-shaped mark. 
Body black, the intersegmental areas blotched with dirty whitish, 
a whitish sublateral line and a cream medio-ventral stripe. Armed 
with longish, black, branched spines, a subdorsal on the ist somite, 
a subdorsal and lateral on the 2nd and 3rd, a subdorsal, lateral 
and sublateral on the 4th to iith, and a subdorsal and sublateral 
on the 12th somite. Legs black. Prolegs black, the feet pinkish. 
This is a very much darker and dingier form than the one described 
from Shillong. 

Food-plant—Peile (1937, A Guide to Collecting Butterflies of 
India) gives Dehregeasia hicolor (Urticaceae). 

. Described from a number of full fed larvae found at Tukdah 
(5,000 ft. Darjeeling District), one of which pupated 2-V-44 and a 
male emerged 16-V-44. 


Ervcinioae. 

Zemeros flegyas Cr., indicus Fruhs. 

Dudgeon, Prop. A. S. Beng., 140. 1890. 

Bingham, Fauna Brit. It^, Butterflies, i,. 499. 1905. 

, Ovum the bate flattened. Yellow green; Under a 

lens; clothed' with .fide hairs. I^iid singly on the underside of a 
Joaf of the food*p}ant« Hatdied on the "eighth dky. / 

Young larva^Fale.gn^n, flattericid. The termen ^sdaBoped^ Idt- 
crally. Clothed with white ptibesfcenfcc. .r " ' 
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Adidt larva-^Helad small, green. , Body yellow green with a 
eitaiti " dorsal stripe edged with darker green. The' lateral area 
apeckil^ with yelfow dots. Shape flattened, outline oval, the edges 
scalloped and fringed with colourless hair«. 

Pupa flattened, the head rounded with a central cleft, abdomi¬ 
nal somites scalloped laterally. Colour pale green. Three longitu¬ 
dinal blue lines on the pro-thorax. Meso-thorax with a dorsal, 
subdorsal and lateral blue line which diverge and then join again. 
Abdomen with a dorsal series of blue spots, a subdorsal blue line 
and a lateral series of oblique blue lines. Wing cases with a blue 
line on the upper edge. Formed on a pad of white silk and sup¬ 
ported by a girdle. 

Food-plant —Maesa chisia Don. 

Described from a larva bred from ova laid in Tukdah (5,000 
ft. Darjeeling District), pupated 9-vi-44 and a female emerged 

i 9 -vi- 44 . 

Bingham, quoting Dudgeon, gives the following description: — 
*Larva adult: length .75 of an inch. Ovate, extremely flattened, 
inconspicuous. Colour pale green, head and anal segment slightly 
lighter; all the segments laterally rounded, covered with whitish 
down, especially at the sides; an indistinct double longitudinal dor¬ 
sal darker-green line throughout, enclosing a minute orange spot 
on seventh and eleventh segments; middle segments more than 
twice as broad as they are long; legs pale green, set well beneath 
the animal and rather close together. Full grown at the end of 
March. Feeds on Maesa moniana. Larva when about to change 
into the pupal state attaches itself to a patch of silky web, by the 
last segment, to the underside of a leaf of the food-plant, with the 
head towards the apex, and is girt about the middle with another 
web. Pupa length .55 to .70 of an inch. Fusiform, broadest in 
the middle , . . anterior end truncate-rounded, distinctly broader 
than the posterior; the whole pupa flattened and of very slight depth 
even in the thickest part; the divisions between the segments well- 
marked ; posterior segment bluntly rounded; head also rounded and 
<livided in the middle at the apex into two lobes by a shallow notch 
.... colour bright yellowish green throughout, marked above 
with rich emerald-green narrow lines arranged in an arabesque¬ 
like pattern on the two outer-thirds; a series of round spots along 
the middle of the back on the abdomen only, and a subdorsal line 
on either side interrupted at the segmental constrictions. Under 
surface pale yellowish green throughout, entirely unmarked .... 
The whole surface of the pupa smooth, without any hairs or shag- 
teening whatever,’ I did not notice the minute orange spot in any 
of my larvae, and in my opinion the species is continuous-brooded 
throughout the summer. 

- 1 » ^ > 

i ' X>0(fano Moore, outtia. 

’trAi^ted cone, rounde«^ above, ihe micFopyle'a dark, 
^bnkeih sbot;^ Colour'briglit mauve. Laid in regular batches 

^ the wdeMde >of a'leaf of the fobd->pla'nt. The ovum is ve^ 
like thiat of-a'tnoth draft'that of a'butterily; • 
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-AdCiit janfa**^itead ydlow green with black hairs. .Body with 
the-ist somite y^iow green, and to tath somites with an dhre green 
fiorsal stripe edged with yellow green, followed by a wide n 
narrow blue green, a narrow greenish yellow, an olive gmn and 
n greyish yellow stripe. Anal somite yellow gr^n. Venter, ksgs 
add., prolegs ^e green. Spiracles white. Subdorsal and sublate* 
ral areas sparsely clothed with erect black bristles. Gregaiious. 
Some colonies of larvae are more tinged with green, others more 
tinged with blue. 

Pupa suspended by a girdle and tail pad of white silk. Round¬ 
ed, the thorax slightly domed, the head rounded in front and divid¬ 
ed by a central cleft into two rounded lobes. Colour yellow gfwn, 
the lobes of the head yellow. A blue dorsal and subdorsal line, 
the latter terminating on the 4th abdominal somite and continuing 
as four blue tubercles. Three blue lines on the wing cases. A 
lateral series of blue spots on the abdomen and traces of a series 
of blue spots between the dorsal and subdorsal lines. 

The larva is very like that of Abisara fylla Dbl., described be¬ 
low, and the pupa similar in shape though not in colour. Both 
larva and pupa dilfer widely from those of Dodona adonira Hew., 
also described below, and also from the published description of 
those of Dodona eugenes Bates, the only previously published des¬ 
cription of the early stages of a Dodona that I know. 

Food-plant— Maesa chisia Don. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District) 25-V-44, pupated i-vi-44 and a male emerged 
i5-vi-44. 

Dodona adonira Hew., adonira. 

Head and body rich green, clothed with short colourless pub¬ 
escence. Shape tapering to the rear, the anal flap ending in a 
point. Somites slightly scalloped sublaterally with a fringe of 
rather longer colourless hair. 

Pupa suspended by a girdle and tail pad of white silk. Shape 
unax^led, the head divided into two slight triangular fronto-lateral 
.processes. Colour pale green, the cephalic processes and apex of 
the abdomen yellow. 

Food-plant— Maesa chisia Don. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah {5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District), 24-V-44, pupated 28-V-44 and a female emerged 
'ib-vi-44. 

Abisara fylla Dbl. 

Head y^Hoiy green with a few black bristly hairs. Body greeti, 
ist samite pale blue with a subdorsal blue black spot. A blue dor¬ 
sal line, a pale blue spiracular stripe wit^. a darket blue line in 
it and wi^ a wbkisli stripe Mow. lath somite backwards green 
A subdor^al series of groups of four black biMes 
fteir somite and d sdblateiml series of grO^ of eolourkss hairs 
with one of btacki one! th^ attsing from sligiit 
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cles. Vtnter, l^s and prolegs whitish. Spiracles yellow green 
ring^ with idack^ 

{^upa siH^nded by a girdle and tail pad.of white silk. Head 
rounded, wi& a slight median cleft dividing it into two frpntal 
lob^« Thorax domed. Abdomen stout and slightly hiimpal. 
Colour deep lemon yellow thickly speckled with rusty red, ventral 
surface greenish. A dorsal series of six purple spots on the abdo¬ 
minal somites. Spiracles bright blue. 

As mentioned above the larva and pupa of this species are very 
like, those of Dodona ouida Moore, they differ widely from the 
published description of the early stages of Abisara echefiiis Stoll. 
Food-plant— Maesa chisia Don. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District) i4-vi-44, pupated 22-vi-44 and a male emerged 

4 -vii- 44 . 


Lycaenidae. 

Heliophorus brahma Moore, brahma. 

Head brown, retractile. Body bright apple green, a darker 
green dorsal line, a slightly darker green subdorsal and a double 
lateral line. Clothed with very short colourless pubescence. The 
usual Lycaenid wood-louse shape. 

Pupa yellow green. Abdomen with a purple brown dorsal line 
and traces of a subdorsal line, a purple brown dorsal blotch on 
the waist and another on the posterior somites. The thorax and 
outer margin of the wing cases slightly suffused with purple brown. 
The purple brown markings vary greatly in extent and intensity. 
Shape rather stout, the thorax an^ abdomen domed as usual in Lyc¬ 
aenid pupae, abdomen with a double series of very minute dorsal 
humps. Slightly pubescent. Formed on a slight mat of white 
silk on a leaf of the food-plant and held in place by a girdle. 

Food-plant— Rumex sp. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District^) ii-v-44, pupated 15-V-44 anfd a male emerged 
29-V-44. 


GRYPOCERA. 

CBLASNORRltlNAE. 

Celaenorrhinus plagifera DeN. 

•Head very dark purple brown, very large and square, the upper 
edge slightly indented in the centre. . B^y dark brownish olive 
^ with a black median line. The secondary s^mental divisions with 
lines of very minute yellow dots. Spiracles very pale pink. Vent¬ 
er, legs, and anal flap pale olive, xst !k>mite constricted 

to fdim a neck* Lives in a silk-lined leaf cell.' 

Piipa in a silk 4 iiied leaf cell, attadied by the cremaster only. 
Very motb 4 ifee in shape, the hekd with a minute forward-project^ 
central point; abdomen and thorax minutely speckl¬ 
ed adth/ dark brown, inlersegbentid areas unspeckled. ^ r 
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Food^pla^t —tmpatims sp* - 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah {5,000 ft. Dar^ 
jeelifig District) ■i3-v*44, pupated 25-V-44 and a male emerged 
9 -vi- 44 * 

Heteropterinae. 

Aeromachus stigmata Moore. 

Mead yellow green. Body blue green, a darker dorsal line, a 
white subdorsal stripe and a very fine white sublateral line edged 
above with olive green. Venter, legs and prolegs pale green. 
Spiracles white. 

Pupa supported by a girdle and tail pad of white silk spun on 
a blade of grass folded slightly by cross threads. Colour grass 
green, a darker dorsal line on the abdominal somites, bordered 
with white, a white subdorsal and a very fine white sublateral line. 
Shape slender, the head produced frontally into a sharp point, thor* 
ax very slightly keeled, body and wing cases unangled. 

F ood-plant—Grasses. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District) 5-V-44, pupated 9-V-44 and a male emerged 25-V-44. 

Notocrypta feisthamelii Bsd., alysos Moore.- 

Head longish, the sides straight, the upper edge slightly cleft. 
Black with a greenish yellow stripe on each lobe extending from 
just below the vertex to the sides of the jaws, the clypeus with a 
greenish yellow bar. Body greyish green minutely speckled with 
dark green. A white spiracular line. Spiracles white. Venter, 
legs and prolegs greyish, ist somite constricted forming a neck. 
Anal flap broad and flat, and fringed with short white hairs. "Lives 
in a silk-lined leaf cell. 

Pupa in a leaf cell, well covered with a waxy powder, and siJi>- 
ported by a girdle and tail pad of white silk. Pale watery blue- 
green with traces of a darker dorsal line on the abdominal somites 
and a white spiracular line. Shape unangled, the body long, h^d 
produced frontally into a point. Proboscis sheath very long and 
reaching to beyond the end erf the abdomen. 

Food-plant —Zinziheraceae sp. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District) i2-v-44, pupated 21-V-44 and a male emerged 
5-vi-44- 


Pamphieinab. . 

Baoris eltola Hew. 

Pupa in a slightly folded leaf, lined with white silk, and sup¬ 
ported by a girdle and tail pad. Colour pale watery green, a 
double white doraal line thiorait and abdomen, and a subdorsal 
the abdomen onfy*. A fine white spiracular line. , Shape 
Idngi- unaagl^, head tihneate .and pivduc^ centrally into a long 
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]>e»iK:tibed from a pupa found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Darjeeling' 
Distinct) aa-v«44, frpm i^ich a male emerged 28*vr44. 

HETEROCBRA. 

ZVGAJBKlDAa* 

Etdrusia puUhella Roll., pulchella, 

Jorc^n, Seitz Indd-Au&tr. Botnhyces, ix, 32. 1908. 

. Head , brown, retractile. ist somite olive brown, retractile. 
Body olive brown tinged with golden with a black dorsal and sub¬ 
lateral line, and to iith somites with a subdorsal series of small 
tubercles, a lateral series with the tubercles on the and and 3rd 
somites double, the tubercles of both these series olive brown, 
and a sublateral series of orange yellow tubercles, those on the and 
and 3rd somites smaller. 12th somite with, a transverse series 
of four olive brown tubercles. All the tubercles bearing one or 
two short colourless hairs. Venter, legs and prolegs orange pink. 

Cocoon of papery white silk spun in a fold of a leaf. Pupa 
brownish yellow. 

Food-plant —Melastoma normale Don., Rtthus sp. In captivity 
ate Lagerstroemia indica L. Jordan gives Rose, Tea, Polygonum. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District) io-vi-44, spun i3-vi-44 and a male emerged 
5 -vii- 44 - 

Jordan’s description in Seitz reads:—‘Larva yellowish brown, 
with black longitudinal lines on the back and sides.’ 

Arctiidae. 


Diacrisia casigneta Koll. 

Head black. Body black, a white lateral dot between the 3rd 
and 4th somites and a dotted white lateral line from the 5th somite 
backwards. Clothed w'ith tufts of long black hair, except on the 
5th and 6th somites where the hairs are rufous, with a few long¬ 
er white hairs intermixed on the anterior and posterior somites. 
Spiracles white. L^s honey colour. Venter and prolegs black, 
the latter with honey coloured feet. 

Cocoon of dark brown silk mixed with larval hair. Pupa bright 
reddish chestnut. Cremaster two bunches of brown spines. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District) 28-V-44, spun 3-vi-44 and a male emexg^ed 2i-vi-44. 

LyWantriidae, ■' . , 

Da^iekifu 'Moore. ’ . 

Btif., Jflh HeU\ vli, 124, pL cxxxviii, fig. 

Gardner, Indim Forest Ri^or^/iWy 19;^. ‘ 1938. ‘ 

He^ bright yellpw. TMy ,slightly .tinged with grey¬ 
ish,; with a lar^fe ;j^tch» aJ^Pst eiccuto when finlly 

expos^, ^between the 4th and sib somites dorsally. 1st somite 
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With a aUbdorsal tid£»eiidi^ tufted with long qaaai^ yellow hair« A 
eubdorsal}. lates^l and sublateral series of yd&ow warts cm somite^ 
2 to II, and to 3rd and 8th to iith somites wiA paired dorsal 
warts in addition. 12th .somite with a transverse series of four 
warts with a fringe of long yellow hair. 4th to ytb somites each 
with a triangular dorsal brush of ydlow hair, iith somite with 
a loi^ dorsal pencil of canary yellow hair. Venter yellow with 
a blackish lateral stripe. Legs pinkish banded with yellow* Pro* 
legs yellow, the fefet purple. DorsaL glands greyish. Some ex¬ 
amples have the undertint more greenish than greyish* Others 
have a greyish dorsal and subdorsal line on the thoradc somites 
and a broad grey dorsal stripe from 6th to loth somites, and with 
a few black hairs mixed with the yellow ones. 

Immature larvae lack the dorsal brush on the 6th and 7th somi¬ 
tes. 

Cocoon large, of loosely-woven yellow silk mixed with larval 
hair. Pupa dark olive brown. Head, thorax and the lateral area 
of the first four abdominal somites clothed with rufous hair, the 
rest of the abdomen, except vent rally, clothed with long silky 
whitish hair. 2nd to 4th abdominal somites each with a large, 
raised, yellow-brown, dorsal scar. Spiracles with a noticeable pale 
brown ring. 

Food-plant —Rtthus sp., Quercus sp., Apple, Acacia dealbata, 
Butler gives rose and willow, and Gardner Shorea robtista, Lager- 
stroemia flos-reginae, Tectona grandis and Psidium guava. It is 
presumably a fairly general tree and shrub feeder. 

Described from a full grown larva found at Twkdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 25-V-44, spun 2-vi-44 and a female emerged 
i6-vi-44. » 


Euproctis inconcisa Wlk. 

Head very dark olive brown, almost black. Body black, the 
intersegmental areas frosted with white, ist somite with a white 
dorsal line, and a lateral line composed of white dots on the 7th t6 
lotfa somites. 3rd to 7th somites thickly clothed on the dorsum 
with erec:t, grey, fluffy hair. 4th somite with a velvety black, 
double, dorsal hump. 8th to iith somites with subdorsal tufts of 
dark brown urticating spicules, xst somite with a subdorsal black 
tubercle bearing a few dark hairs. A lateral series of brown warts 
bearti:^ golden brown tufts of short hair. Dorsal glands purple. 
Venter black streaked transversely, with grey. Legs brown. Pro¬ 
legs Uack. 

Pupa in a cocoon of brown silk mixed with larval hair. Pale 
yellow brown yith t^ac^ irf a Uackish dorsal and subdorsat line. 
A few colourless hairs. Spiracles black* 

Food-plant— Mda^st(mui noimale Don* . . ,, 

Described from a fiifi.fed laiva jEouiid at* Tnkdah (s,qoo li. Dar- 
jewing District)f 1^-44, ffitmlft emerged 4-V1-44* 
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Mtpfociis divisa Wlk. 

Head bn>Wn'y shhsiag* Body black, the thoracic somitea ivith 
subdorsal red streaks and with an Interrupted pinkish subdorsal 
line on the 6th to nth somite, ist somite with a subdorsal tubercle 
bearing a long pencil of white-tipped black hair and a brown dou¬ 
ble dorsal wart with a few short brown hairs. 2nd and 3rd somites 
with a small subdorsal, a small lateral and a larger sublateral brown 
wart with a few short brown hairs. 4th somite with a large double 
dorsal, a lateral and a sublateral brown wait with short 'brown 
hairs. 5th to 7th somites each with a subdorsal, lateral and sub- 
lateral brown wart with brown hairs, dth to nth somites with 
similar warts but greyish brown in colour. 12th somite with a 
transverse series of four brown warts. Dorsal glands red. Venter 
black with a lateral stripe of pinkish streaks. Legs and prolegs 
pinkish. 

Pupa in a cocoon of brown silk mixed with larval hair. Olive 
brown, the head, thorax and wing cases olive. Spiracles black. 
Clothed sparsely with short rufous pubescence. 

Food-plant—Rose, Apple, Engelhardtia acerifoUa Bl. 

Described from a full grown larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 24-V-44, spun 2-\i“44 and a female emerged 
i6-vi-44. 

Euproctis digramma Guer. 

Head black. Body black, a white dorsal line on the ist somite 
becoming subdorsal thereafter, and a white sublateral line, xst 
somite with a subdorsal tubercle bearing a few greyish hairs and 
a dorsal fringe. 2nd and 3rd somites with a double dorsal, a Sub¬ 
dorsal, a lateral and a sublateral wart with a few greyish hairs. 4th 
and 5th somites with a double dorsal hump clothed with dark brown 
pubescence, and a lateral and sublaleral wart with a few grey hairs. 
6th and 7th somites similar but the dorsal humps not so prominent 
and clothed with longer brownish hair. 8th to iith somites with 
paired dorsal and lateral patches of urticating black spicules ringed 
with rust-colour, and with sublateral w^arts bearing greyish hair. 
12th somite with four transverse warts with grey hair. Dorsal 
glands white. Venter, legs and prolegs black. 

Cocoon of brown silk mixed with larval hair. Pupa pale yellow 
brown, the dorsum rather darker, with the thorax, wing and ant¬ 
enna cases very dark olive. The intersegmental areas blackish. 
Clothed sparsely with longish, colourless hairs. 

Food-plant —Melastoma normale Don. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District) 26-V-44, spun 30-V-44 and a male emerged i8-vi-44. 

EuprocUs ftavinata Wlk. 

Head orange* Body black, a rust-red dorsal, subdorsal and 
latmil stripe, the intersegmental areas transversely streaked with 
led. 1st somite with a subdorsal tubercle with a few blade 
hktrs. and and 3rd somites wkh paired dorsal warts wiA a few 
white hairs. 4th to 6M1 somites with dorsal brushes of short grey 
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hain 7A to sami|^5 with a double dorsal and a aid^orsif' 

bro^ wart with very short dark brown hair* sith 

simikr Iput dorsal warts larger and closer txjp^tber. rath 
somm a transverse series of four warts biwiri^ stort dark 
bro^ hair. A lateral series of red warts bearing a few white 
hairs. Porsal glands brown. Venter black transversely streaked 
with yejOiowish. Legs and prolegs black. 

Cocpon of brown silk mixed with larval hair. Pupa orange 
brown, the venter paler. Wing cases pale olive. Spiracles black. 
Except for the wing cases clothed with fine colourless hair. 

Pood-plant— MeU^stoma nortnale Don. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (s,ooo ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District) 27-V-44, spun 28-V-44 and a female emerged i6-vi-44. 

Lasiocampidae. 

Paralebeda plagifera Wlk. 

Head pale brown, minutely streaked with darker. Body pale 
brown minutely streaked and speckled with darker, the thoracic 
somites with traces of a paler dorsal and subdorsal stripe, the 
abdominal each with a shield-shaped dorsal mark filled in with red 
brown streaks and minute blue spots. 2nd and 3rd somites each 
with a transverse black dorsal fold filled with purple brown bristles, 
xith somite darker dorsally, humped, th^ hump clothed with erect 
black bristles. Each somite with a large sublateral tubercle bear¬ 
ing a fan-shaped tuft composed of long, pale brown, simple hairs 
interspersed with a few shorter spatulate hairs, the tubercles on 
the thoracic somites, of which the first is double, with a dark blue 
spot on the anterior face. A few short black bristles dorsally. 
Anal claspers clothed with longish black hair. Venter black, the 
lateral area pinkish minutely streaked with black. Legs pinkish 
banded with white. Prolegs purple-brown with a double pale line. 
The younger larvae are more brightly coloured. 

Pupa in a cocoon of yellowish silk, spun among leaves and 
studded with larval hairs point outwards. Colour dark mahogany, 
abdomen, head and thorax clothed with short, pale brown pubes¬ 
cence. The intersegmental areas paler in colour and naked. Apex 
of abdomen blunt. 

Food-plant —Maesa chisia Don. 

Described from a full grown larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 4-V-44, spun 9-V-44 and a male emerged 31-V-44, 

Arguda hheroba Moore. 

Head blue-black with a white inverted Y<*shaped mark, hairy, 
tst somite black with a double dorsal, a subdorsal and a lateral 
iongitudinal orange streak. A thin lateral pencil of long white 
hair, and and 3rd somites with the dorsum clothed with short 
rufous, silky hair, n, thin erect subdorsal pencil of white hair on 
eacii somite, md the skin betweep dorsally l^r^t orange the 
lateral area Isleckisii with a white >.l^ter^ and orange sublateral 
ime\. 4II1 somite lumfcwards wi& the dorsum slate-grey: and 
lateral area blackish, a dull blade dorsal stripe and sub^rsal line 
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cpitipoaed of reddish and white streaks, the area between the dor¬ 
sal stripe and sabdorsal line miautely streaked with white* An 
orange sublateral line, the lateral area with an erect white streak 
on ea<^ of the abdominal somites. The posterior portion of the 
7th and anterior of the 8th somite with a blackish dorsal patch 
edged behind with pink subdorsally. nth somite with an orange 
brown dorsal hump clothed with fine black hair and with a thin 
pencil of long white hair arising subdorsally. 4th to loth somites 
each with a few white subdorsal hairs. 12th somite with a trans¬ 
verse orange dorsal band. Venter black, minutely streaked with 
whitish, and with a white lateral stripe. Legs brown. Prolegs 
blackish brown with a double pale line externally. Anal flap and 
claspers coal black. 

Cocoon of whitish silk impregnated with a yellowish powder 
and with the larval hairs protruding. Pupa olive brown, the wing 
cases, head and thorax almost black. Thorax slightly pubescent. 
Spiracles raised. A deep subdorsal pit between the thorax and 
abdomen. The apex of the abdomen blunt. 

Food-plant— Rubus sp., Melastoma sp. 

l>escribed from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District) 6-V-44, spun 30-V-44 and a female emerged 2o-vi-44. 

Trabala vishnu Lef. 

Sevastopulo, Joum, Bomb, Nat, Hist, Soc,, xli, 314. 1939. 

Gardner, Indian Forest Records, vi, 305. 1941. 

Larvae collected at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Darjeeling District) in 
May 1944 were much darker than Calcutta larvae with a distinct 
smoky tint. 

The cocoons were of dark coffee-brown* silk instead of the } el- 
low silk of Calcutta cocoons. 

Cosmotriche pyriformis Moore. 

Hamps., Fau^ui Brit, Ind,, Moths, i, 427. 1892. 

Ovum keg shaped, the ends rounded. Very pale blue grey, a 
darker spot surrounded by a white ring on either side. Micropyle 
a dark speck. Laid in twos and threes on blades of grass. 

Head pale brown striped longitudinally with darker, clothed 
with longish hair. Ground colour of body dark slate blue, a dark 
brown dorsal line edged with paler, a pale brown subdorsal stripe 
speckled with darker brown and a lateral series of oblique pale 
brown stripes speckled with darker brown. 1st somite with two 
subdorsal tufts of pale brown hair directed forwards and two pen¬ 
cils of longer hair arising from a lateral and a sublateral tubercle. 
2nd somite with a dorsal tuft of black hair posteriorly and 3rd with 
an orange brown dorsal tuft anteriorly, nth somite with a dor¬ 
sal pencil of black hair. 4th to loth somites with very short sub¬ 
dorsal tufts black hair. A sublateral fringe of tufts of short, 
buff, woo%;liair, the 5th somite with the tufts longer and white, 
the base of the prolegs clothed <».wth longer pale brown hair. Sf^* 
acles whitish Venter »black with a lateral stripe of yellowish frtp- 
hlcSf l^sgs pinkish; Piolegs. brown with a paler median stripe. 
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Pupa in a long spindh^shseped cocoon of brownith ydlow aitk« 
spun atong a grass stem, and with the larval hairs fH^dtfuiling’. 
fHipa dark mahogany, the intersegmental areas paler, sn^th* Anal 
end rounded. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) i-v-44, spun, 3-V-44 and a male emerged 
a3-v-44. 

Hampson’s description reads as follows:—‘Dorsum black; 
lateral area brown; a scarlet lateral line and strigae, grey and 
black subdorsal tufts on and-iith somites; dorsal red-brown tufts 
on I St somite and lateral tufts on each somite.’ 

Bombycidae. 

Mustilia falcipennis Wlk. 

Head dark brown with short, sparse, colourless pubescence. 
Body dark brown minutely speckled with yellow dots ea^ of which 
gives rise to a short colourless bristle. The ist to 5th somites 
darker than the rest of the body and with a dark dorsal stripe 
extending from 6th to 8th somite, this stripe the full width of the 
dorsum on the anterior edge of the 6th somite but narrowing con¬ 
siderably to the posterior edge, on the 7th somite of equal width 
throughout and then tapering to a point in the centre of the 8th 
somite. Thoracic somites with a blackish dorsal line. An ex¬ 
tensile sublateral flap of skin on the 3rd, 4th and anterior part 
of the sth somite, below which on the forepart of the 3rd somite 
is a small, black-ringed, orange, inflatable organ. loth somite 
slightly humped dorsally. nth somite with a long, doWn-turned, 
fleshy horn. Venter rather paler brown with a median black line 
as far as the 6th somite. Legs and prolegs dark brown. When 
the larva is disturbed, the head and first two somites are retracted, 
the flap of skin on the 3rd and 4th somites is extended, the organ 
on the 3rd somite is everted looking like a protuberant eye, and 
the tail is lashed from side to side. 

Cocoon of tough brown silk, small, and spun among leaves. 
Pupa purple-brown, the wing cases and intersegmental area slightly 
paler. 4th to 7th abdominal somites each with a transverse black¬ 
ish stripe from just above the spiracle to the ventral area. Cuticle 
punctate* Thorax with a slight dorsal ridge. Cremaster a spread¬ 
ing bunch of short hooked spines. 

FoOd-^plant —Symplocos sp. 

Described from a full grown larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) J21-V-44, spun 4-vi-44 and a male emerged 
a-vii-44. 

Andraca bipwictata Wlk. 

(NJB.--fThe larva described under this name in Part 3 of this 
pap^, 1939, /aum. Bomb. NaU Hist. Soc.^ xli, 76, bdongs to the 
Bottibyctd species PrismasUcta fmestratn Btlr.) < 

Head duQ black, small and slightly hairy. Body with the 
thoracic somites tapered. Pubescent^ Grpund colour blmdt, mark- 
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ed j^ith brcmntsh mtersegmentally^ A double dorsal^ a subdorsal, 
lateral and sublateral white line, the dorsal lines joined on the 
xst and 2nd somites and the joined portion orange brown in colour. 
A subiateral orange brown blotch on each somite anteriorly. Vent¬ 
er black with a white median and yellowish lateral line. Legs 
yellowish. Prologs black with an external white line. The larva 
is much more like a Notodemtid than a Bombycid. 

The larvae are gregarious and suffer severely from the attacks 
of parasites. The resting attitude is contorted, the larva gripping 
the support with the last three pairs of prolegs only, and holding 
the anterior and posterior portions of the body erect, the head and 
first two somites usually curved right back. 

Pupa in a thin cocoon of brown silk spun among leaves. Colon/ 
dark purple brown, the wing cases slightly paler. ^ Cuticle miniuely 
wrinkled and punctate. Last somite blunt and clothed with short 
golden brown pubescence. 

Food-plant-^yfn/)Zocos sp. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Dar¬ 
jeeling District) 3-V-44, pupated 8-V-44 and a female emerged 

3-V1-44. 

(To be continued.) 


SOME REMINISCENCES OF SPORT IN ASSAM. 

BY 

H. G. H. M. 

(Continued from page 118 of this Volume.) 

Part V. 

Rewak, in the centre of the Hills, is a delightful spot. The 
first time I went there two rogue elephants had been proscribed; 
one was a tusker the other a makna. We tracked them into very 
heavy, dense jungle where it would have been folly to attack them, 
especially as the evening was closing in apace. I gave up the 
idea, and having unloaded my rifle handed it to a Garo who took it 
up to the village where the pec^le were drinking rice beer. My 
servants got in with this crowd and I and a Turwa orderly walk¬ 
ed on. We were nearing a very large tree when the orderly said, 
‘I can see the rogue elephant!’ and immediately bolted. Going 
up to the tree I searched with my eyes in every direction but 
could not make out the animal when, as I was peering round the 
trunk, a heavy blo^ struck me on the shoulder. I thought this 
was from the trunk of the elephant and got a terrific shock ! It 
was the head Garo of the village who had felt uileasy about me 
and flowed after. ‘Come*, he said, ‘oome at once, for one of 
the rogues is above us and the other below.’ He took me back 
to the village by a path and then said, ‘It is too laie^and too dan¬ 
gerous to attempt to return to the bungalow to-night, so you must 

5 
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sleep at the village.’ I lit a pipe and let them drink on, and then 
told them that I must return as my wife would be very alarmed 
if I did not do so. After some more potations they were persuade 
ed to accompany me and procur^ a number of blazing torches* 
We were passing a clearing a little further on than the aforesaid 
large tree when there was a shout of, ‘Here comes the rogue’ 
and they quickfy formed a ring and set fire to the jungle, hold¬ 
ing their torches on high. One elephant came tight up to the 
edge of the jungle and was clearly seen. It was the tusker, and 
I should have fired at it, for had the shot not killed it it would 
have frightened it away. However, it remained close by. There 
were now many Garos and they formed a double ring round me. 
The outer ring went on their knees, holding their spears at an 
angle, and the inner ring stood with spears held high. They ad¬ 
vanced in this formation, burning jungle going ahead, until we 
reached some boats on the river bank. Into these we all got, 
torches still burning, and soon gained the centre of the river 
from where we saw the two elephants following us along the 
bank. Fortunately they did not cross the river, so we landed on 
the other side and went up hill to the bungalow as fast as it 
could be done. The Garos stayed all night near the bungalow 
and by m'brning the elephants had gone; there was no trace of 
them. So ended a very exciting experience. 

Six Tigers in one Hour. 

Mention has been made of six tigers killed in one hour, and it 
will be conceded that was good hunting. It was when G’s camp 
was not far from the Grass Reserve at the foot of the Bhutan 
Hills. Some tigers had already been bagged, but on that mem¬ 
orable day it was decided to try for buffalo. The difficulty was 
to get a shot at the desired animal, which had been seen to have out¬ 
standing horns, before it could escape into the sanctuary of the 
Grass Reserve. After we had failed to get a shot, the Rajah said 
he would take some beating elephants and try to drive the animal 
towards us, and placed us so ^at we could command a clearing 
in the jungle. ‘Now that you four sportsmen command this 
clearing you may perhaps secure this buffalo having an except¬ 
ional head* said G as he moved off towards the edge of the 
Grass Reserve. We four, the two Ms, the Raj Kumar and I 
were so placed that we could see any animal coming into the 
clearing without it seeing us, high up as we were on our ele¬ 
phants and looking over the tall grass. Suddenly a tiger ran 
adross the clearing, taking us all by suiprise so that not one of 
us fired. No buffaloes had been moving and we were not watch¬ 
ing the clearing as we should have been. When G came up he 
scolded us, are a nice lot of shikaris; muddled the buffalo 

shoots and now the four of you allowed a tiger to go past with¬ 
out firing at it. Disgraceful.’ ^Now*, said tlte Kumar Sabeb, *we 
must go and get the tiger or father will be very angry indeed.’ 
So off we went with bating elephants, ringed the m they 
do an Nepal,' and drove it towards G. It was a big tigress and 
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be killed it. We then apologised to him for our disgraceful be¬ 
haviour as shikaris, and got him to again take an interest in the 
shoot. He went on ahead and we four were talking, our elephants 
close tp one another, when we saw three tame buffaloes pass into 
some jungle. This patch of heavy jungle was narrow and the 
buffaloes had only just gone into it when one of them was killed 
by a tiger. This was in broad daylight, midday, and some 
villagers on their house tops called out to tell us of the kill having 
been made. In such manner do the inhabitants of some parts of 
Assam live close to savage wild life. 

Some beating elephants were at once put in. Where I was 
stationed the Rajah was just behind me. Suddenly someone called 
out that the tiger was in the open, behind other guns who were ad¬ 
vancing. Two of them swung round and fired, and the tiger 
dropped dead. Both were using 12 gauge Paradox guns, and 
that evening had to toss for the claim. It was M who won the 
trophy. This was a heavy 10 ft. tiger. G always emphasized 
this point, ‘Never be certain what a tiger will do.* 

The tiger having been padded we pushed on to where there 
were said to be four more tigers. The beating elephants went 
into position, the Raj Kumar with them. I was placed by G 
where I would be certain to get a shot, and warned by him that 
I would be charged. Soon the beating elephants signed there 
were four tigers in the beat. Three came along into the light 
jungle and were seen by the guns on the right but not fired at. 
They wanted to see the fun when I would be spotted by the tigers. 
They had their ‘tamasha*, for two of the animals barged me. 
I turned the leading one head over heels with a bullet from my 
.475 rifle, but the'other one pulled up and rejoined the third animal. 
One of these was killed by G, and the other by M. The Raj 
Kumar shot the fourth as it was trying to get out of the beat. 
The Rajah was now very pleased with the bag—six tigers within 
one short hour, and said we were all very fine shikaris. On arrive} 
at camp we chaired G and carried him round to the accompaniment 
of ‘He*s a Jolly Good Fellow*. That red-letter day was the 
Rajah*s birthday anniversary, and no more suitable present could 
have been given to him than six tigers all shot in a space of one 
hour. 


TiGRfiss AND Cubs. 

One day when roaming about in the jungles I came across two 
tiger cubs, and as Soon as the elephants got c?lose to them they 
began to growl. They were in some cane jungle near a village. 
In Assam a tigress frequently has her cubs near a human habit¬ 
ation, and you will find female tigers near to a village even 
though there are no cubs. It is well known that the male tiger 
may kill, and even eat, the cubs on occasion, and that perhaps is 
why the tigress has her cubs near a village and keeps them there. 
We along, and shortly a mahout^ signalled there was a 

in front oSp me; this moving in a circle. It was the 
to guide the elqihants away from where the cubs 
' '^ere was a sea of grass and she could have gone right 
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away; but although she kept on giving the idea that was her in^ 
tention, she would before long circle round in the direction of the 
cane brake. The elephants were trampling the jungle down> as they 
circled around following the tigress’s movements, and I knew that 
she would eventually appear in one of the lanes so made. Sud¬ 
denly she presented me a view of her broad back just to the right 
of my elephant, a mark I could not have missed, but unfortu¬ 
nately, though the striker indented the cap, the cartridge did not 
go off. Opening the rifle I extracted the cartridge, thinking the 
fault lay with it, put it in my pocket without examining it, and 
placed another in the breech. After a time I again saw the 
tigress’s back, again presented the 280 rifle and pulled the trigger 
with the same result as before. I now realized the striker must be 
at fault, and when I eventually got another chance and fired the 
left barrel there was a rush away and I was sure she was killed. 
Darkness was fast approaching so I thought it best to make for 
camp. In the morning the tigress was recovered and the cubs 
were caught. 


Shoot at Kochugaon. 

In April 1924 Mr. H.P.S., who was Forest Officer at Goal- 
para, invited my wife and me to a tiger shoot at Kochugaon. Sever¬ 
al things happened at that shoot which are interesting. 

I was asked to bring along solid bullet ammunition as the 
Assam Government had ordered a male elephant named Urthum- 
persad to be destroyed. He was a fine tusker but an unreliable 
animal, and had killed many attendants, mahouts as well as grass- 
cutters. I knew him well, and as a shikar elephant he was dan¬ 
gerous so could not be used for howdah work. I remembered 
that he had screeched and bolted when men were trying to put a 
shot jungle fowl on his back. He was a timid and a terrible coward. 
On our way we picked up the Rajah of G who had been also asked 
to the shoot and to assist by taking charge of the arrangements and 
giving use of his elephants to supplement the animals of the 
P'orest Department. 

While we were at tea at Kochugaon G, who did not drink tea, 
sat quietly listening and then declared, ‘It would be a shame to 
shoot the animal, for perhaps with care he could be trained to 
become useful, as a beater if nothing else. The mahout is pro¬ 
bably to blame.’ C, who had just arrived from England and 
taken charge of the District as Forest Officer from S remarked 
to G, ‘You could never train that animal, nearly all the forest 
officers in the Province have at some time had the elephant in their 
charge and it has invariably been the opinion that he should be 
destroyed.’ G said, T would like to try and reform him, for 
mahouts are often to blame—^they are themselves frightened and 
make the elephant useless. If you will sell him to me I will give 
you the price of his tusks.’ C agreed, and Urthumpersad was 
taken to G’s elephant lines. Two years afterwards I saw the 
elephant at a shoot and used for howdah work. He was per¬ 
fectly steady even when he knew there was a tiger in front of 
him, and tigers were shot from his back. What G could not 
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drive out of him was his uncertain temper, for I know he killed 
grass-cutters while with him, and he eventually had to shoot him 
as hopeless in that respect, the culminating incident being that he 
was loaned to the Forest Department, along with other animals, 
and while there, as seen by B, another forest officer, seized an 
attendant with his trunk, carried the unfortunate man across a 
stream and killed him. 

One day we went to a far away grass jungle and beat a large 
piece of it with all the elephants in line. In places the grass was 
so high that even howdah elephants on either side could not be 
seen. I was on the extreme right on Mylo, an elephant which 
later on proved^ to be one of G's best howdah animals. On this 
occasion he killed a small hog deer with his trunk as the animal 
ran across him. Mylo is a small ‘mukna’ and I have many times 
seen him stand the charge of a tiger. Suddenly the Rajah beck¬ 
oned to me to come to him, and in a fairly large clearing I saw 
a small beating elephant being chased round and round by a fe¬ 
male rhinoceros with its half grown young one following after. 
It was a fine and unusual sight. After chasing around some of the 
other elephants she went off with her young one. This affair had 
caused a great dispersal of the beating elephants and most of the 
Forest Department animals were missing, including the mounts of 
C and S which completely disappeared. G said that it was because 
the Forest mahouts feared the rhino and so got their animals out 
of the arena as quickly as possible. 

On a Saturday morning a kill was reported a long way off so 
an early start was made. On arrival at the ground G inspected 
the kill and turning to me said, *Now, Sir, where is the tiger?* 
Thanks to his tuition I was at that time fairly learned in the habit 
of tigers, so I pointed to the ‘nakul’ jungle. Nakul is a broad 
leafed plant growing very thickly and in it a tiger finds plenty of 
shade during the hot hours of the day. *Yes, and you are to 
drive him out and not shoot unless he attacks you.’ He then pro¬ 
ceeded to arrange the beat and place the guns. C was placed on 
the ground below and when the beat commenced I pushed on to 
a thick part of the nakul jungle. When I arrived the tiger show¬ 
ed his very plain displeasure and growled continually, but never 
showed himself. Mylo, perhaps wisely, refused to walk on top 
of the tiger although urged by the mahout. I was in a difficult 
position for had the tiger attacked I could not have stopped him. 
Had he made a move to do so I would have fired off both barrels 
to try and save the elephant from a mauling, for if hit or not the 
noise can have the effect of halting a charge. Some beating ele¬ 
phants came up, and shouting together the mahouts forced the 
tiger on, and he broke cover towards C, Soon I heard a shot and 
then saw C’s elephant bolting out of the fray. G came up and 
asked why C had not shot the tiger, and where is he? ‘There’ 
said the mahouts, ‘there he goes. Wo jata hai..,.Wo goia!’ and 
his elephant was not stopped for a long distance. C later ex¬ 
plained that he was helpless as his elephant danced a polka as 
^bon she discovered the tiger coming. 
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Next day, Sunday, early report arrived that the tiger was back 
in the same place. It being Sunday I said I would not go out 
and of course was ragged, and told I had a slave mentality and 
so on. However, the others went off after breakfast. G located 
the ^ tiger and arranged the beat, again putting C in the best 
position. He told C that the tiger would come along on the top 
of the'nala bank and not along the nala bed, but C, being of 
opinion that a tiger always comes along that way considered that 
he knew better than G so took up position in the bed of the nala. 
The tiger, of course, came along the lop as predicted by G and C 
was too late to get his elephant up the rise to meet him; worse, 
he disturbed a nest of hornets which attacked the elephant and its 
riders. The elephant, maddened with stings, ran all over the 
country and did not get to camp until after dark. C had two 
stings high up on the neck near the spine and could scarcely 
stand. I assisted him to a chair, gave him a stiff peg of whisky, 
and went off to the dispensary to obtain medicines and a hypo¬ 
dermic syringe. Mrs. C, not knowing I had given him a stiff 

peg gave him another and put him to bed. He was soon asleep! 

During the maddened elephant’s rampagings in the jungle C lost 
his spectacles, camera, thermos flask, none of which were ever 
recovered. After this experience he said he would not again joke 
about Sunday shooting, and would not shoot on Sundays. This 
is another instance of how tiger shooting off elephants can be 
dangerous. 

Bees and hornets may be disturbed during a beat, or at any 
time, even when going to or returning from the jungle, so one 
must not forget always to have a blanket with one when on an 
elephant. The placing of the blanket over the elephant’s eyes 

may also have the effect of stopping the running away of a 

‘rnusth’ elephant. 

On Monday morning news was received of a number of tigers 
giving trouble a long way off. When we got to the place, we, S 
and I, C had not come out as he felt helpless without his glasses, 
thought the place looked very unlikely and we were disappointed. G 
was cheerful and said he had bagged tigers in more unlikely 
places. There was a small stream and the grass jungle about it 
was not extensive, neither was it dense, moreover there were fields 
all-round and people working in them all day. 

G placed himself on the bank of the stream with S on the 
other side and I on his right. The beat had barely advanced 
300 yards when it was signalled there were three tigers, and G 
passed word to us to be prepared for a charge as we were barring 
the way to the thick jungles the animals had come from. Soon 
the Rajah told us to move towards the beating elephants. A tiger 
charged G, and staunch as was Rung-Bahadur he jinked, so caus¬ 
ing G to miss it in the air as he came; the explosion baulked 
the tiger so he failed to get on the elephant. Again G was charged 
by the same or another animal, but this time he killed it in the 
air and I saw it fall in a heap. We had scarcely advanced a 
hundred yards when I was charged by a tiger which came at me 
over an open field. I had a fine vi^w of it, and when I fired it 



SOME REMINISCENCES OF SPORT IN ASSAM 27s 

sat up like a great cat and sort of stretched itself. I fired again 
and it jumped sideways into some cover. When we looked we 
found it dead. G now stopped the beat until S could get across 
the stream to our side and have his chance. Presently we saw 
S put his rifle to his shoulder and two tigers sprang across the 
opening he was guarding. He wounded one which went across 
the stream. It lay down in full view and he fired shot after shot 
at it with his 500 black powder rifle. We could see the bullets 
hit and cause wounds, but these were only surface wounds. We 
crossed the stream and finished it. 

We thought the fourth tiger had gone right away and S and I 
had got down from our howdahs, G also, when a mahout report¬ 
ed he had seen the tiger not far away. G hastily mounted, and 
before the tiger could reach the dense cover he shot it. It was 
barely an hour since we commenced to beat this unpromising 
place and we had killed four tigers ! Two were males and two 
females. Back at camp C cursed his luck and was fully convinced 
of the wrongness of Sunday shikar. 

The cartridges of the .500 black powder rifle S was using 
were loaded with the light .340 grain bullet having a long hollow 
and small base; the .440 grain heavy based bullet is the proper 
one to use with that rifle. 

Next morning a tiger was reported within half a mile of the 
camp and G sent word asking us to turn out. C could not go 
without glasses and S was too tired. I went with G and got on 

to Mylo, and we look our positions. I knew G had directed the 

tiger should be driven to me but made up my mind to let it pass 
oq to him. It came from in front of the beating line into some 
scrub jungle and was passing along towards G when a beating ele¬ 
phant came out and turned it back; 1 could not see where it was 
when it suddenly stood up on its hind legs before Mylo. As it 
went down again I threw up my rifle (.280) without taking aim 
and by a mere fluke hit it in the side of the head. The skull was 
broken into several pieces and the animal was instantly killed. The 
distance was close, about 15 yards. The mahouts saw the tiger 
go over and cheered; and an Indian Forest Ranger remarked, 

‘That is the man to go out with for he can kill a fighting 

tiger with one shot.’ I told the Rajah that the tiger was not fight¬ 
ing and was killed by mere chance. He put his finger to his lips, 
‘Hush*, he said, ‘you must never own to a fluke to the mahouts. 
You have greatly enhanced your reputation with them so any of 
them will be prepared to keep his elephant still, depending entirely 
on your shooting. A person who has missed several times, though 
he be a first class shot, will not be trusted by the mahouts and 
he can talk and tell them what he likes, they will pretend to agree, 
but will hold to their own opinion saying among themselves that 
the man who has fired three shots and not hit once can’t be any 
good; and whenever possible they will make the elephant bolt be¬ 
fore the tiger gets near, or will make some excuse to get the ele¬ 
phant out of the way and into some position where no tiger is 
likely to come. They well know the habits of a tiger and will be 
able to arrange that yoti do not get a shot, 
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How A Tiger Charges. 

Viewed from an elephant a tiger’s charge is nothing like what 
it is popularly thought to be, a roaring and ooming at you with 
leaps and bounds. It is absolutely silent except for the first warn¬ 
ing grunt as it breaks cover, and it comes along very fast with 
its belly almost touching the ground, no bounds. When within 
springing distance, about 15 to 20 feet from the elephant, it springs 
to land on his trunk. I have seen the charge time, and time again, 
it is always the same. What the charge against the man on foot 
is like I do not know for I have not seen such a performance, 
but I think it must be similar. 

A tiger’s back as viewed from an elephant is fairly broad, and 
if the bead is placed in front of the on-coming beast, and moved 
towards it, and the trigger pulled as soon as the bead touches the 
centre of what is really the head, the bullet will probably get the 
chest through the back. A charging tiger, seen from an elephant’s 
back, may be described as having the shape of a gigantic tadpole. 

Wildfowl and Wild People in Manipur. 

Manipur is famous for its duck shooting. The jheel is seven 
miles long and affords fine sport. The shooting is conducted quite 
differently to shoots on jheels in other parts of India. In Manipur 
platforms of wood and bamboo are erected in various parts of the 
expanse of -water, and in the grass. They are quite hidden as they 
are maintained all the year round, and the grass grows all round 
them thus entirely hiding them, and as the birds have been all 
about and around these machans in the water without being scared, 
when a shoot is in actual progress easy shots are obtained, at any 
rate, at first. When the sportsmen have taken up their p>ositions 
a number of boats, with a gam in each, go around the jheel putting 
up the birds and then the fun begins. Round each platform is 
usually some clear water so that birds shot can be easily retrieved. 
After a time boats come round and pick up the dead birds. While 
this is being done the birds settle down again, and after they have 
rested a while the whole proceeding is re-enacted. 

Enormous bags have been made in this way. I think Colonel 
G. of an Assam Battalion stationed at Imphal held the record of 
300 to his own gun; and he once shot 90 geese in one day. On 
the last time I did a shoot at Manipur I was stationed at Kohima 
and we used often to go into Imphal to play cricket, about which 
the then Maharajah was very keen. On those occasions we would 
also put in a day or two of duck shooting. Very large bags of 
snipe have also been made there. Colonel G. again holding the 
record in those parts for a single gun. 

When great celebrities. Viceroy, Governor, and other High 
Officials visited Kohima there would be extensive security arrange¬ 
ments. The Naga hillmen used to undertake to guard the road 
from Dimapur to Kohima, and again from Kohima to the bound¬ 
ary of the Naga Hills. They lined both sides of the road and were 
dressed in full war regalia. They of course searched in the jun¬ 
gle on both sides of the road and anjr evilly disposed mi^n woul^ 
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have received the shortest of shrifts, for his head would have 
i^n instantly lopped off in skilled headhunter fashion 1 From 
the Naga Boundary to Imphbal in Manipur the roads were lined 
on botfi sides by armed men of the Assam Rifles. 

N^a dances arranged in honour of these official visitors were 
very special entertainments for eight tribes dressed in their colour¬ 
ful tribal costumes danced their very best. It is a very gorgeous, 
spectacular affair and there is a certain amount of danger, for most 
of those taking part are more or less drunk on their homemade 
rice spirit, and it would not take much provocation for one tribe 
to use spears or other weapons on another. At the present day 
(1944) the Nagas will not be as they were in earlier days for the 
improvement of road and the military traffic and other activities 
have brought many aspects of civilization to the originally simple 
tribes. 

One evening wc heard a barking deer call, on the hill above the 
bungalow. I asked my wife if she would like to try for it and 
as she said she would I told her to go up the fields by the regular 
path and I would go by another way which would probably cause 
the deer to move in her direction. As I got to the fields, which were 
not in use at the time, and in them were a lot of logs lying about 
some trees having been cut, I saw an animal which I took in the 
failing light to be a reddish calf, for a little higher up the hill 
there were cattle kept by a Garo. I thought the calf was a strag¬ 
gler going up to the byre, and it never entered my mind that the 
animal might be a tiger. 

As my wife came on to these deserted fields she saw the tiger: 
it was only twenty-five yards from her and looking in her direction. 
Rakal Singh was with her and kept his head and did not do any¬ 
thing silly. The tiger was perhaps a little closer to me than 
twenty-five yards. My wife called out to me that to my left is a 
tiger. I knelt behind a log and covered his chest but had sufficient 
experience to know that if I fired and the animal was not killed 
outright he would spring in the direction he was looking, and that 
was in direction of my wife, so it would have been madness for 
me to fire. The tiger turned and was soon out of sight. My wife 
showed no panic or fright at all and looked at the tiger with no 
attempt to get away in the other direction. Few women have 
been so close to a wild tiger in its natural jungles. 

Python at Mohendragunj. 

While I was staying at the Inspection Bungalow, Garos came 
and told me that a herd of mithun were destroying their fields 
and one of them had very fine horns. For various reasons the 
search for the animal with the big horns failed. On the largest of 
several small hills there was a pathway leading right round it. A 
Garo tracker and I were following the spoor of the mithun and 
the shikari went on ahead to spy round the corner. I remained be¬ 
hind and, not knowing it, was actually standing six or seven paces 
from a python lying in the grass with its head protruding from a 
bush. I beckoned to the shikari to come back and he was talking 
to me when, why I did I cannot say, but I looked to his left ?^nd 
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above on the hill I saw the thick body of a large python tying* in 
an upward direction along the hill, Now, following the snake’s 
body downwards I found it ended in a bush by which the shikari 
was standing. Walking towards him I saw the creature’s head— 
it was almost touching his toes (a matter of inches). I drew the 
man gently away and as soon as he was clear of the bush drew 
his attention to the snake by means of signs. He pointed to my 
rifle but I shook my head. He then took a large knife I was wear¬ 
ing and cut a thick branch, as thick as my wrist, and having 
trimmed it went towards the snake and, taking aim at its head 
very deliberately killed it. As soon as the head was hit and com¬ 
pletely crushed the body moved about until it rolled down the hill. 
It was 13 feet long and was not gorged for it had nothing in its 
body. Was the shikari in any danger when his toes were within 
inches of the python’s nose? Pythons watch game paths to seize 
deer and other animals passing along and it is strange that it did 
not attack the man. 


Another Panther Story. 

My wife and I arrived at Kirapara about midday and the 
watchman reported that a panther had killed a cow that morning 
and dragged it into a near-by ravine. After having had some¬ 
thing to eat I went with Rakal Singh, shikari, to view the ‘kill’, 
and we decided to sit up straight away. By his tracks we learnt 
that the panther had gone up the hill opposite to where we were 
concealing ourselves. He could not but return the same way he 
had gone. I had with me a .280 straight-pull magazine rifle, and 
a 12 gauge gun loaded with buckshot cartridges, the best weapon 
to use at close quarters against panther. 

It was exactly 4 o’clock when Rakal Singh kept on kicking at 
me from behind. He was trying to tell me that the panther had 
arrived. I knew what he meant but could not see the animal, 
though I searched every inch of ground around the kill. I tried 
to slowly turn round but the beast instantly detected the move¬ 
ment and bolted, making such a noise that it was at once apparent 
where he had been—a good distance above the carcase, on the hill¬ 
side. The shikari said in a very disgusted way, ‘Had you only 
looked above the kill you wDuld have seen the panther sitting up 
like a dog and looking at us. You could have easily shot him, 
He had been there five minutes and I hadn’t seen him.’ ‘Now,’ 
' said Rakal Singh, ‘he is hungry, and we will get him. I will fetch 
some Garos to drag the kill to just below the bungalow where you 
can sit up for him.’ I said he would not follow the drag. ‘Oh 
yes,’ said the shikari, ‘he will follow by scent.’ When the carcase 
had been dragged to where wanted I had dinner, and Rakal Singh 
tied a lantern to a bush close by, so lighting the carcase very well. 
I doubted whether the panther would put in an appearance but all 
the Garos said, ‘He is very hungry and has never been shot at, 
he is certain to come back.’ I got into a small tree at' the edge 
the bungalow compound but could not see rtiy rifle sights. My 
>' wife suggested that if be was thought not to mind a light near tlw 
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kill, he would not object to one up the tree. So a man climbed 
up, tied a rope to a higher branch and lowered the lantern until I 
could see my sights. 

In about half an hour I saw a grey object rising from the back 
of the kill, and it appeai-ed to get taller; it was only a grey thing 
I could see and I could not say it was the panther. However, I 
fired a shot at it and it disappeared. After a time the same grey 
object started to again appear and I fired another round at it. 
Then there was a rush towards the tree on which I was perched, 
then a sudden turn to the right, and a rush into the jungle follow¬ 
ed by several groans. The men said the beast was dead, but I re¬ 
fused to let them search in the dark. Though I had warned them 
not to go in the morning until I was with them, the waterman did 
go. He climbed several trees until he descried the dead panther. 
It was a forest-dwelling, game-hunting panther in good condition, 
and not the kind which frequents the vicinity of the villages, so 
had no experience of men and their ways. 

One •2S0 bullet had hit it in the back and run along close to the 
spine without injuring it; the other had also hit the back, but at 
a different angle, and entered into the chest severely damaging a 
lung. This was the shot that killed it. The first bullet had come 
out near the tail and then burst in the ground. The interesting 
part of this affair is that the panther was not put off his prospective 
dinner by the first explosion of the rifle and the bullet passing 
under his skin for the length of his body, a wound which must 
have felt to him like the lightning thrust of a red-hot skewer! 

The last shoot. 

The latest shoot I was on my wife and daughter were of the 
party. It was a long journey from Bangalore to Calcutta. I had 
not attended those big shoots for five or six years and there were 
some gaps among the well remembered attendants. The old cook 
was dead, so also the schoolmaster and the head shikari. Among 
the elephants Rang Bahadur, Sibjee, and others were absent but 
Jang Bahadur and Mylo still working. Our old friend, the Rajah 
of G. was as pleased to see us as we were to see him, and we 
had much to talk about. 

It was reported that a large tiger had killed in a certain jungle 
so we all set out, my daughter in my howdah. The tiger was to 
be shot by an Indian guest so M Senior was stationed next to him 
to see that matters went as intended. The tiger was found, and 
the beating elephants swung round to push him towards the lighter 
jungle when it was suddenly seen that a party of women and child¬ 
ren had entered the grass and got ahead of the tiger. They, of 
course, did not know that a beat was in progress, and as it had 
taken a little time to diagnose this ndw ‘hullee’ it was realized 
they were in great danger. The beat was spoilt as the mahouts 
had to shout to the people to clear out of the jungle, and the result 
of all this was that the tiger went left instead of right. It could 
be seen by his ‘hullee’ that he was in front of me and I prepared 
to fire but he did not show; for after about a minute—evidenlly 
turning over in his mind what he would do, he moved towards M. 
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Junior who g^ave him a mortal wound with a heavy conical bullet 
from his 12 bore Paradox. The wounded beast then passed 
throug^h a clear space, going slowly, and Dorothy got her first 
view of a wild tiger, and a big one too. I fired and he rolled over 
into the grass. A fine beast measuring ten feet over the curves. 

I have always considered skin measurements over the curves to 
be the better method, as it is then possible to compare lengths of 
animals with those shot in the years before the peg-to-peg measure¬ 
ments began to be considered correct. The difference between 
curve and peg measurement, if each are properly taken, is some 
six to eight inches. The twelve feet tigers of former days were 
the result of wet skin measurements, skins after removal from the 
animals being pulled out as far as they would go thus giving the 
appearance of a striped python on the ground. A friend has re¬ 
cently told me that he himself read the original report of a 
sportsman who wrote, not twenty years ago, to the Civil Officer 
of the District that he had just shot three tigers 13ft. 9 in., 12 ft. 

7 in. and ii ft. 10 in. in length ! That was the method employed; 
so the foolish practice seems to still exist. 

One day four tigers were obtained, one of them being shot by 
me with the .280. My daughter now begged to be allowed to 
shoot a tiger, and the Rajah said he knew this request was coming 
as he had received a letter from her husband saying ‘she is a very 
good shot at a targei*. ‘So*, said G. ‘your girl may have her 
chance provided you take charge of her and see she makes no 
mistake*. To this I of course agreed and the beat next day was 
arranged for her benefit, but so that she could only fire in one 
direction, the elephants of the brothers M. bemg on either side of 
ours. G. lent D,, which will stand for either Dorothy or ‘Diana*, 
his D.B. ,450 black powder rifle. The tiger was pressed forward, 
but seeing our elephant waiting for him growled and went back 
into heavy cover where he demonstrated against some of the ele¬ 
phants causing them to scare. G. then went to the beating line 
and brought it along very silently. 

Being over anxious that nothing untoward should happen I 
loaded D*s rifle in the left barrel only, telling her to pull the left 
"The tiger jumped out with a grunt, and in her excite¬ 
ment D. pulled the right and not the left trigger. She had a good 
view of the tiger, and it can be said that the loss of her opportunity 
was my fault as the right barrel should have been loaded. G. 
realized that I, her father, had too great a responsibility so, with 
his usual kindness and generosity, took her next day in his own 
howdah. Two three-quarter cubs appeared in the first beat. In 
a second beat one of these two beasts was brought to D’s gun 
and killed by her, her first tiger and one of three killed that day. 

^ 

The author of this series read the alm*>st completed compilation, 
culled from his several Note Books, before he became ill early 
this year (i944)‘ 

Major H. G. H. Munrowd was not, unfortunately, a member 
of the Bombay Natural History Society. His death took place at 
Bangalore on the atst March 1944. mernb^rs will be at 
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with the Committee in expressing* regret to his family that he 
should have passed away before seeing his experiences in print 
and contributing, as he had hoped to do, some more of his in¬ 
teresting Assam Reminiscences.—Eds. 

(The end.) 


THE RIDDLE OE THE BEARDED PIG. 

A Problem of Distribution. 

BY 

J. E. Kempb 

(School of Oriental and African Studies^ London University) 
(With 4 plates) 

Three distinct species of wild swine have for long been recog¬ 
nized in the western portion of the Malaysian sub-region, that is 
the area (excluding Celebes and the Philippines), lying south and 
east of Bunna, together with a number of somewhat disputable 
local forms. These are Sue cristatua (local representative of Sus 
scrofa of Europe and western Asia including India and Burma), 
S* barbaftus of Sumatra, Borneo and the Biau Archipelago and S. 
verrucosus of Java. The last is not of interest in this discussion 
and may be dismissed. 8 . cristwtus and S. barbatus overlap and 
occur together e.g. in Sumatra. But that the only wild pig of 
the Mialay Peninsula was S. cristatua was never in question until 
1918 , when Dr, W. S. Leicester of the Malayan medical service, 
stationed at Pekan in the State of Pahang on the east coast of the 
peninsula some 160 miles directly north of Singapore, shot the 
sow of a species new to him. Dr. Leicester kept a pack of mongrel 
dogs and for some years hunted that remote country as a regular 
pastime. He apparently shot several half grown young pigs as 
well about the same time, and in December of that year sent the 
sow's skull to the Director of Museums at Kuala Lumpur (tho late 
Mr. H. C. Robinson). The latter, in his own words, found ‘the 
occurrence so remarkable and so at variance with preconceived ideas 
of geographical distribution, that, pending further evidence, it was 
not considered advisable to place the occurrence on record'. 

There the matter rested till September 1921 when the writer, 
stationed at Pekan as District Officer and quite unaware of the fore¬ 
going, was shown the skull of a pig shot by an old Chinese 
named Lee Chu'ah with whom he frequently hunted. Chu'ah shot 
the animal at Sungei Genoh a week before, a mile or two out of 

the town. It was an old solitary boar and much emaciated. 

What impressed the man was its great height and length of 

leg, the length of its skull, a pallid skin, the tufts of hair under 

its eyes and above all its whiskery beard. It weighed 244 pounds 
and he thought that in condition, it should have scaled well over 
800 —rand a Chinese is no mean judge of pig-flesh. Chu'ah had 
hunted that coast for nearly forty years and never before saw such 
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a monstrous pig in all the thousands killed by him. (The old man, 
a great comraUe m a lonely place, died two months later.) 1 at 
once sent the skull wliicn he gave me to Major Moulton, 
the Director o± liaffles Museum, bingapore. To me it was 
an astonishing object, and comparative drawings ot it and 
the common crtstatus made the difference more remark¬ 
able. it was not 1 think a very big specimen judging from the 
measurements of the skull. Chu’ah who combined business witii 
pleasure and a genuine interest in his quarry, had for years kept 
careful records of his kills. The heaviest recorded pig of the com¬ 
mon type was he told me 286 pounds (he showed me a grubby 
notebook full of Chinese characters and ill-formed English iigmes, 
for he was by way of being a scholar), but his pack was probably 
unequal to stopping any tnmg much heavier. The tushes of the 
strange pig were mne inches round the curve and 4/5 inch across. 
The Director of Museums identified the skull at once as that of 
/S'us barbatus of Sumatra and Borneo and liiau, and retained it 
as ‘the first authentic record of this species in the Malay penin¬ 
sula’. In March 1922 there appeared an article in the Journal 
of the lioyal j^siatic Society (Straits Branch) No. 85 , under the 
hands of Major Moulton and Mr. H. C. Bobinson. The species 
was accepted as a member of the Peninsula fauna though they 
thought its presence ‘is really due to some extraordinary chance 
resulting in the landing of a herd from Borneo, the home of the 
true S. barbatus^ or from the Kiau archipelago’. If, as the writers 
pointed out, it is a Peninsula species, the geographical position is 
difficult to explain, but under very favourable circumstances in¬ 
dividuals might come over from the islands and establish them¬ 
selves in small numbers for a noticeable period. The verdict 
was *not mdigenou8\ that it was probably the last survivor of a 
herd that had gained access to Malay peninsula. The matter 
rested for a time but the question seemed to me, in face of the 
facts, to be by no means settled. 

Seventeen years later, in March 1939 , 1 wrote to the then 
.Director of Museums in Singapore (the late Mr. F. N. Ghasen) and 
enquired whether the Bearded Pig had turned up again since, and 
if so, what was the present view of the matter. In April of that 
year he replied that the pig had turned up on several occasions 
in small numbers on the east coast of the peninsula but not on 
the west. The latest example was a fine boar from Kota Tinggi, 
near the southern tip of the peninsula. This specimen was re¬ 
trieved by Sir Kichard Winsted from an Italian who expressed 
the intention of sending it to Signor Mussolini. He was easily 
persuaded to hand it over by the suggestion that the head of a 
8elddang or any other head would please the Puce just as much, 
and it was placed in the Baffles Museum. The Director went on 
to a ‘possible' (but most surprising) solution of the presence of 
the pig in Malaya~it was evident that the Museum authori¬ 
ties were uneasy about it! He stated that the Chief Minis¬ 
ter of Johor was oi^ain that ‘our barbatus pigs are the remains 
of some introduced bjr the old Sultan many years ago—for sportute 
purposes—and may be he is right'. (This aspect is 
to ai greater length I^ater). 
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But this is not the end of the story. In 1989-40 a series of 
excavations were Carried out in deposits in the limestone caves 
of Kelantan in the north of the x^ennisulu by the ethnological 
branch of the Museums department. At Goa Madu the list of 
mammalian remains of Neolithic (recent) date includes the bones 
of both 8 u8 criatatue and 8 . barbaiua. As the director wrote 
in August 1940 (vide Journ., Royal Asiatic Society, vol. xviii, Pt. 2 
page 7 )—the remains prove that the Bearded Pig is truly in¬ 
digenous in the Malay peninsula. He adds that ‘the species was 
only recently discovered in the Malay States ... it had been 
suggested that the few known specimens are the remains of a 
herd imported by a former Sultan of Johor'. 

A year or two later Singapore fell. So the riddle remains for 
the time unanswered. 


Part 11 

So the known facts are that the Bearded Pig did inhabit the 
Peninsula, (certainly the northern part of it near the present Thai¬ 
land frontier), in a Neolithic age which corresponded here proba¬ 
bly to the early Christian era, and that it has in recent years 
reappeared in the south and east in small numbers. In the inter¬ 
val there is no record of it, though Malay lore has a semi-legendary 
monster, a lone boar of heroic dimensions existing in the forests, 
a travellers' tale. In Johor there are stories of a ‘great white' 
pig seen by few. But nothing substantial is to be discovered. 
There is no record at all of any occurrence of this animal on the 
western seaboard. 

The questions that arise are, is it, by its presence today, to 
be regarded as indigenous in the sense of being either a still estab¬ 
lished survivor of Sundaland, or as possibly re-establishing itself after 
a period of extinction? 

The question of Survival ,—^What has happened to harhafus 
during the long period since it was hunted in Neolithic times, not 
so long ago? The wild pig is not an animal that readily conceals 
its presence. Most common and usually to be found on the fringes 
of cultivation, it is both a pest to be slaughtered at any time and 
the ordinary quarry of the hunter wdth his dog pack which exists in 
most villages for sporting and protective purposes. Old Chu'ah was 
one of scores of semi-professional hunters. Many hundreds or per* 
haps thousands are killed annually. It s'hems almost inconceivable 
that a race of wild swine such as the Bearded Pig with its signal 
characteristics could have escaped notice. When it has turned up it 
has provoked astonishment. Its habits do not seem to differ from 
those of the common Bus cristatus nor its natural terrain. Barbaius 
lives side by side in Sumatra with cristatus —and in the islands of the 
Baiu Archipelago—and it is not clear why it should have given way 
on the Peninsula. It has to be remembered that until quite lately, 
about fifty years ago, the ecological state of the Peninsula was 
still primeval, the population very small indeed and confined to 
the rivers and coasts. Nothing happened then or has since with 
the opening of the country that could affect its status. 

There is, it is true, a large area in Pahang where the interior, 
covering a country about as big as Yorkshire, is mainly unexplored 
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owixig to its swampy and valueless nature, that may contain nKWte 
specimens of this great pig but there is no known record of it 
whatever. Chu'ah who lived on the edge of it all hia life never 
heard of it. 

T&e question of Re-eatablishment, If it is not a survival then 
the pigs presence in the past quarter of a century is due either to 
deliberate introduction or to that series of ‘favourable circumstances 
leading to its establishment in small numbers’ postulated by 
Moulton. 

Introduction attributable to human agency may be considered 
first. It is well known that the distribution of the ‘rusa’ (the 
Malayan sambhar —Cervus equinus) has been affected over the 
archipelago by its planned introduction onto a number of islands, 
at one time slightly to the embarrassment of the zoographers of 
that tangled sub-region. But that there should be a similar dis¬ 
semination by human agency of a detested and generally untouch¬ 
able pest in numbers sufficient to found a colony is a very 
indigestible supposition. As regards the Johor story, historically, 
there have been two Sultans only in the past seventy years and 
the present ruler’s predecessor Vas the Sultan Abubakar well known 
to law students in a leading case. He spent much time at the 
court of St. James and was a pious and erudite Mohammedan. 
It is difficult to believe that he or any other Sultan—^Mohammedans 
all—would have taken the trouble to catch up and import a consign¬ 
ment of pigs which are regarded by Malays as nothing but foul 
and destructive vermin, for their specific difference. It is a pest 
too near homel Such an importation, it is considered, would have 
to be on a fairly big scale to form the nucleus of a population that 
in a short time spread ,170 miles to the north. A few menagerie 
specimens for example, would seem inadequate. The Bearded Pig 
has, according to Shelford, some reputation as a migrant and in 
Borneo large numbers periodically move across country to fresh 
ground, due perhaps to pressure of local populations. The journey 
to Pekaii where it was first shot by Dr. Leicester and Chu’ah, 
w'ould involve a great deal more than 170 miles of direct travel 
and entail the crossing of more than one stretch of mountain coun¬ 
try and several considerable rivers. 

Still the story should be further investigated, though incre¬ 
dulity is felt as to its value. 

What then is the likelihood of reiiitroduction by natural means 
-—by the occurrence of those favourable conditions envisaged by 
Moulton? 

The nearest islands to the southern tip of Johor (Cape Eou- 
mania) are those of the Riau Archipelago with Fulau Batam lying 
some ten miles to the southward. Between lies the ocean passage 
from Singapore for China bound traffic—a stretch of tide rips and 
fast currents. Yet given the right conditions wild animals do cross 
wide intervals. Many, including the wild pig are excellent swim¬ 
mers. A^er the great floods of 1927 when the rivers in Pahang 
rose over sixty feet and inundated huge tracts of country, many 
wild animals were washed out to sea, pigs among them, and a 
tiger too, (one was found swimming five miles offshore). One pig 
of the cristatus species arrived on the island of Pulau Tinggi ten 
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The specimen sent by J. E. Kempe to the Raffles Museum in September 1921. 
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miles oS the Johor coast where it is not usually an inhabitant, 
either by swimming or on drift wood. Such events are phenomena 
—:SO rare as to become almost historical, and need abnormal circum¬ 
stances such as a great flood to produce. Such favourable condi¬ 
tions as this could not occur on the small islands of the archipelago. 
Still the swimming ability of the pig is not to be taken lightly, 
and they are known to cross from one adjacent island to another in 
the Biau group. 

The floating 'islands’ of vegetation which are such features 
of the Straits of Malacca at certain times (but not, it be noted, of 
the Eastern sea-board,) are also suggested vehicles of distribution. 
These have as their nucleus as a rule the nipah palm (Nipa fruticana) 
which grows in brackish water and is not securely rooted. Given 
floods or abnormal tides, fringes break off and drift out to sea. 
Sometimes they are a rood or two in area. That they sometimes 
carry such animal life in their wanderings as tree shrews and rats 
is undoubted. As vehicles for anything greater and heavier, these 
'islands’ have limitations and the transport of anything as big as 
a pig (or as sagacious) must be exceedingly rare. It is to be 
doubted if even the crab-eating monkey of the mangrove swamps 
(Macacua cynomogus) is often a passenger. The islands become 
waterlogged at sea, float half sumberged for a time and eventually 
break up into fragments. It would be interesting to know what 
evidence there is, if any, of the larger mammals being found on 
one of these rafts. 

As a potential agency in natural distribution, it is felt that 
this and the other phenomena referred to can be very easily over¬ 
rated. The conclusion drawn is that the presence of barbatus on 
the Peninsula is unlikely to bo due to a fortuitous supply from out¬ 
side, (leaving aside the possibility of a few individuals having been 
introduced by the abnormal agency referred to before), even by a 
series of most favourable but not easily imaginable circumstances. 

It follows that this pig has been with us all the time and that 
for some as yet imknown reason, it has only revealed itself on a 
very few occasions. That it must be low in numbers and very 
local is unquestioned though why, it is not understood. 

That again leaves the major problem of its position so far out 
of its accepted frame still unexplained. According to the east and 
west ‘drift* theory of Indo-Chinese (Himalayan) species which 
entered Sundaland from the north, suggested by Chasen in. his 
foreword to the list of Malayasian mammals (Bulletin Baffles 
Museum: Vol. 16: 1940), some reached Sumatra and turned north 
whereby the Peninsula fauna from the western drift received ad¬ 
ditions Sna barbatua may easily have been amongest their number. 
Tn w’hich case some explanation is needed why it should have 
lingered on in such obscurity as it is thought to have done, to be 
rediscovered in isolated and far separated localities after long 
intervals. 

The facts as at present known are incomplete and further care¬ 
ful search m^ yet reveal small colonies surviving, while a closer 
study of the Bearded Pig's habits and environment in Borneo and 
Sumatra may help to elucidate the reasons why it has virtually 
disappeared as a common feature of Peninsula fauna. 

6 



AN OENITHOLOQICAL PILGRIMAGE TO LAKE 
MANASAEOWAR AND MOUNT KAILAS. 


Salim Ali 

{With a map and 7 plates). 

The hallowed region of the freshwater lakes of ManasarOwar 
and Rakhas Tal, and of Mount Kailas in Western Tibet is virtually 
forbidden ground to Europeans* It is perhaps for this reason more 
than another that practically nothing has so far been recorded 
about its birds. The time-honoured legend about ‘hansa'; (‘Swans’ 
according to pilgrims’ guide books) living on ManasarOwar some¬ 
how persists, and in the popular mind these birds have become 
inseparable from the sacred lake. But reliable published infor¬ 
mation concerning the general ornithology of this region is lacking, 
although some excellent papers have appeared within the last 
20 years or so on Ladakh as well as on Eastern Tibet by Osmaston,. 
Meinertzhagen, Ludlow and others. 

Mr. Frank Ludlow, who probably knows more about Tibetan 
birds than any other ornithologist living, made a small collection 
in Western Tibet in September-October 1932. The late Hugh 
Whistler pronounced it to consist of typical Tibetan Plateau forms, 
not differing from those occurring in Ladakh on the one hand or in 
the neighbourhood of Lhasa on the other. Ludlow never published 
any report of this trip, but has now been good enough to let me 
see his MS notes and to permit me to incorporate them in the 
present account. I consider it fortunate to be able to do so for 
2 reasons: firstly because up to a point his itinerary coincided 
with my own, and secondly because his notes cover a period which 
is almost exactly complementary. Ludlow's trek was much more 
extended than mine, but I have here utilised only such of hia 
notes as relate specifically to the region visited by me. While 
there is nothing novel or unexpected in the list that follows, it 
seems desirable to put this precise data on record for the benefit 
of future visitors. 

What primarily attracted me to Manasarowar was the oppor- 
ttlnity to study the natural conditions under which birds live on 
the Roof of the World, to ascertain at first hand what species 
breed in that area, and to determine if possible some of the 
ecological factors that foster their doing so. Although not interested 
in birds purely from what may be called the ‘subspecific" point 
of view, I nevertheless feel it a great pity that practically no 
collecting could be done in an area that is so seldom visited by 
an ornithologist. I was advised by those who administered our 
;External Affairs not to cairy a gun to shoot birds with. JPre- 
'^inmably it offends the religious scruples of the Tibetans td* ^ee 
’ .birds Killed by other Ji^ple*, None of these scruples were detected 
in the cash' of animals killed by themselves, and in' a inannfer 
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would make shoptiui; ;Beem a kindness. However, that ia 
ftnother story. But in the absence of skins for verification, some 
of my identifications may. have to be taken with reserve, parti¬ 
cularly in cases where they are at variance with Ludlow’s. 

I must oonfesa that I have seldom, felt sorrier for being so 
law-abiding and following oflSoial advice. Not only was much 
valuable scientific material lost without a gun; not only would 
an occasional roast goose have provided welcome change from 
the eternal d^l and rice; but also the couple or ugly encounters 
with local bandits that infest the Manasarowar environs could have 
been faced with far greater self-composure and dignity I As it 
was, either of these might well have ended in disaster had the 
bandits suspected the astonishing truth (for those parts) that the 
party was completely unarmed. 

To enable me to be there in time for the nesting, a start had 
to be made as early in the season as the snow on the Lipu Pass 
would permit. The pilgrim season proper does not commence 
until about August. My trek began at Almora on 14 May 1945 
and ended at the same place on 22 July. Up to the Tibetan 
frontier, crossed on this route by the Lipu Lekh Pass at 10,750 ft., 
it is a matter of about 16 marches—nearly 160 miles. Baggage 
over the first 14 marches travelled cooly-back. The regular trace 
takes a north-easterly direction from Almora and passes through 
some picturesque Himalayan scenery wdth superb views from 
various places along the route of Nanda Devi, Nanda Kot and 
the Panch Chuli peaks. For more than half its latter length it 
follows the right bank of the torrential Kali Biver which forms 
the boundary between the Kumaon district of Almora and the 
kingdom of Nepal. At Lipu Lekh the Kali is run to its source. 
The trek, commencing at about 5,200 ft. altitude (Almora) goes 
through an unending series of steep ups and downs. The lowest 
point ever touched in the course of the 160 odd miles is 2,200 ft. 
where the path crosses the Gauri Ganga Biver. Thus it furnishes 
a cross-section through an altitudinal range of some 14,000 ft.— 
from the warm subtropical jungles of the Himalayan foothills 
through various climatic and vegetational zones, up to above the 
limit of tree growth. The accompanying changes in the bird life 
as one crosses from one altitudinal zone or stratum to another 
are often so clear-cut that using them as indicators one soon 
learns to hazard a fair guess of the approximate elevation even 
without the help of the aneroid. It is this constant change of 
levels and the meetings and partings with new or familiar birds 
that to my mind makes trekking in the Himalayas so particularly 
delightful. 

On 8 June the Lipu Lekh Pass was still under fresh and fairly 
deep snow. It had to be crossed in the unearthly hours of the 
morning while the surface was still hard and passable for the 
baggage ponies which had replaced the porters at Garbyang. 
After' groping our way uncomfortably over boulders in pitch dark¬ 
ness with the dubious help of 2 miserable electric torches, the 
summit of the pass was reached at 6.15 hours just as the sun 
peeped out from over the barrier of mountains to the east. Here, 
among the cairns or pUes of Mani stones, contributed laboriously 
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^ne by one by grateful pilgrims and wayfarers (such as mark the 
head of every mountain pass in Tibet) was my first meeting of 
the trip with the Bobin Accentor (Prunella rubeculoides). The 
birds—4ywo or three—swere delightfully tame; they hopped uncon¬ 
cernedly on the snow within 4 feet of our cavalcade, picking up 
food. This was also my first introduction to the amazing con¬ 
fidence and complete lack of fear that was henceforth to be 
experienced from almost every species of bird in Tibet. Such be¬ 
haviour came strangest of all from the Bar-headed Oeese and 
Brahminy Duck which, as every shikari knows, €U*e amongst the 
wariest and most wide-awake of* our waterfowl in their winter 
quarters in India. 

Immediately across the pass the character of the country, now 
Tibet, changed abruptly. Trees of course are non-existent here, 
but other vegetation was also exceedingly scanty wherever the 
dry stony slopes were free from snow. Only small patches of low 
shrubs of Doma or Tibetan Furze (Caragana spinosa) clung here 
and there to the mountainsides, otherwise completely bare and 
scree covered. The route from Lipu to Taklakot runs all down 
the right bank of the river—^the opi>osite number of the Kali, as 
it were—^which rises on the Tibet side of the pass, the latter being 
the watershed. This river descends in a gently winding course 
for about 4,000 ft. in the 12 odd miles to Taklafet where it joins 
the Miapcha or Kamali. The latter, after flowing a great part of 
its length through Nepal territory in a N-S direction joins the 
Gogra in the Kheri District of the U.P. just south of the Nepal 
boundary. 

Takiakot or Purang (ca 13,000 ft.), the first village of any size 
to be encountered, is a large and important manat during the sum¬ 
mer months. Traders from all parts of Tibet as well as fronx 
British India foregather here between June and November to 
barter wool, furs, borax and other indigenous produce with cloth 
and other articles of civilisation which appear to have a growing 
demand. Among these I noted as part of the standard stock-in- 
trade of Indian shops: cheap electric torches, new and second¬ 
hand army boots and plimosles, packets of tea from Lhasa and 
Berenag, sugar (misri), pots of highly scented vaseline pomade, 
safety pins and a miscellaneous assortment of tawdry nick-nacks 
requiring a high degree of imagination on the part of the shop¬ 
keepers. 

One of the first indications that one has left Indian soil and 
is now in a dii^rent ornithological region is provided by the pigeons, 
which here suddenly change over to the Turkestan Bock Pigeon 
(Columba rupeatris). This species is easily distinguished from 
our familiar Blue Bock by its whitish underparts and a broad 
white bar across its tail. Flocks of these birds were to be seen 
gleaning in the fields of young barley and gram surrounding the 
village, A few often visited our camp to pick up what grain 
they could round the kitchen tent. They were as tame and trust¬ 
ing as their pampered relations in the midst of Bhtdeshwar (Bom¬ 
bay) for example, and other centres of Hindu benevolence. 

The Tibetan l^ven (Oorvue corax tibetanua) takes the place of 
Jungle and House Crows as the village scavenger, though it is seen 
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in smaller numbers. Skylarks—apparently 41auda gvlgula 
Ihamarum —rwere soaring and singing plentifully above the culti¬ 
vation, while 3ed-billed Choughs {Fyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) grub¬ 
bed away merrily on the outskirts. The House-Sparrow— 
presumably P. d, bactrianua—iwe^s here in some numbers, but not as 
abundant as I was to find it on the return visit a month later. 

At Taklakotthe 6 baggage ponies were exchanged for 4 yaks. And 
here a short digression may be permissible. The yak is an extra¬ 
ordinary beast. From infront it looks like an overgrown bear; 
from behind like a very shaggy hill pony. It possesses boundless 
energy, and seems impossible to tire out except when the weather 
is hot. It is highly sensitive to and impatient of the heat which 
seems to be the oiily element that will ever lower its spirits. At 
the end of a long fatiguing all-day march, carrying on their backs 
2 maunds (160 lbs.) of often the most angular and uncomfortable 
load, and with just a few mouthfuls of scanty grass snatched while 
we halted for the mid-day meal, our yaks would frisk and ?:onip 
obviously feeling ‘as fresh as a daisy’. It was disconcerting 
when ebullience of spirits prompted one to buck and throw 
your baggage^boxes containing delicate and precious meteoro¬ 
logical instruments that, moreover, didn't belong to you! 
A bridge is anathema to the yak. It is not every animal that 
will walk over it. Neither is it every day that even the same 
yak will consent to walk over one. There may be some justifica¬ 
tion for its preferring to leap into an icy cold torrent and swim 
across rather than use the highly unconvincing ricketty woodeji 
structure swaying perilously above it. One is frequently tempted 
to do so oneself. But the soaking is not always beneficial for 
your baggage, particularly when this happens to be your bedding 
or warm clothes. Luckily bridges are few in Tibet. The yak has 
an unpredictable temperament, and you never know beforehand 
how one is going to react to any given set of circumstances. 

The mountains here are chiefly composed of conglomerates— 
large quantities of rounded water-worn shingle cemented together 
with clay through age and pressure. Large detached blocks littered 
on the hillsides that look like enormous boulders in the distance 
are also composed of the same conglomerated clay and shingle, 
reminding one of chunks of almond rock. All the way from 
Taklakdt to Manasarowar the country is flat stony desert, the* 
ground surface being chiefly covered with smooth water-worn 
stones, shingle or gravel—^partly disintegrated from the mountains. 
Broadly speaking it is a titanic undulating steppe mostly between 
14 and 16 thousand feet above sea level, extending miles in 
«very direction and fringed on the near or distant horizon by snowy 
ranges and peaks. The enormous flat or gently sloping areas 
from the foot of the Gorla Mandhata Bange to northward bear 
evidences of becoming vast snow-fields in winter. The stones, 
gravel and shingle on them are flattened down as by a steam 
roller. A curiously similar formation was noticed by me on the 
hills around Chaduva in Kutch (1948) but the stones there were 
all flat like paving slabs. What can that be due to? 

From time to time flat-sided trough-like valleys are encountered 
as of glacial origin running down from the flanking hills. Through 
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these meander rivulets from, the -melting snowa higher up. About 
the banks of these rivulets^ where the snow has melted, there is 
usually some scant herbage—a narrow strip of it on either side* 
This is the only green to break the drab and endless monotony of 
the stony landscape. The few birds that there are, concentrate 
in such places. Occaj^onal low dense bushes of Doma or Tibetan 
iPurze on the plateau, either isolated or scattered in patches, pro¬ 
vide the only relief to the eye. They are sprawling and round- 
topped, like large hedgehogs, streamlined on their periphery near 
the ground. Dotted about on a gentle slope in the distance, they 
often look like a flock of grazing sheep. 

A very characteristic facies of this region is that which occurs 
in the flat open valleys sloping so imperceptibly as to impede 
drainage and cause water-logging. At the season of my visit 
(first half of June) these showed traces of having been enormous 
snow-fields till recently, and extensive patches of snow were still 
lying about here and tliere. Where the snow has melted is often 
exposed a varying extent of semifloating spongy uneven humps, 
up to 12 inches high, covered with what looks like close-cropped 
lush grass. Such areas become tundra-like bogs. In portions 
the humps though green and refreshing are comparitively dry. 
In other parts the ground is completely soggy and water-logged, 
and they are in effect an archipelago of. miniature islands or aits. 

Almost everywhere around such tundra bogs the Lesser 
Pamirs Sand-Plover (Charadrius mongohis atrifrons )—familiar to 
us in winter on the western seaboard in flocks and now in his 
handsome summer dress—was sure to be met with- Surrounding 
these bogs there is usually a luxuriant growth of furze ‘hedgehogs' 
which afford some protection from the violent winds and are much 
patronised for nesting in by Bobin Accentors, Bubythroats and 
Tickell's Willow-Warblers. Everywhere on the stony gravelly 
plateau, even in the barest and most featureless spots, the Horned 
Lark {Eremophila alpestris elwesi) w^as breeding in great abun¬ 
dance. It has remained a puzzle to me why this bird chose 
the bleakest spots for its nest and what considerations decided 
the selection of a site. It seemed completely unperturbed by the 
wind and its nests were usually in the most exposed places. 
Occasionally they were near a tiny stone, it is true, but I am 
inclined to think that, if anything, this served more as a landmark 
to the bird than as an effective wind-break. 

Immediately on crossing the summit of Gorla Pass (16,500 ft.)— 
wide and flat enough I imagine, for 200 Churchill tanks abreast— 
the first view is obtained, glorious and breath-taking, of the twin 
lakes of ManasarOwar and fekhas Tal with the ice-covered dome of 
Mt. Kailas towering in the distant background to the north. The 
lakes are separated by a ridge of low hills forming an isthmus, 
8 or 4 miles at its widest. Along this lies the route to Barkha 
Plain and the holy mountain. 

My first camp on ManasarOwar was pitched at Ngayeze (ca 
15,200 ft.) on the S-W shore of the lake. The water surface 
of Manasarowar is 14,960 ft. above sea level. It is 64 miles 
in circumference and surrounded on all sides by mountains, many 
of them well over 20,000 ft. high with snow-covered tops. The 
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greateflrt depth sounded by Sven Hedin in 1907 was 269 ft. 
The colours on the lake, changing not only with time of day 
but with every fleeting, mood of the sky are a thing undescribable, 
^nd not likely ever to be forgotten. From almost snow-white, 
may be, at one end, it ranges to every imaginable shade of 
green and blue—and from the deepest jade and the purest em¬ 
erald to intense ultramarine blue and purplish-black. 

A scrutiny of the terrain on the southern and south-western 
shores of the lake reveals an interesting range of successions. There 
are no reedbeds at all about the margins of ManasarOwar or Eakhas 
Tal, or indeed of any of the other lakes visited. 

At the water's edge is a flat Shore or Beach zone of sand 
and shingle; higher up this gives place to a wider zone (in places 
2 to 800 yards wide) of 'tundra' bog as described—spongy water- 
girt humps interspersed with small pools. Above the tundra zone 
follows another wide belt, of dense furze hedgehogs formed by 
a windblown accumulation of debris caught up in the bushes re¬ 
sulting in raised mounds at their core. These sprawling hedgehogs 
are 18 to 24 inches high and sometimes cover the ground so thickly 
as to hinder one's progress. Beyond the furze zone the flat bare 
ground is covered with loose stones and shingle, flattened down to 
evenness by the weight of the overlying winter snow. It stretches 
upward in a gentle sweep for 1 to miles, to the base of the Gurla 
Mandhata Bange. The Shore and 'Tundra' zones, pai*ticularly 
where they meet, are riddled into a sieve with holes and galleries 
of voles and mouse-hares. As can be imagined, these four zones 
are not clear-cut or sharply demarcated along their boundaries 
and frequently dovetail into their neighbours, but they are dis¬ 
tinct enough to be perceived without difficulty. iWith the ex¬ 
ception perhaps of the Beach zone—a speciality of Manasarowar 
and Eakhas Tal—the same order of succession with minor local 
variations is met with also on the smaller lakes: Bing Tso, 
Tseti Tso, Gyanima Tso, and others. 

Adam’s Mountain Finch (Montifringilla nivalis adamsi) as well 
as its two cousins M, hlanfordi and Mj. ruficollis were everywhere 
taking full advantage of the rat holes as nest sites, and quite a 
few were observed carrying food into them. The tundra around 
the lakes seemed to be breeding ground par excellence of the 
Large Calandra Lark {CaJandra maxima). Hundreds of these birds 
were busy courting, chasing one another, singing and nest-building 
round M^nasarOwar, Tseti Tso, Bing Tso and Gyanima Tso. Short- 
toed Larks {Galandrella acutiro^ris) were also present in the tundra 
zone at Manasarowar in large numbers. This was somewhat puzzl¬ 
ing at first, but it was soon discovered that they visited the 
bog merely for collecting insects for their young, and flew ofl 
with beakfuls long distances to the bare stony country above the 
furze belt where they were nesting. 

The principal inhabitants of the Furze zone were the Euby^ 
throat (Calliope), Eobin Accentor (Prunella rubeculoides) and 
Tickell's Willow-Warbler (Phylloscopus afjfinis). Higher up, on 
the stony and gravelly plain. Horned Larks and Shorfc-toed Larks 
were nesting abundantly, and the jolly little Hume's Ground 
Ohough frequently seen. 
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At the time of my visit to Manasarowar and Bakhas the 
snow had not been gone long, and it was as yet too early in the 
season for the lush grass which is said to spring up luxuriantly 
on the moist areas later—^mid July or August. Great herds of 
goats, sheep and yaks are then brought here for pasture from 
distant parts. 

Curiously enough, except for an occasional sand-plover or two, 
no waders at all were to be seen at the water's edge in the Shore 
or Beach zone of Manasarowar. Their place appeared to be 
filled by Brandt's Mountain Finches {Fringillauda brandti 
haematopyga). Hundreds of these birds ran about the water¬ 
line looking very like stints, busily picking seeds washed up by 
the ripples. Sometimes the birds were in ones and twos, but 
mostly in flocks of 50 or more. They had evidently not com¬ 
menced to breed as yet. 

Of the waterfowl Bar-headed Geese, Brahminy Duck and 
Goosander were the most prominent representatives, the first two 
in considerable numbers. The geese, it seemed fairly certain 
were not breeding in the immediate neighbourhood. Their favourite 
nesting ground is on two boggy islands in the Eakhas Tal, but 
without a boat it was not possible to explore these. A mixed 
flock of over 60 duck was observed on the water as they flew 
over, but it was difficult to tell with certainty what they were 
besides the few Gadwal and Pintail which were unmistakable. 
They were evidently not meaning to breed here either. Crested 
Grebes were abundant and numbers of their floating nests dotted 
the water some distance from the shore, particularly on a small lagoon 
by the side of the main lake. Brown-headed Gulls, Tibetan TWns 
and a couple of Pallas's Fishing Eagles practically complete the 
list of birds seen about the southern end of Manasarowar Lake. 

The Barkha or Parkha Plain which separates the Manasardwar 
and Bakhas Lakes from the Kailas Eange to the north, extends for 
many miles in an E-W direction. It is a gigantic highland 
steppe or flat valley covered for the most part with gravel and 
scanty scraggy grass at present. It is said to afford rich pasture 
later in the season, especially along the banks of the many streams 
that leisurely meander across it on their way from the Kailas 
Eange to Eakhas Tel. Along the northern edge of the Barkha 
Plain the ground slopes gently southwards in a gigantic sweep 
from the base of the Kailas Eange. This sloping zone, several 
miles in width, is covered more or less densely with bushes of 
Doma or Tibetan Furze. Its surface consists of soft lose sand in 
places, and in others of coarse river sand with stones and shingle 
intermixed. It is cut up here and there by deep or shallow ravines 
of streams coming down from the Kailas Eange. The sandy 
Doma-facies is strongly reminiscent of bits of the Indian Desert 
in Sind or Kutch, only the Capparis of the latter being here re¬ 
placed by furze. The windblown sand is arrested in the same way 
by the furze bushes and forms compact mounds, but seldom 
higher than 12 or 18 inches. This facies, particularly in the 
enTorons of Eakhas Tal, is the favoured habitat of the Kyang 
(Egnus) which flourishes in large herds of up to 100 or more. 
The Barkha Plain can be differentiated into several other facies 
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besides; Loose-saud covered with sparse grass; coarse, roughly 
waterwom gravel aud stone; and dry bogland. The last consists- 
of uneven dips and mounds of crumbly earth reminding one of 
old wom-down flamingo nests. 

Marching over the plain, one is constantly crossing from one 
into another of these facies. Wherever near a stream or its flat 
overflow, i.e. ground actually moist or till recently water-logged, 
it is honeycombed by mouse-hares to such an extent that one of 
the baggage yaks suddenly sank down to its belly. Mfintifringilla 
blanfordi^ M,. rufiGollie and M. nivalis are invariably present m 
such facies to take advantage of the potential nest-sites. The birds 
and rodents evidently live together amicably. 1 observed a finch 
go down a burrow with food for young, followed soon after by a 
mouse-hare. Young finches when fledged, but while as yet unable 
to fly, come out of the tunnels and sit about and hop among the 
mounds where the parents feed them. On alarm they bolt down 
the nearest rat-hole and are evidently not molested by the occupant 
within. 

In the flats formed by what may be called the deltas of the 
streams before they discharge into the ManasarOwar and Eakhas 
lakes, the Doma gives place to extensive patches of a greyish- 
green bush about 12 inches high, known in Tibetan as Tarwa and 
in Kumaoni as Ghookoo, These bushes apparently die down in 
winter and were just beginning to come up again (in June) on 
the melting of the snows. 

The official pilgrimage of Mount Kailas begins at Tarchan or 
Darchan (alt. 15,500 ft.), a ramshackle village of a few hovels 
of piled-up loose stones, with a Gompa or monastery and attendant 
fllth as its centre-piece. It also boasts of a small nicmdi open 
in summer but now lying derelict. The circuit of the holy moun¬ 
tain is 28 miles round and involves the crossing of a pass (Dolma 
La) 18,600 ft. high. Furze growth peters out at about 16,000 ft. 
and above this elevation perennial vegetation is practically non¬ 
existent. Bird-life along the entire circuit—in fact above 15,000 ft. 
altitude—was poor, but this may partly be due to the fact that 
I was much too early in the season. Places that had been re¬ 
commended to us as rich alpine pastures and flower meadows 
were as yet little more than bleak and desolate snowfields dotted 
with recently melted patches here and there where the first hesitant 
spring herbage was beginning to peep out. 

Except for Eedstarts which were particularly abundant and 
nesting among the scree fans near Diraphuk or Diripu, a few 
pigeons and ravens about the Gompa there, a Robin Accentor 
with nest and eggs on the edge of a partly frozen stream, severid 
Bed-billed Choughs, and a couple of Himalayan Griffons and 
Lammergeiers beating majestically over the hillsides behind the 
monastery, practically no birds were seen. A couple of pigeons 
were encountered on the very summit of Dolma La, attracted 
there by the grain sprinkled according to custom by pious jatris 
in thanksgiving for the culmination of the arduous climb. 

The Lha Chhu and other part-frozen streams on the holy cir¬ 
cuit looked ideal for White-capped and Plumbeous Redstarts, but 
these familiar Himalayan species were completely absent. On 
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the Tibet side of Jiipu I#ekh Pass I also failed to come 
across the Whistling Thrush, so common along the Kali Biver 
on the Himalayan side, almost right up to its source. 

Homed Larks nest on the Barkha Plain in great profusion, 
both in completely barren and desolate spots as well as where 
there is a scanty growth of stunted furze. Short-toed Larks are 
more partial to the latter facies. Ground Choughs, TickelPs 
Willow-Warbles and Redstarts evidently prefer the side valleys 
where earth banks for nest-holes are readily available, and where 
there is more protection from the ferocity of the regular diurnal 
winds. 

The Ding Tso lake proved a particularly fruitful place for birds. 
From the cosy comfort of the sleeping bag, and without raising 
my head from the pillow, could be watched through the open fly 
of the tent almost any time of day, numbers of geese, cranes and 
Brahminies as they sauntered about and grazed complacently on 
the grassy margins of the lake and in the surrounding marsh, 
within easy shot-gun range. My diary records: ‘Delightful, but 
oh for a .22 and roast goose on the menu!' Along its eastern 
and northern shores is an extensive tundra belt 3 or 4 miles long 
and in places fully i to ^ mile broad. Many of the uneven 
spongy humps here are actually floating, and separated from each 
other by a good long jump over deepish water. One had to be 
nippy and constantly on guard lest the hump underfoot should dis¬ 
appear below the surface before one had time to jump across 
to the next. It was an uncomfortable and flustering feeling to 
find oneself suddenly down to the waist in ice-cold water and 
sinking steadily* It was necessary to plan out several jumps in 
advance, and decide quickly. And the possib'dity of quicksands 
here and there—^against which I had been warned—added to the 
excitement of the game. However it was fascinating work, and 
the exploration of this marshy belt proved well worthwhile. I 
found breeding here not only Bar-headed Geese and Black-necked 
Cranes, but also Brown-headed Gulls, Tibetan Terns, Redshanks; 
Crested Grebes and Large Calandra Larks. 

METEOROLOGY 

To this sketchy and imperfect account of the country might 
perhaps be added with advantage a few notes on the meteorological 
conditions experienced in June. 

Temperature : The minimum night temperatures varied between 
28® and 38®F. inside the t^ent, being mostly in the neighbourhood 
of freezing (32 ®F). The maximum day temperature registered 
was 89® in the shade (once). Normally it ranged between 70® 
and 75®. In the sun it was often uncomfortably hot even without 
a woollen vest or jersey on, but liable to become chilly with great 
suddenness as soon as a cloud obscured the sun. These violent 
fluctuations, from roasting one moment to freezing the next, always 
made it difficult to decide how One should be clad for a march. 
Pull-overs had to be handy in the rucksac, and quick changes by 
the wayside (sometimes several in the course of a day) were notl 
uncommon. Practically every day of the month the sky was 
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party to lieavily overcast for some part of the 24 hours, aiui 
light drizzle or hail (snowfall on one or two occasions) were frequent. 

Borometno Pressure : This showed appreciable variation at 
the same place, and was frequently as much as 4 millibars higher 
in the morning than in the evening. 

Wind : Except on a few memorable occasions when the blowing 
away of the tent from above our heads was all but imminent, the 
nights were comparatively windless. But except for a few com¬ 
paratively windless days which could probably be counted on the 
fingers of one hand, the wind sprang up with great legularity soon 
after about 10.00 hours each day—occasionally after 14.00 or later 
—rand raged and howled until 19.00 to 21.00 hours when it as 
suddenly died down. And what a wind it was tool Visitor after 
visitor to Tibet has execrated the fury of the diurnal gales, and 
with good justification. My weather diary records the normal 
velocity as No. 5 or 6 of the Beaufort Scale (i.e. between 17 and 
27 miles per hour) and occasionally even No. 7 (28-38 miles) the 
latter causing considerable inconvenience in walking against. 

Observations of humidity w^ere also taken with a revolving Hygro¬ 
meter, the lowest and highest figures recorded in Tibet during the 
entire trek being 26 and 89. All the data, meagre as it is, has 
been forwarded to the Government of India Meteorological Office 
in Poona, to whom I wish to express my thanks for their co-opera- 
lion in loaning out the necessary apparatus. 

It hi entry : 

8- 6-45. Lipu Lekh Pass (16,750') to Taklukot. 

9- 6-45. Taklakot or Purang (ca 12,700'). 

10- 6-45. Eangung (ca 14,800'). 

11- 6-45. Sekang (ca 15,800'). 

12- 6-45. Sekang. 

18-6-45. Ngayeze (ca 15,800')—S-W shore of Lake Manasarowar. 

14- 6-45. Halt at Ngayeze 

15- 6-45. Chheting or Tsering Madang (15.000')—8 miles up W 

shore of Manasarowar. Camp by Tseti Tso. 

16- 6-45. Jiu Gompa (15,000') North end of Manasarowar. Camp 

by Ganga Chhu—^the channel connecting Manasarowar 
with Bakhas Tal. 

17- 6-45. Barkha (ca 15,100'). 

18- 6-45. Tarchan (ca 15,500^ S of Mt. Kailas. 

19- 6-45. Diripu or Diraphuk (ca 16,700')—N of Mt. Kailas* 

19- 6-45. Halt at Diraphuk* 

20- 6-45. Zunthulphuk (16,000')—E of Mt. Kailas, beyond Dolma 

La Pass 18,600'. 

^2-6-45. Halt at ZQnthulphvik. 

23-6-45. PelCmg Y5ina (ca 16,000')—side valley on N edge of 
Barkha Plain. 

^4-6-45. Ding Tso Lake (ca 15,200')—-at N-E corner of Manasaro¬ 
war. 

25- 6-45. Halt at Ding Tso. 

26- 6-46. Kyangma (ca 16,300')—^near 8 edge of Barkha Plain. 

27- 6-46. Lha Chhu (ca 15,200')-—Barkha Plain west of Barkha. 
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28- 6-45. Lejandak (ca 15,000') also pronounced Lalentbak. On 

S edge of Barkha Plain with a sprawling arm of 
Bakhas Tal, along the base of the low bare hills, 
and with tundra belt bordering it. 

29- 6-45. Chhamersila (ca 15,000'—^pronounced Chhu-mi-shila). 
80-6-45. Gemoshisa (ca 15,100')—overlooking Gyanima Tso (lake) 

ca 3 miles to S. 

1- 7-45. Gyanima Mandi or Khurkho (14,900')—with many square 

miles of tundra bog around Gyanima Tso. 

2- 7-45. Gyanima Chhakra (14,900'). 

3-7-45. Shelekhookar—across Chhakra La or Chuppu La (ca 
15,000') N to S. 

4- 7-45. Mapcha Chhungo (ca 14,400')—source of Mapcha or 

itarnali Biver. 

5- 7-45. Bonam (ca 13,400')—on left bank of Karnali Bivei. 

Down the Harkang ‘lumbo’ (or river valley) luxuriant 
Doma on both banks of stream. Bubythroats nesting 
here in such abundance that I named it Calliope 
Valley. Also P. affinis. About 5 miles above its junc¬ 
tion with the Karnali, i.e. from about 13,800' down¬ 
wards, Saxicola torquata re-appeared, now mostly 
accompanied by squamated young ex*nest. 

6- 7-45. Taklakot. Eoute N to S all down the left bank of the 

Karnali. 


NOTES ON BIEDS OBSERVED IN THE MANASAROWAR-KAILIS 
REGION OF W. TIBET 8 JUNE TO 8 JUTA' 1945 

The Tibetan Raven. Corvus corax Ubetanus Hodge. 

In small numbers—sporadic solos and pairs—scavenging in the precincts of 
monasteries or shepherds’ encampments and ’goat-traip’ halting stations. High¬ 
est met: 16,700 ft. (Diraphuk, north of Kailas). In overhead flight the remiges 
look slate coloured, boldly set of! by the jet black underwing coverts. Has a 
high-pitched voice. Its caws sound very like the call of the Tibetan Tern 
—Kreettk—and they are varied by a soft Pruk-pruk etc. like a wooden cattle 
bell. Altogether quite an elegant performance lor one of the tribe 1 

[Taklftkot, Barkha, Darchan. September 1932 F. Ludlow.] 

The Yetiow-bilM Chough. Pyrrhocorax graculus. 

The only examples seen were a couple at 16,000 ft. just across the Lipu 
Lekh Pass, in the main Himalayan range. In the mountain ranges further 
north, e.g. hfandhata and Kailas, it appears to be completely replaced by the 
next species. 

. [Not seen in W. Tibet. September 1932 F. Ludlow.] 

The Red-billed Chough. Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax. 

Not uncommon but sporadic. Mostly pairs in early June, family parties 
oarly Jply. Young birds have brownish-red bill and pinkish gape. On cliffs, 
about cultivation and monasteries, by shepherds' encampments and goat-train 
bivouacs. Highest met: 18,000 ft. (near Dolma La, Kailis). Once a flock of 
over 50 attending large herd of Kyang miles out on the bare Barkha Plain. 
Call: a shrill cawing ChiaoWf chiaow etc. An adult pair with two full-fledged 
juveniles observed retiring to roost in crevice of cliff--evidently nest-site«-at 
sunset while still very light. 

[Lipu Lekh, Taklakot, Darchan. September 1932 F. Ludlow.] 
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Ihmie’f Qromid Chongli. P$eudopodoce8 humUis Hume. 

Quite common, genetally in pairs or family parties of 4 or 6. Certainly one 
of the commonest birds in the MftnasarOwar-Barkha area. Highest met: ea 
16,000 ft.-*—i.e. the limit of furze growth. Evidently commencing to breed early, 
Frequents screes or stone littered gentle hummocks and lower hillsides in pre* 
ferenoe to the bare open plain. Partial to the side valleys opening on the 
Barkha Plain, and here to dry. watercourses with steep outscoured earth banks. 
Hops about amongst loose littered stones, pulling them over with its curved bill 
or dinging vigorously for insects. Mounts a stone every little while, or occa¬ 
sionally a furze hedgehog, to bob violently a couple of times like a chat, but 
standing upright and not ducking its head. General appearance very like the 
Mountain Finch (Montijringilla n, adamsi) with the same colour pattern of tail 
—white outside feathers, brown middle ones—^but no white wing bar. Twitches 
tail open laterally every now and again, and also shivers wings, especially while 
bobbing. The flicker of the white tail feathers in the distance is often the only 
indication of the bird's presence in its obliterating environment. Progresses 
on the OTOund with an upright carriage in long hops, bouncing like a rubber 
ball. When rummaging or digging among the stones, and also in flight (when 
the tail is spread exhibiting the white-and-brown pattern,) the bird reminded 
me strongly on the Large Grey Babbler {Argya maloolmt). The likeness is 
heightened by the slightly cui-ved bill and the darkish lores. In other ways the 
bird is reminiscent of the Wood Shrike {Tephrodornis pondiceriana). Calls: 
The Chip-cheep cheep cheep cheep commonly uttered, is very like call of the 
Yellow-eyed Babbler (Chrysomma sinensis). There is a slight pause after the 
initial chip; the rest of the notes are quick-repeated. It also has a feeble 
whistling note like that of the Spotted Munia, but more prolonged. 

Nesting: Nests in holes in earth banks, self excavated. One nest (22 June) 
was at the end of a horizontal straight tunnel in a steep earth bank 4 ft. long, 

and 8 in. in diameter. The tunnel ended in a widened chamber 9 to 10 in. 

across. The neat itself was an enormous pad of sheep's wool on a foundation 
of green moss and weighed over IJ lb. It contained a clutch of 6 eggs, slightly 
incubated, immaculate white with translucent pinkiness, longish ovals only 
slightly narrower at one end. They measured; 23.6x17, 23x17, 24x17, 
24x16.5, 24x16, 23.5x17 mm. At another nest containing young (24 June) 
both parents were observed entering with food and removing packets of faeces. 

The bird does not alight outside the nest-hole before entering but 'helicopters* 
into it directly, vibrating its w'ings rapidly as it approaches the hole. For 

photographs the hole had to be temporarily blocked with a stone. 

From much in its general get-up, habits and behaviour I should not be 

greatly surprised if a proper anatomical study revealed the correct taxonomical 
position of this bird to be in the Family Timahidae (Babblers). 

[Darchan, Diraphuk. September 1932. F. Ludlow.] 

The Rock Nufhatch. Sitta neutnayer. 

I bad a distant fleeting glimpse of a bird at 18,090 ft.—below Dolma La 
Pass—which may have been either this or Tichodroma. I set down the record 
here for what it is worth. 

The Well Creeper. Tichodroma muraria. 

A pair observed on steep conglomerate crags flanking the river .at Taklakot 
(13,000 ft.). The flight consists of flap—pause (with wings clo8ed)--flap—pause, 
and so on; very butterfly like. In the distance, in uncertain light, general 
appearance confusingly like Kock Nut-hatch, both when creeping up a rock- 
face and on the wing. 

The Brown Dipper. Cinclus pallaeii, 

A single bird on Karnali Eiver at B6nam, 6-7-45. 

The Whlte-^brennled Tipper. Cinclus cinclus, 

A solo on the pertly frozen Lha Chhu at Diraphuk GO,700 ft.), and a pair 
in copula at ZunthQlphuk (16,000 ft.)—both in the Kailas Eange. 
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Tbe Colimd Bull Cbrt- Satckola tarquata. 

'■t>Bberv«d at (oa 16,800 ft.—S.W. shore of ManasatOwar), in the 

Harking Valley (between 18 and 14,000 ft.) and a KOnam. Numerous in 
Harkang VaUey. Chiefbr on and about water-logged ground. With • squamated 
Wobbly flying j^ung in first week of July. 

■' tSpecimen.' fron; *Bugong* (? Bangung) 6 September. S'.t. przewalskii F, 
Ludlow.] 

The Tibetan Desert Chat. CEnanthe desertt [oreopfiila (Oberholser)]. 

Observed at Taklakot, Toyo, Gurla Pass, Gossnl Gompa, (W shore of 
Manasarowar), Lejandak, Ding Tso, Kharkho, Gyamiua Chbakra. Highest ca 
16,600 ft. 

Not noted at all on Kumaon side of Lipu Lekh, from Almora. 

Solos and pairs. Sporadic but frequent. Keeps to stony hummocks and 
hillsides covered with sparse furze bushes. Male has a pretty little song: 
Teee-ti-ti-ti repeated monotonously all day long in the vicinity of the nest, from 
a stone or on the wing. Occasionally hnvers about 50 ft. up for over 6 seconds, 
and sings. Particularly favoured nest sites are in among the cairns of Mani 
stones and in the old piled-up clods of earth and turf which compose tlie walls 
of the seasonal mandis or market places, e.g. at Kharkho, and Gyaniina 
Chhakra. Nest: a cup of mosses and goat hair etc. neatly lined with sheep’s 
wool, ca in. in diam. Several broods of woobbly-flying, stub-tailed 
juveniles—3 in each case—^fed and fussed over by parents in last week of June 
and first week of July. When a nest with young was approached the female 
kept flitting about excitedly, wagging her tail up and down and uttering Chuch- 
phrr presumably in warning to the young. She repeatedly attacked and drove 
off the male from the proximity when the nest was being searched for, as if 
apprehensive of his giving away the position. 

[Often seen between Manasarow^ar and Gartok. Sept. 1932 P\ Ludlou] 

The Eastern Indian Redstart'. PhoenicuTUs ochruros Irufiventris (Vieillot) ? ]. 

Observed at Darchan, Diraphukh, Zunthulphuk, Pehlng Yoma, Chhuraer- 
sila, Gyanima Chhakra, Sheleyiookar. Highest 18,000 ft. Pa ^s. Scattered, 
but locally numerous. Nesting in stone and boulder littered country at the 
base of mountains in Lha Chhu Valley and elsewhere’ in Kailds range. Nests : 
cups of goat and yak hair—in holes in steep outscoured conglomerate or crumb¬ 
ling earth banks in side valleys opening on Barkha Plain. Found many nests 
with eggs or young—^mostly 3. Wobbly, stub-tailed juveniles about in first 
week of July. One nest on ground among exposed roots of furze bush over¬ 
hanging steep eroded earth bank of stream. Two nests at Zunthulphuk within 
10 yards of each other watched for over an hour and a curious state of affairs 
noted. Both nests contained young but in one only a female was feeding, in 
the other only a male. Although these nests were in such close proximity and 
the birds frequently within a few feet of each other outside the nest—sometimes 
with food in bill, sometimes without—^there was no rivalry of any sort observed. 
May it be that both the nests belonged to one and the same pair and that the 
male had taken over incubation in the first nest while the female laid again 
in the second? I cannot think of another explanation. 

The race here is evidently rufiventns with practically no grey fringes to the 
black feathers of the upper parts. However, a specimen obtained by Ludlow 
at Bdkhas Tal, Sept. 1932, is identified as P.d. phoerticuroides. Phoenicurus 
erythrogaster grandis (Gould). Guldenstadt’s Eedstart. 

* Common on the KailSs circuit between 16,000 and 18,000 ft.* September 
1982. F. Ludlow. 

The Riihythroat. Calliope pectoralis 

Observed at Sekang, Ngayeze, Sbelekhookar, Mfipcha Chhungo, KSnain. 
Nowhere in the Kailds eircuit or north of the Barkha Plain. 

Commonly nesting in furze bushes in the environs of lakes, streams, and 
Hundra* bogs. Numerous globular or dome-shaped nests of grass with lateral 
^trance, low down within furze hedgehogs, with eggs or newly hatched young 
(normally 8), in first half of June, Wobbly stub-tailed juveniles in 1st we^ 
of July. Bggs very handsome bluish-green or deep sea-green. Both sexes f^d 
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the young. All the birds I met were very^ shy and circumspect when approach¬ 
ing nest with eggs or young. The male sings constantly from the top of a 
furze bush in the proximity of the nest. The song is very similar to that of 
the Pied Bush-chat, and of 3 or 4 seconds' duration. It is repeated almost 
without a break—to the point of monotony—^for half to one hour at a time. The 
singing stance is also as in that bird: tail loosely depressed, wings partly droop¬ 
ing at the sides. In one instance the singing day commenced' «04.10 and 
ended 20.30 hours, v^hen the condition of the light was about the same as at 
start—almost dark. While singing, the brilliant ruby throat-patch scintillates 
catching the light at different angles in a remarkable way. 

My motes make no mention of the white moustachial streak that distinguishes 
the Tibetan species tschehaiewu I hardly think that such a prominent feature 
if present could have been overlooked, especially with binoculars and at close 
range. Therefore I feel that the birds I met were not tsehehaiewi although 
this is the form recorded from liadakh and the Gyantse neighbourhood. It is 
unfortunate that no specimens could be secured. A (S and 9 . obtained by 
Ludlow at Menga (14,300 ft.) further west, oni Sept. 16, 1932 were identified 
as tsehehaiewi. 

The Blue Rock Thrush. Monticola solitaria. 

Observed at Taklakot, Toj^o, Gemoshisa. 

Uncommon. Only 3 or 4 solos and 2 or 3 pairs sporadically during entire 
trek. One carrying food for young to rocky hillside, 30-6-45. The song of the 
male is rather like the Kubythroat’s but longer and richer—with more of the 
thrush quality. In the breeding season it has a habit of singing as it volplanes 
gracefully along the contours of a cliff, very like a child’s paper aeroplane. 

1 he Robin Hedge-Sparrow. Prunella rubecuhidcs. 

Observed at Lipu Lekh Pass, Sekang, RangCing, Tarchan, Liraphuk, 
fiunthulphuk. Highest 17,000 ft. Pairs in and about furze patches in the 
neighbourhood of snow-fed streams and tundra bogs. Tame and confiding. 
Hops about on ground like House-Sparrow, picking up food. Call: a feeble 
Tiltltli. 

Breeding general in first half of June. Nest: a grass-lined hollow on the 
mound forming the core of a furze ‘hedgehog*, well concealed within the bush. 
This appeared to be the most usual site. One nest was placed in a hollow in 
the bank of a partially frozen stream. C/3 was the norm, the eggs being of 
the typical hedgesparrow blue, unmarked and very handsome. 

The Qarfawal Hedge-Sparrow. Laiscopus collaris whymperi, Stuart Baker. 

Specimens obtained on Lipu Lekh by F. Ludlow, 2 Sept. 1932. 

Tickeira Willow-Warbler. Phylloscopus affinis (Tickell). 

Observed at Sekang, Ngaydze, Tarchan, Zunthiilphuk, Pelung Yoma, 
Shelekhookar, Mipcha Chhungo, Ednam. Highest 16,000 ft. 

Abundant in dense furze facies especially on gentle lower slopes of hills 
flanking stream valleys, e.g. Harkang ‘lumbo’ and Mapeha Chhungo. In 
pairs, and breeding freely everywhere throughout June and first week of July 
(after which I left Tibet.). 

Males sing constantly from bush tops: a loud Pick—pick (or only a single 
pick) whiw-whiw-whiw^chiw. Nest a ball of grass ca 6 in. X 4 in. with lateral 
opening near top, lined with soft feathers. Placed up to 2 ft. up in a furze 
bush. Norm c/4. Eggs of 2 types: (1) Pure immaculate white, (2) white 
sparsely stippled with rust-red especially at broad end. Average measurements 
of 6 eggs 16x12.6 mm. Numerous nests contained eggs in second week of 
June, and newly hatched chicks in first week of July. During the latter period 
also many wobbly juverdlea were on the wing. • 

Both parents feed the young, and are circumspect when approaching the 
nest. In one case feeding continued till 20.30 hrs.—when almost dark. 

(‘Obtained on the Lipu Lekh at 12,600 ft. and noted at Darchan* F. Ludlow 
Sept. 1982.] “ ' ^ 
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Hw Rosy Pftitur. Pastor roseus Linn. 

A solitary straggler-—adult in jperfect summer dress—was observed amiBg 
gazing pomes on lush grassland in the Karnali river valley» between T^o 
village and TakldkOt, 6-7-1946. This was the only example met with during 
the entire trip. 

The Great Rese^Pincb. Carpodacus ruhicilla. 

Observed at Bala (ca 14,000 ft.) near Lipu Lekh Pass. 

Quite common. Singly or in pairs on stone littered open ground. 

[Ludlow obtained a specimen of severtzovi on Lipu Lekh and noted it as 
.oommon at Taklakdt and Barchan. Sept. 1932] 

The Red-breasted Rose-Ploch. Pyrrhospiza punicea. 

Observed at Tarchan, Lejandak, Pala. Highest ca 16,600 ft. 

Occasional pairs on bare rugged hillsides. Not common. 

The Pink-brow ed Rose-Piocb. Propasser rhodochrous. 

Observed only at P^a, ca 14,000 ft.—A flock. 

The Goldfinch. Garduelis caniceps. 

Observed only on the return journey from G-yanima, 6 to 8 July, between 
Harkang (13,500 ft.) and Taklakot (13,000 ft.). In pairs, and fairly common. 
The period of its appearance and its varying local abundance seemed to be 
•closely correlated with the sprouting after winter and varying local flowering 
of the Thistle on the seeds of which it was constantly feeding. 

Ludlow observed Goldfinches at Taklakot in Sept. 1933, but took no speci¬ 
mens. 

The Twite. Acanthis flavirostris. 

Observed at Sekang, Chhfimersila, Shclckhookar, Bon am. Highest ca 
16,000 ft. 

In parties of 6 to 8 on screes and stony hillsides. B>'tween 18 and 14 
thousand feet appeared to be its optimum zone. Easily distinguished from 
other similar finches by its slender build and bill, pale pink rump (especially in 
the male), distinctly forked tail, and the twite-twite uttered in flight. 

Ludlow found the race ladacensis common about Taklfikot in Sept. 1932. 

The Gold-frooted Pinch. Meiaponia pusilla. 

Observed only at Taklakot both when I passed through in the first w^eek of 
June and on my return visit in the Ist week of July. Parties in June, pairs in 
July, on open shingle screes. Utters a feeble but sharp tree-tree and also a 
musical chiririri. 

[Noted at Taklakot, Sept. 1932. P. Ludlow.] 

The ffottse-Sparrow. Passer dormsticus. 

Observed only at Taklakot (13,000 ft.) and Toyo village, which might be 
•called its suburb. None in the gompas or monasteries in the Mfinasarowar- 
Kailas circuit. 

A number are said to spend the winter in the Taklakot monastery situated 
on a liilltop about 600 ft. above the mandi. In early June while the mandi was 
etill largely deserted I found fair numbers of sparrows occupying holes in the 
thatching of the monastery buildings. In July when the mandi was more or 
less tenanted by traders, sparrows were in much greater abundance here. 
Some of the birds bad doubtless come down from the monastery, but the large 
numbers suggested that others had immigrated from elsewhere. They were 
nesting freely in the shop buildings in early July. Also noted in Sept. 1983 by 
Ludlow. Bace parkini (^bactrianus.) 

The Tree Sparrow. Passer montanue. 

One very doubtful and tmeonfinned sight record from the monastery at 
!Farchan (16,600 ft.) on a stony treeless hillside 1 
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fkc (Tttdn) Mmtall FImIi. Pringillauda hrandit haematopyga (Gould). 

Observed et Ngifty^zg, Biraphuki ChhumerBila, Gy&nima Maudi, Pala. 
Highest ea 17,000 ft. Frequent flocks on scree fans and stony hillsides all 
along the Kailas parikrama, Large numbers at water^s edge on the S>W 
shore of Mdaasarowar lake and on adjacent bogs, hopping or running about— 
looking very like stints in the distance—picking up seeds (presumably) washed 
up by the ripples. Swnetimes only one or two individuals, at others dense 
flocks of 50 or more. No sign of breeding activity noted up to 2nd. week of 
July. Ludlow collected specimens on (he Lipu Lekh and at Bakfias Tal, and 
observed it on the Kailas circuit. Sept. 1932. 

Stoliczka’s Mountain Finch. Fringillauda nemoricola [altatca (Evcrsm.)] 

Observed only at Pala (ca 14,000 ft.—^near Lipu Lekh Pass). Fairly coriimon. 
Small parties on bare stony hillsides and scree fans. 

An ad, and juv. were collected by Ludlow on the Lipu Lekh in Sept. 1932. 

The Tibet Ssow-Finch. Montifring ilia mvalis adanut Adams. 

Observed at Pala, TakUkot, Ngayeze, Nyandi, Diraphuk and all along the 
Kail&s circuit; Mapclia Chhungo. Highest 17,000 ft. 

Fairly common. Pairs, on open scree fans, stony ground about base of hills 
and snow patches. Breeding in June and July. Many entering or leaving 
holes in clay clitfs or burrows of voles and mouse-hares. Coinmonly seen flying 
■with beakfuis of insects collected mostly at edge of water. 

Ludlow obtained specimens—1 ad., 1 juv.—near Taklakot. Sept. 1932. 

The Red-necked Soow-Floch. Monttfringilla ruficoUis Blauford. 

Observed at Kyangraa (Barkha Plain), Lojandak, Gyanima Maiidi—all at 
ca 15,000 ft. Fairly common locally. In pairs on o^ien gravel plain. Nesting 
in numbers in burrows of mouse-hares {Ochotona). Many part-fledged nou- 
flying young sitting about outside burrows on hole-riddled ground, being fed by 
parents, in the last week of June. Other adults still collecting feathers for 
nest-lining at end of June. The birds apparently livt\ on terms of amicable 
‘Co-prosperity’, with the rats. A juvenile male caught outside a rat hole with 
rectrices and remiges in qiull, had pale rose-piuk imdertail coverts. Iris grey- 
brown, bill ivoiy yellow, legs and feet slaty black. 

Blanford’8 Saow-Fincb. Montifnugilla hlanfordi Hume. 

Observed at Ibug Tso (N.E. of Manasarowar) ca 1.5,000’. 

Frequent. In pairs and evidently breeding. Seen by F. Ludlow^ at 
Barkha, & Bept. 1932. 

The Hovie Martin. Mariula dattypus. 

Observed at Konain and Toyo, ca 13,500 ft. A few hawking in Harkang 
‘lurnbo’ (river valley) and over Karnali river near Toyo village, 5 & 6 July. 
Not met with anywhere in June. 

Ludlow also saw it at Taklakot in Bept. 1932, but did not collect siieeimens. 

Sand Martin. Hiparia riparia. 

Observed at Jin Gompa, Barkha, Lejandak—all ca 15,000 ft. 

Uncommon. Sporadic pairs near streamy or small pools flanked by earth 
banks where presumably nesting. White or almost white on lower abdomen. 
Identity uncertain. 

The Crag Martin- Uiparia rupeHrU (Scop.). 

Observed at Lejandak (S edge of Barkha Plain) ca 15,000 ft. and Toyo 
(near Taklbkdt) 18,000, Uncommon. Pairs about cliffs flanking streams. On 
6 July a pair "were collecting mud at the edge of Karnali Biver near Toyo and 
building about a hundred feet up on a rock face. 

Taklakot, Sept. 1989. F, Ludlow! 

7 
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IMfUm’i NM-Wtftell. MotaciUa alba alboiHt MoAg«i»'y‘ ».■'i . 

Observed only at TalSkot (18,000 ft.). Ludlow ooUacted a apecimen nwr 
Zorftwar Singh's tomb at Bngong in Sept. 1989. ^Appai’entiy tha 

breeding bird on the plateau.* A pair, both with gwy backs in¬ 

stead of black, was also observed a month later in the same locality on the 
Kam&li Biver and put down in my notes as Af.a. personata. This, however, 
must be accepted w'ith reserve in view' of Meinertzhagen’s categorical statement 
in the Ibis (1927) that Osmaston’s record of persomta in Ladakh must ‘with¬ 
out doubt’ refer to alboides, Osmaston’s list (from sight) omits alboidesy and 
Meinertzhagen who collected specimens never came across j>^f8onuta there t 

Ludlow obtained a specimen of personata at Gartok, farther west in this 
area, on 24 Sept. 1982, presumably a migrant according to him. 

The Yellow-headed Wagtail. Motacilla citreoUt. 

Observed at Sekang, Ngayeze, Gyaninia Clihakra, Bonain. Highest ca 
16,800 ft. 

Not common, but pairs frequent on water meatlous and bogland. Males 
yellow*headed, black-backed; females grey-backed, with yellow' forehead and 
superoihum. Evidently breeding. 

Anthus sp; Pipit. 

Ludlow^ obtained a specimen on the shores of BakJias Lake on G September 
1932, regarding which Whistler remarks ‘J do not feel quite happ\ about this 
bird—it seems to be either campestrts or theimopimus^ and I should have said 
the latter only the hind claws are so short*. Ludlow had put this down in 
his held note book as Anihus nchatdi. He obtained specimens of this same 
pipit m Sept, and Oct. 1988 on the Phari-Gyantse road (Ibis 1987, p. 481) and 
also in S.E. Tibet in the autumn of 1986 and 1988 (Ibis 1941, p. 808). All these 
birds w^ere fat and appeared to be on migration. 

Eiwes'i Homed Lark. Eremophila alpcHris elwesi (Blanford). 

Observed everywhere except at Diraphuk (N. of Kailas). 

Without doubt the most characteristic and abundant birl species on the 
bare, stony plateau at about 16,000 ft. altitude. In pairs, and breeding plenti¬ 
fully in June. Numerous nests with eggs or young seen, normally c/2 or c/3. 

The eggs are brownish pale grey or greyish-stone colour, heavily but finely 
splashed all over with brown, more densely at the broad end. They measure 
24-26 mm. x 17-18 iniii. The hatchlings are covered with sparse yellowish- 
W'hite down. 

The nest is a round cup-Uke depression anywhere on the open feaftireless 
plain, neatly lined with soft grass and sheep’s wool, measuring about 8 in. 
across by 1.5 to 1.75 in, deep. 

The male has a feeble squeaky song of disjointed strophes, usually uttered 
from a stone, rather of the volume and quality of some Willou-Warbler’s sou ^. 
Both parents feed the young and attend to the nest sanitation, hut what [»art 
if any the male takes in iucubation I was unable to determine. 


The Long-billed Ca la odra Lark. MelanocorypUa maxima Blyth. 

Observed at Sekang, Ngayeze, Ding Tso, Gyanima Tso—all ca 15,060 ft 
Fairly common and abundant on tundra bogs on the edge of lakes and’ snow- 
fed sfreams. Breeding was in progress during June. Birds carrying’ nest 
material or constantly chasing one another around were noted at Manasardwar 
When pursuing a rival the bird flies low with a slow, deliberate tlappinff of it^ 
wings. When alighting after the intruder has been driven off the wiLs , 
held motionless in a wide V above the back and the tail spread but ahfc/Tnl 
the white outer feathers prominently. The song, usually uttered from a *Cmn* 
in a bog, is a series of broken or disjointed strophes in which imitations ntiL 
calls of other birds e.g. the tew-tew-tew of the Bedshank and the fee-W 
of the going-away Green Sandpiper are skilfully interlarded. In the lafLr 
it would be interesting to know where the bird picked up tlie notes since the 
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Grreen Sandpiper does not occur in these j>art8/ While singing are 

and exoiteidtj twitched open and closed, the, tail partially cocked and 

bird turns lightly from side to side. Occasionally a few bars are also sung 
oh the wing. 

The nest is a cup-like depression on a water-girt or partially spongy ‘hump’ 
in a bog, lined with green grass. The eggs—normally 3—are olive-cream in 
colour densely bbtdied with brown almost concealing the ground colour. Two 
measured 28.x 20 and 26 x 21 mm. One nest (on 27 June) contained 8 chicks 
about 8 days old partly in down and partly buff-tipped black feathers, with 
wings and tail in quill. Gape yellow. Inside moitth bright reddish-orange, 

with 8 black tongue-epots, one at apex and one each on either side of it. Mouth 

very conspicuous when chicks lying doggo with bill open. Warning pattern? 

The Tihetaa Skylark. Alauda guUjula Ihamarum Meinertzh. 

Observed at Taklakot and environs, including Toyo—between 13,000 and 
13,500 ft. local. Fairly plentiful in the barley and gram cultivation around 
villages. Soaring, singing and chasing rivals during June. Frequently a 
dozen or more up in the air and singing simultaneously. On completion of the 
song it descends steeply in spirals or in ‘falling leaf’ style, wings motionless 
and often held in a wide V above the back in a manner reminiscent of our 
Bed-winged Bush Ijark (Mirafra erythroptera). Many birds were feeding 
young in the first week of July. 

Ludlow found it common near Taklakot in Sept. 1932 and obtained a speci¬ 
men at Bugong. 

The Ruioiit Short-teed Lark. CalandreUa brachydaciyia duklmnensis. 

Ludlow obtained specimens at Bakbas Tal in Sept. 1932, and found it 
abundant between Bakhaa Tftl and Gartok, in fiocks. 

The Sbort-toed Urk. Calandrella acutirosfris. 

Observed throughout except about Diraphuk (N or Kailds). The second 
commonest and most abundant bird species in this part of Tibet. It loves 
open stony and shingly wastes and was most plentiful, in pairs, on the Barkha 
Plain where breeding was in full swring during June. Although it nests on the 
same sort of gravelly flat ground as the Homed Lark, I noted the nests to be 
as a rule less distant from water than in that species. The adults resort re¬ 
gularly to bogs and the water’s edge e.g. at Manasardwar, Ding Tso, Gyanima 
Tso, to collect insects for their youug. 

Its usual note is a sharp trri. The male occasionally soars wanderingly and 
sings an insipid song consisting Cor the most part of its own trri notes strung 
out disjointedly. The nest is very similar to that of the Horned Lark but 
smaller, measuring about 2.5 in. in diameter x 1.25 in. to 1.75 in. deep. Some¬ 
times it is quite unprotected and in the open, at others under a diminutive 
bush, c/d is the norm. The eggs are greyish-w^hite faintly stippled or 
splashed with pale brown somewhat more densely at the broad end where the 
markings Bometimes coalesce to form a distinct ring. Several measured w'ere 
22-23 X 16-16 mm. Many birds were feeding young in the first week of July. 

Ludlow obtained specimens at Bugong, and found it common everywhere iu 
September 1982. 

ThcHoepoe. Upupa epops subsp. 

I did not come across it at all in June-<Tuly, but in September Ludlow^ 
found it common eveiywhere, from the Lipu Lekh tt» Darchan, on the Kailas 
circuit and elsewhere m Western Tibet. 

The Swift. Micropus apus. 

Observed only at Toyo, 13,000 ft., 6-7-46: Several birds hawking about the 
conglomerate cliffs flanking the Karaali Biver. 


* Ludlow records it in his notes. 
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He Htrtetf Owl. Bubo bubo. 

Observed only near Jiu Oompa ca 15,000 tt. (N. of Mdiiasardwar). A solo 
sleeping in an oatscoured hollow in a steep clay bank of the Ganga Chnu near 
the hot springs, 16*6-45. 

The Little Owl. Athene noctua subsp. 

Ludlow saw a little owlet, ‘probably ludlowi' at Darchan in September 1982. 

The Himalayan Griffon Vnltnrc. Gyps himalayensis Hume. 

Observed only at Nyandi Gompa ca 16,000 ft., (W. of Kailds) a solo soaring 
high above the monastery, 19-6-46. 

The Lfimmerfeier or Bearded Valture. Gypaetus barhatus. 

Observed at Taklakdt, Tarchan, Oiraphfik. 

Uncommon. Occasional solos sailing round contours of cliffs etc. 

‘Seen between Lipu Lekh and Barchan’ F. Ludlow, Sept. 1932. 

The Kestrel. Falco tinmmculns. 

Observed at Ngayeze, Gossiil Gompa (W. shore of Manasarowar), Bing Tso, 
Gyanima Mandi. Sporadic solos. 

The Cherrng Falcon. 9 Falco cherrag. 

Observed at Lejandak, ca 15,000 ft. (6. edge of Barkha Plain). A solo on 
the wing at long range, 27-6-45. Identity not venheJ. 

Fagle. Aqutla rapax. 

Observed only at Kbarkho, ca 15,000 ft., 2-7-45. 

A solo in tundra bog by Gyanima Tso, chivvied and chased about by a pair 
of Brahminy Buck, General colouration blackish. Cere grey. No pale bar 
m tail. 

The Tawny Eagle. Aquila rapax. 

Observed only near Jiu Gompa ca 15.000 ft (N. shore of Manasarowar) 
16-6-46. Solo. Identity doubtful. 

Pallas’s Fishing Eagle. Haliaetus leucoryphu'i (Pall.). 

Observed at NgSyeze, Gossul Gompa, Zunthfilphuk, Bing Tso, Lha Chhu, 
Gyftnima Tso, Rakhas Th\. Highest 16,000 ft. Quite common and plentiful in 
the neighbourhood of the lakes. Usually seen singly perched inert on mounds 
around or in the midst of the adjacent marshes. At the N.E. end of Bing Tso 
over 20 birds were counted on an ares of perhaps as many acres, and 15 on 
another small tundra bog along the southern edge of Nal tJgro (the name of 
the northern section of Barkha Plain which extends eastward to Bing Tso). 
They all seemed to be well gorged most of the time. Except for a single in¬ 
stance I never saw any of the birds making the least effort to obtain food. On 
that occasion a bird caught a ffsh about 12 in. long. 

This eagle is doubtless only a summer visiter to these high elevation lakes. 
There are no trees here for it to nest in, and during winter food must be un¬ 
obtainable since all the waters become frozen. 

Ludlow only saw a single pair on the Ganga Chhs at Jiu on 7th Sept. (1982) 
which suggests that southward emigration may already have begun. 

The Bafgard. Buteo sp. ? 

Observed on Barkha Plain below Tarchan, ca 15,000 ft. 

A pair on ground by shepherds' encampment. General colouration chestnut. 
Head and neck pale-—almost huffy cream. Tail bully cream colour, as also a 
large round patch near tip of open wings, on the underside. 




Downy Chick of Tibetan Sanclgrouse Turkestan Rock Pigeons 
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Tift Tiurkfllaa Hill Pifemi. Columba rupestm turkestanica JButurlin. 

Observed at Taklfikot, Toyo, Ngftyeze, Gossul Gbmpa (W. shore of Mana-* 
sard war), Biraphuk, Ddlma La, Gyanima Mandi, Pala. Highest 18,600 ft 

Common locally about villages, cultivation and monasteries. Living in 
colonies on cliffs. Numbers were usually met with at all goat-train halting 
stations, feeding on the grain dropped out of the pannier packs. Also at the 

summit of w^ell-used mountain passes where grain is springled in thanksgiving 

by pious pilgrims. Its call is a high*pitched ‘cheeky* quick-repeated Gut-gut- 
gut-gutt reminiscent of Jerdon’s Imperial Pigeon (Duoula b, cuprea) of 
Southern India. 

This pigeon, easily distinguished from our familiar Blue Bock (C. livia) by 
its whitish underparts and the broad white bar across its tail, completely re¬ 
places livia trans-Himalaya. 

Ludlow noted it as common at Taklakot, and between Tarchan and Gartok. 
Sept. 1982. 

The Snow Pigeon. Columba leuconota. 

Only observed at Pala ca 14,200 ft. (near Lipu Pass) 8-7-45—a pair. « 

This species was otherwise completely absent trans-Himala^a. Liidlow' did 

not meet with it in Sept. (1932). 

The Tibetan Sandgrouse. Syrrhaptes tibetams Gould. 

Observed at Bangung, Sekang, Geinoshisa. Highest ca 15,000 ft. 

Not uncommon. In pairs or parties of 6 to 15 on bare gravelly plains and 
drinking at tundra-girt streams etc. Surprisingly tame, allowing approach 
w'ithin easy catapult range. Call: typical Sandgrouse but deeper and more 
musical—a pleasant loud koonk-koonk etc. in slightly varying keys, reminiscent 
of the Demoiselle Crane (Anthropoides virgo). Usually uttered on the wing. 
Ludlow found them in flocks of 20-30 and very tame, between Bakhas TM and 
Gartok—Sept. 1932. On 1 July a flock was come upon including a pair with 
3 (or 4?) juveniles in mixed down and feather plumage, about the size of Grey 
Quail. Swift runners. When approached, the parents and young isolated 
themselves and walked away from the rest of the dock. After submitting to 
encirclement by 3 people for over 5 minutes for photographs, the female sudden¬ 
ly apprehended danger and commenced doing the 'broken wing’ trick, fluttering 
piteously along the ground for over 20 yards away from the chicks. Upon this 
Ihe chicks immediately lay doggo and ‘froze*, becoming completely obliterated 
from view among the gravel though only a few feet away. They would have 
been quite easily lost if only one pair of eyes had been watching and that 
momentarily distracted by the adult’s antics. 

TheCbftkor. Alectorh graeca chuhar, 

Ludlow obtained specimens near Taklakot in the first w^ek of September 
(1932). 

Tbe Slow Cock, Tetraogallus sp? 

Heard in the Kail&s Bange near Diraphuk at ca 17,000 ft. (19-6-45) and on 
the rugged crags above Sheiekhookar ca 16,000 ft. (4-7-45). 

4 birds shot by Ludlow in the Sazi La, farther to the west, in Sept. (1982) 
are T. t. tihetanus, 

Tift Blftck*aeclie4 Gnwe* Grus nigrkollis Przewalski. 

Observed at Ding Tso, Lejandak Tso, Gyanima Tso (Kharkho)—all ca 
15,000 ft. Frequents tundra bogs around the margin of lakes. In pairs during 
June and early July, and breeding. Pairs prancing and leaping widely and 
bowing to each other exactly as in the Sarus Crane. Voice and trumpeting 
calls also very similar to that bird’s, only somewhat higher pitched. 

A nest consisting of a few reeds spread out, with a single fresh egg, was 
found on 25 June on ft spongy grass-covered hump^floating islet^in the broad 
belt of bog on the N. edge of Ding Tso lake. The egg is greenish-grey or olive- 
grey in emour with rough splodges of faint reddish-brown all over, more densely 
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at the broad end. It measures 107x66 mm. Its conteQt|» equ^l .t(p;%bQUt 6 
fowl’s eggs, were delicious scrambled and provided a welcome change from 
the eternal dal and ricel 

The BremifccaM Ml. Larus hrunnicephalus Jerdon. 

Observed at Ngaj&se, Tseti Tso (W. shore of Manasarowar), Ganga Chhu 
(near Jiu Gompa), Barl^a, Ding Tso, Lha Chhu, Gyfinima Tso (Khftrko)-Hsll 
between 15,000 and 15,£|00 ft. 

Fairly common and in full brown^headed summer plumage. About 60 pairs 
nesting in an inaccessible part of bog along the eastern shore of Ding Tso Xiake, 
25-6-45. Bach nest was a separate raised mound of grass etc. above watmr level 
and a few feet away from its neighbour. Now mostly with eggs. Several 
pairs were also nesting in a similar marsh about Gyanima Tso, 2 July. 

On Tseti Tso I noted a single example of a smaller gull without brown 
bead which looked exceedingly like the Black-headed (L. ridibundus) and had 
the colour pattern of that species in the i;vlng. 

Seen on Bakhas Tfil in Sept. (1932) by Ludlow. 

% 

The Tibetan Tern • Sterna hirundo tibetana Saunders. 

Observed at Bangung, Ngayeze, Tseti Tso, Barkha, Ding Tso, Gyanima Tso 
(Khiirko), Taklakdt. 

In small numbers at all waters and marshes on tlie plateau, beating up and 
down and occasionally plunging in for f(»od. Pairs chivvying Black-necked 
jCranes and a man approaching a particular islet in Ding Tso, 25-6-46. Un¬ 
doubtedly breeding, but no nest discovered. Its call is a harsh hreeak or SEAC 
very like the croak of the Tibetan Baven. 

Mftnasardwar and Bakhas Tal in Sept.! F. Ludlow. 

The Oyatercatcher. Haematoptm ostralegus, 

T saw, to my surprise, an Oysterca-tcher at Bugoiig on 6 September* (1932) 
F Ludlow, 

The Pamirs Lesser Saad4^over. Charadrius mongohtfi {atrifrons Wagler). 

Observed at Sekang, Ngayeze, Tseti Tso, Ganga Chhu (near Jiu Gompa), 
Barkha, Pelung Ydma, Ding Tso, Gyanima Tso (Kharkho and Chhal^), 
Shelekhookarr-all between 14,500 and 15,500 ft. Common. Pairs on and about 
tundra bogs everywhere. Now in handsome breeding plumage with rust coloured 
breast, hind head and upper neck—^very different from the prosaic sandy brown 
garb in which we see it on the western seaboard in winter. Territorial rivalry 
and pre-nuptial chasing in progress. In this the birds ffy close above the ground 
on rapidly vibrating wings, uttering a peculiar hard Tk-tatrr-iatrrwhee, Some¬ 
times the ‘war cry^ is Tit-tiUtrr-trrwcet of the same quality as the call of the 
Indian Nightjar {Caprimulgus asiaticus). 

Several nests with c/3 found in June on dry stony ground beyond the fringe 
of marshes. The nest is merely an unllncd scrape. Eggs pale green to dark 
biscuit colour or khaki, stippled fairly evenly all over with reddish-brown (dry 
blood colour). The ‘broken wing’ trjck appears to be very popular with this 
species. 

Observed on the southern shores of Bakhas Tal, 6 Sept. (1932) by Ludlow. 

The Curlew. Numenius argmta subsp. 

‘Seen near Bugong on 6 September* (1932) F. Ludlow^ 

The Oreeii Si«dpipcr. Tringa ochrojms. 

Jiu, 7 Sept. 1232! F, Ludlow. 

The Redfliiak.. Tringa tetanus. 

Observed at Ding Tso, GySnima Tso (Kharkho)—<'a 15,000 ft. 

15 to 20 pairs on the former and at least 2 pairs on the lat{^, alP evidently 
breeding on the tundra* bog along the margins of the lakes. A nest (25 June) 
was a deepish scrape lined with grass on a flat grassy iskrt in Bing Tso, and 
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contained c/4. The egga were dralM^oloured with purplish-brown markings., 
They were surprisiiigly large fm* the size of the bird, being bigger than those 
of the Bed-wattled Lapwing. 

Tcnmlack*! Stiat. EroUa temminckiL 

Ludlow obtained a specimen at Bugong, 6 September (1902), 

The Bareheaded Qoeee. Aneer indicus Latham. 

Observed at Taklakot, Ngayeze, Tseti Tso, Bing Tso, Lha Chhu, Gyanima 
Tso (Kharkho)“~13 to 16,000 ft. 

Common, in fair numbers, at all lakes, large and small, frequenting the pools 
and shallows in and about the tundra bogs around their margins, hiestiug was 
general in June, and several pairs leading downy goslings. Breeding evidently 
commences early as by 30 June many fuil-dedged young of the year were already 
about in family parties. The nests are pads of down and feathers individually 
or several together a few yards apart, in a depression on the spongy semi¬ 
floating 'humps', usually in an inaccessible part of a marsh. The normal clutch 
was of 3 to 6, the eggs being ivory white in colour and thick-shelled. Two 
measured 81x67, 87x67 min. 

The Bar-head was reported by the locals to breed regularly in ver} large 
numbers on the islets known as Lachato and Topserma in the S. and W. of 
Kakhas Tal, but without a boat it W'as impossible for me to visit these places. 
In contrast to their well-known wariness in their winter quarters, the birds 
were amazingly tame and confiding here. At Tseti Tso 10 to 15 pairs w'ith 
perhaps as many Brahminy Bucks grazed unconcernedly on the grassy margin 
of the lake at sunset within 60 yards of our tents I The local Tibetans have 
a legend that the geese, having gorged themselves on rice during the winter 
months in the plains, have lost their voice (some say even sight) when they 
first arrive here in spring. Only after eating the salt in the vicinity of the 
sacred lake do they regain these senses and resume their normal "aan^-aang' 
calls. They say that the birds come flying in so thickly wing to wing, that if 
one of their number is shot dead he is borne along on the wings of his com* 
panions. The fatality is only discovered when the birds are alighting on 
Manasarowar! 

Bakhas Tal, Jiu and Barklia I Sept. 1932. F. Ludlow. 

The Qadwall. Anas acuta Linn. 

The Piotail. strepera Linn. 

Observed only at Ngayeze, 13-6-46. Several among a mixed flock of about 
60 duck keeping to a lagoon and mudspit on the S.\V\ shore of Manasarowar. 
Apparently not interested in breeding here. 

The Brabailay Dach* Casarca ferruginea (Vroeg). 

Observed at Sekang, Ngayeze, Tseti Tso, Ganga Chhu (near Jiu Gompa), 
Lha Chhu (near Birapukh and on Barkha Plain), Bing Tso, Lejandak Tso and 
'lumbo’ (stream valley), Gemoshlsa, Gyanima Tso (Kharkho), Shelckhookar— 
J6-17,000 ft. 

Common at all lakes. Also in flat boggy stream valleys flanked by high 
cliffs. Breeding in full swing during June, and many pairs leading downy 
young. Many deeding high up in holes in precipitous crags, in one case at least 
1,600 ft. above the level of the marshy valley bottom. How the flufly hatch¬ 
lings would be brought down to the water from this great height remained an 
intriguing questipn., It was a curious sight to see these ducks flying along the 
ragged contours and alighting on rock pinnacles high up on the mountainside— 
braving in fact very liae ro^-pigeons. 

On a ihingle bank by Manasarowftr lake a party were observed in some sort 
of communal (prenuptial?) ceremonies on 18-6-45. Individuals seemed to be 
chasing individuals on the ground^ and pairs pairs. The aggressive attitude was 
very vulture-like: neck craned forward stiffly bill to ground, wings drooped at 
sides, and tail spread open and depressed almost scraping the ground. : Tliese 
antics were 'accompainied by angry notes. They bad obviously something to 



30 » JOURNAL, BOMBAY NATURAL HIST. SOCIETY, Vol. 46 


do ^ with pair formation and approximated to the ‘Inoitemont X)i6play»' dee* 
(bribed Jby Heinroth (Die Vdffel mitteleuropest Vol. Ill p. 163) 

In September ( 1 ^) Lndlow found it common everywhere. 

The Qoesteder. Mergus merganser {orientalis Gould). 

Observed at Ngayeze, Lba Ohhu (at Nyandi W. of Mt. Kail&s, and on 
Barkha Plain)» Ziinthulpukh. Occasional solos or pairs on lakes and streams. 
No sign of breeding activity. 

The Great Crested Grebe. Podiceps cnstatu^. 

Observed at NgSyeze (Mauasarowar), Ding Tso, Gyaiiima Tso (Kharklio). 

Quite common. Nesting plentifully in June. Eggs. On a lagoon ( 8 .W. 
shore of Manasarowar) counted 8 nests with birds brooding in an area of less 
than 10 acres; 40 to 50 nests in another smaller area on the E. 8 h(»re of Ding 
Tso adjoining the breeding colony of Brown-headed Gulls. The nest is a 
collection of grass etc. on a floating or anchored mound of rubbish and weeds. 
Tn almost every case the sitting bird covered up the eggs with nest material 
before swimming aw’ay on my approach. 


BIRDS NOTED IN THE MAHASU-NARKANDA-BAGHI AREA 
OF THE SIMLA HILLS. 

BV 

N. F. FROME^ C.I.E., D.F.C., M.SC., M.B.O.U. 

A trek to Narkanda and Baghi, the latter some 50 miles further 
into the hills north-east of Simla, is nowadays quite popular with 
visitors to the Simla hills. Having had the opportunity during two 
successive years of making this enjoyable trip during the first fort¬ 
night of June, when on each journey detailed records of the birds 
seen were kept, an account of the species noted may be some value 
to others who visit Narkanda and Baghi just before the rains. 

The list given hereafter (which is by no means comprehensive 
but contains, it is believed, most of the commoner birds to be seen) 
refers only to the area from Mahasu (8,300 feet) six miles from 
Simla, to Narkanda (9,100 feet) on the main Hindustan-Tibet road 
and along the mule track to Baghi (8,850 feet) and Kadrala (8,900 
feet) 10 and 17 miles, respectively, further east of Narkunda. From 
Mahasu the first stage of 6 miles to Fagu (8,200 feet) is mostly in 
forest; the second stage of 5 miles to Theog (7,400 feet) traverses 
open scree covered hillsides and cultivated tracts; coniferous forest, 
steep hillsides and cultivation occur on the next 11 miles to Mattiana 
(7,700 feet). At Mattiana which is at the head of a long valley 
leading to the Giri watershed more ‘foothills* species seem to occur 
than elsewhere on the route. The ii-mile stage from Mattiana to 
Narkanda contains cliffs, ravines and stretches of denser forest. 
Between Narkanda and Baghi both the main Hindustan-Tibet road, 
continuing to Rampur in the Sutlej valley, and the branch path to 
Baghi skirt Mount Hathu through heavy pine and spruce forest 
with immense trees and precipitous hillsides. From Bagh[ to Kad¬ 
rala forest alternates with open hillsides and rocky ravines. As 
would be expected, therefore, a variety of tree and forest haunting 
birds as well as those which favour more open and cultivated hill 
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country may be seen. Of interest is the extent to which nominally 
‘plains’ species such as the House Sparrow, Common Mynah and 
Common Pariah Kite have penetrated the Simla Hills. 

An indication of the commonness of the various species in late 
May and early June in accordance with the frequency with which 
observed in the two successive years is included in the notes. 
Incidentally, throughout the area it was found that the best time 
to see and hear birds is as elsewhere, from just before sunrise 
until about ir.o a.m. and after that time late in the evening. 

Corvtts macrorhynchot. The Jungle Crow. 

Common throughout the whole area in all types of country. Seen up to 
10,000 feet. Even in secluded forest tracts, one or two of these birds soon 
appear to investigate the intruder’s food producing possibilities! 

Urociisa ineiaoocephila. The Red-billed Blue Magpie. 

Fairly common en route and common in the Narkanda and Baghi area where 
its ^kik‘kik-kik kuk-kuk-huk* call is frequently heard as well as a variety of 
other metallic alarm notes and calls. 

Urocista flavirostrii. The Yellow-billed Blue Magpie. 

Cncommon—seen only on (wo occasions in the Mahasu-Kufri ridge forest. 

OarmlttS laoceolatas. The Black-throated Jay. 

Not common—seen once near Mattiana. 

Qarmtat bifpecolaris. The Himalayan Jay. 

Grating calls are fairly often heard, but this bird needs to be looked for, 
when it may be seen in the forests up to Baghi usually slipping from bough to 
bough of a tree close to the trunk. 

Nucifraga caryocatactea. The Himalayan Nutcracker. 

Occasionally heard and seen en route; its noisy harsh calls and mewing 
cries commenting on every happening within its ken are especially evident in 
the Narkanda, Baghi and Kadrala forests where it is very common. 

Parua nooticolua. The Green-backed Tit. 

Fairly common and occurs at Narkanda, Baghi and Kadrala. Call;— 

—frequently heard. 

Lophophanea melaaolophas. I'he Crested Black Tit. 

Common in forests everywhere—in early June usu.Mlly to be seen collecting 
food for young. 

Lophapliaoea nifoaachalis. The .Simla Black Tit. 

Fairly common in the Baghi forests—a larger and darker edition of the 
Crested Black Tit. 

Lapbophaoca dichraaa. The Brown Crested Tit. 

Noted only in the Narkanda-Baghi forest and at Kadrala. It appears to be 
uncommon. 

AegitiMlIaciia coscioaaa. The Red-headed Tit. 

Not particularly common but noted at Mahasu, Theog, Mattiana and Baghi 
in the usual cheeping little parties. 

SItta Itlaialayaaaia. The White-tailed Nuthatch. 

Fairly common in the forest around Mahasu—not observed elsewhere* 
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Ountu: tXhgiiktiA. The White-throated Laughing Thrush* 

Not very common. Seen on Charabra hill near Mahasu. 

Trochalottcrmi erythroeepluattfli. The Red-headed Laughing Thrush. 

Noted only on the Mahasu-Kufrl ridge. A confirmed skulker. 

TrocfcalopteriMi variegahun. The Variegated Laughing Thrush. 

Common especially around Mahasu, Narkanda and Baghi. This bird also 
has the habit of ascending trees from bough to bough making itself evident 
with its loud whistle *pitt^we-whee-eef\ 

Trochalopteroo liaeatam. The Streaked Laughing Thrush. 

Common. Occurs in low scrub jungle throughout the whole area—seen up 
to 9,500 feet. Whistles *pit-weer* as well as having other squeaking and mur¬ 
muring notes. 

QraatmatOptila Itrlata. The Striated Laughing Thrush. 

Uncommon, A small party seen only on two occasions on the Mahasu-Kufri 
ridge. Harsh alarm note *oick oick oick okk . . .* and a whistling call which 
may be expressed *oh see saw oh whitey—oh whiic\ 

Leioptiia CApiftrata. The Black-headed Sibia. 

Fairly common in forest everywhere w'hcre its loud ringing whistle Ui-rce-ree 
ti-ree-ree-ree' is frequently heard. Occurs at Baghi. 

Ptenithios erytbropterus. The Red-wdnged Shrike Babbler. 

Uncommon. Seen on one or two occasions only in the Mahasu area. 

Molpaitei ieocogeays. The White-cheeked Bulbul. 

Fairly common—seen at Fagu, Theog, Mattiana, Narkanda and Baghi but 
not in the abundance of the Simla foothills. 

Certhia himalayaaa. The Himalayan Tree-Creeper. 

Common in forests up to 10,000 feet. Usually brings itself to notice by its 
thin piping note* 

Lilicinia bninaea. The Indian Blue Chat. 

Noted at Mahasu and frequently seen and heard in undergrowth in the 
Baghi forests. Precedes its song of a varying number of loud notes with three 
or four high pitched squeaky whistles. 

Saxicoia torqoata. The Indian Stonechat. 

Common on the open hillsides from Fagu to Narkanda, usually perched on 
top of a bush or stone. 

RlHidopblla ferrea. The Dark Grey Bush-Chat, 

Common throughout the whole area around cultivation and scrub—the male 
may often he heard singing his soft little song. 

' Ettlcaraa laacalatas. The Western Spotted Forktail. 

A pair of these graceful birds were seen on a stream near the Mattiana dak 
bungalow, 

Tardas alboclada. The White-collared Blackbird. 

Fairly common in the Narkanda-Baghi forests. Shy. 

Tardai boalboaL The Grey-winged' Blackbird. . ., 

Common around Mahasu but not observed elsewhere en rpute. 



BIRDS NOTED IN THE MAHASUrNARKANDA-B^GHl AflEA 311 


Arcenthoriis vlidvorgs. The Himalayan Missel Thrush* ‘ 

Fairly common in pairs in the Mahasu area, the Narkanda-Rampur road 
forest and around Baghi—usually seen on the ground when undisturbed, A fine 
songster. Is notably common at Kadrala. 

Mooticola mflventrls. The Chestnut-bellied Rock-Thrush. 

Common in pairs around Mahasu and seen near Theog—the harsh scolding 
note and ^piping’ of these birds attract attention. 

Maaticoii clnclorliynclui. The Blue-headed Rock-Thrush. 

Not very common—noted only at Baghi where it was seen and beard sing¬ 
ing from the tree tops in the early morning and late evening. 

MyophottttS Cterttleus. The Himalayan Whistling Thrush. 

Seen and heard occasionally in nullahs containing streams—particularly 
around Mattiana and Baghi. 

Hcmlchelidoil sibirica. The S<K)ty Flycatcher. * 

Noted on a number of occasions around Mahasu and in the Baghi and 
Kadrala forests—especially on the road to Kadrala. Usually seen ‘flycatching* 
from a fixed tree perch. 

Miitcicapala SOpcrclIUrls. The White-eyebrowed Blue Flycatcher. 

Common in woods and forests throughout the whole area where its soft 
trilling call note can frequently be heard. Is usually seen collecting food for 
young in June. 

Euayiai tbalatiiaa. The Verditer Flycatcher. 

Common at Mahasu but not so common elsewhere—seen near Mattiana and 
Theog. 

Ljioias schach , J'he Rufous-backed Shrike. 

Nut common. Seen on one occasion near Mattiana dak bungalow. 

Pcrlcrpcotaa brevlroitris. The Short-bilkd Mini vet. 

Fairly common throughout the whole area. Usually seen in small parties 
or pairs in the tree tops, the scarlet of the males being very conspicuous. 

Dicrurtti macrocercot* The Black Drongo. 

Not very common—seen at Mahasu, Theog and Baghi. 

Dicniritt lOOflcilHlataf. The Indian Grey Drongo. 

Noted only at Mahasu, Mattiana and Baghi, 

PbyllafCOpttS trocbiloides. The Greenish Willow-Warbler. 

A very doubtful identification—but two or three pairs which seemed to be of 
this species were observed near the Mattiana dak bungalow. 

PhylloiCOpllt mafalraftrit. The Large billed Willow-Warbler. 

Noted in the wooded ravines on the side of Mount Hathu. Call note: a 
high pitched whistle \^'eeeee, eee-eee, eee-eec,’ 

PbyllOtcapas ac^pltalit. The Large Crowned Willow-Warbler. 

.Abundant everywhere where there are trees, up to io,ood feet, and" probably 
higher—its whirring song being a conspicuous feature of the Simla hills in 
June. 
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flmrais pitiltidllt. The Pale Bush-warbler. 

^This amusing little bird is common around Narkanda and Baghi. It spends 
its time creeping about the interior of thick bushes and Is difficult to see but 
its constantly uttered thin whistle *eu~pu-eu-eu*eu-eu^ followed by a loud and 
vehement ‘I see you see?* or 7 see you!* cannot be mistaken. 

AcrMotlierei tristis. The Common Mynah. 

Has found its way into the hills as far as Mattiana where it is particularly 
common in and around the village but was not seen beyond that place. 

PerlsioBpita icterofdes. The Black & Yellow Grosbeak. 

Common—especially so in the Mahasu, Narkanda, Baghi and Kadrala for¬ 
ests where its quick whistle *keeky-too. keeky^too* can constantly be heard. 
Often seen feeding on the ground. 

Pyhrrhnla eryttarocephala The Red-headed Bullfinch. 

A piwr of these handsome finches were seen once in a wooded nullah on 
the Baghi-Kadrala road. 

Hyptcanihto spfnoides. The Himalayan Greenfinch. 

Noted only in fairly open country at Mahasu, Mattiana, Baghi and Kadrala 
where it was occasionally observed. 

Pasier donestlcas. The House Sparrow. 

Like the Common Mynah the House Sparrow is common in the villages 
as far as Mattiana, where it is annoyingly evident nesting in the dak bungalow, 
but does not yet seem to have found its way further into the hills. 

Paiser rtttlUns. The Cinnamon Sparrow. 

Not very common—seen only at Fagu, Baghi and Mattiana in the \icinit) 
of the villages, 

Emberiia Cia. The Eastern Meadow Bunting. 

Common throughout the area, favouring the more open country, constantly 
uttering its cricket-Hke * cheep* and occasionally singing a twittering little song. 

Hiruildo dturica. The Ked-rumped Swallow. 

Frequently observed en route up to Narkanda and at Kadrala but not seen 
at Baghi. Often rests on the ground. 

Oreocorys sylvaiitts. The Upland Pipit. 

Noted on the scree covered hillsides near Mattiana and between Fagu and 
Theog—^lias a loud creaking note *put — eeeeeee* and ^eeeeeee — put\ 

ZostcropB piiebma. The White-eye. 

Noted only on one occasion at Mahasu. 

Aethopyga gaukliae. Mrs. Gould's Sunbird. 

This beautiful bird was seen occasionally in the Mahasu area feeding on 

flow^ering trees. Its call of *Tzit tzit — tzit tzit -* draws attention 

to its presence. 

Picttf agaafflattti* The Scaly-belHed Green Woodpecker. 

Not often seen. Noted around Mahasu and in the Baghi forests. 
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Hyfopicvi kypcrytknit. The Rufous*bellied Woodpecker. 

This handsome little woodpecker is to be seen fairly frequently in the 
forest near Narkanda on the Rampur road. Observed drumming on a hollow 
tree trunk. 

Dryobates hlMlayciisii« The Himalayan Pied Woodpecker. 

Fairly common in the Mahasu area and in the Narkanda-Baghi and Kadrala 
forests. 

Megalaena vireat. The Great Himalayan Barbet. 

The mournful cry of this species; *pee — oh* — can be heard in all the 
valleys en route up to Kadrala. 

Cacalns canoras. I'he Asiatic Cuckoo. 

The familiar *Cuck-oo* call of this bird is heard everywhere and it is 
particularly common at Mattiana, Narkanda, Baghi and Kadrala. At these 
places also a loud, obviously cuckoo, call (somewhat reminiscent of the notes 
of the White-cheeked Bulbul) which may be expressed * Quick, quick, drinking 
with you* is also very frequently heard. This was traced to a Cuckoo of the 
canorus type but whether canorus^ optatus, or poUocephalus it was not possible 
to determine without procuring a specimen. 

CuculusoptatttS. The Himalayan Cuckoo. ^ 

('ommon—particularly so at Mahasu, Narkanda, Baghi and Kadrala. Its 
call hoop hoop hoop hoop is frequently evident at dawn, long after sunset 
and during moonlit nights. 

CttCiiiut micropterus. The Indian Cuckoo. 

Fairly common throughout the area and easily recognised by its call (d 
Make more pekoe. Often calls before sunrise. 

Hicrococcyx tparveroides. The large Hawk-Cuckoo. 

Heard at Mahasu, Narkanda, Baghi and Kadrala where it is common. Has 
the same ascending trill and call Brain fever as the Common Hawk-Cuckoo 
but less .shrill. Also calls before sunrise and on moonlit nights. 

CaConaotU mcrutlous. The Indi.m Tlaintive C'uckoo. 

Heard only on one occasion in the Mashobra Valley below Mahasu. Call •. 
how feWf how few. 

Upttpa epops. rhe Hoopoe. 

Noted only at Fagu and Narkunda. 

MIcropttS pacificaa. Blyth’s White-rumped Swift. 

A flock of .swifts identifled as Blyth’s Swift by the white rump and larger 
size than the House Swift were observed in flight below Mahasu before a storm. 
It is believed the Alpine Swift with its white underparts was also seen in the 
same locality. 

Coliocalla faciphaga. The Himalayan Swiftlet. 

Small flocks may occasionally be seen circling over the valleys usually 
preceding a storm. 

StrJx aivicoia« ' rhe Himalayan Wood Owl. 

Noted at Baghi. Call: Hu-hoo and Huhu-hoo, 

Ottti apiiacephtlttt. The Himalayan .Scops Owl. 

The double whistle phew . phew of this bird can. be heard at night in 

the forests particularly at Mahasu and Narkanda. 
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S««W|^ CllTlli. ,Th^!. fCuig Vulture. • ^^ - , ! 

Not common-^een only jon two occasions, once- at Mahasu and once at 
Narkunda« * . . . , . 

Qy^ iiflitlayeatls. The Himalayan Griffon. 

Common everywhere in the area. 

PiettdOfypS beagftlensls. The* White-backed Vulture. 

Uncommon—seen once in flight over the Theog ridge. 

Neopliroo percsoptemt. Neophron. 

Fairly common throughout the whole area up to Baghi. 

Qypa^'iof birbatui. The Lammergeier. 

Fairly common everywhere—usually seen ‘contouring* the hills with out¬ 
stretched wings occasionally flexing, bearded head turning from side to side 
as every ravine and spur is examined. 

Faloo peregrilMS. The Shahin Falcon. 

A falcon in flight over the Mashobra valley beloTV Mahasu and of which a 
close view was obtained w^as noted as a Shahin but the identifleation was not 
certain. 

Falco tlooancalttf . The Kestrel. 

Fairly common—especially so around the steep hillsides near Narkanda and 
Baghi. 

Ictinaiftgf aulaycotit. The Black Eagle. 

This fine bird was seen once,—skirting the edges of cliff forest and thread¬ 
ing the trees on the side of Mount Hathu. Dark colour, fan tail and markedly 
upturned flight feathers are notable. 

Hgeoiatornif cbeela. The Crested Serpent-Eagle. 

Seen on two or three occasions coasting with swept-back wings over the 
Mahasu—Kufri ridge uttering its loud whistling call. 

Milvus nlgrftiis. The Common Pariah Kite. 

Although common at Simla and at Mahasu the Common Kite does not seem 
to have moved further into the hills,—not even to Fagu—it was however observed 
once in flight crossing the saddle near Narkanda village. 

Splieiiacercitt SphcMiniS. The Kokla Green Pigeon. 

Noted in a deep forested ravine on the side of Mount Huttoo. The human¬ 
like whistle of this bird described by Whistler as Why^ we wat cheer ; what 
are we waiting for? immediately attracts attention. 

Cohmiba llvla. The Blue Rock Pigeon. 

Not common but a number seen at Mattiana and a pair at Baghi. 

Streptopdift orlg||Ullf« The Rufous Turtle Dove. 

Common—particularly so around Narkunda, Baghi and Kadrala. The speed 
at which this bird flies through the interstices of thick forest is rather astonishing. 

Streptopidlt riforlg. The Indian Ring Dove. 

Not common. Noted only at Mattiana where only one individual was seen. 

Bimalgpii& The Koklas Ptieasant. 

' Seen and heard in the Catchment Area forest near Mahasu. 
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OcastmlMifllitttai. Th^ White-crested Kalij PheasAhti 

Occurs fairly commonly in the Mahasu area but not noted elsewhere en 
route. Pheasants were heard (but tinlortunately not seen!) in the Narkunda- 
Hathu Baghi area but lack of familartty with their calls precluded ideotidcation. 
Mr. A. E. Jones, however, states that the Monal and the Western Horned 
Pheasant occur on Hathu. 

Arborophila torqueola. The Common Hill Partridge. 

The low toned melancholy tall poo-or of this bird is evident in the forests 
around Mahasu, Narkanda and Baghi. 

Alectorii grteca. The Chukor. 

Seen on rocky hillside between Mattiana and Theog and heard near Baghi 
and Kadrala. Probably also occurs on the Theog scree slopes. 

Frascollntts fraocollnas. The Black Partridge. 

Noted in the valleys below Mahasu, Fagu, Theog, Mattiana and Narkanda. 

The grating call may be represented in the Morse code as *TNK\ i.e., ‘- 

-and is especially evident in rainy weather. 

It may perhaps be emphasized that the foregoing record applies 
only to the period from the middle of May to the middle of June. 
The avifauna of any particular area in the hills is subject to con¬ 
siderable change—with seasons, of course, and with breeding pe¬ 
riods, rainfall, fooci supply etc. The species observed in the area 
under discussion in October, for instance, will contain birds from 
the higher Himalayas and omit summer visitors (vide ‘Some Birds 
Observed at Fagoo near Simla*, H. Whistler, October 

2oth 1919); species which are confined to a particular area whilst 
breeding will wander away therefrom before and after that period; 
a prolonged dry spell seems to be accompanied by a desertion of 
the hill tops and a descent to the valleys. Similarly, the ripening 
of crops and the flowering and fruiting of trees and bushes produce 
local movements. At any time of the year, however, a study of 
the birds of the Simla Hills is a most interesting subject. 

Addenda 

As a result of a further visit to Mahasu and Narkanda during 
late May and early June this year (1946J some species were observed 
additional to those listed in the foregoing note. Further data arc 
also available from Waite's paper on ‘Birds on the Hindustan- 
Tibet Road, N-W. Himalaya* J,B,NM,S, Vol. 45 part 4, page 551 
so far as his account refers to the Mahasu-Narkunda-Baghi area 
and for the months of May and June. This information is given 
below with an indication of still other species which may he met 
with, although not at all common. 

(i) ADDITIONAL SPECIES NOTED IN MAY/JUNE 1946: — 

Sttciiyritfsptis ^yrrilspt. The Red Billed Babbler. 

Not common. Heard in the Catchment area below* Mahasu in May. Call, 
a clear evenly pitched whistle of $ to 0 notes. 

Mimicelts psaroMfi, The Black Bulbul. 

• Small flocks seen in the tree tops on three or four occasions near. Nark'unda 
in early June, . \ 1 , 
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CwiteiWC^Itfrtl, The Grey Headed Flycatcher* . 

Uncommon. Seen in the Mahasu area at the end of May. 

SdOMWiS hMttl. The Black Browed Flycatcher Warbler. 

Not common. Seen near Mahasu at the end of May in hillside forest scrub. 
This bird is a spring passage migrant. 

OlailcltflttlB bfvdlei. The Collared Pigmy Owlet. 

Not previously noted but frequently seen and heard this year in the forests 
near Mahasu. Call, an oft-repeated four note whistle,— *poot putput po0t\ which 
carries a long way and is evident during the day as well as at dawn and 
dusk. (Waite states met with at Baghi in June.) 

CtelOAtor jacobioilS. The Pied Cre.sted Cuckoo. 

Not at all common. Heard in the Mahasu area at the end of May. (Seen 
by Waite at Mattiana in June.) 

The following species were seen this year in the Narkunda area in addition 
to the places previously noted ;— 

White Throated Laughing Thrush 
Indian Blue Chat 
Himalayan Greenfinch 
Scaly-bellied Green Woodpecker. 

(2) ADDITIONAL SPECIES FROM WAITE’S PAPER: — 

Sitta lencopaia leocopsia. The White-checked Xutliutcli. 

.Specimen obtained between Baghi and .Sungri in June. 

Siva strigffia atrlgola. The Stripe-throated Siva. 

Male obtained at Baghi in June. 

Oreoclacla daiina dauma. The Small-billed Mountain Thrush. 

Specimen obtained on Mount Huttoo on 24 th June. 

Emberiiafncaia arenata. The Indian Grey-headed Hunting. 

Few seen betw’een Narkunda and Mattiana in June. 

Emberllialewaitl 'J'he White-capped Bunting. 

Seen at Baghi in June. 

Cucullia polioceplMlus pollocepbalHi. The Small Cuckoo. 

Obtained in June at Baghi. 


{3) ADDITIONAL SPECIES WHICH MAY BE MET WITH 
IN MAY & JUNE 


The Green Shrike-Babbler. 

The Fire-cap, 

The Brown Hill Warbler. 

Pallas’ Willow-Warbler. 

The Orange-gorgetted Flycatcher. 
The Slaty Blue Flycatcher. 

The Blue Rock-thrush. 

The Brown Bullfinch. 

The Himalayan Goldfinch, 

The Black-naped Green Woodpecker. 


The Brown-fronted Pied Woodpecker. 
The Golden Eagle. 

Bonelli’s Eagle. 

The Booted Eagle. 

The Sparrow-hawk. 

The Hobby Falcon. 

The Monal Pheasant. 

The Horned Pheasant. 

Tlie Woodcock, 


Mr. A. E. Jones who very kindly 


The author's thanks are due to 
checked the list in paragraph (3). 



BREEDING AND DEVELOPMENT OF INDIAN* FRESH- 
water and BRACKISH-WATER FISHES. 


BY 

S. Jones, m.sc. 

Part I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In the course of a study of the breeding and develoomeptal his¬ 
tories of some Indian fresh-water and brackish-water fishes, the liter¬ 
ature on the subject was found by the author to be not only scanty 
but so scattered that he felt there was a real need to bring together 
in the form of a paper all the available information on the subject. 
It was just as he embarked on this work that the Editors of this 
Journal invited him to write a general article of this type in order 
to arouse interest on the subject among the members of the Society. 
This work is primarily intended for field naturalists rather than 
for specialists though the latter also may find it helpful. 

Breeding and developmental studies of fishes are full of interest, 
and from the author’s experience of the last few years, offer plenty 
of scope to anyone willing to devote some attention to them. These 
studies consist mainly of fieldwork and do not therefore require 
<:ostly equipment and laboratories. Observations under aquarium 
conditions, though artificial, are still valuable, and interesting data 
can be obtained which can be checked later under natural conditions. 

At a time when we hear from every quarter of the country the 
cry for the improvement of the fisheries so as to effect a greater 
production of fish and thereby to ensure a richer supply of food to 
the people, the importance of research on the life-histories, rate of 
^g^rowth, food, migrations, etc, of fishes cannot be over-emphasized. 
The information we have on the biology of Indian fishes is in no 
way comparable to the extensive knowledge accumulated as a result 
of years of well planned and systematically conducted research on 
the important fishes of the western countries. The little we know of 
a few fishes of this 'subcontinent is mostly from isolated observ¬ 
ations and a great deal of further work is required before any prac¬ 
tical use could be made of the knowledge. Though the following 
remark made by Dr. Stanley Kemp in 1938 in the course of an ad¬ 
dress at Cambridge to the Zoological ^tion (D) of the British 
Association does not exactly hold good at the present day, it helps 
to throw some light on the meagreness of our knowledge until 
<)uite recently. * It is no great exaggeration to say that in Africa and 
almost throughout the stretch of the Indo-Pacific region there is 
scarcely a fish whose life history is fully known and whose various 


* Including Burma and Ceylon. 

8 
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stages from egg to adult can be recognized. Of such matters as 
age, rate of growth, spawning periods, food and migrations we are 
equally ignorant; nothing is known of the incidence of fluctu¬ 
ations and nothing in seasonal and other changes in the environ¬ 
ment.’ 

In the case of each fish dealt with in this paper only brief 
notes on the work done so far are given and for detail^ inform¬ 
ation the reader is recommended the original works. Though no 
pains have been spared to incorporate in this paper every avail¬ 
able reference, any omission may be kindly brought to notice 
through the columns of this Journal. The account is confined to 
fishes that are known to live and breed or undergo larval devel¬ 
opment in fresh and bradkish water including such essentially 
marine (anadromous) forms as frequent estuaries and ascend rivers 
for breeding purposes. 


Historical Resum£. 

The literature on the subject of breeding and development of 
Indian fishes is hardly a century old and it belongs to two import¬ 
ant periods. The first period consists mainly of the observations 
of the civil and military officers of the East India Company and 
the Government of India in the last century. This commences with 
Jerdon (1848) and is succeeded by Day (1873 & 1878) and Thomas 
(1870 & 1897 ). It can be considered a dormant period and the few 
incomplete notes we get are casual observations confined to breed¬ 
ing habits of some of the common forms with hardly any record 
on development. It is evident from these works that even in those 
days the study of the breeding habits of fishes with a view to 
improving the inland fisheries was engaging the attention of the 
Government. 

The second period which is much more productive than the 
first begins with Willey (1908, 1910 & 1911) ‘whose observations’ 
as Raj (1916, p. 249) remarks ‘on the breeding habits of Ophice^- 
phalus siriatiis and account 6f the nest, eggs and fry of some other 
species in his report on the inland fisheries of Ceylon are substan- 
- tial contributions to our knowledge of the spawning habits of 
Indian fresh water fish’. About this time we get the notes by 
Jenkins {1910) and this is followed by the account of Raj in 1916 
on the fresh water fish of Madras. The latter work is an impor¬ 
tant one as it is rich with his own observations on the breeding 
^habits and development of a number of Madras forms and it has 
“ been brought up-to-date by the incorporation of all the previous 
facts known on the breeding and development of Indian fresh 
■'water fishes. His. work on Hilsa in 1917-also deserves mention 
^ here. The faurtistic investigations of the Zoological Survey of 
India in the Chilka Lake resulted in the work of Bhattacharya in 
^n the eggs and early stages of three .fishes there. Annan- 
.dale has given in 191B some .notes on the breeding of fishes in the 
_Inl6 Lake, Bujrma^ and Southwell and Prashad (1919) notes on 
certain stages in the development of ^Notopterid. A very im^rt- 
ant work is that of Panikkar in 1920 sup^c^mented by a liofe in 



INDIAN FRESH-^WATER AND BRACKISH-'WATER FISHES 319 


1924. In the former he has given detailed observations on the 
breeding season, nesting habits, parental care and early develop¬ 
ment of two South Indian Cichlids. We know through this work 
the time of attainment of sexual maturity of the two species—a 
thing we are practically ignorant of for many other Indian fresh 
water fish. Khan (1924 k 1926) has given notes on the breeding 
habits and development of some Punjab fishes and in 1928 of that 
of the Gold fish. The notes on the collections of gravid females and 
young larvae of a number of fishes from different localities in 
Ceylon by Deraniyagala (1929, 1930 & 1930-32) are very useful. 
The work of Aiyer (1935) on Acentrogobius neilli is remarkable 
in that it is the first account of a detailed nature on the development 
of any Indian fish though only the embryonic and the early larval 
stages are given, Jones in 1937 described the breeding and early 
development of seven Madras fishes and in 1938 01 two Ceylon 
carps. In a paper by Job and Jones in 1938 the breeding and early 
development of two Synentognathi from Madras are dealt with. 
The recent work of Hora (1938) on Hilsa deserves particular men¬ 
tion here. There is a valuable paper on trout culture in Ceylon 
by Philip Fowke in 1938. Among the contributions of rhe last four 
years those of Kulkarni (1940 & i943)» of Chidamb. ram (1941), 
of Nair (1940), of Khan (1943), of Job (1940 & 1941), of Jones 
and Job (1940) and of Jones (1940, 1940a, 1941 and 1944) are 
the most important.^ 

We have abstracts of a number of papers (Raj 1917, Rao 1919, 
Rao 1934, Ahmed 1934 and 1936, Raj 1940 and Mukerjee 1943) 
from which very little useful information could be gathered due 
to their condensed nature. The original papers if published would 
have been very useful. 

General Notes on Breeding. 

Notes on the breeding of Indian fishes have been given by 
several workers; but those given by Day and by Thomas during 
the later half of the last century still remain as some of the most 
outstanding contributions on the subject. Most of the forms dealt 
with are from South India. 

The report on pisciculture in South Canara by Thomas (1870) 
is a very useful contribution and his observations hold good for 
the West Coast fishes in general as the whole region is similar in 
physical and climatic conditions. He says that the great majority 
t)f the small fish spawn in . May, June and July (a few of them 
repeating the performance in October, .November, December and 
January), and the spawning time of the mass of the big fish ex¬ 
tends over Septesmber, October, November, December and January, 
but is chiefly confined to December and January.* 

Day (1873 Sf 1877), while dealing with the breeding of fishes 
in freshwater, speaks of the close relationship between breeding and 

^ This article was communicated. for puhllcatlon. early in 1944., The later 
publications tin the subject will be given in the appendix at the end. 
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migration and divides the freshwater fishes into migratory and non- 
migratory fishes of the plains and migratory and non^migratory 
fishes of the hills. The migratory forms produce a larger numb^ 
of eggs as the chances of survival are less than that of the non- 
migratory among which also a difference is noticed in that the 
monogamous deposit fewer eggs than the polygamous. He says 
that the migration for breeding takes place when the water courses 
are flooded and that considerable destruction is caused to the young 
fish due to improper methods of fishing when the waters subside. 

Beavan (1877) while writing about the freshwater fishes of this 
country gives brief notes on the breeding habits of' Ophicephalids, 
Siluroids and Cyprinids. 

Willey (1911) says that the floods provide natural close season 
for the river fishes. 

!lt may not be out of place to mention here the findings of Ste* 
wart (1911) on the breeding and migration of the fish on the Tibet¬ 
an side of the Himalayas at a height of 13,100 feet. ‘The breed¬ 
ing in the neighbourhood of Gyantse appears to occur about June. 
In the less favoured waters near the water-sheil it is probably 
somewhat later. Adults with large ovaries and testes are found 
in the former district as early as March when the river is parti¬ 
cularly covered with ice and the smaller streams and channels are 
completely frozen over*. Again he says ‘All the inhabitants of 
Gyantse whom I consulted in regard to obtaining fish agreed that 
the larger fish migrated from the Nyangchu to the Brahmaputra 
(Tsay-po) for the winter and returned to breed in spring. It is 
certain that I did not obtain any large fish during this season, but 
this fact also could be accounted for by the hibernation of either the 
fish or the fishermen*. 

Annandale (1918) who investigated the fish and fisheries of 
the InW Lake, Burma, says that according to the Intha fisher¬ 
men almost all the fish of the lake breed in February, March and 
April. He found ripe or nearly ripe roes in all the species examin¬ 
ed at the end of February and in March. 

Wilson (1920) gives the following note on the migration of the 
fish during the .spawning season in the Bhavani River (S. India). 
"The big fish run up to the spawning grounds in the upper reaches 
of the Bhavani during the South-west Monsoon as soon as the 
higher water begins decreasing during August, September and 
October according to the season*. 

The observations of Annandale and Hora (1920) show that the 
fish of Seistan on the Persian frontier north of Baluchistan, breed 
in winter as young specimens were collected at that time. 

Generally speaking we do not have except in North India the 
different seasons so distinctly marked as in the cold countries. 
Observations of the present writer are confined to South India 
and he has found that the spawning period of the freshwater and 
brackishwater fishes is rather extended in this region, more so on 
t^ West Ck»ast than on the East Coast due to the presence two 
monsoon rains. The peak period in the former region is by the 
onset of the monsoon in May and June and the breeding contimies 
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till November and December by which time the North-east Mon¬ 
soon is over. The early showers towards the end of April and 
beginning of May give the first stimulus to the breeding activity. 
These rains flush the rivers and tanks; but the initial influx of water 
is not so great as to make them overflow. There is a marked 
increase in the planktonic organisms suitable for the growth of the 
fry and the absence of any floods at this time enables the eggs and 
fry to develop in comparative safety. By the onset of the regular 
rains the different waters get united and the fry as well as the large 
fish get themselves distributed. The condition is the same in both 
fresh water and brackish water areas and in the latter it has been 
seen that the breeding activity is at its maximum before the open¬ 
ing of the bars towards the end of June. Such of those marine 
forms that visit the estuaries or ascend rivers for breeding do so 
after the commencement of the regular rains when the bars are 
open. On the East Coast the breeding activity is at its maximum 
in August at the time of the early monsoon showers and it conti¬ 
nues with intermittent intensity till about January. Among many 
of the South Indian fishes some degree of spawning is prevalent 
throughout the year especially in those parts where the climatic 
conditions do not show marked difterence during the different parts 
of the year. 

The fishes dealt with in this paper are listed below. The classi¬ 
fication followed is that of Jordan*, with the genera under each 
family and the species under each genus arranged alphabetically. 

Super Order: TELKOSTKI. 

Order ; ISOSPONDYId. 

Sub-Order: ELOPOIDEA. 

Family: Elopldae. 

Flops indicus Swaitison. 

Family : Magalopidae. 

Megalops cyprinoides (Broussonet). 

Sub-Order : CLVPEOIDKI, 

Family : Clupcldac. 

Hilsa ilisha (Ham.). 

Family : Ettgranildac.. 

EngrauUs purava (Ham. Buch.). 

Eftgraulis telara (Ham. Buch.). 

Sub-Order: NOTOPTEROIDEI, 

Family : Netopteridac. 

Notopterus chitala (Ham, Buch.). 

Notopterus notopicrus (Pallas), 

Sub-Oider : SALMONOIDEI, 

Family: SaliDooidae, 

Salmo gairdneri l^ichardson. 

‘ Jordan^ D. S. * Classification of Fishes^ Nu. a. Stanford University Pub, 

Vol, III, 1922 - 23 . 
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Order: OPISTHOMI. 

Family: MaftecemMIdae* 

Macrognathus aculeaius (Bloch). 
Mastacembelus armatus (Lacep.). 
Mastacemhelus pancalus (Ham. Buch.). 

Order: APODES. 

Sub-Order: ENCHELYCEPHALL 
Family: AogailUdae. 

Anguilla eiphinstonei Sykes. 

Order: EVENTOGNATHL 
Family; Cyprisidae. 

Atnhlypharyngodon melettina (Cuv, & Val.). 
Amhlyphatyngodon microlepHs (Bleeker). 
Barbus ambassis (Day). 

Barbus amphibius (Cuv. & Val.). 

Barbus carnaticus (Day). 

Barbus chola (Ham. Buch.). 

Barbus conchonius (Ham. Buch.). 

Barbus chrysopoma (Cuv. & Val.). 

Barbus dorsalis (Jerdon). 

Barbus filamentosus (Cuv & Val.) 

Barbus gelius (Ham. Buch.). 

Barbus lateristriga (Cuv. & Val.) 

Barbus melanampyx (Day). 

Barbus phutunio (iiam. Buch.). 

Barbus sarana (Ham. Buch.). 

Barbus sophore (Ham. Buch.). 

Barbus stoliczkanus (Day). 

Barbus terio (Ham. Buch.). 

Barbus ticto (Ham. Buch.). 

Barbus titteya (Deraniyagala). 

Barbus tor (Ham. Buch.) 

Barbus vittatus (Day). 

Barilius bendelisis (Ham. Buch.). 

BariUus gatensis (Cuv. & Val.). 
Brachydanio albolineatus (Blyth). 
Brachydanio nigrofasciatus (Day). 
Brachydanio rerio (Ham. Buch.). 

Carassius auratus (Linn.). 

Catla catla Cuv. & Val. 

Cirrhina mrigala Ham. Buch. 

Cirrhina reha Ham. Buch. 

Danio malabaricus (Jerdon). 

Danio neilgherriensis (Day). 

Esomus danrica thermoicos (Cuv. & Val.) 
Esomus danricus (Ham. Buch.). 

Garra ceylonensis ceylottensis (Bleeker). 
Garra tnullya (Sykes). 

Gymnocypris waddellH Regan. 

Labeo bata (Ham. Buch.). 

Labeo calbasu (Ham. Buch.) 

Labeo gonius (Ham. Buch.). 

Labeorohita (Ham. Buch.). 

Rasbora danicornus (Ham. Buch.}. 
Rasbora maculata Duncker. * 

Rasbora labiosa (Mukerji). 

Rasbora rasbora (Ham. Buch.) 

Rasbora iaeniata Ahl. 
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Family: CabItMfte. 

Botia geto (Ham. Buch.). 
Lepidocephalichthys ihermalis (Cuv. & VaJ.). 
Nemacheilus notosiigma (Bleeker). 
Nemacheilus zonatus (McClelland). 

Order: NEMATOGNATHI, 

Family: Sllaridae. 

Callichrous himaculaius (Bloch). 

Wallagonia attu (Bloch). 

Family : ArlMae. 

Afius falcarius Richardson. 

Arius jatius (Ham. Buch.). 

Arius jella Day. 

Arius sona (Ham. Buch.). 

Osteogeniosus miliiaris (Linne). 

Family : Ba|ridat. 

Gagata cenia (Ham. Buch.). 

Mystus aor (Ham. Buch.). 

Mystus gulio (Ham. Buch.). 

Mystus seenghala (Sykes). 

Mystus vittatus (Bloch). 

Family : Clarldae. 

Clarias teysmanni Bleeker* 

Family: Hatcfapacaatidae* 

Heteropneustes fossilis (Blocli). 

Family: Sisoridae. 

S»5or rhabdophorus Ham. Buch. 

Order: CYPRINODONTES. 

Family : Cyprliodontldaa. 

Aphanius dispar (RuppKil). 

Aplocheilus hlockii (Arnold). 

Apiocheilus lineatus (Cuv. & Val.). 
Aplocheilus panchax (Hamilton). 

Orysia^ melastigma (McClelland)^ 

Family: PoccllUdae. 

Gambusia affinis holhrooku (Girard)* 

Lebistes reticulatus (Peters). 

Family: Karaicktbyidat* 

Horaichthys setnai Kulkarni. 

Order: SYNENTOGNATHl. 

Family: Btltaldac* 

Tylosurus stfongylurus (van Hass.)* 

Family : HeKtattpMdae. 

Dermogenys hurmanicus Mukerji. 
Hemiramphus gaimardi (Cuv. & Val.). 
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Order : LABYRINTHICI. 

Family: O^ceplialidfte. 

Channa otienialis Bloch & Schneider. 
Ophicephalus gachua Ham. Buch. 
Ophicephalus marulius Ham. Buch. 
ophicephalus punt tatus Bloch. 
Ophicephalus striatus Bloch. 

Family : Polyacaolhidae. 

Belontia signatus Gunther. 

Family : OaphroiDeoldae. 

Betta splendens Regan. 

Colisa fasciata (Bloch & Schnn.). 
Colisa lahiosa (Day). 

CoUsa lalia (Ham. Buch.). 
Macropodus cupanus (Cuv. & \'al.). 
Osphronetnus gorainy (I.ac^p.). 
Trichogaster Itichopterus (Pallas). 

Family: Aaabantidac. 

Anahas testudifieus (Bloth). 

Order : PERCOMORPHl. 

Sub-Orcler ; PP:RC^KS0CES. 

Family : Mugilldae. 

Mugil a/>. 

Sub-Order : RHEGNOPTERI. 

Family : Polyoeinldae. 

Polynemus paradiseus Linn. 

Famil> : Ambassidae. 

Amha:,sis lala (Ham. Buch.). 
Ambassii twio/>.s Gunther. 

Ambassis nama (Ham. Buch.). 
Ambassis ravga (Ham. Buth.). 

Family : Latidae. 

Latiw calcarifer (Bloch). 

Family : Theraponldac. 

Pelates quadrilineafus (Bloch). 

Therapon jarbua (Forshal). 

Therapon iherapos (C'uv. & \'al.). 

Family : Slllaglaidac. 

Sillago sihania (Forskal). 

Family : Naodidae. 

Badis hadis (Ham. Buch.). 

Naudus nandus (Ham. Buch.). 

Sub-Order : SQUAMIPENNES. 

Family : Toxoiidae. 

Toxotes chatareus (Ham. Buch.). ’ 

Family : Scatopliaftdlld. 

Scatophagus argus (Gmel. IJnn ). 



INDIAN FRESH-WATER AND BRACKISH-WATER FJSH§.H^--s^ 

M*. -.w - 

Order: CHROMIDES. 

Family : CIcblidAe. 

Ktroplus maculaius (Bloch). 

Etroplus suratensis (Bloch). 

Order: GOBIOIDEA. 

Family ; Qoblldte. 

Acentrogobtiis neilli (r)a>). 

Acentrogobius viridipunctatm (Day). 

Ctenogobius acutipinnis (Cuv. & Val.). 

GlosSiOgohius giuris (Ham. Buch.). 

Gohius ostericola Chaudhuri. 

Oxyurichthyi^ striatus (Day). 

Family: PerlophtlialiBidae. 

Boleophthalmus boddaerti (Pallas). 

Penophthalmus cantoneitsis Pearsi Eggert. 

Order: JUGULARE.S. 

Family: Blenoldae. 

Petroscirtes bhattacharyae Chaudhuri. 

Elopidae. 

Flops tndtius (Swainson). 

Raj (1916) says that breeding is in the colfl season and that the fry are 
ribbon shaped. 


Megalopidae. 

Megalops cyprwoides (Hroussonet). 

Thomas (rSyo) sxiys that flu' bleeding season of this fish in South Canara 
cMends from May fo June and Raj (iqK)) says that it breeds in the coKl wea¬ 
ther (Oclober anil No\ember) and that it passes through the larval stage like 
that of an cel. 


Idae. 

Aii'ong the clupcids the spawning habits of Hilsa ilisha or the so-called 
Indian .Shad has engaged from the very early times the attention of the pisci¬ 
culturists. Till the recent investigations of Hora, Prashad and Nair the habits 
of the fish were not known definitely. Their findings go to show that Hiha 
actually rcvside in the rivers and that ‘after leaving the rivers the fish do not 
go far into the sea but move about in shoals in the estuaries and along the 
foreshores’. 

Hiha ilisha (Hamilton). 

Day (1873) has first referred to the migratory habits of this form, pointing 
out the fact that both young as well as sexually mature fish ascend the rivers. 
According to him the fish attains sexual maturity wdien about two years old 
and this is confirmed by the findings of the Madras Fisheries Department, He 
(Day 1878) has given the migratory period of the fish in some of the rivers 
of India and Burma and .stre,ssed on the destruction caused to these fisheries 
by the numerous weirs that span many of the Indian rivers devoid of fish 
• passes which otherwise would enable them to get at the upper reaches of 
the rivers for spawning purposes. Wilson (1909) succecdecl in artificially 
fertilising Hilsa eggs at Coleroon and this was the starting of a scheme to¬ 
wards the artificial propagation of this form. Jenkins {1910) gives notes on 
its habits in Bengal and there is a brief note by Raj (1917) on the artificial 
propagation in the Coleroon hatchery where he .succeeded in liberating about 
10 million fry from artificially impregnated eggs m August 1916. This work 
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is being continued regulMj 4 ^ the Madras Fisheries Department (Devanesan, 
> 939 )- ^ 

The recent work of Hora (1938) on the spawning habits and bionomics of 
this form is a fairly detailed and comprehensive account embracing all the 
previous work done on this line with special reference to that done in Bengal 
and embodying the results of his own investigations, and a complete biblio¬ 
graphy, The observations of Hora at Pulta, and of the Madras Fisheries Depart¬ 
ment in Sot|th India, go to show that the hsh is capable of living in con¬ 
fined waters. The breeding period is extensive with a maximum during the 
rainy season. 

Nair (1939) has described some of the early larval stages, 14 to 27 mm. 
in length collected from the Pulta Water Works, Calcutta, where the young 
are found in great abundance from March to November. Eggs and very 
early larval stages have not been collected from the Hooghly. 

Hora (1940) refers to the importance of the conservation of Jatka fish, 
young Hilsa 2-5 months old, for the Hilsa fishery. He (1941) gives an account 
of the life histoiy and habits of Hilsa in Bengal waters. 

Eagranlidae. 

Engraulis purava (Ham. Buch.) 

Raj {1916) refers to the occurrence of the young of this form in Cooum 
river, Madras, during October and November. Dr. T. J. Job and the present 
writer have collected the larvae of E, purava in March from Adyar, Madras. 

Engraulis telara (Ham. Buch.) 

Day (1878) gives the colouration of the pectoral fins of the young. 

Ketapterldae. 


Kotopterus notopterus (Pallas) 

There is a note by Rao (1919) in which he says that the ‘eggs adhere to 
each other and to the substratum on which they are deposited in clumps*. 
Nothing more regarding its breeding habits or development is known. 

NotopUfus chitala (Ham. Buch.) 

Notes on the breeding habits and development of this form ba.sed on the 
observations made, and materials coIlecte<l, by Mr. Hoshin at Buxar (Bihar) 
from the Ganges are given by Southwell and Prashad (1919). The eggs were 
collected in June and July 1915 and these were attached mostly to stones 
and masonry where they had been deposited by the female before fertilization. 
There i.s no elaborate nest building and the eggs measuring about 5.2 mm, 
in diameter usually number from three to five hundred and are circular with 
an adhesive surface which is raised into projections on one side. The eggs 
take about two weeks to hatch and there is parental care but which of the 
parent takes the main part is not known. The bre^'ding of this fish probably 
extends from the end of May to the middle of July. 

SalmsMftc. 


Salma gairdneri Richardson 

Tfiere is an interesting and exhaustive account on trout culture in Oylon 
by Fowke (1938) wherein notes on the life-history of the trout acclimatized 
in the Ceylon waters is given. The observations of Fowke throw consider¬ 
able. light on the identity of the species and he has given sufficient reasons 
to Aow that the Trout in Ceylon is not the Rainbow (S, shasta) as is gener¬ 
ally believed to be but the Ste^lhead. The article provides interesting and 
instructive reading and may be gone through with advantage.^^ 


* For a comprehensive account on trout culture the ‘Domesticated Trout* 
by Livingston Stone may be consulted. 
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MgftacenbelMie. ( 

Mustacemhelus panaca\^s (Ham. Such.) 

Raj (1916) gives the dbscriptlon of an immature fish and mentions the cold 
season as the breeding period. Job (1941)-gives a detailed account of the 
breeding habits and development of this form and according to him the fish 
breeds in Bengal from Mjay to November with the peak period during the 
premonsoon rains. The e^s are transparent and measure 1.3 to 1.35 mm. 
in diameter and are laid feebly attached to algae. Hatching takes place 36 
hours after oviposition and there is no parental care. The early larval deve¬ 
lopment is rather rapid and the fish acquires adult characters by the end of 
the first month. Sexual maturity is attained in about an year. 

Masiacemhelus armatus (Laebp.) 

Raj (1916) records mature ova in a specimen he collected early in February 
1910. Derainyagala (1930-32) gives a number of places in Ceylon from where 
young specimens, and fish with mature eggs were collected. The writer has 
collected young specimens of this fish in August 1938 from a tank in Central 
Travancore. 

Macrognathus aculeaius (Bloch) 

Deraniyagala (1930-32) describes the eggs and gives a number of places in 
Ceylon from where sexually mature specimens were collected. 

Members of this family are known to migrate to the sea for breeding 
purposes and the young ones after passing the larval (Lepiccephalus) stage 
in the sea ascend rivers during the elver stage. 

Auguilla eiphittstonei Sykes. 

According to Raj (1916) the elvers ascend the Adyar and Cooum rivers in 
Madras about the month of November. 

Cyprtaidae. 

This family embraces the Carps, the most important group of fresh-water 
fishes in India. Though complete life histories of only a very few forms 
are known we have on the breeding habits of a number of them. The 

intensive sexual activity and migratory habits of these fishes soon after the 
first monsoon rains are well known. They afe so reckless at this time that 
they are captured with comparative ease by fishermen. Thomas (1870 and 
1897). Day (1873 etc.), Beavan (1877), and Jones (1940) have mentioned about 
the spawning activity of Cyprinids. This has been a familiar ami favourite 
subject of study for many naturalists. Khan (1924, 1926, 1939 & 1943) has 
made some interesting studies on the spawning habits of some of the Punjab 
forms and the present writer has worked out the life histories of two forms 
in Ceylon (Jones, 1938 a & b). As Khan (1926) says, *To this gioup belongs 
a vast number of edible and sporting fishes and their culture shouM be the 
main object of a pisciculturist*. 

Beavan (1877) says that ‘the Mahseer and many other Cyprinoid fish, are 
said not to deposit their spawn all at once like the salmon, but in several 
batches during a period of several months, say from May to August*. 

Some of Khan’s (1924) observations are given below — 

‘All attempts to breed members of the family Cyprinidae, namely Laheo rohi- 
ta, L. cfulbasu, Cirthina mrigala and Catla catla in artificial waters have 
proved failures. Unlike their western species they do not lay their eggs, even 
when brood fish from river are introduced into the tanks. The experiments 
were tried at the departmental hatcheries at Madhopur but no result was 
obtained. One of the main reasons for our failures is the want of knowledge 
of their breeding habits in their natural environments.’ 

‘The fish become ripe in May and both the male and female seek shelter 
under weeds and aquatic plants near banks and are not easily frightened 
by the approach of intruders. Towards evening group of fi^ may be seen 
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splashing water and fighting with each other. These are signs of courtship I And 
thus they wait for the first shower of rain. If there is no rain at all or if 
they are late the eggs degenerate in the ovaries, leaving a filthy mass. In 
July as soon as the rains set in, the streams become flooded and the fish 
mo\’e on to shallow waters. If -the flood is of a temporary character they 
fall back into Che main channel with the diminishing current without spawn¬ 
ing, but if the floods are continuous the fish get into the surrounding fields, 
play together, lashing the water with their caudal portions. A female i» 
often followed by three or more males, but reverse cases have also been 
observed. Very rarely are single couples seen. If male is separated from a 
companion or is companionless it has been heard to produce guttural sounds 
calling the other. This play lasts only for a short time and the female then 
lays its eggs which are nonfloating and the males shed their seminal fluid or 
milt over or near them. Depth of water in fields whexe spawning takes 
place varies from three inches to two feet, and temperature of water ranges* 
from 76® to 98* F. Sometimes when the flood subsides early, little pools 
are formed by the depression and there the eggs are found in heaps*. 

‘The eggs are not laid at one place and at the same time, but at intervals- 
during which the fish keeps on moving with its mates along with the current 
of water. The rivers are flooded first and the fish therein are the first to- 
spawn while those of the tributaries wait for heavy rains which flood them 
sufficiently to overflow into the fields wdiere spawning takes place. The 
breediiig time thus lasts from the beginning of July to the middle of August’. 

Khan (1938 a) says that the breeding time for the Indian Carp is June 
and July when the rivers arc flooded by the monsoon rains. Administration 
of extract of anterior lobe of the, pituitary gland hastened ovulation in Ctrr- 
hifia mrigala and as such under natural conditions the pituitary sex hormone 
is discharged into the blood prior to ovulation though the factors responsible 
for this gland activity are not known. 

It may be mentioned here that the author has been able to collect the 
eggs of a number of Cyprinids, from fresh water tanks and lakes in Travan- 
core, which are not described here as their parentage has not been ascertained. 
The embryonic period is of very short duration as in the other members of 
the family, some hatching out within twelve hours. In two species two 
very interesting types of larval ‘cement organs* the like of which have not been 
recorded in any other fish have been observed. (Jc)nis. 1Q42). 

Laheo calbasu (Ham. Buch.) 

Mukerjee (1943) says that the fry have yellow bands at the nape, a yellow¬ 
ish spot at the place of insertion of the dorsal fin and yellow colour, some¬ 
times alternating with the black of the body whereas the adult is completely 
black. 

Laheo genius (Ham. Buch.) 

Khan' (1924 ^ 1926) has given notes on the embryonic and early develop¬ 
ment of this form till it is three w’eeks old, when the caudal fin get sepa¬ 
rated off and scales appear. The eggs, which are bluish in colour, hatch in 
about 30 to 40 hours and mouth, gut and anus are absent in the larvae at 
this stage*. Mukerjee (1943) gives a note on the colouration of the fry. 

Laheo rohita (Ham. Buch.) 

Mukerjee (1943) says that the fry have three small spots in the caudal 
region which gradually merge into one and ultimately disappear in the adult. 

JLaheo hata (Ham. Buch.) 

jMukerjee (1943) refers to the presence of a spot on the 5th and 6th scales 
On the row just above the lateral line in the fry, 

Barbus sat ana (Ham, Buch.) 

Mukerjee (1943) refers td the presence of a linear band on the back below 
the insertion pf the dorsal fin. which gradually gets rounded and disappears 
in the adult. \ i 
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Barbus chrysopoma (Cuv. & Val.) 

According to Day (1878) the eyes in the young are comparatively large. 
Raj (1916) says that the breeding season at Madras is about December as 
the young are common in January and February. He gives the description 
of specimen one inch long. Deraniyagala (1930) has collected young in Decern- 
t)er in Ceylon. 

Barbus tor (Ham. Buch.) 

The rtiigratory habits of this form for breeding purposes are well known, 
and being a game hsh as well as food hsh it has engaged the attention of 
siaturalists and anglers from very early times. According to Beaven the fish 
lays its eggs in several batches for a long period mainly from May to August. 
Thomas (1897) gives in detail the migration and breeding habits of this fish. 
According to him, the fish ascend the rapids and eggs are laid there after which 
they return with the receding floods. His opinion was that the Mahseer* lays 
several batches of eggs probably three in one season. Khan (1924) also refers 
to the migratory habits of this form during breeding season, and in the Punjab 
the fish has been found to ascend the rivers and traverse long distances in 
March and April. Deraniyagala records his collection of gravid female, and 
young specimens from a number of places in Ceylon (Deraniyagala 1930). Khan 
(1939) has made an interesting study of the sex organs of this form and in 
•conclusion says that the fish ‘seems to spawn firstly in winter, in January and 
February, secondly, in May and June, when the snow melts and the rivers are 
swollen, and thirdly, from July to September, when the rivers are flooded with 
the monsoon rains’. He refutes the opinion of Thomas (1897) that the fish 
lays eggs in batches and says as follows: Tt may, therefore, be said that the 
Mahseer does not lay its eggs in three batches, but that it spawns three times 
in the year, and that all (he eggs in the ovaries are laid at each spawning 
•season*. 

Barbus sophore (Ham. Buch.) 

Day (1878) records the presence of 1850 mature eggs in a female at Madras 
in January. Raj (1916) says that it breeds during the cold weather and the 
young are common in November and December. He gives some of the larval 
characters. 

Barbus carnaticus (Day) 

Day (1878) mentions some of the characters of the young of this form. 

Barbus melanampyx (Day) 

The writer has observed large numbers of the young of this fish in hill 
streams in Travancore in the months of August and September 1940. 

Barbus ehola (Ham. Buch). 

Notes on the breetiing habits of this fish is given by Innes (1935). Stoye 
(1935) says that the habits are similar to that of B, conchomus, 

Barbus dorsalis (Jerdon) 

Willey (19x1) describes a collection of unfertilized eggs from the Colombo 
lake. According to Raj (1916) the spawning season in Madras extends from 
August to October. Deraniyagala (1930) gives the names of the places in 
Ceylon from where he collected ripe females, and young with the correspond¬ 
ing dates. 


• Mahseer is the popular name given to most of the large scaled Carps of 
the Genus ^rhus. 
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Barbus amphihius (Cuv. & Val.) 

According to Thomas (1870) this form breeds during October, November 
and Decem&r in South Canara. Raj (1916) observes that Its breeding season 
is during June and July in Madras. He gives the colouration of the young. 

Barbus ambassis (Day) 

According to Spence and Prater (1932) breeding season Is as in Barbus 
filamentosus. ^ 

Barbus conchonius (Ham. Buch.) 

The breeding of this lish in the aquarium is given by Baake (1930) and by 
Innes (1935). According to the latter it is easier to breed this fish than 
B. chola. Mellen & Lanier (1935) and Stoye {1935) also give the breeding of 
it in the aquarium. It begins to breed when five months old and lays 150 to 
over 600 eggs scattered among the vegetation and the fry hatch out in about 
one and a half days at a temperature of about 70 to 75® P. The fry cling 
on to plants and sides of the aquarium indicating the presence of cement glands. 
The young seem to have cannibalistic tendencies. 

Barbus ticto (Ham. Bnch.) 

Innes (935) gives the distinguishing characters of the sexes during the breed¬ 
ing season. Mellen and Lanier (1935) and Stoye (1935) breeding 

habits resemble those of B. conchonius. Spawning temperature is 80® F. and 
from 150 to 300 eggs are laid scattered among the vegetation. Fraser (1937) 

refers to the presence of very young specimens at Deolali in November and 

egg bearing females in March. Khan (193H) says that this fish and B. stigma 
breed in July and August in the Punjab and the eggs which are small hatch 
out in 18 to 20 hours and the young begin to seek their food after a week. 

Barbus stoliezkanus (Day) 

Innes (1935) says that this species is said to be prolific and as hardy as 

B. ticto. According to Mellen & Lanier (1935) and Stoye (1935) the breeding 

habits are similar to those of B. conchonius. The spawning temperature is 
80® F. 

Barbus gelius (Ham. Buch.) 

Innes (1935) refers 75® F. as the optimum temperature required for the 
breeding of this form and Mellen & Lanier (1935) give it at 80® F*. Stoye (1935) 
gives some notes on the breeding of the fish in th^ aquarium. All refer to the 
spawn, eating tendency of the parents. The embryonic jXTiod is 36 hours and 
the larvae are probably jxovided with adhesive glands. 

Barbus phutunio (Ham. Buch.) 

Notes on the breeding habits in the aquarium are given by Innes (1935). 
Mellon & Lanier (1935) the breeding habits are simUar to those of 

B: conchonius. It l)reeds at F. and the embryonic period is from 30 to 
40 hours. Stoye (1935) gives similar notc.s on the fish under aquarium condi¬ 
tions. 

^ Barbus ierio (Ham. Buch.) 

’ ‘ According to Innes (1935) the breeding and care of this fish is the same aa 
in the case of B. conchonius though it does not spawn so readily, 

BarJbus. siittms. . . - . 

Day (1878) gives the coloration of the very young specimens. Innes f|93S) 
says that tills is a ’good breeder in the aquarium. Mellen^and I^anler (1935) 
say that though the sexes are difficult to be distinguished • the colour of the 



INDIAN FRESH-WATER AxWD BRACKISH-WATER FISHES 


33 * 


male becomes more vivid and the abdomen of the female becomes deeper during 
the breeding season. The breeding habits are similar to that of B. conchonius, 
50 to 250 eggs are laid and the spawning temperature is 78* F. Stoye (1935) 
says that this fish is not so prolific as B, conchoniu^* 

Barbus filamentosus (Cuv. & Val.) 

Deraniyagala (1930) lists a number of places in Ceylon from where he 
collected gravid females. Spence and Prater (1932) say that in Bombay and 
its neighbourhood the breeding is in December and that the young are found 
in January. 

Barbus lateristriga* (Cuv. & V''al.) 

Mellen and Lanier (1935) 8*''^ the spawning temperature in the 

aquarium and Stoye (1935) gives the distinguishing characters of the two sexes 
during breeding season. 

Barbus titteya (Deraniyagala) 

Deraniyagala (1930) has collected young from different places in Ceylon, 

Cirrhina reba (Ham. Buch.) 

Mukerjee (1943) says that the fry differs from the adult in having three 
spots in the caudal region which later on unite with a lateral blue black line 
in the adult. 

Cirrhina inrigala (Ham. Buch.) 

According to Khan (1926) the eggs are light red and the development as 
that in Labio gonius. He (1943) has given a detailed account of the early 
development of this fish in the Punjab. The breeding is in July as in other 
carps and a female contains 124,800 to 216,800 eggs. The young gets adult 
characters in a month. Mukerjee (1943) gives a note on the difference in 
colouration between the fry and the adult. 

Garra ceylonensh ceylonensis (Bleeker) 

Deraniyagala (1930) records with their respective dates a number of places 
from where young of this form was collected by him in Ceylon, The life 
history of this form has been worked out by Jones (1938 & 1941). The em¬ 
bryonic development was worked out in Demodera, Ceylon. Soon after hatch¬ 
ing, the larvae were brought down to Colombo and from there to Tambaram 
(Madras). One of the surviving young fish when about 5 months old was 
brought to Trivandrum from Madras where it lived for another 3 months. 
Thus the larval and the post-larval development has been worVed out in India. 

Garra muUya (Sykes) 

Fraser (1937) records the presence of egg bearing females in Deolali in the 
month of March 1936. Jones (1941) has described an interesting case of mig¬ 
ration of this fish for breeding in large shoals in one of the up-country rivers 
in Travancore in the month of April. The early development of the fish is 
similar to that in Garra ceylonensis ceylonensis. 

Barilius bendelisis (Ham. Buch.) 

Day (1878) refers to the large sized nature of the eggs and the breeding of 
this form at Cuttack in November. Fraser (1937) has observed gravid females 
in March. 

Barilius gatensis (Cuv, & Val.) 

Day (1878) gives the-difference in the scales of the females and young from 
that of. the male. 


. * This is. a native, of the East Indies and has been introduced into India 
as ah aquarium fish. 
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Danio malahoficus (Jerdon) 

The breeding of this species in the aquarium is mentioned briefly by Innes 
<* 93 S) and Mellen & Lanier in (1935) and Stoye (i93S)- The breeding habits 
and early development of this form in Ceylon were worked out by Jones (X93S), 
The presence of a cement organ recorded for the first time is another feature 
of interest. The developmental study was carried oat at Demodera (3000 ft.), 
Uva Province, Ceylon, during the months of April, May and July, 1937. Youn^g 
fish of different stages were abundant at this time in the streams there showing 
^ long period of breeding. 

Danic neilghertiensis (Day) 

Day (1878) mentions the presence of light horizontal bands in the young. 

Carassius auratus (Linn.) 

This beautiful fish introduced from the Far East is a very common aquarium 
form now in India. Khan (1928) gives notes on the spawning and develop¬ 
ment of this form. According to him it breeds at frequent intervals (in the 
Punjab) from April to August and the eggs hatch out in 46 to 60 hours. Three 
months old fry assume the coloration of the adult. There are several accounts 
on the breeding of this fish in other countries (see Mellen & Lanier, 1935, 
for references.) From 2000 to 70,000 eggs are laid in a year according to the 
■size of the female and eggs are small and resemble soap bubbles. The parents 
iire spawn eaters and the young are cannibalistic. 60** to 70" is the spawning 
temperature. 

Esontus danrica thermoicos (Cuv. & Val.) 

Deraniyagala (1930) refers to his collection of fishes with mature ova from 
Athidiya, Ceylon, early in April, 1929. 

Esontus danricus (Ham. Buch.) 

The spawning habits of this fish in the aquarium are described by Innes 
<1935) and by Mellen & Lanier (1935) and Stoye (1935) The spawning tern- 
f)€rature is about 80° F. and 75 to 250 eggs w'hich are small and pale yellow 
in colour are laid feebly attached to plant. The parents are spawn eaters and 
the eggs hatch in two to three days. 

Catla catla (Cuv. & Val.) 

Raj (1916) says that in Godavari River this form breeds about .August and 
^oung specimens are common in January. He refers to the rapid growth as 
observed by Mitchell (1875). Mukerjee (1935) says that in the fry the red tinge 
of the gill filters out through the transparent operculum. Though this fish 
grows well in still waters it does not breed there. 

Amblypharyngodon microUpis (Bleeker) 

According to Raj (19x6) the breeding season extends from October to Decem¬ 
ber at which time he says the fry are quite common. He gives a description 
of the fry. 

Antblypharyngodon melettina (Cuv. & Val.) 

WiHey (19x1) ^2ys that females three inches long are found egg-laden in 
December in Ceylon. Deraniyagala (1930) refers to the development of a cuta¬ 
neous symphysal flap over-lapping the upper jaw during breeding seasons. 

Rasbora dankonius (Ham. Buch.).^ 

Raj (1916) observes this to breed during rains In September and October' 
in Madras, where it is common during the breeding season along with the 


’ The development of this has since been worked out by the author* 
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Sty oi Amblypharyngadofh Nauria danrica and Barbus vittatus. Deraniyagaia 
(1^30) coHccted gravid females from a number erf places in Ceylon. Innes (1935), 
Mellen and Lanter (1935) and Stoye (i 93 S) give notes on the breeding of this 
Ash in the Aquarium. The spawning temperature is 80® and eggs are attached 
to Ane plants. 

Rasbora rasbora (Ham. Buch.) 

According to Thomas (1870) this form breeds in June and July in the West 
Coast. 

Rasbora labiosa Mukerji. 

Horn (1937) has collected young of this form in November, anti gravid 
females in February. 

Rasbora tnaculata Duncker, 

Mellen and Lanier (1935) say that the spawning temperature is 80® ana 
that the eggs arc deposited on the under surface of leaves. Stoye (1935) gives 
the distinguishing features ol the male fish. 

Rasbora taeuiata Ahl. 

The spawning temperature of this fish is about 80° and about 250 eggs are 
laid at a time. (Innes, 1935, M«dlen & Lanier, 1935, and Stoye 1935-) 

Gymnocypris waddellii Regan. 

Stewart {1911) says that in the ripe specimen the mature ova attain the 
impressive size of 2.5 mm. 

Hrachydanio rerio (Ham. Buch.) 

lnne.s (1935), Mellen and Lanier (1935) anj Stoye (1935), give notes on the 
breeding of the fish in the aquarium and the method of rearing of the larvae. 
Innes (op. cit.) refers to the occurrence «)f sterile hybrids of B. rerio and i?. 
nigrofasciatus. The male is brightly coloured during the breeding season and 
from 150 to 350 transparent eggs are laid by the female. The parents are 
spawn eaters. Tht? larvae come out in atx>ut 2 days and appear to be provided 
w’ith adhesive glands which enable them to cling to the sides of the aquarium 
for about two days. The spaw’ning temperature is abtmt 80® 

Brachydanio nifirojasciatus (Day) 

The breeding habits of this sjjecies are given by Innes (1935) and Mellen and 
Lanier (1935) in the aquarium and they refer to the difficulty of breeding it. 
The spawning temperature is about 80®. Stoye (1935) gives notes on the breed¬ 
ing of the fish. 

Hrachydanio alboUneatus (Blytli) 

Haake (1930) gives notes on the care of this fish in the aquarium and its 
breeding habits. Innes (1935), and Mellon and Lanier (1935) also refer to the 
breeding of this fish in the aquarium which are similar to those of B. rerio. 

The young develop rapidly and attain sexual maturity in six months. .Stoye 
<1935) says that the breeding habits are similar to those of others of the group. 

Mltiiae. 


Nemachilus sonaius (McClell.) 

Day (1878) gives the colouration in the young. 


Nemachilus notostigma Bleeker 

Deraniyagaia refers to his collection of young of this form in Ceylon. 


9 
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LepidocephaUchthys thermalis (Cuv. et yal.J ^ 

Day (1878) records the presence- of 2,500 eggs in a female; According io 
Raj (1916) the breeding season in Madras Qxtends frpm October to January. 
Deraniyagala {1930) has collected gravid females in Ceylon, 

Botia geto (Ham. Buch.) 

Day (1878) gives the larval characters of this form. 

Situridae. 


Wallagonia attu (Bloch) 

Khan (1924 81 1926) has given notes on the early development of this form 
and Ahmed (1934) gives a brief note on its embryology. Deraniyagala (1930-32) 
has collected female specimens with mature ova from Kelaniya (Ceylon) on 
25-2-27. The present writer has taken a very young specimen from a tank 
in Trivandrum during the middle of May 1938. According to Khan 
the eggs are yellowish and hatch out in twonty-four hours. The fry is 
omnivorous with cannibalistic tendencies. 

Callichrous himacuJatus (Bloch) 

Rao (1919) gives a short note on the development (f this form. Derani¬ 
yagala describes the eggs and records the collection of ovigerous females and 
young specimens in Ceylon. 


Arlidft 

The buccal incubation recorded in some of the members of this family 
whose breeding habits are known is so interesting that it practically eclipses 
the parental solicitude displayed by other fishes. The eggs are heavily yolked, 
large in size and few in number and these are carried in thi* mouth of the 
male. They are aerated by the respiratory current i>f water and the egg bear¬ 
ing male never feeds during this period. The larvae are also carried inside 
the mouth until they are able to take care of themselves. Note’* on the spawn¬ 
ing habits are given by Day (1878), Willey (1910), Jenkins (1910), Raj (1916). 
Deraniyagala (1930-32), and Chidambaram (1941). 

Aritis falcarius Richardson. 

Wdley (1911) has recorded the buccal incubation in this form and gives a 
description of the eggs and the egg carrying males. Raj (1916) gives the breed¬ 
ing habit according to which the spawning season extends from SeptemIxT 
to November, when large numbers congregate in estuaries to deposit their 
spawn. 

Arius sona (Ham. Buch.) 

This is a marine and estuarine form and Day (1889) gives the characters 
of the young specimens. 

Arius jella (Day) 

Chidambaram (1941) describes in some detail the parental care and early 
development of this fish at Madras where the breeding extends fiom August 
to March. The eggs are heavily yolked and yellowish green in colour and 
measure from 10 to 10.5 mm. in diameter. Soon after oviposition the eggs 
are fertilized by the male and transferred to its mouth where they undergo 
the embryonic development. They hatch after a month and the larvae continue 
to remain inside tbeHiJuccal cavity for about another month by which time 
the yolk sac gets completely absorbed. The male docs not feed during the 
whole period. 

Arius jatius (Ham. Buch.) 

Jenkins (1910) records the capture of a larvae-carrying male while* shrimp 
trawling .inr the Ciilputtoa River in, Khulna District. 
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Osteogeniosus military (Linne) 

This is a marine and estuarine form and Jenkins (1910) describes the egg 
and parental care of this species. Similar notes are given by Deraniyagala 
(1930-32) according to whom O. sthenocephalus. Day is probably a sexual modi¬ 
fication of O. militaris. 


Bagridae. 


Mystus vitiatiis (Bloch) 

Raj (1916) refers to his collection of ovigerous females in the month of 
March. 

Mystus guUo (Ham. Buch.) 

According to Day (1878)^ and Willey (1911) the eggs of this species are 
small sized as in the related forms. Eggert (1930) suggests that the female 
of this form may have the habit of carrying the eggs in the folds of its ab¬ 
dominal skin. 

Mystui^ aor (Ham. Buch.) 

Raj (1940) has recorded for the first time the interesting breeding habits 
of this form. It is suspected that the eggs are incubated by the male attached 
to its ventral side which is thrown into vascular folds. The young on hatch¬ 
ing out remains in a shoal under the parent and for some period appear to 
get nourishment from a white fluid exuding from the highly vascularised villi- 
forin processes of the ventral surface. Some of the larval stages of the fish 
are described. 

Mystus secnghala (Sykes) 

Raj (19.10) infers from his observations that the breeding habits of this 
species is similar to that of ill. aor, 

• Gagata cetiia (Ham. Buch.) 

Day (1878) refers to sc>mc small specimens he examined from Darjeeling. 

Clarldae. 

Very little is knowm about the breeding habits and early development of 
fislies belonging to this family. 

Clarias teysmannii (Bleeker) 

Deraniyagala {1930-32) describes the colour of the eggs and records the dates 
of collection of ovigerous females in Ceylon. 

Hatcrapaeastldae. 

Heteropneustes fossihs (Bloch) 

Day (1878) describes the ova from an ovigerous female captured at Bez- 
wada. According to Deraniyagala (1930-32) this form spawns all the year round. 


Siaaridae 

Sisof rhabdophorus (Ham. Buch.) 

'Day (1889} says that the young of this has the habit of remaining under 

dt^es. 

(To he cmHnued'.y 



NOTES ON THE INDIAN MAHSEERS. 

BY 

K. DE B. CODRINGTON. 

In Vol. xli (Nos. 2, 3 and 4) and Vol. xlii (No. i.) of the 
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, Dr. Sunder Lai 
Hora continues his researches upon the Indian Mahseers. In 
his prefatory papers in Vol. xxxix of the same Journal, he con¬ 
fesses that *the precise generic ami specific limits of the forms 
included under this composite term’ are not easy to define. He 
also stresses the want of field observations, especially from ang¬ 
lers. The following notes are based upon plentiful catches re¬ 
cently made in the Ghorband, Kurram, Swat, Jhelum, Chenab, 
Sutlej' and Kistna rivers, and in certain of the Indian lakes and 
other enclosed waters. Although I have collected fish elsewhere, 
I must confess that I found the preservation and transportation 
of specimens of Mahseer impossible under war-time Indian con¬ 
ditions. I suggest that it would be profitable to issue simple 
directions for dissection to collectors, so that information as to 
the condition of the ovaries could be recorded photographically. 

1. Nomenclature. 

Dr. -Hora recapitulates the current explanations of the name 
Mahseer, and in doing so quite rightly disposes of a good deal 
of bad etymology. Dr. Chhabra’s rejection of the derivation from 
Persian Mahisher is interesting; he points out that the Persian 
compound should properly be Shermahi. One of the common Bar¬ 
bels of Afghanistan, of which I sent specimens to Dr. Hora from 
both sides of Hindu Kush, is actually known as Shirmahi, but 
it has neither a big head nor is it a lion-hearted fish. Dr. Hora 
makes it plain that many of the dialect names of the Mahseer 
refer to its big scales, but he might have added to the Bengali 
Mahasaul (Mahasalkalin) the common Marathi name Masla 
(Mahasala) which is corrupted into Kawli massa, ‘the scale fish*. 
Again, in Afghanistan, the Mahseer is knowm in Persian as Mahi- 
patra, which, also, means ‘scale fish’. The fitness of the term 
is clear and it is not surprising that it is used from the Kistna 
to Bengal to Afghanistan. On the other hand the Tamil name 
Bom-min (Pon-min) identifies the Mahseei as ‘the gold fish*. 

2. Area. 

The eastern limits of the Mahseer are extensive but vague. It 
certainly exists in Burma and friends of mine from Siam and the 
Philippines have professed to recognise Dr. Hora*s excellent plates. 
However, leaving aside the known African species and possible 
Mesopotamian relations, the western boundary of the Indian 
Mahseer species is clearly defined. They exist in the Hub and 
Other rivers in the neighbourhood of the Karachi coast. They 
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are found in the rivers of Baluchistan, Waziristan, in the Gomal 
and the Gumti and the Kurram, and I have caught specimens my¬ 
self at Begram, near Charikar on the united Ghorband and Panj- 
shir Rivers in Afghanistan, as well as in the Kunar (Chitral) 
River below Kila Drosh. Local fishermen at Begram, who are 
familiar with the Mahseer, though somewhat uncritical of its speci¬ 
fic points, say that it does not run very far up the Ghorband and is 
not found at all in the Panjshir itself. It is not found, or recog¬ 
nised, in the Helmand river or in the tributaries of the Oxus 
system. It seems clear that the H\indu Kush-Kabul Kohistan 
watershed is its western limit in this region, as it is the 
eastern limit of the Oxus trout. With reference to trout in 
Asia, it is well worth noting that everywhere in India this fish 
is a western importation. The Kurram was stocked with trout 
from Kashmir; but it is perhaps also worth recording that H.R.H. 
Shah Ahmad Khan recently put some Oxus trout in a tank in his 
garden in Paghman near Kabul. With regard to the Kabul Valley, 
the Mahseer is not found in the Kabul River above the Tangi Gam 
falls, or in the Logar. Nor does it occur in any of the Kabul 
Kohistan streams, which are drained dry by irrigation canals and 
do not communicate with the Ghorband-Panjshir-Kabul system, 
except when in spate. 

3. Migraiiou, 

The Mahseer is generally treated of as being a migratory fish, 
running up river to spawn. The suggestion that it does not run 
up\ the Ghorband much above Begram or up the Chitral River 
above Drosh, which I believe to be true, indicates an upper limit 
of migration of about 6,000 feet altitude for those latitudes. With 
regard to peninsular India ‘Skene Dhu’ {The Angler in India, 1923, 
p. 19.) records that it is not to be found in rivers rising below 
1,000 feet above sea level. This suggested lower limit is probably 
too low, but I did not find the fish, or any knowledge of it, in the 
Manjira River .system, a tributary of the Godavari in Hyderabad 
State. Moreover, the whole question of the altitude limits of 
tolerance of the Mahseer, and of its migratory nature, is compli¬ 
cated by the undoubted fact that in many parts of India, Mahseer 
are found in lakes and artificial tanks at varying altitudes. I have 
caught small Mahseer virtually at sea level in the Kolak River, 
north of Bombay, though I believe this river is open to upward 
migration to a fair altitude {1,300 ft. ?). On the other hand, 
many of the canals in Northern India have Mahseer in plenty, 
which cannot possibly migrate to higher spawning beds. Even 
where there are fish-ladders, I have never been able to convince my¬ 
self that they are effectively used. This is a subject of some 
importance. These canal Mahseer undoubtedly develop normal ova, 
but until direct evidence of spawning is available, it should not 
be assumed that their spawn is viable. Fry in great numbers are 
washed through the upper canal head-works during the spring and 
summer floods, and these are quite sufficient in number to main¬ 
tain a dense population. These semi-isolated fish may be compared 
with the Mahseer of such rivers as the Kistna, which during the 
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hot weather, are reduced to un-connected chains of pools. The 
great, high altitude lakes, such as the Kumaon Lakes or Bhaodara- 
dara in the Ghats above Bombay, are clearly fertile breeding- 
grounds, but fresh observations are urgently needed with regard 
to the sacred fish preserved in small artificial tanks, such as that 
at Hassan Abdal near Rawal Pindi. It is difficult to see how these 
fish are propagated. 1 have never been able to find any evidence 
that such tanks are restocked. 

The extant evidence may perhaps be summarised by saying 
that the upper altitude range of the Mahseer seems to be limi¬ 
ted in terms of a minimum temperature. In other words, the 
Mahseer does not like cold which is the reason why, in December 
and January, they congregate in their hundreds at the head of 
the famous Jungoo Pool at Tangrot, near the Jhelum-Poonch junc¬ 
tion, where there are warm springs. On the other hand, they 
flourish throughout the whole range of water temperatures normal 
to peninsular India. 

Since taxonomy cannot be divorced from environmental con¬ 
siderations, it would seem advisable to pay special consideration 
to the lake, tank and canal types of Mahseer. On the other hand, 
it is quite clear that the Mahseers of the great rivers of the North 
of India are migratory, though the causes of the upstream and 
downstream movements are not yet intelligible. For one thing, 
it is assumed that the spawning grounds lie upstream. Analogies 
based upon the habits of the salmon are obviously unjust, but, 
remembering the critical altitude—temperature factors controlling 
the viability of trout spawn—the assumption may be accepted as 
an optimum tendency. On the other hand, direct observations of 
the spawning of the Mahseer are almost entirely wanting, and a 
'certain conflict of evidence as to the times of migration and the 
seasonal development of the ovaries must be taken into considera¬ 
tion. Thomas (The Rod in India, p. 42.) put forward the theory 
that the Mahseer dropped its spawn by batches, lepeating the 
process several times in the year. There does not seem to be 
any evidence for this, beyond the fact that Mahseer are caught 
in varying states of ovarian ripeness throughout the year. Re¬ 
cently Hamid Khan in Vol. xli of the Journal of the Bombay 
Natural History Society, has suggested that there are three distinct 
spawning seasons, (i) January and February, (2) May and June and 
(3) September, the monsoon flood months. 

Sufficient evidence is obviously wanting, but after opening over 
a hundred well-grown fish caught in the Jhelum throughout the 
year, i.ean find no confirmation for a May-June breeding season. 
The state of the ovaries of fish caught at Tangrot in late Novem¬ 
ber suggests a minor breeding season in January-February in 
those waters: while there is a good deal of evidence for what I 
t^ke to be the major breeding season in August in the upper Jhelum 
and Wular Lake. The fishermen at Tangrot insist that there are 
no adult Mahseer there from late June to late September. I, my¬ 
self, have fished at Tangrot in early June, when Jungoo was un¬ 
populated and the junction Pool empty of big fish. I have followed 
the river downwards from Ningle on the Wular Lake, which I 
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found empty in the last week in June, to Domel and saw the 
first shoals (Punjabi, Toli) pass Rampur a week later. I have 
returned to Tangrot in the last week in September to see the 
first sizeable fish appear in the junction Pool and Jungoo. More¬ 
over*, I examined the higher pools of the Poonch on the same clay 
as the first shoal showed in Jungoo, and found fish at Chak, six 
miles up, the intervening pools being empty. It would, therefore, 
seem to be true that the fish, which congregate in thousands at 
Tangrot during the cold weather, run up either the Poonch or the 
Jhelum in May and June and return in September. 

4. Breeding in terms of Migration, 

It is important that the conditions of the normal cycle of move¬ 
ment should be examined. Fortunately in the cold weather until 
February, the Poonch at Tangrot is crystal clear, and its pools 
can be examined in detail, wherever the banks are high enough 
to enable one to look down. The fishermen say that the small 
fish are the first to arrive in September and the last to leave in 
June; and the Tangrot Fisherman’s Records also suggest that 
this is so. In many places in the Jhelum above Domcl, there 
are fish-jumps. I watched one of these, three miles below Rampur, 
in the first week in July, and saw hundreds of fish pass upwards. 
Before Kashmir State developed the timber trade, it seems that 
the fish arrived in these reaches much earlier, but now in June the 
river is a mass of floating logs, the effect of which can be seen 
in the scarred and battere<l fish caught at all seasons; one-eted fish 
are noticeably common. 

The upper Jhelum is, on the whole, a clear w^ater river, the 
snow-water settling in the Wular basin. Snow-water floods occur 
on the Poonch from the end of February to the end of April. 
Rain floods begin in June, when the monsoon breaks, and continue 
until well into August. The water is then thickly coloured by 
the river’s muddy tributaries, the Kunhar being especially turbid. 
Since the fish do not begin to move upstream until shortly before 
the rain-floods, it is difficult to see how there can be a summer 
spawning season, as Hamid Khan suggests. The mass of water 
and the speed of the current forbid it. By the end of August 
the river is clear and the water has fallen considerably. It con¬ 
tinues to fall until the snow-floods start in the Spring. In May, 
between the snow-floods and the rain-floods the water again falls 
considerably. The available evidence seems to me to suggest that 
there are two breeding seasons on a migratoiy basis:—at low 
water in January and February in the lower Poonch at Tangrot; 
and in August in the Upper Jhelum and the Wular Lake. 

It is important to realise that small Mahseer are to be caught 
in the lake at all times. The fishermen of Sopore catch them, 
illegally, on long lines, and I have seen them taken from the 
water in June, before the migratory fish arrive from the lower 
reaches. Furthermore, among the small fish to be caught at 
Tangrot in late May and September are large numbers of obviously 
juvenile fish. They are of proportions and have a pearly lustre, 
which is quite unlike the livoi^ of the mature fish, and is indeed, 
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unmistakable. Although I have frequently caught small Mahseer 
of li lbs with developed ova, these juvenile fish are all immature. 
In September they are seldom much over a pound in weight, but 
in June I have caught them up to 7 lbs with rudimentary ova. It 
is possible, therefore that the fish spawned in the early Spring at 
Tangrot do not migrate until they are yearlings. Unfortunately 
there is no evidence, for the summer flcK)d months at Tangrot, when 
the floods forbid netting and the colour of the water makes rod¬ 
fishing impossible. But it is certainly true that the Mill Reach 
above Jungoo, w^here a little stream joins the Poonch, is plentifully 
supplied with infantile Mahseer, from 4 ins to 8 ins in length at 
all other times. I must, however, admit that I have never seen 
Mahseer fry in the upper Poonch or Jhelum, though I have thought 
I have identified them in the pellucid, colourful depths of the 
Wular Lake. 

I have one further piece of evidence as to the migration of the 
Mahseer. On Christmas day, 1941, Major Roger Bacon, then 
Political Agent, Khyber, saw many large fish trying to pass the 
head-works of the Upper Swat Canal at Amandara. In the first 
week in February I myself saw the same thing. There were at 
least two dozen fish in the pool below the dam. Neither Major 
Bacon nor I were able to land one of these fish. It is worth 
noting that it is usually said that the Mahseer leave the upper 
Swat river in October and lhat its waters are empty till April. 
This is evidently not so. Indeed what Major Bacon and I saw, 
suggests a tendency to work up stream in early spring; and this 
tendency is probably instigated by the fact that the best breeding 
grounds lie up-stream. 

5. Taxonomy, 

I can add very little to the discussion of the specific arrange¬ 
ment of the Indian Mahseers, except to point out that, from the 
point of view of behaviour, they are all of a kind. As a genus, 
they provide the fishermen with a single problem. Here a clear 
distinction must bf3 drawn between the large mouthed Barbus .spe¬ 
cies and the small mouthed. Fishing for Mahseer is altogether a 
different proposition from fishing for Barbus jerdoni or Barbus 
dohsoni. Of the Mahseers, two of the reported species seem to 
me to be well-established—the Bokar of the Assam rivers and 
the dark green, tubby fish of the Kistna. My notes on both these 
fishes show a remarkable consistency of colour, size, scale and fin 
count. I have too little experience of the Mahseers of South India 
to generalise, although I have had a certain number of them in 
my hands. 

It is, perhaps, natural that the available descriptions should 
make much of the Mahseer’s colouration. It certainly is very strik¬ 
ing, but it must be confessed that it varies very considerably. 
Moreover, the colours of the living fish change rapidly after death, 
the reddish tones strengthening, while the jade green and,blue 
tones pale to brown and slate. Thomas, with the living fish in 
front of him, describes the dominant Bawanny Mahseer as worthy 
of its name, Bom-Min, the gold fish. He says that its colour is not 
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really gold-fish-like but ‘something between the colour of a bright 
new sovereign and that of bright, shining copper fresh from the 
mint, the burnished copper the colour of the outside of each scale, 
and the tinge of brighter gold flashing through the centre of each 
scale and coming out almost all over the gill covers and showing 
freely in parts of each fin*. He specifically says that this is the 
‘predominant colour of every scale*. I have seen these golden 
Mahseer in the Bawaniiy and accept Thomas’ description. I have, 
also, seen his second type of Mahseer ‘with grey back, silver stom¬ 
ach and bright orange fins and tail*. But I have never been fortunate 
enough to catch his third, with ‘deep chocolate coloured back and 
fins, the colour blending into golden brown on the sides and gills 
and fading into white on the stomach’ the eye being vermillion. 
‘Skene Dhu* quotes three Mahseers :—(i) the Punjab Mahseer which 
he describes as ‘silvery with scales becoming golden below the lateral 
line and fins reddish’, (2) ‘The Mahseer of the Narbudda (in which 
river No, (i) is also to be caught)—Pale Blue*, and (3) the* jet black 
Mahseer of the Kalinadi River, which he also reports from the Pun¬ 
jab. His pale blue Mahseer from the Narbudda is common enough; 

I have, also, caught these fish at Rupar on the Sutlej. I have never 
seen a black Mahseer, though I have caught many that were either 
deep jade green or dark slate, and I have noticed that the green 
body colour usually goes with gold-red fins, the others having 
pinkish fins which rapidly redden after death. 

Dr. Hora states categorically that the colouration of Barbus 
(for) putitora ‘varies considerably with the type of waters in¬ 
habited by it*. I think that this warning should be applied to 
all Mahseer species as, indeed, it does to trout and many other 
genera and species of fish. The most extreme example of colour 
variation I have found among Mahseer was a female fish of 27 
lbs., which I caught in the Swat River, in the sandy pool above 
the head-works of the Upper Swat Canal. It was an opaque w'^hite, 
exactly the colour of the river bed. This was an old fish, which 
may account for the want of silvery tones, but the conformity with 
the background was most striking. Fish of this size are not 
washed over the dams even in floods, and as I have never seen 
the fish-ladder at this particular head-works used, upwards or down¬ 
wards, I am inclined to think this fish had inhabited the pool for 
some considerable time. 

With regard to the precise identification of the Mahseer species 
of the rivers of North India, any fisherman with sufficient ex¬ 
perience will, 1 think, agree as to the existence of the two 
acknowledged species, Barbus (tor) putitoruy and Barbus (tor). 
Tor of Hamilton. The former is a long, racy fish, with a big 
mouth and a long head; the latter a shorter, heavier fish, with a 
smaller mouth and a shorter head. On the other hand, I admit 
that I cannot distinguish Hamilton’s Barbus (tor) moral from his 
putitora., As I have said, I feci that until a larger number of 
living fish have been described, little weight should be given to 
differences of colouration in distinguishing Mahseer species as a 
whole. My first impression is that the Mahseer of the Kurram, 
Ghorband and Kunhar Rivers are of the Putitor type. But this 
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does not amount to more than my second impression^ that the 
Putitor inhabits faster water than the Tor Mahseer, and is there¬ 
fore found higher up the rivers. 

6. Sex and Size, 

Dr. Hora Vol. xli, pp. 278 et seq,) admits 

that the formation of the lips of the Barbus (tor) puiitora varies 
considerably, and says that this wide variation is common to the 
Mahseer species of India) as well as to ‘the large scaled Barbel of 
the neighbouring countries and Africa*. Thomas rightly observes 
that it is found in small immature Mahseer and rebuts the almost 
universal opinion of Indian fishermen that the Mahseer with hyper¬ 
trophied lips are females. Ghulam Muhammad, the chief shikari 
of Tangrot, is the only Indian fisherman I have ever met who knew 
this to be false. My own observation of sex differentiation are 
limited, but my experience indicates that the females greatly exceed 
males in number. I have only found three male Mahseer. All these 
were well under 7 lb. and were long, thin fish, noticeably less in 
girth than the females from the same waters. I am convinced that 
the bulk of large Mahseer of over 20 lbs. are female. I can find 
only one case of an alleged large cock fish in the Tangrot Fisher¬ 
man’s Books. This weighed 53 lbs. and was caught in the Jungoo 
Pool; no details of the dissection are given, and knowing the diffi¬ 
culties of field dissection, the entry may be considered dubious. I 
must, incidentally, record that 1 have never caught a Mahseer with 
hypertrophied lips of over 15 lbs. 

^ I have never preserved, or attempted to analyse, the scales of 
the fish I have caught. But, as I have already suggested, there 
is a great difference between the lu.stre of the average fish between 
three and twenty pounds and large fish of over twenty-five pounds. 
Most fish of over twenty-five pounds suggest senility, rather than 
maturity, and this is clearly indicated by the size and condition of 
the female organs. 

It is possible to get a fairly accurate idea of the range of size 
of the living Mahseer, by climbing the hill above the Jungoo pool 
at Tangrot. In November and December, the head of the great 
pool is thick with fish, lying head to tail. Immediately below 
the neck of the pool, where the warm springs are, lie the monsters. 
There are usually four or five fish of well over sixty pounds. At 
that time, the water is crystal clear and at midday every movement 
of tail and fins can be seen from above. The monsters hardly stir. 
Then come, rank after rank, the lesser fish. Occasionally a small 
fi^h noses its way into the high places of the great, only to scurry 
to the safer shallows at the first movement of a fin. At the tail of 
the pool, fish of up to 10 lbs cruise about, the smaller ones obviously 
feeding on the bottom or among the mixed fry near the banks. It 
is interesting to notice that sevcrstl fish of fifty two or three pounds 
have been caught at Tangrot, but none bigger. The monsters of 
Jungoo do not take any known bait, and the fact that even live 
bait will not move them, suggests that in old age the Mahseer 
becomes wholly a bottom-feeder. I have often noticed how bad 
the throat-teeth of the average Mahseer of over ten pounds are, 
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though this is probably not the reason why they turn away from 
the cannable delights of their maturity. There are many pools 
such as Jungoo is, throughout the length and breadth of IncHa^ I 
have watched the fish in them for hours throughout daylight, but 
I have never seen the really big fish feed. 

The infantile Mahseer, like the mature Mahseer, is omnivorous. 
But they have their seasons and close-seasons. In October in the 
Chiblat River at Hassan Abdal, the weed grows thick and luscious, 
and the Mahseer, also, grow fat on it, refusing all other bait, ex¬ 
cept a live frog, the one bait which may tempt Mahseer at all times 
oi the year. I have, also, noticed that the stomachs of the fresh 
run fish, arriving in Jungoo from upstream after the autumn down¬ 
ward migration, arc usually empty except for masses of convervae. 
But they will take minnow, live, dead or artificial, if it is offered 
to them sufficiently skilfully. The explanation seems to be that they 
are too tired for the first few days to face the rapids, near the 
banks of which the fry and small fish nervously hide. Fry are on 
the whole strikingly absent from such pools as Jungoo and in 
Scptember-October there is nothing much else edible in them, ex¬ 
cept convervae. A few days later the fish move out into the rapids, 
and the Fisherman’s Books and all who know Tangrot, agree that 
October is the river’s best month, challenged only by March. On 
the other hand it is hard to believe that the monsters live only on 
convervae. Molluscs are not universally distributed in such pools, 
or indeed, in any Indian river. I am inclined to think that worms 
form a larger part of the Mahseer diet than is usually admitted. I, 
also, have incontestable evidence that he does not spurn the drop¬ 
ping of the herds that go down to drink in the evening. 

The Tangrot Fisherman’s Books are full of references to ‘the 
Chilwa running* and laments of ‘no Chilwa*. I have never caught 
or seen Chela argenlea in the Jhelum or Poonch. There are plenty 
of silvery Tengra {Macroues seen gala) though they seem to run 
lather small; at least, I have never caught one of over 2 lbs. At 
the head of Jungoo, there are, also, usually one or tw’o large 
IVallago aitu. Thtre are, also, a few Kalabans (Laheo calahasti). 
Unlike the Tengra the Labcos are unprotected by spines, and they 
have no teeth like the fresh-water shark; it is evident that the 
Mahseer rules the roost in the lower Poonch and Jhqlum. The 
population pressure is set up by the Mahseer, itself, and, since he 
is essentially a cannibal, he probably also is its most important limit- 
ting agent. 

If the opportunity ever comes my way again, I shall certainly 
devote as much lime as possible to taking the census of pools 
like Jungoo, As everywhere, it is certain that the size and numbers 
of the fish are directly governed by the size of the waters and the 
richness of the feeding grounds. A big fish from the Chiblai 
would be inconsiderable by Tangrot standards. Moreover, all these 
Indian rivers have suffered at the hands of man. They have 
all, at times, been dynamited and are all netted and long-lined 
in spite of regulations and paid watchers. At Tangrot the recorded 
weights of fish caught do not provide a smooth curve. Fish up to 
15 Ids. are frequent and those of 25 lbs. are not infrequent. More- 
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Qver, fish of over 35 lbs, are surprisingly common. But in,between 
there seems to be a gap. My own records and observations of the 
population of Jungoo agree w^ith this, though I cannot account for 
it. It would be interesting to find out if the larger Jhelum fish 
migrate upstream to the Woolar Lake, a gruelling journey which 
would cause heavy casualties. It is possible that the monsters 
spawn in the lower tributaries of the Poonch, each having its fixed 
territory, so obviating the dangerous struggle upstream. I have 
never seen very large fish at the Jhelum fish-jumps during the 
actual migration, though it is common knowledge that fish of over 
50 lbs. are to be caught at Ninglc in August. 


A NOTE ON SOME SNAKES OF BENARES (U.P.)' 

BY 

M. N. Acharji, m.sc. 

(Zoological Surifey of India. Benares Cant.) 

The ‘Kaiser Castle’- at Benares, which at present houses the 
office and collections of the Zoological Survey of India, consists ol 
blocks of buildings in a large compound situated on the bank of 
the Varuna river. Specimens of snakes occasionally found in the 
compound or inside the rooms of the ‘Kaiser Castle’ have been 
collected by some members of the staff during the last three years. 
The collection at present consists of 17 specimens belonging to 5 
species. 

The collection at my disposal is far too small to give any idea 
of the number of species of snakes occurring in and around Benares, 
but as practically nothing is known of the snake fauna of this 
area, a record of the species already collected will, it is hoped, 
prove useful. Except for one paper by WalP on tlie snakes of 
the Fyzabad district, I am not aware of any works dealing with 
the reptilian fauna of the United Provinces specially. During the 
course of 19 months active collection at Fyzabad, Wall was able 
to collect 704 specimens referable to 18 different species. 

Fauna as a whole in Benares is very poor. NevilP has re¬ 
marked : ‘The density of population, the high state of agricultural 
development and the absence of forests or extensive jungles com¬ 
bine to render Benares one of the poorest districts in the matter 
of wild animals of all those that are comprised in United Provinces.’ 

I am grateful to Dr. B. N. Chopra, Director, Zoological 
Survey of India, for going through the manuscript and making 
some helpful suggestions, which, I feel, have materially improved 


* Published with the permission of the Director, Zoological Survey of India. 

* Named after the owner H. E. Sir Kaiser Shumshere Jung Bahadur, Rana 
of Nepal. 

* Wall, F., Journ., Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc., xviii, pp. 101-129 (1907), 

* Nevill, H. R., Gazetteer of Benares, xxvi, pp. 17-18 (1909). 
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this note. I am also thankful to those members of the staff of 
the Zoological Survey, who have collected the specimens on which 
this note is based. 

The following 5 species are represented in the collection: 


Family: Colubridae. 


1. Ptyas nmcosus (Linn.): 8 specimens; collected in ^larch, 
July, September, October and November. 

2. OUgodon arnensis (Shaw): 2 specimens; collected in 
March, and April. 

3. Lycodon a. aulicus (Linn.): 4 specimens; collected in June, 
July and September. 

4. Natrix piscaior (Schneider): i specimen; collected in June. 

Family Elapidae. 


June. 


Naja u. imja (Linn.): 2 specimens; collected in April and 

PtyafflracMss (Lion.) 


(The Rat Snake or Dhaman) 

1758. Coluber tuucosus, I.inn, Syst. Nat,, Ed. 10, p. 22b. 

18(14. Pyas mucoiius, (iunther, Repi. Brit. India, p. 249. 

1943. Ptyas mucosus, Smith, Fauna Brit. India. (Reptilia & Amphibia), 
iii, p. 159. 

There are 8 specimens in the collection, varying in kmgih Ijetween 
413-1670 mm. 

Wall {loc. cit., 1907, p. 114) has remarked on the variation in the range 
of ventrals and subcaudals in this species and has pointed out that in the 
Fy/abad specimens there is a tendency for the subcaudals to be fewer in num¬ 
ber than in the examples he had previously examineil from Cannanore. The 
same is also observed in the 8 specimens from Benares that I have examineil, 
as is seen in the accompanying table. 


Comparative Table of Scale Counts. 


Fyzabad collection 
Benares „ 
Cannanore „ 



Ventrals 

Subcaudals 


(8) » c7 

192-207 

100-126 


(8) ? 

191-206 

108-1 IS 

••• 

; (8) 

192-209 

102-124 


1 (4) c? 

197-202 

127-137 


(3) S 

192-196 

128-132 


According to Smith the range in the number of the ventrals and the sub¬ 
caudals is as follows: 

V'entrals 190-213; Subcaudals 100-146. W’all and Pope* have stated that 
the males are greater in length than the females. 

Ptyas mucoms is found throughout India and Indo-China. It has also been 
recorded from Java and Sumatra. 


‘ The figures in parentheses show the number of specimens on which the 
scale counts are based. 

* Pope, C. H., The Reptiles of China, x, p. 221 (i935)- 
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OUgodM araeuii (Shaw) . 

•T- •• *. 

(The 'Common Kurl«i Snake.)^ 

1802, Coluber atnensis, Shaw, Gen. Zool. iii, p. 526 (based on Russell^s 
fig. 3 »). 

1890. Simotes atttensiSy Boulenger, Fauna Brit. India. (Kept. & Batrachia), 
P* 3 H- 

1943. Oligodon arnenshy Smilh, Fauna Brit. India. (Rept. & Amphibia), 
iii, p. 225. 

Uligodon ttrneusis is represented in the collection by two juvenile specimens, 
measuring 185 and 175 mm. respectively. 

The larger specimen has 32 black bars on the btxJy and 12 on the I ail, 
while the smaller one has 34 bars on the body and 10 on the tail. The broad¬ 
est black bars occupy 3 scales. They are narrower on the sides, have white 
margins and do not reach the ventrals. 

WalP has noted that specimens from the United Provinces, Punjab, N.W. 
Frontier and Western Himalayas have ^1-54 black bars on the body and 9-12 
on the tail, while one specimen from Orissa had 37 bars on the body ami 6 
on the tail. 

Smith after examining a series of specimens from different localities came 
to the conclusion that the number of black bars on the body and the tail 
is roughly correlated with the geographical distribution of the species. He 
arranged them as follows : 

Ceylon, 13-18 on the body, 3-6 on the tail. 

India, South of lat. 20® 18-30 on the body, 4-16 on the tail. 

India, North of lat. 20“ 7-20 on the body, 7-20 on the tail. 

In both the specimens from Benares the loreal scale is present. According 
to Smith this scale is usually pres'mt in spt'cimens north of lat. 20®, but absent 
in examples south of that line. Wall (lor. at., 1914, p. 755) has also remarked 
that the loreal is rarely absent in examples from Fyzabad 

Oligodon arnensis is very widely distributed, and is one of the common foims 
found in the United Provinces. According to Smith ‘Its habits are chiefly 

diurnal, and it appears to make its home for the most part in masonry, 
domiciling itself in bungalows and out-houses*. 

Lycodoo aslicns atillciif (Lian.) 

' (The Common Wolf Snake.) 

1758. Cpluber aulicus, Linn., Syst. Nat., loth Ed., p. 220. 

1870, Lycodon aulicus, Stoliezka, Journ., Asiat. Soc. Bengal, xxxix, p. 201. 

1943. Lycodon a, aulicus. .Smith, Fauna Brit. India (Kept. & Arnph.), iii, 

p. 26^. . . , 

^There are four examples of Lycodon a. aulicus in the collection varying 

in total length betvvk-n 450-540 mm. Wall' gives the total length of the large>,t 
male and female of this species, so far recorded, as 692 and 737 mm. res- 
pekively. ‘ ; 

In .every specimen there ore 8 upper labials, of which the 3rd, 4th and 5th, 
touch the eye. There is absence of brown spots on the upper labials- of cne 
specimen (collected in Sept. 1942), while the rest have faint brown spots. 

In all the 35 examples in the Kyzab-nd collection examined by Wall (loc. cit., 
1907, p. 113), the anal scale was found to be divided. In my collection from 
Benares there is one specimen in which this scale is entire. This aberration 
has been recorded by Smith (loc. cit„ 1943, p. 255) several species of Lycodon, 
such as aulicus, striatus, and travancoficus. 

The' colouration of all the four .specimens is of the same type, but the 
number of cross bars on the dorsal surface varies con.siderably. One example 


‘ Wall, F., Journ., Bombay Nat. Hist, 80c., xxii, p. 751 (IdW). 
“ Wall, F., Ophidia Taprohanica, p, 169 ( 1921 ). 
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has H) cross bars, one 15, one iH and the remaining one 10. In every case 
these bars are wlittish with faint brown spots. 

Smith* has described the arboreal habit of Lycodon aulicus, stating * U is a 
good climber and appear^ to prefer the . roof to the floor’. 

Nalrix piscator placator (Schneider.) 

(llie Chequered Water Snake.) 

1799. Hydrus piscator, Schneider, Hist, Amph,^ i, p. 247. 

1940. Natrix p, piscator. Smith, Rec. Ind. Mus., xlii, p. 483. 

1943. Natrix p. pisiator, Smith, Fauna Brit. India (Kept. & Amph.), iii, 
p. 295. 

Four fairly well defined races of this species are recognizable, dependent 
chiefly on the colour pattern and geographical distribution. 

According to Smith the following races arc found in India : 

1. Natrix piscator piscator. 

2. Natrix piscator fiavipunctata. 

3. Natrix piscator asperrimus. 

4. Natrix piscator melanzosius. 

There are blackish spots on the dorsal surface giving off a bluish sheen. 
The spots are arranged in a ‘Chess-board pattern’. The under-surface is 
whitish. The scale counts and the length of the single specimen in my collection 
are given below : 

Scale counts: Mid-btKly 19; Vcntrals 138; Caudals 78. 

Total length : 976 mm. Tail 269 mm, 

Natrix piscator chiefly feeds on frogs and fish. It causes great destruction 
to fish, when they are herded into shallow water at the end of the dry season. 

Kail nail nija (Linn.) 

(The Indi<an Cobra.) 

1758. Coluber ttaju, f.inn., Syst. Nat., lotli Ed., p. 221. 

1943. Naja n. naja, Smith, Fauna Brit. India (Kept. & Amph.), iii, p. 431. 

The most striking point of interest in the present species is the variation 

in the colour scheme and in the markings of the hood. Smith on the basis of 

the ‘hood design’ divided ‘Indian cobras’ {Naja naja) in three races, which can 
be correlated to some extent with geographical distribution also. Dannerman 
tk Pocha'*, after examining a series of specimens, had come ti> the same con¬ 
clusion many years earlier. Wall found 12 different design.s or patterns^ of 

the hood markings in his 39 examples from Fyzabad.® Out of the two 
specimens under report, the hood markings are distinct in one and tally with 
the markings shown by Wall on Plate I, fig. 4. In the second example 

the markings are interrupted «ind broken on the sides. 

The a)louration is brown in -one specimen .and blackish brown in the'- 
other. The" total length of the specimens is 870 anti 780 mm. respectivtdy. 


* Smith, Jourtu, Nlsii. Hist. Soc., Siam, i, p. 16 (1Q14). 

* Bannerman, W. Pocha, J. B., Journ., Bombay Nat. Hist Sqg*, xvi, 

p. 638 (1905). . / 

* There are beautiful plates in black-and-white drawn "b)* Wag' {Journ.. 
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc.\ xviii, pi. I & II, 1907) showing different hood patterns 
found in Fyzabad specimens. 



THE HEMiPENlS IN REPTILES, 


BY 

Charles McCann, f.l.s. 

{With lo plates and 4 text-figures,) 

Introdi;ctiox. 

On g’oing: through the Fauna of British India (23) (Reptilia), 
2nd ed., vol. ill (Snakes), we find several descriptions and seven 
illustrations of the hemipenes of snakes. These descriptions and 
illustrations have been largely based on material dissected out of 
spirit specimens, and, consequently merely give a picture of the 
organs in a quiescent state, retracted into the base of the tail. Such 
descriptions and illustrations, though valuable in themselves, can 
give no idea of the organs in the everted condition, which is per¬ 
haps the truer aspect. The study of the everted organ may poss¬ 
ibly throw some light on the habits, anatomy, and other features 
of the various species. It is already well-known that there is a 
considerable variation in the structure of the hemipcnis from genus to 
genus, and in some instances from species to species. Although some 
herpetologists have attempted a classification based mainly on the 
morphology of these structures, there appears lo be plenty of room 
for further investigation based on especially collectcvl material. 

Col. Frank Wall (13), that indefatigable field-worker on Indian 
snakes, was apparently the first to draw attention to the subject 
of the possibility of a classification based on the structure of the 
hemipenis. In 1923 when reviewing the genus OUgodon in the 
Records of the Indian Museum, Wall wrote: , 

*A study of the genitalia shows that there are very different varieties to be 
met with among the species, and it is possible the genus, as now represented, 
may be divided hereafter on this basis. 



A 


B 


Fig. I, Hemipenes of A. OUgodon albocincius; B. O. sublineatus (after Wall.) 


‘However I have the genitalia of only four species, it is wisest provisionalty 
to let them all remain under the one generic tide Oligcdon.’ (l,e„ p. 305.) 




Hemipenes of Snakes. 

I. Hydrophis cyanocinctus (Daudin) , 2. Bungarus ccBVuleus (Schnd.): 3- Vipera russelli (Shaw); 4 Python molurtts 

(Linn.) ; Natrix 'btscaloy (Schncl ) . 6. P\tas mitcosus Giinther, (partially protruded); 7. P mucosus (fully everted). 
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*The male genitalia vary in the species here included in one genus, and it 
is possible that this variation may be used as a basis for a subdivision of the 
|(enu$ into two. I have dried genitalia of four species in my collection, la 
taeniolatus and suhlineatus the organ is relatively small, cylindrical and beset 
with recurved cartilaginous processes from base to extremity, just as one sees 
an so many other species of the Coluhfidae. In albocinctus and juglandifer, 
however, the organ is relatively very large, cylindrical, and increases in girth 
from base to extremity, being cleft at the extreme tip. There are no recurved 
processes. The proximal third has feeble longitudinal rugae, the middle third 
a honey-comb network, and the distal third concentric and somewhat imbricate 
rugae (see figures)* (Z.c., p. 306,) 

Although Wall saw the possibility of a classification of snakes 
based on the structure of the hemipenis, he evidently did not persue 
the subject further for I can find nothing more from his pen relative 
to it. Wall had only dried genitalia of four species and describes 
‘two forms’ in his paper referred to above. The illustrations of 
the two types, fig. i, .show clearly the differences, although the organs 
are not fully everted. Here we must leave Col. Wall and pass 
on to a decade later. 

In 1933 C. H. and S. H. Pope {17), undertook a study of the 
Asiatic and Malasian Green Pit-Vipers identified under the name 
Trimeresurus gramineus and published their results in the American 
Museum Novitates, Their investigations were based entirely (?) 
on preserved material dissected out from specimens in the collect¬ 
ions of the British Museum (Natural History) and those in the 
American Museum of Natural History. The results indicate that* 

*A study the hemipenis of nearly every valid species of Trimeresurus has 
convinced us that this genus may be divided into groups of allied forms having 
different types of hemipenes.’ (Z.c., p. i.) 

The authors were conscious of the possibilities arising out of 
this method of classification for they asked the question: 

*. . . is the hemipenis more or less stable than the vaiiuus external 
characters generally relied upon for the determination of the species and even 
genera? Also, is it more valuable for the separation of large or small groups, 
iff the classification of snakes? In the genus Trimeresurus, the hemipenis is 
excellent for the separation of the various species into groups, but we think 
it would be dangerous to generalize until more detailed data on this organ in 
other genera are available.’ {l.c., p. 3.) 

However, a serious difficulty with this form of classification is 
undoubtedly the determination of the females. The authors, quoted 
^bove, refer to this aspect in their conclusion which reads; 

*The females of T. gramineus and T. stejnegeri cannot be distinguished 
from each other with certainty, while mature males are recognised at once 
by the form of the hemipenis. Immature males generally may be separated 
by colour characters. The meaning of this similarity in two form with radically 
different hemipenes is not understood but may be correlated with ecological 
adaptations therefore field studies are much needed.* (l.c., p. 12.) 

The frequent handling and observing of living snakes ^and liz¬ 
ards first drew my attention to the subject of the hemi^nis on 
account of the frequent eversion of the organ when handled. Jhis 
behaviour led me to consider the subject of copulation in mam^f 

10 ^ 
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its aspects in these two groups of reptiles. With a view to under- 
stand the true characters and function of the organ, I adopted a 
simple process of everting the organ when in the fresh condition^ 
and of fixing it in the everted condition in preservation. This 
method, which I shall explain below, can only be applied to fresh 
material, i.e. recently killed animals. The photographs and dia- 
grams will fully illustrate the points I have raised. Before proceed¬ 
ing, however, it is necessary to give a brief explanation of the 
structure of the organ without delving too deeply into its anatomi¬ 
cal details and myology, and to refer to the postures assumed 
during coitus, which, I am of opinion, have a very significant bear¬ 
ing on the subject. Unfortunately, I have very little literature at 
my disposal and must therefore rely largely on my own observ¬ 
ations. 

'A discussion on the structure of the hemipenis in snakes and 
lizards would perhaps be incomplete without reviewing the struct¬ 
ure of the male genitalia throughout the Order. Accordingly, I 
will discuss the structure of the corresponding organs of crocodiles 
and chelonians by way of comparison. 

Structure of the hemipenis. 

To start with, allow me to quote the definitions given in some 
of the standard text-books: 

Parker & Haswell (7): ‘A pair of vascular eversible copulatory sacs which 
when everted are seen to be of cylindrical form with a dilated and bifid apex» 
open into the posterior part of the cloaca.’ 

Sedgwick (4): ‘There are two penes. They have the form of eversible 
hollow sacs o|>ening into the posterior wall of the cloaca and attached by a 
retractor muscle, passing from the hinder end, to some of the caudal vertebrae. 
A groove runs to them from the opening of the vas deferens for the conveyance 
of the sperm. Erectile tissue is found in their walls. The organs can be 
everted through the anus and used as copulatory organs. They are present 
in both sexes, though less developed in the female.* 

Smith (23): . have paired copulatory organs. . . . Each organ consists 

of a tube of erectile tissue, which can be everted like the finger of a glove. . . . 
They are flattened on their inner sides, more rounded externally.* (l,c. p. 10.) 

The above statements are but general descriptions which give 
us very little idea of the true structure and appearance of the organ, 
and therefore, need a certain amount of explanation to ensure 
clarity, as the characters vary much from the quiescent to the active 
condition. 

Gadow’s (3) descriptions of the organs in the various groups are 
in more detail; they read as follows: 

Lizards I *The cloaca of Sauna is somewhat modified; instead of the Copro- 
daeum, Urodaeum, and Proctodaeum forming three successive cham^rs, the 
urodaeum is practically reduced to its dorsal half, forming a dorsal recess 
between the two chambers. The Coprodaeum is restricted into several success¬ 
ive chambers, and is always well shut off from the urodaeum by a strong 
sphincter. The urodaeum receives the urinary secretions, which are mostly 
chalky white and are rather conslstant instead of being fluid. The right and 
left oviducts also open into it. The vas deferentia open into the dorso-lateral 
portions of the walls of the urodaeum, but the sperma is conducted by folds in 
the lining of the chamber towards the base of the copulatoiy organs, which, 
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although arising from the lateral and posterior corners of the cloaca, where 
uro- and procto-daeum meet, are stowed away outside the cloaca. These 
organs are always paiied. The proctodaeum or outermost cloacal chamber is 
shallow. Its inner opening is round and is furnished with a strong sphincter, 
but it is surrounded and covered by lips of the outer skin, which forms a 
transverse slit. This is due to the peculiar arrangement of the copulatory 
organs. 

Each organ consists of a tube of erectile tissue, and can be everted like 
the finger of a glove. To the apex of the tube is attached a long retractor 
muscle, which arises from the ventrcnlateral surfaces of the caudal vertebrae 
and extends a considerable distance back. When at rest and witMrawn the 
organs form conical, longitudinal swellings on each side of the root of the 
tail, an external feature by which male specimens can generally be distinguished. 
Only one organ h inserted at one time.* (pp. 498-499.) 

Snakes : ‘The cloacal arrangement is essentially the same as that of the 

Lacertilia, but snakes possess no urinary bladder. The copulatory organs are 

stowed away beneath the skin in recesses of the posterior lateral corners of 
the shallow cloacal vestibulum. Each organ is usually bifurcated at the free 
end, and furnished with little spike-shaped, but scarcely horny, excrescences. 
On each side of the outer cloacal chamber, in both sexes, lies a roundish 
gland with an offensive, strongly-scented secretion; that of various Boas smells 
disagreeably sweet and musky.* (p. 585.) 

T. Rymer Jones’s (i) remarks on the structure of the hemipenis 
are of special interest, they are as follows: 

*(2025.) . . . The earliest app€‘arance of the copulatory organs is seen in 

Serpentes and in the Lizard tribes; and in such reptiles it will be observed 

that the penis is rather a provision for securing the juxtaposition of the 
sexual aperatures of the male and female than an* instrument of intromission. 
The two lateral halves of the penis (or corpora cavernosa^ as we shall have to 
call them hereafter, when they become conjointed in the mesial line) are as 
yet quite separate, and palced at each side of the cloaca fissure, from which 
they protrude when in a state of erection, so that there appear to be two 
distinct organs of excitement, or, more properly speaking, of prehension : for 
each division, being of course imperforate, is covered with sharp spines, and is 
obviously rather adapted to take firm hold of the cloaca of the female than 
to form a channel for the introduction of the seminal fluid.* (l.c., p. 758.) 

The organ is paired. When at rest the two halves are re¬ 
tracted outside in into the base of the tail. On dissection of the 
tail the operator only sees the inner surface of the organ. In this 
position it appears like two subcylindric, linear, muscle processes 
lying adjacent to one another. The organ is scarcely separable from 
the retractor muscle itself, except for a slight difference in colour, 
and texture on palpation. The retractor muscles extend the whole 
length of the tail. Nothing of the formation of the sculpturing is 
visible. On opening one of these bodies the operator sees what 
would be presented externally in the everted condition, but much 
shrunken and distorted, and therefore, he does not get a true 
picture of the external morphology of the organ. From this as¬ 
pect of the organ we must pass to the everted aspect to under¬ 
stand its characteristics. As the two halves are exactly alike a 
description of one half will suffice. 

Broadly speaking, half the organ, when everted, presents the 
shape of a flower bud with a short or long stalk. To facilitate 
description I shall refer to the stalk as the pedicil and the ‘bud* as 
the head* The division between the pedicil and the head may be 
well demarcated or barely so. The pedicil may be strongly or 
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feebly armed with spines or excrescences of varying size and shape, 
or with fleshy transverse collars, flounces or ridges. Likewise the 
surface of the head may be beset with similar structures; or, both 
regions may be smooth or with just a few fissures or furrows. 
The head may also possess horn-like appendages. On the inner 
face {the side facing the central long axis of the bddy) there is a 
deep or shallow groove. This groove, known as the sulcus, may 
be clearly visible up the entire length of the organ or it may be 
less pronounced in the region of the head itself. This groove is 
in direct communication with the opening of the ureter, and acts 
as a channel for the conveyance of the spermatic fluid. (A few 
ridges run from the base of the opening of the ureter to the base 
of the sulcus.) 

The bulk of the tissue composing the organ is erectile tissue, 
and when everted the organ is hollow within, except for the mus¬ 
cle strands drawn up from the retractor muscle and the semi-car- 
lilaginous ‘ribs’ supporting it which are only visible in certain 
species. I shall refer to these structures under the specific heads 
•of the species I have so far examined. The position of the organ 
at rest is often visible externally. It is represented by a thickened 
area just below the vent, but certainly does not always form an 
infallible distinguishing character between the sexes without fur¬ 
ther investigation. In practiced hands an animal can, many a 
time, be made to evert the hemipenis on pressure at a point a 
short way below the vent. It may evert only one or both halves 
simultaneously. To attain the extrusion of both halves together 
(which is sometimes possible) pressure must be exerted at a parti¬ 
cular point. This must be located by practice. Merely lifting up 
an animal by its tail may occasionally produce the same result. 

On going through the Fauna (23) we find the statement: ‘In 
pairing, only one organ is everted at a time, but which one is im¬ 
material, and depends upon the side the male happens to be at 
the time of copulation.’ Gadow (3) makes a similar statement. 
On what grounds the “observation” or “conclusion” rests I am un¬ 
able to say, but it certainly gives rise to much room for doubt 
when we consider the structure and behaviour of the hemipenis in 
the living animal. A significant point is the posture assumed 
during coitus. There is hardly any possibility, if at all, of observ¬ 
ing the insertion or extraction of the organ for: 

(a) the organ is only everted when the two vents are approxim¬ 
ated; . 

(b) the organ is collapsed soon after the emission of the seminal 
fluid and the cessation of sexual excitement, and accordingly it is 
retracted at the time when the two vents separate. 

With these two serious difficulties in view, actual observation 
is almost, if not entirely, impossible. I have frequently observed 
lizards in coitus, but have never been able to establish whether 
one or both halves of the organ are inserted for the reasons stated 
above. Even if a pair of lizards or snakes in coitus were killed 
instantaneously, the killing of the animals would result in the im¬ 
mediate cessation of sexual excitement, and would probably be 
IbHowed by the partial or complete collapse of the hemipenis. 
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Again, under normal circumstances there is the possibility that one 
hemipenis may retract completely in advance of the other, and the 
partially retracted one may be ‘trailed’ in a flaccid condition for a 
while outside the vent. Such a ‘trailing’ of the penis after coitus 
is not infrequently observed among anserine birds. Injury to the 
organ during coitus may also result in belated retraction. This 
last point I have occasionally observed in Calotes, Perhaps the 
accidental extrusion of the hemipenis on such an occasion may 
have given rise to the statement quoted above. 

Testudines. 

Testudines ,—The formation of the penis in tortoises and turt¬ 
les has been described in the Fauna {15) along with that of croco¬ 
diles. It reads as follows: 

*In crcx:odilians and chelonians a median unpaired penis arises from the 
ventral wall of the proctodaeum and is extruded through the anterior end of 
the cloacal slit. On its dorsal surface there is a deep groove which leads 
back to the openings of the seminal ducts.* (l.c., p. 29) 

On p. 54 there is a little more detail: 

*The cloaca is large and its divisions are imperfectly defined. The procto¬ 
daeum contains the unpaired copulatory organ, which is deeply grooved on 
its dorsal surface and is constructed much like that of the Crocodilia. Th(^ 
coprodaeum and urodaeum are confluent, and into them open the genital ducts, 
the bladder and the end of the gut, the termination of the latter being well 
marked.’ 

^ T. Rymer Jones (i), writes: 

*(2026.) In Chelonian reptiles the penis is much more perfectly developed, 
and really constitutes a very efficient intromittent instrument. The two cor¬ 
pora cavernosa, after commencing separately, approach each other, and 
become united along the mesial line so as to form a single organ of consider¬ 
able size, terminated at its extremity by a glans-like dilatation. There is, 
however, no corpus spongiosum, nor urethral canal properly so called; the 
latter is represented by a deep groove which runs along the upper surface 
of the penis from the cloaca to the extremity of the organ; and it is along 
this groove that the spermatic fluid is conveyed during coitus.* (l.c., p. 758.)- 

So far I have not had the opportunity of examining the genitalia 
of a freshly killed male specimen. 

Crocodilia. 

The description of the penis cannot be dismissed in general 
terms in the Crocodilia as it is rather a complex structure. This 
statement is all the more forcible when it is viewed from the as¬ 
pects of comparative anatomy and field observations. Gadow (3) 
describes it in the following terms; 

‘In the latter (proctodaeum) is stowed away the large copulatory organ. 
It arises out of the medio-ventral wall of the cloaca, and has a deep, longitudinal 
gifoove cm its morphologically dorsal side for the conduction of the sperma, 
the vas deferentia opening near its basal end. On either side of the root of 
this organ, in both sexes alike, opens a peritonial canal, wide enough in 
large specimehs to pass a goose-cjuili. The outer opening of the cloaca forms 
a longitudinal slit: within it dorso-laterally, are the openings of the two^ 
anal musk glands.’ 
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The Fauna (15) states: 

‘On its dorsal surface there is a deep groove which leads back to the 
•Openings of the seminal ducts.* 

^ T. Rymer Jones (i), writes: 

^(2029.) In the Crocodiles and higher Saurians the penis in its structure 
resembles that of the tortoise; and instead of a urethra, there is merely a 
deep groove traversing the upper surface of the organ, along which the semen 
trickles out of the cloaca.* (l.c., p. 758.) 

To the field-worker the position of the sulcus offers some diffi¬ 
culties which I shall indicate below, after describing the organ. 
For the purpose of clarity I shall refer to it (the sulcus) as being 
ventrally situated. 

Crocodilus palustris Lesson. (PI. Ill & PI. V) & Text-fig. 2. 

The penis is composed of solid .fibrous tissue and consequently 
cannot alter its size and shape when under the stimulus of sexual 
excitement. The ridgity of the organ, however, is compensated 
for by the presence of erectile tissue at its base which is capable 
of altering the position of the penis from the retracted, resting posit¬ 
ion to the protruded active posture. The erectile tissue merely 
acts as a hinge. At rest the organ is reverted into the cloacal 



Fig. 2 

Copulatory organ of Crocodilus palustris Lesson. 


lit., i.e. it is retracted backwards bringing the sulcus nearest 
the^ vertebral column and the extremity pointing backwards towards 
the tip of the tail. When erected the position of the org^in is 
reversed, the distal end pointing foreward. In this position the 
sulcus is brought below (and is ‘ventral’). It is this change in 
the position of the sulcus that confounds the field-worker. Viewed 
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from below, i.e. the side of the sulcus, the penis appears as though 
it were composed of two halves, the sulcus forming the dividing 
line* At the proximal end the fibrous tissue forms two large re- 
Versedly club-shaped bodies (Crus) narrowing towards the distal 
end and then widening again to form the terminal lobed extremity. 
The sides of the penis between the two extremities are somewhat 
fiattened about the middle. Viewed in profile there is observed a 
distinct upward bend about the middle of the organ. The distal 
extremity is enlarged, and as already mentioned, lobate. There are 
two main lips; the upper forming a rigid hood over the cavity formed 
between the two; the upper lip is firm, broadly ovate, with a deep 
cleft at its tip; the lower is boat-shaped and slightly in-curved and 
exceeds the upper lip in length; its distal extremity terminated in 
two somewhat triangular flaps on either side of the sulcus. From 
the lower lip a median ridge, which increases in height, runs down 
into the cavity formed by the two lips. The sulcus arises out of 
a tubular structure at the proximal end, between the fibrous bodies, 
and extends forward to the extremity of the lower lip, it is bord¬ 
ered by subfleshy ridges. The structure and position of the organ 
suggests a ventral union of the sexes and a copulatory hold during 
coitus. However, the correctness of this suggestion must be 
proved by actual observation. It also seems possible that coitus 
in these bulky animals takes place in water. 

The Female Cloaca. 

A reference to copulation without a consideration of the female 
genitalia and its morphology would be incomplete, therefore I 
must give a brief description of it as well. 

The text-books make no reference to the female cloaca in parti¬ 
cular, but describe the cloaca in general terms which apply to both 
sexes. However, for the purposes of this paper it becomes necess¬ 
ary to differentiate not only between the cloaca of both sexes, 
but to consider them in and out of the breeding season. There is 
little or no change in the case of the male, except for the fact that 
the testes and ducts display a marked reduction or increase in size 
according to the seasons. In the female, however, there are very 
marked physiological changes which take place from the active to 
the inactive condition of the ovaries. This point is perhaps well- 
known, but 1 drew attention to it in my articles on Amphipia and 
Reptiles published in the Journal. The changes are of particular 
significance when we consider the subject of copulation, particularly 
in reptiles with bifid introversal organs. 

Snakes : The cloaca of a female snake, when its ovaries are in 
an advanced state of activity, is not as well defined into three 
compartments as in lizards. The, coprodaeum is confluent with 
the hind end of the gut from which it is barely distinguishable. 
In a fresh state (as in lizards) its opening almost reaches the last 
►chamber or proctodaeum thus preventing the fouling of the middle 
chamber or urodaeum to any great extent. The urodaeum is 
formed by a dorsal invagination into a comparatively enlarged, 
saccate chamber which opens posteriorly into the proctodaeum* 
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[The proctodaeum is comparatively short. The wall of both the 
urodaeum and the proctodaeum are thrown into longitudinal (fluted) 
folds. The proximal ends of the oviducts are considerably enlarged 
ipfo oblongs thick-walled, glandular chambers which open directly 
ip^to the dorsal portion of the urodaeum. These chambers appar* 
ehtly function^ as * shell glands*. Unlike the lizards these * shell 
glands* are not separated by a narrowed portion of the oviduct 
from the urodaeum. This description is based on median sagital 
fictions made through the cloacas of preserved specimens of 
N^irix stolata (PI. VI, E,F,) and Naja naja, and a freshly killed 
Ftyaf mucosus; all gravid. Ii could find no appreciable dilTerence 
between the species. 'It is worthy of note that, apart from the 
general reduction of the organs during tlie inactive ovarian period, 
the opening of the oviducts are closed. 

Lizards : According to my observat ions the cloaca during the 
active condition, is as follows: (PI. IX F.—H.) 

The cloaca is well differentiated into three compartments, the 
coproda^um, urodaeum, and the proctodaeum. The coprodaeum 
at its hindermost end forms a mammilate, extensible tube which 
enters the urodaeum. It is supported by a suspension membrane 
from the mid-dorsal line of the urodaeum. This membrane part¬ 
ially divides the urodaeum into two halves. The urodaeum is 
separated from the proctodaeum by a sphincter partition. On the 
dorso-lateral sides of the urodaeum, and just above the protruding 
end of the coprodaeum are the entrances of the oviducts. The en¬ 
trances to the oviducts are large, the portion just above them 
is elastic and is easily dilated without undue pressure from within. 
The opening of the proctodaeum to the exterior is ^ closed by a 
strong fold of the external skin. A point worthy of note, in pass¬ 
ing, is that the mammilate portion of the coprodaeum, suspended 
within the urodaeum is able, on extension, to reach the orifice 
formed by the sphincter separating the urodaeum from the proc¬ 
todaeum, a device which probably prevents the fouling of the 
urodaeum during defaeciation. (The above description is based on 
a freshly killed specimen of Hemidactylus fnaculatus in breeding 
condition.) (PI. IX, figs. F—H.) IX, D,E. 

Testudines : The cloaca of a female mud-turtle (Lissemys 
punctata) during the period of ovarian inactivity does not exhibit 
a clear differentiation into the chambers characteristic of the liz¬ 
ards. The terminal portion of the gut is cut off from the uro¬ 
daeum by a sphincter. Posterior to this sphincter another sphincter 
shuts off the much reduced urodaeum from the rest of the posterior 
end of the cloaca. Beyond the posterior sphincter the urinary 
bladder opens on the ventral floor of the cloaca. Immediately 
following the narrow neck of the bladder is a dense-tissued collar, 
the arms of which reach to the posterior sphincter. From the 
dorsal surface, but outside the passage of the proctodaeum, arises 
a solid, fibrous, clitoris-like structure which protrudes into the 
cloaca, but not through its wall; this body is seated on a somewhat 
spongy base whidi allows of a certain amount of movement to it. 
The walls of the proctodaeum are thrown into somewhat obscure 
folds. The oviducts enter the much reduced urodaeum and in this 
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condition of sexual inactivity they are imperforate; the openings 
are somewhat laterally situated. (PL IV, B.) 

In an example exhibiting ovarian activity in an advanced state 
there is a considerable enlargement of the oviducts and the now 
perforate openings. The ova occupy much space in the abdominal 
cavity. (PI. II.) 

Crocodilia: The text-book descriptions of the cloaca in these 
Saurians are as follows: 

Sedgmck (4) :• *The cloaca is divided into two parts by a muscular fold. 
Into the anterior chamber open the urinary and generative ducts by separate 
and paired openings. There is no bladder. On the ventral side of the posterior 
chamber of the cloaca is a grooved penis very similar to that of Chelonia. 
Peritonial canals are present in both sexes and open on either side into the 
cloaca at the base of the organ.* (l.c., p. 379.) 

Parker & Haswell (7): *In Crocodilia and Chelonia, instead of the copulat- 
ory sacs there is a median solid penis attached to the wall of the cloaca, and 
a small process or clitoris occurs in a corresponding position in the female.* 

Smith (15): ‘The cloaca is formed as follows :—^The coprodaeum and uro- 
daeum are confluent and form a large oval bag, closed in front and behind by 
strong sphincters. Normally it acts as a receptacle for urine, and into it 
also opens the oviducts, near the base of the clitoris. The proctodaeum or 
outermost chamber contains the large unpaired penis. This arises from the 
ventral wall of the chamber and has a deep longitudinal groove on its dorsal; 
aspect to conduct the seminal fluid. On either side at the root of the penis 
opens the peritonial canal. The outer opening of the cloaca is a longitudinal 
slit, and within it, placed dorsodaterally, are the two anal musk-glands.* 
(I.c. p. 34.) 

The following are my own observations on the cloaca of a 
female crocodile during her period of ovarian activity; 

The anterior chamber is large and is suspended dorsally by a 
strong suspension membrane. Internally the walls of the cham¬ 
ber are thrown into several deep, longitudinal folds: its posterior 
end widens into a large cavity; apart from the folds already refer¬ 
red to, the walls of the chamber are much vermiculately rugose 
throughout. From the posterior enlargement a narrow, much 
longitudinally fluted passage passes backwards under a dense- 
tissued, fluted, bulbous knob, arising from the mid-dorsal surface; 
the knob is posteriorily notched. Just beyond this dorsal protuberance, 
arises, from the ventral floor of this passage, a peniform clitoris 
with its distal extremity directed towards the opening of the vent. 
The walls of this passage are deeply longitudinally furrowed. The 
oviducts are much enlarged and longitudinally furrowed. The 
oviducts both enter the anterior chamber of the cloaca, the open¬ 
ings being somewhat dorsal in position. (PI. V, fig. A.) 

Im reptiles the period, between the commencement of the reduct¬ 
ion of the gonads and the beginning of their regeneration to 
activity, corresponds roughly to the period when the desire for food 
is predominant, namely, the period when the animals are not 
aestivating or hibernating as Ac case may be. This period.' Is 
devoted to feeding activity and the consequent storage of large 
accumulations of fat in tissues especially assigned for Ac purpose. 
The marked reduction in Ae size of the genital organs from the 
greatly enlarged active condition to the much reduced inactive 
state makes room for the accumulation of fat that would not be 
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possible if this change did not take place. At the end of the period 
of activity, the genitals once more commence to show signs of 
returning activity. It is at this time that the animals embark on 
their period of aestivation or hibernation as the case may be. It 
is during the inactive life of the animal that the genitals develop 
to their maximum. Most of the stored fat is gradually absorbed 
and the area occupied by it is once more filled to capacity by the 
enlarging genitals, particularly in the case of the females. Thus 
the animal’s life may be divided into two main periods: (i) the 
feeding period, and, (2) the period of sexual activity (including the 
period of hibernation or aestivation and the actual union of the 
sexes). 

In a female with inactive ovaries, the cloaca displays no marked 
peculiarities, for during that period the entire genital system is 
reduced to a minimum and in some instances the organs atrophy 
to such an extent that the animals become difficult to sex with any 
degree of certainty without careful dissection. On the contrary, 
when the ovaries are active there is a marked increase in the size 
of the ovaries themselves and a corresponding enlargement and 
appearance of the oviducts and the walls of the cloaca. Both the 
latter become more ‘spongy’ and furrowed to give the necessary 
elasticity for the passage of the eggs. The ova mature within the 
body cavity, and when ripe break away and enter the funnel-shaped 
opening, the ostium ahdominale, of the oviducts. Fertilization 
takes place in the oviducts, for it is only when the ova are in a 
fairly advanced condition that coitus takes place. This has been 
my experience with such reptiles as I have observed and dissected 
after coitus. At this period the oviducts are at the fullest develop¬ 
ment and the aperatures to the exterior are at their largest. ' 

What are we to conclude from these observations? The only 
reasonable answer is that as the genitals are so reduced during the 
inactive period, coitus is physically impossible, and as far as I 
am aware does not take place, not to mention the possible absence 
of any desire to cohabit during such a period (the reproductive 
organs being reduced or atrophied. There is no marked reduction 
in the size of the hemipenis). 

From these considerations we must pass on to the postures 
assumed by reptiles during coitus. 

Postures assumed during coitus. 

Snakes: Snakes have no limbs. The copulating pair, like a 
fighting couple, at first entwine themselves, rope fashion, and ap¬ 
proximate the vents. It is only then that the male organ is inserted 
and coitus ensues. Whether the male uses its jaws in obtaining 
the first hold on the female, I am unable to say, but as I have 
observed a similar practice in other reptiles, such as lizards, 1 am 
inclined to the view that the same may obtain among snakes* Once 
the sexes are united in copula it appears to be immaterial whether 
they remain entwined or not. On this point we have some meagre 
^evidence. 
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Col. Wall (lo) writing in the Journal on the evidence of Mr* 
Hampton wrote the following in regard to a couple of cobras (Haja 
naja ): 

*In Trivandrum the pair remainejd coupled from it a.m. until 4-20 p.m^ 
on the 17th January. In Mr. Hampton*s vivarium coitus lasted intermittently 
for three days. He observed that the pair nodded their heads continually, and 
their bodies quivered. They did not take the slightest notice of anybody in 
front of the cave.. They did not expand their hoods, neither did they wrap 
themselves around one another, ^ch turned the vent upwards and sideways 
to effect engagement.* (xxii, 550.) 

Unfortunately the observer tells us nothing of the first engage¬ 
ment and so we must conclude that he did not witness it and that 
the observations refer only to the period after engagement had 
already taken place. Some important details arise out of these 
observations, namely, (a) coitus may be protracted for several hours; 
(b) that h is repeated periodically, (c) that the couple were not! 
entwined during the process. Similar facts I have observed in 
certain lizards. Another instance of snakes in copula was recorded 
in the Journal together with a photograph by Mr. A. R. Poyntz (14). 
In this instance the animals concerned were sea snakes. They were 
hauled out of the sea by means of a boat-hook. Both were en¬ 
twined and remained so when put on shore, in spite of the rough 
handling. In volume xxxvi (15) of the Journal there is a plate 
illustrating two phases during the copulation of two Rat-snakes 
(Ptyas mucosns). Figure 2 of this plate shows the pair entwined, 
which appears to be an earlier stage than figure i illustrating the 
pair unwound, but with the two vents still approximated. How¬ 
ever, further close observations are necessary on these details. 

Lizards : Although lizards generally possess well-developed 
limbs 1 have observed no true copulatory hold in these animals. 
After a brief period of manoeuvring round, the male generally 
makes a rush at the female grasping her fiercely by his jaws at 
the back of her neck, often wounding her in the effort. The vents 
are approximated and the union of the sexes ensues. At this 
juncture the male releases his partner’s neck and rema’ms stationary 
until separation takes place. The duration of coitus varies and is 
repeated at intervals. Like snakes, lizards possess a divided copu- 
latory organ. A point that is worthy of mention in passing, is 
that coitus usually takes place when the ova are already in the 
oviducts. I shall have occasion to refer to this point later. 

Testudines ; During coitus the male supports itself on the 
shell of the female, and remains in position by its own weight, 
but there is no hold in the true sense. It is common knowledge 
that the plastron in many species is very distinctly hollowed in the 

males. The sexes may remain in the copulatory attitude for a 

considerable length of time. 

Crocodiles: I can find no reference to a pair of crocodiles hav¬ 
ing been observed in copula, hence we have no information on the 
subject as to the presence or absence of a copulatory hold. 

After considering the copulatory poses assumed in the various 
groups of reptiles, we find that it is among such groups as 

do not employ a true copulatory hold during coitus, that wc 
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find a paired organ. In both groups the period of union is usually 
protracted and separation takes place only after retraction of the 
organ. As there is no hold to secure the sexual position till the 
act is consummated we must turn once more to the structure of the 
organ when it is everted to its fullest for an explanation of its 
functions. A pertinent question arises as to whether we are dealing 
with a single or dual organ. This point must be disposed of first. 


Is the hemipenis a single or dual organ? 

The word hemipenis itself suggests that we are dealing with 
‘half* an organ. The point is, Do the two halves unite together to 
form a single organ, or, does each part form a separate functional 
organ, one independent of the other? As already indicated, each 
hemipenis (when everted) has a longitudinal groove, the proximal 
end of which is confluent with the opening of the ureter to which the 
seminal ducts are connected and through which the seminal fluid 
enters the sulcus up the hemipenis. Then there are the very signi¬ 
ficant points that (a) both hemipenes are everted when pressure is 
applied to a certain point below the vent just above the organ (at 
rest); (b) when forcibly everted there is a strong tendency for the 
two to curve outwards, i.e. away from each other (this and the pre¬ 
vious point I have confirmed repeatedly by experiment); (c) there 
is the fact that the head of the penis is much dilated when fully 
everted; (d) there is no copulatory hold during actual coitus in 
animals that possess a hemipenis. Taking all these points into con¬ 
sideration I am inclined to the view that we are dealing with a 
single organ composed of two halves. The reasons for such an 
opinion are perhaps obvious, but for sake of clarity it will be bet¬ 
ter to express them: 

(a) the two halves of the organ when everted together result 
in approximating the two sulci, thus forming a ‘complete* tube at 
least in its lower portion for the conduction of the seminal fluid; 

(b) the dilated heads of the organ establish a firm copulatory hold 
within the female, thus dispensing with the need for an external 
hold during coitus. 

From these considerations and conclusions we must pass to 
another aspect of the cloaca. In snakes and lizards the openings 
of the oviducts to the exterior are very near the vent itself, they 
open into the urodaeum. There is no vagina as in higher animals. 
Such large organs as the hemipenis when fully everted could not 
be accommodated in the cloaca alone. This to my mind is a very 
significant point. In the crocodiles and chelonians there is suffi¬ 
cient space to accommodate the penis. Again, it must be rememb¬ 
ered that more often than not, the ova in both oviducts are fertilized. 
Spermatozoa received into the cloaca alone would, I think, in all 
probability not reach the ova to produce maximum fecundity as is 
generally the case. I readily realize that this view may call forth 
serious objections on account of the motility of spermatoza, but, 
for the present I introduce the suggestion merely by way of argu- 
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ment. Another point not to be lost sight of is the absence of the 
copulatory hold in animals possessing a hemipenis, namely snakes 
and lizards. Taking these points into consideration, 1 am of the 
opinion that at the time of coitus both halves of the organ are 
inserted, and further, that the distal heads enter the openings of 
the oviducts themselves. The large heads thus provide a sufficient 
lock to prevent the extraction of the organ during the passage of 
the seminal fluid. The union of the lowest portions of the two 
sulci form an adequate tube in the cloaca, and the upper portions 
a passage into the oviducts. 

A point perhaps worthy of consideration is that snakes and 
lizards are ‘belly walkers*; the body being usually adpressed to 
the ground. In animals with such a mode of progression a median, 
enlarged, solid penis would be somewhat of a hindrance during 
progression. The saccate, reversable and divided organ is more 
comfortably accommodated under the caudal vertebrae, apart from 
the fact that they perform the function of claspers during coitus. 
Another point worthy of note, though it has no direct bearing on 
the subject in hand is, that according to Wall’s (12) observations 
the hemipenis is extruded in embryos. He wrote as follows; 

‘The brood (of Hydrophis ipiralts) in an advanced stage of development in¬ 
cluded 10 males and 4 females. The males (with the genitals extruded) 
measured...* (xxvi, 432). 

Again in regard to the embryos of Russell’s Viper (Vipera rus- 
selUi) the same author states: 

‘The genitalia of the male are extruded up to about four days before exova¬ 
tion.’ (xxvi, 432). 

Having reviewed the many and complex aspects of sexual act¬ 
ivity in the various groups, I shall now pass on to the description 
of the male genitalia in the species I have had the opportunity of 
examining in freshly killed animals. I also introduce the descript¬ 
ions given in the Fauna (23) and those of Col. Wall in his various 
works by way of comparison. 


Descriptions of the m.^le genitalia under specific heads. 

Serpentes or Snakes. 

Boidae. 

Python molurus (Linn.) (PI. I fig. 4. & VII fig. 1.) 

The hemipenis of Python molurus and P. reticulatus are defined 
in the quiescent state in the Fauna (23) as follows: 

‘It is forked for about half its length, the lips of the sulcus being very 
prominent; throughout the whole length there are longitudinal folds, and 
just proximal to the point of bifurcation of the sulcus there is a fleshy tongue¬ 
shaped papilla; there are no spines.* (Z.c., p. 105.) 

Everted aspect: In the fully everted condition the hemipenis 
resembles the fruit of Trapa bispinosa (the Water Chesnut) on its 
pedicil. The pedicil is differentiated from the head; it bears 
no spines or excrescences but just below the base of the head arc 



369 JOURNAL, BOMBAY NATURAL HIST, SOCIETY, Vol 46 


two distinct fleshy collars almost entirely encircling* the pediciL 
They are broken by the sulcus. The lower of the two collars is 
stouter and exhibits a nodular excrescence on the side opposite to 
the sulcus. The upper is feebler and undulated. The head is 
broadly triangular in outline with a retuse depression at the distal 
extremity. The two free ends of the triangle each bears a slightly 
recurved papilla at the base of which are a few fascet-like depres¬ 
sions. The surface of the pedicil and the head exhibit very shallow 
fissures which probably represent fold lines. The sulcus arises at 
the base of the organ and is represented by a comparatively deep 
groove bordered by somewhat stout ridges. At the base of the 
head the sulcus branches dichotomously, the branches turning to¬ 
wards the outer faces of the head and finally terminate in the 
grooves below each papilla. The outer margins of the sulcus are 
surmounted by fleshy folds which have a tendency to turn inwards. 


COLUBRIDAE. 

Ptyas mucosus Smith (PI. I fig. 6 & 7) (PL VII fig. A-D.) & 
text-fig. 3. 

The Fauna (23) describes the hemipenis as follows:— 

*Hemipenis extending to the loth-iath caudal plate, not forked. The distal 
one third is flounced, the folds at the tip being much finer than those proximally: 
this area is followed by one of almost equal length in whi^ the flounces are 
much thicker walled and joined together in part to form the calyces; it is 
succeeded abruptly by a spinose portion, the spines being thick and fleshy, and 
terminating in a spicule; there are 11-12 in lateral series; at the base of the 
organ there are two very large spines. In addition the distal one-half or 
one-third is incompletely divided in two by invaginations of the external wall 
of the organ. The connection between them is maintained by connective tissue 
and is intimately connected with the sulcus. In general character the structure 
is that of Zaocys carinatus but the modifications are less developed.* ( 2 .r., 
p. 160.) 

Everted aspect: In the fully everted condition the hemipenis 
of P. mucosus is more complicated in structure and more difficult 
of description than that of Python molurus. The pedicil, which is 
well defined, supports a broadly quadrangular head which rests on 
one of its angles. For a short distance the proximal end is smooth 
all round; this is followed by an area of spines of almost equal 
length, the spines decreasing slightly upwards. At the base of the 
spinous area, on the side opposite to the sulcus, there are 2-4 spines 
much larger than the rest; the spines on the same side as the sul¬ 
cus are smaller than those opposit^ Each spine has a hard whitish 
core surrounded by translucent tissue. The extremity of the core 
protrudes externally as a sharp spicule. Immediately above the 
spinous area there is a deeply flounced area extending to the base 
of the head, the flounces d^rease in size upwards and pass into 
the rugose area of the head. The flounces encircle the p^icil but 
their continuity is interrupted by the sulcus on the inner aspect. 




Del C, McCann> 


Hene^li of Ptyis macosai Gfinthcr-A-D. 


A, The paired organ back & front; B, Top view; C, Lateral aspect; P, Spine; 
Sul., Sulcus; Lts., lateral rib. 


Cloaca of NafrJx ifolata Pope—E. & F. 


fTloaca of a female with eggs in the oviducts, showing enlargement of urodaeum. 
7 Ovd., oviduct; U., urodaeum. 






Joam., Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. Plate VH 



Del. C, McCann. 


Homipcoos of Snaket. 

I, Python molurus (Linn.); 2, 3 & 5, Nairix piscator (Schneider); 4, Bunjdartis caeruUus 
(Schneider) ; (>, Viper a russiAlii (Shaw), everted ; 7, V. siamensis Smith 
(drawing after Smith) reverted. 
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The quadrangular head when fully distended is somewhat trans¬ 
parent, especially towards the distal region. The angles are 
rounded. The supporting stays of somewhat cartilaginous tissue 
arc clearly visible extending from the two lateral angles to the distal 
or topmost angle (Fig, 3. Lts.). The surface of the head is shallowly 
flounced below, the flounces gradually passing into oblique rugose 
ridges which become almost obscure or obsolete towards the cent¬ 
ral area, but reappear along the central axis. The sulcus is well 

defined along the pedicil 
but gradually fades out 
except for a ridge along 
the wall of the head. On 
the opposite side to the 
sulcus there is also a 
fine ridge corresponding 
to it in position. At the 
base, the sulcus is bord¬ 
ered by somewhat strong 
ridges. 

Internal aspect : A 
long section of the 
hemipenis exhibits the 
following: Within the 
pedicil there are two 
cylindric bodies (Fig. 3. 
Er. cyl.) of erectile tissue 
separated from each 
other by a much finer 
cylinder. Both the large 
cylinders are attached to 
the walls. The upper of 
the two extends for a 
short distance into the 
head. At its distal end 
is Ugulate somewhat 



sections of the hemi- 
Er. cyl. = erectile cylinder; 
Mbp.= median septum; 


Fig. 3. Diagramatic 
penis of P. mucosus, 

Lts. ss lateral stays; 

Mds. sc median stay. 

cartilaginous body (Fig. 
3. Mds.) reaching the top of the head. At this point the ligulate 
structure supports two semi-cartilaginous ‘stays’ which extend to 
the lateral corners, A thin transparent membrane (Fg. 3. Mbp.) 
divides the interior of the head into two; it extends from the side 
of the sulcus, across, to the opposite wall. 


Coluber ventromaculatus Gray & Hardwicke. • 

The Fauna (23) describes the hemipenis as; 

*Hemipenis extending to the loth caudal plate; the calyculate area occupies 
1/3 of the organ, the cups being deeply scalloped and spinose; this area merges 
gradually into a spinose one, the spines being more or less uniform in size; 
there are about 20 lateral series.* (/.r., p. 168.) 

Col. Wall (ii) writes: 

” *The cf ctaspers in adults are studded with hook like hornv appendages* 
(xxfii, 4J-) 
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Lycodon striatus (Shaw) Stoliczka. 

The Fauna (23) describes the hemipenis of this species under 
L. jara; it reads: 

‘Hemipenis extending to the loth caudal plate; the distal 1/3 is obliquely 
flounced and calyculate, the remainder of the organ spinose, the spines being 
large and more or less equal sized throughout.* {l.c., p. 261.) 

Col. Wall (6) writes: 

‘The male organs are beset with numerous minute claw^ike appendages.* 
<xix, 104.) 

Lycodon aulicus (Linn.) Guenther. 

Regarding the hemipenis the Fauna (23) states: 

‘Hemipenis extending to the loth caudal plate; forked near the tip; the 
distal 1/3 is calyculate, the calyces being transversely arranged; the remainder 
of the organ has longitudinal folds which are beset with more or less distinct 
spines; starting from the calyculate portion of the organ and extending about 
half-way down, are two prominent folds composed of a number of short, flesh 
papillae.* (l.c., p. 264.) 

Col. Wall (6), writes: 

‘The copulatory male organs are beset with many minute recurved spines.* 
{xix, 97.) 

Everted aspect: In the fully everted condition the hemipenis 
is comparatively short. The pedicil is stout, and occupies approxi¬ 
mately 1/3 its total length being unarmed, and fully differentiated 
from the head. The head is somewhat obovately trigonous, and 
is armed with comparatively large curved spines, increasing in 
length towards the distal extremity. Each spine is embedded in a 
somewhat translucent membrane with a free and sharp extremity. 
The sulcus is deep, and extends up one of the angles terminating 
in the ‘pit* formed by the invagination and is margined by thick 
lips. 

Natrix piscator (Schneider) Smith (PI. I fig. 5) & (PI. VII. figs. 

3. S-) 

With regard to the construction of the hemipenis in the genus 
Natrix the Fauna^ (27) records the following: 

‘Hemipenis reaching the 7th or 8th caudal plate\ spinose and calyculate 
throughout, the spinies being more or less uniform in size. The lips of the 
sulcus are short or very short, the spines originating within the cup; at the 
base of the organ there are 2-4 large or very large spines.* (l.c., p. 281.) 

Under the specific head of N. piscator: 

‘Hemipenis extending to the X2th caudal plate, forked for about one-third 
of Its length; it is spinous throughout, the spines being relatively coarser at 
the distal end than at the proximal; extending for the greater part of its 
length are four prominent folds; there are no basal spines.* (l.c., p. 294.) 

Everted aspect : In the fully everted condition the hemipenis of 
N, piscator, the large columnar head occupies the greater part of 
the organ. The pedicil is very short. The head is large, bluntly 
quadrangular and bifid at the extremity; each bifurcation terminates 


^ There is a slight discrepancy between these figures and that given under 
the specific hea<flng below. 
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an a somewhat spherical head which is invaginated at the apex. 
The side opposite to the one bearing the sulcus exhibits a median 
prominent hump just below the thivision between the two distal 
hemispheres. The whole surface of the head is covered with small 
almost uniform recurved spines, except its basal end; in the distal 
region and on the hump the spines are a little larger. On the 
side of the sulcus very shallow fissures run obliquely upwards 
away from it, to the angles. The sulcus is well defined and runs 
up to between the lobes; at this point it bifurcates and furrows 
lead up to the invaginations at the top of the distal lobes. 

Atretium schistosum (Daudin) Guenther. 

Regarding tlie hemipenis of this species the Fauna (23) records: 

*Hemipenis forked at the junction of the distal 1/3 and the proximal 2/3, 
spinose and calyculate throughout; the calyces are thick-walled and present a 
honey-combed appearance; the spines are small and on the floor of the calyces. * 
(I.C.. p. 320.) 

Col. Wall (9) states: 

‘The cf clasper is beset with numerous falciform processes from the base 
to the tip.* (xxi, 1013.) 

Psamtnophis condanarus (Merrem) Boulenger. 

The Fauna {23) refers to the hemipenis under the generic heading; 
it reads as follows: 

‘The hemipenis is long and extremely slender, so slender that I have been 
unable to make a proper examination of it from the material at my disposal. 
It has neither spines nor calyces but is provided with longitudinal folds. It 
does not differ from the five species dealt with in this book.* (/.c., p. 362.—quotes 
Wall.) 

Col. Wall (8) records: 

‘The male ^jaspers 1 have found peculiar, differing from these organs in 
other snakes in that when forcibly extruded by digital pressure behind the 
vent they were directed downward instead of forward. They are thin, long, 
and spirally twisted reminding me of a black buck’s horn. Again they are 
entirely lacking in asperities or tentacles such as one usually sees on these 
organs in other snakes,* (xx, 630.) 

Elapidae. 

Bungaras caeruleus Boulenger. (PL I fig. 2.) & (PL VII. fig. 4.) 

The description of the hemipenis in the Fauna (23) is applicable 
to the genus. It reads as follows: 

‘The hemipenis extends to the fith-qth caudal plate; the dista! one-third or 
half is calyculate, the remainder spinose. The calyces are smallest near the 
tip of the organ and increase in size as they approach the spinose area. Each 
cup is stiffened by spine-like structures, which, like the ribs of an umbrella, 
hold the membrane and projects beyond the margin. The transition from the 
calyculate to the spinose area is fairly abrupt, the largest spines are those 
nearest the calyces; they are thick and papilla-like in form, and bear a small 
«harp spine at the tip. The bifurcation of the sulcus is about the middle of 
the calyculate area or at the junction of the calyculate and spinose areas, and 
the lips of the sulcus are beset with small spines throughout. 1 have found 
considerable variation within the specie as regards the number and form of 
the spines.* (Z,c., p. /joS.) 

11 
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Everted aspect ; In the fully everted condition the ^hemipeni» 
of p* caeruleus is well demarcated into pedicil and head. The 
pedicU is comparatively short and slender, and its surface is smooth. 
The head is somewhat oblong or ovate-oblong with a distinctly 
retuse apex; about its middle there is a constriction which separates 
the two areas of large and small spines. The spines are larger 
in the lower portion while those above the constriction are smal¬ 
ler and prickle-like. The sulcus is somewhat shallow but is well 
defined; it bifurcates just below the retuse apex and the arms loose 
themselves among the prickles. 

Naja naja (Linn.) Nikolosky. 

I'he Fauna (23) describes the heniipcnis as: 

‘Hemipenis extending to the 10th caudal plate, forked opposite the 7th; 
it is divided into three areas, which are fairly abruptly defined from one another^ 
namely a proximal one beset with minute spine, a median one with very much 
larger spines, and a distal calyculate area, the cups being poorly developed and 
having spinose edges. The median area is further interrupted by a narrow 
transverse, smooth area, which does not, however, intercept the sulcus or its 
two adjacent longitudinal ridges.’ ( Lc ., p. 429.) 

Col. Wall (10) writes: 

‘The male clasper is narrow and long surmounted with very small claw¬ 
like tentacles. It is not bif^d.’ (xxii, 550.) 

Hydrophiidar. 

Hydrophis cyanocinctus 

Daudin. (PI. I, fig. i.) & 

Text-fig. 4. 

The Fauna (23) describes 
the hemipenis as; 

’Hemipenis forked near the tip, 
and spinose throughout, except 
near the base, where there are 
longitudinal folds; the edges of 
the sulcus are also spinose.’ { Lc ., 

P- 455-) 

Everted aspect : The 

hemipenis in this species is 
comparatively small with a 
strong tendency to recurve, 
in shape it is somewhat ob- 
conic. The pedicil is shorter 
that the spinous head and is 
somewhat lobate. The head 
is elongately subcylindric, A 

narrowing towards the pedi- Fig- 4- Hemipenis of H. cyanocinctus : 
cil; its distal extremity is Fniire organ; B. Top aspect; C. mul- 
shallowly invaginated; its t.ple spme; /). Simple spine. 

surface is spinose throughout with the largest spines nearest the 
pedicil (the difference in the length of the spines is not very mark¬ 
ed). The sulcus is comparatively deep and its margins thrown 
into folds (rather lobed). It terminates in the invagination. 
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Hydfophls caerulesGcns Smith. 

The description of the hemipenis in the Fauna (23) reads: 

*Hemipenis forked close to the tip ; this is furnished with coarse flattened, 
papilla-like structures arranged in longitudinal series; the remainder of the 
organ is spinose, the spines being of moderate size, closely set and becoming 
slightly larger as they approach the base.* (l.c., p. 463.) 

Everted aspect: The hemipenis of. this species is very similar 
to that of if. cyanocyncta in shape and behavous when everted. 
The pedicel is about half the length of the head and is somewhat 
lobate. The head is subcylindrically obconic; its surface is spin¬ 
ous, the spines being a little larger at the base than above. The 
fleshy investments of the spines are connected to one another. The 
sulcus is comparatively deep and its margins are lobed and spin¬ 
ous; it leads into the invagination at the distal extremity. 

Col. Wall (3) writes: . - 

4, 

. the main stem when the oi^an is protruded, being about half an inch 
in length. . . . The organ! of one side is invaginated as it would be during 
the act of coition. I have never observed this pecularily in other snakes. Is. 
it a viperine characteristic?* (xv, 526.) 

Note: None of the specimens of Hydrophis I have so far examined 
exhibit a forked distal extremity. 


ViPERIDAE. 

VIpera russdiii Shaw, (PI. I, fig. 3 *) & (Pi- VII, fig. 6.) 

In describing the hemipenis of V. russelU the Fauna (23) states: 

‘Hemipenis extending to the loth caudal plate, forked opposite the 2nd to- 
3rd; calyculate in the distal half, spinose in the proximal, the largest spines 
being nearest to and extending beyond the fork.’ (xviii, 483.) 

Col. Wall (5) states again: 

‘The male genitals are peculiar. The clasper on each side is bifid, a character, 
I believe to be found in all vipers. I have also obseiwed the same condition in 
the sea-snakes, but not in any other colubrines. In a male 3 feet 7 inches in 
length, the main stem of each clasper ‘was about half an inch long.’ (xviii, 13.) 

Everted aspect: In the freshly everted condition the hemipenis 
of V, russellii naturally presents a very different picture from what 
is described above. The pedicil is extremely short and the distal 
end may be described as ‘sessile’. What is visible of it is en¬ 
circled by fleshy annuli. The head is remarkably U-shaped, the 
extremity of the two arms being deeply invaginated; its surface 
is covered with short prickles intermixed with large spines, the 
largest of which are restricted" to the sides of the arms of the head, 
diminishing in size within the invaginationsa. The sulcus is com¬ 
paratively deep, bordered by fleshy margins; it divides dichotom- 
ously and the branches lead up into the respective invaginations. 

Note : I am Indebted to Col. Sir Sahib Singh Sokhey, Director 
of the Haffkine Institute for presenting me with a living specimen. 
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Sattria or Lizards^ 

In the Fauna (x8) (vol. ii, Sauria) there is no mention cither 
under the generic nor specific heads of the structure of the hemi- 
penis in lizards beyond the general description given in the Intro¬ 
duction, already referred to. Evidently there has been no serious 
attempt at a classification based on the morphological characters 
of the hemipenis in the case of lizards as has been done in the 
case of snakes. However, after an examination of the limited 
material in my collection, it is clear that there is just as great a 
diversity in the morphological structure of the organ in this group 
as is exhibited in the snakes. For the purposes of comparison I 
have illustrated four types from four families, namely, Gekkonida^, 
Agamidae, Chamaeleonidae, and Scincidae, Very probably a fur¬ 
ther study of the subject will reveal that there are also differentiat¬ 
ing characters between the genera and, perhaps, species, but here 
1 must leave the subject. 

Gekkonidae. 

Hemidactylus maculatus Smith. (PI. IX, figs. D. E.). 

Everted aspect: In the everted condition the pedicil and head are 
well defined. The pedicil is longer than the head; it is stout and 
is encircled by a thick, fleshy collar just below the head on the side 
opposite to the sulcus, the arms descending obliquely on the side 
of the sulcus where it descends to about the middle of the pedicil 
and its continuity is broken by the sulcus; the surface of the 
pedicil is smooth but a few fold lines are evident. The head is 
depressedly elliptical in outline and its surface is formed into several 
lobes; on the side opposite to the sulcus the lobes at the distal 
end are somewhat hemispherical; each lobe exhibits 4 cannalicul- 
ate depression at the top and a lateral ligulate excrescence; in the 
sinus between the lobes there is a somewhat rounded, elevated 
body; on the side of the sulcus the lobes are subdivided into minor 
lobes and elevations by a deep furrow; the surface of the head is 
marked wijth microscopic reticulations. The sulcus is deep, it 
opens out into a funnel-shaped depression distally, the sulcus is 
bordered by thick, fleshy margins. 

Hemidactylus brookii Gray. (PI. IX, figs. A-C.) 

Everted aspect: In the everted condition the pedicil and the 
head are not distinctly defined. The pedicil is approximately as 
long as the head; it appears smooth unless viewed with a power¬ 
ful lens or microscope, and then it is observed to be minutely, 
reticulately honey-combed. The head is shallowly bifurcated and 
lobate; in general outline it appears rounded; on the side of the 
sulcus, but from within its widened distal extremity, arise two 
short ‘columns* each supporting a minutely papillate, hemispheri¬ 
cal head; the surface of the head, like the pedicil is i^inutely, 
reticulately honey-combed, the honey-combing being largest on the 
shoulders. The sulcus is comparatively deep, and widens distally 
into a funnel-shaped depression finally passing between the bifur¬ 
cation formed between the hemispherical nodules. 



Pmte VIII. 



JonriiM Bombay Nat. Hi&t. Soc. 


PUTB IX. 



Del, C, McCann, 

Heniipcncs and uro genital sybtem of HemitfactylttS. 

A-C, Heniidaciyliis brookii (Iray ; U & K, U. iuaculatu:i (Uurn. & Bibr.) 

Smith c? ; F-H, maculatus, 9 • 

Anf,, anal sphincter; C, coprodaeum; D, dorsal; M, musk gland; Od., oviduct; Ov., ovary; 
Pf proGtodaeum; k, rectum; S, shell gland; Sgo., opening of scent gland; Spm.* 
aphincter membrane; Sul,, sulcus; Su. m., suspension membrane; U, urodaeum; V, ventral. 








The Bloodsucker \Cttlotes versicolor (Daiiclin)] Dissections showing condition of the reproductive organs in June. 
K. eggs , P. hemipenis, T, te'^tes. {Scale in milltmeires and inches) 
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HemidactylttS llaviviridis Rueppell. (PI. VllI, figs. la-ic). 

Everted aspect : In the distended condition the pedicil and the 
head are fairly well demarcated. The pedicil is smooth, but 
minutely reticulately pitted under high magnification; on the side 
opposite to that of the sulcus, a transverse ridge is present just 
below the constriction between the pedicil and the head. The 
head is shallowly bifid and somewhat lobed; on the side bearing 
the sulcus the lobes are divided by a median thick tongue-like pro¬ 
jection which is hollowed and furrowed on the outer side and 
rounded on the inner; between the lobes is a rounded elevated body; 
the side opposite that bearing the sulcus there are two obversely 
pear-shaped lobes on short ‘pedicils*. The sulcus is deep and 
distally widens out into a funnel-shaped concaved area; the sulcus 
is bordered by somewhat thick margins. 

Agamidae. 

Caiotes versicolor (Daudin) Jerdon. (PI. VIII, figs. 2a, 2b.) 
& (PI. X). 

Everted aspect : The hemipenis in this species is well developed. 
The pedicil is slightly shorter than the head; below the head, it 
is broadened out into two shallowly concaved shoulders; there are 
no spines. The head is somewhat triangular in transverse sec¬ 
tion, and is oblong in shape. It is shallowly divided longitudinally 
into four lobes, two being very slightly larger than the others. 
On the side of the sulcus there is a funnel-shaped opening on 
either side, and above, of which there are two smooth oval areas; 
on the side opposite the sulcus, there is a small, somewhat ele¬ 
vated disc, notched proximally, and situated just below the divis¬ 
ion between the two larger lobes of the head. The surface of 
the head is reticulatedly pitted, the pits being larger on the out¬ 
side and diminishing in size towards the divisions between the 
lobes. The sulcus is comparatively deep and is covered by a flap 
formed by the fleshy enlargement of one of its margins. The sul¬ 
cus leads into the funnel-shaped aperature already described which 
in turn is in communication with the sutures descending into the 
hollow formed by the union of the divisions of the head. 

Chamaelionidae. 

1 Chamaeleon zeylanicus Laurenti. (PI. VIII, figs. 4-7.). 

Everted aspect: In the everted condition the hemipenis of the 
Chamaeleon is subcylindric with bearjy any differentiation between 
pedicil and head. It is one of the most curiously formed organs 
I have so far observed and is difficult of accurate description on 


The Fauna (vol. 2,p. 251) attributes the generic name Chamaeleon to 
Gronovius (1763) ; in the Catalogue of Lizards, vol. 3, p. 438, the authority for 
the same name i*s Laurenti (1768). According to the Fauna Laurenti used the 
name Chamaeleo zeylanicus. The spelling of the generic name is at variance, 
and, I believe, according to the Rules the authority for the new combination 
Chamaeleon zeylanicus should read (Laurenti) Smith, not merely Laurenti, but 
as I have no access to the Rules I merely raise this point out of interest. 
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account of its complex structure. The pedicil is approximately as 
long as the head; in its lower half it is almost smooth; in the up¬ 
per half it is partially encircled by rugose flounces, the margins of 
which are very minutely serrated; on the side of the sulcus the 
flounces pass into oblique ridges and folds. The top of the head 
is crowned by two erect crescentic plates with serrated margins; on 
the side of the sulcus there is a glottis-like structure just at the base 
of the two crescentic plates, the top margins of this structure are also 
minutely serrated; near the middle of the head are another two 
crescentic plates fixed transversely to the long axis of the organ, 
the margins of these plates are also serrate; on the side opposite 
to that of the sulcus the head is covered by reticulately honey¬ 
comb-like pits, the margins of each pit being minutely serrated. 
The' sulcus is deep and is bordered by somewhat thick margins; 
at the base of the head it widen out into a funnel-like cavity under 
the two transverse plates; mesially there is a groove between the 
plates. 

SCINCIDAE. 

Mabuya caritiata (Schneider). (PI. V'lII, fig. 3.) 

Everted aspect : In M. carinata the hemipenis is less compli¬ 
cated than in Calotes. The pedicil is well demarcated; it is colum¬ 
nar and without any spines or excresences. The head is somewhat 
turban-like; on the side of the sulcus it exhibits two large, obli¬ 
quely ovate elevations divided from each other by a shallow suture, 
the continuation of the sulcus; the surface is thrown into oblique, 
fleshy, turban-like folds and ridges. The sulcus is deep with one 
margin developed into a fleshy flap; it divides the head into two 
halves and terminated between the two large lobes at the distal 
extremity, already referred to. 

Conclusion, 

After paying much attention to the breeding of reptiles in the 
field, and studying such literature as is available to me, it is evident! 
that little attention has been paid to the morphological characters 
of the hemipenis of Indian reptiles in the fresh and everted condit¬ 
ion. The study of breeding habits, like the study of any other 
aspect of animal life, always leads one into a maze of ramifica¬ 
tions. At this point the student is confounded, for no matter 
which path he follows he must know, or try to know, the geo¬ 
graphy of the others as they are inseparably interconnected. After 
years of work in the field, I have found myself at this point. To 
study breeding without the study of the genitalia, mode of coitus 
in the dilferent groups, and other aspects, seemed to me to be 
incomplete. The present paper has been born out of a desire to 
put on record my limited anatomical studies and observations. I 
fully realize that the subject, as I have presented it, is very in¬ 
complete and that there is much room for further study^, but for 
lack of time and facilities I cannot pursue the subject further. 

Many of the conclusions I have drawn may perhaps, at first 
sight, appear rather gratuitous, but in the absence of positive fact 
these were the only reasoned conclusions I could arrive at after 



THE HEMIPENIS IN REPTILES 


37 * 


weighing each detail in all its aspects in relation to the animal 
behaviour and such field observations as were possible. 

However, one point really emerges from this scrappy account, 
namely, that the study of the copulatory organs should be under¬ 
taken from specially prepared material and their structure studied 
in the fully everted position, and not merely described from mate¬ 
rial dissected out of old spirit specimens. Such descriptions, 
though they may be useful, leave much to be desired. Dissected- 
out preserved specimens do not lend themselves to accurate des¬ 
cription, and give us no idea of the organs in the fully everted 
state, which, to my mind, is the more correct aspect. This point 
is clearly illustrated by a comparison of the photographs and draw¬ 
ings accompanying this article with those reproduced in the Fauna 
(22) and elsewhere. If this article only serves as a stimulant to 
some other student to pursue the subject more fully than I have 
been able to do, it will have served a useful purpose and justified 
its publication in spite of its shortcomings. 

In my opinion the paired copulatory organs met with in snakes 
and lizards should be taken together as representing two halves 
of a single organ adapted to the anatomical structure and habits 
of such animals as possess them, and not as two distinct organs 
capable of operating independently of one another. The dual 
structure, besides forming a passage for the conduction of the 
seminal fluid, functions as an internal copulatory hold during coi¬ 
tus. This in itself appears to be a very significant point and 
accordingly I cannot accept the statement that only one-half of the 
organ is inserted at a time, for reasons which I have explained 
at length above. 

There is definitely a possibility of utilizing the penial charact¬ 
ers as a means of classification, particularly when dealing with 
families and genera, but its use for specification must be left for 
further investigation and comparison of especially prepared mater¬ 
ial. However, there is perhaps one serious difficulty to this form 
of specific classification, namely. How are we to assign females 
to their correct species? This difficulty was experienced by the 
Popes when dealing with the genus Trimeresurus and is repeated 
in the Fauna (22). One species of this genus, at least, rests on a 
single known female (T. kanburiensis) ! The remainder were separ¬ 
ated on penial characters. Although there may possibly be 
subtle characters observable in females, so far I have failed to 
record any with the limited material at my disposal. However, I 
feel that as this form of classification implies dissection of the 
specimens under investigation, it is very undesirable as it means 
the possible ruin of the specimens in the long run, more so as it 
would have to be applied to all material in existing collections, some 
of which are undoubtedly already in a precarious state of preserv¬ 
ation due to long storage and frequent handling. Another point 
that militates against an accurate description of the female cloaca 
is its unstable condition owing to the physiological changes which 
take place from the active to the inactive periods of the gonads. 
Although similar changes take place in the males the hemipenes 
•do not undergo any alteration in characters in or out of season. 
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A point worthy of mention in the study of the hemipenis in 
reptiles is the transition observable from the completely divided 
organ in snakes and lizards with its sulci to the single solid organ 
with its groove in Crocodiles and Chelonians to the completely 
tubular, erectile penis in the higher animals (Mammals). How¬ 
ever, this point of the possible evolutionary aspect is beyond the 
scope of this paper. 


Appendix. 

How to sex a snake: Some snakes exhibit sexual dimorphism,, 
but these instances are few, and are only recognised after long 
experience. The comparative difference in the length of the tail 
between the sexes is at times helpful but is not infallible. In 
males the area just below the vent is somewhat ‘spongy’ owing 
to the presence of the hemipenis, but in unpractised hands may 
lead to a mistaken determination. Pressure at the base of the tail 
may result in the eversion of the hemipenis, in such cases the 
evidence is conclusive. Apart from actual dessication, and the 
application of pressure, the only sure way of sexing a snake is as 
follows: 

Having secured the head (if a living animal is being examined), 
push the anal shield foreward (towards the head) and press on the 
tail between the ist and 3rd caudal shields at the same time 
drawing them downwards. This procedure widens the opening of 
the vent and occasionally exposes the point at which the hemipenis 
is invaginated. The seat of the invagination is often marked by 
a slight discolouring at the point of retraction. This area may be 
greyish, blackish or purplish. With a blunt probe gently probe 
in the area; if a male the probe will sink into the reverted hemi- 
penis to the full depth of the organ which is a sure sign of the 
animal’s sex. It is obvious that this will not occur in females—the 
organs are absent. An ordinary match stick will serve the purpose 
of a probe if one is not available. 

^Methods used in preservation. After killing the animal cut off 
the body a couple of inches or so above the vent, if the complete 
specimen is not required, or, keep the head with the tail for pur¬ 
poses of identification. Pressure applied an inch or so behind the 
vent, according to the size of the snake, will usually induce the 
eversion of one or both halves of the hemipenis. The firmer the 
pressure the better. In some snakes this procedure is a little more 
difficult than it appears. The next thing is to take a syringe with 
a hypodermic needle (No. 16 or 18) filled with 4% formalin and 
insert the needle at the base of the organ through the scales—the 


* I discussed, with Dr. H. R. Rishworth, O.B.E., F.R.C.S., D.Ph., J.P., 
C.B.E., the injection method adopted by me for obtaining the everted positions 
of my specimens; and he was of the opinion that as I did not inject the Iluid 
into the arteries a^ certain amount of distortion may have taken place due to 
intracellular inffltratfoo. This point did not strike me at the time, but is cer¬ 
tainly one to be remembered in future. However, there are difficulties when 
not working under laboratory conditions and when time is a consideration in 
in the field. 
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distance below the vent varies with the size of the organ, or if 
already everted, the degree to which it is everted. Pump in the 
liquid carefully till the greater part of the hemipenis is visible; now 
tie a loose knot around the base of the pedicil in readiness to be 
tightened as soon as the hemipenis is fully everted by a further 
injection of fluid. If it becomes necessary to fill the syringe once 
more before the operation is completed, do not remove the nozzle, 
the fewer the holes the better, or else the liquid oozes out before 
the organ sets. When the hemipenis is fully distended withdraw 
the needle carefully at the same time tightening the knot firmly 
to prevent escape of the liquid. 'A little practice is needed before 
success is achieved. It is advisable to add a little Bouin’s fluid to 
the formalin as this helps to harden the tissues more rapidly. When 
the organ is fully distended coat the outside also with Bouin*s fluid. 
Having got so far, put the specimen aside to harden before immers¬ 
ing it in formalin for final preservation. It must be carefully 
watched during fixing to see that there is no serious retraction. 
If necessary a little more fluid can be carefully injected. 

The same end may be achieved by means of a blow-pipe but 
this method is not so satisfactory as the fluid process. 

If the hemipenes do not evert by injection they may be carefully 
drawn out by means of a pair of forceps and the thumb kept press¬ 
ed behind to prevent it retracting. When the organ has been 
partially drawn out in this way employ the injection method. 
Specimens preserved in this manner keep well. This method may 
of course be improved upon. 
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BUTTERFLIES OF KAIRA DISTRICT—A LIST. 

BY 

Herschel C. Aldrich, m.d. 

There is no published list of butterflies for Kaira District. Such 
a list may be of some value in fixing more exactly the distribution 
and range of butterflies as a whole in western India. The list will 
also be of interest to anyone who may be collecting in this area. 

The following lists have been published for the nearest areas or 
localities surrounding Kaira District:— 

(1) Jodhpur and Mount Abu (the latter is 140 miles, in a direct 

line, north of Nadiad, the centre of Kaira District). By A. D. 
Macpherson, in the Journal of the Bombay Nat, Hist, Soc., Vol. 
xxxii, No. I (1927). 63 species are listed. 

(2) Mhow (200 miles east of Nadiad). By Swinhoe in the Pro¬ 
ceedings of the Zoological Society for 1886. 

(3) Konkan (the northern limits of this area are given as Surat 

which is about 100 miles directly south of Nadiad). By E. H. 
Aitken and E. Comber in the Journal of the^ Bombay Nat, Hist. 
Soc,, Vol. XV, No. I (1903). 130 species are listed. 

(4) Kathiawar, with special reference to Bhavnagar State (Bhav- 
nagar is 80 miles south-west of Nadiad). By A. H. Mosse in the 
Journal of the Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc,, Vol. xxxiii, No. 4 (1928). 
75 species are listed. 

(5) Cutch (200 miles west of Nadiad). By C. G. Nurse in the 

Journal of the Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc,, Vol. xii (1900). 46 species 

are listed. 

A comparison of these lists with ours for Kaira District is of 
special interest for the following species: — 

Colotis protractus But. is not listed to the south-west in Bhav¬ 
nagar, nor to the south in the Konkan. This would fix the south¬ 
western limit of this species along the coast of western India, in 
Kaira District. 

Neptis hylas varmona M. is not listed to the south-west in 
Bhavnagar, nor to the west or north of Kaira District. The north¬ 
western limit of this species may be in the neighbourhood of Kaira 
District. 

Telchinia violoe. Fab. is listed to the south-west and south of 
Kaira, but not to the west or north. The Kaira list may therefore 
fix its north-western coastal limit. 

The butterflies here listed for Kaira District represent a collec¬ 
tion made from December 1941 to December 1944. The collect¬ 
ing has been done fairly systematically and regularly by hand-net; 
no eggs or larvae have been collected. Most of the collecting has 
been in the centre of Kaira District, in and around Nadiad. The 
western half of the district has also been fairly well covered. The 
eastern half of the district has only been collected in spots and may 
produce a few. more species. As no further new species have been 
added to our list during the past year, it is probable that this list 
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of fifty-nine different species includes all of the butterflies ordin¬ 
arily found in the district. With more careful collecting the 
number of Lycaenidae and Hesperiidae might be increased. The 
nomenclature followed in our list is that of W. H. Evans in his 
book, Identification of Indian Butterflies^ second edition revised. 
The numbers preceding each butterfly listed are those found in 
Evans’ book, and are given for reference. 

A. PAPILIONIDAE. 

A2. 10. 0. Tros arUtolochUe arUto fochlae, F. Fairy common in occurrence 
throughout the district. 

A 4 . 1 . 0 . Papilio potymneater polymaester, Cr. Rare. Two were seen in 
a garden in Nadiad on the 24th. of December 1944; one of these was collected; 
a male. This species is not listed to the north, west, or south-west of Kaira 
District. In all probability the north-western limit of this species along the 
coast of India is in Kaira District. 

A 4 . 25 . o^. Papitio polytea romutua, Cr. Fairly common. The first or 
‘Typical Form’ of female resembling hector, as describeil in Evens, is uncom¬ 
mon. The ‘.Second Form’, resembling the male, has not been collected here 
in Kaira. The ‘Third Form*, resembling aristolochiae, is the common form 
of female seen. 

A4. 27 . Papilio demolena demoleoa, L. Common. 

A6. 8. Zetidea agammemiioa meoldea, Fruh. Rare. During October and 
November a few are seen in gardens. 

B. PIERIDAE. 

B 6 . 3. Dcllaa eocharia, Drury. Fairly common. 

B8. 1 . 0 . Belofloia meaeatina meaeotioa, Cr. Common. 

B 9 . 2 . Huphina neriaaa evagete, Cr. Common during October, November 
and December. 

BIO. 4, Appiaa libythea llbytbea, F. Not rare during November and 
December. 

Bll. 1 . Catopsilia crocalc, C^-. Cummon. 

Bll. 2 . Catopailia pomoaa, F. Common. 

Bll. 4 . Catopailia pyraothe minna, Herbst. Very common. 

Bll* 5 . Catopailia floreila gooina, F. Fairly common. 

BIS. 1 . Teriaa libythea F. Fairly common. 

B 15 . 2 . c^. Teriaa laetalaeta, Bdv. Common. 

B 15 * 5 . Teriaa hecabe aimolata, M. Very common. 

B 17 . 1. Ixiaa marianne, Cr. Common. 

B 18 . 1 . 0 . Colotia amata amata, F. Very common ; especially along hedges 
of Snlvadora persica. The next three species of Colotis are also found more 
frequently along hedges of Salvadora persica, or in the neighbourhood of this 
plant. 

B 18 . 2 , Colotia protractaa, But. Rare; only found very locally on Salva¬ 
dora persica, in one or two restricted areas in the south-west corner of the 
district. Collected in December and January, (See note in introduction on 
the distribution of this species.) 

B 18 . 3 . Coiofis veatalit, But. Common. 

B 18 . 4. 0 . Colotia fauata faaata, Oliv. Not rare. 

B 18 . 5 . 0 , Colotia etrtda etrlda, Bdv. Common. 

B 16 . 7 . Colotia daoao daaae» F. Common. 
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C. DANAIDAE. 

C 2 . 9 . Dtuil Unmlace niltllMi, Fruh. Fairly common during the rains; 
rarely seen after October. 

C 2 * 12 , Danais irfexippaSi L. Rare; seen occasionally in some years only, 
during August and September. 

C 2 . 15 . Daaaia chryslppas, L. Very common; this is one of the commonest 
butterflies seen throughout the year. 

C 3 . 7 . ^. Eoploea core core, Cr. Common during the rains. The first are 
seen towards the end of July; they are common throughout August and Septem¬ 
ber, and become scarce in October. 

D. SATYRIDAE. 

D 22 . 1 . Melanitis leda Ismene, Cr. Rather scarce. A few are to be seen 
during September, October, November and December. Commonest perhaps in 
October. 

F. NYMPHALIDAE. 

FI* 7 * Charaxes fabias fabiua, F. Rare. One $ collected 6-3-45. This 
is the only specimen seen or collected by me in Kaira District. 

F 26 . 6.0^. Neptia hylas varmoaa, M. Rare; only seen on one occasion early 
in November 1943. At this time seven specimens were seen, of which four 
were collected. (See note in introduction to this list, on distribution of this 
species.) 

F 30 « 1 . Hypolimoai misippuSv L. Fairly common. 

F 30 . 2 . Hypoliinoaa holloa, L. Rather scarce; seen during September, 
October, and November. Very quick to take cover if molested. Females pre¬ 
dominate ; have only seen one male of this species in the district. 

F 35 .1. o{. Precia hierta blerta, F. Rather scarce and somewhat local in 
its distributation. Seen in October and November. 

F 35 . 2 . Precis orltbya swlohoei, But. Very common. 

F 35 . 3 . Precis lemoolas valsya. Fruh. Common. 

F 35 . 4 . Precis alnaoa slinaoa, L. Common in October. 

F 36 . 1 . Vanessa cardni, L. Common. 

F 52 , Telchinla vieloe, Fab. Rare; seen in fairly large numbers, locally in 
south west corner of the district on Indigofera during September in 1943 only. 
One freshy emerged specimen collected Feb. 8, 1944, and one December 13, 1944. 
The rainfall in Gujerat has varied a good deal in the past four or five years. 
Up till 1943 it had been well below average for some four years. (See note 
in introduction on the distribution of this species.) 

H. LYCAENIDAE. 

H 12 .6. Tamens extrfeatas. But. Not rare. 

H 13 . 1. Syatarttcns pllolas, F. Common. 

H 14 . 1 . Asanas ubaltfus, Cr. Common. 

H 14 . 2 . Asanas nraans, But. Common. 

H 14 . 4 . Asanas iasans gamra. Led. Not rare. 

H 23 . 1 . Chilades lains laias, Cr. Ccmimon. 

H 24 . 1 . Zlsecria frocMtaSi pntll, Koll. Common. 

H 24 . 4 . ZisPeria fyslmon, Hub. Common. 

H 24 . 6. oC. Zisearia atis 4acretn, But. Common. 

H 25 . 1 . Bnehrysaps caajtti* F. Common. 




ionm., Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 



Syoedrella oodillora Gaertn. 

A. achene ©f ray floret; B. achene of dijsc floret. 
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H25.2, Eacbryiops contracta coatrafita. But. (Coounon. 

H 27 . 1 . Catachrysoi» itralio* F. Common. 

H28. 1 . Lanpldes boatlcus, L. Common. 

H 29 . 1 . a(. Jaoildes boclitts bochas, Cr. Not rare. 

H 57 . 6 . ^. Spiadasla ictia ictia, Hew. Not rare; seen commonly in Novem* 
ber. 

H 84 . 1 . Virachola laocratea, F. Not rare. Locally distributed. 

H 85 . 16 . Rapala meUmpua* Cr. Rare. Only three seen; two of which were 
caught. (j8 Dec. 1943, 28 Nov. 1944, *4 Dec* *944)* 

I . HESPERIIDAE. 

II. 16 . Haaora aloxia alexia, F. Rare. 

197 . 24 . Baorla ceafttocta aarooa, M. Rare. 

197 . 31 . ^. Baorla matbiaa matbiaa, F. Common. 

198 . 1 . p. Qegenea ooatrodamaa karsaaa, M. Scarce. 

Nadiad, 

Kaira District. 

Dec. 1, 1944. 


NEW PLANT EECORDS FOB THE PEESIDENCY 
OF BOMBAY (II). 

BY 

Fu. H. Santapau, s.j. 

(Wjith a plate) 

In this second set of New Eecords,^ I have selected mainly a 
number of plants from N. Kanara. For the description of the 
plants, I have consulted Hooker’s Flora of British India, D Candole’s 
Prodromua, Gamble's Flora of the Presidency of Mjadras, and, in 
the case of Oomphostemma Sieyneanum Wall, Mukerjee's Lahiatae 
of the Indian Empire. Their descriptions have been supplemented 
from study of the specimens in Blatter Herbarium. 

1 , Synedrella nodiflora Gaertn. Fruct., ii, 456 , t. 171 , f. 7 ; 
!D C. Prodr., v, 629 ; Hook,, Exot. FL, t. 60 ; Clarke, Comp. Ind., 
139 ; Hooker, f. FI. Brit. Ind., iii, 308 ; Gamble, FI. Pres. Itb^dr. 
708 ; Mayuranathan, FI. Plants Madr., City, 163 . 

Synedrella belongs to the family Compoaitae, and is placed by 
Hooker under Tribe V Helianthoideae^ subtribe 6 Coreopsideae. 

Annual, erect herb, branching dichotomously and reaching a 
height of about 60 cm.; stems and brandies finely striate, terete, 
glabrous or more or less hairy with whitish appressed hairs, which 
are more dense Just below the nodes. 


See J.,B.N.H,8., vol. 46 , p. 445 . 
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Xieaves opposite, oyate-lanceolate, tapering at both ends, serrate 
or crenate, scaberulous with a few scattered hairs on both sides; 
base deeurrent into the petiole; petioles about 8 mm. long, but 
often obscure on account of the decurrent leaf blade. Nerves 8 
from the base or near it, with about 4—6 pairs of fainter ones 
higher up. The bases of the petioles of opposite leaves meet round 
the stem and form a sort' of a stipular cup, w’^hich is densely hairy 
with stiff w^hite hairs and ciliate. 

Involucres ovoid; bracts few, the outermost herbaceous, den¬ 
sely hairy; the inner ones passing gradually into the paleae of the 
receptacle, shining, yellowish. Eeceptacle small, flat. Floral 
heads in the axils of leaves, at the nodes between two dichotomous 
branches and at the end of the branches, sessile or nearly so, a 
few heads generally crow^ded together. 

Florets yellow; outer florets ligulate, fertile, female, ligule short, 
broad, 2 - 3 -toothed; disc florets hermaphrodite, fertile, tubular, 
limb 4 -toothed. Both ligulate and tubular florets are of about the 
same size, so that the Ugules are easily missed. Anthers black, 
subentire at the base, half-exerted. St3de arms of hermaphrodite 
florets with long acute tips. 

Achenes of ray florets dorsally compressed, 2-winged, smooth, 
wings irregularly cut unto a number of teeth .which are hairy or 
pubescent (see plate, fig. A.); the achenes are black, the wings and 
teeth greenish yellow'. Achenes of the disc florets narrow’er, 
striate, muricate, ending in tw’o stiff, spreading hairy spines, which 
are as long as or a little shorter than the achenes (see plate, fig. B.) 

This seems to be a Central American plant, which has been 
introduced into India in cultivated lands. Gamble, loc. cit., gives 
it as a plant of 'Plains 'Districts, occasional on cultivated lands, 
introduced from Mexico Ma^mranathan, loc. cit., mentions that 
‘ this weed is thoroughly naturalized here and is frequently found 
on waste land I have been unable to find any other reference 
to the plant in any other published floras on India. 

In the Blatter Herbarium there is a specimen collected by 
Sedgwick (Sedg, 29521 ) during September 1917 at Belgaum; a 
note in the handwriting of Sedgwick mentions that the plant is 
' well established at Belgaum in the Fort and in compounds 
Eecently I found this plant growing abundantly at Jogeshwari 
near Bombay (Santapau 8161 , 8162 ); it was a gregarious plant, 
generally growing under the shade of trees, though it seemed to 
thrive best at some distance from the trunk of the protecting tree. 
(See pi.). 

2 . SalomoniaoblongifoliaDC. Prodr., i 854 ; Bennett in Hook¬ 
er /. FI. Bjrit. Ind., i, 207 , 8. obovata Wight Ill., i, 49 , t. 22 B; 
8. leptostachya Wall. Cat. 4198 . 

Balomonia belongs to the family Polygalaceae ; Cooke mentions 
only Polygala, Blatter in his Revision (Part XII, in this Journal, 
vol, 84 , No. 2 , p, 802 , July 15 , 1930 ) adds a new genus, Xantho^^ 
phyllum. I add the genus Balomonia, which on the testimoiiy of 
T.R.D.Bell is common in N. Kanara. 

Simple or branched annual herb. Stems erect, glabrous, 
furrowed and slightly winged, 6-30 cm. high. 
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Leaves elliptic or ovate-lanceolate, sessile or very shortly 

! )etiolate, base acute not cordate, margins entire and with a few 
ong distant hairs; mid-nerve strong, other nerves obscure. 
Stipules O. 

Flowers minute in dense terminal spikes; bracts linear, minute, 
often persistent at the time of flowering. Flowers crowded, 
minute, 2-3 mm. in length, generally pink, occasionally white 
(Blatt. Herb. No. 35146). Spikes 1.5-4 cm. long. 

Sepals 5, nearly equal, lanceolate, slightly ciliate, the 2 interior 
somewhat larger. Petals 3, united below with the staminal tube, 
the inferior petal keel-shaped, galeate, not crested; lateral petals 
much shorter than the keel. Stamens 4-5, filaments united below 
into a tube or sheath; anthers opening by pores. Ovary 2-celled, 
each cell with one pendulous ovule. Capsule much compressed 
laterally, 2-celled, loculicidal, margins with a row of long teeth, 
which are red or reddish in colour. Seeds albuminous, black, 
shining, not strophiolate. 

This species is very near S- ciliata DC., from w'hich it differs 
mainly in the shape and structure of the leaves; in 8, ciliata 
leaves are amplexicaul, cordate, sessile and strongly ciliate. 

To the localities given in F/. Br. Ind,^ North Kanara must be 
added. In the Blatter Herbarium there are several specimens 
collected during the month of October 1919 in various places of 
North Kanara: Hallb. and McCann, 35083, Jod-Siddhapur; 35146, 
Sarnpakhand; T.R.D.Bell, 4234, grass lands at Sulgeri on the 
Kala Nadi; L. J. Sedgwdek 6656, grass banks by the sea, Karw'ar; 
Sedgwdek and Bell 7254, Siddhapur. All these specimens show 
flow'ers and fruits; the upper part of the spikes is in flow’er, the 
lower in fruit, and most of the fruits are dehisced. 

3. Qomphostemma Heyneanum Wall. Cat. 2152/1 and 
2152/B; DC. Prodr., xii, 551; Wight Ic. t. 1456; Prain in Ann, 
R,B.G.Cal,^ iii, 248 and t. 79; Gamble, FI. Madr., 1157; Mukerjee, 
Lab. Ind, Emp,, Rec. Bot. Surv, Ind.y xiv, 206; G, strobilinum 
var. Heyneana Hook. f. FI, Brit. Ind., iv, 696. 

Qompho^emma belongs to the family Labiatae, and is placed 
by Mukerjee in Tribe VI, Praaieae. The following description is 
taken from Mukerjee, loc, cit.: 

‘Tall robust subshrubby herb, 60-100 cm. high; stem erect, 
obtusely tetragonous, slightly grooved, densely tomentose with 
stellate hairs. Leaves petiolate, elliptic-ovate, subacute, closely 
serrate, base abruptely cuneate and decurring on the petiole; lami¬ 
na 16-24 cm. long, slightly rugose and shortly hirsute above, 
flocculently tomentose beneath; petiole 4 cm. long. Spikes termin¬ 
al, interrupted near the base; bracts ovate or ovate-lanoeolate, 
acute, rounded at the base, longer than the calyx; bracteoles linear. 
Calyx about 11 mm. long, teeth shorter than the tube, lanceolate, 
acuminate. Corolla yellow or blue with purple tinge, 12-15 mm. 
long, tube as long as the calyx, slightly incurved above, hirsute 
in the middle within; mouth broad, upper lip short, tomentose. 
Style glabrous. Nutlets 5 mm. long, black, rugose, glabrous.- 
In the Blatter Herbarium there are several specimens of this 
plant, aU of which have been collected in North Kanara round 
about Gersoppa Falls; No. 35076 was collected by Hallberg and 
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McCann in October 1919; Sedgwick collected Noe. 7062 and 7236il, 
7235/11, 7235/111 in October 1918. All these Herbarium sheets 
bear remarks by the collectors showing that in every ca^^e the 
flowers were bright yellow. Prain, loc. cit., gives Stocks as the 
authority stating that the plant is found in the Eonkan; 1 have 
been unable to trace this reference; neither Hooker /. nor Mukerjee 
mention Stocks as having found the plant in the Eonkan; there 
are no specimens from the Eonkan in Blatter Herbarium. 

For a fine plate of this plant, see Prain, loc. cit., plate no. 79. 

4. Euphorbia prostrata Ait. Hoft, Kew. ii, 139; Hooker /. FI. 
Bt, Ind., v, 266C not E, prostrata Grab., which is a synonym for 
E, tliy my folia Bunn). 

J. D. Hooker in his FI, Brit, Ind.^ loo. cit., places this species 
at the end of his Euphorbias, under the heading .‘Doubtful Species*, 
lie adds the following remarks: ‘Englemann (in Torrey, Bot, Mcx. 
Bound, Exped.) says of this American species that it is found 
in India; but I have seen no specimen, nor does Boissier, who 
figures it well {Euphorb, Ic. t. 17), mention it as Indian. It is 
a native of W. Africa and the Mauritius. It closely resembles 
E, microphylla, differing in the ciliate keel of the cocci.* 

In Blatter Herbarium there are three specimens collected by 
M. Ezechiel at Poona on the 17th and 21st of may 1917 and identi¬ 
fied by the collector as E, ihymifolia Burm.; the identification 
of these three specimens (13503, 13509/B, 13510) has been corrected 
by Blatter, who adds the following remarks: ‘ Cocci ciliate es¬ 
pecially the keels’. Gamble, FI, Pros, Madr,, p. 1276, notes: 

* Euphorbia prostrata Ait .... Deccan and Carnatic, occasionally, 
usually probably as a weed in gardens. An intr^uced plant, 
native of W. Indies. A Prostrate herb.* On the evidence of 
Gamble and of the specimens in Blatter Herbarium, there is; there¬ 
fore, no doubt as to the occurrence of this plant in India in general 
and in Bombay Presidency in particular. 

5. Isanthera permollis Nees in Trans. Linn. Soc., xvii, 82; 
DC. Prodr., ix, 279; Wight Ic. t. 1355; Clarke in Hooker's FI, 
Brit, Ind,, iv, 372. 

This plant belongs to the family Oesneraceae, 

Small undershrubs; stems in the Eanara specimens 10-20 cm. 
high, up to 6 mm. thick, woody, covered with leaf scars almost 
from the base. Leaves alternate, broadly oblanceolate, tapering at 
both ends, entire or nearly so, with slightly revolutc margins; up 
to 15 X 6 cm.; base decurrent into the petiole; petioles 0.6—8 cm. 
long. Nerves about 12-14 pairs, very distinct on the under surface 
of the leaves. Leaves, when young, densely silky pubescent with 
re(idi^h hairs; at length glabrous or nearly so above, more or less 
pubescent beneath. Inflorescence cymose, axillary, towards the 
end of the stem; whole inflorescence densely silky pubescent, at 
length more or less glabrous. Peduncles about as long as the 
petioles, the whole cyme 1.5-4.6 cm. in diam. Bracts narrow, 
acute, up to 9 mm. long. Sepals 6, small, narrow, 4-6 mm. long, 
silky, at length glabrous. Corolla small, shortly campanulate, 
obscurely 2-lipped; lobes 5» ovate, white. Stamens 4, fertile; 
filaments short, anthers small, subquadrate, 2-celled, slits marginal, 
finally confluent at the gubemarginate apex- Disc very small or 0. 
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Ovary ovoid, sessile; style shorter than the ovary, st^ia saiailr 
simple, ovary glabrous, iiiuriculate. i - 

Fruit a berry, small ovoid, 8x4 unn., fleshy, indeluscent. 
Seeds very srnaB, ellipsoid, smooth, brown in colour. 

Collected by Hallterg and McCann near Gersoppa Falls, North 
Kanara in October 1919 (Noa. 34758, 35050, 85053). Sedgwick 
and Beil collected it in aame month and year at Maleuiaiie 
Ghat in North Kaniura (Nos. 7208/1, 7208/11). 

6. MJcrocarpua mtticosa Br. Frodr. 436; Benth, in DC. 
Prod/*., X, 433; Gamble, FL Pres, Madr., 963; Hooker in FL Brit, 
Ind, iv. 286. 

This plant belongs to the family Scrophulariaceae, and the 
genus is not mentioned in Cooke as occurring in the Presidency. 

A very small slender, diffuse or creeping nearly glabrous herb. 
Steins tufted and interlaced, 6-12 cm. long, rooting at the nodes, 
angles of the stem and calyx sometimes ciliate. 

l^eaves opposite, sessile, oblong, obtuse, entire, 3-8 niin. long. 
Flowers minute, axillary, solitary, sessile, ebracteate, in one 
axil only of each pair of leaves, about 2-3 mm. long. Calyx 
tubular 5-angled, 5-fid. Corolla veiy short, tube broad; lobes 5, 
spreading, the 2 upper lobes subconnate; tube shorter than the 
calyx. Stamens 2 perfect, filaments filiform; anthers confluent, 
1-celled; stamiiiodes O. Style filiforin, stigma capitate, reciir\'ed. 
Capsule minute, uicluded, ovoid, 2-grof)ved, lociilicidal; valves 
entire, separating from the placentiferous septum. Seeds few, 
ovoid. 

To the localities given in Hooker's Flora must be added those 
given by Gamble: * W. Coast, S. Canara to Travancore in marshy 
places.* In the Blatter Herbarium I have seen the following 
specimens: No. 34345, collected by Hallberg and McCann at 
Karwar, N. Kanara during the month of October 1919; Sedgwick 
5123, collected by Sedgwick in a rice field at Karwar in December 
1918, and Sedg. 7256 collected by Sedgwick and Bell at Siddhapur 
in Oc5toher 1919. These three specimens constitute a new record 
for the Presidency. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES ON THE BOTANY OF NOKTH BUExMA. 

BY 

F. Kingdon Ward, b.a., p.l.s., etc. 

(IFtffe a map,) 

Becently I received from Mr. E. J. H. Corjier, Assistinit 
Director of the Singapore Botanic Garden, the Burma diaries which 
I left there in 1941, Mr. Comer was a prisoner of war thipugh- 
out Japanese occupation, but had persuaded the Japanese of 
the hnportance of k^pfiag up the Gardens; with the result that 
not was he himself. iin some measure retained to help Pmfessor 

Tanakadate«—appointed^ by Tokyo University to the Directorship—but 

12 
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he ^noeeeiA^ in saving the herbariiuri and library both at the 
(j^ardene md the Raffles Museum, for which men of science 
all over the world will ever be grateful. Professor Tanakadate, 
convinced by Mr. Corner that iny diaries w^ere hannless and of 
some scientific value, agreed to their preservation in the library 
where Mr. Corner hid them; thus to him also, as" w’ell as to the 
foresight, courage and ingenuity of Mr. Corner, I am indebted for 
the preservation of what, for me, was irreplaceable. Soon after 
his release, and before leaving India for England, Mr. Corner 
posted the diaries to me. As a result I am now able to add 
(considerably to my Sketch of the Botany of North Burma 
(J.B.N.H.S.t Vols. 44, 45) which was written largely from memory 
and rough notes after I left Singapore in 1941, 

Mr. Corner is, I believe, still in England but hopes to return 
to Singapore shortly. His many friends will wish him luck and 
many years of liealth and happiness to carry on the work which 
he so gallantly stuck to. 

Tropical Evergreex Eaix Forest (500-2,OfX) ft.). 

The Myitkyiim plain, where not cultivated, has been cleared 
of jungle and in many parts has suffered from over-grazing to such 
an extent that the dwarf Phoenix hvmilis is almost the only plant 
which will grow on the Inmgry ground. Elsewhere are thickets 
w4th a great variety of shrubs—forerunners perhaps of the re¬ 
generating forest—herbaceous• plants like Amorphophallus Crudda- 
niana and climbers both woody and herbaceous; Porana^ Argyrcia^ 
and other, ConvoJvulaceae, Thvnbctgia, Muftsaendu, and many 
others. Tectona grandis also grows round Myitkyina, but not it 
seems further ni>rth. Many trees are planted, including, a fair 
number of local species such as Mesua ferrea, Aesculun asHamica, 
species of Cassia, etc. Ascending from the Myitkyina plain to tho 
alpine region, tw^o of the major changes of vegetation are accom¬ 
panied by an abrupt change in the number of species. The first 
change oc^curs at about 9,(KX)-1(),00() ft. with the passage from 
Temperate Forest to Abif's Forest, a(^*ompanied by a distinct drop in 
the number of species; the second at about 11,000-12,000 ft. with the 
passage from forest to alpine vegetation, accompjanied by an 
increase in the number of species. 

In the Tropical Evergreen Rain Forest, plank buttress roots, 
though they are sometimes seen (e.g. Ficus glomcrata) are not 
common. Cauliflory, also typical of the Malaysian jungle and 
common amongst the Figs of North Burma, is not otherwise 
conspicuous (e.g. Mayodendron ignenm). 

A species of Dipterocarpus taller than the average tree, wdiicli 
is common in the valley of the Eastern Irrawaddy (Nmai Hka), is 
probably P. turbinatus; while all the way up the Mali valley 
occurs w^hat seems to be P. aJatus. Nor is there anything strange 
in the two valleys having different species. There are fafctors 
influencing .the flora.of the eastei^ valley .whicih do not operate 
in the western. (1) The proximity of high mountains coupled 
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with the -fact that the Sino-Burma frontier ranges were glaciated 
down to 26 N. lat. and further East to 25®. (2) The proximity 

of the Eastern Asiatic flora. 

Other trees noted in this zone are: Altingia exceUa, Aesculu'i 
amamica, Hibiscus macmphyllus, Betula cylindrostachya, Ccdrela 
Toona, Sterculia villosa^ 8, oolorata^ 8. acerifolium the three last- 
mentioned all flowering in the hot weather, Ficus obtusiloba, 
species of Engelhardtia, Accr^ Lagershoemia^ Ulmus, Mangifera, 
Ncpheliutn, Milletia, Oarcinia: several of these become more pro¬ 
minent in the next zone. 

Perhaps 10% of the trees in the narrow Niuai valley on the 
hot sandy hanks are leafless for a short time in the hot weather. 
Ill April J noticed Gmelina arhorea, Bauhinia variegata, Stereo- 
spermum chetonoidcs, SfercuUa villona, and 8. colorata, Erytkrinat 
Albizzia spp. Ficus spp. and Cassia nodosa (?) brfre. 

Above the confluence there is shifting cultivation even so low 
as 1,500 ft. and big clumps of Dendrocalamus HamiKonii are a» 
feature, perhaps planted, or owing their presence to burning of the 
jungle. At any rate it is a plant, which seems to thrive where 
the jungle has been cleared. This species had flowered every¬ 
where in North Burma in 1937 or 1938 and, all or nearly all, the 
plants were dead. Patches of bamboo forest—not the Dendroca- 
amuH —also seem to result from repeated burnings; these of course 
are easy to cut and burn again, but they probably indicate a soil 
well on the way to exhaustion, A tangle of big climbing plants 
is also quickly in evidence, notably Thunhergia grandiflora^ T. 
rocrinea, Muruiia prarieus Uncaria pilosa and Pucraria, Tall 
grasses are good indicators of the same process and suggest an 
impoveri.shed or badly leached soil; Impcrata and two other grass 
species (Sarrharuw with the fern (rleicUvnia also suggest a 
hungry soil. Early conu'rs—^tlus before the clearings go ovei* 
completely lo bamboo or gass—are Ficus cunia and other species, 
Hibiscus macroplnjUus^ (^alticarpa arborea^ Macaranga sp. From 
the outside the forest seems to be completely draped with large 
sprawling creepers which haiig almost to the ground in endless 
festoons and curtains, but from within nothing is visible except 
innumerable cords, ribbons, and corkscrews disappearing ipto the 
semi-darkness above. Besides those previously mentioned we may 
-note: Entada scandens, Securidacu tavoyaua, Titi» angu»tifoUa 
and V, lanccolaria, Catamus (a few species) Dioscorea, Smilax 
Hoya^ llligcra, and various Menispermaceae. On the tree trunks 
many mot climbers find support as for example lUiphidophora, 
Pathos, Freycinetia, Piper, and Ficus, Epiphytes include a few 
orchids like Cymbidium and Dendrobiuin and the fern Drynaria. 
The commonest epiphytic fern, probably Platycerium WalHchii, 
Bedome records as ‘occurring from the Malay Peninsula south¬ 
wards*. Owing to a combination of hot* weather and drought in 
winter, tree ferns are rare, being more characteristic of the next 
2one. 

The density of the jungle is largely due to undergrowiih. 
Enough light |>enetrate8 between the trees to encourage a thick 
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growth of shrubs and herbs including bamboos. There are also 
open spaces with tall grasses and shrubs —MaUoins philippinensis, 
MaesUf Jn»ntinuntt Crotalaria^ Rhijnch^techum and others; in 
damp places are seen Phlogacanthua curviftoruB, Hedychium^ I^sta 
aculi^atUt JuBBiaea^ and various small Comellinaceae^ Cypemcpae^ 
etc. 

A sere sometimes seen on dry rocky slopes where the soil is 
obviously poor comprises small trees and saplings of various 
species, including Litaaea and Dracaena; no undergrow’th. 

The most interesting sere in this lowest zone however is that 
in the river bed. In the shrub barrage at the top of the sand bank 
close to high water mark, besides the shrubs previously mentioned 
are: Photinia Benthamiana, Flemingia macrophylla, Phyllanihua 
(Emblica) Griffithii, Liguatrum masmlongianum^ Ficua glomeraia 
and F. hiapida, ^ Ardiaia pedunculate, species of Cinnamomum, 
Boehmeria, Saurauja. Lower down in the riverbed where there 
is shingle Pourthiaea argute, Homonoia ripatia, Salix teiraaperma, 
and the Bose previously mentioned are all submerged for a shorter 
or longer period. Where there is more sand, the fern Goniopteris 
prolifera is common, its runners many feet in length. Grewia 
laevigata is another plant which can withstand submergence, as 
can Ficua pyriformia found on rocks. Most of the strand plants 
mentioned occur up to 3,000 ft.; some up to 5,000 ft. e.g. in the 
Ngawchang valley. I have made no attempt to distinguish be- 
tw’oen tropical evergreen and subtropical hill jungle, so far as these 
seres are concerned. All the shrubs of the barrage ha\'e close 
growing interlacing stems which help to hold up floating vegetable 
debris and increase the humus in the soil. They have tremendous 
root systems to anchor themselves firmly against the current. 

SUB-TROPICAL HILL JUNGLE (1,500-5,500 ft.). 

As previously pointed out there is a difference between tropical 
rain forest at 2,000 ft. immediately above the Myitkyina plain, and 
the similar looking jungle 100 miles further north close to the high 
ranges, as for example, in the Nmai valley. The same is even 
juore ti'ue of the next zone. In the neighbourhood of the snows, 
plants which occiu’-^if at all--only above 5,000-6,000 ft. in the 
south, are met with at 4,000 ft. north of Fort Hertz. In other 
words there is a progressive lowering of the zones as you proceed 
norijh to the extent of 1,000-2,000 ft .—with however a difference. 
At the Seinghku-Adung confluence in lat. 28® Temperate 
Rain Forest begins at 4,000 ft. and Temperate Pine Forest at 
4,500 ft. So also with Sub-Tropieal Hill Jungle. 

Additional characteristic, though not exclusively, hill jungle trees 
are: Acer CampbelUi, Lagcratroemia parviflora, Fagraea obovata, 
Pithecolobium anguletum, Lanicera omta (in flower in July), Caa^ 
tanopaia tribuloidea, Fima Boxburghii, F, hhotanica, F, nervosa, 
(which starts as an epiphyte) Quercua xylocarpa, Q, Thopiaoni, 
Q,' fmeaimta, Q. lameU&aa^ Meloderum ruhiginoaum, Schima 
WnlUchii, Bauruuja faaietdaia; 8. napaulenaia, Emblica offcinalia, 
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MugnoUa Oriffithii, Crotori caudatui, and species of Sapium, 
M^achiluB, Dyeoxylum, 

I have mentioned earlier that many trees eoiiirnoii in the Tro¬ 
pical Evergreen Bain Forest ascend into the hill ]ungle sometimes 
to 5,000 ft. and that no sharp line of demarcation separates the 
two. Why then, it may be asked, attempt to distinguish between 
them? The answer is that did we not do so we should be for ever 
trying to analyse the first 6,000 ft. of jungle into simpler parts— 
and at top levels the hill jungle differs widely from the luxuriant 
tropical forest of the damp shady valleys; some division there 
must be to satisfy the urge to simplify w^hich seems to be inherent 
in us. The one put forward seems reasonable, but it may not 
be the best possible. 

The more or less arbitrary contour of 2,0rK) ft. as tlie lower limit 
of the hill jungle corresponds with an increase in the number of 
epiphytes, a decrease in the number and variety of strangling figs, 
an increase in the number and variety of Lauraccae^ Euphorbiaceae, 
Urticaccar^ Acantliac€(u\ (especially Stro bikini lies) Zingibcraceae 
often gregarious, Araliacede^ and other families, and of bamboos. 
Separately these indications of a change in the vegetation do not 
amount to much; but taken together they' add up to something. 
Besides Biicldandia, three other trees,— Quercua pachyphyUiiy 
Rhododendron eriogymim, and R. stenaiilum mark wdiere the hill 
jungle passes into Temperate Rain Forest, with a still larger assem¬ 
blage of epiphytes. Also noticeable in the hill jungle is the emer¬ 
gence of a temperate hebaeeous flora, as for example on roadside 
banks. In the valley' of the Nam Tarnai at an altitude of less than 
4,000 ft. one comes suddenly’ on species of Ranunculus^ Thalic- 
frutn, an Umbellifer with finely cut leaves, Myosotis, Valeriana, 
Anemone vitifolia Parochetus communis and of course species of 
Hypericum (Campanula (C, colorata) Lysimachia ramosa, and 
Viola ^ nearly all of which are more or less ubiquitous in the tropics 
but none the less plants of the Temperate zone. 

Then at the lower limit of the hill jungle we find such charact¬ 
eristic subtropical climbers as Entada scandens and big scramb¬ 
lers like Acacia pennaUi and A, caesia^ etc. At higher altitudes 
scandent bamboos are seen. 

There is plenty of room for small trees and shrubs, especially 
Iwards the upper limit of the zone and lining the river batiks. 
Often the forest is not dense, and here along with many species 
of bamboo are shrubs and undershrubs e.g. Rhynchotechum, 
Polygala arillata, Osbechia nepalensis, Clerodendron braeieaium, 
0. infortunatum^ tginall figs, Eurya, Eugenia, and others. Thert^ 
is also a considerable herbaceous uiidergrowiih of Marantacear, 
(Stachyphryuum) Musa, Tacca laeviSf gregarious Stfobilanthes, 
Cnrcullgo, etc. Epiphytes include Aeschynanthus grandiftora. 
Ficus nervosa (which soon becomes an independent tree) Ixiran- 
thus spp. 

On roadside banks is found an unstable sere, the vegetation 
being constantly slashed and burnt. There is a good deal of moSs 
in which many seedling tr^es come up; common plants are hyeio^ 
not us ^ Solanum, Corydalis, Torenia^ Colocasia (a gregarious species), 
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PoUj^oimvt capitwtum, Pratia bcgoniijolxa^ Plectranthms CoeUa, 
several Selaginellas. Between Fort Hertz and the Nam Tainai 
Plectranthus macranihus is common along the edge of the forest, 
A charming white flowered orchid, Diplomeris pulchella grows on 
rocks by the river. 

But as previously remarked the most interesting sere is that 
found in the river bed. In the rocky bed of the Tamai between 
Pangnamdim and the Seinghku confluence at 3,CXH)-4,000 ft. 
Rhododendron 8im$ii is still found occasionally. On rocks also 
are Ficua pyriformis^ Aatilbe rivularia: at high w^ater mark in the 
sand Neillia thyraiflora, and Ghchidion, with Equiaetvm, ferns, 
grasses, Thalictrum, and Viola^ but no rose. Neillia thyrsi flora 
really belongs to the next higher zone. Other commonly seen 
plants in the Tamai valley are Coatua spcdoaus and Leticoapcdrum 
vanum. 

It is not possible in a short article to give more than a faint 
indication of this extensive flora; J have wherever possible called 
attention to such plants as J collected or could name; another 
botanist might produce a different list of names. But I have 
also tried to illustrate—and justify, tlie several climax formations 
I can recognise in North Bunna. 

8 i'B-TRo:ncAL Fixe Forest. 

All the way up the Ngaw^chang valley between 5,000 and G,0CK) 
ft. wdth Sub-Tropical Pine forest on one side and Temperate Pine 
Forest on the other (if sufficiently sheltered) the river banks are 
clothed with a great variety of trees, shrubs, and climbers both 
woody and herbaceous, amongst winch occur the following: 
trees:— Michelia lanuginosa (replaced in the Adung valley by M. 
Doltsopa, with Pinna excelm). Ficus obacurUy JuglauR regia, 
Quercua glauca, CaHanopsia indica^ Mangliclia insignia, Adinandra 
{A, Grifjithii ?) Engelhardtia apicata, and Taxua sp. the only 
other conifer. Shrubs:— Viburnum aiellulatum, Hypericum 
Hooherianum^ Hex corallina and other species, Oxyspora paui* 
culata^ Ficus Icpidoaa and others, a second species of Adinandra, 
several species of Rubua {R. linvatus R. roaaefoUus B. cUipticus), 
Spiraea caneacens^ and species of Rhus, Ardiaia, Leptodermis, 
Eurya, Derris, GauUheria, Hydrangea^ several Rhododendron, 
etc. Amongst climbers may be mentioned Lfiptocodon gracile, 
Stemona Wardii (endemic). Clematis Buchananiano and (\ 
nepalemia, Heptapleurum venuloaum. 

Other interesting plants are Boenninghauaenia albiflora on turfy 
limedtone ridges. Primula dcnaa (endemic) also on limestone but 
in deep shade, Prunua communis on open hillsides, but seen only 
near villages so probably cultivated, Cynoghmum amabilc^ and 
on the bracken clad hill^ Artemisia, Dipsacus^ Swertia. It may 
be noted that in the Adung Valley, with Pinna excelaa instead 
of P, inaularia^ Primula dumicola replaces P. denaa just us 
Michelia DolUopa replaces M. lanuginosa. The plant associations 
of the Ngawchaiig valley close to the Chinese frontier and isolated 
from the subtropical Nmai Hka by the high Pyepat ridge, are 
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more Chinese; those of the Adung valley, more Himalayan and 
Tibetan- Although 6,500 ft. has been taken as a convenient upper 
Hinit of Pine forest, both at Hpiniaw and at the Panwa Pass a 
few miles further south, Pines grow nearly a thousand feet higher, 
associated with Rhododendron Delavayi (a species very similar to R. 
arboreum)t Balix, Qucrcua Griffithii, Rosa acricea. At the lop 
level there is not much about the vegetation deserving the descrip¬ 
tion sub-tr()pical, unless luxuriance and variety are to be regarded 
as characteristic sub-tropical features; they are not exclusive!} 
so. Variety of vegetative fonii there certainly is too—trees, 
shrubs, epiphytes, climbing plants, herbs; but most of the species 
have Temperate affinities, and the Sub-Tropical Pine Forest has 
already passed into mixed Temperate Forest (7000-9000 ft.) Below 
the Panwa Pass, where the ground is boggy wo find Primula 
livlodoaia, Parnanaia, CaUha palmtm, Aconilmn, Geiitiana, etc. 

However Pinua inaularia begins lower down than excclaa, 
where the vegetation deserves to be called sub-tropical, and does 
not ascend quite so high. It is therefore convenient to retain the 
name Sub-Tropical Pine forest for the present at any rate. 

Temperate IUin Forest. 

Taking the entire zone from 5,000 to 8,(KX) ft. the Temperate 
liain Forest is probably richer in species than any other zone of 
equal depth in North Bunna. Many trees regarded as properly 
belonging to the sub-tropical hill jungle and pine forest actually 
extend far into the temperate zone; and as already pointed out 
it is impossible to draw any hard and fast line. 

An abundant climber of the wanner levels around 5,000 ft. is 
Streptolirion voluhilc. Species of Ckmatia^ of which there are 
several, include C, Henryi and C. faniculiflora. Epiphytes include 
Hymcnodiciyon parasiticua^ Medinilla, Ijoranthus. 

Shrubs include Caryopteria gra^a and Lcycesicria glaucophyVa, 
Figs are in general much reduced in size, as well as in variety— 
Fitma iovcolata, F. nemoralia^ and Ihe creeping F, repena occur. 

In fonjsted gullies where bamboo undergrowth (PJiyUoatachys 
and Arundinaric^ is prevalent large colonies of Urticaccae are often 
conspicuous—generally some species of Elatoatcma. 

In the cool temperate forest there is an increase in the number 
of Acers, and probably also of oaks and Ilex, as of Rhododendron. 
Acer Hooheri, A, CampbcUii, A, aikkimenav, (generally epiphytic) 
Quercua lanuginoaa and Q, Ilex are a few. In the temperate pine 
forest we first meet with the Shortia-hke Berneuxia tibeUca (ascends 
to 9,(XK) ft.) of the climbing Trychoaanthca pahnata and of a large 
handsome yellow flowered Olematia with simple leaves, found in 
the Adung valley. The Iris previously referred to as /. MUean is 
I. Wattii. 


Mixed Temperate Forest. 

Jmiperua Coxii occurs locally. It is a big tree—endemic. 
Ta^xus, though scattered, is .not rare; it extends to l^O.OOO ft. 
Another small tree found in this zone is Magnolia nitida; it is 
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apparently confined to the eastern ranges—have never seen it 
in the Adiing valley. 

Between the Nani Taniai and the Tazu river the inonntaiuB are 
covered with Temperate Pine forest below and with Abies forest 
above; with nothing between. Along the 9,000-foot ridges a variety 
of shrubs— Rhododendron Martiniannm, R, iriflorum^ R. tephro^ 
pepluniy R. megacalyx Enkianthns paucijioru8y Skimmia Laureolay 
Daphniphyllum^ Casaiopc^ Vaccinium glauco-albumy Gieihra^ mark 
the beginning of silver fir forest. On rocks grow sjnall Liliaceae 
(Tofieldia, Smilacina) Coelogyne, Carexy Ophiopogony Lvznla^ and 
other plants; and under the bushes here I found Cornus euecica 
(now Chamaepericlymcnnm suecicum). A lough leafed Begonia 
with masses of small pink flowers is the only species of this genus 
to ascend above 7,(W) ft. Rhododendron crinigemm and B. 
oreotrephcgy mixed with U. arizelum clothe some slopes where 
mixed C’onifers meet Silver Fir. 

Cliamaepericlymenvm suedctim is not, as previously stated, 
the only Arctic species in Sino-Himalya (of which alpine Burriiu 
fonns a part); there are several others e.g. Androeace Chamae- 
jasme. As far as broad leafed trees are concenied the Mixed 
Temperate forest consists very largely of Ehododendrons (about 20 
species including epipliytes), oaks, Ilex spp. Acers, together 
w’ith Birch, Schirna^ several Magnoliaeeae and Lanraceac (the for¬ 
mer very prominent), and a few Araliaceae. Both the species and 
the proportion of deciduous to evergreen differs widely on exposed 
ridges and on sheltered slopes. In fact at this altitude the ex¬ 
posed and sheltered flanks of a spur support entirely different 
fonriations; while the crest of the ridge is generally clothed with 
sub-alpine scrub differing only in composition from that found nor¬ 
mally 2,000 ft. higher. Wfhich shows how impossible it is to fit 
nature into a straight-jacket. Such scrub, growing along the windy 
spurs above the Nam Tamai, for example, and on the way tp the 
Hpimaw Pass, is composed largely of small Ehododendrons mixed 
with Arundinaria and a variety of shrubs and stunted trees snch 
as Corylus feroxy species of S'orbvSy Salixy PopnluH^ Deutxia, 
Dapliney Cotoneastery BerberiSy JvniperuSy EuonymuSy Coriana, 
Maesa, Euryay Vihmnumy and others. But from 8,000 ft. up¬ 
wards Ehododendrons are dominant along the rocky spurs. The 
Mixed Temperate Forest zone is as far as outposts .of the true alpine 
flora have penetrated downwards—^it marks, that is to say, the 
limit of their descent. These scouts, which are nonp too happy it 
would seem as they survey their chances of survivfd in a clash 
with the Forest, colonise bare rocky outcrops, slips, gullies, screes 
clearings, whether natural or artificial—^in fact any place where 
vacant possession can be temporarily obtained. A change of 
climate might of course confirm their hold,—or on the other hand, 
drive them out. In the Silver Fir Forest these intruders—rand 
opportunities for their expansion—^become more numerous. 

In the Adimg valley, Primuld sino-IAftten is occasionally met 
with^ on barp ground. Amongst Chinese Ehododendrons which, 
like B. , crQss into aWg the frontier near the 

J^anwa Pass ore R. eulfureiim Bv^ B/yufinaneniS. , 
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As for Moss Forest, one finds that many of the epiphytic shrubs 
have drip-tip leaves, and at the opposite extreme are provided 
with water-storing tissue in the shape of swollen stems (e.g. Aga- 
petee, Vaccinium)! Other epiphytes are filmy ferns growing in 
the moss, Leucothoe, Polygonatum. The habit is usually trailing, 
with long pendent branches. 

Silver Fir Forest. 

Epiphytic Rhododendrons include 11. huUatum and //. micro- 
meres, the former one of the most beautiful of all llhododendrons, 
the latter one of the very few with repulsive small flowers of a 
muddy yellow. It however makes up for this lapse by the vermi- 
Jlion and gamboge colours of its leaves in winter. Trees include 
II. fulvoiilcH and i/. gymnogynum, the former with It. Bcesianum 
towards the upper limit of the fir forest. The ratl\er scrubby Acer 
erosum (not A. candafum) is found as high as 11,000 ft.: perhaps 
the last deciduous tree, other than liarch, unless some species of 
Sorbus ascend higher. 

Another Chinese plant found in the upper Adung valley is 
Primula lichiangcnHis is found at 10,000 ft. Nomocharis sahienemis 
is scattered along grassy ridges in this /.one* and N. pardanthina 
is associated wdth Iris decora on alluvial fSns, but is less con¬ 
fined within limits than most species of the genus, being found 
between 8,000 and 12,000 ft. With these two grows Asier 
fuscescetis. On a similar gravel chute T found a few plants in fruit 
only of what may have been Cafheartia villosa tliough at the time 
T took it for an unknown species of Meconopsis- It was growing 
in high meadow fit over 10,(XK) ft-, altitude above the Nam Tarnai 
(1937). On rocks in the same gulley a charming dw^arf Allium 
was in flower in September; and under the bushes was a .single 
large clump of an unknown Hypericum. None of these plants 
have been raised from the seed I collected, and future explorers 
should look out for them. 1 came to the conclusion that there 
must be many unkno\Mi alpine and sub-alpine plants in North 
Bunna waiting to be discovered. 

Other plants of this zone are Clinionia alpina found under 
bushes, and yellow flowered Helianthemum on bare stony slips. 

The plant referred to as Iris Delavaiji in Part HI is more 
likely 7. chrysographes. 


Sub-Alpine Scrub. 

In this zone woody plants tend to occur in large colonies. Not 
only Rhododendrons and Birch grow gregariously, but also Salix 
(several species). More scattered shrubs include species of 
Lonicera. Mreptopus simplex is common up to 12,000 ft. through¬ 
out the sub-alpine scrub. It has attractive lily-of-the-valley 
flowers, and an engaging fan-Hke habit. 

Other alpine herbaceous plants are Meconopsis impedita (a red 
flowered form growls on rocks in the Seinghkii valley); M. integrifo- 
lia, found only in the Seinghkii valley where it is not common; 
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Primula serratifolia^ often amongst Anindinaria but ascending to 
14,000 ft.; and, in meadow, species of Arisaema, Codonopsis, 
Adcnophora, D^lphinium^ ajui a variety of Compositae, Vmbellu 
ferae, etc. Primula capitaia on screes, is a late flowering species. 

Alpine Turf and Scree. 

Two species characteristic of tliis zone not previously mentioned 
are Primula muscoides^ and P, triloba^ both tufted mat plants. 
Jn boggy ground Primula Dichiena (Gandang valley); GcnUana 
grata, and G, stylopliora^ both high alpines, Oreosolen, and 
Pkrorhiza, the tw’o last named genera peculiar to Sino-Himalaya 
also occur. Lychnis nutans grows on screes, and on turf slopes 
solid clumps of a fern, Athyrium fclix-foemina are abundant, with 
clumps of Iris Bumaonensis, 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

I.—A TIGER CLIMBING A TREE. 

I am enclosing two photographs showing a tree, up which a 
young tiger climbed and which incident is most interesting and pro¬ 
bably unique in the history of such animals. The tree is a soft- 
skinneti one, commonly met with in the forests of the Khasi and 
Jamtiah Hills of Assam. The total height of the tree is about 
Ho feet and the first branch springs from the stem at about 45 feet. 
The girth at the bottom is about 9 feet. The cub was lying flat 
on one of the branches about 15 feet higher than the first branch, 
and was fired at with a shot gun by a local (iaro who wounded the 
animal in the first shot and then whilst the animal was coming 
down backwards, he fired a ball cartridge at it but apparently 
missed. The tiger jumped ofl^ the tree and made away into the 
jungle, with a blood trail going for quite a long distance. My 
brother, who is a forest officer, and 1 verified the statement by 
examining the tree and the trail of blood. From the size of the 
pug marks and the claw marks up the tree, it was quite obvious 
that they w^ere those of a tiger cub; probably driven up the tree by 
w'ild dogs or its parent as the parents w^erc seen by us in the vicinity 
the week before. 

As I am eager to know if such a case has ever been referred to 
}ou before, will you pleast* drop me a line, as this incident would 
he one of general interest to shikaris bent on big game hunting, 
and should be brought to more prominence amongst them. It 
might incidently be the saving of some of their skins when out 
sitting up on machans. 

‘Peachlands’, 

Shilloxo, Assam. CH. de la LONGEREDE, 

13 /// March 1946 . Hon, Capf., RJ.E., Indian Army, 

[There are several instances recorded of tigers climbing trees. 
In vol. xxxiii, pp, 196-197 of the Journal the editors reviewed the 
literature available on the subject. The maximum height so far 
recorded is 30 feet; the present instance doubles the known re¬ 
cord. The photographs were unfortunately unsuitable for re¬ 
production.— Eds.] 


2 .—A TIGER ‘RUNS AMOK\ 

^ An article in the Calcutta Statesman of below date reads: 
Man-eater kills 7 coolies, Is then killed in battle with wild buflalo.’ 
It then proceeds to give details which appear to me to be incon¬ 
sistent, 

A man-eater is reported to be usually a sneak thief and kills 
for fwd alone due to some incapacity, old age, and sometimes 
from inheritance. No wholesale slaughter such as described above 
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is committed at one time, and that in the presence of an audience 
presumably in daylight in or near a village and railway station. 

Further and fuller and correct details would be very instructive 
to individuals interested in the study of the psychology of the 
Carnivora. 

From the report as it appears, the tiger is incorrectly describeti 
as a man-eater, and there is reason to conclude that there is some 
other phenomenon which has caused this tiger or tigress to ‘run 
amok*. 

Vour opinion and those of the members would be a valuable 
contribution. 

Coronation Court, 

4 West Range, Park Circus, Calcutta. 

9//1 February 1946 . S. A. CHRISTOPHER. 

3 .—A PANTHER WITH TWENTY CLAWS. 

On closely examining a panther that I had recently shot I dis¬ 
covered something unique about the claws. On the hind feet it had 
two extra claws corresponding to the Dew claws in front. Not a 
malformation, for these claws were fully developed and retractile. 
I had never met with such an unusual case, nor have my friends, 
and it must be very rare in feline animals. 

It is probably the experience of all big game sportsmen that 
no two animals are identical, but it would be most interesting to 
know whether such cases of twenty claws instead of the usual 
eighteen, are rare enough to be freaks. 

I wouldn’t say that my panther beats are always productive of 
interest to naturalists, but even if I shoot another hundred animals, 
I think I shall find no less interest in my sport than on previous and 
less exceptional occasions. 

Lunawada, VIRBHADRASINH, 

i^th February 1946 . H.H, Maharana of Lunawada, 

[There are at least three records in the Journal of panthers hav¬ 
ing twenty toes. In vol. xxx, p. 909 a photograph appeared illus¬ 
trating such an abnormality.— Eds.] , 


4 .—TIGER KILLS LIONESS. 

A tragedy took place recently in the Chamrajendra Zoological 
Gardens in Mysore City, South India. 

Tigers and lions are kept in a laj-ge cage in the Zoo, each 
species in separate compartments. There is an open enclosure with 
a deep trench all round, and tigers and lions are let out into this 
enclosure alternately. . . .* 

Recently a large tiger was let out into the enplosMre. The 
keeper, when cleaning the cage in which the lioness was, ad¬ 
mitted her iDrfo her adjoining cage without noticing that the door 
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giving’ access to the enclosure was open. So the lioness went into 
the open enclosure into which the tiger had already been admitted. 

The tiger at once attacked the lioness. A terrific battle ensued 
and the lioness put up a brave fight for her life. But she was no 
match for the tiger and everything the keepers and others could do 
was futile, so the poor brave lioness was soon killed. 

Even a full-grown lion has been knowm to be no match for a 
full-grown tiger, the lioness therefore had even less chance, and the 
poor creature lost her life through the carelessness of a keeper. 

Mysore, 

2 Tird January 1946 . CHARLES THEOBALD, f.z.s. 


5 .—A QUEER ANIMAL HABIT. 

1 should be glad to be enlightened as to the purpose, and its 
reason or cause, to which had been put some small, smooth, cone- 
shaped rocks which I found in two and far apart caves, while shoot¬ 
ing in the N. Chanda Div. before this war, and referred to in my 
diary as "wiping stones* {for lack of a better term to suggest the 
use to which they seemed to have been put by animals, but of whose 
identity I am still in doubt). Perhaps If I narrate the circum¬ 
stances in which I found the stones, while describing them, someone 
might be able to suggest answers to the obvious questions—^while 
an authoritative explanation will be all the more welcomed. 

The first cave was shallow anci wide open—formed mainly by a 
projection of the floor to form a narrow ledge outside and which 
was not completely overhung by the roof, so that the interior was 
exposed to much of the southern sky; it was situated on the south¬ 
ern face of a rocky spur projecting westward from a low tableland. 

I had been informed that this cave usually harboured a bear during 
the hotter part of the day (summer). I never found this cave 
cK'CUpied, nor any visible tracks on the floor, for the surface of the 
rock that formed it was covered with a thin layer of fine grit. It 
W’Hs during my first visit, while awaiting the return of the •ccupier 
(if any) that I noticed a conoid outcrop of rock close to the entrance 
at one side—because its upper surface was black. I found that il^ 
was thinly and fairly evenly smeared—almost glazed—^with a black, 
tarry, substance (but quite dry) which, when I smelt it closely, stank 
like the faeces of the larger carnivora. Just beside it was a low, 

smooth, and slightly convex outcrop of rock which bore smudges 

and smears of the same foul-smelling tarry substance. When 
questioned, my Gond companion merely muttered ‘Reech* (Bear), 
As our "lingua franca’ was a smattering of Marathi on both sides, 

I left it at that—though pondering the fact that the excreta of many 
bears I’d examined in that blodc consisted mostly of residues of 
fruits and black ants, also that I had seen the fairfy fresh faeces of 
a panther on the crest above us, while stalking the cave that fore^ 
noon.' About a fortnight later, while examining the ground near 
the toe of the spur for signs of the bullet that had smashed the 
shoulder oi a tigress there (which, though badly crippled, had 

cleared out of that locality), I got a perfect ‘sitter’ of a shot at a 
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panther couched on a rock almost directly abov^. the cave (and, as 
so often with easy ^sitters’--^thoug’h here tempted by the pfter of a 
thick n^k against the sky—^missed). A troop, of lungoors was 
always in the jungle below and some usually sat on the toe of the 
spur before the sun reached it. Of the numerous bears and many 
solitary boars that roamed the block I saw, here, only one bear, 
three boars, one porcupine, one civet cat—and, animals unlikely to 
use caves, sambar, chital and only 2 four-horned antelopes. A 
pack of jackals found the uneaten carcase of a buffalo on the third 
night after the tigress had killed it. And the only hyaeaa I saw 
was more than a mile from that spot. 

The other cave, much larger and deeper, was more than a 
straight mile away to the south-east, where a nullah cut down 
through a part of the tableland and found its way out southwardly 
through sheer cliffs. It was while first reconnoitring the block that 
I found blurred tracks of a tiger in the gravel of the upper part of 
the nullah. Losing these tracks where the dry bed was bare rock, 
the Gond told me that, further down, was a cave which a bear (or 
bears) occupied during the hot hours of the day (this the month of 
May and the ‘Loo’ blowing down the nullah like- gusts out of an 
open furnace). The cave was where the high cliffs began; wide 
and low of entrance it ran about 40 or 50 feet into the base of a 
cliff, and two tunnel-like bolt-holes connected with the main passage, 
from one side. After making strange noises here and then at the 
mouth of the cave, we gratefully rested ju§t within the entrance 
and without exploring the dim interior. Almost directly opposite, 
but high in the other cliff, was another small, oval, cave; the abode 
of the jungle ‘Deo’ (god)—for long the legendary protector of the 
two tigers I knew to be in che block then—and hewn steps led up 
to it and Vermillion paint daubed its arched entrance. Just within 
the lower cave, and to one side, was another—but more conical— 
outcrop of rock, having a remarkable resemblance to a phallic stone, 
smeared with the same stinking, tarry, substance. The light was 
sufficient to reveal that the floor surface at the entrance had been 
lightly ‘disturbed’—no more than just that; but I could not find 
footprints nor hairs, nor could I detect odour of animal or human 
occupation (poachers were usually busy after moonrise and I found 
two of their ‘hides* in the jungle; apparantly, caves do not appeal 
to them, though I often contemplated sitting up in one of these two 
and refrained only because I was out for tiger and the chance of 
'.success was too remote). To my enquiry aljout the use of that coni¬ 
cal stone, my companion again ascribed it to bears—now making 
a gesture to, and significant movements with, his buttocks. So 
J wrote in my diary that night, ‘Found another wiping-stone there*. 

IM like to mention now that there were a few small, but deep, 
cliff^caves further down that nullah and which certainly did harbour 
bears^by ‘ which feame token 1 was without sufficient curiosity to 
enter them. The woffnprfed tifress was finally discovered lying just 
within the entrance of the lat'ge cave and was killed there! she had 
Caught and eaten a porctl^ne at the first popl (stagnant) lower 
down the nullah, the Jl^fht before. My Gond friend, naturally, 
attributed the f^at^s£a«l«)l^y conclusion of this anxious episode to the 
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fact that he had previously propitiated the ‘deo’ in the cave high up 
in the opposite cliff; but he seemed to maintain that the large cave 
was used only by bears and clearly did insist that the tigress had 
had to come there to die because she was the protege, the ‘protected’, 
of the ‘deo’ in the opposite cave! To me an unsatisfactory explana¬ 
tion of the conical stone; for, while measuring and photographing 
the tigress, I reverted to the subject of that stone. And, from a 
passing acquaintance with many more caves of that size in India, 
I had formed an opinion that the larger, more ‘open’, caves were 
favoured by tiger and panther, though rather as a ‘pied a terre’ and 
on a tacit understanding of ‘first come, first served*—bears includ¬ 
ed ; and any small tunnels or burrows within, used regularly by 
smaller creatures, e.g. porcupines. Indeed, in the southern, spurs 
of the Satpuras I was once shown an almost similar cave and told 
that, every year, a tigress came there to whelp (probably not the 
same one annually) and that one was using it then; and, as a matter 
of interest, 1 did flush a heavy, sleeping tigress that morning and 
within a hundred yards of the cave and, as she went lobbing and 
t rashing across my front, I did think she was in cub. But 
actually, she had been sleeping, heavily gorged, l>et\veen two of 
her natural kills. 

The stones mentioned still remain a puzzle to me. If used to 
relieve an irritation caused by worms, surely the attempt would 
have been made soon after defaecation (as in the case of dogs); 
and, except for only the droppings of bats in the larger cave, there 
was none of any kind in either. And while conceding that a bear 
—because of its all-over shagginess—might be accustomed to thus 
remove any soiling that had occurred during defaecation, I cannot 
imagine the larger carnivora having need to do the same, nor that 
their siesta would be disturbed by such a desire. Yet, that tarry 
substance stank of the faeces of tiger and panther, with the black 
of a blood meal—and I cannot understand hoiv those protrubing 
(about six and eight inches high, respectively) stones were so evenly 
smeared over all their upper surface and down to within a few 
inches of their broad bases (roughly about 8 " x 12 '') ! 

Singapore, K. BOSWELL, 

10 th April 1946 . CapL, 

[Mr. R. C. Morris to whom Capt. Boswell’s interesting note 
was sent for opinion, comments as follows :— 

* Bears do, I think, rub themselves on rocks on defecating after 
feeding on the pods of Cassia Fistula (.‘Indian Laburnum*). 

I have observed this on cej^tain rocks in dry river beds: and 
the local Sholagas gave tl^is explanation. * 

I have also frequently observed that stones in caves commonly 
used by bears have a polished appearance; though I have never 
smelt them. The pods of the Cassia Fistula contain, as you know, 
a thick black tarry substance, which envelopes the seeds, and the 
Sholagas say that this causes fouling of the hind j^rts of the bear 
on defecation; and the animal then resorts to rubbing on rocks.* 

This may be the answw to Capt. Boswell’s query.—^Eos.] 
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6.—‘DRAG MARKS’ MADE BY THE KYANG * 
{SgUVS HSMIONUS)^ , 

Thi Kymg or Tibetan WiU Ass is coaunoti and abiundant in 
the ni^ldi^rhood of the lakes Mftnttskhaiwar a^ Rftkhas Tal in 
Westerit TMbet. On a recent visit *W 5 ) 1 , *»«* 

everywhere on the Barkha jPlain (co t^^oeo It. mvdt^) in' hroc^M 
of 5 or 6, and lat^e herds of over loo slifknf#.. On tiKekare stei^ 
they frequented I was constant^ corah^ 

irr^fular wavy or meanderii^ Ikies 3 to libi' ao or 

up to 30 yards loqg’, loi^ii^ ekact^ like 'CoW 

that has a pole or foggot tied to ita neck wm tkk’ fll^etnl'ttlkktng 
on the ground between its fprategs; 

There seems no doubt these moric^ were'prodbckd by the 
Kyan^; exactty hotr or wfajr-is the 'mysterj^. The. Tibetan yakman 
explained that they wet% made by' a stallion dragging one of his 
hoofs along, but could jgiye «0 reason or say utraer what circum¬ 
stances it was done, so all I remarked in my <]tary at the time was 
‘Why is the ass sack an ass?’ 

It would be interestii^ to know something has been observed 
in the habits of the Kyang to suggest the real or probaMe explanat¬ 
ion. 

33 Pali Hill, Bandra, 

Bombay, 20 . SALIM ALL 


7.—AN ALBINO ELEPH.4NT FROM THE TR-^tVANCORE 
. FORESTS. 

* ’ 

(With a plate) 

A cow elephant, captured from the Travancore forests in April 
1945, has aroused much interest on account of its coheir and other 
a ttribu t e s of a white elephant; and it may quite possibly be the 
first time that an elephant having the charw^erlstics of either 
partral.or complete albinism is observed in India. 

This elephant, having a height of 5 ft. ii in. at the shoulder and 
whose age is estimated to be to years, was caught in a pit at 
Karippanthode, .about 13 piiles from Koni, the headquarters of the 
Central Forest Division, ^o Bahadur T. V. YenkHeswa,ra Iyer, 
Cookervator of Forest^j Travancore, exaihined tW.aidmal and'-find- 
ing. thiat it compared favourably with the Siamese White Elephants 
she has. been braught over to the Trivandrum Eodk^icql .Gardmis 
for exhlbitHm. . ' 

. Malmswari, by which name she has-since been knbwn, ')ma a 
light piidc sHiii with white hairs except at the tip'af%e, tail* ,and- 
peaif' .«ve$. The wlnte ha^ on the head are prl^ment nnq m 
spite of them, 'the pink background of the idkm,’ gives fhe 
elephant a pinktdb gra^ emour. The usual black CoMit^ pf 
is nowltete vkf$ik$.<^ The mouth and ptdite kit (iNio light 

pinkr'.' thekk a^ endhHnTrtdepfa^ ■e % lpeii^ t oe s ,"]wW' 

on ea^ bn tach hind limb,' Mt tht pi^iuli ait 




Joarn., Bomba) Nat. Hist. .Soc. 




Journ., Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 



The same animal the next day— dead. 
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of a lighter colour, rather whitish. In all other respects, there 
IS nothing to distinguish it from a normal elephant. She has been 
'under observation for about a year now, and it may be remarked 
that no'change in its colour has taken place during this period. 

In a note *bn White Elephants’ in the Journgl (vol. xxvi, 1918 , 
p. 285 ) Mr. H. Macnaughten refers to a white elephant calf in 
Burma, which though possessing a light coloured skin at birth had 
grown perceptibly darker as it grew up. Mr. D. F. Macfie also 
records {Journal, Bomb, Nat. Hist. Soc., vol. xxxii, 1927 , p. 214 ) 
the birth of a white elephant calf in N. Siam, and mentions the 
chief points looked for in white elephants to be light red skin, 
white hairs on body and. tail, very light pink palate, eye% of a light 
bluish pinky colour and white toe-nails. Evidently, a milk-white 
colour is not to be expected; the ‘whiteness’ of an elephant is there¬ 
fore determined oh the possession of the above ‘points’. On the 
basis of this the Travancore specimen has all the attributes of an 
albino elephant. 

Albinism may be observed in any species or any locality and 
any inference from its distribution may or may not be true. The 
singularity of the occurrence—^though there is only the present 
solitary instance—of the albino form of Elephas maximus on the 
Malabar Coast, as it has been classically confined to S.E. Asia, 
may perhaps be significant in affording another instance of faunal 
affinity between these two regions, a kinship similar to that existing 
among the Pig-tailed and Lion-tailed macaques, leaf-monkeys, 
lorises, and civets. 

Zoological Gardens, 

Trivandrum, Travancore. E. S. SIMON, 

20 th March 1946 . Curator. 

8 ._NATURAL death of elephants. 

{With a plate) 

The accompanying plate illustrates two stages, before and after 
the tragic, natural end of an elephant. The upper of the two 
photographs appeared in the Phoenix Magazine under the title of 
a Dying Elephantf and was submitted by Major P. B. Leahy. The 
photograph was taken in the Travancore jungles. Mr. F. Connell 
drew our attention to this fine picture and we tried to get in touch 
with the author for further details. Owing to the absence of Major 
Leahy from India, Mrs* Leahy kindlj|^ repli^ and sent us the 
following details as well as the photos: 

‘Firstly, I am afraid I have no copy to spare of the photo, but 
wilt enclose the n^ative, and, perhaps you could have it done in 
Bombay, exactly as you want it for reproduction in your magazine. 
The other photo I enclosed shows the iitephant dead; l^t, froip my 
point of vi^w/as.a photographer, and, not a Big Game Hunter it 
Is a bad iiowever you jnay interested. 

We :]md jWtf} eli^ants ixi^dng an awful noise ip the 
a lew lays lipfprp to my nottoe by 

aoihe coolies. I gathered tfiere had been a fight between two 

18 „ 
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males, but, it was confirmed when I arrived at the spot where the 
loser was awaiting death. His leg which was badly swollen made 
him completely immobile. It can plainly be seen in the photo. 
If the popular belief about elephants going to the accustomed burial 
ground be true, there is very good reason why this one couldn’t do 
it as he couldn’t walk. However this is not the first elephant to 
die in the ‘Civilisation’ of this District. There was another only 
a few months ago, but, I have no information about that one. It 
is quite possible that he was also wounded.’ 

It is a common belief that elephants, and several other animals, 
anticipate death and accordingly retire to a common ‘burial ground’, 
but though certain circumstances suggest this belief, such as the 
discovery of the remains of several animals in one locality, there is 
yet no proof forthcoming and must be treated as a popular belief 
with no foundation. However, it seems possible that a wounded or 
otherwise w’eakened animal may retire to a seclmled spot in the 
jungle, or as in the case of elephants, into a river or other marshy 
ground; they do so not because they anticipate death, but as a 
means of self-protection. The wounds in the meantime perhaps be¬ 
come sceptic and the animal is impeded, or the ailment may increase 
beyond recovery and the animal succumbs to its fate. The point of 
seclusion may possibly be the only ont; in the neighbourhood and 
on this account many animals may consequently retire to the same 
spot and die. This would undoubtedly result in an accumulation of 
remains which would naturally give rise to the secular belief of a 
‘communal grave yard’. But that this is not so is supported by the 
fact that several animals have been recorded as found dead in the 
forests. 

In the Tropics the agencies of destruction under natural conditions 
are so rapid and complete that even the carcases of large animals 
soon disappear without leaving any traces. It i» on this account 
that (lead animals are rarely met with in the jungles. 

EDITORS. 


9 .—A LARGE WILD BOAR {SUS CRISTATVS). 

In your letter you were good enough to inform me that the 
average height of male wild boar at the shoulder is 36 " and the 
largest specimen recorded 38 ^". But in Mr. Burke’s statement 
I find that a wild boar has been recorded up to 40 " in height. I give 
below the measurements of the record wild boar given by Mr. Burke 
in his Field Shikar Book 

Length 68 ", 

Height at the shoulder and between pegs 40 " 

Girth at the collar 43 ^". 

Maximum girth 60 ". 

Tushes loj". 

Tail i 2 '\ 

What you mention as the record wild boar is smaller than the 
record given .by Mr. Burke. Probably it is due to the fact that 
the .shooter did not send any information to the Natural History 
Society. ' 
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A monster wild boar shot by me last winter is worth recording* 
So I send you the following measurements, taken in the presence 
of several reliable gentlemen: — 

Length 67 ". 

Height between the pegs 39 ". 

Girth at collar 45 ". 

Maximum girth 61 ". 

Tushes 7 i". 

Tail loi". 

Phul-Bagh Palace, 

Mahishadal, Midnapore Dist., D. P. GARGA, 

BenTiAI,. Kumar of Mahishadal. 

2 gth June 1945 . 


10 .—‘SHAMMING DEATH’. 

In an editorial foot-note to the account of a Sambar’s death, 
by Capt. Crawley, in Vol. 45 , No. 3 , you take exception to the 
expression ‘Shamming death*. I myself have been subject to the 
same criticism by Pocock, in his Mammalia, with reference to the 
Hyaena. Mr. William Hornaday, Sc.D., A.M., for years Director 
of the Zoological Park, New York, and author of a number of 
books about animals based on years of experience in the field, ftas, 
in his well-known book The Minds and Manners of JVild Animals^ 
published a picture of an opossum (p. 166 ) with the caption ‘An 
Opossum feigning death*. 

It is an observed fact, witnessed on hundreds of occasions, 
that numbers of animals do ‘sham’ or ‘simulate’ or ‘feign’ death. 

It seems to me that it is ‘up to’ our critics to supply us with 
some other term which will adequately describe what takes place 
and at the same time avoid offence to the hypercritical, as I can 
think of none which more aptly portrays what takes place. I'he 
assumption that the users of these terms are asserting that animals 
are death conscious and make use of their knowledge cannot in 
any way be sustained. The terms used accurately and concisely 
describe exactly w^hat takes place and do not go beyond this: 
whether the animal’s behaviour is conscious or instinctive is entirely 
another matter. 

It is well known that birds wdll feign injury, to entice a danger¬ 
ous animal from the vicinity of their youqg. Is this reasoned or in¬ 
stinctive action? 

What is to prevent an animal going a step further, and simulal- 
ing death itself? Personally, I do not believe that animals are con¬ 
scious of death. Time to them is infinite, and a dog lying sick 
unto death, has no realization that he is about to die. Nevertheless 
to ascribe the simulation of death to instinct alone is unsatisfying. 

I think it possible, that an animal killed violently, while in full 
health, may realise, in his last moments, that his (Pissolution is 
imminent. When this happens a number of animals give a peculiar 
Cry, quite different from any cry they have ever made hitherto. 
They make it only once in their lives: immediately preceding death. 
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It is significant that feigning death is often associated with im¬ 
minent death by violence. 

I have heard this death cry most frequently uttered by boars : 
this is no doubt due to the fact, that when pigsticking the circum¬ 
stances of death are such as to induce the cry. I can recall the 
death cries of stags and horses. The latter is an excruciating sound 
which haunts one. 

How can one explain this death cry? Are we to be satisfied with 
instinct as an answer? Excessive fear is ruled out by the boar’s- 
behaviour at the time. 

The main purpose of this letter is to invite readers of the Journal 
to record and publish any observed facts bearing on this most inter¬ 
esting subject, viz. ‘Shamming death’. 

Eloin, Scotland. 

6 //? January 1946 . A. A. DUNBAR BRANDER. 


II.—DISTRIBUTION OF THE RED-CRESTED POCHARD 
IN SOUTHERN INDIA. 

On 9 th February 1946 when shooting at Tyravallur lake, about 
30 miles from Madras, we got four Red-Crested Pochard {Neiia 
rufina), two drakes and two ducks. 

When I returned to camp, I looked this species up in the Fauna 
of British India (Stuart Baker) and found that he says that there 
are hardly any records from southern India, so I thought I would 
write to you. 

On several occasions lately I have seen the Common Pochard 
[Nyroca ferina) on various lakes round here but h«ive not yet taken 
any. I believe them to be rare in southern India also. 

I have preserved two skins of the Red-Crested Pochaixl and 
have done soft part studies of them, which I can send if confirmation 
is required. 

1 would be obliged if you could let me know what the status of 
these duck is in southern India. On Tyravallur there were about 
200 Red-Crested Pochard which regularly flighted from one end of 
the lake to the other over some islands, providing ample opportunity 
for observation. 

82 Squadkon, R.A.F., S.E.A.A.F. 

11 th February 1946 . H. G. LUMSDEN. 

[According to the Fauna of British Indiuy the Red-Crested 
Pochard {Netta rufina) becomes rare in southern India. In his re¬ 
cent report on the Survey of Eastern Ghats, Mr. Whistler 
mentions that Mr. Stoney killed 12 Red-Crested Pochards in the 
Vizagapatam District in the season of 1928-1929. There are two 
specimens in the Madras Museum labelled Madras and Arkonam,. 
but that he (Whistler) can find no other record for the Presidency* 

The Common Pochard {Nyroca /. ferina) is a scarce winter 
visitor to the Madras Presidency. Mr. Stoney informs us that he 
shot two in the Vizagapatam District in the same season, 1928- 
1929,—Eds.] 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


401 


12.—‘BIRDS ON THE HINDUSTAN-TIBET ROAD, N.-W. 
HIMALAYA’—A CORRECTION. 

In the list of birds given in the above-mentioned article, which 
appeared in Vol. 45, No. 4, of the Journal of the Society, I regret 
that by a careless mistake on my part *Trochalopteron lineatum 
lineatum {Vigors ): Streaked Laughing-Thrush’ was omitted, and 
remarks relating to that species were erroneously recorded under 
^Trochalopteron variegatum variegatum (Vigors): Eastern Variegat¬ 
ed Laughing-Thrush*. The latter was noted only at Thanedar and 
Bagi, specimens being collected in both of those localities. 

Rawalpindi. 

30th April 1946. H. W. WAITE. 

13.—THE PARADISE FLYCATCHER AT SEA. 

While on a trip from Bombay to Cochin and still 100 miles 
north of it and 15 miles from land, I noticed two paradise fly¬ 
catchers, both cock birds in full plumage (white and black), on the 
ship’s rail. They were first noticed at about mid-day and stayed 
with the ship till it arrived in Cochin. 

I have always been under the impression that these birds live 
mainly in the north but it is possible owing to the proximity of the 
Nilgiris that they are to be found as far south. They must have 
flown from the land to the ship and as they are known not to be 
long-distance birds, this has caused me considerable surprise and 
I am writing to inquire whether what I saw was unusual or not. 
I would be grateful for your comments. 

Phoenix Building, 

Ballakd Estate, 

Bombay. R. SASSOON. 

2Sth March 1946. 

[Finding Paradise Flycatchers under the circumstances des¬ 
cribed is certainly most exceptional. The birds must obviously have 
been blown out to sea. But there is, of course, nothing unusual 
in the species occurring as far south as Cochin. In winter it is found 
in South Travancore, and even Ceylon. Eds.] 


14.—SPRING PASSAGE OF PHALAROPES IN IRAQ. 

In 1925 Col. R. Meinertzhagen, reviewing the distribution of 
Phalaropes, (Ibis, p. 325), wrote of the Red-necked Phalarope 
{Phalaropus lohatus) ‘winters in the north Indian Ocean. ... May 
records from Transcaspia and Shiraz, Persia . . . but still on the 
Mekran coast on 15 and 20 May’. On 23rd May 1943 I saw large 
flocks totalling eight to eleven hundred near the edge of the flooded 
Hor el Hammar, four miles west of Shaiba, Iraq. On 6th June two 
to three hundred were seen. C. B. Ticehurst in ‘Birds of Mesopot¬ 
amia’ {Journ.y Bomb. Nat. Hist Soc., 1921, Vol. xxvm, p. 197 
13 a 
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et seq,) quotes no records other than Zarudny’s statement that the 
species was a winter visitor. 

Of PhcHaropus fulwarius Col. Meinertzhagen wrote ‘winter 
visitor o£E Mekran coast and south coast of Arabia ... its passage 
from Central Asia to Mekran coast takes place in huge bounds with 
few records of intermediate rest*. On 23rd May I watched one 
female in full breeding plumage at a distance of twenty feet among 
the flocks of P. lohatus. C. B. Ticehurst knew of no Iraq record. 
No specimens were shot, but I am familiar with both species, having 
photographed them in Iceland. 

82 A.T. Coy., R.I.A.S.C., 

Benares Cantt. Maj. P. I. R. MACLAREN. 

12th April 1946. 

15.—THE WHITE-WINGED WOOD-DUCK 

ASACORNIS SCUTULATUS (Muller) 

The following notes on the White-winged Wood-Duck are com¬ 
piled from observations of a pair which were discovered oh the 
Dhunseri river at Manipur Road (Dimapur), Assam. 

The presence of these-birds was first brought to my notice by 
Capt. P. T. French in February- 1945. From his description of a 
pair of duck he had seen flying down the river several times, and 



White-wlngsd Wood-Duck 


also swimming and feeding in places, I had no hesitation in assum** 
ing them to be Wood-Duck. 

I was unable to observe them at that time, but on my return 
from leave in July, I was able to spend two evenings on the river 
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in^the company of Capt, French. He informed me that the duck 
had not been seen for about 2 months, and only the drake was to 
be seen, flying down the river every evening. It aparently spent 
the day some distance upstream, since he had observed it at various 
points at different times on the river up to S miles upstream, from 
the bridge, and that it was most regular in its habit of reaching 
the bridge at dusk, about 6.30 p.m. 

On the 31st July we took up our position at a point about 
100 yards above the bridge. At 6.40 p.m. we heard the drake call 
as it flew down stream towards us. It came into view about 
100 yards away and flew up into a tall tree on the opposite side 
of the river, about 50 yards distant. 

Capt. French stated that its normal practice was to perch in 
that same tree every evening, watching the bridge until a suitable" 
lull in the traffic, whereupon it would continue its flight. As he 
had seen it on one occasion at least ij miles further downstream 
still flying, it appeared to fly a fair distance each day. 

We walked upstream, and when we were nearly opposite the 
tree the drake flew out and upstream uttering a loud goose-like 
‘honk* of alarm finally perching again in another tall tree overhang¬ 
ing the river about 100 yards away. 

We took cover behind some bushes and waited for it to resume 
its flight downstream; but although it commenced calling again 
it refused to move, so when it was completely dark we abandoned 
the scene. 

The following evening we took up a new position about 200 
yards upstream from the tree in which it had perched the previous 
evening. 

I heard it call once some distance away, then it suddenly appear¬ 
ed almost opposite my hide, flying low over the water. It saw me 
the instant I raised my gun and giving a honk of alarm swerved 
away, but a charge of No. 5 brought it down into the river from 
which it was letrieved a few minutes later. The bird was a fine 
male and apparently in nuptial plumage. Its crop was full of small 
black pyramidical seeds of an aquatic plant which abounds in the 
jheels in Assam. 

When the two ducks were observed together earlier in the year, 
they were in the habit of calling to each other using the low whistle 
which appears to be the ordinary calling note. When alarmed the 
note is a loud goose-like ‘honk*. It is probable that the drake 
spends the day on some distant jheel or on the river and visits the 
nesting dudk every night; but as the nest has not yet been dis¬ 
covered this cannot be confirmed. The female, when last seen, 
closely resembled the male, whose description follows. 

Weight, 6i lbs. 

The bird proved to be good eating though a trifle coarse. The 
flavour was not marred by either a fishy or muddy taste. It would 
have been improved considerably by sage and onion stuffing, though 
this luxury was unfortunately denied us. 

§04 Ind. E. & M. Coy., I.E., S.E.A.C. 
ist August 1945. 


T. C. HUTCHINSON, 
Major, 
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i6.~DO SNAKES DRINK MILK? 

While reading Marvels of Reptile Life by W. S. Berridge, p.z.s., 
I have come across the following interesting passage:— 

‘All snakes drink very freely, and many of them are very fond 
of milk. In India, the natives will place saucers full of milk near 
the hiding places of cobras, or in the temples where they are 
worshipped, in order to propitiate the reptiles; while the Racer or 
Whip Snake, to quote the words of Lawson “haunts the Dairies of 
careless Housewives, and never misses to skim the Milk clear of 
Cream’*.* 

I have experimented with two cobras and a saw-scaled viper 
and I can assure you that none of these snakes showed the slightest 
inclination to take this inviting drink. I have spent some years in 
places where dangerous snakes, including cobras, are quite com¬ 
mon, but I know no instance of any snake having even touched 
a saucer of milk either offered to it or left by a careless housewife. 
A learned friend of mine has positively declared that the belief that 
snakes drink milk is quite erroneous and that milk forms no part of 
their diet. I may add here that this friend of mine has kept many 
live snakes. 

You know well that Indian snake-charmers play upon the be¬ 
lief of laymen that snakes have a strong liking for milk and these 
garudiwalas induce the public to pay something to feed their reptile 
pets on milk. I have more than once offered an attractive tip to 
snake-charmers if they would feed their snakes on milk before my 
eyes and I assure you that every time either they have failed or 
refused to demonstrate on some pretext or another. 

May I request yoU to let me know your views on this interest¬ 
ing subject? 

80 A, Kurla Road, 

Andheri. V. M. VASU, 

20th February 1946. Advocate, 

[A thirsty snake will readily drink any liquid, be it water or 
milk, to quench its thirst, but will show no preference for milk. 
Milk is not a reptilian food.— Eds.] 

i^.—aestivation of the frog RAMANELLA 
MONTANA (JERDON). 

At Khandala, Western Ghat, on the 20th January 1945 while 
turning out the debris in a hollow of a tree, I turned out what, 
at first sight, appeared to be two coleopterous larvae which had 
been ruptured in the process, but on closer examination they proved 
to be a pair of frogs, Ramandla montana. The hollow was about 
two feet above the ground and its contents were slightly damp* 
The behaviour of the frogs at the time of disturbance was certaihly 
curious. The short legs were stiffly, and well tucked into the body 
and handling did not induce the animals to move them; the body 
skin was thrown into numerous folds; a strong fold of skin across 
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the head forming- a high ridge close behind the eyes from under 
which the strikingly small, beady eyes peered out. In this condi¬ 
tion the animals looked in all the world as though they were a pair 
of ruptured larvae of the Rhinoceros beetle {Orycies sp.). In 
general colouring they were a pale olive grey above and heavily 
mottled with deep brown and grey below; a brownish, black 
bordered band crossed the thigh, the middle of the leg, and a third 
a little way below the ‘heel’. When the legs are drawn up the three 
bands appear confluent; similar bands crossed the forearm and the 
‘wrist’; a black, broken W-shaped marking was visible at the base 
of the skull, anterior to this are two black spots and another nearer 
the snout. The markings appear to be permanent and are still visible 
in preservation. 

On dissection the two proved to be male and female. Except 
for size, and some paler patches behind the head and about the 
loins in the male, there did not appear any marked external differ¬ 
ences between the sexes. The female measured 45 mm. from snout 
to vent, and the male 33 mm. An examination of the gonads indi¬ 
cated that the ovaries were slightly enlarged and the ova distinctly 
granular. The fat bodies were much enlarged and filled the greater 
part of the abdominal cavity. The testes of the male were still small, 
and like the female, the fat bodies were enlarged and occupied a 
considerable portion of the body cavity. 

Be it coincidence or otherwise, this was the first time I found 
a pair, male and female, of this frog aestivating together. It is 
well-known that some other species of frogs collect and aestivate 
together in the same cavity, 

Bombay Natural History Society, 

Bombay, C. McCANN. 

20th March 1946. 

18.—THE DISTRIBUTION OF RANA LEITHII BOULENGER. 

Judging from the fact that R. ieithii was represented by a 
single specimen, the type, in the British Museum, Natural History, 
up to the time it was ‘rediscovered’ by me at Khandala (vide Journ.^ 
xxxvi, p. 167) it would appear to be a rare species, 
but since then I have been able to record it from various other 
localities in the Bombay Presidency, viz. Gersoppa Falls, N. 
Kanara; Kanari Caves, Salsette Island; Lingmala Falls, near 
Mahableshwar; and recently I collected it at Matheran, the type 
locality. 

In most of the above-mentioned localities the frogs were fre¬ 
quent, but at Matheran they were definitely very common at dusk 
after the thunder showers on the loth and nth June (1945). There 
were actually hundreds hopping about the roads, among the rocks 
of the boundary walls and among the fallen leaves. When I men¬ 
tioned to my companion Mr, Manek Captain that the frogs appeared 
to me to be the ‘rare’ R. Ieithii he rightly had the laugh of me, 
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for R. leithii it was, and it was there in its hundreds, and sq I must 
now substitute the word common for the word rare. 

The Matheran specimens were in breeding condition. 

Bombay Natural History Society, 

Bombay, C. McCANN, 

June 1945. 


i9._STRONG odour EMITTED BY THE FUNGOID FROG 
(RANA MALABARICA), 

In my articles on Reptilia and Amphibia I referred to Rana 
malabarica as the Fungoid Frog on account of the close re.semblance 
of its colouring to one of the bark or wood attacking fungi. At the 
time when I gave it this name, I was not aware of its ability to 
enhance the camouflage by emitting a powerful fungoid odour. In 
most cases I had dealt with it in the open. When on a short visit 
to the Tansa Lake I found one of this species inhabiting the bath¬ 
room of the bungalow. I closed the doors of the room and tried 
to catch it. As soon as I chased it about I became aware of a 
strong fungus-like odour in the room: for a while I could not 
account for the smell. When I caught the animal the odour became 
stronger than ever, and so I immediately suspected the frog as the 
author of the scent. When I put it to my nose for confirmation, 
there remained no doubt. To make sure I asked my companions 
to verify my observations, they agreed that the frog did give out 
a strong smell. 

The dorsal surface of R. malabarica is highly glandular; in this 
respect it is not the only species, and it will be interesting to know 
whether the other species are also capable of emitting an odour. 
In R, malabarica there appears to be little doubt that the odour 
coupled with its colouring and habits aflFord it protection from many 
a would-be enemy. 

BoxMbay Natural History Society, 

Bombay, C. McCANN. 

20th May 1946. 


20.—A RECORD MAHSEER. 

(Wifli a plate) 

I enclose a photograph of a Mahseer I caught in the upper 
regions of the Cubbany River on 22-3-194G:— 

Weight: 120 pounds* 

Length : 66J inches. 

Girth; 41J,inches. 

Mouth dia^neter: 10 inches, 
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Tbe previous record was held by Colonel Rivett Carnac, caugfht 
in 1919:— 

Weig-ht: i 19 pounds. 

Length; 64 inches. 

Girth: 4^ inches. 

The photograph was taken nearly 24 hours after tlie fish was 
caught. 

As this is the record Mahseer, its publication will be of interest. 
^Bissal Munti’, 

Mysore, J. deWET VAN INGEN. 

nth April 1946. 

2 i._ON the bionomics of the INDIAN SPRAT 
[SARDINELLA GIBBOSA (CUV. & VAL.).]’ 

The Indian Sprat, Sardinella gibhosa (Cuv. & Val.) is a 
shoaling fish is of economic importants. It occurs in the Palk Bay 
and the northern portion of the Gulf of Manaar, throughout the 
year.® It is captured by means of shore seine nets, cast-nets and 
drift nets, and is chiefly sun-dried for export to the districts of 
Madura and Trichinopoly, and to Ceylon. 

She ,—About one thousand specimens ranging in size from 5 
to 16 cm. were examined. The commercial catches consist mainly 
of fish measuring 13 to 15 cm. long, but in April and May, large 
numbers of young sprats, 5 to 10 cm. in length, are attracted by 
night by torch-flares, into shallow waters, and baled into the <,anoes 
with hand nets. This indiscriminate fishing, irrespective of size, 
may have an adverse effect on the future fisheries. Sexual maturity 
is attained when the fish reaches a length ol 14 cm. 

Food .—The diet of the fish consists of plankton. The following 
organisms have been found in its stomach ;— 

Zooplankton. —Foraminifers, Sagitta spp., larval bivalves, Oe- 
seis acicula^ Spirqtella spp., Nauplins larvae, Zoea larvae, Megalopa 
larvae, copepods, Leiicifer hanseniy Rhopalophthalmus egregiuSy and 
fish-larvae. 

Phytoplankton. — Coscinodiscus, Detonula, Fragilaria, Rhizoso- 
lenia, Thalassiothrix and T rich ode smium. 

Crustacean larvae, Pteropods and Trichodesmium form the chief 
food of this fish. Its fishery will, therefore, fluctuate in accordance 
with the paucity or profusion of the’ plankton. This fish is also 
one of the few which feed on the arrow-worms, Sagitta spp. I'he 
presence of foraminiferan shells in the stomach of specimens 


* Part of work done by the auttfor at 'the Krusadai Biolof^ical Statit)n, (lulf 
of Manaar. Publishixl with tbe permUsion of the Director of Industries and 

Commerce, Madras.- .. . j 

* Specimens of Sardinellti hrarbysaina (Bleeker) and S. stndeujis, i^ay, are 
also represented in the shoals in small numbers. 
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examined on certain days suggests that the fish fed on some fora* 
miniferan ooze. Fish-larvae were never numerous, though they 
were frequently found in isolated specimens. 

Spawning season.-^The Indian Sprat has a single but prolonged 
spawning period, from September to February. Specimens with 
fully transparent eggs were obtained in December and January. 
Specimens partly or fully spent were seen in January and February, 
Eggs.~The ripe ova measure 0.56 to 0.60 mm. in diameter. 
Eggs obtained from the plankton measured 0.58 to 0,64 mm. in 
<liameter. No attempt has been made to investigate the embryonic 
and larval development. 

Enemies .—Specimens of the Indian Sprat have been recorded 
in the stomach-contents of the following hashes :—Chirocenirus do rah 
(Forskal); Oiolithus ruher (Bl. Schn.); Lociarius hiciariuSy Cuv. & 
Val.; and Sphyraena ohfusata^ Cuv. & Val. 

Fisheries Branch, 

Department of Industries and Commerce, P. I. CHACKO, 

Madras. 


22.—MOVEMENT OF A GROUP OF INSECTS IN INDIA. 


Near the town of Vyara, in the State of Baroda, Surat District, 
India, one day I noticed a .small group of insects moving across the 
verandah floor. They seemed to be travelling in formation. At 
almost regular intervals all stopped and .started simultaneously. 
There were approximately fourteen in the group and were arranged 
somewhat as follows; — 


O 

0 


o 


o 


0 


o 


o 

o 


o 

o 

O 0 

o 


0 


I judge the distance they covered between each start and stop 
was approximately one inch and the stops were of about one second 
duration. By observation no detection of a leader could be made 
for all seemed to start and stop simultaneously. 

This kind of motion continued across the verandah, a distance of 
about six feet until an ant came into the formation. This confused 
them temporarily and they drew off into two divisions, but as the 
ant moved on they gradually came" back together regaining their 
former rhythm and almost the same formation. 

The insect was small in size, approximately that of a Drosophila^ 
or a bit larger. Its ^ape was somewhat that of a grasshopper. In 
colotir it was light grey or brown. 



MiSCMLLANBOUS NOTBS 


4 ^? 

'nie lil»ote dala is g-iven from memory after an interval of five» 
or six years but I think it is essentially accurate. The formation 
aad motion of the grroup was so unique that it is difficult to forget. 

EARL M. ZIGLER, 
Missionary, 

[The above note was sent to us by Dr. C, B. Williams, Head 
of the Department of Entomology, Rothamstead Experimental 
Station, Harpenden, Herts, for publication in the hope that 
some reader may be able to solve the problem and obtain speci¬ 
mens.— Eds.] 


23.—A ‘HERMIT* SPIDER. 

About the middle of November last, I bought a number of bota¬ 
nical specimens from the Victoria Gardens. One specimen of 
Memycelon edule (Melasiomaceae) had an open cocoon of a moth 
suspended from the branch and in it was lodged a beautiful yellow 
coloured striped spider which has been identified by the Zoological 
Survey of India as a female of a Olios sp. (The species could not 
be identified as the specimen was immature.) This to my mind 
is the first record of a spider inhabiting the cocoon of a moth^ 
and so I hasten to record it in your Journal, 

Wilson College, 

Bombay, MOSES EZEKIEL. 

iith April 1946. 

[Spiders will often occupy any convenient cavity either as a 
retreat or, as a ‘safe deposit* for their egg-cases. We have known 
them to occupy the ‘bore holes* made by beetle larv^ae, Humble-bees 
{Xylocopa)y and also the deserted cells left in the mud nests of 
mason wasps.— Eds.] 


24.—ABNORMAL FLOWERING OF CAREYA ARBOREA 
ROXB. IN KHANDALA. 

Careya arhorea Roxb. is a very common tree about Khandala. 
Under normal circumstances, when the tree is in leaf, it is very con¬ 
spicuous on account of the large size of its leaves; during the 
flowering and fruiting season, the size of the flowers and the dis¬ 
agreeable smell of the fruits cannot fail to draw the attention of 
^ven the least observant of botanists. 

New leaves begin to come out at the beginning of the rainy 
season, when most of the over-ripe and evil-smelling fruits fell from 
the tree. The leaves are large and of a bright green colour, until 
the approach of the flowering season. Towards the end of February 
leaves slowly turn from green into various shades of brick red, and 
fjisfi ^adpaily fall off, until there remains but the b^e skelet^ qf 
the tree. Buds appear shortly after leaf-fall, some time in the middle 
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of Morch; fiowero may be seen from the second half of Haid[i. on«» 
wards xxp to Mlay, 

On January a4» 1942, Mr. C, McCann and myself noticed* a tree 
on Behram’s Plateau near Khandala which showed veiy marked 
irregularity in its flowering rhythm. One branch, about one-third 
of the tree, was in full bloom and without a single leaf on; the rest 
of the tree was still fully clothed with all its leaves and did not 
show any signs of approaching flowering. On further examination 
we found that a large fire had been lit just beneath the branch 
in question, and that in consequence of the fire all the leaves had 
either |ifeen burnt or scorched; there resulted a general leaf-fall for 
that particular branch, the scorched or half-burnt leaves still cover¬ 
ing the ground beneath the scorched branch. This particular branch 
was at the time loaded with flowers and buds, exactly like any other 
branch at the proper flowering'”time at the end of March. 

The rest of the tree, which had not been affected by fire, only 
came into flower at the end of March of the same year; by which 
time the abnormal branch had normal ripe fruits. 

Two explanations occur which may explain this abnormal be¬ 
haviour of Careya. Possibly flowering and fruiting is induced by 
defoliation; or perhaps a considerable rise in temperature even for 
a short time may be responsible for the sudden flowering of the tree. 
These two points are easy enough to test experimentally, and may 
be taken up in the case of Careya and similar deciduous trees; I 
leave it to experimental plant physiologists to settle such an inter¬ 
esting subject, from the solution of which we may expect to get an 
insight into the agencies controlling the strange behaviour of some 
of our Indian deciduous trees. 

St. Xavier’s College, 

Bombay, H. SANTAPAU, s.j.. 

12th March 1946. 
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Cinnyris asiatica 

- SPP . 

-zeylouica 

Circus macrourus 

. melanoleucus ... 

Cirrhina mrigala 

- reba . 

Cirrochroa fasciata 

— -tyche mithila 

Citharexylum subserratum 
Clamator jacobinus jacobinus 
Clerodendron spp, 

Cleth rophora v irida 

Clupea ilisha . 

Coccinia ... 

Coccothraustes coccothrauste 
coccothraustes ... 
Cocculus macrocarpus ... 

Coleus . 

Colisa fasciata . 

--labiosa . 

.-lalia . 

— vulgaris. 

Coluber . 

Coluniba livia . 

. . . ..gaddi 

- - -— intermedia 

Columbicola columbae ... 
Conservula indica 

. .-. V, brunneum 

Coprotheies pomarinus 

Copsychus . 

.. .saularis 

. ... . ——saularis 
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... 452 Coracias benghalensis. 679 

... 674 ---—^benghalensis. 648,699 

... 674 -—- garrulus garrulus ..; ... 699 

... 647 Carallarrhiza . 743 

... 522 Cordia rothii . 706 

... 517 Corvus brachyrhyncos hesperis. 510,513 

... 517 — brachyrhynchus ... «• 595 

... 685 — corax . 691 

... 677 cornix . 512 

536 —cornix. 691 

... 701-sharpii. 692 

... 425 corone. 605 

... 425 ' ■■ frugilegus frugilegus. 692 

426 -macrorhynchos . 670 

... 698 - sp . 603 

... 430 -splendens spleudens. 647 

412, 676 Coryllis vemalis. 679 

... 452 Carypha unbracuUfera. 442 

683 Cosmotriche . 422 

... 481 Coturnix coturnix coturuix. 704 

... 481 Cremastogaster dorhni. 685 

468, 470,-:- sp . 447 

471, 531» 533 Crex crex. 703 

... 472 Criniger. 710 

... 521 -gularis . 672 

... 521 Crocodilus palustris . 614 

... 581 Crocopus phoeaicopterus . 681 

647 -phoenicopterus 

... 581 phoenicopterus ... 648 

... 421 Croton tiglium. 440,443 

469 -kloteschianus. 442 

581 Crypsirhina cucullata. 478 

——— varlans . 478 

... 692 Ctenogobius acutipinnis . 462 

423 Cuculus canorus canorus . 699 

... 581-macropterus macropterus ... 647 

458,459 Cuon alpinus . 635 

459 Cupha erymanthis lotis ... 521,690 

458,459,467 Curetis thetis . 522 

... 458 Cyanocitta stelleri stelleri ... 510, Sl3 

... 537 Cyanopica americanus. 510 

509, 512,513 " ■ — cooki . 510 

... 702 Cyanops asiatica . 678 

509, 648 .. . asiatica . 647 

509,513 Cygnuscygnus. 731 

... 421 Cynopterus sphinx . 637 

... 421 Daemia . 681 

... 545 Dafila acuta . 732 

... 710 Danais agleoides . 519 

549,672, 710 -aspasia. 689,736,737 

... 647 -chrysippus . 519 
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-—. , inargbarita ... 689 

— gautama gautaraa ... ... 519 

— limniace matina . 519 

-—— melanippus . 689 

. . “ —-indicus . 519 

-plesdppus . 519 

-similis vulgaris. 689 

Danio aequipinnatus . 438 

— (Danio) malabaricus . 467 

-malabaricus . 470 

Datura . 581 

Degeeriella camerata . 512 

-deOciens . 510,513 

-hectica . 512 

-interposita ... 510, 513, 514 

-marginalis. 513,514 

-rotundata . 510, 513 

-simplex . 514 

- sp . 512, 514 

-— uncinosa . 512 

Delias descombesi leucacantha ... 518 

Delias eucharis . 576 

■ . .— hyparate matarete . 688 

— hyparete hierte. 518 

Delichon. 479 

Demiegretta asha . 613 

Dendrelapbis . 536 

Dendroaspis auguslicaps . 551 

Dendrocitta formosae. 670 

-leucogastra . 670 

-— vagabunda . 670 

-- - vaga bun da vagabunda ... 647 

Dendrocygna fulva ... ... ... 483 

-javanica. 726 

Dendroica bryanti . ... 510 

Dendrophasa bicincta bicincta. 648 

Dendrophassa pompadora ... 681,684 

Dendrophis . 536 

Dennogen3n5 burraanicus ... 456,468 

Derris bre^pes. 443 

Deudoryx epijarbas amatius. 523 

Diaphanes . 739 

-planus . 738 

-- sp . 738 

Wcaeum cruentatum . 676 

--erythrorhynchos . 677 

Dichocrocis punctiferalis . 557 

Dichromia quadralls . 423 

Hicrurus . 452 

~macrocercus . 479 

——— macrocercus macrocercus ... 647 


Page 

Dindica polyphaenaria. 424 

Diptera . 686 

Discophora tullia zal . 52o 

Dissemurus . 675 

-paradiseus. 674 

Doleschallia bisaltide indica . S 21 

Dolichos lablab. 581 

Donax scortum. 558 

Drepanidae . 413 

Dryobates syriacus syriacus . 699 

Dryophis nasutus . 627 

Ducula badia . 681 

Dumetella carolinensis. 510, 513 

Earias fabia ... 658, 659, 661, 663, 665 

-insulana. 658,659,661,666 

Ectropis (Boarmia) bhurmitra. ... 428 

Egretta alba . 484 

-garzetta. 434 

-intermedia . 434 

Elachistodon . 535 

Elapne . 537 

Elaphodus cephalophus . 538 

Elasmus johnstoni . 663 

Elephas maximus . 642 

Eleusine flagellifera . 475 

Elymnias hypermuestra . 689 

-cay 6 ata ... 689 

-hypermnestra undularis ... 520 

Emberiza aureola . 479 

-calandra . 600 

-citrinella erythrogenys ... 694 

-falcata . 479 

—-hortulana . 694 

-melanocephala . 694 

Emberiza cia stracbeyi . 436 

Emilia . 420 

Engraulis telera. 468 

Enicostemma littorale. 655, 657 

Enicurus maculatus maculatus ... 436 

-schistaceus . 673 

Eragrostris amabilis . 475 

Ergolis ariadne pallidior . 521 

. - merione assama . 521 

Eriboea atbamas . 689 

-atbamas atbamas . 520 

Erionota taurus . 691 

-— tbrax . 691 

Erolia miouta . 703 

Erythacus rubecula byrcanus ... ... 698 

Erythrina . 671,676, 680, 706 

Brytbropsis . 446,451, 453 
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Erytbropsls colorata . 

446,452 

Eryz conicu$ . 

... 620 

-johni . 

... 620 

£8tig;enapardalis. 

... 578 

Etroplus coruchi 

... 461 

..maculatus 461, 466, 467,469, 470 

-suratensis 461, 469,470, 471, 472 

Ettblemma olivacea . 

... 557 

Euchrysops cnejus . 

... 522 

-- —- pandava pandava,.. 

... 522 

Encichla cyannra . 

510, 512 

Eud 3 mamis scolopaceus 

... 723 

—-scolopaceus scolopaceus 

... 648 

Euchrysops cnejus . 

... 690 

Eugenia jambolana . 

... 581 

Eumenes edwardsli . 

... 664 

Eumiyas thalassina . 

... 673 

Eupatorium . 

486,713 

Euphorbia tirukalli . 

... 443 

Euploea alcathoe doubledayi ... 

... 519 

— core layardi . 

... 519 

crassa crassa 

... 519 

—■—■' deione deione 

... 519 

-—— diocletiana . 

... 689 

-diocletiana . 

... 519 

Euploea godarti . 

... 519 

-klugii klugii. 

... 519 

——— mulciber . 

... 689 

-mulciber ... 

.. 519 

■.. V, plain apex upf 

... 519 

Enrem a blanda sil hetana 

.. 518 

-—-— hecabe . 

.. 689 

■--hecabe... 

518 

-lacteola sarinoides ... 

... 518 

-laeta . 

... 518 

— libythea . 

... 518 

-simulatrix sarinoides 

... 518 

Eurostopodus . 

... 710 

Eurystomus oriental is. 

... 679 

Eurytaphria bisinuata. 

... 427 

Eutlialia cocytlna puseda 

... 689 

evalina laudibilis 

... 736 

-garuda . 

... 689 

--garuda garuda 

... 520 

—-jahnu jahnu 

... 520 

-lepidea sthavara 

... 520 

—-lubentina . 

... 689 

Eucopiichchys vacha . 

531, 533 

Everes diporides . 

... 736 

Falco columbarius subsp 

... 700 

• naumanni naumanni ... 

... 700 


——• peregrinus . 

Page 
... 605 

-peregrinus subsp. 

... 700 

-subbuteo subbuteo 

... 700 

-tinnunculus tinnunculus 

... 700 

-vespertinus vespertinus 

... 700 

Pascellina plagiata . 

... 42S 

Faunis arcesilans .. 

... 689 

Felis Chaus . 

... 632 

Ficedula hypoleuca semitorquata . 

696 

Firmania colorata . 

... 446 

Firraiana . 

... 446 

Francolinus pintadeanus phayrei 

... 483 

-pondicerianus 

... 727 

Fregatta tropica melanogastra 

610, 611 

Fringilla coelebs subsp. 

... 693 

—— - montifringilla 

... 693 

Fulica atra . 

... 483 

-atra atra. 

703, 724 

Funambulus palmarum 

... 638 

-. 

... 449 

-subslineatus 

... 638 

Galerida cristata nigricans 

... 604 

-cristata subsp ., 

... 694 

Gallinago . 

... 482 

Gallinula chloropus . 

... 483 

Galloperdiz spadicea . 

... 727 

Gallus bankiva . 

... 682 

-gallus murghi . 

... 649 

Gallus sonnerati . 

... 777 

-sonneratii . 

... 682 

Gambusia affinis . 

454,467 

-holbrookii . 

... 454 

-holbrookii . 

... 466 

-holbrookii . 

... 454 

Gangara thyisis thyrsis. 

... 523 

Garra . 

... 467 

-ceylonensis cyelonensis... 

468,470 

——— mullya . 

438, 468 

Garrulaz delessertii . 

... 670 

-moniliger . 

... 670 

-pectoralis . 

670, 683 

Garrulus leucotis . 

... 478 

Gecinulus granlia . 

... 678 

Gelochelidon nilotica . 

483, 544 


603, 607 

Gennaeus horsfieldii . 

... 682 

Gentianaceae . 

... 656 

Gentianoideae . 

... 656 

Geokichla citrlna . 

... 672 

Geometridae . 

... 424 

Geospiza . 

... 510 
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-—— fortis. S13 

-fuliginosa . SIO 

Gerydus boisduvali .. ... G90 

—boisduvali assamensis ... 521 

Glossogobius giuris . 462 

Gobius . 466 

-ndlli . 466 

-ostericola . 462 

Golunda ellioti . 641 

Gorsakius melanolophus ... 682,727 

Gossypium . 568 

Gracula religiosa . 675 

Gypaetus barbatus . 501,502 

- sudsp. . 700 

Gyps fulvus fulvns . 701 

Halcyon juUae 514 

-pileata . 480,648 

-smyrnensis fusca . 648 

---smyrnensis ... 648 

HaliaOtus . 481 

— -leucorypbus. 481 

Haliastur indus. 681 

Haploeheilns panchax. 454 

Harpactes . 481 

— -erythrocephalus . 680 

-fasciatus . 680 

Hasora alexis alexis . 523 

-badra badra . 523, 736 

-taminatus bhavara . 523 

Hebomoia glaucippc glaucippe ... 519 

Heliothis armigera . 658 

Heliotropium indicum. 557 

Hemichelidon sibirica gulmergi ... 436 

Hemlcircus canente . 710 

Hemidactylus brooki . 617 

-frenatus’. 617 

- - leschenaulti . 617 

Hemipus picatus .. 674,683 

Hemirhamphus.. ... 466 

. >■ ■ " gaimardi ...455 , 456, 467 

*"■■ ■" ' . georgii. 455 

--limbatus . 455 

Hemitragus hylocrius. 642 

Herpestes edwardsii . 633 

-fuscus . 634 

-— smithii . 634 

— -vitticollis . 634 

Herse convolvuli . 557 

Hibiscus. 568, 575 

-— abelmoschus .. 569 

--cannabinus . 570, 662. 



Page 

Hibiscus esculentus . 

570, 662-664 

-mutabilis .. 

... 572 

-panduriformis 

... 662 

-rosa-sinensis ... 571, 572, 573,662 

-sabdarifiEa . 

... 570 

-schizopett'Uus. 

572, 573 

-— subdarifa . 

... 662 

—— syriacus . 

572, 574 

-vitifolius .. 

662, 663, 664 

Hidari irava . 

. ... 691 

Hierococcyx varius . 

... 647 

Hilsa ilisha .. 

467, 468 

Himantopus himantopus 

... 496 

Hippion orientale . 

... 655 

Hippoboscidae . 

... 509 

Hipposideros atratus . 

... 638 

---speoris . 

... 638 

Hirundo daurica . 

... 676 

-nepalensis ... 

... 710 

-rustica ... 601, 

603, 608, 608 

-rustica 

432, 436 

- sttdsp. 

... 698 

-smithii . 

... 480 

-striolata . 

... 480 

-substriolata 

... 710 

-tytleri. 

... 480 

Hodgsonius phoenicuriodes ... 

... 435 

-phoeni- 

curoides... 436 

Honialotylus ftaminius 

527, 528 

Horaichthys setnai . 

455, 470 

Horsfieldia anita arracana 

... 522 

Huhua nipalensis . 

... 680 

Hyaena striata. 

... 636 

Hydrobates pelagic us. 

602, 606 

Hydropbasianus cbirurgus ... 

... 495 

Hydroprogne caspia . 

... 703 

Hylocichla ualabatus swainsoni 

... 511 

-ustulata ustulata ... 

510, 514 

Hypericum sp . 

... 427 

Hypolais pallida. 

... 602 

Hypolimnas folina . 

... 521 

-misipus . 

... 521 

Hypolycaena erylus himavantus 

... 523 

Hypopicus hyperythrus 

... 678 

Hypothymis azures . 

... 673 

Hystrix leucura. 

... 642 

lambrix salsala salsala 

... 523 


... 690 

Icerya pilosa nardi . 

524, 527,528 

-- seychellarum v, nardi... 

... 524 
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Ideopsis gaura parakana 

. 689 

Impatiens spp . 

418, 426 

Imperata . 

. 561 

lodis argutaria . 

. 424 

Irena puella . 

. 675 

Ismene aedipodea aegina 

. 736 

-mahintha 

. 523 

Issoriasinha sinha 

. 521 

Ixias pyrene latifasciata 

. 518 

Ixobrycbus minuta 

. 494 

-—.. ■ minuta 

. 436 


701 

Jamides alecto curysaces 

.«• ... 

. 522 

-bochus bochus 

. 522 

-celeno celeno ... 

. 522 

-cleoduspura ... 

. 522 

Jasminum spp . 

. 581 

-malabaricum 

563, 564 

Jatropha curcas. 

. 442 

Kasi johnii . 

. 630 

Kerananigrita . 

. 690 

Kittacincla . 

. 710 

..—-macroura ... 

672, 683 

Koruthaialos xanites ... 

. 690 

Labeo calbasu . 

. 531 

— gonius . 

466, 471 

■ .rohita . 

... 471, 531, 533 

Lampides boeticus 

522, 690 

Lamprophorus lutescens 

... ... 738 

.....tenebrosus 

. 738 

Lampryridae . 

. 738 

Lanius collurio. 

. 696 

— cristatus. 

. 673 

—— nigriceps 

. 673 

— schach . 

. 673 

-erythronotus 

. 436 

- spp . 

. 673 

Lantana camara 

. 708 

Larus argentatus cacbinnans 

...598, 599, 600, 


601 


..- brunnicepbalus ... 

. 544 

■.. cacbinnans 

544 

— fuscus ... 544, 545, 604,608 

- genei . 

601, 603 

— bempricbi ... 60S, 606, 607, 610, 


612, 613 

— hempricbii 

544,545 

-leucoptbalmus ... 544, 604, 606, 607 

— marlnus. 

. 603 


HU 603. 608 
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Lates calcarifer. 

. 460 

Lebadia martba attenuata 

. 520 

Lebistes reticnlatus 

455, 469 

Lepidocepbalus tbermalis 

. 471 

Lepidopygopsis typus ... 

. 438 

Leptoptilus javanicus ... 

. 682 

Leptosia nina malayana 

. 688 

-nina 

. 518 

Leptts nigrfcollis 

. 641 

Letbe nicetas . 

. 735 

-robria robria 

. 519 

Leucopolius alexandrinus 

. 728 



A' 

nus ... 728 

rAAK/NVitnl 790 


... f ru 

Ligustrum lucidum 

. 581 

Limeoitis procris milonia 

. 689 

-procris 

. 520 

-trivena bydaspes 

. 735 

-pallida 

. 735 

Lisissemys punctata ... 

. 614 

Lobipes lobatus. 

. 545 

Lobivanellus indlcus aigneri 

. 436 

Lopbopbanes melanolopbus 

. 436 

Lorantbus . 

. 677 

Loris tardigradus 

. 631 

Loxura atymnus continentalis ... 522 

-fuconius 

. 690 

Luscinia megarbyncba africana ... 698 

-svecica sudsp. 

... 698 

Luciola . 

... 739 

-gorbami 

738, 739 

-vespertina 

... 738 

Lycaenestbes emolus ... 

... 523 

-.-emolus 

522, 736 

-goberus 

... 690 

Lyncbia sP . 

510, 513 

-botaurinorum ... 

510, 514 

-maura. 

... 511 

Lycodon striatus 

... 627 

-travancoricus 

... 626 

Lyncornis . 

... 710 

Lymnocryptes minima ... 

... 726 

Lyroderma lyra:. 

... 637 

Mabuya carinata 

... 619 

Macaca radiata ,.. 

... 630 

-sllenus . 

... 629 

Macblolopbus xantbogenys 

... 670 

Macrones gulio. 

... 466 

Macropodus cupanus ... 

458, 468, 470 


... ASfi 
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--' opercularis 

... 458 

Macropygia tinchall . 

... 681 

Maesa chisia . 

... 425 

Mallophaga . 

... 509 

Malva . 

567,568 

Malvastrum . 

... 568 

--coromandelianum 

... 662 

Malvaviscus . 

... 568 

Maniola lupinus cheena 

... 735 

Manis pentadactyla . 

... 644 

Marmessus lisias . 

... 690 

Mastacem belus pancalus 

467, 470 

Matapa aria . 

... 523 

Medasina albidaria . 

.. 430 

Melanitls leda ismene . 

... 520 

Melastoma normale . 

419, 428 

Melcba nursei . 

... 663 

Meliope . 

... 745 

Melipona sp. 

... 450 

Melospiza melodia melodia ... 

510,513,515 

Melursus ursinus . 

... 636 

Mergus albellus. 

... 702 

Merops apiaster. 

... 699 

-orientalis biludschicus 

... 699 

-orientalis ... 

... 648 

-superciliosus . 

... 680 

-persicns... 

... 723 

Metaponia pusilla . 

... 693 

Microbracon greeni . 

663,664 

"" ' — hebetor ... 

... 663 

-lefroyi . 

663, 664 

Micropternus brachyurus 

... 678 

Micropns apus subsp . 

... 698 

-melha melba 

... 698 

Microscelis . 

... 479 

Milvus migrans . 

481,681 

—.... aegyptius 

... 603 


431, 648 

-—■ ^. ■ lineatus 

... 431 

--migrans 

... 700 

Mimusops hexandra . 

706, 708 

Molopastes cafer bengalensis 

... 647 

Mol pastes cafer . 

... 671 

-leucogenys 

... 486 


... 436 

... 419 

Moma Champa . 

ludifica . 

... 419 

Monticola sazatilis . 

... 697 

Montifringilla nivalis alplcola 

... 694 

Moschothera civettlna 

... 633 

Moschus moscbiferus. 

... 538 
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Motacilla alba 

... 

480 

——-persica ... 

... 

695 

-alboides alboides 

... 

436 

-cinerea melanope 


436 

-cttreola 


676 

-calcarata 

... 

499 

"■ 6 ava subsP.^ 


695 

-feldegg 

... 

695 

-trivialis trivialis 


695 

Mugil parsia . 

... 

471 

- sp^y . 

... 

459 

Muntiacus muntjak aureus 

• •• 

643 

Musa paradisiaca 


562 

Mus booduga . 


640 

musculus . 

... 

640 

-platythrix . 


640 

Musicapa striata neumanni 

tti 

696 

Mycalecis fuscum 

• •• 

689 

-mineus 


689 



519 

-perseus blasius 


519 

-visala neovisala 

.•« 

519 

Myclois pectinicornella 


586 

Myophonus caeruleus temminckii ... 

436 

-temminckii 


673 

-horsfieldii 

.. ... 

673 

Mystacoleuces ogilbu 

. 

472 

Mystus aor . 

531,533 

Nacaduba curava euplea 


522 

-hermus nabo 


522 

-nora nora '... 


522 

Naja . 

. 

551 

-naja . 


628 

Nandus nandus 


460 

Narosa doenia 


584 

Natrix . 


536 

-piscator. 


622 

-stolata . 


624 

Neophron percnopterus 


700 

Neottia 


743 

Nephele didyma 


581 

Nepheluim litchi 

578, 586 

Neptis columella ophiana 

• ... 

520 

-hordonia hordonia 

. ... 

521 

-hylas . 

. 

690 

-adara 

. 

520 

—-astola 

520, 738 

--hyplas astola ... 


738 

-jumbah jumbah 

••• 

520 

Neptis nandina susruta 


521 

-soma soma 


521 
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——- vikasi omeroda ... ... 690 

NeBomimus carriogtoni ... ... 510 

-parvulsus. SIO 

Netta rufina . 548 

Nettapus coromand^lianus . 726 

Niltava nsacgrigoriae 673 

Noctuidae . 419 

Notocrypta paralyses. 690 

Notodela leucura . 673 

Notosontidae . 418 

Notopterus . 651,652 

-^— notopterus . 469 

Novius guerini. 527, 528 

Nyctanthes . 581 

Nymphula depunctalis . 556 

Nyroca ferina . ... 549 

-ferina. 702 

Oceanites oceanicus ... 543, 594-599, 

602, 60S, 606, 608-611 

Oceanodroma castro . 597 

-- leucorhoa leucorhoa. 595, 597 

Ochlandra^^., 64? 

Odina wodier 450 

Odontoptilum angulata sura. 523 

Oecopliylla . ... 711 

Oenanthe chrysopygia . 697 

-deserti siibsp . 697 

-finschi bamesi . 697 

-leucomela leucomela ... 697 

——— oenanthe oenanthe ... 697 

Oenopopelia tranquebarica tranque- 

barica 649 

Ophicephalus . 456 

Ophicephalus gachua. 457 

. .- — maruHus . 456 

-punctatus ... 457, 471 

— -striatUB ... 456,457 

Ophideres fullonica . 557 

„ -- matema ••• ••• ••• 557 

Opbiocephalus xnarulius ... 531,533 

— --striatus ... 469, 470, 

471, 472 

Oriolus orioluB . 675 

. . - kundoo . 436 

. . . . . oriolus . 692 

-xanthornus . 675 

Ornitheza metallica . 510,511 

Ornithoeca $p. 509 

■ . .. spuilla . 510, 512 

Ornithomyia avicularia ... 510,511, 
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THE CORAL PLANT. 

A. Russella juncea Zucr. 

B, Russeliasarmentosa Jacq, 
(i Natural Size.) 
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(ir/f/i one coloured and 4 hUick and white plates,) 

fttamMm Jacq. 

(A g^nus belonging to the family Scrophulariaceae named in 
honour of Alexander Rusaet, an English physician and traveller, 
who died in 1768A 

A genus of shrubby ^ species, Mexican in origin^ which are 
fawurite plants in Indian gardens on account of their showy 
flowers, llie leaves are oj^posite or whorled, often reduced to 
scales* The flowers are red and are arranged in many^flowered 
cymes; calyx gainosepalouS) cleft into five lobes; corollartube cylin- 
dric^ with five lobes spreading at the mouth j stamens four; fruit 
a capsule* 

Key to tiis Species. 

• 1 « 

MMle-Uks or sm«tl; corpHa t In. long. it. /nnceo. 

1^V«| jmll corolla taw tiiaa. i in. I014, ... ft, sarmenfoM. 
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Riisseila juacea Zucc. (JR. equisetiformis Cham, et Schl.) 

The Coral, Fountain or Fire-cracker Plant. 

[Jnncea means ru^h-liice^in Latin.) 

Description .—much branched shrub up to 6 ft. tall with glab¬ 
rous, noded stems. Branches whorled, noded, smooth and 
glabrous, angled and grooved, nodding at the tips. The leaves 
are opposite or whorledf petioled, .\^e,r}[ .sjtt^al|, \ovate9^nceolate . or 
linear-obtuse, sometimes •fipathulate, ofteri c^ate, up io 44 n. 'iong^ 
but usually reduced to mere scales at the nodes. In "the latter case 
the whole task .of .photosynthesis is undertaken by tlie, stems and 
branches. 

The inflorescences are produced at the tips of whorled branches. 
The "flowers .are arranged on a-3 flowered peduncJtes , and are pro¬ 
duced in profusion all the year round. Pedicels very slender, about 
^ in. long. Calyx i/io in, long, bell shaped, cleft into five, ovate- 
acute, imbricating lobes, greenish-brown or reddish in colour. 
Corolla tubular in shape, of a beautiful clear red colour, J in. long, 
ending above in five rounded imbricating lobes, glandular inside 
at the base. Stamens four perfect, one rudimentary, inserted on 
the corolla near the base, reaching to .the mouth. Anther cells 
divergent but at length confluent. Ovary seated on a fleshy disk, 
2-celled, with many ovules on central placentas. Fruit a globose 
capsule. 

Flowers .—Throughout the year. Does not set seed in this 
country. 

Distribution .—Indigenous to Mexico. Very commonly grown 
in gardens in the plains throughout India. 

Gardening .—An exceedingly common and at the same time a 
very graceful plant with long rush-like, ribbed, green stems and 
scarlet flowers. It seems to grow readily almost anywhere and 
is propagated by cuttings or division of the roots during the rains- 
It is quite suitable for growing in a rock garden and in hanging 
baskets. 

The brightly coloured flowers and,generous production of nectar 
are indications that the flowers are adapted to cross pollination by 
insects or birds. In this country, however, the Russelias appar¬ 
ently never set seed and are always propagated by other means. 

In Dehra Dun the'sun bird, Cynnyris asiatica, is a very frequent 
visitor to these flowers. Instead of doing. its job in Ae proper 
way, this sun bird bores a hole .through the base of the corolla 
and steals the neptar and the transference of pollen from one shrub 
to another is abided. . . 

Riimlla Mnmntosa Jacq. [R. coednea (Linn.) Wettst.] 
(Sarmentosus means full of twigs or small branches, in'Latin.). 

Description ,—^An erect twiggy shrub reaching 5 ft. in height. 
Branches '.ashlar (often octangular) in cross-section^ smooth and 
glabi'(MiS:' Xeaves well devdopedi* often jtt) fbiirs':at- thtt’ nodes, 
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petioleci, ovate acuminate in shape, 2-4 in. long, coarsely toothed, 
with nerves deeply impressed on the upper surface, prominent 
beneath. Upper surface and petiole more or less covered with 
coarse short hairs, under surface hairy on the nerves only.. The 
under surface between the nerves is deeply pockmarked with glan¬ 
dular pits. 

Inflorescence in congested, bracteate dichotomous cymes. 
Bracts, bracteoles, peduncle and pedicel, sparsely covered with 
coarse hairs. Calyx divided almost to the base into 5 lanceolate- 
acuminate lobes, dark red in colour, sparsely hairy, in. long. 
Corolla red, tubular, divided above into 5 lanceolate-obtuse lobes, 
1/3 —1/2 in. long. Stamens four with widely divaricate anthers; fila¬ 
ments arising from the base of the corolla. Ovary seated on a 
disk. At the insertion of the stamens towards the base of the 
corolla is a narrow ring of club-shaped yellow glands. There is 
another line of glandular rod-shaped hairs running down from the 
mouth towards tlir base. 

FlowersS .—Most part of the year. Does not set seed in this 
country. 

Distribution ,—Indigenous to Mexico ascending to 8,000 ft., now 
grown in gardens throughout the tropics. 

Gardening ,—A handsome erect plant with deep scarlet flowers 
borne in crowded bunches along the stem. Propagated by divi¬ 
sion of the root as cuttings are less successful. This species is 
also known as JR. multiflora Sims. 

[To be continued,) 
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BV 

D. G. Sevastopulo, f.r.b.s. 

Part XVI 

(Continued from Vol, 46, p. 269). 

HETEROCERA, 

Drepanidae, 

Callidrepana pairana Moore. 

Head black, bifid above. Body dark olive green, the lateral 
and subdorsal areas of the thoracic somites, all the 4th, and a lateral 
blotch on the 9th somite, black. 5th somite with'8^. olive tinged 
orange lateral spot. A lilac line at the base of the 3rd and ^ 
pfti^‘.of prolegs.. Thoracic somites .expanded.laterally into bind* 
lo^s: 5th to ^h somites with slight, double,' dorsal humps, iith 
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somite with a dorsal tubercle. Anal somite produced into n long 
process, anteriorly thin and hyaline, then thickened and grey, the 
junction of the two parts olive. Legs black. Prolegs grey, the 
anal pair absent. The surface of the body shining as if oiled. 
Resting attitude with the head and forepart of the body curvc<l 
along the posterior in a U and resembling a lump of wet snail ex¬ 
creta. 

Pupa formed on a pad of black silk spun on a leaf and with a 
few strands of black silk spun across the posterior somites. Shape 
short and stout, the thorax keeled and with a dorsal keel on the 
2nd to 4th abdominal somites. Colour bronzy black, a burnished 
blotch on each side of the thoracic keel. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 6-vi-44, pupated 9-vi-44 and a female emerged 
i7.vi-44. 

Psiloreta ohliqniUnea Hamps. 

Head purple black, divided above into two blunt points. Body 
blackish purple, a black lateral stripe on the thoracic somites, a 
black dorsal blotch on the 2nd and 3rd, a black dorsal line from 
3rd to 7th, and a black lateral stripe from sth to 9th somite, this 
latter straight below but coming to a point above on the 7th somite. 
3rd somite with a short, backward-curved, dorsal process, a double 
dorsal point on the 7th somite and a black dorsal tubercle on the 
iith. Anal somite produced backwards into a long, upeurved 
process with a white median ring. \>nter olive black. Legs olive 
black. Prolegs purple black with the body immediately above 
expanded into a short flange. Anal prolegs absent. 

Pupa in a thin cocoon in a rolled leaf. Dark chestnut brown, 
the 4tb to 6th abdominal somites tinged laterally and A'cntrally with 
yellow. The pro-thorax and the anterior half of the meso-lhorax 
covered with a white, mealy powder and with smaller lateral patches 
on the meta-thorax and ist abdominal somite. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 4-vi-44, spun 12-11-44 and a male emerged 
22-vi-44. 


Satiirniidae. 


Sarnia cynthia Drury. 

Hamps., Fauna Brit. Ind., Moths, i, 16. 1892. 

Seitz, Seitz Indo^Austr. Bombyces, x, 505. 1928. 

Ovum—Very pale buff, longitudinally striped with darker. 
Micropyle a dark spot. Barrel-shaped, the ova deposited on tl^eir 
sides. Laid in small batches. Hatched i2-vi-44. 

ist instar—Head black. Body yellowish. A black dorsal 
plate on the xst somite, and somite backwards with two trans¬ 
verse series of black dots on each somite and with a subdorsal^ 
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lateral and sublateral series of setiferous, black tubercles. Moulted 
i8-vi-44. 

and instar—Head black. Body yellow. Each somite with a 
dorsal, subdorsal and lateral series of two black spots. A black 
setiferous tubercle between each series of spots and an additional 
sublateral tubercle. legs and prolegs black. Moulted 23-vi*44. 

3rd instar—Head black. Body white with a dorsal, subdorsal 
and lateral series of two black spots on each somite, ist to loth 
.lonrrites each with a subdorsal and a lateral white, and a sublateral 
black, setiferous tubercle, nth somite with one dorsal and a later¬ 
al AVhite, and a sublateral black, setiferous tubercle. 12th somite 
with si transverse series of four, and 13th with two, white tubercles. 
Legs black, xlbdominal prolegs white banded with black. Anal 
claspers black. Moulted 29-vi-44. 

4th instar—Similar, but the head yellow with a black stripe 
on each side posteriorly and the legs and prolegs yellow. Moulted 
3 -vii- 44 . 

5th instar—Head greenisli yellow. Body very pale blue green 
covered with a white mealy powder. Tubercles as in previous 
instar but bluish in colour and the sublateral series with a black 
basal ring. The subdorsal and lateral tubercle on the ist somite 
very small. Spiracles black with a small black spot immediately 
behind in addition to the paired black spots of the previous instars. 
A series of two black streaks on each somite below the sublateral 
tubercles. Legs yellow with a black spot at the base. Abdominal 
prolegs pale blue with an oblique black line. Anal claspers and 
flap yellw outlined with blue. 12th somite yellow dotted with 
black. Spun io-vii-44. 

The larvae are gregarious for the first two instars but separate 
in the third. A few larvae had a 6th instar, similar to the 5th 
except that the subdorsal tubercles on the 2nd to loth and the dor¬ 
sal one on the iith somite were pale pink instead of blue. 

Cocoon of tough, yellow-brown silk, the Eri silk of commerce, 
toughly spindle shaped, frequently spun in a leaf with the leaf¬ 
stalk covered with silk attaching it to the twig. Pupa pale chestnut 
brown, the thorax and abdomen darker on the dorsum. Abdo¬ 
minal somites contracted. Antenna sheath very large in the male 
pupae. Wing cases with the hind-wing projecting considerably 
beyond the forewing. A male emerged 4-viii-44. 

Pood-plant —Lagerstroemia indica L. I have also reared it on 
ktcinus commiutis in Calcutta. 

Described from larvae bred from ova found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District). 

Hampson*s description is ‘Lar\’^a pale green or whitish, with 
one dorsal and two lateral pairs of darker spines. Cocoon pale 
brown/ Seitz describes the ovum as being white, slightly black- 
dotted, and states that the ‘young larva is darker, then lighter 
yellow, yellowish gffee'n, and at last bluish gr^n, all over covered 
with fine black ilots, and with a dense white bloom on it,..it 
also exhibits brt each segment 6 conifornr points.* 
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Sphingidab. 

Acosmeryx naf^a Moore. , 

Mell, BioL n. System, der Sudehin. Sphing., 225, p>). xViii^ figs* 
5, 6, pi. xxvii, fig. 13. 1922. 

Seitz, Seitz Indo-Austr. Bombyces, x, 550. 1.929^ ; 

Bell & Scott, Fauna Brit. Ind., ^oths, v, 292, pi. iv, figs, i, 
2, pi. xiv, fig. 14. 1937. 

Penultimate instar—Head green, a central paler green stripe 
and a lateral yellowish stripe, which joins the subdorsal body stripe. 
Body green heavily speckled with yellow along the secondary seg¬ 
mental rings. A subdorsal yellowish stripe on the ist to 3rd 
somites, which becomes lateral on the 4th somite and continues 
to the base of the horn, the colour of the stripe from the 5th somite 
backwards being white shading into dc^p pink above. A spirac- 
ular series of oblique yellow stripes. 4th somite. expanded sub- 
laterally into a slight lobe, the lobe yellowish edged with dark 
brown below. The spiracle on the 4th somite set in a black ring. 
Legs purple, the base black. Venter and prolegs green. Horn 
purplish at base grading into yellow at the apex, and covered with 
minute black tubercles, long and slightly upeurved. 

Final instar—Very similar. Spiracles black with an orange 
pink rim. Legs dark brown. . Horn shorter, down-7-curved, purple 
and tuberculate. 

Pupa in a slight web amongst litter. Dark purple-btown, 
the lateral and ventral areas blotched and mottled'w’rfh yellolvish- 
buff and with a yellowish-buff crescent in front of the ey6. 'The 
front edges of the abdominal somites punctate. Rear edge of the 
7th abdominal somite strongly undercut, so that the succeeding 
segment appears much inset. 8th, and succeeding, abdominal so¬ 
mites deeply pitted. Cremaster black, a bulb ending in a stout 
spike with' bifid tip. Spiracles black. 

Food-plant—Virginia Creeper. r 

Described from a larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Darjeeling 
District) i3-vi-44, pupated 26-vi-44 and a male emerged 29-vii-44. 

Seitz’ description is ‘Larva very similar to that of Ampelophaga, 
dark green with a yellow subdorsal stripe and lighter or darker 
green, hardly noticeable oblique stripes below it. The 4 ,first rings 
are defined on the dorsum in the shape of a thoracal sjiiold which 
is bordered by yellow and behind it by red-J>rown. The horn of 
the grown-up. insect is small, gi‘een, curved below. On, '/^ctinidia 
julvicoma, perhaps also on vine.’ Bell & Scott give an excellent 
figure, except that the horn is shewn as a pale blue, in spit^ of 
the detailed description stating that it is purple* - They also men¬ 
tion the occurrence of brown form, but I have' not bred it. 

. Jthagastis albamarginaius Roths., albomarginatus. ' 

Manson, Joum. Bomb, Nat, Hist, Soc,, xxvii, 753. 1921. 

Seitz, Smz Indo-Anstr, Bombyces, x, -569. 1929. 

Scott, Journ; Bomb, Nat, Hist. Soc*, xxxv, pi. ii, fig, 7. 1931. 

Bdl & Scott, FoMfia Brit. Ind., Moths, v, 479, pi, vii, £^s. 1-3, 

pi XV, fig. II. X937* 
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Penultimate instar—Head blue. Body green* dotted with white 
along the secondary segmehtsd rings. A dark blue-green dorsal 
line and a white subdorsal stripe on the thoracic somites and a 
series of oblique, white, lateral stripes on the abdominal, the last 
stripe not reaching the base of the horn. 4th somite with a pro¬ 
tuberant ocellus, the pu^ll blue speckled with darker blue, the iris 
white and the whole rintmed with dark blue. Horn dark grey 
blue, down-curved, slightly compressed from side to side, tapering 
gradually from base and finally expanded into a knob and with a 
double row of black points along it. Legs, prolegs and anal flap 
greenish blue. Venter bluer green. 

Final instar—Similar. The head more tinged with green. 
The ocellus with the pupil dark blue ringed with paler. Spiracles 
white. There is a considerable difference in the shade of green, 
some larvae being much more tinged with blue than others. 

Pupa in a slight web among litter. Colour pale brown, the 
head, thorax and wing cases tinged with olive. An interrupted 
black ventral line on the abdominal somites, and a fuscous latcro- 
ventral and dorsal stripe. Some fuscous shading on the spiracular 
area. Cremaster triangular, hollowed out below, and ending in 
two stout spines with bifid tips, and with two dorso-lateral black 
spines above. Tongue case projecting slightly ventrally. Legs 
and wing cases along the veins, with small raised points. 

Food-plant—Cultivated Hydrangea (Saxifragaceac) and on an 
unidentified wild plant of the same order. 

Described from a larv^a found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Darjeeling 
District) 22-vi-44, pupated i-vii-44 and a male emerged 23-vii-44. 

Seitz’ description is as follows:—‘Larva grey, sham-eye on the 
4th ring not so large as in the other larvae known of Rhagastis. 
On the sides very thick and long white oblique stripes, the last 
of which begins at the horn and extends to the last prolegs. The 
horn itself is slightly flawed and with an insignificant swelling* 
above the base. On Dichroa febrifuga or Hydrangea and other 
plants*’ He thus omits to mention the most distinctive feature of 
the larva, the marked protuberance of the ocelli on the 4th' somite. 

Rhagastis olivacea Moore. 

Mell^ BioL u. SyiUm: der Sudehin. Sphing\, 324, pi, xii. figs. 
pJ- xix, figs. 29, 30. 1922. 

Seitz, Seits Indo-Austr, Bombyces^ x, 569, 1939. ' 

Bell & Scott, Fauna Brit^ Ind., Moths, v, 476, pi. vi, figs. 17, 
18, pi. XV, fig. 7. 1937; 

Ovum—Milky white tinged with green, ovoid. Laid singly on 
the underside of leaves of the food-plant. Hatched 28-V-44. 

I St instar—^Whitfeh green, unmarked. After feeding becomes 
darker and, in the case of larvae feeding on purple leaved balsam, 
tinged with purplish. Horn long and straight, black, the extreme 
base orange, the lip bifid. Moulted x-vi-44. 

and instar—Very similar tq previous instar^ .Thoracic somites 
tapered and 4th somite somev^bat swollen. 4th. somite, with, 
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indistinct subdorsAl ocellus consistingf <>i a yellowish ring endos- 
ing a bluish pupil. Traces of oblique white lateral Stripes. Moulted 
5 -vi- 44 - 

3rd instar—Similar to preceding with the markings all more 
defined. The ocellus with the pupil from front to rear a quarter 
blackish blue, a quarter dark blue and half blue-green^ surrouisded 
by a ring, white anteriorly and yellow posteriorly, edged with 
black. The secondary segmental rings speckled with white. Horn 
stouter, straight, purplish and tuberculate. Moulted 9-vi-44. 

4th instar—Head green. Body yellow green speckled witli yel¬ 
low along the secondary segmental divisions. A dark dorsal line, 
and a white subdorsal stripe on the thoracic somites. A series of 
oblique white lateral stripes edged above with darker green from 
4th somite backwards, the last stripe joining the base of the horn. 
The ocellus on the 4th somite with the posterior half of the pupil 
bright green containing two white dots, the anterior half very dark 
blue in frOnt shading into bright blue behind, the surrounding ring 
white anteriorly and yellow posteriorly and edged with an indigo 
line. Horn deep yellow, stout, the apex pointed, minutely tiiber- 
culate. Legs, prolegs and venter green. Spiracles cream. Moult¬ 
ed i3-vi-44. 

Final instar—Green form very similar to previous instar. The 
horn medium in length, slightly down-curved and purple-brOwn in 
colour. The brown form with the markings similar to the green 
form but with the ground colour a rich tobacco brown, speckled 
with white along; the secondary segmental divisions. The ocellus 
witH- vthe pupil very dark olive, almost black. The lateral areas 
suffused with lilac. Horn olive brown. Pupated 25-vi-44. 

Pupa in a slight cocoon amongst litter. Head, thorax and wing 
cases dark chocolate brown. Alxlomen with tlie lateral area dark 
chocolate, the venter and dorsum paler browm streaked and 
speckled with darker. A dark dorsal stripe. Intersegmental areas 
olive green. Proboscis sheath projecting slightly frontally and 
ventrally, rounded* Leg sheaths with small raised points. Crem¬ 
aster excavate below and ending in two forked spines. A female 
^merged i7-vii-44. 

Food-plant —Impaiiens spp. Bell & Scott add Vitis and Aroid- 
eae. 

Described from larvae bred from ova found at Tukdah (5,06b ft, 
Darjeeling District). 

Seite’ description is as follows:—‘Larva leaf green, with a large 
yellow-edged sham-eye on the 4th ring; from this eye to the head 
a yellow longitudinal line. In the sides white oblique stripes 
alternating with green triangles.’ 

Notodontidak. . 

Somera vitidijujea Wlk. , ' 

Head ^eyish white, the clypeus filled in with pale olive 4 fhd 
with a pale olive streak on either side not’ i^daChfng the vertejt.; Ah 
^verted J-shaped black laferal streak, whlck joins the subdorsal 
b^y'stripe,‘ wTtK the ffonf filled in With lavender end with a shOtt 
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cherry coloured bar below. Body with the dorsum yellow-green 
bounded by a white stripe and with a double yellow dorsal line. 
The white siibdorsal stripe shading* into yellow on the ist somite, 
edged above with black on the 2nd, with a large cherry-red spot 
in it on the 7th, in some examples with smaller cherr}'-red spots 
on the 3rd, sth, 6th and 8th somites, and edged above with purp¬ 
lish shading into black posteriorly on the 12th and 13th somites, 
the anterior and posterior portion on all somites tinged with 
yellows The area below the subdorsal stripe green. Spiracles 
cream, edged behind with black and with a white spot a1x)ve and 
to the rear. Venter, legs and prolegs bluer green. 

Pupa subterranean. Dark purj^e brown and ver\’ shiny. Apex 
of abdomen blunt and armed with two fine spines. Wing cases 
short. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 2i-vi-44, buried 22-vi-44 and a female cmergt‘(l 
3-vii-44- 


Noctuidae. 


Acronicia indica Moore. 

Sevastopulo, Joitrti. Bomb. Nal. Hist. Soc», xlii, 755. 1941. 

Examination of further larvae found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) in May 1944 has revealed a small error in the 
above quoted description. The triple subdorsal tuft of black hair 
is plac^ on the 4th somite, not on the 3rd as originally stated. 

Food-plant—Also on Rose, Sahia sp., Melastoma normale Don. 

Motna champa Moore. 

Gardner, Indian Forest Records, vi, 265. 1941. 

Head olive brown. Body dark slate blue, a dorsal and sub- 
dorsal terra-cotta line, the area between from 4th to loth somite 
speckled with white. Each somite laterally with an anterior 
oblique terra-cotta stripe and a posterior erect one. A subdorsal 
series of tubercles each bearing a few long dark hairs, the tubercles 
on the 2nd and nth somites much larger, the former clothed with 
golden brown, the latter with dark brown pubescence. An inter¬ 
rupted white sublateral stripe with a fringe of snow white hair, 
ist somite with a lateral tubercle with a pencil of long white hairs. 
Spiracles white. Venter blackish with a median purple stripe. 
Legs blackish. Prolegs pink. 

4 Cocoon of whitish silk and spun among leaves. Pupa shining, 
dark red-brown, the intersegmental areas olive. A pale yellow- 
brown central spot on the head. 

Food-plant—Rose. Gardner gives. Pyrus cotnmitnis and Prun- 
us communis. 

Described from a full fed larva fo.und at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Dar|eeling District) 4-vi-44, spun ii-vi-44 and a male emerged 
28-vi-44, 

This 4 arva differs considerably from fhe figure of that of Moma 
Urdifica L., given by Hampsoii (1913^ Cat. tep. Pfiah, xiii, ^36),' 
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which shews a larva with long'ish subdorsal tufts of hair and the 
fore- and hind-part raised. My larvae all rested gripping with the 
true legs, abdominal prolegs and anal claspers. 

Folia (Hadena) consanguis Guen. 

Head brownish olive, minutely reticulated with darker, and with 
a dark stripe outlining the median suture and clypeus. Body 
blackish grey, traces of a darker dorsal line and a paler subdorsal 
stripe, edged below with an interrupted black line. A pinktsh-buif 
sublateral stripe, between which and the subdorsal stripe there are 
three indistinct dark-edged paler lines. Spiracles black. Venter, 
legs and prolegs blackish grey. 

Pupa subterranean in a slight earthen cocoon. Chestnut brown, 
the abdominal somites with the anterior edge darker and punctate. 
Wing, cases paler. Cremaster a double, drvergent spine. 

F ood-plant—Grasses. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (s,ooo ft. 
Darjeeling District) 29-V-44, buried 4-vi-44 and a female emerged 
24-vi-44. 

Tiracola plagiata Wlk. 

Moore, Lep. CeyL, iii, 34, pi. 148, fig. la. 1884-7. 

Hamps., Fauna Brit, Ind,, Moths, ii, 283. 1894. 

Hamps., CaL Lep. PhaL, v, 259. 1905. 

Warren, Seits Indo-Austr. Noctuidae, xi, 74. 1913. 

Head red brown, darker frontally. Body black, minutely 
streaked and speckled with grey and with the dorsal area tinged 
with olive. A black dorsal line, most distinct on the thoracic 
somites. A very pale greenish-yellow lateral blotch on the 4th to 
6th and loth to nth somites, in some examples with traces of a 
cream lateral stripe between. A few colourless hairs arising from 
minute warts, a dorsal pair on the 4th, 5th and 6th somite rather 
larger than the others, nth somite humped and with two large 
dorsal warts. Legs red brown ringed with black. Venter and 
prolegs dark olive tinged with reddish. At the beginning of the 
instar the ground colour is distinctly black, as the instar progresses 
it becomes more and, more tinged with olive. 

Pupa subterranean in a slight earthen cocoon. Dark chestnut 
brown, a dorsal line and the intersegmental areas darker. Crem¬ 
aster a fan of four stout spines, with two more slender spines 
above. 

Food-plant—Polyphagous, eating a large number of unidentified 
low plants and shrubs. All previously published descriptions give 
Emilia as the food-plant. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 4-vi-44,' buried io-vi-44 and a female emerged 

3 -vii- 44 . . 

All published descriptions seem to be based on Moore’s which 
is as follows:—‘Larva dull violet-brown; with a few fine dorsal 
hairs, a few scattered grey dots, and a sublateral pale olivaceous 
banc] from fourth segment; head small; head and legs violet grey; 
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twelfth segment conical. Pupa dark red.’ The figure is most 
unlife-like and shews a dark purple larva with a sublateral pale 
olive stripe edged above by a white line from the 4th somite back¬ 
wards, and with a brown head and legs. 

Conservula indica Moore. 

Head pale brown, reticulated with darker. Body golden brown 
minutely speckled with darker. An orange dorsal stripe, a dorsal 
series of darker brown V-shaped marks, and a subdorsal series of 
slightly oblique orange stripes. A white spiracular line, edged 
below narrowly with orange. Spiracles white ringed with dark 
brown. Venter and prolegs golden brown. Legs pinkish. 

Pupa subterranean in a cocoon of brownish silk covered with 
earth. Bright chestnut brown, shining. Cremaster two stout, 
outwardly curved, spines with some smaller spines^ ventraHy. 

F ood->p1an t—Bracken. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah {5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 22-V-44, buried 28-V-44 and a male emerged 
2i-vi-44. 

Warren (1913, Seitz Indo-Austr. NocUiidae, xi, 155) describes 
the larva of the closely allied C. v-brunnewn Guen. as spinning up 
in a slight cocoon among the fronds. My larvae quite definitely 
buried. 

Callyna contracta Warr. ' 

Head black, edged behind with yellow. Body black, ist 
somite with a subdursal yellow streak joining a transverse yellow 
stripe and subkiteral yellow speckling. 2nd somite with tw^o 
transverse yellow stripes which join on the lateral area, and sub¬ 
lateral yellow reticulations. 3rd somite with a transverse yellow 
line anteriorly, 4th somite with two white taransverse stripes with 
a white line, with two streaks behind it, tetween them. 5th to 
7th somites each with two transverse white strips with two streaks 
l^etween them. 8th somite with' the two transverse ^tripes only, 
9th somite backwards transversely striped with yellow, three stripes 
per somite. A yellow lateral line, with white and yellow streaks 
above it. Venter black, minutely streaked transversely with yellow 
and whitish. Legs black. Prolegs yellow with a black central 
streak. A few longish colourless hairs. 

Pupa subterranean in a tough cocoon covered with earth. 
Mabogany brown, tbc venter paler. Thorax with a slight dorsal 
ridge. Cuticle punctate. Cremaster a double outcurved spine, 
with shorter straight spines below. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 25-v«44, buried 28-V-44 and a female emerged 
27-vi.44. 


CUihtophora virida Heyl. 

Pupa in' long spindle-shaped cocoon of pore white,^ tough, 
papery srUc,* loi^itudinally wrinkled, - Pale green, a broad,' dark 
brown, dorsal stripe on thorax and abdomen. Apex of the abdom- 
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en blunt- Both the cocoon and pupa are very Lasiocampid-like in 
appearance, the cocoon could quite easily pass for that of a Cosmot-- 
riche but for lack of the protruding larval hairs. 

Described from a cocoon found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. Darjeeling 
District) 15-V-44, from which a female emerged 29-V-44. 

Sypna curvilinea Moore. 

Head yellow green. Body yellow green, minutely dotted with 
reddish, and with a white dorsal stripe tinged with purplish on the 
12th somite. Skin between the head and first somite black but 
only visible when the head is extended. 1st somite with two trans¬ 
verse series of white dots, and and 3rd somites with a transverse 
series of four white dots. 4th with two subdorsal and a lateral, 
and a larger subdorsal dot between it and the 5th somite. 5th to 
9th somites each with two subdorsal, two lateral and two sublateral 
white dots. loth with two subdorsal and three lateral, iith with 
two subdorsal and one lateral. Venter green with a double w'hitish 
stripe. Legs pinkish. Prolegs orange, the first pair much red¬ 
uced. Spiracles reddish with a white centre. 

Pupa in a spun together leaf. Very dark brown, almost black, 
the wing-cases and intersegmcntal areas paler. Cremaster a bunch 
of hooked spines. 

Food-plant —Ruhus sp. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 18-V.44, spun 22-y-44 and a male emerged 
i 3 -vi- 44 . 

Adris tyrafmus Guen. 

Head olive black. Body purple-black with a dull purple-pink 
subdorsal stripe, paler at the edges and darker centrally, and a 
similar lateral stripe, most marked on the thoracic somites and 
interrupted by the ocelli and lateral markings on the 9th and loth 
somites, ist somite with two bright blue dots at the base of the 
leg, two sublateral yellow dots, the anterior one with a blue dot 
atove it, and a lateral blue dot. 2nd somite with an anterior 
transverse series of six and a posterior series of eight blue dots, 
one at the base of the leg* and a sublateral, yellow, open ring. 3rd 
somite similar but with the yellow ring replaced by a yellow streak. 
4th somite with a subdorsal triangle of three blue dots, a large 
yellow lateral spot, a sublateral triangle of three blue dots, with 
an irregular yellow spot beloW and tWh* blue dots below that. 
Sth and 6th somites each with an anterior and a posterior sub- 
^rsal blue dot, a large lateral ocellus consisting of a black pupil 
containing a blue crescent below, surrounded by a ring, wkle and 
cream anteriorly and harrow and brange’behind; a sublateral triangle 
of three blue dots with a few minute yellow streaks and two more 
blue dots below. 7th and Sth somites each with a subdorsal triangle 
of three blue dots, rather paler than the others, with a yellow 
streak between the basal pair, four sublateral blue dots wil^ a 
re^Qulated yellow marking and one blue dot at the base of the 
prble^. ^h somite similar but the yellow reticulations extending 
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over the lateral and sublateral area, enclosing tlie blue dots and 
speckled with black, loth somite with a subdorsal yellow streak 
joined to the patch on the 9th somite, a subdorsal triangle of three 
blue dots and two slightly larger lateral and two sublateral blue 
dots with yellow streaks between, iith somite humped, the top 
of the hump crimson, with four blue dots and a yellow blotch at 
the side, an anterior subdorsal, three lateral and two subdorsal 
blue dots. X2th somite with a double dorsal blue dot, a lateral 
triangle of three and a sublateral pair, with an elongate yellow ring 
between, and a cream mark posteriorly extending to the side of the 
anal flap. Venter, legs and prolegs black, the first pair of prolegs 
aborted. 

Pupa in a slight cocoon spun between leaves. Very dark 
mahogany brown, the cuticle minutely punctate but shining, the 
wing-cases rugose. Apex of the abdomen longitudinally wrinkled. 
Cremaster a bunch of h(K>ked spines. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 18-V-44, spun 26-V-44 and a male emerged 

i4-vi-44. 


Pliisiodoiita coclotiota Koll. 

Moore, I^p. CeyL, iii, 75, pi. 153, fig. la. 1884-87. 

Hamps., Fauna Brit. Ind., Moths, ii, 578. 1894. 

Voting larva—Head deep yellow. Ground colour of body 
greenish grey, 1st somite wdth a black subdorsal spot, 2nd and 3rd 
each with a black lateral spot, 4th to 12th somites each with a 
black subdorsal spot. Legs and prolegs pale grey, the first two 
pairs of prolcgs obsolete. 

Full grown larva—Head orange. Body blackish. 4th somite 
backwards streaked and speckled w’ith greyish blue. 4th somite 
with a lateral white spot, 5th with white reticulations dorsally, ytb 
somite with the dorsal area grey, the rest whitish, iith somite 
with a white lateral blotch. 

Cocoon of whitish silk covered with fragments of cliewed leaf, 
shuttle-shaped. Pupa dark purple brown. The cremaster a broad 
transverse ridge wuth a slight point at each end. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) X4-vi-44, spun i5-vi-44 and a male emerged 
i-vii-44. 

Moore’s description is ‘Lar\a with twelve legs; violet-black, 
with grey speckles and streaks; a purplish patch on eighth and 
twelfth segment; head reddish. Pupa narrow, purplish-black, en¬ 
closed within an elongated purplish-grey streaked cocoon. Feeds 
on Cpcculus macrocarpus.^ The figure shews a grey-speckled 
blackish lan^a with large white patches. Hampson’s description is 
as fpllows:—* Purplish black with grey specks and streaks; the 7 th 
and xith somites with pinkish patches; head reddish*. 

Dlchromia quadralis Wlk. 

Head yellow, two transverse series of eight black dots above 
the jaws, above which is a I^ger central spot, and then two further 
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series of four ^od two. Body dull green, a blackish dorsal and 
lateral stripe, the latter edged above and below with yellowish. T^e 
4tfa to'6th and nth somites banded transversely with bladcish« xst 
somite with two transverse series of six black dots, and and 3rd 
each with four and a sublateral triangle of three. 4th to nth som¬ 
ite with an anterior and posterior subdorsal black dot and a 
sublateral triangle of three. 12th somite with an anterior 
subdorsal dot and a posterior transverse- series of six. Anal flap 
with two anterior and six posterior black dots. All the black dots 
giving rise to-colourless hairs. Legs black. Prolegs green, the 
first pair obsolete, with a black spot at base and an external black 
streak. Anal claspers yellowish dotted with black. Venter green 
with transverse series of black dots. 

Pupa in a spun together leaf. Pale chestnut brown. Head 
with a median black spot, a bar on the eye and a spot above il. 
Pro-thorax with a subdorsal black spot. Meso-thorax with a sub¬ 
dorsal black lunule, a lateral streak and a sublateral spot. Meta¬ 
thorax and abdomen with black transverse bands. Leg and wing 
cases streaked with black. Cremaster a bunch of hooked spines. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 8-vi-44, pupated n-vi-44 and a male emerged 
23-vi-44. 


Geometridae. 

Dindica polyphaenaria Guen. 

Head green, rectangular and slightly notched abov'i;; Body 
leaf green minutely shagreened with white points. A subdorsal 
whitish-yellow line and a lateral white line from the base of the 
third pair of legs backwards. Very obscure oblique white lines 
between the subdorsal and lateral lines. A narrow yellowish vent¬ 
ral stripe with a series of oblique yellow lines between it and the 
lateral line, ist and 2nd pairs of legs green, the 3rd pair pink 
with the base dark brown. Prolegs green. Anal flap produced 
into .a blunt point. Spiracles dark red. 

Pupa in a spun together leaf. Dull olive brown, the wing cases 
greener. Head and prothorax each with a small double dorsal 
tubercle. A lateral pit between the 4th. and 5th abdominal somites. 
Cremaster a stout spine. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 24-vi-44, spun 28-vi-44 and a female emerged 
io-vii-44. *: .. 

lodis atgutaria Wlk. 

Head green, bifid above, the points purplish. green, 

suffused on the dorsum With purple, the suffusion most pronpuno^, 
on the intersegmental divisions! Shape vbry long and slender, the 
anal flap produced to a point. , . ■ * r ■ 

Pupa in a sl^ht web among leaves. Bright l^f green,, the 
dorstun sl^btily darker. Head truhcate."' ... . 

■ Po^-plarili 4 R«fiMr sp. ' • • = . . ■ 
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Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft 
Darjeeling District) 22-V-44, spun 27-V-44 and a female erherged 
io-vi-44. 

Osteosema sanguiUneata Moore. 

Head greenish, rounded. Body curiously knobbed giving the 
impression of a catkin covered with small galls, ist somite with a 
transverse series of six very small knobs anteriorly and a larger 
subdprsal and lateral knob posteriorly. 2nd somite with a double 
dorsal, a very large subdorsal and a lateral knob. 3rd somite 
similar. 4th with three small dorsal knobs, one anterior and two 
posterior, a very large subdorsal, a lateral and a sublateral. 5th 
to 8tli with a divided dorsal knob anteriorly and a double one 
posteriorly, a large subdorsal, a lateral and a sublateral. 9th and 
loth with a small paired dorsal knob, a large lateral and a sub¬ 
lateral. iith somite with a transverse series of four large knobs. 
Colour greenish, the knobs, particularly the large ones, more or 
less tinged with purplish. Traces of a dark dorsal, lateral and 
ventral line. Legs and prolegs greenish. 

Pupa in a leaf spun together with thick strands of brown silk. 
Head truncate, shape fairly stout. Colour green, the wing cases 
darker. A dorsal series of minute purple specks on the abdomen 
and a lateral series of small raised purple spots. The veins of the 
wing cases raised. 

Food-plant —Maesa chisia Don. 

Described frt)m a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 2-V-44, pupated 14-V-44 and a female emerged 
3-vi-44. 


Cidaria delecta Btlr. 

Head yellow green surrounded by a brownish ring. Body 
green, a blackish dorsal and a white subdorsal line, the latter with 
two black specks above it on each somite from 4th to 8th. A dif¬ 
fused pinkish sublateral stripe. Venter with a blackish median 
line and transverse series of white specks. Legs green, the 3rd 
pair tinged with pink. Prolegs green tinged with pink. Those 
larvae that feed on creeper with pink leaves are suffused with pink, 
the dorsum from ist to 9th somite less than the rest of the body. 

Pupa in a spun together leaf. Yellow green, minutely streaked 
with blackish and suffused with golden. A blackish dorsal and 
ventral line and a dark V outlining the meso-thorax. A subdorsal 
series, of l)lack dots. 

Food-plant—^Virginia Creeper. 

.^Diesqribed from a full fed larva found at Tukdah {5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 8-vi-44, spun i3-vi-44 and a male emerged 

3S.yi,.44. 

Cidaria aurigena Btlr. 

Head green, with a black-brown central line. Body transparent 
blue^reeh, a dark pulsating'line and a dark line.which 
appears subdorsal when seen from above and lateral when sej^n 
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frpm the side, A white spiracular line. Venter transparent green 
with a dark median stripe due to the contents of the intestines 
shewing through. Legs and prolegs green. Shape tapered from 
head to anal somite. 

Pupa in a spun together leaf. Pale green, the thorax and wing 
cases a transparent, glassv green. Cremaster a spike armed with 
hooked brown spines. 

Food-plant —Impaiiem sp. 

Described from a full fed larva* found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 28-V-44, spun i-vi-44 and a female emerged 
i2-vi-44. 


Cidaria siiaceata Schill*. 

Head yellow green. Body purple, each somite with a median 
and posterior transverse series of minute white specks on the dorsum 
and venter. A dark lateral line edged below with paler. Venter 
with a median whitish line. Legs yellowish green. Anal claspers 
with an anterior white stripe, posteriorly tinged with greenish. 
Anal flap purplish tinged with green. 

Pupa in a spun up leaf. Green, the dorsum on the abdomen 
tinged with pink and with a sprinkling of ininute black specks. 
Venter with a black streak. Cremaster pink, triangular, ending 
in a bunch of hooked spines. 

Food-plant —Impatiens sp. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 18-V-44, spun 24-V-44 and a male emerged 
7 -vi- 44 . 

Photoscotosia miniosata Wlk. 

Sevastopulo, Journ, Bomb, Nat, Hist,, xl, 691. 1939* 

Among a number of normal larvae collected at Tukdah, one had 
the green colour replaced by golden brown, the dorsal markings 
almost obsolete. 

Usual mode of pupation is in a subterranean cocoon, not in a 
spun up leaf as previously described. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft, 
Darjeeling District) 20-V-44, pupated ^3-v-44 and a male emerged 

7 -vi- 44 . 


Phthonoloha decussata Moore. 

Head very slightly bifid, the prominences blunt. Colour of head 
and body a clear orange pink, the intersegmental areas darker and 
with traces of a dark dorsal line. Venter whitish. Legs and 
prokgs pale orange pink. Anal claspers each with a backward 
pointing tooth. 

Pupa in a slight web among litter. Bright, pale, orange brown, 
the wing cases tinged with green. 

Food-plant—Rose. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 3o-iv-44, pupated S-v-44 and a female emerged 
19-V-44. 
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Callabraxas atnanda Btlr. 

Head green, suffused with pale mauve and minutely speckled 
with black. Body mauve, minutely speckled with white, the dorsal 
area increasingly suffused with green from the 7th somite back¬ 
wards, the lateral area from the 7th somite backwards yellow 
^reen. Venter green from the 9th somite backwards, 2nd and 
3rd somites each, with four black dots arranged in a- diamond 
dorsally, 4th to 7th with three and 8th somite with two only, but 
larger. Prolegs green. Legs mauve. 

Pupa in a spun together leaf. Pale yellowish green, the wing 
cases yellow. Pro- and meso-thorax each with two transverse 
series of minute black specks. 2nd to 6th abdominal somites with 
an interrupted black dorsal stripe. The subdorsal area with two 
lines of black dots. A double lateral series of black streaks and 
dots. An interrupted black ventral stripe on the 5th and 6th ab¬ 
dominal somites. Cremaster and terminal somite black, cremaster 
a stout spike ending in a double reddish spine. 

Food-plant—^An unidentified plant belonging to the Saxifraga- 
ceae. 

Descibed from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 26-V-44, spun 4-vi-44 and a female emerged 

24-vi-44, 


Peratophyga aerata Moore. 

Head brown, some examples with a broad, blackish, central 
stripe. Body blackish, some examples tinged with green. A sub¬ 
dorsal line of white dots on 1st to 3rd and 9th to 12th somites, 5th 
and 6th somites with a white subdorsal spot anteriorly. A buff 
lateral stripe from 5th to 8th somite. Venter blackish with a dotted 
white central line. Legs black. Prolegs buff. Shape short and 
stout. 

Pupa in a slight cocoon among litter, possibly subterranean in 
nature. Dark reddish brown, the thorax and wing cases dark olive. 
6th and 7ih abdominal somites with a transverse raised ridge. 
Cremaster a stout spine. 

Food-plant —Hypericum sp. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) i6-vi-44, pupated i8-vi44 and a male emerged 
i-vii-44. 

Eurytaphria bisitmaia Hamps. 

Head small, green with a blackish V-shaped mark. Body 
green, the intersegmental areas silvery, with a dark dorsal stripe 
tinged with purple on the thoracic and posterior somites. 2nd and 
3rd somites each with a dark crimson lateral speck. 51^^ 
somites each with a double sublateral dark crimson speck. Legs, 
prolegs and venter green. Spiracles set on black spots. 

Pupa in a slight earthen cocoon. Pale chestnut, tinged with 
olive. The wing cases olive green. Cremaster a short, bifid-tipjKid 
spine. 

2 
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Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft^ 
Darjeeling District) io-v-44, buried 15-V-44 and a female emerged 

27-v^44. 


Ectropis (Boarmia) bhurmitra Wlk. 

Head triangular, flattened above, pale brown with a darker 
lateral line. Body dark brown, ist to 4th somites with a darker 
subdorsal line, sth somite with a darker dorsal V-shaped mark 
with a pale buff streak in front of each arm, 7th somite with a 
darker subdorsal line, edged below with paler. A pale diamond- 
shaped dorsal blotch on the Sth somite, nth somite slightly humped 
and with a double, dorsal tubercle, a subdorsal pale mark ending 
at each tubercle with a very dark brown bar below. A pale streak 
along the abdominal proleg. Venter dark brown with a whitish 
median line. Legs dark brown. Shape fairly short and stout. 

Pupa subterranean without any perceptible cocoon. Dark red¬ 
dish chestnut, the wing cases olive. Cremaster a stout spike 
ending in two spines. 

Food-plant —Maesa chisia Don., Symplocos sp., Melasionia 
nomiale Don. and a number of unidentified shrubs. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (s,ooo ft. 
Darjeeling District) 14-V-44, buried 15-V-44 and a female emerged 
4-vi-44. 


Psyra spurcataria Wlk. 

Head olive brown. Body olive brown, blotched and mottled 
with darker. Dorsal area of the ist to 4th somites greenish witli 
a dark median stripe. 5th and 6th somites dorsally bright chestnut 
speckled with canary yellow, the anterior edge of this area deflned 
by a brown V-shaped mark with the apex directed forward. 7th 
somite with a greenish yellow triangular dorsal mark, the posterior 
portion of the somite dark brown, which continues as a narrowing 
dark brown dorsal stripe on the Sth and 9th somites after which 
it divides and runs to the anterior edge of the anal clasper. Venter 
tinged with greenish. Legs and prolegs olive brown. There is 
considerable variation in colour, some examples having the ground 
colour distinctly olive green and the dorsal marking on the 5th 
and 6th somites bright yellow green speckled with red brown, the 
dorsal mark on the 7th somite yellow green. One larva, which 
unfortunately was parasitised and so I cannot be absolutely sure 
of its identity, had the ground colour dull grey and the dorsal 
markings obsolete with the exception of a V on the 5th somite 
composed of brown-ringed white dots and traces of a similar V on 
the 6th somite. Shape peculiar and distinctive, the sth somite 
anteriorly with a very short dorsal tooth, 6th somite with a long 
dorsal process bifid for the greater part of its length, and 7th 
somite with a short subdorsal tooth. Resting attitude with the 
head and first two somites folded back along the dorsum, the and 
pair of legs l^olding, the support and the 3rd pair the body near the 
abdominal prolegs, and the body humped so that the head is tucked 
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up against the dorsal tooth on the sth somite and the process on 
the 6th somite stands erect. 

Pupa in a slight cocoon among leaves, possibly amongst litter 
in nature. Very dark olive brown, almost black, the intersegmental 
areas paler. Wing cases with the veins raised. Cremaster a stout 
spin, the apex bifid. 

Food-plant—Rose and a number of unidentified shrubs. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) Z5-V-44, spun 21-V-44 and a female emerged 
8-vi-44. 

F'ascellina plagiata Wlk. 

Head purple brown, slightly bifid above, ist and 2nd somites 
dark chestnut, slightly paler laterally. 3rd and 4th somites dark 
chestnut dorsally with a subdorsal lilac line, olive brown laterally 
and paler chestnut sublaterally. 5th somite olive brown, a sub¬ 
dorsal lilac line, the sublateral area pale chestnut, and with a bright 
orange-brown dorsal projection with the tip bifid. 6th somite with 
the dorsal area lilac speckled with olive, shading through olive 
into pale chestnut sublaterally, and with a similar dorsal projection. 
7tli somite chestnut dorsally with a lilac dorsal stripe posteriorly, 
the subdorsal and lateral areas dark purple brown with a white 
sublateral spot. Sth somite with a heart-shaped yellow dorsal mark, 
two white subdorsal specks and a white sublateral dot. Sth to 12th 
somites with a broad chestnut dorsal stripe, the lateral area lilac. 
V'enter dark chestnut on ist to 4th somites and dark olive brown 
thereafter, a blackish median line on the ist to Sth somites and 
white on 9th somite backwards. Legs black. Prolegs lilac. Rest¬ 
ing attitude with the head thrown back, the 3rd pair of legs extended 
and the others folded flat, the body slightly humped. 

Pupa in a spun up leaf. Very dark olive brown, almost black, 
the wing cases and intersegmental areas paler. Cremaster a bunch 
of hooked spines. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) 9-vi-44, spun io-vi-44 and a, male emerged 
27-vi.44. 


Boarmia acaciaria Bsd. 

Moore, Lep. Ceyh, iii, 415, pi. 191, fig. ib. 1884-87. 

Hamps., Fauna Brit. Ind., Moths, iii, 265. 1S95. 

Head buff, speckled with darker, rounded. Body leaf green, 
the intersegmental areas yellow-brown. 5th somite with a red 
brown subdorsal tubercle and a square dorsal spot edged with whitish 
on each side. 6th to loth somites each with a subdorsal white 
dot anteriorly, iith somite with a double white dorsal tubercle. 
Legs pinkish. Prolegs green. Venter green with median white 
speckling. Spiracles purple with a white centre. 

Pupa subterranean in an earthen cocoon. Olive green tinged, 
except on the wing cases, with orange. 2nd abdominal somite 
with a subdorsal orange red blotch, 5^^ with a lateral black blotch. 
Cremaster a stout spine, bifid from about the middle. 
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Food-plant—Rose and Garden Pansy, Moore gives Cimamomta, 
etc. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft, 
Darjeeling District) 20-V-44, buried 24-V-44 and a male emerged 
i2-vit44. 

Moore’s description is ‘Larva with 10 legs; green; with two 
purple-brown biconical dorsal prominences on sixth s^ment and 
two dorsal white spots on twelfth segment; head and legs pale 
puiple-red; anterior and anal segments in male laterally black 
speckled, spiracles black ringed. Pupa red, greenish in front.’ 
Hampson’s description appears to have been based on that of Moore. 

Medasina albidaria Wlk. 

Head triangular, slightly bifid above, dark brown mottled with 
paler. Body dark olive brown, the lateral area of the 2nd to 4th 
somites greener. 4th somite with a buff, heart-shaped, dorsal 
mark, sth somite expanded into a subdorsal tubercle and with a 
greenish-buff triangular mark dorsally, the mark containing two 
minute dorsal tubercles. Sth somite with a greenish-buff, heart- 
shaped dorsal mark, nth somite with a transverse, raised, 
greenish-buff band. Sth to nth somites marked with greenish- 
buff laterally. Spiracles red brown ringed with buff. Venter with 
the thoracic somites dark brown, 4th and 5th paler with dark 
mottling, 6th somite with a minute double tubercle centrally, 6th 
to 9th somites dark brown with an obscure paler median stripe, loth 
and nth somites whitish with a dark median line. Legs brown. 

Pupa subterranean without any visible cocoon. Thorax and 
wing cases very dark olive brown, the abdomen chestnut with the 
in ter segmental areas darker. Cremaster a stout spine, bifid at 
the tip. 

Food-plant—Cherry, Rose. 

Described from a full fed larva found at Tukdah (5,000 ft. 
Darjeeling District) io-v-44, buried 12-V-44 and a female emerged 
5-vi-44. 


(To be continued.) 



A BIRD PHOTOGRAPHER IN KASHMIR. 


BY ‘ 

W, T. Lore. 

(With four plates,) 

Photographing birds in Kashmir has great advantages; the 
weather is cool (at least in the earlier part of the summer) and the 
native inhabitants have quickly come to realise that mad people 
who pursue birds have their economic potentialities. This latter 
is not an unmixed blessing. The advantage is that there is a 
small body of shikaris who cater (for a sum) for the needs of the 
ornithologist and are pretty good at their work; the rub comes 
because of the grasp-all, beg-for-^verything policy of these same 
gentlemen. You hire a man for, say, Rs. 50 a month (I speak of 
wartime prices) only to discover within a day or two that he finds 
it impossible to work without the help of his cousin who promptly 
demands a preposterous wage. During the course of any opera¬ 
tions you will also discover various hangers-on in the shape of 
small boys and other ragged men who are always said to have 
rendered service of one sort or another and, of course, have to be 
paid. Finally, you are constantly reminded by your own men that 
their clothes are wearing out, their chaplis coming to pieces and 
that surely there must be unwanted (but to them welcome) crumbs 
falling daily from the master’s table. Moreover, all Kashmiris are 
of the unshakeable opinion that the middle name of any ‘sahib* 
must be ‘baksheesh*. You will, at first, be inclined to lose your 
temper with all this, but will mind less when you find that the 
rogues are nevertheless pleasant, humourful rogues. Any out-of- 
ordinary attempt at extortion can always be checked in the most 
miraculous way by an offer, in the cause of justice, to place the 
matter before the Visitors* Bureau. 

I began operations in the third week of April of this year (1944) 
which was perhaps a little early for birds’ nests, although there 
were certainly plenty of signs of nuptial activity. Kites {Milvus 
migrans lineatus) were, of course, well advanced in their breeding 
activities. NumWs of Chenar trees contained their huge, rag¬ 
decorated nests of agglomerated t^igs. Sparrows often took 
advantage of the lower storeys of these structures in which 
apparently to place their own nests, for I have seen as many as 
a do^en birds collected there, some of whom appeared to be in¬ 
cubating eggs* Kites (both Milvus m. govinda and lineatus) seem 
indeed to be very tolerant towards the presence of other birds 
about their nests: I have seen a mynah displaying within a foot 
or $0 of a sitting kite on a palm tree in Bombay, and in Kashmir 
I once saw a hen-sparrow jump perkily on to the rim of a kite’s 
nest and disturbing the owner’s long tail—the kite obligingly 
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moved its tail away! Against its own kind, however, the Kashmir 
bird would appear to keep a considerable area of territory. In 
the whole of the Shalamar Gardens, for instance, I saw but one 
new nest of a kite, although the gardens contain many fine, desir- 
ably-tall Chenar trees. Of the more common birds actively prepar¬ 
ing for the breeding season among others, I noticed:—Starlinjgf, 
White-eared Bulbul, Hoopoe, Pied Kingfisher, Indian Grey Tit, 
Jackdaw, Oriole, Pied Wagtail, Jerdon’s Little Ring-Plover, Red- 
wattled Lapwing, European Swallow. The list should include many 
more but the ones above are mentioned because I took, or tried to 
take, photographs of most of them during the last days of April. The 
Swallows [Hirundo r, rustica) need a little more mention because of 
their engaging, ‘domesticated* habits. Their yearly nesting on the low 
ceiling of the Srinagar post-office is already well-known: the com¬ 
ings and goings of the clerks who work below them do not bother 
the birds in the least. It is also usual for them to select the prow 
of a houseboat for a building-site, and I myself saw a pair roosting 
nightly in the ‘sitting-room* of a small, two-roomed houseboat 
among the beams of which they eventually built their nest. The 
birds took little notice of the human occupants of the sitting-room 
and could easily have been touched with the hand as they sat 
closely together on a loop of electric cord ! 

The chief problem for the bird-photographer in wartime 
Kashmir is the difficulty of transport. Motor-taxi fares are pro¬ 
hibitive and so recourse must be had to the bicycle, tonga and 
shikara^ all of which are distinguished by varying degrees of slow¬ 
ness. The bicycle is perhaps the best and most convenient vehicle. I 
have cycled 20 to 30 miles a day loaded down with a heavy 6 cm. x 
9 cm. Graflex camera, but it needs almost fanatical enthusiasm to 
achieve this ! Consequently it is well to live as near one’s area of 
operations as possible. For this purpose Ganderbal—a village at the 
north end of Anchar Lake—must be one of the best situated. From 
here Anchar Lake may be reached by shikara with reasonable 
ease, Woyil Bridge is not too far away, and the lower reaches 
of the Sind River and the marshes of Ganderbal close at hand. 
Anchar Lake is a paradise for the ornithologist. It is especially rich 
in water and marsh birds: Pheasant-tailed Jacana, Turkestan Rail, 
Dabchick, Ruddy Crake, Eastern Baillon’s Crake, Painted Snipe, 
Paddy Bird, etc., all breed here. The lower reaches of the Sind 
River and its branch channels will provide many of the tree-nesting 
birds: Golden Oriole, Tickell’s I brush. Rufous-backed Shrike, 
Paradise Flycatcher, doves and others. Woyil Bridge and the 
environs of Ganderbal will give you many of the birds of mountain- 
stream and open hills : Jerdon’s Little Ring Plover, Red-wattled 
Lapwing, Chukor, Sandpiper, Plumbeous Redstart, Meadow and 
White-capped Buntings, European Bee-eater, White-capped Red¬ 
start, Stonechat, etc. 


^ *Shtkara* must not be confused with *shikari\ The -latter is a hunter; 
the Ibrmer Kashmiris version of the gondola, always advertised as having 
^best spring seats*. 




Eastern Baillon’s Crake {^Portana pustlla). 

This shy denizen of the marshes of the Vale of Kashmir was photographed only after repeated efforts. 





Willow-Warbler 
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I moved out to Ganderbal in a small houseboat in the second 
week of May and spent three busy weeks there, going to 
work by shikara, bicycle or on foot. In Ganderbal the houseboats 
are anchored on the snow-waters o'f the Sind River so that the 
temperature here, at any given time, is far lower than in Srinagar. 
My three weeks at Ganderbal and the preceding three weeks in 
Srinagar were days enlivened by a number of adventures. Walk¬ 
ing about a Kashmir marsh, for instance, I can perhaps best liken 
to walking on the surface of one of those ‘Lilos* or rubber- 
mattresses beloved of sun-basking, peacetime swimmers, with the 
further addition that the rubber is decaying and oneself in con¬ 
stant danger of falling through to the murky w^aters below! There 
are also patches of muddy ooze set in the midst of these marshes 
and if you are unlucky enough to strike a really soft patch (as I 
was) you will find yourself up to the hips in sucking mud before 
jou know where you are. Sitting in the hide, balancing one’s stool 
on a narrow board held under water by one’s weight and with 
one’s legs immersed for hours almost up to the knees in water is 
another of the prices to be paid for pictures of marsh bird cele¬ 
brities. The Painted Snipe, indeed, kept me waiting five days for 
his ! On the reed-fringed margin of Anchar Lake 1 had my most 
interesting and exciting experience so far as a bird photographer. 
While waiting for the return of a dabchick to its nest, I had the 
supremely good fortune to see a young bird breaking out from its 
shell, and later being transported to safety on the back of its 
agitated parent. Another experience—this time near Woyil Bridge 
—was having a 2 lb. headless fish dropped on me by an osprey 
which had alighted unsuspectingly on the top rim of my circular 
hide. I must, however, own to a certain dissatisfaction because 
the fish turned out to be only a *churoo’ and not a trout! 

A piece of carelessness on the part of one of my shikaris earned 
him the name of ’the cuckoo’. We had found a nest of the Gk)lden 
‘Oriole attached to a slim branch of Rohinia pseudoacacia and had 
pulled it down to remove a small twig which came directly between 
the nest and the camera. Whilst doing this, the shikari allowed 
the branch to slip from his hand with the result that all the eggs 
were catapulted into the air. Quite unperturbed by this accident 
the shikari disappeared into the jungle and soon returned with 
another three Oriole’s eggs which he had stolen from another nest 
and these he placed into the excellently situated nest I was trying 
to photograph. The Orioles never noticed the substitution and 1 
liad the pleasure of coming back to the same nest some days later to 
photograph the unsuspecting foster-parents feeding the young birds. 

When the weather became warmer, I moved up to Sonemarg 
(about 9,000 feet) which guards the entrance to the valley leading 
to Baltal and the Zoji-la Pass. Here I lived in a tent for five weeks 
and spent the happiest time of all. In Sonemarg one lives in a 
field surrounded by mountains, woods and streams and in the 
midst of breeding birds. Meadow Buntings are exceptionally 
common and their nests to be found with no difficulty. Choughst 
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(both red-billed and yellow-billed), Snow Pigeon, Dipper^ Grey Wag- 
tail, Sandpiper, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Rosefin^, Hodgson’s Pipits 
Grey-hea<ted Thrush, Blue-headed Rock-thrush, Kashmir Wren, 
various Warblers (the Large-crowned Willow-wren being most 
common), Stonechat, Hodgson’s Shortwing and a host of others live 
and breed all round you. 

In the thick and dark woods of Sonemarg I had an opportunity 
of trying out photography by means of sunlight reflected from a 
mirror—flash bulbs being, of course, unobtainable in war time. 
Results were mostly poor due to films of very slow speed but the 
reproduction in this article of a picture of a Grey-headed Thrush 
taken by this method shows what can be done with a not too shy 
bird and fast film. The woods swarm with various species of 
Phylloscopus which usually place their nests in ill-lit places; they 
are by no means shy birds and to their photographing the mirror 
technique might well he tried with success. 

Mention of photographic technique leads me to a discussion on 
photographic methods. I am convinced that no one method will, 
by itself, be completely satisfactory. 1‘he usual way of photo¬ 
graphing from a hide still seems to me to be. the best although 
the use of a distant release should also produce good results in 
many cases. Certainly Col. Phillips of Srinagar, who I believe 
uses this method exclusively, has some fine pictures to his credit. 
Flashlight, both the ordinary press-type and the new spotlight, 
should be extremely useful on occasion. Problems calling for a 
flashlight may often be met by the use of a mirror; it is a method 
with the advantage that it is cheap and probably less likely to 
frighten the bird. Up till recently a confirmed miniaturist, I have 
found a 35 mm. camera in India entirely unsatisfactory for bird 
photography. Grain-free prints at high magnifications seem almost 
impossible to achieve and enlargements nearly always suffer from 
loss of definition. This applies to films processed in Kashmir 
as well as (or even more so) to those processed in the plains. 
True, I have been unable to do my own processing due to inability 
to buy fine grain chemicals but it still seems to me that where 
you have such a small image to deal with as, for example 
that of a Sooty Flycatcher, your bigger negative is bound to score. 
It is certain that I have not regretted selling my miniature and 
replacing it with an old fashioned type of reflex-camera using size 
6 cm. X 9 cm. (2} ins. x 3^ ins.) film—the Graflex. With the 
latter camera I am entirely satisfied. The shutter, or rather the 
mirror release and shutter mechanisms together, is no doubt 
excessively noisy but it is surprising how soon a bird can get 
used to noise. Besides, in photographing an incubating bird it 
is no disadvantage to have it off the eggs every now and again* 
In spite of my noisy shutter, I still have, on occasion, to employ 
my shikari to drive the bird off its nest. AH my pictures 
Kashmir were taken from hides. Of these I have two; one I call 
my ring hide which was designed by Mr. Silim Ali, ,the other 




Grey-headed Thrush. 

This photograph illustrates the use of a mirror for lighting up nests placed in ill-lit situations. (See text.”) 



w. T. Lake. 


Pallas’s Fishing Eagle {Halidetus leucoryphus). 
birds are common about the lower reaches of the Jhelum River, near Wular Lake, 
where this picture was taken. 
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an ordinary shaped oblong tent 4 feet long, 3 feet wide and 4 feet 
high. The former consists of two circular metal rin^s with a 
thin material stretched between them and is of ample dimensions 
making it eminently suitable for use under hot desert conditions. 
The top ring is supported on three metal rods driven into the 
ground; the bottom ring hangs loose and serves to keep taut the 
cylinder-like body of the hide. The ring hide is useless in a 
high wind. The tent hide is nothing mare than a small tent 
attached to the ground by means of guy ropes and pegs. It is 
made of heavier material than the ring hide and consequently flaps 
less in a strong wind. I found it very useful in Kashmir. Both 
hides have been camouflaged with green and brown paint with the 
hopes of making them look more a part of the landscape: the measure 
of success achieved I should perhaps refer to the lady who one day, 
when the hide was erected beside a nest of Hodgsonius phogni- 
curoides, came up to within 30 feet of it, looked carefully round to 
see that no one was near and . .-. . is still to this day perfectly 
satisfied that no one was. 

The two shikaris working for me were good at their work and 
understood my requirements well. It was, however, difficult to 
impress upon them the undesirability of flat lighting and that to 
have the sun shining from behind you directly upon the subject 
will not help to make a good picture. They also have a favourite 
trick of tying captured young birds which have just left the nest 
to a stick in the ground by means of a length of string. You are 
taken next morning to photograph the parents coming back to 
feed their young, but you will usually find that the wretched little 
thing has broken its legs in its frantic attempts to get fffee. 
Needless to add, you should whenever possible prevent the shikaris 
from doing this. 

With wonderfully cool weather, the help of trained shikaris, 
ideal temperatures for fine grain film development, working among 
magnificent scenery and a multitude of breeding birds, one can 
hardly fail to get good bird pictures in Kashmir. In the course 
of eleven weeks I photographed the species contained in the 
following list, with varj'ing degrees of success, and cannot say 
that I have any reason to be dissatisfied. True, films (especially 
fresh stock) are difficult to obtain in wartime, but given peacetime 
conditions one would have to be a very bad photographer to have 
more than a small percentage of failures. 
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DESTRUCTIVE METHODS OF FISHING IN THE RIVERS 
OF THE HILL RANGES OF TRAVANCORE. 


S. Jones, m.sc. 

*'Lo\ a child is horn in the fisherman's house ! 

Lo ! the newly horn fellow carries a net on his head ! 

Dhar^ dhar, weeps the Singni fish, my love ! 

My life-long enemy is horn today ! 

Alas, alas, O alas I 

My life-long enemy is horn today]" 

(The Gond’s <5ong of the Singni fish by Devendra Satyarthi) 

Introduction 

Much has been said since the middle of the last century depre¬ 
cating the destructive methods of fishing in the freshwater tracts 
of India, Exposed as Travancore is to both the monsoons, the 
rivers of the State contain water throughout the year, though they 
are small and most of them little larger than torrential streams 
compared to large rivers on the East Coast and of North India. 
In these rivers, which once contained an abundance of fish, it is 
hardly possible now to see a good sized specimen in the low-country 
due to over-fishing and the same is true of the mid-country or the 
semi-hilly tracts. The up-country consisting of the mountainous 
districts withstood the encroachment of Man for some time, but 
since the opening up of a fairly extensive area for plantations, such 
as tea, rubber and cardamom, there is hardly any area in the State 
which is not within easy access of Man, Before this the original 
inhabitants of the jungles, like the hill men of the Mannan, Paliyan, 
OoraU, Muthuvan and Kanikkar tribes, used to live close to the 
livers and streams and fishing also had been one of their vocations 
in life for their daily sustenance. In those ancient days there was 
none to dispute their right in the extensive ‘jungle areas with plenty 
•of wild game and forest produce’. Since large scale clearing of 
jungles began they hav^ been pushed back to the least fertile of the 
tracts, their movements have been restricted, the wild game has 
been reduced considerably and the needs of life have increased- 
This state of absolute poverty together with their inherent laziness 
compels them to resort to every meaps, foul or fair, in their struggle 
for existence. The net result of all these in thdr fishing vocation 
IS the extensive use of poisons wherever and whenever possible for 
capturing fish. According to the story narrated by the head of a 
Mannan colony near the Tual waterfall in Vandanmettp-Kallar 
River in Peermade, it was one of their forefathers, a king of the 
jungles, hundreds, or thousands of years ago that introduced the 
*fish from the lowel* side of the waterfall to the upper side; and 
.therefore.as protectors of the fish they are not allowed by ancient 
tradition to capture it by poisoning, j But aH' such scruples have 
yielded to the insistent demands of life nowadays and poisoning 
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of fish for easy capture has become one of their routine activities 
during: the hot months. 

The southern regfion of the Western Ghats consists of the 
mountainous tracts of Travancore which cover nearly half the 
State’s total area of 7,625 sq. miles. From north to south the hill 
rangfe is nearly 200 miles long- and several rivers arise from here 
and flow towards the west into the Arabian Sea. The northern 
regfion is more extensive, its elevation is greater and the rainfall 
is heavier, and for these reasons all the large rivers are confined 
to this area. There are two artificial lakes in the mountains, the 
Periyar Lake in the north and the Kothayar Lake in the south. 

Types of Fish available in the Streams and Rivers of 
THE Hill Ranges of Travancore. 

The study of the fish fauna in this region is far from complete. 
Only very recently some new and interesting species such as 
Travancoria jonesi Hora (1941), Lepidopygopsis iypus Raj (1941), 
Batasio travancoria Hora & Law (1941), Barbus (Punlius) 
ophicephalus Raj (1941 a) and Barbus (puntius) micropogon subsp. 
periyarensis Raj (1941 a) have been added to the list and the distri¬ 
bution of several others has been extended to Travancore (Hora 
& Law, 1941 & 1941 a and Hora &: Nair, 1941). For a complete 
list of the fresh water fish of Travancore including those repre¬ 
sented in the hill ranges, the works of Pillay (1929), John (1936) 
and Hora & Law (1941 a) may be consulted in addition to the re¬ 
ferences mentioned above. Mention may also be ma*He of an exotic 
fish, the Rainbow Trout% that has become acclimatised in the rivers 
of the Kannan Devan Hills (Gopinath, 1942). 

Among the hill stream fishes in Travancore, the greatest favour¬ 
ite and one of the most delicious is the local Mahseer, Barbus 
{Tor) khudree known as Kuyil in Tamil. The larger among the 
rest, like Rasbora daniconius^ Barilius gatensis^ Danio aequipin- 
natus, Garra mullya^ etc. are eaten by the middle class people when 
fish is scarce. The coolies and hill men eat any fish they get 
without much discrimination. 

Dr. Hora has given a comprehensive account of B. khudree in 
his game fish series in the Journal of the Bombay Natural History 
Society (Hora, 1942). This is perhaps the largest fish in the hill 
streams and rivers in Travancore and according to Hora it is the 
commonest species of these parts and its range extends along the 
Satpura trend to the Central Provinces (Hora & Law, 1941 a). I 
have seen fish up to 22 inches in length caught from Varidan- 
mettu-Kallar River and I am informed that fish up to three feet 
are not uncommon. I have known from very reliable sources that 
fish weighing about 30 lb. have been taken from the river abcmt 
12 years ago. Unfortunately since the use of dynamite for easy 

— .' '■ ■'■■■■■■ . .. Ml ■■ ■ I J' - I 

^ The ^Krandering instincts of the Ceylon and Travancore Trout and its verteb¬ 
ral and scale counts show that it is not a true Rainbow but a hybrid between 
a Rainbow'ahd a Steclb^ad. For details see Philip Fowk^, Cey. 'Joum, Scu, 
y. ^ Mackay, WS.S,, J.,R.N.H.S., xlv» 1945 ; 'pp. 35^-373 
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fishing in hilly tracts has become very common large Mahscers 
are extremely rare. In this respect perhaps the Vandanmettu* 
Kallar and the tributaries of the Periyar south of Kumili are some 
of the few rivers that have not been greatly affected so far. Though 
fishing is prohibited in almost all the rivers and streams in the 
hills, it would be better if such of those rivers as still remain sale 
and important breeding grounds for the Mahseer are rigorously 
protected by special legislation and by the appointment of additional 
watchmen during the summer months. Along with this it is 
necessary that the proper kind of fishing like angling should be 
encouraged. 

B, khudree is a clever fish and successful catches can be made 
with only proper baits. It is the elusive nature of the fish fhait 
obliges the local people to abandon the proper methods and resort 
to other more sure but destructive methods of catching it. It is 
necessary that the habits of the fish should be studied thoroughly 
to achieve the maximum success with the rod and line and a more 
sporting tendency should be developed among the people. In the 
Periyar Lake and within the Peermade Game Reserve, B. khudree 
is caught with rod and line. Both in the lake and in its head 
waters fish up to 20 lb are generally caught with spoon or plug 
bait and on fly. The Annual Reports of the Peermade Game 
Association may be referred to for further details. 

A closed season should be fixed for this fish after a careful study 
of its breeding habits (Jones, 1946). The capture of fish during 
migration for breeding (Jones, 1941) should also be stopped. The 
general practice of setting fire to the grasslands is to be strongly 
deprecated as this not only destroys to some extent the insect life 
close to the banks but also contributes to the filling up of the pools 
in the course of the stream with silt and mud due to soil erosion. 
There is no doubt that with more rigorous legislation and mass 
education the destructive tendencies would be considerably eliminated. 
In certain pools close to the temples, as at Ayyappancoil and Vandi- 
periyar in the course of the Periyar River, large sized specimens 
of B. khudree are much less shy of man; they come close to the 
edge of the water and feed on the offerings given. 

Destructive Methods of Fishing. 

While dealing with the freshwater fish and fisheries of 
Travancore, John (1936) described some of the destructive methods 
of fishing, especially those employed in the plains.^ Some of 
the methods followed in the up-country, such as the use of copper 
sulphate, jatropha seeds, fixed engines and tripod net were also 
noted by him. 

Th6 methods of fishing in different parts of South India are 
similar in principle with some modifications according to the local 
conditions and ingenuities of the people. The employment of such 
^exotic’ materials as dynamites and chemical poisons would depend 
on their availability. Thomas (1870) in his report on pisciculture 
in South Canara and Wilson (1907) in his reports on the methods 
of capture and supply of fish in the rivers of Nilgiri District list 
the destructive methods of fishing practised in those tracts. 
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Thomas (1870) refers to the poisoning of fish in the rivers with 
Croton tiglium, Anamirta cocculus. Capsicum frutescens and a 
species of Posoquetia known as ‘Kire Kai’ in Tulu. He is also of 
opinion that the residue from the coffee pulpers erected in the course 
of rivers may have a detrimental effect on the fish-fauna of the 
locality. Among the fixed engines different kinds of basket traps 
placed nn small channels and in the middle of artificial dams and 
obstructions constructed across the river for the capture of fish go¬ 
ing up as well as coming down the river are mentioned. He suggests 
that watchmen should be appointed to prevent poisoning and con¬ 
struction of fish wiers. The basket traps should according to him 
have wide spaces to allow all under sized fish to escape. He is 
against advocating a closed season since he is of opinion that in 
many fishes breeding period is very extended and in the case of those 
spawning at the commencement of the monsoon rains due to the 
floods prevalent then a natural closed season is imposed. 

Wilson (1907) speaks of the fishing in Bhavani, Moyar and in 
some small streams near Ootacamund. Here the chief methods are 
the use of fixed engines consisting of basket traps, some of them 
so small meshed as to be known as fry traps, poisoning with 
berries and dynamiting. He refers to the use of cradle trap which 
is a modified basket trap in some parts of the Moyar River when 
the level of water is not very low. His main suggestions for the 
improvement of the fisheries are appointment of watchmen to pre¬ 
vent dynamiting, poisoning and other illegal methods of catching 
fish, legislatoin against the use of fixed engine, regulation of the 
mesh of cast nets and introduction of new varieties of fish into 
suitable streams. 

The list of destructive methods for the hill ranges of Travancore 
given in this article is by no means complete. It has been mainly 
compiled from the information received and as a result of enquiry 
made during the writer’s stay in the Cairdamom Hills. In some of 
these up-country regions, settlers from other parts have introduced 
their own methods of fishing, so that a clear demarcation of the 
methods peculiar to different regions is hardly possible. Destruct¬ 
ive methods of fishing in the hilly tracts of Travancore come under 
the following main categories, viz. use of explosives, poisons 
(chemical and vegetable), traps and nets. 

Explosives. 

Dynamite {Thotta^ M. & T.^): This is perhaps the most fash¬ 
ionable and at the same time one of the most destructive of all 
methods employed for catching fish in the hills. Due to the 
opening up of several roads, dynamite, which is necessary for blasting 
stones has become easily available though some difficulty is ex¬ 
perienced now due to the war. To have the maximum effect in the 
use of a dynamite the bed of the pool should be rocky or sandy and 
the time adjustment of the explosion should be such that it would 
take place at the correct depth. The fish come up due to the shock 
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and those that die sink down immediately* The destruction i.s so 
thorough that hardly any fish, large or small, within a radius of 
about s to lo yards survives. Those at a distance are partially 
affected and remain in a dazed condition facilitating easy capture. 
The small sized fish is ignored and the larger ones, which form 
only a fraction of the total kill, are caught by people who jump into 
the water immediately after the explosion with their bodies rubbed 
with oil and ears plugged with cotton wool, if the water is very 
cold. In large pools where a good catch is expected sometimes two 
dynamites are used simultaneously to produce double effect! 

Crude explosives (Kettu-thoita, M. 8 c T.):—Country made ex* 
plosives are made in old types of soda water bottles and in unopened 
cocoanut shells. In the case of the former type the explosion is 
said to be tremendous and the destructive power very great. 

Poisons. 

Copper sulphate {Thurisu^ M. & T.):—^This stuff as one of the 
components for the preparation of the Bordeaux mixture, com* 
monly used for spraying diseased plants, is available in the estates 
and the employees who have access to it during the spraying 
season save small quantities of it without the knowledge of the 
estate authorities. Usually a suitable pool in a stream, where a 
good number of fish are suspected to be present, is selected and 
heavy flow of water if any, is diverted and powdered copper sulphate 
is put in a cloth and is dissolved at the head end. The gentle flow 
of water diffuses the copper sulphate and the fish come up to the 
surface of the water in a stupified and lethargic state when they 
are caught. Both large and small sized fish, including the Mahseer, 
are affected and it may not be unusual to see small dead fish flowing 
along the course of the stream. This method and the one described 
below are employed extensively in the rubber plantations. 

Bordeaux mixture (Bodo-marunnu, M. & Bodo-marunthu, T.);—At 
the time of spraying of the rubber trees the hose is directed to a 
pool if there are any streams nearby and any fish that comes up 
is then caught. This is usually done by the Conductor or Kangany 
who is in charge of the spraying operations. Any excess of the 
mixture that becomes available after a day’s spraying is sometimes 
utilised for the purpose of catching fish. 

Lime ^Kummayam^ M, & T.):—Large quantities of unslakcd 
lime, if stirred in pools, would force the fish to come up in a dazed 
condition, when they are caught. This method is not employed 
extensively in the interior because large quantities of the stuff are 
not easily available due to the heavy cost of transport. 

Cyanogas or Calcium cyanide (Plague marunthu^ T.):—I am 
informed from very reliable sources of instances of fishing by the 
employment of this deadly poison by people who have had access 
to this fumigant^ Though this method is gradually becom* 
ing popular in certain areas in recent years it is practised at present 
only seldom due to difficulty in procuring the stuff* The poison 


* Tills is usually available with persons in charge of antiplague measures. 
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is said to be very effective and a fairly large quantity of tlic fish 
is caught by stirring a small quantity <rf it in pools after diverting 
or damming the inflowing water. It is necessary that very rigorous 
action should be taken against those who commit this offen<^, all 
the more because it is the educated who are responsible for this. 

Gelignite and dhal mixture :—^The brown paste like gelatine dyna¬ 
mite is mixed with well ground dhal and is thrown in small pellets 
which are eagerly devoured by the fish. The action is instantaneous 
and the poisoned fish makes a few rapid spinning movements and 
sinks down dead. Only veiy little fishing is carried on in this 
manner since the gelignite could be more advantageously used as 
an explosive than as a poison I 

Pd-eenchUy M. {Acacia pennata Wilid.):—This is a large 
climber found abundantly in the hills and is known as Kareeticha 
in South Travancore. The stem of this plant is cut into small 
pieces, crushed and thrown into the water which is then stirred. 
The action is fairly quick and all the fish both large and small come 
up senseless or dead. This is the commonest poison used by the 
hill-men throughout the State. Small streams and pools are best 
suited for the purpose. I recently saw a stream which was once 
full of small fishes of all types including the young of the Mahseer, 
without a vestige of fish-life a few days after the hill-men had 
conducted this utterly indefensible mode of‘fishing. 

Mullakuruy M.; Penhotteiy T. :—Seeds of the twiner, Anamirta 
cocculus W. & A. are crushed and ground well with dhal or rice 
and used with deadly effect for catching fish. This is said to be 
the most virulent of all plant poisons for fish. As they are not 
available in the interior of the jungles the method is usually 
employed by people at the foot of the High Ranges and in the 
semi-hilly tracts. 

Nanchumaramy M. & T. (Croton Kloteschianus Thw.):—The 
leaves of this tree known as ‘vakanathukozha' or ‘roche* among 
the hill-men are crushed and used for catching fish in the pools in the 
course of streams. The crushed leaf is put in the water and stirred 
well and the fish that come up are caught by people who jump 
into the water for the purpose. The effect is said to be greater 
than that of pd^-eenoha. According to the custom of the hill-men, 
who mostly employ this method, those who go for fishing should 
avoid using tamarind in their fo^ on the previous day and should 
spend the previous day and night away from their women folk in 
which case only they believe they would meet with success. Honey 
is also forbidden among some during this period. They do not 
permit other people, if they are suspected to be unclean, to touch 
the water they are fishing in. 

Kutappanakuruy M.; Seeds of Corypha umhraculifera Linn.:— 
Unripe seeds of the sago palm or the talipot palm are crushed and 
stirred in the water for catching fish in the mid-country and on the 
western slopes of the hills. This method cannot however be 
employed continuously and extensively as this plant flowerji only 
once in its life when it is usually cut down for the pith which }s 
eaten. 

Veli-avanakku or Nanchanpa'thah M.; Jatropha curcas Linn. 5—» 
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$eed$ of this hedge plant are crushed and stirred in pools and 
the hsh that come up are caught. It is a very common plant in the 
plains from where the seeds are brought to the hills for the poison¬ 
ing of fish. 

PoothakarandavaUi^ M.; Derris brevipes Baker:—^The tender 
leaves and flowers of this plant are used as fish poison. The plant 
is not quite common in the up-country and hence not very exten¬ 
sively used there. 

Neervalantj M. & T.; Croton tiglium Linn.:—Seeds of this 
are ground well w 4 th dhal and earthworms and are thrown as 
small pellets into the water; and any fish that eats this would 
immediately come up. The fish caught in this manner is said to 
cause sometimes giddiness and vomiting when cooked and eaten. 

Pencolum, M, & T.; Sapium indicum Willd.:—^The seeds of 
this tree are crushed well and stirred in pools containing fish and 
all the fish that come up are caught. This stuff is usually brought 
by people from the low-country where it is available during pertain 
seasons. 

Thirukalliy M.; K(kUi^ T. ; Euphorbia tirukalli Willd.:—In 
some of the hilly tracts of South Travancore this plant is crushed 
well and stirred in pools and small collections of water for catch¬ 
ing fish. The milky sap of the plant is said to cause irritation to 
the eyes of the fish and make them partially blind. 

Traps and nets. 

Fixed engines; Koodu, M.:—This method is practically a 
monopoly of the hill tribes except in the lower side of the western 
;slopes. Throughout the course of the streams it is not unusual 
to see low crude dams constructed with the help of stones, leaves 
and reeds from one bank to the other so that water would flow 
out only through the crevices. One or two places towards the 
middle are kept open where large basket traps are kept with their 
open ends facing the lower side of the streams so that all the fish 
including fairly large ones that ascend the streams and rivers are 
trapped. These traps are kept for long periods in one place, 
except during periods of heavy floods, and the trapped fish are 
collected regularly. The catches are heavy during the breeding 
season. 

Cast nets; VeechuvaJa, M.:—These are brought by people of 
the lowei regions owning estates in the hills and are not used 
extensively except in the Periyar Lake though it is strictly pro¬ 
hibited there also. The meshes of the nets are usually very small 
and therefore young fry and immature fish are also caught. These 
are said to be used with great effect during the breeding season 
when fishes migrate up the streams and rivers disregarding all 
obstacles. The nets are used to facilitate the capture of the fish 
that come up. in a dazed condition after poisoning. 

Tripod net; Mukkalivalay M.:—^The contrivance used is figured 
and described by John (1936). In principle it is after the pattern 
of the Chinese prawn net. Three poles tied together at the top 
are erected in pools and a circular net is placed in the middle 

3 
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Strong cords from the margin of the het are connected to a large^ 
central cord which is passed over the poles. Food is thrown in 
the net and a large number of the fish collect together without 
suspecting any foul play. The central cord is then suddenly puUed 
up and all the fish remaining within the net are caught. 

Cloth and blanket collection :—^The coolies and hill-men collect 
fish with the aid of clothes and blankets during the summer months.: 
Small sized fish in small streams and pools are caught in this 
manner. 

Chatty^poi collection: —A wide mouthed earthern pot is taken, 
some rice is put inside, the mouth is closed by a piece of old cloth 
with a hole in the middle of it and it is kept immersed in the water. 
After some time the vessel is gently lifted up, and all the fish 
found therein are collected. This is repeated a number of times 
till a sufiident quantity is caught. This method is employed 
occasionally by coolies and hill-men only who are thus able 
catch small sized fish in this manner. 

Hand collection: —During the summer months when the flow 
of water is very little^j^ small streams are dammed at intervals and 
the water is baled out and all the fish present, both large and small, 
are caught. 

Electric torches and lights: —This method js very common in 
the low-country but is also employed in the western slopes of the 
hills. It is comparatively not so destructive as the previous ones 
since only the large sized ones among those attracted to the light 
are killed. 

Of the several methods of fishing in the hill ranges mentioned 
above the use of dynamites, copper sulphate, mullaJturUy nanchu- 
maram leaves, Pd-eencha and fixed engines are the most common 
and at the same time the most destructive. Dynamite and copper 
sulphate are mostly employed by people in the estate areas. MuUa* 
kuru is used in the semi-hilly tracts and in the western slopes of 
the hill ranges. It is necessary that the employment of the above 
three methods should be controlled by more rigorous legislation. 
Pd-eencha, nanchumaram leaves and fixed engines are employed 
usually by hill-men and these should be checked with the help of 
the Forest and Game Departments. 

The destructive methods now employed in the hills affect the 
people resident there in more than one respect. Firstly the fish 
get so much reduced in number and size that rivers and streams 
become ‘barren’ and fishing will be hardly worthwhile in course 
of time. A rich and nutritious food is thus sure to run out of 
supply. In malarial tracts this is calculated to bring on serious 
consequences by devitalising the people and making them easily 
susceptible to the attack of malaria. To those with a sporting 
tendency, depletion of the larger fishes deprives them of an interest¬ 
ing game. Most of the small sized carps found in the hill-streams 
have been found to be efficient mosquito larvivores. During,the 
hot mbnths many of the small streams in cleared areas get con¬ 
verted into stagnant pools wherein .mosquitoes br^ed freely and 
corfiplete destruction of fish in such situations would tend to aggra¬ 
vate indirectly the malarial problem also. 
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‘When thou wilt swim in tliat live bath, 

Each fish, which every channel hath. 

Most amorously to thee will swim, 

Gladder to catch thee, than thou him*. 

(By John Donne as quoted in ‘The Complete Angler*, 1653) 


FIELD OBSERVATIONS ON THE STERCULIAS OF THE 
BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 

BY 

Charles McCann, f.l.s. 

(With a plate.) 

After a fairly intensive and critical field study of the various- 
species included in the genus Sterculia as originally understood (by 
T. Cooke and others), I have come to the conclusion that there are 
a number of details in the existing descriptions that need correction, 
amendment, or explanation. I fully realize that many, if not all, 
of the original descriptions were based on herbarium specimens, 
and perhaps on imperfect material at that. On this account manjr 
of the characters were either overlooked or misinterpreted. 
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The genus StercuUa as understood by Cooked and some of the 
older authors^ has since* been divided up. This divistpn, in my 
opinion, is sound as some of the characteristic differences are well 
marked. Nevertheless, there are good characters which .clearly 
show the close relationship between the genera and species^ Blatter* 
indicated this division of the Bombay Sterculias and divided them 
up accordingly under the three genera: Sterculia, embracing 
S, foetida, S. gutatta, S. urens, and S, villosa; to these indigenous 
species he added S. populnifolia and S. campanulata: 2) Pterygota, 
is represented by a single species, P. aJata ( 5 . alata): 3) Firmiana, 
is also a monotypic genus in the Bombay Presidency, F. colorata. 
Blatter® followed Gamble* in transfer ring, 5 . colorata to the genus 
Fiftniana, The change was, however, occasioned by a confusion 
and accordingly the name Firmiana must be dropped. Mr. 
C. E. C. Fischer®, though apparently not in favour of splitting- up 
the genus StercuUa in its widest sense, pointed out that the generic 
name for 5. colorata is strictly speaking Erythropsis, and accordingly 
it should be called Erythropsis colorata Burk. I favour such a 
change for reasons I shall indicate under the specific heading. Of 
all the species attributed to Bombay, I am not familiar with S. pop^ 
ulnifolia and S. campanulata, and I have had no material at hand 
to work on in the field. 

In Cooke’s Flora the generic description of the flowers reads: 
^^‘Flowers unisexual or polygamous; Calyx 4-5>fid or partite, 
•usually coloured. Petals O. Staminal column*^ bearing at its apex 
10-30 anthers arranged in a ring without order.” A point of 
morphological terminology arises out of this description, namely, are 
we right in calling the column which rises out of the centre of the 
calyx in the male flowers a staminal column? (in the strict sense). 
But, before we can dispose of this question it becomes necessary 
to examine the statement ‘Petals O’. ‘After an examination of 
numerous flowers in the various species dealt with, I find that this 
statement is, perhaps, not wholly correct, and needs explanation. 
Actually, though there are no visible petals, the petals are reduced 
and united to form a deep or shallow coroUine cup, inside which, 
are the five rudimentary carpels. The anthers are poised on short 
thick filaments (almost sessile) on the margin of the corolline cup. 
In the female flowers the same arrangement prevails with the 
difference that, the ovaries are not (naturally) rudimentary and the 
anthers are reduced in size, but are not sterile; therefore the anthers 
in the female flower cannot be referred to as staminodes^ which 
term implies sterile anthers. Under the circumstances the so-called 
staminal column in the male flowers, and the gynophore of the female 
fk)wers are both one and the same thing, namely, a gynophore in 
the strict sense of the term. Further remarks on the details of 
the flowers will be found under the specific heads. 


‘ Cooke, T., FI Pres. Bom., vol. I (1901). p. 122. 

» Blatter, E., Joum. B.NM.S. vol. xxxiv (193O P- ^76* 

* Blatter, E., Jown., B.N.H.S, vol. xxxiv (1931) p. 876. 

* Gamble, ].S„ FI Hod. Pres. vol. I (1915) p. 105, 

® Fischer, C.E.C., in a letter. 

* The italics are mine. 



Boi^ay Nat. Hlat. Soc. 




C. McCann. 

Qyaapbores at Stercoliaceae. 

Sterculia foetida: i, CoroIIine cup d* ; *• d Gynophore; 3. Pistil; 4. Gynophore 9 * 
SUrculia guttata: 5. 9 Gynophore; 6. d Gynophore. Pterygota alata : 7. CoroIIine cup j 
S. Pistil; 9. d Gynophore. Sterculia villosa. 10. d Gynophore: 11 & 12. Glandular hair»; 
> 3 - 9 Gynophore. Sterculia urens : 14. Gynophore; 9 15 as 14 opened: 16. Glandular hair. 
Mrythropsis colorata : 17. 9 Gynophore; 18. Base of corolla; 19. CoroIIine cup. 
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Genus: STERCULIA Linn. 

!• Sterculla toetida Linn. 

A curious feature of S, foetida is that whereas all the other 
species of the ‘old* genus have simple leaves this species alone has 
digitate leaves* 

Male flowers. —The male flowers are produced in great profusion 
and drop off from the proximal end of the pedicil. The sepals 
exhibits shallow oblong troughs on their inner surfaces which are 
glandular and function as nectaries. These areas secrete a foul¬ 
smelling substance. The margins of the troughs are bordered with 
inwardly directed, simple hairs. The gynophore is straight in bud 
becoming hooked soon after the opening of the flower. It is 
hirsutely ciliate almost to the base of the corolline cup. The coroll- 
ine cup is somewhat irregularly toothed and supports the anthers 
on its rim. The anthers face downwards towards the central axis 
of the flower at the end ol the hooked gynophore. This position 
of the anthers probably fascilitates contact with the pollinating 
visitors as they wander round and rise from the calyx after feeding. 
Within the cup are five rudimentary carpels; both the cup and the 
carpels are glabrous. 

Female flowers. —The female flowers are comparatively few and 
are usually situated at the ends of the racemes. They are similar 
in appearance to the males, but with a corresponding enlargement 
of the carpels and a reduction in the size of the anthers. The 
gynophore, like that of the male, is hirsutely ciliate almost to the 
base of the corolline cup. The anthers are smaller and fewer, but 
are not sterile. The separations between the five carpels are marked 
by a dense villous growth of hairs. The style is also villous; in 
bud it is straight, but soon after the opening of the flower it 
elongates and becomes deflexed bringing the stigma to the level of 
the ring of anthers on the margin of the corolline cup. In this 
position the stigma is open to pollination by visiting insects, or to 
contact with the anthers on the rim of the cup. Crawling insects, 
such as ants, may also assist in pollination by the conveyance of 
pollen from neighbouring male flowers or by transferring pollen 
from the anthers to the stigma in the same flower, tljus there appears 
to be a provision for both cross and self-pollination. On maturity 
of the flower, after fertilization, the calyx detaches from its seat 
and if it has not enveloped the young carpels on fading, it slides 
down to the base of the pedicil where it is only displaced on the 
enlargement of the pedicil in fruit. 

The odour emitted by both male and female flowers is rather 
powerful, but if one does not get too much of a nose full it is some¬ 
what similar to the odour of wild honey. It is not in any way as 
offensive as the odour emitted by the flowers of the next species. 

Visitors. —^The powerful odour emitted by the flowers attracts 
large numbers of carrion and fruit flies {piptera)^ and other nectari- 
vorous ths^ts. The Blue Bottle Fly (Pycnosoma flavipes) is much in 
attendance. Among the Hymenoptera, the Apidae, honey bees, are 
frequent; ants also play an important rAle as they crawl over the 
flowers, especially Cremastogaiter sp. 
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FonicZc 5 .—The follicles are large and woody; at first green 
taming scarlet, and finally a deep brown-purple when dry. The 
number of follicles on each gynophore varies from 1-5, apparently 
dependent on whether the ovules in each are fertilized or not. This 
is true of all the Sterculias, The follicles remain on the tree till 
the following deciduous period and lend a note of colour to the then 
bear branches. 

2. Sterculia guttata Roxb. 

The flowers of S, guttata are very similar to those of 5 . foetida^ 
but there are very good differences worthy of note. 

Bracts .—character not mentioned in the Flora is the presence 
of a 3 -fid bract at the base of each flower which covers it in bud. 

Male flowers .—Male flowers are profusely developed, and are 
less deciduous than those of S. foetida. They frequently dry in 
situ, but eventually fall. The sepals are a lot more hairy than 
those of the previous species. The glandular areas of the sepals 
are beset with pyrimidal excrescences; at the summit of each 
pyrimid is a tuft of long hairs making access to the secreting tissue 
most difficult. The gynophore is much more recurved than in the 
previous species; it is entirely glabrous, except for one or two 
stellate hairs at about one-third its height from the base, and these 
are usually situated on the outer curve. The corolline cup is less 
well demarcated and its border is marked by the rather large anth¬ 
ers. In bud the gynophore is straight becoming strongly hooked 
after opening. Its position is like that of S. foetida, reflexed over 
the centre of the calyx. 

Female flowers .—The female flowers are intermixed with ‘the 
males over the whole length of the racemes. The gynophore is 
glabrous, except for a rather broad band of stellate at a level about 
one-third from its base. The separations between the carpels are 
marked by a dense villous growth of hairs. In bud the style is 
short and straight, but soon after the opening of the flower it 
elongates and becomes deflexed, bringing the stigma to the level of 
the margin of the corolline cup supporting the anthers; the style 
is also villous. ,The sepals dry in position. 

Visitors .—^The odour emitted by the flowers is most foetid; its 
intensity increases considerably after mid-day. Carrion flies appear 
to be the chief pollinating agents, and again Pycnosoma is 
abundantly in attendance. Ants also take a large share in poll¬ 
ination, more than one species being involved. In passing it might 
be mentioned that the odour of these flowers is so foul and over¬ 
powering that it penetrated through a thick cloth bag, and flies 
constantly sat on the bag in numbers. My fellow-passengers in 
the train who undoubtedly scented the flowers and watched the flies 
settle on my bag in profusion were uncomfortable and evidently 
suspected the contents of the sack! 

Follicles.^Tht follicles are hard and woody, very similai: to 
those of the previous species. They remain on the tree till the next, 
‘deciduous period. In colour they are at first green changii:^* to 
red and finally to brown. The seeds are black and polished. They 
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are eaten by macaques and squirrels {Funamhulus sp.); roasted or 
raw they are eaten by the local people. At the base of the seed 
there are a few irritant hairs. 

3. Sterculia urens Roxb. 

A striking field character of S. urens is its very pale exfoliating 
bark which ihay vary in tone through silvery white to pale yellow, 
and pale pink. This feature makes it stand out from all forest 
trees, particularly during the deciduous period of the year. The 
flowers of this species are somewhat differently constructed to those 
already described above, and although the Flora describes the male 
and female flowers separately, so far I have failed to obtain flowers 
that are purely male in spite of a careful search through numerous 
racemes. Another point of interest in this species is the presence 
of obclavate or somewhat dumbell-shaped hairs on the flowers: 
these hairs are flask-shaped below and slightly so, above, at the 
extremity. 

Male flowers ,—Exclusively male flowers not observed. 

Female flowers ,—Exclusively female flowers not seen. 

Hermaphrodite flowers ,—Hermaphrodite flowers are produced 
in great profusion, but comparatively few produce fruit for reasons 
which I shall endeavour to explain below. In the freshly opened 
flowers, the inside of the sepals are a beautiful rice-green and with 
age fade to a dirty yellow (hence perhaps the statement in the 
Flora that the flowers are ‘yellow’) with a bright red or scarlet 
central cup. The pollen is bright yellow. Externally the hairs on 
the sepals are doubly clavate or dumbell-shaped, forming a dense 
coating. These hairs are tinted a bright yellow or red. Internally 
the free portion of the sepals are clothed with dense simple hairs 
directed towards the tip; at the base of each lobe of the calyx there 
is a fringe of simple hairs directed towards the centre protecting 
the entrance of the cup formed by the union of the calyx lobes; 
at the base of the cup simple hairs, directed obliquely upwards 
towards the gynophore, guard the approach to the annulus or ring 
•at the base. 

The gynophore is glabrous, short, and approximately the same 
length as the corolline cup. At the base of the gynophore there 
is a pale yellowish collar or annulus (referred to above) of a gland¬ 
ular nature, and apparently functioning as a nectary. The corolline 
cup is almost equal in length to that of the gynophore. Within 
the cup are the five glabrous (apparently so at this stage of develop¬ 
ment) carpels. Af the summit of the cup the anthers are united 
into a capitate head below which are four or five distinct slits or 
‘windows’ which permit the ingress of minute insect visitors. The 
corolline cup may lose its head of anthers, split down and expose 
the stigmatic processes, or it may collapse in situ, and completely 
•cover the carpels resulting in the sterility of the overies—no fruit 
is formed in such circumstances. Thus pollination in thisj species 
is somewhat more fortuitous than those with differentiated flowers, 
rhence probably the comparatively few fruit produced by each tree. 

Fwttors.—The odour, unlike that of the species described above, 
is not evil-smelling. The flowers are visited by small Dif tera* 
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minute nectarivorous flieSi which are able to enter through the 
‘windows’. These small flies apparently play the chief rdle in 
pollination. Thysanoptera (Thrips) are also present in abundance 
and may also serve as pollinating agents. Small spiders inhabit 
the inflorescences and weave their webs among the flowers; this 
may be largely responsible for the fact that the dried flowers are 
often seen on the trees long after the flowering season is over. 

Follicles ,—^The surface of the young follicles is green; it is 
invested in a dense coating of velvet-like hairs which are glandular 
and irritant. The hairs become red, pass to tawny, and finally 
become brown. 

4 . Sterculia villosa Roxb. 

S, villosa is a very inconspicuous tree in the deciduous state, 
and at times may quite easily be mistaken of Oditia Wodier when 
bare. The lower portion of the trunk is often much knared. The 
tree often flowers when it is only a few feet high. In this species 
the racemes may be either purely male, or the sexes may be mixed, 
in which case the female flowers appear to be concentrated in the 
lower portion of the inflorescence. The main peduncles and pedi- 
cils vary from red-brown to bright scarlet. 

Male flowers ,—^The male flowers are often somewhat smaller 
than the female. The sepals are a pale yellow (biscuit) or buff 
on the lobes with scarlet or pale red centres—^the shallow cups 
formed by the union of the calyx lobes. The gynophore is strongly 
hooked with a few scattered glandular hairs on its upper half. 
The hairs are stout or somewhat flask-shaped below and each 
terminates in two to three lobules. The corolline cup is well 
demarcated. 

Female flowers .—^The female flowers are very similar to the 
males in colour, but are generally a little larger. The gynophore 
is glabrous. The corolline cup is well demarcated and has a few 
scattered, simple hairs at its base which are directed downwards. 
The anthers are small, but fertile. The five carpels are completely 
masked by a dense growth of villous hairs extending up the style,, 
except for a glabrous path on its outer curve; the hairs on the 
style are less dense than on the carpels. The style is at first straight 
booming deflexed soon after opening, thus bringing the head of 
the stigma to the level of the anthers on the margin of the corolline 
cup. The stigma is irregularly five-lobed. 

Visitors.—\ 5 nY\k% the flowers of most Stercxdias, the flowers of 
this species are agreeably sweet-scented. The narrow, bare path 
over ^e top (outer) curve of the style into the depth of the calyx 
cup sugests that it is intended as a passage for the entrance of 
visitors. Small flies, Diptera, ants, and bees (Melipona sp.) visit 
the flowers. Thysanoptera are also present. On examining the 
flowers, I have found ants and small flies moving round in the 
calyx cup in an attempt to find the path out again. The insects 
in their movements collect the pollen fallen in the cup, and from 
the anthers, and contact the stigma, thus effecting either cross or^ 
self-pollination as the case may be. 
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Follicles .—^The follicles are woody and much more boat-shaped 
than in either S. foetida or S. guttata, but like them turn scarlet 
when ripe and finally brown. 

Genus: PTERYGOTA. 

In this genus, although the flowers and fruit are very similar 
in general appearance, the style is distinctly 5-fid and the carpels 
are sessile, there being no gynophore in the female, although there 
is one in the male flowers. The gynophore in the male does not 
become hooked. The seeds are very broadly winged, 

1. Pterygota alata (Roxb.) 

The flowers of P, alata do not open wide as in the case of some 
of the Sterculias (S. foetida, for example), but remain in a half 
open condition. The normal number of calyx lobes appears to be 
six, rarely five or seven, the seventh often resulting from the 
splitting of one. The calyx lobes are divided to the base and do 
not form a cup by union as in the Sterculias —^the Flora describes 
the calyx as campanulate ! Each sepal terminates at its distal 
extremity in a distinct, somewhat wedge-shaped beak. Externally 
the sepals are clothed in a dense coating of tufts of hairs arising 
from the top of conical excresences; internally there are minute, 
scattered, stellate hairs adpressed to the surface. 

Male flowers ,—The majority of the male flowers are borne below 
the females which appear to be restricted to the top of the racemes. 
The gynophore is straight and about half the length of the sepals; 
it is never recurv'ed or hooked; it is softly pubescent from the base 
to within a short distance of the corolline cup. Within the cup 
there are five, glabrous, rudimentary carpels with the styles strongly 
refiexed. The entire flower falls soon after maturation. 

Female flowers ,—The female flowers are usually borne at the 
distal extremity of the racemes and in general structure do not 
diflcr from the males. There is no gynophore. The greater part of 
the corolline cup is masked by bundles of large anthers. The five 
carpels are densely pillose and their divisions are imperceptible. 
The style is divided into five stigmatic arms after a short distance 
of union; it is softly pubescent. The stigmas are irregularly pa¬ 
pillose and strongly recurved. 

Visitors ,—^The odour emitted by the flowers of this species is 
reminiscent of the odour emitted by the crushed leaves of Acorns 
Calamus, and is not unpleasant. Ants and bees appear to be the 
chief agents of pollination. 

Follicles ,—^The fruit is large and similar, in general external 
appearance, to that of S, foetida. The seeds are provided with a 
large oblique wing. The fruit remains on the tree till the next 
monsoon period. 


Genus: ERYTHROPSIS, 

In this genus the flowers are all hermaphrodite and the calyx 
is tubular. Another striking difference is the character of the 
follicles which are thin and papery with the seeds attached to the 
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inargins. In keeping with the great difference in the flowers there 
is a marked change in the agents of pollination as we shall see 
presently. 

1. Brythropais colorata (Roxb.) 

Flowers. —^As already noted there is no difference in the sexes 
of the flowers they are all hermaphrodite. The flowers are 
pendant, and the calyx is tubular and five-toothed. The gynophone 
is longer than the tube; it is stellately hairy. The corolline cup is 
shallow and supports on its margin the large sausage-shaped 
anthers; in its centre arise the five glabrous carpels which protrude 
beyond the cup. The stigmas are separate and each is bent back 
over its respective carpel; the stigmatic arms are somewhat lobate. 

The construction of the flower and the profuse production of 
fruit in this species intrigued me for quite a time as it is so different 
in many respects to any of the others included under the old genus 
Sterculia, The method of pollination likewise puzzled me. The 
pollinating agents were known to me, but I could not solve the 
reason for the great fecundity observed for a considerable time. 
However, after much observation and dissection, I feel I have 
arrived at a solution. I have already described the construction of 

the corolline cup and its relation to the anthers and carpels, there¬ 

fore, it only remains to explain certain details. In the freshly 
opened flowers the stigmas mature first and are exposed at the 
distal (top; bottom in the pendant position); the sausage-like 

anthers are free on their filaments and are easily brushed aside. 
At this stage the anthers are not dehesced. On dehescence the 
filaments and the walls of the anther cells contract, drawing the 
anthers up so as to form a close hood over the stigmas which by 
this time have possibly been pollinated by an early visitor. In the 
^hooded* position the anthers alone are presented to subsequent 
visitors. At the same time it must be remembered that the 

freshly dehesced anthers may in the course of hooding the carpels 
possibly shed some of their contents on the stigmas, thus there is 
a possible provision for self-pollination should cross-pollination fail. 

Visitors, —^The flowers of E. colorata are not malodourous and 
they produce a very copious amount of nectar. They appear to 
be admirably designed for pollination by nectarivorous birds, such 
as Sun-birds {Aethopyga sp. and Cinnyris spp.) and the Green- 
Bulbul (Chloropsis spp.); these birds appear to be the chief agents. 
Other birds also visit the tree when in flower, such as Drongos 
(Dicrurus)^ but I am of opinion that these birds frequent the tree 
not to feed on nectar, but on the insect visitors which in themselves 
arc nectar feeders. However, there is the possibility that ants (for 
they are often in profusion) also play the r 61 e of pollinating agents. 
Thysanoptera are also present. 

Follicles. —The follicles have been described above so I need not 
repeat. They are short-lived on the tree for from the nature of 
their texture they soon dry and are blown away after maturation by 
the high winds that are usually prevalant at the time of the year 
-when the fruit mature. 
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Note.^Tht cut ends of the branches of all the species mentioned 
above gfive out a thick clear muscilage when placed in water. 

A curious difference between the species is that two out of the 
four Sterculias have foetid flowers, and two in which the flowers 
are not malodourous. This difference may be connected with 
differences in pollinating agents, for, S. foetida and S. guttata have 
open flowers which may be visited by the larger Diptera and 
Hymenoptera than in the case of S. urens and 5. villosa. Although 
I have recorded the visits of bees for the last two species, I feel 
that minute Diptera and small ants are more suited as pollinating 
agents. I have also found the flowers visited by Aphidae, and as 
I have seen both nymphs and adults covered with pollen it is 
possible that they contribute to pollination also, however, more 
observation is required. 

In the case of Pterygota alata, as I have remarked, the flowers 
do not open wide, as in Sterculia, They are not evil-smelling 
either. Flies are not in such abundance as in the case of Sterculia 
and the chief part appears to be played by Bees and ants. A sig¬ 
nificant point is that in these flowers the gynophore is straight and 
the sepals do not open to their fullest expanse. The visitors must 
apparently force their way into the flowers. 

As I have already indicated above, the flowers of Erythropsis 
are peculiarly suited for bird pollination. 

The flowers in all three genera open in the morning and usually 
fall by evening. 


BREEDING AND DEVELOPMENT OF INDIAN FRESH¬ 
WATER AND BRACKISH-WATER FISHES. 

BY 

S. Jones, m.sc., 

Part II 

{With 2 plates.) 

{Continued from Vol. 46, p. 335.) 

Cyprlaodoatldae. 

Though the members of this family are of little value as food fishes their 
importance is great since they are the most efflcient among the Indian larvicidal 
fishes. Notes on the spawning habits and development are given by a number 
of workers and we have a fairly connected account of the life histories of 
several species. Some of these have been introduced as aquanum fishes in 
foreign countries and we have notes on the habits and life histories of the fish 
there also. 

Orysiar melastigma (McClelland).^ 

Jenkins (1910) recorded the fact that the eggs after extrusion remain attached 
to the vent till they adhe^ to some algal growth when the mother fish moves 


* Aploeheilus melastigfM McClelland. 
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about. According to Raj (1916) who has given notes on the breeding habits of 
this form at Madras with the description of a newly hatched larva and the 
changes that take place during growth, this form is a perennial breeder with an 
intensive period from September to February. Chaudhuri (1923) has recorded 
egg carrying O.melastigma from Chilka Lake. According to Chatterjee (1934) 
the hsh breeds throughout the year in tanks. Stoye (1935) gives the breeding 
temperature at 80^F. Jones (1937) has found this form breeding throughout 
the year at Adyar and Cooum in Madras and a fairly detailed account of the 
early development is given by him. The post-larval development is given by 
Job (1940). The interesting phenomenon of diapause noticed in the eggs of 
this species is given by Jones (1944)* 

Aplocheilus panchax (Hamilton).^ 

Day (1878) refers to the large-sized nature of the ova and notes are given 
on the breeding habits of the fish by Chatterjee (1934) and the foreign aquarists 
like Innes (1935), Stoye (1935)1 Mellen & Lanier (1935) and Norlund (1936). A 
detailed account on the breeding habits and development of this’ form is given 
by Job (1940) according to whom it is a perennial breeder in Bengal with a 
maximum period during the monsoon months of June, July and August. The 
metamorphosis of the larva till the attainment of adult features is also given. 

Aplochcilu.s lineatt4s (Cuv. 8: \"ol.).’ 

Willey (1910) records his discovery ol Ireshly extruded eggs of this form, 
in July and refers to the presence of threads in them. Notes are given on the 
breeding habits of this fish by Moody (1933), Mellen & Lanier (1935) and Stoje 
(^935) in the aquaria. Job (1940) figures and describes unfertilized egg and 
the larval stages. The early stages in the development of the form are do*^- 
cribed by Jones and Job (1940). This is probably a perennial breeder, 

Aplocheilus blockii (Arnold).* 

Thomas (1887) refers to the large sized nature of the eggs of this fish under 
Haplocheilus panchax. The mature egg of this is figured and described by 
Raj (1916), Mellen & Lanier (1935)1 Innes (1935) and Stoye (1935) refer to the 
breeding habits of the fish in the aquarium. Russel and Jacob (1939) say that 
the fish does not multiply effectively in small pits containing water. Job (1940) 
quotes the works done by others on the breeding and development of this fish. 

Aphanius dispar (Rfippel). 

Day (1878) refers to the large sized nature of the ova ot this fi:»h. 

Poecilitdae 

Representatives of this family of viviparous Cyprinodonts are exotic to India 
and they have been introduced for larvicidal purposes from Tropical America. 
Their life histories have been worked out in many parts of the world and only 
brief notes and the relevent references are given in this paper. 

Ganibuiia affinis holbrookii (Girard).* 

Popularly known as ‘Top Minnows’, this fish has been introduced in different 
parts successfully for anti-malarial work. Mellen & Lailier (1935) and Stoye 
(1935) give an account of the breeding of the fish with a bibliography. It 

breeds when three to five months old and spawn only in warm (about 80®) fresh 

waters and is a continuous breeder in the tropics. Eight to thirty fry are ex¬ 
pelled at a time and broods of ao to 50 may be produced at intervals of four 

to ten weeks. Gopinath (1943) gives the breeding season in Travancore as from 

April to October with the maximum in June. 


^ Panchax panchax and Haplocheilus panchax as known till recently. 

* Panchax lineatus. 

* Panchax hlockii and Pai%chax parvus. 

* Some regard (?. affinis and G. holbrookii as separate species (Mellen & 
Lanier, 1935). 
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LebisUs uUculatus (Peteci). 

Though the *Barbadoi Millions’ have been introduced twice into India this 
is probably found now only in Ceylon (Hora 81 Mukerji, 1938). The fisn begins 
to breed when nearly three months old and produces about 35 fry on an average 
in a brood. Older mothers are capable of giving forth 50 to 100. For six to 
eight months after copulation the females are able to give forth young ones 
even after separation from males. For further details and bibliography the 
works of Mellen & Lanier (1935) and Purser (1943) may be consulted. Stoye 
{1935). also gives some notes on the breeding of the fish. 

Horaichtbyldae ^ 


Horaichthys setnai Kulkarni. 

A very interesting and detailed account of the sexual dimorphism, breeding 
habits and early development of this fish is given by Kulkarni (1940) to whom 
also goes the credit for discovering this remarkable fish. The fish breeds 
throughout the year in Bombay, the peak period being July and August. The 
presence of spermatophores in the males is one of the interesting features des¬ 
cribed. The embryonic period is from 8 to 10 days. Some of the typical larval 
stages are described though it has not been possible to rear out the larvae in 
the aquarium. 


Belonldae 

The only knowledge we have on the breeding habits and development of 
forms belonging to this family is through the work of Job and Jones (1938) on 
Tylosurus strongylurus. Towards the end of November 1937 the author col¬ 
lected young Belonids of about an inch in length from the southern portion of 
Vembanad Lake, Central Travancore. 

Tylosurus strongylurus (van HaSvs). 

Eggs were collected by Job and Jones (rqjS) from the Adyar river in the 
middle of October 1937 during monsoon rains when the bar was open. The 
details of the embryonic development from the sin^e-celled stage are given 
and the early larvae are described and figured. The eggs are laid singly 
attached to the algal growth in the river by the numerous filamentous threads 
found on the egg surface. Each egg is 2.5 mm. in diameter with transparent 
yolk devoid of oil globules. The hatching takes place on the 8th day. The 
larval and post-larval development are not known. 

Hemlrhamphidae 

We have very little data regarding the spawning habits of the members of 
this family.® Bhattacharya (1917) gives a number of larval stages of HemtV- 
hamphus gaimardi (H. limhatus) and Job and Jones (1938) three older stages of 
the same. 

The author takes this opportunity to mention a serious mistake committed 
by him in a former paper (Jones, 1937) by describing the stages in the develop¬ 
ment of H. gaimardi under Panchax parvus {Apiocheilus hlockii).* Meanwhile 
a mistake committed by Bhattacharya (1917) may also be corrected here. Of 
the 13 larval stages described by him under H. gaimardi (if. limatus) the first 
four stages are of some other fish while stages from 5 to 13 are of this form. 


^ This family, named after Dr. S. L. Hora, is one of the most remarkable 
among the fishes recently discovered in India and a perusal of the account by 
Kulkarni (194a) is worthwhile. 

* A marine form, H, georgii, is described by D. W. Devanesan in Comptes 
Rendus, XI (1935), pp. 2176-81, 

* Pish was kept in water with some algae which was not carefully examined 
for any a^erlng fish eggs and next day some eggs were found which was 
incorrectly presumed to be the eggs of P. parvus, AU similar eggs found later 
on wete taken for granted to be those of the above' species. 
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Hemirhampkus gaimardi (Cuv. et Val.). 

The breeding habits and early development of this spopies at Madras are 
described under Panchax patvus {Apiocheilus hlockii) by lones (*937). It ap¬ 
pears to have an extended period of spawning the most intensive being during 
the months of August, November and February. Eggs are round measuring 
1.3 mm. in diameter and are provided with one to three long anchoring threads 
with which they are attached to water weeds. The hatching takes place usually 
on the eighth day. 

Bhattacharya (1917) has described some stages of //. gamardi, and Job and 
Jones (1938) have given three post-larval stages, older than the oldest stage 
given by Bhattacharya. 

Dermogenys hutmanicus Mukerji. 

This form is supposed to breed all round the year ‘as the young ones can 
be captured during all seasons* (Mukerji 1935). 

OpblceblMlldae 

There are a number of references regarding the breeding habits and 
development of the members of this family. Their parental care ?s well known 
and their nest, eggs and larvae are familiar even to laymen. According to 
Thomas (1870) they breed in South Canara in December and January and 
again in June and July. lihan {1924) says, ‘The breeding season of Ophiocep- 
halids in Punjab lasts from the middle of April to the end of July*. All species 
are monogamous. Eggs are laid in clear spaces among water weeds pre¬ 
pared by both the parents for the purpose. The eggs float in level with the 
surface of the water and the buoyancy of the egg is due to the presence of a 
single large oil globule occupying the greater part of the yolk. The eggs and 
fry are watched over by the parents for over a month till the young fish are 
capable of taking care of themselves. 

Channa orientalis Bloch & Schneider. 

Deraniyagala (1929) gives two localities in Ceylon from where he captured a 
mother with young, and a gravid female. 

Ophicephalus maruUus Ham. Buch. 

Thomas (1870) makes a mention of the parental care of this fish. Khan 
(1924 St 1926) has given the breeding habits and development of this form in 
Punjab. He refers to the rapidity in the growth observed as compared with 
other ^pecies of Ophicephalus, The larvae grow better in the company of 

their parents and under natural conditions than in the aquarium. He has 

given in detail the changes that take place during the larval development. The 
fry after aWut six weeks lead an independent life. Seventeen weeks old fry 
measure about xi8 mm. The mature fish grow to about 3 feet in length. 

According to Derainyaaala (1929) the breeding season in Ceylon is from. 

April to June. He has given the dates of his collections of young fry from 

certain parts of Ceylon. 

The age at which the fish attains sexual maturity is not known. 
ophicephalus striatus (Bloch). 

Thomas (1870) refers to the parental care of this fish. In Mysore Colonel 
Puckle has observed this form to breed twice every year, in June and December» 
the male constructing the nest amongst the vegetation at the edges of tanks 
(WiHey 1908). According to Willey there is an extended period of spawning in 
Ceylon before and aftey the rains. He noticed considerable disparity in the 
rate of development of" the same brood. He has subsequently (1910) given the 
nesting habits and early development of this form. According to him the lar¬ 
val development is over by 40 days and the fry after 2 months begin to hide 
in the mud and lead an independent life, 

Raj (1916) has described the early larva of O, striatus and has recorded 
some , of the important changes that take place during the larval developntent 
At Madras i year old sp^imens, measure 6 inches and 2 year old Specimens, 
over a foot. The first spawning takes place when the fish is about 2 years old. 
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Ovipoeition according to Deraniyagala (1929} takes place several times in 
Che year and he gives a number of places in Ceylon from .where the larvae were 
collected by him with the dates and the length of the specimens). 

The present writer has found the fish breeding in South Travancore, where 
it is quite common, in a remarkably intensive manner in May and June. Some 
broods were found in February after a shower. 

Ophicephalus gachua Ham. Buch. 

The breeding season is June and July in South Canara (Thomas 1870) and 
December and January in Madras (Raj 1916). Nests are probably built in 
sheltered crevices in the bank. Raj has given the description of the larvae 
from a young brood brought to him by fishermen. He could not see the large 
ocellus in the dorsal fin mentiontd by Day (1878). Khan (1924) has given a 
very interesting account of the actual spawning habit of this foim. Dcrani- 
yagala (1929) lists two larval collections he made from two localities in 
Ceylon. The present writer has collected very young larvae cf this fish from 
some of the hill streams in Travancore during the months of April and May. 

Ophicephalus punctatus Bloch. 

Day (1878) records about 4,700 large eggs in a specimen he examined in 
February. Willey (1908) has collected young specimens in Ceylon in April and 

May. Raj (1916) has described the breeding habits and development of this 

form. According to him it breeds twice in the year about January and Feb-* 
ruary and again in July and August. The embryonic development of both 

O. punctatus and O. striaius is similar. The larval development is more rapid 

than in O, striatus. The larva of both the species can be distinguished by 
their characteristic larval coloration. The parental care is continued till the^ 
larval colours are lost. Deraniyagala (1929) mentions a number of places in 
Ceylon from where he obtained striped fry of this form with the corresponding, 
dates. The writer has seen a large number of the broods of this fish in 
August and September at Saidapet, Madras. 

Polyacaotbldae 

Polyacanthus signatus Gunther. 

Deraniyagala (1929) records the collection of ovigerous females of Polyacan¬ 
thus signatus Gunther in Ceylon. 

Otphroaeaiidae 

We have accounts of the breeding habits of a number of fishes belonging, 
to this family. The Osphromenids appear to be perennial breeders under ideal 
conditions. The nesting habits and parental care of these fishes are very in¬ 
teresting. Most of these are bubble nest builders except the Gourami {Osph- 
ronemus goramy) which builds a nest like that of a bird with water plants. 

During mating time the sexually mature ones especially the males are 
adorned with beautiful coloration and play about, chasing one another. The 
male in the case of the bubble nest builders takes in atmospheric air and blows 
them out in the form of mucus-coated bubbles. These accumulate in one place 
in the shape of a circular dome. The female is attracted close to the nest by 
the amorous movements of the male after the completion of the nest. Then 

the vents of both the fish are brought into close apposition by the male coiling 

round the female and during this act the ova escape from the female which 
gets immediately fertilized by the milt produced simultaneously by the male. 
The fertilized eggs are transferred by the male to the nest of froth. This is 
repeated a number of times till oviposition is complete after which the female 
leaves the nest and the male remains in charge of it until hatching. The 
longevity of the air bubbles depends on the quantity of mucus contained and 
fresh bubbles are produced in the place of those that burst. The embryonic 
development of the eggs is over by three days and the’ young remain under 

the parental care for about a week after which they are able to swim about 

and lead an independent existence. Stoye (1935) gives general notes on the 
breeding of the bubble nest builders. 
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Osphronemus goramy Lacepede.* 

The breeding habits under aquarium conditions recorded for this hsh by 
Carbounier (X877) Paris and by Gilbert (1904) in India are not actually m 
this fish as evident from the reports of later workers (Jones 1939 & Amrita- 
lingam 1939). Jordan (1905), Raj (1931), Roxas .and Uinali (1936), and Kul> 
karni (1943) bird-like nest made of water weeds. American 

aquarists so recently as in 1935 (Innes. 1935, Melien & Lanier 1935 and 
Stoye 1935) refer to this fish as bubble-nest builWs probably following the mis¬ 
taken identity and description of former workers. 

Regarding the work done in India Willey (1911) gives some notes on the 
larvae from Ceylon. Some notes on the breeding season are given by Raj 
(1916) and he has again made mention of the breeding season and nesting 
habits in some of the Administration Reports of the Madras Fisheries Depart¬ 
ment (1931-1939)—^Kulkarni (1943) has recently given a fairly detailed account 
of that breeding habits and early development of this fish under Indian conditions. 
It breeds throughout the year in Bombay except during the monsoon from 
June to September. The nest is large and like that of a bird and is composed 
of water plants into which the lemon yellow eggs measuring from 2.2 to 2.4 
mm. in diameter numbering about 2^000 are laid in batches. These hatch out 
in 10 to 15.days time according to the climate and the newly hatched larvae 
float with their yolk sac up due to the presence of a large oil globule. They 
are able to swim about by the fifth day. Stoye (op. cit.) says that the fish 
-begins to breed in the 2nd year when it is about 5 inches long. 

Trichogaster trichopterus (Pallas). 

^ Baake (1930) ^ves notes on the breeding of this fish in the aquarium. 
Innes (1935) merely mentions that this fish is a bubble-nest builder and Mell^ 
A Lanier (1935) say that the breeding habits are as in the case of CoUsa lalta. 

Macfopodus cupanus (Cuv, et Val.).* 

According to Thomas (1870) the fish breeds in May and June. The breeding 
habits and early development have been worked out by Jones (1940). The 
nesting habits and parental rare are just as in Colisa fasciata. Probably it is 
a perennial breeder and eggs have been collected from tanks near Trivandrum 
during the months of January, February, April, May, July, September and 
October. Breeding is intensive during the pre-monsoon rains and in the inter¬ 
vals of bright sunshine between heavy rains. It makes a floating nest of air 
bubbles of about 2 in. diameter anchored to stalks of grasses and water plants 
in small Clear spaces. The eggs are buoyant due to the attached air bubbles. 
Each egg is about 0.9 mm. in diameter and the surface is thrown into folds 
and ridges. Hatching takes place on the third day. Mouth and gill slits are 
develops on the 2nd day. Yolk is completely absorbed by the fifth day after 
which diey lead an Independent existence. There are about seven or eight trans¬ 
verse ban^ in the trunk in the young larva. The most interesting feature is 
the presence of cement glands (adhesive organs) in the early larvae. Melien 
A Lanier (1935) say that the deeding habits of this fish is the same as in the 
Paradise Fish, Macropodus opercularist though it is not so prolific as that. Innes 
(1935) refers to M. cupanus dayi (Koehler), which is evidently a variety of this 
fish, as breeding at 75®—8o*F„ in the aquarium, and Stoye (193$) says that 
it is a very hardy and prolific fish breeding at 75* F. 

, * Colisa fasciata (Bloch & Schn.). 

A graphic account of the mating, nest building and parental care is given 
by Carbounier (1876), He made his observations under aquarium conditions 
in Paris where the temperature of the water was kept at 23-25*0. The same 


* Syn. Osphronemus olfax Cuv. & Val. For a more complete list of refer¬ 
ences on the breeding habits and development of this fii^ in foreign countries 
the papers of Jones (1939) and Kulkarni (1943) nxay be referred to. 

* Polyacanthus cupmms of Tauna of British India, Fishes* by Day. The 
bree^ng habits of Macropodus operculans is as in this form (Boulenger, 1932). 

* Colisa vulgaris Cuv. 6 Val. 
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is recorded to have spawned in t*he sunutiet of 1875, oach tinio producing 
about 150 eggs. Innes (1935) referring to the breeding habits says that tile 
bubbles are not so dense, as in the other forms but scattered. He is not aware 
of the work of Cai'bounier (1876) and thinks that his account is the first 
record on the breeding habits of this fish. The eggs hatch at 78“F. in two 
days. Mellen 9 i Lanier (1935) says that the breeding habits of this is same as 
in the Dwarf Gourami, Colisa lalia, C, fasciata breeds in April and May in the 
Punjab (Khan 1938). 

Colisa ltdia (Ham. Buch.) 

This* is a bubble-nest builder and accounts of the breeding habits are given 
by Ixines (1935) and Mellen & Lanier (1935). According to innes (Op. cit.) 
bitfe of plants are also incorporated into the nest which the female also helps 
to build. He gives the distinguishing characters of the male and gives 80®F. 
as the breeding temperature. Mellen & Lanier (op. cit.) say that it breeds 
several times during summer at 75 ®F. and gives the diameter of the nest as 
five or six inches ‘which the male guards with a jealousy that may prove 
fatal to the female if she is left in the breeding tank*. 

Colisa labiosa (Day)“. 

Innes (1935) gives the breeding temperature in the aquarium at 80“F. and 
says that the eggs which arc glass clear float up to the nest. Mellen & Lanier 
(1935) say that the breeding habits are the same ns those of C. lalia. 

Betia splendens Regan. 

, This is an exotic species introduced ifito India as an aquarium fish. There 
.ire two varieties of this pugnacious creature, the Siamese fighting fish and 
ilie Cambodia fighting fish. There is no record of the breeding habits in 
India of B, splendens. This is also a bubble-nest builder and the breeding 
habits are given by Waite (1904), Chute {1935), Innes (1935) and Mellen & 
I-anier (1935) and .Stoye (1935). The account of the courtship and nuptials given by 
Mellen & Lanier (op. cit.) is graphic such as- ‘The female, treated like a child \vhich 
may W’atch Santa Claus trim the tree but must not touch the contraptions, 
peakes out at her lord and master from some hiding place among the plants 
until he dons the most gorgeous coat for her admiring eye and invites her 
to view his masterpiece—the cradle^ he has built for her ofifspring which he 
proposes to sire’. From 200 to 350* CggS^ are laid and these hatch out in two 
days. The paternal parental care continues till" the young ones are able to 
s^^im about and take care of themselves. The spawning temperature is 80® F. 
and at higher leniperatures the fish breeds more frequently whereas at lower 
tt-mperatures less often. 

' Anabaiitldtc 

it 

.hiaba.^ tesiudineus (Bloch). 

According to Day (1878-88) the brecnling season extends from May to* July. 
Willey (1911) obtained-a gravid female late in January in Ceylon. (iq;^) 

has given notes on the young fry and early development. According to him 
the young of this species grow rapidly though Wiltey (*9**) records a much 
slower growth. According to Deraniyagala (1929) the nsh breeds more than 
once. Ho describes the eggs and records the dates of collection of young fish 
in Ceylon. Innes (1935) says that it does not make a bubbje-nest; but the 
eggs float at the water surface. Mellen & Lanier (1935) and Stoye (1935) also 
refer to the floating naturt of the eggs which hatch In two or three da}». 

MvlWiae 

Mugil sp^, 

Devanesan and Chacko (1943) have successfully reared marine mullets in 
freshwater by transferring the young fry. The change from the salt water 
t€K the fresh water may have to be done gra|d^glly. 

. -. L . ....-.-- " -J— 

. • Tfichogastif lab$asa» The breeding habits by Carbounier (1877) as 

that of the Gourami are probably of this fish (Jones,' ^939)." 

* The species is not given. 
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MytMildae 

Polynsmus patadheus Linn. 

According to' Day (1878) this form' enters jriv^ers Cqr bjrtedtng purposes" and 
gen^fally during the ’S.W., monsoon and the^ cold .i^onths.. 

AflibfttaMie 

AmbaSs^is ranga (Ham. Bucli.). 

Day (1878) gives the distinguishing characters of the young of this form. 
Raj (1916) gives the breeding time as during the rainy season, sometimes ns 
early as in March. Mr. Job has shown me young specimens of this form he 
collected from Adyar (Madras) in March 1938. He .'(Job, 1941) has referred 
to the breeding habits recorded by other workers .Jh his account of the food 
and feeding habits of the glass fishes. ^ 

^A'mhassis miops Gunther. 

,Ra/ (1916) records the presence of the fry of this species in river Choiim in 
November and December and describes .and figui'es them. 

Amhassis lala (Ham. Buch.). 

Baake (1930) gives notes on thp spawning of this fish in the aquarium in 
his account of the rearing of this fish. Innes (1935), Mellen & Lanier (1935) 
and Stoye (1935) describe the breeding habits of the fish in the aquarium. 
The males are more brightly coloured than the females. Lggs are minute and 
transparent and are laid on finely divided plants in the bottom of the aquarium. 
About 40 eggs are laid at a time in batches of four to eight and it takes froin 
24 to 36 hours for them to hatch. The spawning temperature is about 82®!'. 
and the fry cling to the plants or to the sides of the aquarium for about two 
days, which evidently shows the presence of cement glands in them. 

Amhassis mma (Ham. Buch.). 

This fish breeds in April and May in the Punjab (Khan 1938). 

UtMae 

Lates calcarifer (Bloch). 

The breeding season of this fish is said to extend from Jainiar\ to March 
in the brackish water area (Raj 10x6). 

Tbefipneidae 

The fry of the rubbers of this family are known (0 migrate to brackish 
water areas and undergo development there. 

THtrapon jarhua (Forskal). 

Rao (1934) has made a statistical study c»f the growth of this form at 
Madras. The first yearlings live in the bfackish w^aters of Cooum and Adyar 
and the second in the open sea where they attain sexual maturity. 

Therapon therapos Cuv. et Val, 

Day (1878) gives a description of the young of this fish. 

Relates quddriUneatus (Bloch). 

Day (1878) gives the larval .coloration of this form. 

Silisfliidic 

SUlago sthama (Forskal). 

Chaudhurl (1923) when describing the fish of the Chilka Lake says that 
tlie breeding season is probably about the month of February and that the 
fish goes out to the sea or near the mouth of the lake to hu'eed. 

Natditfae 

Nandus nandus (Ham. Buch.). 

Hiimilton Buchanan (*1822) says the fish breeds in’ January and February. 
According to Thomas (1870)’the breeding season is in May and June when ^the 
fishrHbuiids nests among rushes at the margin of the water, depdsit.s e^s*^Jn 
them and keeps guard over them:. Stc^e <1935) says that the tenjperature 
r(*quired is from 70® to 
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Biiidis hoMs (Ham. Buch.). ^ 

limes (1935) and Stoye (1935) give the spawning habit [ of'this specjes and 
refer fo me parental care of the male ilsh who guards and Wates/tne eggs/ 
which are laid attached to empty shells and flower pots and protects the young' 
for a short period. Mellen & Lanier (1935) also give notes on the breeding 
habits of the fish. The optimum temperature is 7S*F. and the embryonic 
periotl is about 3 days. 


Toxotes dkataftus (Ham. Buch.). 

Day’ (1878) gives ^the coloration of the young of this form. . 

Scataphagidae 

Sc4jitophtif*us argus (Gmel. Linn.). 

This is a marine and estuarine form entering backwaters and rivers. Day 
(1878) describes the characters of the young of the fish. . , • 

achfidae 

The breeding habits and development of the two familiar representatives of 
this family in India viz.^Etroplus suratensis and E, maculatus have been worked 
out by many and (as a result of which) we have at present a connected account 
of their life histories. The parental care characteristic in the family is found 
here also. 

Etroplus suratensis (Bloch). 

Day (1872) has referred to the coloration in the very young fish. ‘Thomas 
(1870) has reported that the fish breeds twice a year in South Canara, in May 
and June and again in December and January. Willey (1911) gave notes on 
the nesting habits of this form in Ceylon where the fish is believed to breed 
*from the middle of February to the middle of April and again al>out November*. 
Raj (1916) had recorded this fish to breed in April and May in Madras. 

The most important w^ork is that of Panikkar (1920) wherein he gives ^ a 
brief life history of the form. According to him in Travancore the feh be¬ 
comes sexually mature in the second year of its life and breeds twice a year, 
in May to June and again from November to February with a maximum 
spawning period in January. The observ’ations of Panikkitr go to show that 
the males play a greater part in the preparation of the nest for the deposition 
of the eggs, and of the pits for the transference of the larvae, whereas the 
actual work of oral transference is devolved more on the female. The parental 
care extends for a period of about 2 months. In a supplementary note by him 
(Panikkar 1924) he has recorded the capacity of the parents to breed twice 
eveiy consecutive month if the spawn is removed immediately after deposition. 

Jones (1937) has given notes on the spawning and development of this form 
at Madras with figures of some of the early stages. They were found to 
breed at Adyar in an intensive manner in July and August just after a few 
showers and before the opening of the bar. Eggs are oval and measure 2 
mm, X I mm. and are laid attached to the sides of stones and other hard 
objects. They hatch out on the 4th day and are provided with cement glands. 
Both the eggs and larvae are assiduously watched by the parents. The papers 
mentioned may be referred to for details. 

Etroplus maculatus (Bloch). 

The breeding season, parental care and development are similar to that 
in E, suratensis. Jerdon (1848) first recorded the parental care of this form 
under the name E. corucki. Notes in greater detail on the breeding habits and 
early larvae were given by Raj (1916) and supplemented later by Panikkar. 
(19^ according to whom ihe fish attains sexual maturity at the close of the 
first year of its growth. Notes on the ^breeding of this fish in the aquarium 
is given by Baake (1929). A detailed account of the embryonic and early lar¬ 
val development is given by Jones (1937) origin and development 

of the cement glands found in the earty larvae (Jones 1937 a). • He has ob- 
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served this form to breed in August and September ia the' brackish*^ water area 
at Adyar (Madras) and in, May and June in Travancore, where the. breeding 
period appears to be extended. Mellen & X&nier (1935) and Stoye (1935) 
brief notes on the breeding of this form in the aquarium. There is a recent 
account of the breeding habit of the fish in the aquarium by Rice (1943). 

Qebiidae 

The spawning habits and early si ages of a number of gobies mostly from 
Madras are known. Eggs are usually laid in small holes and in creVices be¬ 
tween stones etc., and among dense algal growth. Jin the battbingitlme the 
male fish remains close to the egg mass guarding it and aerating it. The 
female leaves the nest soon after ovlposition. 

Gobius ostericola Chaudhuri. 

Bhattacharya (1917) has described some embryonic stages of this form from 
the Chilka Lake collection. Their age is not known as the descriptions are 
from preserved materials. The specimens were collected from the oyster beds 
of Manikpatna in the outer channel of the Chilka Lake in the first week of 
December 19x4. The water at that place was then almost fresh* owing to the 
floods at the close of the monsoon, though later on in the dry season !h<* water 
becomes as saline as in the Bay of Bengal. 

Ojeyuridtthys striatus (Day). 

According to Raj (1916) this specks breeds from October to Novemljer in 
Madras. He gives the figures of eggs obtained by Mr. Wilson of the Madras 
Fisheries Department. 

Ctenogobius acutipimiis (Cuv, et Val.). 

Raj (1916) says this form breeds about February when the females were 
found to contain ova. 

Qlossogohius giuris (Ham. Buch.). 

Willey (1911) has described the eggs and embryos of this form in Ceylon. 
Eggs were collected in the months of May, June and July, 'file hretding 
habits of this form in Madras with notes on die cmbryt;s and early larvae ‘ 
are given by Raj (1916). The .spawning season here is from October to pe- 
cember. Mr. M. D. Paul has shown the writer eggs that he collectt^d from 
tha bank of a river (Thampravarni) in Tinnevelly in May 1936 with the male 
fish that was guarding them. He has said that the breeding season there is 
just after the recedence of the floods \vhen the male fish can he cxjuglit in 
large numbers from holes in the banks while guarding the eggs. This fact 
is known to the local people and, some t.iking .advantage of this parentid 
solicitude, search for them insfde submerged holes a typical example of ’ 
ignorant and wasteful destruction. 

Acentrogohius neilli (Day). ^ 

Raj (1916) remarks that this form is a perennial spawner with an intensive 
period about May and April. Aiyar (1935) kas artificially fertilized the eggs. 
and w-orked out in detail the early development. The e^s which are honey 
coloured measure only 0.4 mm. at the time of ovlposition; but the egg mem-, 
brane swells up to 1.2 mm. in about 15 minutes. Hatching takes place on 
the 4th day. 

This is the most abundant goby in Madras and artificial fertilization ex¬ 
periments can be conducted successfully practically throughout the year though 
the most convenient time is just before the regular monsoon rains* It breads 
both in fre^ and brackish water and eggs have been collected by the present 
writer from between stones, algae, folds of poper, tiles and rotting leayes* 
and timber. ; 

I f 

Acentrogohius ’ viridipimetatu^ (Day). 

A detailed.account of e^-laying habits and early development of this form 
is* given by . Jones (1937)* This is. a perennial breeder at Adyar, Madras, and, 
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eggs are generally found inside oyster shells and other narrow sfiaces with the 
male 0 if)h guarding them. Eggs are slighty larger than those of A, neilU; but 
the development is similar* The presence of true external gills in the em¬ 
bryonic stage is the most interesting feature seen (Jones 1939) as it is the 
first time a similar structure is recorded in a Teleostean. 

Pertophthalnldae 

Pefiophtholmus cantonensis pear si Eggert. 

Pearse (1932) when dealing with the ecology of the Matla River says that 
in July he saw males with their dorsal fins erect chasing females about the 
fiats. Probably this is a form of courtship. 

Boleophthalmus hoddaerii (Pallas). 

Jones (1937) able to artificially fertilize the eggs and note their develop¬ 
ment during the early embryonic stages after which all of them died. 

Blenaldae ^ 

Petrosdrtes bhattacharyac Chaudhurl. 

We have some Icnowledge of the eggs and young stages of this brackish 
water form. Bhattachaiya (1917) has three young stages from the Chilka 
Lake. Jones (1937) has recorded its spawning habits and early development 
from Adyar, Madras. Eggs which are pink and dome-shaped, measuring 0.80 mm. 
in diameter, number about 900 and are laid in narrow spaces between 
stones and empty shells and the male keeps guard aerating them as in the 
case of the gobies. It takes from 12 to 15 days for the eggs to hatch and 
there is no parental care during the larval stage. 

Concluding remark.s. 

The incompleteness of our knowledge of the breeding and 
development of Indian fishes will be e\"ident from the account given 
above. India beUng a large country' with different climatic condi¬ 
tions the breeding season as well as the rate of developrnent would 
necessarily vary as these depend to a very great extent on rajn 
and temperature besides other related factors. This makes it 
imperative that the subject will have to be studied in all its various 
aspects paying due regard to the different physical and climatic 
conditions of the country. 

A fact that must be borne in mind is that the mere presence 
of gravid females can never be taken as a true criterion for judg¬ 
ing the exact breeding season. Though it may show that the fish 
is ready to spawn it need not necessarUy follow that the fish should 
spawn immediately unless conditions are suitable for it. The mere 
superficial ripeness of the ova will not bring in the necessary sexual 
activity except perhaps in the case of the perennial breeders. Fer- 
tilizable eggs in the pvary and the presence of developing embryos 
and young fry in the waters inhabited by the fishes alone should 
as far as possible be taken as the proper criteria for judging the 
exact breeding period. 

Most of the work done on the breeding and development of 
Indian fresh water fishes (Indian) has been done in South India 
and Ceylon, Madras deserving the place of honour. With the 
data available at present it is neither possible nor desirable (even 


^ For a recent account on the development of blennles with comparative 
notes see S.S. Hilderbrand & L.E. Cables, ‘Further notes on the development 
and life history of some teleosts at Beaufort*, BidL Bur. Fish*; U.S.A., No. 24, 
* 93 ^* . 
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should it be possible) to forip conckisians. This can yak till th 6 
accumulation of nio?e data concitision that we arrive at 

can only be^tehtatiye, and alterable in the li^t of further investiga- 
tion. 

India is far behind many, other countries in aquarium keeping. 
While a number of beautiful hshes live unappreciated near us they 
are transported at great cost to foreign countries where they* are 
valued and admired much. Fish is not exclusively a culinary 
article, but it is an object of beauty also. Aquarium keeping 
brings in its wake a desire to study the life history and habits of 
fishes and therefore it is n^ssary that every effort should be 
made to create a real interest in this hobby among those who 
could afford to take it up. 

Life history studies form one of the most important branches 
of fisheries research and it is unfortunate that in India the prob¬ 
lem has not received the attention it deserv^es. It is the im¬ 
provement of the inland’ fisheries that, should first of all engage 
our attention Under existing conditions an increased catch of 
marine, fish will not improve to any appreciable extent the supply 
of fresh fish in the interior of the country in view of the transport 
difficulties. Unlike the conditions in the cold countries, putrifica- 
tion sets in very rapidly under tropical conilitions, unless controlled 
mechanically with the aid of cold storage systems etc. which will 
be possible only in the large Indian towns connected by railways 
and other suitable’ transport facilities. A great disadvantage with 
thts armngement is th^t it makes the fish expensive and bey6nd 
the reach of the average Indian consumer- It neieds no explana¬ 
tion to bring home the fact that it is by the improvement of the 
inland' fisheries that we can increase the production of fish in the 
different parts of the country without substantially increasing the 
price of the commodity. It may be said here at the same time 
that the limitation of expansion in the case of the Inland fisheries 
are more than that of the marine fisheries even Where in spite of 
the expans^veness of the water-s and improvement of gear the cat¬ 
ches remain more or less static after reaching a certain peak level 
if judicially controlled by international regulations; and would'show 
sighs of depletion if .subjected to over fishing (Russel 1942)*. .Though 
it may not be possible to meet all the demand for fish in this coUntry 
by the development of the inland fisheries it would certaiihly be 
possible to augment the present supply to a great extent and thus 
derive the maximum benefit from'the available resources. This 
does not however mean that the author is against the improvement 
of the marine fisheries. In the latter case we should first concent¬ 
rate our attention on proper preservation and curing of the caugbt 
fish and quick transportation of it to. the consuming centres' so as 
to’avoid any unnecessary waste as usually happens during the Ash¬ 
ing season. ' ’ 

' ‘I>r. Worthington (tg43) while making a”^ spirited plea for the 
ideVeHopment, of the 'fresh w:ater. fisheries in the British Colonial 

* ‘Trawling and the stocks of Fish\ Nature» vol. 151, p. $2^^ 
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Empire ppint;^ out that compared to tlie marine fisheries the, fresh¬ 
water fishery problem has received only casual attention at the 
bands of scientists as well as the Govcfnm<ent. Though he speaks 
mainly of the possibilities of research and expansion of the inland 
fisheries of Africa the condition is equally applicable to India where 
though such large natural lakes as found in that continent are 
absent we have a good number of rivers, canals, tanks and artificial 
lakes offering immense possibilities of expansion in pisciculture. 
The Central Government advised by scientific bodies would certainly 
be doing a great service to the people by initiating work in this 
direction. 

It may not be ^nit of place here to indicate a suggestion for 
future work. As stated before, considering the magnitude of the 
work that remains to be done one can say without hesitation that 
we have not even touched the fringe of the problem. 'It is" highly 
necessary that this work should be taken as an all India problem 
and itensive work should be done under a definite scheme for a 
certain period in a number of suitable centres in India with the 
co-operation of the Provincial Governments and of the important 
Indian States^ With the scientific ilata thus obtained we can 
proceed without much diffidence to adopt the necessary legislative 
measures to improve our fisheries, as the data we .have at present 
are too scanty to serve any direct application. Meanwhile it will 
considerably add to our knowledge if all those interested in fish life 
will record their observations however short and insignificant they 
seem to be, in any of the scientific journals in India. As Willey 
(1908, p. 144) says, *A knowledge of the breeding and swdrming 
habits and periods of marine, estuarine and freshwater fishes must 
form the basis of intelligent action in regard to fish preservation 
and culture*. With the fervent hope that this paper will at least 
to some extent serve the purpose it is intended for, the author will 
conclude with the following remark of Dr. Stanley Kemp®. *If 
there is one lesson to be learned from the history of Fisheries 
Research—one that cApnot be too strongly stressed—it is that the 
opportunity of dealing effectively with a fishery problemi will be 
generally lost unless its basic knowledge has been obtained in ad¬ 
vance and is ready for application*. 
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APPENDIX. 

Since communicating the above for publication Oarly in 19^ several articles 
on the suibject haVe been published by various workers.' These along with' wme 
old refei^cea that escaped the author’s notice earlier are given below. The 
idea of giving brief extracts as before has been given up since the recent publi¬ 
cations mte available without difficulty in original for consultation. 

Two plates containing figures of eggs and early larvae of some of our common 
freshwater h^es whose breeding and development are known are also given for 
reference. 


ExI*L\X\T10N of Pl.ATtS. 

, . Plate I. , . 

FitJ. I. — Etfo^lus maculatus (Bloch). One celled stage 30 minutes after fertili¬ 
sation. (X40). ’ 

Fig, 2.— Etroplus maculatus (Blotli). 48 hours old. (X40). 

Fig. 3.— Etroplus suraiensis (Bloch). Newly hatched larva. (X27). 

Fig. 4.— Garra ceylonensis ceylouensis (Bleeker). Ripe unftM*tiJised egg. (Xi6). 

Fig. 5.— Garra ceylonensis ceylonensis (Bleeker). Embrye about hours* 
old. (Xx6). 

Fig. 6.— Garra ceylonensis ceylonensis (Bleeker). Newly hatchetl larva. (X20). 

Fig. 7.— Petroscirtes hhattacharyae (Chaudhuri), Egg first day. (X70). 

Fig. 8.— Petroscirtes hhattacharyae (Chaudhuri). Larva 2nd day. (X40}. 

Fig. 9.— Macropodus cupanus (Cuv. & Val.). Egg about 6 hours old show¬ 
ing the blastoderm above and the yolk s;ic below. (X40). 

Fig. 10. — Macropodus cupanus (Cun. & Va!.). Larva about 12 hours after 
hatching. (X30). 

Fig. II. — Acentrogohius viridipunctatus (Day). Embrj^o 36 hours old within 
the distended egg-membrane. (Xf;4)» 

Fig. t2.— Acentrogohius viridipunctatus (Day). Newly hatched larva with the 
shrunken external gills behind the lower jaw. (X40). 

Plnte II. ^ 

Fig. I. — Ophicephaliis striatus (Bloch). Freshly laid egg. (Xi8). 

Fig. 2.— OphicephaUts striatus (Bloch). Newly hatched Uirva. (X24). 

3*— Danio malabaricus (jerdon). Egg showing blastoderm. {X35). 

Fig. 4.— Danio malabaricus (Jerdop). Newly hatched Jarv’a. (X35)* 

Fig. $,—Osphrone%nus goramy (Laceptnle). Embryo 13 hours after fertili¬ 
sation of egg. 

Fig. 6.— Osphronemus goramy (Lacepede). Newly batched larva. (x8). 

Fig. y.^Horaichthys setnai (Kulkarni). Embryo on the 4th day (Diagra- 
matic without anchoring threads). 

Fig. 8.— Horaiefithys setnai (Kulkarni). Newly hatched larva. (X20). 

Fig. 9.— Mastacemhelus pancaJus (Hamilton). Embryo 12 hours after fertili¬ 
sation. (X22). 

Fig. 10.— Mastacemhelus pancalus (Hamilton). Newly hatched larva. (X24). 

Fig. II. — Cirrhina mrigala (Hamilton). Fourteen hours stage. (Xio). 

Fig. 12.— Cirrhina mrigala (Hamilton). Larva 9 hours after hatching. 

Fig. 13.— Orysias meJastigma (McClelland). Egg on the first day showing 
the blastoderm. (X54). 

Fig. 24.— Oryzias melastigma (McClelland). Newly hatched larva. (X24). 
(Figures i, 2, 3, 4, and 13 after the author, figs 5 and 6 after Bimachar and 
others, figs 7 and 8 after Kulkarni, figs 9, 10 and after Job and figs 11 and 
12 after Khan). 

Refekencrs. 

Ahrpad, N.—*On the occurrence of late eggs in Salmo fario Linnaeus’. Proc, 
2 ^th Ind: Set. Cong. HI, 1942, p. 159. 

Ahmad,. N.^*On tjie spawning habits and development of the socaljed' fresh¬ 
water shark, Wallagonia attu (Bloch & 5 ^hneidcr). Proc, Nat. Jnst, Sci. ind. 
X, 2, 1944, pp. 193 -» 99 - 
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/'Ahmad, N.—‘The spawning habits and early stages in the development of 
the C^tp) Labeo gonius (Hamilton) with hints for distinguishing 'eggs, embiyos 
and ‘ larvae of Labeo gonius, Cirrhina ntrigala .'and If’aliagonia' aitu. * Proc, Nai, 
Acad^ Sci, Jnd., X, 3, 1944, PP- 343 - 354 - 

Bhaskaran, V. K.—‘Bionomics and lifehisstory of Etroplus snratensis (Bloch) 
with special reference to stocking tanks*. Proc, 3$rd Ind, Sci, Cong,, HI, 7, 
p. ra. 

Bh^ttacharya, R.—^“On the lifehistory of Ophicephdlus striaius (Bloch)’^ Proc, 
SSrd Ind, Sci, Cong,, III, 7, p. 13. 

Bimachar, B. S. David, A. & Muniappa, B.—‘Observations on the acclimiti- 
sation, nesting habits and early development of Osphrottemus goratni (Lecepede)’. 
Proc: Ind, Acad, Sci., XX, 1944, PP* ^lox. 

Bimachar, B. S. & David, A.—^‘On the external gills in the loach, Lepid&- 
c'Cpkalus fhermalis (C.V,)*. .Curr, Sci., XIV, 3, 1945, p. 74. 

Chacko, P. T.—*A note on carp spawning in the Godavari and Kistna (Mad¬ 
ras)*. Proc. Ind, Sci. Cong., Ill, 7, p. 12. 

Chacko, P. I. & Venkataraman, R. S.—‘On the bionomics of the Baril 
{Harilius bendeUsis (Hamilton))*. Journ. Bomb. Sat. Hist. SOr. XLV, 3, 1945, 
PP: 438-439- 

l>as, B. B.—‘On the prcKess of development of Kohita, Catla and Cirrihtui 
mrigala in confined waters of Bengal*. Proc. Ind. Assoc. Cult. Set., Calcutta 3. 

Das B. K.—^‘Further obsen-ations on the ecology, bionomics and early develop¬ 
ment of the semiterrestrial symbranchoid eel, .imphipnous cuchia (Ham. Buch.) 
the Cuchia eel of India* Proc. 33rd Ind. Sci, Cong., Ill, 7, p. ii. 

Ghosh, A. C. Si Ghosh, .S. N.—‘Notes on carp breeding and culture in con¬ 
fined waters of Bengal and Bihar*. Dept. Fisheries Bulletin So. 1*8, Bengal 
Secretariat Press, 1922. 

Hora, S. L .—‘Economics of Carp culture*, hid. Fapm., \\ 5, 1944, pp. 
20S-207. 

Hora, S. L.—‘Hatchery pits, niirsing ponds and feeding pits'. Ibid, IV, 
i 94 S» PP- 508-509- 

Hosatni, V. H. & Kahlmullah, M.—‘Early developmental sfagt^s of OphicephaJus 
punctatus Bl*. Proc. ■t^rd Ind. Sci. Cong.I III, 7, p. 11. 

Jones, S.—‘Lite history studies on Indian fishes; (i) Rasbora dariiconius 
(Hamilton)*. In press. 

Khan, H.—'Habits and habitats of the food fishe-!, of th»- Punjab*. Journ., 
Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., XXXVll, 1934, pp. 057-662. 

Khan, H.—‘Punjab Search for ‘test tube’ Trout—Stocking of Kangra and 
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Khan, H.—‘Spawning of Carps and their spawning grounds in the Punjab*. 
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* Some letterings in certain figures in this article evidently needs alteration. 

' @ U I? said in .this note that ‘It is common for the parents to foHow these 
s^liools tiK the fry attain the si^e pf about 2,5 cm*. I have seen both adults 
and very young lan^ae of this Ush irr pools in hill-streams living quite indepen- 
dpa^ly without any evidence of parental solicitude. 
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THE WILD ASS OF KUTCH. 

BY ' 

SXuM Ali. 

{With 2 plates). 

Apparently little is on record concerning the taxonomy and 
bionomics of the wild ass that inhabits the Little Rann of Kutch. 
Mr. R. 1 . Pocock, who is revi.sing the Mammalia volumes in the 
Fauna of British India series, found difficulty in assigning the 
precise relationship of this species to the Wild Asses of Baluchistan 
and Persia owing to the lack of suitable material in the British 
Museum for a critical examination. He asked the Society if they 
could obtain fresh specimens for the purpose. His Highness 
Maharao Shri Vijayarajji, whose patronage of Natural Histor}’^ is 
so well known, offered with his accustomed generosity to provide 
all facilities to any expedition the Society might send up to investi¬ 
gate the life history of the wild ass in his territory. The following 
notes, scrappy as they are, were made during my short camp on 
Pong Bfit in the Little Rann of Kutch between 24 February and 
3 ^b^rch 1946, principally in order to procure the desired speci¬ 
mens. They are partly from personal observation, but largely from 
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a sifting of local evidence which, on the whole, 1 considered to be 
trustworthy. 

Jffubitat and Locality Factors. —Pung Bet (lat. 23®3o’N 
the headquarters of the Kutch Wild Ass as it may be called, is an 
irregular shaped flat, sandy, grass-corv^ered ‘island’ in the Little 
Rann, about 8 miles long* (NE-SW) and 2 miles at its widest part. 
It lies i8-2o miles WSW of Adesar in Kutch. Other similar h^ts 
or islands in the neighbourhood are: Dhutari Mata (in RSdhanpur 
territory), Suntalpur, Shedwa, Merdhak, Kesmari, and a number of 
smaller ones. All these are within the present range and habitation 
of the wild ^ss, roughly between lat. 23®7’N and 23"*45’Nx72* to 
72‘’42’E. They are included in an area of about 40 miles by 20, 
or 800 square miles. The bets actually are the gradual accumula¬ 
tions of sand and silt brought down by the Bands River which 
enters the Little Rann in a south-westerly direction, about 12 miles 
NE of Pang Bet, and sprawls out over the pancake Rann as a 
vast expanse of shallow water of variable width* It is several 
miles wide in places, depending upon season, but scarcely ever 
more than 2 ft. deep anywhere, usually only a few inches. The 
water is brackish due to the seasonal extension inland of the (lulf 
of Kutch and its mingling with the waters of the Bands. Thus, 
when dry, the hard surface of the Rann is covered with a fine saline 
encrustation. 

As soon as these sandy accumulations have risen barely a few 
inches above the level of normal monsoon inundation, tlie foremost 
plant colonists make their appearance: the ^‘Lana” {Salsola) and the 
scraggy “Khnrio” grass {/Elurops villosus). Ecological succes¬ 
sion duly follows, and on the higher and older portions of the bHs 
is found a fairly luxuriant growth of several species of grasses, 
some of which furnish the chief food of the wild ass. 

Further inland from the edge of PQng Bet, Babiil {Acacia 
arabica) has established itself and appears to be increasing. As 
yet there are only scattered groves, here and there, of small or 
medium sized trees around shallow natural depressions bunded by 
the Forest Department. These fill up to form miniature tanks 
during the rainy season and help to conserve some moisture. 

Numbers and Population of Wild Asses. —I estimated that the 
population of asses within a s-mile radius of Pung B6t at the time 
of my visit was about 200 animals. As the Banas waters dry up, 
leaving the Rann arid, and the grass on Pang and other hits be¬ 
comes exhausted (after about the middle of March) the asses shift 
to 2 other bits viz. Vachhda (RadhanpOr territory) and Jhilandan 
(JhlnjOwada Jfigir). The latter is about 12 miles distant from 
Kharughbda in AhmedabAd District. On these bits or ‘islands’ 
there is perennial water and some green grass to be had all the 
year, and the concentrations of wild asses here at the end of the 
pre-monsoon season (as also in drought years) are said to be 
enormous. 

In the rains when the Little Rann is again inundated and fresh 
pasture available on the islands, aggregations of over 500 animals 
are said to be based on Poag B6t whence they wander across freely 
to the neighbouring bits. The)' are said to be abundant over the 
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entire area as above defined, one fairly reliable and ail^edly con¬ 
servative estimate putting them down as between 3000 and 5000 
individuals. According to local testimony the general population is 
increasing year by year. 

Bfceding, —Copulation takes place in August/Septembe//Gct- 
obet.. A mare on heat separates from the troop with a stallion 
who fights viciously with interlopers for possession, the combatants 
rearing up on their hindlegs using hoof and jaw. After a few (?) 
days of isolation the couple rejoin the herd, ihd thereafter the 
female actively resists advances by other stallions. The period of 
gi^tation is II months. Foals (only a single) are dropped July/ 
August/September. Until the foal is about 3 months old the sexes 
live apart in separate herds, or troops. These particulars seem to 
be confirmed’ by the fact that nfo^t colts accompanying the mixed 
troops of adults "between 24 February and 3 March were, like 
Specimen No. 4, estimated to be about 8 months old, and therefore 
lx)rn about July/August. Some may have been up to a month 
younger* Further, both the adult female specimens—^No. i & 
No. 3—^were gravid) the former with a female foetus about 6 months 
old, the latter also with a female foetus about 5 months old. 

At the time of my visit there were no very young foals accomp¬ 
anying the troops, but a fair number—about 6 to 8 in every troop 
of 20 to 30 animals—of colts about 8 (to 12?) months old, and all 
more or less uniform in size with No. 4. Mares seemed to pre¬ 
dominate in the troops.- 

.^ JSnsmies ,—No epidemics appear to be knowm among the wild 
asses.. Even severe droughts are tided over by widespread dis¬ 
persal, and natural predators are practically non-existent. A certain 
number of young* foals may fall a prey to wolves, but the dams are 
said to defend their young with great pluck and determination/ 
As to humans, few people appear to molest them and they ai?6 seldom 
shot for food or other purposes (the male' genitals are believed 
to possess aphrodisiac properties), except by certain tribes from 
.Sind, and that not extensively. Indeed from the nature of the 
terrain they inhabit, shooting wild asses except from a motor car 
cannot be a simple business. Therefore, for the time being*at any rate, 
the Wild ass seeitis fairly safe against any wholesale persecution. 
Most lofeal castes, even the lowest, will draw the line at ass meat, 
a prejudice that seems difficult to account for. In vie^ Of it how¬ 
ever, it may be interesting to record that for the l?est part Of the 
week spent in their pursuit, I and my party lived largely .o*' 
meat of the asses I shot—roasted and curried—and that I found 
it quite agreeable. To me it tasted verj* like Blackbuck, and it is' 
certainly no coarser than Nilgai. In the interest*? of Science it is 
indeed fortunate that the taboo' exists. There is no doubt that 
otherwise the wild ass would have followed hard on the heels of 
the Blackbuck which is now all but exterminated in many pjSrts of 
the Rann and GojarSt where it abounded only a few y^ars b&HkV 
' No wholesale deaths such as caused by an epidemic or drought 
have been reported. During his 40 years* experience, Chatar 
Singh, the Forest Guard of PQng Bet ‘RakhSl* (or forest reierve). 
for the last 20 years, whose information generally proved to be 
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White-throated Babbler (Argya gularls). 

This is a dry zone bird which occurs as far south as the Hen- 
rada district and I have seen individuals on three occasions ne^r 
Mingaladon. Any occurrences outside the dry zone are of interest. 

Black Bulbul (Microscelia). 

There are three races in Burma, black, very dark gray, and 
black with a white head. The occurrence of white-headed birds 
anywhere in Burma should be noted, and whether they are in the 
company of black or dark gray birds. 

Stonechat (Saxicola torquata). 

The breeding race in Burma is the white-tailed (leucura) which 
is a bird of the kaing-gr2iss at a low altitude along rivers. I do 
not think that any other race of stonechat has been found breeding 
for certain in Burma though pairs of the Yunnanese race undoubted¬ 
ly do in the mountains of Myitkyina and should be looked for 
elsewhere. 

Paradise Flycatcher (Tchitrea paradisi). 

Very little is on record about this bird’s breeding and move¬ 
ments in Burma. 1 certainly saw males in full plumage in Shwebo 
in 1921 and in Myitkyina and it used to be a common migrant in 
September or October in Lower Burma. 

Fantail Flycatcher (Rhipidura). 

The species inhabiting the mangrove-jungle along the Hantha- 
waddy and Myaungmya coasts is not known, and specimens are 
desirable. 

Black Drongo (Dicruras macrocercus). 

This common bird becomes very silent and self-effacing in the 
breeding season. It certainly bred before the war in Henzada and 
the Yandoon island but any breeding records from Lower Burma 
are of value, as Oates never found it breeding. The same applies 
to the grey drongo about which there seem few, if any, breeding 
records. 

Bunting (Emberiza). 

A watch should be kept for buntings which are often overlooked. 
The grey-headed bunting (Jucata) and the easily-recognized yellow¬ 
breasted (aureola) occur all over Lower Burma in the ‘open season’ 
and probably the little bunting will be found from November to 
March in most districts. The occurrence of the crested buntings 
which is very partial to seeding featng-grass, and the chestnut 
bunting should be looked for. 

Martin (D^Uchon), 

Between 1850 and 1934 there were no records of House Martin^ 
iu Burma. Since then there have, been 10 or 12 but any record^ 
are worth preserving. ^ j 
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Swallow (Hirundo). 

Any breeding swallows in Burma are of interest, the most likely 
apecies being the small blue wire-tailed swallow {smithii) and the 
large striated swallow with a pale rump {striolata), A watch should 
be kept for tytleri, with deep rufous underparts which appears 
irregularly on migration, and also for roosts of swallows* 1 have 
seen birds apparently flighting to roost on many occasions but 
have never discovered where they go. 

White Wagtail (Motacilla alba). 

Does this bird breed anywhere in Burma? I have seen pairs 
at a low altitude near the Confluence in Myitkyina which 1 felt 
sure were breeding but the only Burmese nesting record is un¬ 
satisfactory. 

Ganges Sand-Lark (Calandrella raylal). 

The distribution of this pale lark whch seems confined to sand 
banks on the rivers of Burma needs working out, particularly its 
northern and southern limits and its possible local migrations or 
absence in the rains. 

Skylark (Alauda). 

Any Skylarks singing or paired in the Burma hills are of interest, 
though, as is well-known, the Indian Skylark {Alauda gulgula) 
breeds on the riverine plain of Lower Burma, especially in peafields* 

Slack-capped Kingfisher (Halcyon pileata)* 

This is a common and most conspicuous Kingfisher on tidal 
waters in Lower Burma. It undoubtedly migrates to breed in the 
foothill streams of e.g. ,Henzada, but its movements away from 
the tide are not well recorded; Mears, for example, recorded it as 
found throughout the Upper and Lower Chindwin. It would ap¬ 
pear to be a migrant and, if so, very little is on record about its 
arrival and departure from its breeding-haunts. 

Blyth’s Kingfisher (Alcedo hercules). 

This bird has been obtained by me twice, once in the Prome- 
Arakan hills near Nyaunggyo, and once in Putao, on forest 
streams. It is a large kingfisher, in colour resembling the com¬ 
mon kingfisher but about twice the size. It is difficult to believe 
that it has not a wide range between these localities, and watch 
should be kept for it. 

Blue-eared Kingfisher (Alcedo menlnting). 

1 believe myself that this very brightly-coloured bird is the 
forest representative of the common kingfisher of our jheels and 
rjivers, for which it can easily be mistaken, and that it is found in 
fiutnbers in the streams of the Pegu yoma. Its di$trU>ution in 
Burma needs working out. 
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Trogons (tUrfMictes). 

In 1939 I obtained Trogons in the Myitkyina hills which had 
been eating seeds, leaves, and vegetable matter though hitherto 
they had always been considered insectivorous. This point should 
not be difficult to clear up. 

N ightjars (Caprimulgus). 

These birds have an unexplained habit of sitting on roads at 
night, where they are frequently killed by motor-vehicles. There 
is some reason to think that they may be eating grit, and that 
Bee-eaters repair to forest roads in the evenings for the same pur¬ 
pose. I commend this possibility to any ornithologist who may 
chance to collect them. 

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus). 

Does the Osprey nest in Burma? It has bred in Calcutta and 
Cachar, Harington suspected its breeding in Bhamo, and I have 
seen Ospreys in June and July in Myitkyina. 

Sea-eagles (Haliaetus). 

Though I much deprecate shooting these magnificent birds in 
the breeding-season, the records of all sea- and fishing-eagles 
which occur in Burma are very unsatisfactory. At least three 
species are said to occur but 1 have found them very hard to 
identify accurately with field-glasses, though the bird of the Upper 
Irrawaddy is certainly H. leucoryphus (Pallas’s Fishing-Eagle). 

Raptores of the Dry Zone. 

Macdonald found Bonelli’s eagle breeding in Myingyan in Jan¬ 
uary. Smythies states it has ^n found breeding at Sagaing. 
The breeding raptorial birds of the dry zone, especially the Laggar 
Falcon, Fielden’s Hawk, the White-eyed Buzzard Eagle, etc. should 
not prove difficult to ascertain. 

Common Pariah Kite (Milvus mtgrans). 

This bird.used to breed on the Secretariat and in small numbers 
in Lower Burma and curiously enough in November, a month or 
so after the great migration of non-breeding kites reaches Lower 
Burma. Any breeding records of kites in other parts of Burma 
are of interest. 

Harriers (Circus). 

As recorded in the Journal, I found a nest of the Pied Harrier 
(C. melanoleucus) with young ones in Myitkyina in May 1936 and 
any of these beautiful and conspicuous birds seen from mid-April 
•onwards in suitable places should be carefully watched. I always 
imagined the very pale harriers 1 saw in the plains of Burma to be 
macrourus, the Pallid Harrier, but the only pale bird I ever. 
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secured turned out to be the first recorded Burmese specimen of 
the Hen Harrier, so sight identifications are not reliable ! 

Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola). 

The records of woodcock in the plains and foothills of Burma^ 
especially in the south, are very patchy {vide 15 

August 1935, Note xx) and considering how much the bird is sought 
after by sportsmen and that it cannot easily be confused with any 
other, much more information is desirable. In the higher hills 
watch should be kept for woodcocks ‘roding^ at dusk, in March and 
April. 

Snipe (Oallinago). 

I commend to future naturalists the following: 

(a) Mr. C. E. Milner, i.f.s., first noted that Pintail Snipe in 
Moulmein in early September were moulting their primaries and 
some could barely flutter. There are very few records of this, 
despite the thousands of pintail snipe shot annually before the war. 

(b) What special food does the pintail snipe pick up on the graz- 
ing grounds after the rains and also in the dried feaing-grass, that 
it so often haunts, which makes its habitat so different from that 
of the fantail species? 

(c) While the pintail begins to arrive in the first week in August, 
the fantail is normally a much later arrival and the dates are not 
properly on record. 

(d) Records of very late snipe {e.g. in May) or of snipe drum- 
ming in Burma seem few and are not always well authenticated. 

Pelicans (Pelicantis). 

Though this unmistakable bird ‘occurs’ all over Burma, no one 
in the last 30-40 years has been able to say if, and where, it nests 
or when it migrates. The immense colonies which Oates found on 
the Sittang have disappeared. Have the Pelicans now retreated to 
the Dawnas, or the Upper Chindwin or the forests of the Malihka? 

Large Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo). 

Where in Burma does this very common bird breed at the 
present day and at what season? I have never seen a nest or 
heard of a colony. Oates found them breeding in the Sittang 
valley in October. In Myitkyina immense numbers can be seen in 
full breeding plumage in March and April. 

Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea). 

Here again is a very common bird in Burma, and yet I hav^ 
only twice seen or heard of a heronry, once in Myingyan (Ma<> 
donald) and once at Kwingauk (Henzada) in February 1931^ 
Oates never found it breeding and there are no records in the 
Birds of Burma, ‘ ' 
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Storks and Ibises. 

The remarks made above about the grey heron apply equally 
to the following species, which are in many places almost as com¬ 
mon, and which must nest Somewhere in Burma. 

White Ibis, 

Glossy Ibis (Bred Myingyan 1906). 

Black Ibis (do.) 

White-necked Stork (do.l 
Black^necked Stork (Bred Myingyan). 

Painted Stork. 

Open-Bill. 

Burmese Francolin (Fraiicollnus pintadeanus pbayrei). 

In Oates’s day this bird was not known south of Prome, It 
certainly occurred in 1930 in Insein district, 30 miles north of 
Rangoon and also in ‘Henzada. Its present range needs working 
out. 

Moorhen (Qallinula chloropus). 

Has bred in Shwebo and Myingyan. It may be a breeding-bird 
of the dry zone and should be looked for, as so few naturalists 
visit the great jhecLs at the height of the rains. 

Coot (Fulica atra). 

Not so far known to breed in Burma and again should be looked 
for as it is not uncommon in places. 

Whiskered Tern (dilldotilas leiicopareia). 

A jheel-breeding tern which Stuart Baker found nesting in 
numbers in Assam. One would expect it also to nest in Burma 
in the rains but it has never yet been suspected. 

Gull-billed Tern (Qelochelidon nllotica). 

This large tern with a distinctive black bill is very common all 
over the stubble of the Sittang-Rangoon river plain. I feel sure 
it breeds somewhere on the coastline of the Martaban gulf but its 
nesting-ground has yet to be discovered. 

Large Whistling Teal (Dendrocygna fulva). 

What records there are suggest that this is mainly a dry zone 
bird (it is very rare in Manipur) and it is hoped that future natural¬ 
ists will record where it is found at different seasons and whether 
it is or is not breeding. 

Ducks. 

It is hoped that sportsmen will preserve the wing of any ducks 
shot whose identity puzzles them. Between 1906 and 1936 the’ 
Scaup, Goldeneye, Smew and Mandarin Duck have all occurred iot 
Upper Burma. There are very few records of the Common Pochard 
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«nd Falcated Teal. Any true ducks found breeding in Burma iit 
the rains should certainly be noted, and 1 hope one day that some-^ 
one will run down the Pink-headed Duck (Khodonessa caryophyU 
lacea)^ recorded from near Mandalay and Bhamo between 1885 and 
1908 but apparently not heard of since. In India it seems a bird 
of the terai country from Nepal to Manipur, haunting jheels in high 
grass, and is said to resemble the Red-crested Pochard on the wing. 

If sportsmen would spend a little time reconnoitring a piece of 
water with iieldglasses instead of commencing to shoot as soon 
as they reach it, I think a number of ducks, e«g. the Mallard, would 
be found to be much less rare than they are often supposed to be. 

Egrets (Bgretta). 

There are practically no records in the last thirty years to 
show the distribution of the two large Egrets, {alba and intermedia) 
in Burma, though probably both breed. Alba has no crest or 
breast-plumes in breeding plumage, intermedia is smaller with 
breast-plumes and no crest. The Little Egret (garsetta) has both. 
Any naturalist watching the larger egrets in the breeding-season 
should record the colours of the beak and orbital skin if they can 
be seen, as changes seem to take place about July. 

Part II 

Part I of this paper was written before I had seen the genial 
altercation which has recently taken place in the Journal between 
my friend Frank Kingdon Ward and Major B. E. Smythies. 
(vol. 44, p. 560 and vol. 45, p. 450). In it the first-named is pre¬ 
pared to wager that he ‘could find 50 undescribed birds in North 
Burma’, by which I think he means birds not mentioned in that 
•comprehensive book. This bet he seems inclined to hedge in the 
latest number (vol. 46, p. 191). 

Personally, were I lucky enough to return to Myitkyina district 
with a couple of years to spend on collecting, and a chance to visit 
not only the Sajyang area but also the Kumon range on the west 
•of the district, I would be almost prepared to lay such a bet myself 
for the reasons given below. 

Lord Cranbrook and Captain Kingdon Ward were in the 
Seinghku and Adung watersheds from the end of January to the 
-end of October 1931. In that time they collected 152 skins, comp¬ 
rising 95 species of which no less than 30 were ‘new to Burma’ 
j(vide Kinnear, Birds of the Adung Valley, Journal, Vol. 37, No, a, 
1934), which makes the collection a most remarkable achievement, 

I myself collected at random for 3J years in Myitkyina districti 
with the aid of several frontier officers and native collectors, my. 
own collections being made within a mile of Government mule- 
tracks and nearly all below 10,000 feet. Of 472 species obtained^ 
39 or 40 species were ‘new to Burma’ and this takes no account 
*oi new geographical forms or subspecies. All but six of these 
apecies were seen and collected by me personally. 

During the Vernay-Cutting expedition of 1938/39 (Journal vol. 
-42, 2 April 1941) five of us were collecting mainly in one small corner 
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t>f the district from mid-November 1938 to early April 1939, i.e. 
4J months* We only spent three weeks, at a time of heavy snow, 
above 9,000 feet. Of 299 species obtained, I had not met 53 pre¬ 
viously in any part of Burma and of 23 there were no previous 
records for the province. Three species were new to British India. 

This gives a total of 92 species 'added to the list’ of Burmese 
birds between 1931 and 1939 from one district, all because an un¬ 
usual amount of attention was focussed on portions of an area 
of about 33,000 square miles (larger than Scotland). And yet 
anybody who compares the list of birds obtained by the late George 
Forest in Western Yunnan with those so far shot in Burma, and 
who realizes what a fraction of the area has been covered by col¬ 
lectors, will be prepared for more surprises, on the ‘high tops’ 
especially. 

Any collector knows what a huge part luck plays in his work. 
Take the case of Ward’s Trogon (Pyrotrogon wardi). It was first 
discovered in 1926 in the Seinghku Wang by Captain Kingdon 
Ward, whose eye for a rare bird is quite uncanny. For 13 years 
this remained the only specimen obtained in India or China, though 
Dclacour found the same species in Tonkin in 1930. In 1938/39 
we obtained five, all on the edge of roads in three different places, 
in a small area, part of which had been repeatedly traversed by 
collectors since 1919. Similarly two of the rarest birds in the 
Indian avifauna, the Wedge-billed Wren [Sphenocichla roberii) and 
Gould’s Shortwing (Brachypteryx stellatus)^ were shot by my cook, 
Lazum Naw, when wandering out for half an hour within 150 
yards of camp. Capt. Kingdon Ward obtained the very rare 
Spelaeomis souliei and the White-bellied Dipper similarly, when his 
mind was engrossed with botanical problems in 1939. At least 
20 of this long list of species new to Burma are still represented 
by a single record or specimen, and there is no knowing when 
further records may come to hand, possibly not for fifty years. 

On the other side of the picture, this semi-intensive work by 
a number of ornithologists in the last ten or fifteen years has shewn 
that some birds previously accounted as of extreme rarity, e.g. 
the Tibetan Siskin, the House Martins, the Yunnan Fulvetta and 
certain Thrushes, are by no means uncommon in parts of Burma. 

Nothing is more remarkable than the way one can overlook 
even a noisy or a conspicuous species. Judging by the number 
of trapped birds brought in, the Peacock-pheasant must be fairly 
common in the lower hills of Myitkyina, and in the Pidaung game- 
sanctuary its note was always audible at dawn in spring. Yet / 
have never to my knowledge flushed or set eyes on one alive. It 
is the same with mammals. The hoolock gibbon, as everyone 
knows, is far more often heard than seen but it is a creature that 
draws attention to itself from miles away and is not easy to ignore. 
In 1939 the Vernay-Cutting expedition spent from 20th to 30th 
February at Hpimaw wUhout suspecting the existence of hoolocks. 
They broke out Itnto a derisive chorus of farewell just as I was 
leaving Hpimaw for good. For three and a half months, I spent 
hundreds of hours in the haunts of Temminck’s tragopans, hoping 
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to see or shoot one, with no success all, and was rewarded by. 
a momentary glimpse of two males on almost my last day. 

I am afraid we still know mighty little and still, as I said in 
the Ibis eight years ago, have only ‘guessed at the wealth of 
birdlife in Myitkyina by recording what comes to the surface of 
an enormous sea of some of the densest and least known jungle in 
the world*. In the huge areas of Eupatorium scrub, which cover 
so many thousand acres of the lower hills, in the almost equally 
difficult stunted cane which grows above 10,000 feet, and above 
all in the barbed-wire tangles of bramble which spring up after 
cultivation in the middle hills, there must be rare skulkers, finches, 
flycatchers, shortwings, bush-robins, pittas and bush-warblers, to 
name only a few, of which we know little or nothing. They are 
only obtained by a combination of great patience and good luck. 

Yes, there are still great chances for the naturalist in Myitkyina. 
The late Captain Maxwell-West, an outstanding shikari, insisted 
that he had seen a ‘red bear’ near the snow line of the Chimili 
Pass where I saw bear-tracks and fox-tracks at 13,000 in 1939. 
The owls, the Raptores, most of the large pheasants and whal J 
think was a chough eluded us all in 1939. In 1933 1 saw at a few 
feet range what I believe may have been Molpastes leucogenys 
which occurs in Assam. In the Hukawng Valley someone should 
one day turn up the Swamp Partridge and two rare species of 
grass-warbler, so far not recorded east of Manipur and Cachar. 
One day too we may find the Upland Pipit on the Burma side of 
the Salween divide at high elevations. 

Though much is taken, much abides. 

We must not forget that it was not until just before the War 
that the Brown Rock-Pipit and the Siamese Bush-Lark were dis¬ 
covered in the dry zone of Burma by Mr. H. C. Smith. Their 
very existence in an open and easily accessible part of the province 
had been overlooked by everyone since Upper Burma was annexed. 
What more can any young naturalist desire than opportuniities. 
of this kind? 
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^uite reliable, has never come across a dead wild ass, or heard of 
any save an occasional stallion that has been killed in fight with 
a rival. That the fights are often bloody is evident from the fact 
that quite a number of stallions in the troops I met had lost the 
ends of their tails, often leaving merely a short stump. Several 
had bits of their ears bitten off as well, and the many old scars on 
their bodies were doubtless also the result of su^ encounters. 
Specimen No. 2—^a battle-scarred and aged veteran—had in ad¬ 
dition lost one eye. 

Food .—The grasses which provide the staple food of the wild 
ass, in order of preference, are: i. “Chakladnn” {Eragrostris 
amabilis), 2. *‘Khivai” (Eleusine flagellifera), 3. “BharOd** 
(Apluda aristata) and 4. ‘'Jinjvo** {Andropogon ischiemum). When 
paddy, wheat and gram crops are ripening along the edge of the 
Little Rann, troops of asses invade the fields at night and are said 
to cause considerable damage. They bite off the formed ears of 
grain and leave the plants intact. 

General habits .—During the daytime the asses mostly roam over 
the barren expanse of the sun-scorched Rann in troops of 10 to 30 
individuals (in one instance over 50 !), but also in twos and threes 
and even solitary as in the case of Specimen No. 2—a very old 
stallion. They do not appear to mind the mid-day heat (maximum 
registered 100®F in the shade on 28 Feb.), and never seem to take 
refuge under the shade of the babDl groves as, from footprints and 
droppings, the local Blackbuck evidently do. When visiting the 
bdts at dusk to graze—which they leave again for the open 
by sunrise—they seem to prefer the grassland along the periphery 
of the islands. At the season of my visit this may partly have been in 
order to escape the biting day flies which were abundant and 
troublesome. 

On the regular nightly gathering places on the grassy edge of 
the hAts the ground is reduced to bald ‘pats’ in patches, with the 
grass trampled flat or worn away* Large quantities of dung are 
strewn about, and marks where the animals have rolled in the soft 
loose earth are frequent. Here also are to be seen the ‘drag 
marks’ such as I have described in the case of the Tibetan Kyang 
on p. 396, Vol. 46 of the Journal, These are commonly between 5 and 
10 feet in length, and one measured over 30 ft. As in Tibet, the 
locals averred that they were made by an ass (male or female?) 
dragging one of its hoofs along the surface, but why the animal 
did so or under what circumstances was unexplained. 

The herds keep to the higher and drier portions of the bets 
during the rains when the Rann is under water. During this season 
they freely wade across from bet to h^t. The young foals can be 
driven out into the squelchy inundated Rann, easily tired out to a 
standstill in the soft mud, and then captured. They are readily 
tamed if taken young, but arc apparently recalcitrant and vicious 
when grown and cannot ordinarily be trained to harness. It will 
be seen from the measurements of the specimens that full grown 
animals stand nearly 12 hands at the shoulder—^the height of a good 
sized mule. They are sturdy and fleet of foot, and I feel that 

5 
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mules bred from them should prove a satisfactory proposition. It 
certainly seems an experiment well worth attention* 

When pursued in a motor car and going all out, I found that 
the animals could maintain a speed of 30-32 miles per hour over a 
considerable distance. The longest neck-to-neck race run was about 
1^ miles. The animals had already done a mile or more before 
they were caught up with, and showed no signs of tiring when I 
left them. Sometimes the troops of asses were mixed with a few 
Blackbuck, and it was interesting to observe how effortlessly they 
were outdistanced by the buck when chased by the truck. With 
the truck doing 40 m.p.h. the buck steadily ran away from it wiiile 
the asses were gradually overhauled* The colts kept up with ihe 
troop for some time, but gradually dropped behind when 
pressed. Gravid mares, like the 2 specimens, appeared to keep up 
with the troop without difficulty. A point that struck me aa 
surprising was the great difficulty in picking out males from* 
females when the animals were going all out even from so close a 
range as 25 or 30 yards behind I The testes of the stallion are 
drawn up almost flush with the belly, so that in size and appearance 
they are almost indistinguishable from the immature udders of the 
mares. 

According to local information wild asses drink regularly. In 
February and March there is usually some slightly brackish though 
potable water in two kutcha wells on Pong Bet, but this cannot 
be accessible to the animals. On many of the other hsts there is no 
water at all out of the rainy season. The asses drink chiefly at 
the Banas River close by, where there is normally plenty of water 
till about mid April. At what intervals the animals drink, or 
whether at fixed times, I was unable to determine. 

The wild ass is said to produce a call which was described to 
me and reproduced by a local. It sounded something between the 
neigh of a horse and the bray of a donkey, but in rather an un¬ 
naturally high key. I cannot vouch for the faithfulness of the 
^recording'* 


Particulars of Specimens Collected 

Specimen No, i Gravid 9 with 9 foetus ca. 6 months old wg. ca. lo- 
lbs. 6 aid to be 8 to 12 years old. In prime condition, and very 
fat* No milk in udder. 

Date 24 February 1946 
JHeasurements : 

Length: Head & Body (round curves) 

,, (between pegs) 

i Tail (without hairs) 

1 Ear (without hairs) 

Height at shoulder 
.Weight. (approx.) 


7'-3 3/8" 
6'-ii 7/8" 
I'o 7/8" 
o'-7 7/8" 
4'-a 7/8" 
77S lb. 

(? probably 
inaccurate) 
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Specimen No, 2 Old solitary stallion^ said to be about 25 years old. 

-BUSdT IrT "left eye. Part of tail missing. Bits of both eara 

chewed off. Front lower teeth worn to stumps. 

Date 25 February 1946 
Measurements: 


Length; Head & Body (round curves) ... y'-o y/S'' 

M (between pegs) ... 6'-io 7/8" 

Tail .., stump 

Ear (without hairs) ... o'-y 3/8" 

Height at shoulder ... 4^-0 y/8" 

at rump ... 4^-2 7/8'' 

Weight (approx.) 525 ib. 

Front hoof: back to front 9.5 cm; across (side to side) 
9.5 c.m. 


Specimen No, j Gravid mare with $ foetus ca. 5 months old wg. 
ca. 6 lb. Said to be 8 to 10 years old. Fine condition. Udder 
produced i cupful of milk ! 

Date 27 February 1946 
Measurements: 


Length: Head & Body (round curves) ... 6'-9 7/8" 

,, (between pegs) ... 6'-9 7/8" (?) 

Tail (without hairs) ... x'-2 3/8" 

Ear (without hairs) ... o'-y 3/4'"' 

Height at shoulder ... 3^-8 3/8'' 

at rump ... 3'-io 3/8'' 

Weight (approx.) ... 450 lb. 


Specimen No, 4 Colt (cf) said to be 8 to 12 months old. 
Date 27 February 1946 
Measurements : 


Length: Head & Body (round curves) .. 
,, (between pegs) 

Tail (without hairs) 

Ear (without hairs) 

Height at shoulder 
at rump 

Weight (approx.) 


5'«5 7/B" 
5'-4 3 /S- 
3/8- 
o'-6 3/4- 
3'-3 7/8" 
3'-6 5 / 8 " 
185 lbs. 


Specimen No. 5 Adult d said to be 10 to 12 years old. 

Date 28 February 1946 
Measurements : 

Length: Head & Body (round curves) ... y'-o 3/8" 

,, (between pegs) ... 6'-ii 7/8" 

Tail (without hairs) ... *'-3 7/8" 

Ear (without hairs) ... 0^-8 1/4" 

Hdght at Moulder ... 3'’** 5/8* 

at rump ... 3 '-** 7/8" 

Weight (approx.) ••• 5*5 

N.B ,—^All weights taken on an improvised beam scale against men- 
subsequently weighed on weighing machine. 



SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS 
IN POST-WAR BURMA. 


BY 

Lt.-Col. J. K. Stanford^ o.b.e.^ m.c.^ m.b.o.u.^ f.r.g.s.^ 
(Indian Civil Service, retired). 

Part I. 

Many of the ornithologists who worked in Burma up to 1941 
have left the province and are not likely to return. In spite of 
Major B. E. Smythies’s most excellent book, Birds of Burma, which 
it is hoped will soon be reprinted, a great deal still remains to be 
discovered about even our commonest and most conspicuous birds, 
as any working naturalist knows. In the hope that my suggestions 
may assist others who may be scattered all over Burma in the 
post-war years, and whose opportunities for collection are limited, 

I have compiled this paper. I have expressly excluded the birds 
of the higher hills and also Tenasserim, because the avifauna of 
both is in many ways highly specialized and I am personally unfami¬ 
liar with the Tenasserim divition south of Thaton. But as no one 
has collected, or recorded notes seriously in fhat region since 
Davison, in the ’eighties, I am quite sure that any naturalist 
stationed there has a great chance to make history. None of the 
birds mentioned in Part I of this paper present much difficulty in 
identification. 

Racket-tailed Magpies (Crypsicfalna). 

The grey hooded bird (cucullata) is mainly a bird of the dry 
zone though it extends north to the Myitkyina plain and south 
at least to the Kyangin township of Henzada. It would be inter¬ 
esting to know what is the full range of this bird and where that 
of the black species (varians) overlaps, as it appears to do in 
Yamethin district. 

Magpie (Pica). 

The Magpie (Pica pica) occurs west of the Irrawaddy in small 
numbers at Myitkyina. Does it do so anywhere else in Burma and- 
what is its range outside the Kachin Hills and Shan States? 

Jays (Oarrulus). 

The hill-jays are, in my experience, rare and shy birds. The 
Burmese Jay (G. leucotis) is said to occur from Bhamo district all 
along the eastern hills and also in Central Burma and the Upper 
and Lower Chindwin (Mears). In Oates’s day it was said to be a 
plains bird in Toungoo district. A further check on its distribution 
seems desirable. 
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Lt.-Col. B. T. Phillips. 

Part II. 

(Continued from vol. 46, p. 103.) 

On Jheel and Marshland 
(With 9 Plates). 

A visil to a jheel in Kashmir, immaterial whether it be large 
or small, produces volumes to interest a sportsman-naturalist. The 
grandeur ol* its mirrored scenery, the dense reed-beds, frigid or 
steamy according to season; and the toilsome marshy reaches are at¬ 
tractive and exhilarating. Finally the wealth of bird life affords 
unique opportunities of unravelling some new secret in nature still 
locked in obscurity. 

The Dabchick, Purple Moorhen and White-eyed Pochard with 
a handful of mallard and coot, are perhaps the only residents on 
our jheel though throughout the year its bird life is abundant. 
During the shooting season duck of a dozen different varieties 
have been identified from bags made on it, while the marshy strips 
along its margin are favoured by the Common or Fantajl snipe. 

Rapacious harriers quarter the jheel, and undeterred by the 
fusillades of shikaris, swoop down into the reeds and play havoc 
with wounded birds, leaving but mangled mutilated messes for 
the eager beater to collect. .Another nuisance raider, Pallas’s Fish¬ 
ing Eagle, a fine large handsome dark brown bird, easily recog¬ 
nisable by its buff coloured head and neck, and the broad white 
band across the tail, proclaims its presence by its unmistakable 
raucous shriekings. It will be seen seated on some stump or mound 
along the margin of the jheel, or in hurried flight, endeavouring 
to snatch illegal booty carried away by a harrier; or swooping 
audaciously to carry off spoils from within reach of the sportsman’s 
gun.. 

Beyond a small number of assorted waders, the visitors to the 
jheel, more commonly seen, belong to the fishing fraternity. The 
Night Heron, .so shy and secretive by nature, is startled from its 
siesta in the dense reed beds; its larger cousin the Grey Heron, 
erect, motionless and seemingly asleep, makes its unerring dagger 
thrust to spear fish or frog unwarily encroaching in its preserves. 

Before ponrluding this impression of winter bird life on our 
jheel, mention must be made of visits by the Large Indian Cor¬ 
morant. Towards the commencement of the spring migration 
these birds are usually seen perched on some semi-submerged stump 
in the open basking in the sun, with wings extended, or perhaps 
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busy preeningf their feathers. Six was the largest number seen 
on any given date. Their fluctuating numbers and total disap¬ 
pearance by the end of April gives ground for the assumption that 
this jheel is used as a ‘jumping off* point by the birtls .on their 
passage to distant breeding grounds. 

A bright frosty day in the depths of winter holds many charms 
Much of the sting of its biting cold is subdufd by the heat gene¬ 
rated by a Kangriy placed on the floor boards of the shikara. 
Or one may hold a kangri in ones hands sheltering under a ‘tent d* 
abri* formed by a rug covering the shoulders and reaching down 
to the floor of the canoe. This kangri it must be explained 
is an earthenware pot filled with a handful of live charcoal, copi¬ 
ously covered with ashes. It is the local form of heater; needs 
no attention and gives out welcome heat for hours on end. 

Seated in this fashion, a start is made for the butt in the middle 
of the jheel which serves as a ‘hide’ to watch duck. Often the 
shikara has to be forced through a thick coating of ice, a man 
in the bows deftly cracking a passage with blows from his paddle. 
The uninitiated passenger has uncomfortable visions of possible 
disaster and considers what immediate action may become neces¬ 
sary should his frail bark founder. The boat’s constant tussle 
with the sharp and jagged pieces of ice paint a menacing picture^ 
Fortunately tragedies are few, and so not worthy of worry. Soon 
the open deep water is reached. Roosting duck and teal rise in 
a mass with a great clatter of wings. They circle round and gain¬ 
ing height, the various species forming separate parties, head away 
for quieter waters. There is no need for anxiety. Other parties 
of varying strength will drop in from the skies throughout the 
day, affording fine pictures to the concealed watcher as they float 
towards him, many with bills tucked away under wing, sound 
asleep. Drakes of the stately mallard, the streamlined pintail, 
the rare and immaculate Smew cheek by jowl with that curiosity 
the Stiff-tailed Duck, with its conical blue bill, are all represented. 
The tireless, plump, bob-tailed Dabchicks see to it that this con¬ 
course of duck does not fail into a deep slumber. They are kept 
constantly on the qui vive by disturbances caused by these play¬ 
ful birds. The game is a version of our ‘hide and seek*. One 
bird, surfacing behind a sleeping duck in attempt at concealment 
is spotted by the other, who immediately, with a sharp trilling 
cry, gives chase, pattering along the surface of the water, half 
running, half swimming. The game continues ad nauseam aU 
over the area. Like the Dabchick, the Coot is also a member 
of this mixed assembly. But they are placid birds, somewhat reluct¬ 
ant to fly, and not quite such a nuisance during the traditional 
hour of siesta. 

As the shadows lengthen, the birds become distinctly restless 
as if awaiting a signal. Suddenly, with bewildering whir pf wings, 
the whole community is in flight. It is the answer to the urge of 
yet another lifelong custom; the evening flight to their feeing 
grounds. 

During the spring migration, April is an outstanding month 
for ,the bird 4 over. At this time, Kashmir becomes an important 
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The Little Bittern. 
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pied-^terte for a countless multitude of bird migrants. Summer 
visitors overlap belated winter ones, these again in their turn are 
augmented by a host of passage migrants from India breaking 
journey on their way through to the Far North, Bird life over¬ 
crowds the countryside and Kashmir’s avian population is brought 
to its peak. Most of the lakes and jheels afford safe retreats and 
temporary rendezvous for these throngs. Yet even to this day, 
it can be asserted that the Wular Lake and its environments hold 
much of interest to the expert collector. There is every chance 
that some new species or some bird previously unknown to nest 
in this land, may be brought to the bag. To the uninitiated, bird- 
life at this season holds endless thrills. The galaxy of birds in 
full nuptial plumage becomes a kaleidoscopic pageant. Their song, 
though not as yet at full pitch, is pleasing to the ear. The waking 
world, with its verdant flower-studded landscape, soon helps to 
brush aside the dull monotony of silent and colourless winter. 

April gives birth to a season of joy, to a promise of good hunt¬ 
ing to all wanderers in nature’s wilds. 

For those who know Kashmir only as a luxurious playground,, 
a warning—these outings are not made in one of those romantically 
trimmed, spring-seated shikaras of the Whoopee class—^but in one 
much more spartan in type, uncanopied and hard to the touch. la 
spite of this, when wending ones way to a rendezvous, one gasps, at 
the surpassing loveliness of the scenery on this sequestered jheeU 
cut off from the hum of human bustle and surrounded by imposing 
mountains, snow-capped at this time of the year. The impelling 
beauty of the scene holds one’s whole attention. The shikara is 
poled at first along a narrow passage cut through the dense reeds 
which cloth the margin of the jheel, but even from the lowly view¬ 
point, when the open water is reached, one is struck by the vivid 
and crystal-clear reflections thrown up from the limpid surface. 
The snow-capped mountains, the graceful clusters of willow trees- 
and the border of dense reed beds are mirrored in minute detail. 
Further glory is added to the scene as the sun approaches the 
horizon and sunset tints add lustre to its loveliness. But there 
are unsought and distracting influences which mar one’s enjoyment. 
The torment of flies by day is now replaced by the buzzings and 
bites from hordes of hungry gnats and mosquitoes, and should it 
become necessary to forage about a neighbouring marshy strip— 
beware of a particularly obnoxious ‘jheel itch’—^an unbearably ir¬ 
ritating rash that sets the legs afire. The inflamation is appar¬ 
ently caused by the bites of myriads of microscopic organisms which 
shelter in the mud and slime of a rice field. Though warned by 
my shikari, the chance of getting a good series of pictures of 
Hodgson’s Yellow-headed Wagtail, which chooses the banks divid¬ 
ing these fields for a nesting site, was too good to be missed. 
Besides his assumption that a ‘two bath a day’ wallah was just as 
prone to this infection as the great unwashed local, demanded 
correction. I paid no heed to his warning. 

I soon discovered that it does not pay to shun local advice, 
the intolerable ‘jheel itch’ flared up that very evening and life 
became a burden for three long days. Yet my shikari was alt 
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sympathy, and never by look or sign did he suggest an expect^ 
and infuriating *!• told you so’. Luckily it did not take long to 
discover an antidote. When questioned, the ryot explained that 
what looked like undiluted dirt caked over his legs was really the 
stain made by the application of a viscid fluid extracted from burn¬ 
ing pine logs. It is used by the natives as a precaution against 
‘jheel itch’ so prevalent in these marshes. Assuming this con^ 
coction to be some crude resinous extract, an ointment made up 
of a mixture of vaseline and essence of coal tar in the proportion 
of one teaspoonful of essence to one ounce of vaseline, was tried. 
It was found to be efficacious, and so this last but not least of 
‘horrors* was checked. 

The present economic stress due directly or indirectly to the 
World War has made its mark even on birdland. Soaring prices 
of the mere necessities of life have forced the local inhabitant to go 
yet farther afield for materials used in local cottage industries. To 
meet the increased demand for such commodities partly attribut¬ 
able to the phenomenal influx of visitors to Kashmir, many of 
nature’s strongholds, previously untapped, are now ruthlessly ex¬ 
ploited to the detriment of bird life. For example on jheels, 
reed-beds are denuded for mat-making, grasses of all species for 
fodder; even submerged weeds are dragged up to serve as found¬ 
ations for more floating gardens to supply a sufficiency of vegetables 
for the market. These activities are in full swing and coincide 
with the height of the breeding season when most birds are busy 
completing their fresh clutches. 

As the eggs of most water birds are considered a delicacy in 
the villages, the impoverished local, to whom nothing is natur¬ 
ally negligible, adds destruction in the wake of his grass cutting. 

One is apt to forget that the animal world stands subservient 
to human needs, and so, when ensconced anxiously awaiting the 
quariy, one is apt to inveigh against a clamorous phalanx of rea¬ 
pers, slowly advancing, sickle in hand, denuding cover and dest¬ 
roying all that comes within reach. An ordeal not to be left out 
of reckoning during outings in May and June. 

The bird Photographer’s lot in the main necessitates hour on 
hour of patient watching, often, under trying conditions. The 
scorching sun, the stifling atmosphere inside the reed-bed—his 
temporary retreat—^the infuriating flies and hordes of voracious 
mosquitoes are the constant discomforts falling to his lot on jheel or 
marsh. 

The 'Hide method' of bird photography demands even greater 
personal discomfort from its disciples. One is couped up in a 
miniature tent which denies even the occasional zephyrs that bring 
relief to the man in the reed-bed. Further the restricted view ob¬ 
tainable through the peepholes, must tend in the long run to deve¬ 
lop tired eyes and a likely squint for the rest of ones days. 

To the naturalist however, there are many compensations to 
outweigh these hardships. Birds classed as 'inveterate skulkers* 
emerge before the eye at the closest of ranges uttering their grunts 
snd groans, and fearlessly courting some seemingly disinterested 



JouRN., Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 


Plate ii 



'I'lic Moorhoii. 



The Dabchick. 


f.. Bombay Nat, Hist. Soc. 



The Indian Great Reed Warbler. 
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mate. A prettj picture Was made by a pair of those arch skulk¬ 
ers the Water ‘Ralli If is a bind that can seldom be beaten out 
of its known haunts in the dense reed-beds or for that matter, even 
seen. Vet on .the undisturbed, res1|i^q{^j ^ a 

yard of my vantage point, it became evident that cooing doves did not 
surpass the love-making of this Rail, utter though it does* the 
most discordant of mating calls. It was surprising to find that 
this small bird, a little over a foot in length, was responsible for 
such an amazing volume of sound which resembles, for want for' 
a better simile, the noise made by the rumblings of an elephant’s 
tummy: startling sound indeed in such * solitudes. The strident 
metallic calls of the Great Indian Reed Warber uttered with per- 
sistance and vehemence and from every direction usually jars the 
nerves as the temperature rises. But as I have said the reed-bed 
offers its compensations. Imagine my surprise when I discovered 
that the Warbler proclaiming its presence from a perch within a 
foot of my head was an albino. Its whole plumage was a creamy 
white except for the faintest suggestion of its normal markings. 
Its salmon-red mouth and pinkish straw-coloured Ipgs added tone 
to this fancy dress. 

• It neither appeared to be harried nor accompanied by any of 
Its kind during its solitary flights from bed to bed throughout the 
day. I did not see it again during subsequent visits to the jheel. 

There is always something of interest to attract attention 
throughout the long hours. A Bljuethroat, a < passage migrant to 
the Vale, sits and preens its plumage within arms length. That 
little jewel, the Common Kingfisher, exhibits the ease with which 
it swallows silvery fish; the dainty Whiskered Tern, with the ac¬ 
customed grace of terns on the wing displays its purposeful, ryth¬ 
mic flight and the delicacy with which it picks its food from off 
the water or weeds. These are but a few examples of interest 
among a host of visual delights to be encountered throughout. the 
day. 

The birds of the marshes are a noisy community, theif'loud cack- 
grunts and hoarse rippling notes beggar descriptions; hardly 
a pleasing note can be picked up from this constant chorus of dis¬ 
cords. • . 

. Every day from early May till late July there ne^d be no dull 
moment for the bird-watcher from the time he sets foot in the 
shikara until his return to the shore. Birds in great variety are 
numerous and busily engaged in all the activities connected with 
breeding. The. bustle, the exuberance of flight and emotional song 
reflect the spirit of the time and the joy of living. 

In the following descriptions, species are not given scientific 
priority, but are. grouped together in accordance with the surround¬ 
ings in which their nests may be found:—in*dense reed-bed, over 
open lily-covered water, in treacherous bog and marsh, or on the 
drier, less waterlogged reaches, clothed in a lighter type of reed, 
which borders marsh and paddy-field. 

Although nests of the Mallard^ and White-eyed Pochard, were 
fr^uently found, I did not.Tisk disturbing them by my plidtogra- 
p^ly. It is hoped though to’ try conclusions with the Coot and 
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Common Snipe during the coming spring and summeri and thus 
complete a record of pictures of all the water birds known to breed 
on the jheels and contiguous marshlands in the Vale of Kashmir. 

The iaiiso Uflle Qrehe or Dohehick. Podiceps ruficolUs capensis. 

1 have chosen the Little Grebe as tny first subject, as it was the fir^t 
water-bird to face the camera. 

While the shikara was stUl in the distance the sitting Dabchick was seen 
to plunge into the water from the nest, but not before she had found time 
with a deft movement of the bill to cover up her clutch of eight dirty white 
eggs. All that was to be seen was an untidy mass of damp water-weed, half 
submerged and resembling stray drift accidently hitched up to the tubs of 
growing marsh stalks. A nest easily overlooked by unschooled eyes. 

No drill had been evolved, the setting up of the apparatus took time; but 
when finally my viewpoint was reached, there was but a half hour’s w'ait 
before the bird waddled up onto its platform nest. The act of uncovering its 
eggs was too much to miss, and so, the golden rule—never disturb a bird on 
Its first appearance at the nest until it has comfortably settled down for a 
minimum period of half an hour—went hy the board. As was anticipated, 
the click of the shutter caused a hasty dive, but again, not until the eggs 
had been covered. There followed a long wait before a further exposure cculd 
l>e made. In the meantime one could almost understand the jargon expressed 
in long drawn out descending trills as she passed the news of the disturbance 
on to her mate. It was quite an hour and a half before the male convinced 
his frightened spouse that she was unnecessarily alarmed. Eventually, by ex¬ 
ample and look he induced her to waddle on to the nest alongside him ; indeed 
a reward for patience, tor the shutter truly recorded tliis intimate scene. Now 
followed another tedious w’ait before tlieir next return -to the nest. When they 
did, one bird was seen to rush at the nest wdth wet weed in the bill, this was 
deposited, and furtlier the nest w’as splashed with water, whilt* the mean hen, 
afloat on the other side, made a rippleless dive and appeared again by the 
side of the male and screwing up courage once again w'addled on to the nest. 
This final picture of her look of sheer boredom as she balanced herself on her 
curiously lobed feet was considered a sufficient reward for the long hour.s 
spent in the heat, and so the birds were left in peace to carry on the good 
work. 

Another item of interest presented itself w'hen the site tvas passed a couple 
of days later. A newly hatched chick was seen to splash off the nest into 
the water, and as to the manner born, swim away to the .shelter of a ljM?d of 
reeds, tw’eet-tweeting as it went. 

In no illustration or description of the Dabchick in the current Indian bird 
books is mention made of the ivory-coloured, rosette-shaped wattles that grow 
on the cheeks at the base of the bill. These arc regular adornments in breed¬ 
ing plumage. 

The Purple noorhea. Potphyrio poltocephahn. 

The Purple Moorhen together with its smaller cousin, the Moorhen, are 
among the most wily of fowl anywhere within the nesting area. The former 
only allowed six exposures to be made during 36 hours of sittings spread over 
a period o{ six days. Two shots in colour included in this small bag, failed 
to materialize in the. processing. The Moorhen shows a record even blacker, 
for that bird evaded the camera entirely during sittings aggregating ten hours. 
It must however be admitted that although these birds are guaranteed to try 
the patience of Job nevertheless they form subjects .well worthy of effort by 
Job’s younger brother, the bird photographer. 

Althou^ success witli the camera was meagre with Potphyrio, yet the 
wealth of knowledge gained of its habits well outweighed hardships and dis¬ 
comforts. 

The identity of this bird, about tlie size of a local hen, i.s unmistakable. 
It has long ungainly red legs, a heavy red bill terminating in a frontal casque 
across the crown, a bizarre acoutrement which .somewliat mars the beauty of 
its handsome purple blue-green plumage. 

During my reconnaissaiice tr^ to the jheeli while sqoving along the narrow 
waterways cutting into the dense reed-beds, many platforms were seen near 
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the water’s edge. These* 1 was assured* were made by the birds themselves, 
who sheared oif stalks, some two feet above water level and entwining the 
eut off portions make a solid circular platform which is used for sunbathing, 
feeding, etc. The nest was invariably in such a position. Twisted blades of 
marsh grasses line the depression which take the eggs. 

By the discovery of four of these nests in April C.6, €.$, C.5, C.4 and 
one m July C.5, it can now be stated that the Purple Moorhen breeds in 
Kashmir. 'ITie finding of the April nests on the 18th of the month came 
as a surprise, as the last duck shoot of the season took place on the 12 th at 
a time when the nests were just completed, and the first egg at least laid in 
a couple of these. One nest was not more than 70 yards from the butt. The 

eggs are a larger edition of those of the Moorhen, spotted and blotched with 

shades (»f brown over a reddish-stone ground colour. The C.4 mentioned 
above contained a freak set of four pure white eggs, without blotch or speckle. 
The C.6 nest provided an interesting record, the sixth egg was laid in it on 

iVpril j8th, the chicks commencing to hatch out on May xoth. All the nests 

found were in comparatively shallop water, and although a depth of eight 
feet was the most to contend with, it was often a struggle to find the bed 
of the jheel owing to a .semisolid lK»ggy obstruction that inter\'ened. A sudden 
unexpected l>reak through has been the cause of many a good ducking to 
the perilously p< 7 ised .sf>ort.snian in the bows of the shikar a —a merry making 
picture to the spectator, but often implying the loss of camera accessories to 
the careless photographer. 

The tale of my endeavours at photographing the Purple Coot is a tale of 
discomfort, aggravation and comparative failure. From my vantage point in 
the mo^uito-ridden reeds, the birds could be seen or heard throughout the 
long vigils. Would either of them come into the focused area?—No; they were 
as though on ‘Sentry go* patrolling the precincts, sedately picking their way 
along stray fioating re^, or awkwardly clambering up, hand over hand, to 
the top of the bed to gain a belter view of the surrounding country. Their 
calls and cackles gave away their position throughout the long hours. Exas- 
{H'rated by these tantalizing tactics, 1 could not suppress my feelings any longer, 
and proclaimed my presence in plain speaking. The answer to my tirade from 
the nearest bird was both interesting and amusing. It stood its ground and 
with body drawn up to full height, clapped its wings with resounding cracks 
above its back, hooting a succession of hoarse expletives. Then it stalked off 
in its stilted way, flicking its tiny triangular tail in true watcrhen fashion. 
Its loud chuckles as it disappeared into the safety of the reed beds made me 
feel that the bird had indeed won the first round. 

My anxiety for the safe hatching of these eggs, often prompted me to 
end the uneven contest, but having been goaded into stubbornness by the 
seeming indifference shown by the birds for their eggs, 1 decided that even 
should may day-long sittings eventually addle the eggs, 1 would stick to my 
post until such time as the birds themselves deserted the nest. My shikari 
affiirmed that the Moorhen were not in the habit of brooding during daylight, 
leaving incubation to the hot rays of the sun. further stated that tfie 
birds had often been seen taking up their duties at sunset over the apparently 
deserted nest, and not leaving it until the sunrays had gained strength in 
the morning. After my experiences, I favour this view; my day-long sessions 
at the nest did not interfere with the hatching out of the complete clutch. 

After many fruitless hours of waiting I resorted to stratagem and thereby 
met with a certain amount of success. .A horse-shoe shaped clearing, two 
feet wide was made, the nest resting midway between its two heels. All 
weeds were plucked up by their roots leaving a stretch of open water, except for 
a weedy causeway which was left undisturb^ This causeway w^as the normal 
runway used by the bird on its way to and from the nest. It was anticipated, 
that Mng lothe to fly, a .skulker and an expert at threading its w^ay through 
the dense reeds, the bird must eventually use the only land route in the noting 
area. The resultant four pictures taken, depicts the bird in varying attitudes 
of unhurried movement. 

*My final day’s outing on May lotli w'as, photographically speaking, in 
keep^ing Ivith the tuccestton of failure ueually experienced in my pursuit of 
these birds. The bubble, that my ‘horse-shoe* trick would ensure success, 
burst. The sound of a soft •tweet from the reeds near the nest told its own 
tale, but imagine mj deUgbt on reaching the nest to find one chick struggling 
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to release the remaining portion -of the shell from its nether regions, whil^ 
another, with tiny beak protruding from the shelf, was. doing the like. The 
first chick,, an alUblack bail of fluff with tiny red legs and red patch on 

forehead, looked up and, either in answer to a soft tweet from - its twin, 

already hidden in the reeds, or because the sun' rays were uncomfortable^ 
hobbled off to the edge of the nest, and hand over hand made for the shade, 
where it, in its turn, sat tweeting, 

Tht Little Bittern, ixobrychus minuta. 

The Little Bittern is a mina^ture heron,- about the size of a partridge but 
with longer legs, greenish yellow in colour. The male bird is clothed in buff 

and black, the black portions changing to brown in the female. The bird 

gave very little trouble and posed freely. before, the camera. Though common 
in Kashmir in summer, they are seldQm .seen by at* jtliey. prefer the sec¬ 
lusion of the dense reed beds then. It is not until just l)eft»re nightfall that 
they sally fprth in numbers to take up the. flstung..stations, in the shallow' 
waters. 

I was lucky in flnding some that discarded these rules. ,One allowed my 
sihikara' tp creep within photographic range and take a picture of it. Aroused 
by the click -of tlie shutter, position No. 2, thru of alarm, wa.s assumed. In 
this positum the bird brings into play the markings provided by Nature. The 
brown streaks along its thin long neck, now stretched taut with bill pointing 
to the sky, assimilate with the lined back-ground of reeds and obliterate the 
bird. 

The nest is a shallow pad of grasses built in dense reed beds, or occa8ionali> 
in a convenient fork of a semi-submerged willow tree, always near water 
level. Six to eight white eggs form the clutch. The nest chtwen by me for 
operations was placed in a dense rjjed bed, standing In ^ta^^i^ant w’ater, thigh 
deep. , . 

The bird’s glide—no other w^ord describes its easy progress through the 
reeds—is truly remarkable. 

1 be liidlao Great Reed Warbler. Acrocephalus stentoreus hrimnescens. 

It is impossible, to. distinguish in the field between the numerous members 
of the large Warbler family, which * contains a host of small brown birds 
without distinctive features. This Reed Warbler is an exception owing to its 
giant size. It is a little smaller thaa a Bulbul, its large bill and the rich 
salmon red mouth . are seen if at close quarters, throughout the day it 
gapes, to deliver ’its*. Wjne^nsing metallic call. Its notes full of volume and 
exi+befanpL* are -distinctive. Its Kashmir, name ‘Kah Karra Choo’ is a good 
imitation of a. favourite stanza running through many other harsh squawks. 

I look upon him as a coarse fellow, in a family of fine cheery small p<H>ple. 

The bird is extremely common in summer. Its harsh notes Ijetray its 
presence in every reed-bed in which it moves al>out with much,, skill. The 
bird is not a skulker in its literal sense. Often, at this season, it may be see,n 
continuing its harangue from the reed tops unconcerned at the presence of 
a human within arm’s length. Nor is it shy on its nesting ground and will 
allow a close approach. 

Nests are ubiquitous and take the form of .a. massive, deep, cup-shaped 
affaif, made of coarse gra«s but comfortably lined with finer grasses. They 
are suspended between reeds and stalks and attached to three or four of them 
about a couple of feet or so above water level. The clutch . consists of four 
Of; occasionally five greenish eggs.- These are speckletl and clouded, mostly at 

the broad,, and* 

Efforts to picture this bird do not present many difficulties. During my 
$rst attempt, the bird relumed to iJs nest While 1 was still erecting the easily 
handled water-bird apparatus. But it must be admitted that it was slightly 
disturbed when I overbalanced and took a header into the water losing a 
valuable ex|;msai?e meter in the process. It was not quite clear to me whetlTer 
the squawks from the .btrd^'jn th^' depths of -die ireeds meant' to convey concern 
or laughter at .the episode. Be that as it may, I soon finished off the succes*^- 
firf morning’s work, by exposing a whole! roll *b}r 'hand, mating no further 
mconveftience.^ : ; ‘ 




The Pheasant-Taile^l Jacana. 




Tlu* \\ bi^k< rt'tl 
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Owing tQ its jerky mode of climbing up to the stalks and the rapidity 
with which it settles down in the nest, it is difllcult to get a good, picture .of 
the bird unhidden by the stalk it is gripping, or when hidden in its de^p^^est. 

Hie Wbifkered I cra« Chlidonias Uucopareia indica* t 

A flock of dainty streamlined Terns flight, are intent on hunting! They 
advance across the lily-strewn waters of a jheel with bill and eye directed 
downwards. Individuals break away incessantly to dip down with graceful swoop 
to seixe prey from ofl the water or weed. It is a sjgln for the. god.v, and* 
orte common to Kashmir throughout the summer. 

This marsh Tern, being the only representative of its family in Kashmir is* 
easily recognised, as in both sexes, the black cap and general silvery effect of 
the plumage is distinctive. 

Many delightful incidents can be witnessed when watching te|vis at the 
comnu*nceriient of the' breeding season. One, very common at this season -is 
a bird i»i full flight dipping without hesitation to the surface of the water to 
seize a lily stem in its bill and carry it off to the nest. While watching a 
lernery, an intruder in a shikara once approached the colony. ^ In an instant 
every tern look to wing and pandemonium reigned during their menacing 
attack on him. This was the moment chosen by a lazy * blackleg* to pick 
up material from off one of the deserted nests. It s^tved itself the .trouble of 
flying to the far end of the jheel where suitable stems were abundant. Result 
the overturning of the temporarily deserted nest and the loss of its eggs. The 
marauder unconcerned flew off to his own nestipg site to'.deposit thp ill-gotten 
gain. This mamn^^uvre has actually betm witnessed by me on three occasions. 

The fluffy litthj ternlets in their buff-splashed bl^ck clothing present a 
pretty picture. When alarmed they instantly skedaddle Trom the nest and take 
co\er among tht‘ lily leaves, often with only bill protruding above the water.* 

From a photographic standpoint, the bird provides a problem owing to 
the open site of its nest, which is usually over deep water. There is always 
the risk, that the nest w'ill b<? found rifled. Absence of legislation to curb* 
the tempting demands from epicures for ‘Covers eggs* has fumed these eggs 
into a valuable asset, easily obtained by the poor local inhabitant. It is -a 
pitiable sight, to find a breeding colony of perhaps fifty nests or more 
wliich had been agog with excitement and graceful activity on the previous 

evening, lying entirely deserted the following morning. AH the n«*sts, those 
platforms of lily trailers, carelessly interlocked and suppoifteiPI^or lily 
Stems, were empty, ruthles.sly pillaged of their one, two or three bluish speckled 

Tbe Pbeafant-Tailcd Javami. Ilydropkasianus chirurgus^ 

After paddling through the willow^s and reed-beds lining the* m^argins of most 
jheels and reaching stretches of open water, the author of those mysterious 

cat-like mewings beard at intervals in Hu* distance is seen. These black and 
white birds, a large edition of a pigeon, prefer stretches of open water, where 
the lilies and other wtitcr plants grow in great profusion. The distinguishing 
feattires of this Jataha are a long thin black pheasant tail, and a rich golden 
yellow covering to the back of the neck. The ease with which the bird can 

move over floating leaves is due to its disproportionately long toes and claws. 

The Pheasant-tailed Jacana is fairly coihmon in such places, and nests are 
not difficult to find in June. Most nests found by me were built over deep 
water and were structures of the flimsiest type—a few twigs or lotus stems rest¬ 
ing on the surface of the water. One clutch in 'particular containing the 
usual four pegtopped glossy, bronze-coloured eggs^ appeared to cheat the laws 
of gravity entii^l^ by’ resting securely on a layer of gre^n vegetable scum. 

Though the birds' are not shy around the nesting i area, the deep water and 

open surroundings make the taking of a set of pictures a task that requires 

time,, The two or three series were taken over,-aiv average d^pth of 12 feet 

water and without a* ptltch of coyer -for hundreds .0/ ^4^* . . 

’,1 sWrnever forget the day when a half hour sufficed to take all the snap¬ 
shots re/quired. The. nest happened to be on a frequently used'^by jacK,- 

daws -on, their busy .foragings to and fro. A$ 5s thpir wont while In flight. 
ja^Waws give out q calf which sounds; Jjkj? *Jac 1 c\ This ,crj is'treatejjj 
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by the Jacana with much respect. On hearing it, the ow'ner of the nest, regard¬ 
less of possible danger from the camera, rushed to her nest and stood guai^ing 
the eggs, feather’s ruffled and wings quivering with excitement. The frequent 
comings and goings of these jackdaw were instrumental in giving me some of 
the best action pictures in my collection. Unfortunately none are available to 
illustrate this, article as Dufaycolor films were in use that day. The jackdaw 
is ‘arch marauder of the marshes* but as such, becomes a trusty aid to the 
gradually melting photographer. 1 could cite many instances to show that 
all brooding birds have a horror of jackdaws, not because of possible bodily 
injury to themselves, but because of their uncanny ability in searching out 
nests and playing havoc with the eggs during any short absence of the parent 
birds. 

My vantage point gave an extensive view of the countryside in general 
and although both Stilts were in the vicinity of the nest, they appeared re¬ 
luctant to walk into the focused area, until the magic sound ‘Jack* was 
heard in the distance. The reacticin to it was instantaneous. The mother bird 
rushed to her nest, w’hile her mate rose w’ith no>isy cries to intercept and attack 
the approaching marauder. The jackdawr, managed tc keep out of reach of 
the .Stilts’ pointed beak. "The action was soon broken off, the .Stilt returning 
to his marsh, while the jackdaw circled rf»und and made for a Chenar tree 
on the distant sht>re of the lake, the direction from w^hich he had orginally 
come. Now comes the pith of the story. Within five minutes, the incident 
was repeated, the ‘Jack* once again coming from the same direction. Two 
jackdaws w’ere in the air this lime, one flying fifty yards in the rear, and 
as the Stilt was about to overtake the leader, the .second jackdaw closed 
in and tweeked the ext remites of the long red legs, projecting helplessly some 
six or seven inches beyond tht' Stilt’s tail. The .Stilt dropped to earth with 
a shriek of alarm. 'Fhe equivalent of a chuckle, uttered by the jackdaws as 
they approached one another and circled back to the Chenar tree*, savoured 
very much of collusion. 1 leave it to the reader to draw hi.s owm conclusions 
and decide wiiether the.se birds showed a marked degree of intelligence or not, 
and w'hether instances like this should not give fiootl for further serious con¬ 
sideration by scientists, interested in such facts, to amend their previous find¬ 
ings and allow to certain binls the pow’cr of thought and subtle reasoning. 

stilt. Hitttoiitopus himatilopus. 

The Stilt is about the size of a partridge but with Ixxly streanilinevl. 
The long slender black bill, lanky red' legs, quite 10'' in length, together 
with itsh pied plunii'ge makes identifictition unmistakeablc. 

While bird w'atching in the month of March dowm in the Bombay Presi¬ 
dency, a common sight was a gathering of many species of waders rummaging 
in a marshy strip along the w'ater’s edge. Conspicious among them was 
the Black-winged Stilt. Their long legs, enabled the handful of these birds 
presemt, t«) feed in unhustled comfort, tapping a food supply not available 
to the others. It is a long cry from that venue to the Ka.shmir marshes, 
where I w^as extremely lucky in finding a .solitary nesting pair and getting 
a good set of photographs. The birds are very scarce here, in fact, no more 
have even Ijeen seen since by me. The rare spectacle of a Stilt flying over¬ 
head drew me to the area where it had pitched into a muddy dyke. A quarter¬ 
ing of this area through binoculars not only showed me the Stilts but a pair in 
the process of changing duly at the nest. The joy of this discovery was much 
damped. A grass cutting party of Kashmiris was slowly approaching the site 
and not more than one hundred yaids distant, cutting as they came. In spite of 
a strong dose of that universal Eastern remedy ‘Bakhshish’ being handed out, 
a restless night ensued broken by dreams of the certain destruction of such a rare 
nest. However on arrival on the scene next morning all was found in order 
and the day, though one of the most tiring, proved to be a wonder day. 

As my small party approached the nesting site, the birds became agitated 
and rising from the marsh with shrill pipings, mobbed us. It did not take 
long to get the camera apparatus ready for the fray. Little did I realise the 
ordeal ahead as I briskly stepped off the firm ground on to the spongy bog. 
A few paces sufficed to cause the loss of both my shoes stripped off in my 
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efforts to drag out my legs, held hrmly and deep in the glutinous mud. Much 
exertion was required to make the ten yards separating nest from bank. 

A few lily stems carelessly strewn over a patch of green scum on the sur* 
face of the bog were the only means of support for both eggs and bird. How 
such a load does not sink is a mystery. The eggs were large, of a stone 
colour and heavily blotched with shades of brown, and totalled three in number. 

The Patotei Salpt* Rostratula bettghalensis. 

llie stumpy long billed bird, the size of the Common Snipe, presents a 
colourful picture with its brightly barred and oval spotted markings. The buff 
band along crown, the spectacles Ujgether with the buff band of same width 
dow'n each side of the back and joined to the gorgtt, divides the upper plumage, 
from the beautiful wings and tail which are of bright metallic olive green 

patterned with bars of black and conspiciously spotted with buff. The white 
under plumage completes the very pleasing picture given by the birds. The 

male is more drab than the female. 

'File male bird is smaller in size and less show7 than the female and by 
his constantly lowered head and shame>faced gait tells a tale of oppression and 
uncomplaining endurance. This c«mduct is obviously attributable to the over- 
po\s**ring demeanour of the female of the species. Some kink in natur*- has 
made her the dominating partner in all matters sexual, and further, conferred 
on h» r the habit of polyandry. It seemed infra dig to be witness at a .scene wdieni 
three females challengeti each other and fiercely contested the privilege of 

taking off the male bird, who stood in the arena a listless, and entirely dis¬ 

interested spectator. He is the mainstay of the species. Unaided, he deli- 
gen tly incubates the eggs and takes sole charge of the young, while his mate 
k.»»arche< nut other males to ly* tempted into a similar predicament. Nature is 
very 1 borough in its ministerings and seemingly backs up this mode of life, 
.tv m<*sr ‘wisps’ encountered during the sh<H»ting season show a great prepon- 
<]ernnce of males over females. 

The Painted Snipe is not a skulker in the true sense of the w'ord, for 
birds may often be seen feeding or frolicking out in the open. Their mellow 
r.'ill (iifikuli to describe but uninistakeable is heard from all directions of 
mot fling or evening. 1 have found the ne-st in several situations, always near a 
marsh l)ut not necessarily on boggy ground. A tuft of short grass on a 
patch with squekhy puddles appears to 1 k‘ the favourite site. The nest itself 
i« a firm structure made of interlaced rushes and placeil only a few inches 
above water or marsh, 'J'he hlatles of grass bent to form a doine over the 
n**st the sitting bird shelter both from sun and view. The clutch, usually 

mnsists of four l>eautiful eggs of a stone colour boldly blotched and sjK*cl\led 
with a rich browm. 

The birds breed profusely in Kashmir. Many nests with full clutches have 
1 to take pictures. The bird never gave any trouble and gliding on to the 
nest with usual disconsolate look, reaching up occasionally to try and repair 
the covering, disturl>ed during the clearance of the fon^ground by the photo* 
grapher. He sits gasping with open bill and assiduou.sly brood.s the eggs. 

Five futile sessions, covering long hours, w^ere w'asted in my efforts to 
picture the female bird. Dozens could I have taken of the cock bird in that 
time. It was the shikari\s suggestion ‘perhaps the female does not brood her 
#»ggs’—that brought me to my senses. Next day a nest, containing only two 
eggs was chosen, in the hop<; that Milady would oblige by paying a visit 
to the nest to complete her clutch. Fortum* smiled fair; I took three pictures 
of the beautiful female in quick succes^on. It was now deemed gentlemanly 
not to inconvenience her any longer and so all ended w^ell. The pictures turn¬ 
ed out to be good and the bird adtled her third egg to the clutch. 

Tie Tffrictftev w«lir*ffgll. Rallus aqnaticus korejevn. 

The warm brown upper parts, neatly spotted and streaked wdth black, the 
face, throat and underparts of french grey broken by the black and white pat¬ 
terned flanks are distinctive and give to the plumage of this Water-Rail a quiet 
and colourful aspect* The bit! is Jong and red. 

As a subject for the photographer, the bird is second to none—a worthy 
opponent, being the most secretive and in consequence the most difficult t<v 
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watch of all the marsh birds. Its habitat is usually in the heart of exten^^ 
water-logged areas, covered in dense reed, out of reach, of canoes and thus 
dom disturbed. Even should an entry be made after great effort, the chances 
of seeing the bird are still remote. 

During the month of June the breeding call will attract attention, and if 
uttered at close quarters, its vehement cadence and unearthly rumble is startling 
in effect. I well remember the great surprise at my first experience of this 
uncanny gurgle at close quarters. Instead, of some pre-histofid ^ontteCi a small 
bird, the size of a pigeon, stepped into view, jerking its head and flicking its 
tail in characteristic water-hen fashion. The discovery of the intruder in its 
stronghold,- soon ended this first view. With head and red bill extended in line or 
with the body the bird left me a'view of its small triangular cocked‘up tail^ as 
ir. hurriedly scuttled back into cover. I have been lucky in getting opportunities 
iOr watching'ifiis seclusive bird at close quarters. Despite its repertoire of dis¬ 
concerting discords the cooing dove can scarcely give its points at love-making. 
The nest is made of dry rushes and as a rule placed in very thick cover, not 
more than a foot^or so above water. The eggs, normally numbering eight to a 
full clutch,’ 'a^re a shade of green, spotted red. 

The bad going to the nesting site, the necessary disturbance to the area in 
order to open but the foreground, the enforced quiet vigils in the steaming 
reed-beds, make the taking of a series of pi^turfes of the bird], arduous in the 
extreme. The first day’s photography produced only three exposures at intervals 
of roughly four hours apiece, and as it was, considered that a further session at 
this nest might destroy the eggs, a second nest was found, demanding as much 
patience and similar action. As luck would have it, a third nest, found .late 
in the season', provided an easy day with many interesting exposures. Thi.s nest 
was placed in lighter covets within reach of the dyke wall and held heavily 
incubated eggs, ‘ j!vhiQ|i, I am sure, emboldened the patent bird to disregard the 
clicking capiera. 

The dozen or so pictures taken of this extremely shy bird form a, most 
cherished record in my collection. 

The Eaitero Bailkw’i Crake. Porzana pusilla. 

The little rufous-brown Crake, of about the size of a Quail has most of the 
habits of its genus, In keeping with 'family custom, it is a skulker in marsh 
and reed-beds. It can often be flushed however and will take to wing, legs 
dangling, and fly welt for a short distance before pitching again into cover. At 
close quartei*^*’the.^ curiously haphazard smearings of white on its upper plumage 
are plainly' keen.' ‘ 

Although a skulker, this tiny crake prefers liie reeds on the outskirts of 
dense cover for its nesting site and also values shelter in patches of short grass 
growing in a treacherous bog. As far as can be remembered all nests found in 

tangled' grass had some leafy plants very near to them, perhaps to serve as a 

land-mark. ‘Most July nests were found in open sjtes, enabling the watcher to 
get many unobstructed views .of the bird striding over lily leaves or submerged 
reeds.'' / . . 1 ^ 

The nests are most' difficult to ffnd, as at 'the least sound the bird quietly 
creeps away,, but my bicd'Shikari is. particularly expert at laying back reeds, and 
as if by disclosing nests. It was.^^oticeable though, that his thrusjt^ 

with the J)unt pole were iqya.riably directed towards some leafy plant in. Jthe 
tangled reed]?.' The 4^sh nest, placed in a tuft of grass close to water o/r marsh, 
usiiaHy coptaiq'pd 7 to eggs.’ It. was .shaded under a canopy made by the 
drawing together;'of t^he.topSrOf the, surroundijjig grasses* , 

My favourite reach in,search of these birds was on a paftTculqrly treacherqua 
bit of ground, where every footstep was insecure owing to the spongy bog. On 
one particular occasion, urged on by the deftness got 

over this ground, shod in a contraption made on the snow-shoe principle, I 

donned his pair bat my heavy weight Soofl broke through the crust,' and the 
firmly fastened shoes, covering, as they * did, a large area, jammed , in the bog 
and imprisHoned* rfie. ’ Had it not been for th& two followers in attendance, niy 
skeleton might have been all that ‘ remained to - show whefe an over-zeqlous 
sportsman died in search of a tiny bird. •' p* * ’' ' * 
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Plate viii 



The Black-^Mnge(l Stilt. 



Hodgson’s Yellow-headed Wagtail. 
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Plate ix 



The Painted Snipe. 
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I should imagino this crake is ot a pugnacious nature judging by the an^oyr 
ance shown on its' return to an '^opened to view* nest. Us ill-tempered and ixiv 
patient efforts to rearrange the cover to true rail liking, its gruntings an^ 
constant movements presented a problem to the waiting photographer. 

The Nortircrn Ruddy Crgke. Amaurornis fuscus hakeri. 

This Crake, though imbued with the secretive habits of its genu8» is much 
easier to observe as it commonly struts about the open edges of the reed becht 
and even feeds in rice fields. It is a dark brown bird the size of a Common 
Mynah, the rufous tinted mask and under parts, together with the long red 
legs help to brighten up an otherwise sombre garb. ./ 

. Nesting sites in dense reed-beds are less sought after, and generally speak¬ 
ing the belts of light grass on the bunds bordering such fields form the most 
favoured sites. The nest of interlaced reeds or grass is placed either on the 
ground or supported by grass only a few inches above water. This bird is ak 
prolific as its cousin. A full clutch usually contains eight eggs. Being a late 
breeder, nests with full clutches are not found before the first week in July. 
The advantage given to the photographer by the easier-going and an accom¬ 
modating subject is much minimised by the attacking hordes of mosquitoes. 
Only part of a day was necessary to obtain all the pictures required. Twelve 
exposures were made in the space of a couple of hours. But.^t^e did not hang 
on my hands in this bird paradise. Before dusk that eV?}fiiig*scts 6f pictures 
of the Paddy-field Warbler and the Rufous-backed Shrike had- completed the 
only remaining film pack which had been brought out in reserve. A grand day 
indeed out in the bush. . 

Though I am very careful in replacinjg bent, submerged or tied-back grasses 
and restoring the disturbed site to normal, I am sorry to have to say that on 
my return to the site next day (a usual h.al^it of mme to make sure that the 
bird has not deserted), I was furious to find that a tragedy, the first and so 
far the only one to my knowledge, had taken place. A couple of jackdaws 
had spotted the nest while I was busy the previous day. Their persistant attempts 
at rifling the nest were recalled. The sight of the empty egg shells, sucked 
dry, floating on the water, decided me always in future to carry a catapult 
as a deterrent to such prying-eyed rascals. 

The Kasbinir Paddy-Field Warbler. Acrocephalus concineni hokrae. 

This Warbler is about the size of a Sparrow, and when seen in July, has 
an earthy brown upper and buff lower plumage. It looks like a smaller and 
mon* elegant edition of the Threat Reed W'arbler but happily, lacks its incessant 
and aggravating clamour. It is a late breeder, not commencing operations till 
early in July. 

Although not rare on the Kashmir lakes in summer, I have actually watched 
and pictured this hiiM only* on one occasion. 

The nest was a very neat little cup of twisted grass, .wit|i the deep egg 
•cavity lined with finer grasses. It contained four eggs^ It was found' in a 
dense bed of a finer species of grassi fixed to four growing' stems, if bout 
three feet above the surface of the water. 

The bird was not shy, but formed a difficult subject to portray owing to its 
jerky way of climbing up the stems and its hasty jump into the nest w'hen all 
but head and tail becomes obscured. 

Hodffon’i ydlow4ieided Wagtail. MotacHla citreola calcarata. 

The male bird in breeding plumage is striking and a study in black and 
yellow, the whole head and lower plumage being a bright yellow, accentuated 
by the deep velvety black of the upper plumage which is relieved only by the 
narrow white edgings to the wing coverts and quills. 

The female, though dainty withal, is drab in comparison. There is a very 
little yellow in her make up, the markings in her plumage vary to such an 
extent, that one is forced to look upon her ns a nondescript pied bird. The 
obliterative effect caused by these unstudied haphazard lines, when placed against 
the play of light and shade of the grassy background, is remarkable. I have 
three perfect colour transparencies which illustrate this point very well. In 
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spite of the bird being in the immediate foregrouml and broadside on, only a 
few in an audience can pick her out, although she is projected life-size on the 
screen. These birds are rarely seen far from marshland, but none*the-less, exhi¬ 
bit all the characteristics of wagtails—^the brisk walk, the up and down flirting 
4)f the tail, occasional flutters into the air in chase of insects, and the *Chiz-zit* 
call-note, uttered during their strong, undulating flight. The nest is a very 
compact affair cosily lined with w^ool or hair and is placed on dry ground tucked 
away in tufts of short grass. A variety of sites are chosen but all located on 

strips of dry land well out in the centre of sw'amps. Favoured spots include a 

cleft in open waste land—or morfe commonly in tufts of grass on the boundaries 
between rice fields, those repositories impregnated by the nasty organisms that 
deal out the ‘jheel itch*. The eggs numbering four—even five have been found— 
are very heavily spotted almost to the point of entirely covering over the grey 
green ground colour. One of these nests contained a cuckoo’s egg, I was glad 
of the opportunity offered of promptly destroying it to save the lives of the 
remaining four unborn wagtails. The birds arc neither shy on their nesting 

areas nor when stalked in the open. The picture of a male bird, perched on a 

solitary dark green stalk protruding from out of the deep blue water of the jheel, 
is a pleasing sight. 

The ladiis Poad Hem. Ardeola grayiL 

The mystery bird is what I call it—the Pond Heron or Paddy Bird—will 
surely be seen as one moves along swampy waterways, hut that only, if it lie 
striding along with slow deliberate walk. Otherwise, if standing still, its dingy 
dress assimilating with its reedy surroundings, cause it to escape detection. On 
the wing a great transformation takes place. Its drab garment changes to 
white liveliness, as with hoarse squawks it flaps away. 

The Paddy Bird is a later breeder than the other herons of Kashmir and 
in consequence is not found colonising the many heroneries dotted about the 
Vale. This bird commences building its nest of sticks during the second half of 
May, and their blue green eggs are abundant in early June. The nests are 
placed In the branches of the semi-submerged willow trees at a height of ten to 
thirty feet above the w'ater. Many pairs use the same plantations, found scat¬ 
tered about the margins of tlie jheels. 

The male bird at this season replaces his dingy garb for a maroon mantle 
#‘mbeUished with plumes in place of the long hair-like ft*ather!». Th<^ deliberate 
tread used when stalking in the marshes is repeated when with measured stt*p the 
bird clambers along the branches to its nest. 

Beyond the trouble caused by having to transfwrt a big stand and step 
ladder to get at the nest, photography is simple. It is further helped by the 
fact that the bird is confiding, nor will it leave its eggs unguarded to the lender 
mercies of the House Crow, which also breeds in this area at the same lime. 
A catapult in hand had its uses on this occasion and helped drive aw^ay the 
bolder spirits among that band of robbers. 
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BY 

E. H. N. Lowtheb, M.B.o.i'., f.z.s. 

(With 6 plates.) 

JuBt as the ambitioji oi eveiy BqtiBb bird photographer is to 
portray at the uest the lordly Golden Eagle, so too does his counter¬ 
part in India always yearn to photograph the majestic Limmergeier 
at home in its Himalayan fastness. Nor is this surprising. Even 
if we have not had the good fortune to feast our eyes on the bird 
when soaring over its native heath we must have been enthralled 
by what the most eminent authorities say concerning it. Stuart 
Baker refers to it as ‘ this muguiticent bird A. E. Jones, the 
veteran ornithologist of the Simla hills, who probably Icnows more 
of the lammergeier’s day-to-day habits than any other person alive, 
describes it as being ‘ one of the finest birds in God’s creation ’, 
while Whistler writes of it ns ‘ this grand bird ’. Further, SAlim 
Ali tells us it shares with the sarus crane the privilege of being 
India’s largest bird. But this is not all: we are told the lammer- 
geier’s power of fight is ‘ very wonderful ’, that it is ‘ the poetry 
of aerial motion ’ and that the bird rises * upwards of a thousand 
feet in a few minutes in big circles without a single stroke of the 
wings'. If to this be added the fact that its average wing-span 
is nine feet and that in days of yore the bird was credited with 
carrying off lambs and even babies, it will readily be understood 
that the goal of every' disciple of Bichard Kearton in Hindustan 
must be the photographing of Gypa^tus barhatus at its cliff eyrie. 
Fond hopes and actual realisation are, however, verj’ different 
matters and, ns far ns I know, Bengt Berg, the Sw'edish naturalist, 
and I, are the only individuals who lin\e succeeded in photographing 
the Ifimmergeier at its nest; and inv pictures were not obtained 
till April 1945. 

Why, it may well be asked, has the lamniergeier not been 
photographed move often? In a measure the paucity of bird photo- 
grt^hers in India explains matters but in a greater degree this is 
due to the inaccessibility of the eyrie. This is usually built in n 
recess or even in a small cave of a sheer cliff, and frequently an over¬ 
hanging ledge protects it from falling stones. Its position there¬ 
fore makes the setlang up of a hiding tent a difficult matter even 
if we possess the necessary nerve to be lowered to the site. Aiwitber 
oontributcMfy factor is that the l&nimergeiex breeds at a time of year 
tvheti the average bird photographer is content with his lot in the 
plains, and his imagining that because the breeding season is be¬ 
tween November and March, it is improbable that anything will be 
doing at the eyrie in April, and even less during May, months 
which he tries to spend in the hills. Consequently once in the 
Himalayas,' he seeks not the l&mmeigeter’s nesting cliff but oon- 
cenhrates his enei^s on smaller fry. Wherein be makes a great 
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mistake: at all events I did. My delight can therefore be imagined 
when in September 1944 Mr. A. E. Jones told me that if I could 
visit Simla the following April he would put me on to a Imumer* 
geier’li eyrie not ten miles' distant at which he thought 1 should 
be able to photograph the parent birds. Of course, he pointed 
out, the young one would be fairly big then, and might not be 
fed as often as when small, and opportunitii$s of obtaining 
pictures consequently fewer than would be the case earlier in 
the year. That, however, I told myself, Would make no difference; 
and I determined there and then that if I were only shown an 
occupied nest nothing would prevent me from photographing the 
Ifimmergeier at home. , ’ . ^ 

Early in March Mr. Jones wrote to say he had two occupied 
eyries awaiting me. Accordingly I ‘ reported for duty * to him 
on loth April Before, however, I tell of my experiences in the 
hiding tent it will, perhaps,’ be advisable to describe OypaSius 
barbatuSf say something concerning The Flying Dragon, as Bengt 
Berg has very aptly called the lammergeier. - 

Four feet in length, the lammergeief • or bearded vulture, 
referred to also (erroneously) as the golden-headed eagle, or sim'ply 
the golden eagle (another species altogether), is usiiany seen in 
flight when the upper parts "appear brownish-black with silver 
shafts to the feathers. The wings and tail are long,' the latter 
wedge^haped,- a characteristic which, with the size of the bird, 
makes identification easy even if there were not other distin¬ 
guishing features. Above the eye is black patch which extends 
forwards and downwards in thick bristles to form a c^onspicuous 
* beard *. The head and neck are cream-coloured as also are the 
lower'parts, including the legs down tO'the knee, Uit the cream 
is tinged with a lovely deep orange, particularly in old birds, while 
most birds have a black gorget across the breast, more pronounced 
in some individuals than with others. The bill is greatly hooked 
and the iris light orange in colour with the sclerotic membrane 
(the ‘white* of the eye, so to spe<tk) blood-red, a combination 
which makes the bird look extremely fierce and cruel and was 
probably responsible for the old fables concerning the lammed 
geier*s depredations among mountain sheep and goats.' Immature 
birds are a dull black and have the same black' ‘ beard ‘ as the 
adult, and appear not to assume the full plumage until they are 
about five years old. ' ' ^ / * 

The Itimmergeier occurs as a resident species throughotit the 
Himalayas and the tributary ranges'^ in the North-West, being 
found from plains-level—^A. E.' Jones saw it at BaAvalpintJi, over 
the railway station—^up to at least "24,000, ft.., at which height 
it was* observed soaring by one of'the Everest 1 expeditions. It 
breeds between 1,200 ft.^ at which elevation Jones* found n nest 
containing two’ eggs in the Camphpllpur district (Journal, voK 
xxvii, p. -8(X)), and. 14,000 ft., if not higher (New' Fauna^, the 
-breeding season extending from Novernbe>‘to March (Whistler's 
Eopular Handbpok^ 3rd edition).’, The ne6 t,fa huge pdle of sticks, 
branches, graii^s* wool, skins, bbhes.or'^rags; ris-* birilt &i:a-ifecesslor 
4ttnall ckvfi of -Cliffy as already Indieatctf^ and* dontirifi 

ianyfhing'^frpm one* to thlkfee eggs; "often one»o*nly7bei6g laid, two 
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' The goal of every disciple of Richard Kearton in Hindustan must be the photographing 
of Gyl^aHus barbatus at its clift eyrie \ 
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being the usual clutch, and three very rare,' Mr. A. JE. Jones 
having once only found a nest with thie number. No matter 
how many eggs are laidr I learn from Mr. Jones that he has never 
known more than one young reared from any nest. 1 learn further 
from him that each pair of birds usually has two or three irest-sites 
and that even if one is occupied for two or three years in succession 
it may be abandoned for no obvious reason in favour of one of 
the others and yet be used again subsequently. 

Despite the fact that it is generally considered to be the 
connecting li n k between *the Vultures and the Faloonidae, the 
la;nniergeier is in habits a vulture albeit a very magnificent one. 
The best authorities are agreed that its food for the most part 
consists of bones, the smaller ones being bolted whole, the larger 
carried up into the air and dropped on to rocks, the resulting frag¬ 
ments being swallowed later: whence it derived ■ another of its 
trivial names, ossifrage (bone-br6aker). It also seems to be agreed 
that the laiurnergeier is given to a carrion diet and even visits 
rubbish heaps at hill stations, both of which facts agree with 
my own observations. It does not, however, fight with other 
vultures for the tit-bits of a carcase; instead, ‘should it visit one 
while the filthy meal is in progress, the lamnlergeier stands by, 
looking on till the other vultures have left—and they do' not 
depart until the carcase is cleaned—^when it sets about the blood- 
covered bones of the dead animal, an incident witnessed by a 
number of observers including myself. 

While it is agreed that the lainniergeier is a scavenger and 
lives on bones, carrion and offal, it is by no means clear whether 
it sometimes attacks or kills animals or birds; and yet the belief 
is common that it does. Even though a great deal of literature 
bearing on the subject is not to hand as 1 writ*e, I find it stated 
in three places that the bird sometimes kills its food: by Whistler 
in the Popular Handbook, .Stuart Baker in the New Fauna, 
and Colonel A. E. W'^ard in the Journal, vol. xvii, p. 728. As the 
matter is one of importance it will be as well to quote in full what 
each says on the subject. W^histler writes:—‘ living things it 
seldom kills \ The Netc Fauna observes:—‘they have been seen 
to carry off fowls, wounded game-birds, such as partridges, 
pheasants, etc., and Ward records finding a hare in the stomach of 
one bird’. Col. Ward report^s:—‘I have taken mouse-hares out 
of specimens shot, and on one occasion this vulture took a woun¬ 
ded chukor which was crouched on a rock.* 

These statements, to my mind, are not convincing. Nowhere 
iamongst Whistler’s numerous writings can T find any reference 
to his having personally seen a lammergeier attack an animal or 
bird, Wounded or otherwise; nor does he quote any other ornitho¬ 
logist to 8Upf>ort what he states. These same obsen^ations apply 
equally to most of what is ^stated in the New Fauna, and. one 
cannot help feeling that because n dead animal was found in the 
stomach of a lammergeier—it will be noted that they were niouse- 
hfires and not a harer-it appears to have been presumed to have 
been killed by the bird.. Presumption is not proof and we are 
teR with Ward’s record of the taking of a wounded chukor. 
Whether this inoident was witnessed by himself or somebody else 



504 JOUFNiL, BOMBAY NATURAL HIST, SOCIETY. Yoi. 4^ 


is uot clear, but even if it came under .Colonel Ward s personal 
notice, might not the liimmergeier have taken the wounded bird to 
be a dead one.? We are told it was crouching and it is conceivable 
that the attitude adwted by a wounded bird may soinetimes be 
that of one which is dead. Per contra, though it is no proof that 
the bird may not occasionally resort to killing^ it is signihcunt 
that two such careful observers as Messrs. B. B. Osinaston and 
A. E. Jones, both of whom know the lammergeier well, state that 
they have not seen it attack or even threaten a living animal, a 
statement which, in the latter's case, includes birds, and probably 
also where Mr. Osmaston is concerned. Apart from these consid* 
erations, however, it must be emphasised that Oypaetus does not 
swoop down on its dead food and carry this off in the way the 
kite does; instead, after alighting near by, it approaches it care* 
fully. When such is its attitude towards offal, bones, etc., it 
seems improbable that the lammergeier will attack a living animal 
or bird particularly as its feet are not adapted to this end: the 
claws are blunt Uke any other vulture’s and not curved and shari>ly- 
pointed as in the case of eagles. 

Personally, 1 should like to think that the lainnu*rg(?ier is a 
killer, but with the existing evidence, and considering its structure, 
I cannot bring myself to believe that such is the case: whatever 
may be its correct position in the avian hierarchy, 4ts habits are 
those of a vulture. 

And now’ it is high time we visited the eyrie at which my 
photographs W'ere obtained. The illustration gives a good idea of 
the precipitous crag on w’hich it was built and the attendant 
difficulties of portraying the bearded vulture at its nest which 
in this case, faced north-east and was situated at an elevation of 
about 6,250 feet, (The lowest elevation in the Simla hills at which 
Mr. Jones has found a nest containing eggs is 2,500 ft.) My 
first impression was that the lammergeier must be the King of 
the Bag and Bone merchants, for the nest w’as a huge collection 
of soiled sticks and dirty old rags and pieces of wool, with a large 
piece of sacking billowling in the breeze; this the bird must have 
had considerable difficulty in cany’ing. On these reposed pieces 
of green bottles, old bones—real \^terans these—rand horns. The 
far wall was wdiite with droppings, possibly of years. Presently, 
as I reconnoitred liow to reach the eyrie, where best I could 
position tl)e hide, the female parent—^larger than her consort— 
came into view. After soaring round a few times on motionless 
wungs, she settled on a ledge of an opposite cliff. The bird had 
nothing in its bill and apparently nothing in its feet: I felt she 
had merely come to see the intruder on liar domain. I was mis¬ 
taken—it had brought a dead jungle crow, concealed between its 
" Oxford bags ' w^ell tucked up against the body. This it proceed¬ 
ed to tear to pieces and swallow. After a few minutes, seizing in 
its feet what was left of the oorby—J had in the meantime moved 
away from the nest s immediate vicinity—the lammergeier saUed 
across to its nest, the crow' visible as the bird took off but com¬ 
pletely hidden again w^hen the feet were drawn up against the 
abdomen. There now' proceeded from the eyrie much squealing, 
and I came to know' it contained a sdngle young one. This was 
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Arrow marks the nest. 
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Phoio^ by h, H. L'ju.tker. 

* The noise of the focal plane shutter going off caused the A tit-bit for the squab, 

bearded vulture to look searchingly in my direction 
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dark brown in appearance and fairly well-featliered but still covered 
with great deal of earth-coloured down, particularly on and un¬ 
der the wings, about the legs and on the body, and fell over w^hen 
it toddled forward. My estimate of its age was a month to six 
weeks. Soon the larnmergeier emptied its maw on to the floor 
of the nest, in stages, as shown later, and gave the regurgitated 
food to the squab. Finally it tore off pieces of flesh from the 
crow's carcase and fed these, one at a time, to its offspring which, 
throughout, shook its wings in an importunate manner and never 
ceased squealing. 

The larnmergeier spent about ten minutes at the eyrie and on 
its departure the young bird retired to the for end of the nest^ to 
be invisible to the public gaze. 

Investigation showed 1 could not work tliis nest from above: 
either I would be too close, or if I located the tent on a further 
narrow ledge, my view would be obstructed by a projecting rock. 
The only alternative was to see what could be done from below. 
Fortunately the cliff here curves slightly and a spot was eventually 
found on Avhich the bide could be positioned. It was not entirely 
suitable as the distance from the nest was rather greater than 1 
should wish as well as slightly too low, and the projecting rock 
still obstructed my view, but pictures would be possible and the 
feeding of the young bearded vulture interfered with little, if at 
all: which mattered most. 

The hide was put up on the IBth April, in the morning, and 
beautifully camouflaged on all sides as well as the top. This done, 
T proceeded to a suitable vantage-point some distance away, to 
study thipugh the glasses the lamniergeiers' attitude towards 
the encroachment on thedr nesting-site as well as to observe the 
bird-life and scenery about me. 

In front was a fairly wide vaUey; beyond, a range of snow- 
co\^red mountains. The stream running through the valley was 
now dry but pools occurred here and there, at which dhobis banged 
clothes on the rocks, whistling through their teeth as they did 
so. On the mountain-side garments of many colours were drying 
ill the sun. Further away were scattered villages and hamlets, 
and on the left a fair amount of cultivation. Hard by, a small 
stream trickled over boulders, the water borne away in channels to 
irrigate the fields. Here, two Himalayan whistling thrushes vied 
i\'ith one another for the possession of a third, and a pair of white- 
chapped redstarts, gloriously handsome in their immaculate white^ 
and bright black and chestuut livery, spent a couple of days before 
moving on to their breeding grounds higher up. On the cliffs 
were numbers of kestrels. Again and again these chased jungle 
crows which ventured too close to their nesting-sites, squealing 
fiercely as they did so, or flew around for spoi^, opening their 
tails fanwise as they / banked showing off ithen to advantage 
the characteristic black band, the males most handsome. Two 
small parties of. slaty-headed parakeets dashed by, going up-hill. 
Common Indian swifts were busy vjisiting chinks in the cliff about 
the. Iftmmergeier's eyrie where also blue rock-pigeons were im 
terested in sundry crevices, while striat-ed swallows invctstigated 
their old nests under adjoHning ledges> Overhead sailed hugo 
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HimjJayan gid^n vultj^res iu different stages of plumage^ looting 
l^e aeroplanes, and large scavenger vultures ,which appeare^d whiter 
tWn I had ever seen them/ From the green crops, below came 
the emphatict rasping notes of the black partridge, a call which 
once learnt can never be mistaken for any other, pown in the 
galley, about Jiabitations,, hpopoes uk-uk-uked, and for the first 
time this season I heard, faintly, the welcome notes of the Asiatic 
cuckoo. Day by day these came nearer and inside the week the 
bird was uttering its familiar call on the outskirts of Simla itself. 
On the rocks large lizards lazed, basking in the sun,, black in 
appearance. Surely, I thought to myself, these will later be snap¬ 
ped up by the kestrels, to feed their hungry faniilies? 

As I sat surveying the countryside, listening to the various 
bird calls about me, grateful for being out of the heat of the plains, 
suddenly a laAimiergeier came into view, a mile or more away, 
CQjutouring on riiotionkses wings the mountain-sides, but approach¬ 
ing the nesting-cliff. A couple of minutes later it was less than 
thirty yards distant, often above, sometimes below me, yery hand¬ 
some in its silverrshafted plumage and the creamy-orange head, 
neck and lower parts. At this range the bird looked enormous. 
Bound and roulnd it sailed, now peering to the left, then to the 
right, the * beard ’ very prominent. Often it seemed that the bird 
would settle by the nest. Each time, however, it caught sight 
of the hide and as frequently .sheered off, the baby vulture 
squealing querulously whenever it glimpsed its parent. 

It was clear that the lammergeier did not like the look of things, 
^hat it was reluctant to ;retum ^ the eyrie, for presently it alight¬ 
ed on a ledge of the cliff above me. I now remembered, ftron 


what I could understand of the Swedish text, that Bengt Berg 
had found the bird to be very scared of his hiding tent qnd at one 
tiirie feared it would desert its nest- Was history going to repeat 
itself? An hour, two hours passed, and yet the beanhid one had not 
ventured to its eyrie. I was beginning to think T must demolish 
the hide^ erect it further away in the first instance, when the 
second bird put in an appearance, actually using its wings. Both 
parents were now circling round me, in opposite directions, but 
soon, to my intense relief and joy, the iiew-oorner settled on the 
nest, followed immediately by her mate. The latter, having 
brought lip food from the crop, departed in a hurry, leaving the 
mother bird to give the squab an ample meal. She was at.-th© 
neBt quite a quarter of an hour. 

.This"^ v^aj3,the only occasion that I saw boi^ parents lit the-syrie 
together. ‘ . 

' \Now I was happy again;'now I felt certain that on the morrow, 
g^hn fine weather, , the Ikmmergeier would'enter my ‘studio', that 
r would adi’ its portrait to my collection of * Celebrities aqd I 
^nt to sledp that night looking forward to a full and ejfcitiiMr day 
An! the 14th .April. , c: 

^Mdbtjji^ople* are aware of the fact that the bird photc^raph&i^ 
iB^^acco^Jpahied .4c> the hiding tent by an assistant, his pi^oipal 
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* My efforts at jiortrayinj; the lammcrgeier arriving at its eyrie were greatly 
simplified by tlie young bird giving warning of the parental approach’. 



LAMMERGEIER 



‘ As the huge bird dropped with a roaring crasli on to its nest-ledge, a number of high¬ 
speed photographs were obtained of ‘ The Fl\'ing Dragon”, 
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the Itoiinergeier, however,, I took no risks, and two assistants 
saw me into the hide. That they did their work efficiently, and 
the bearded vultures had accepted my shelter as a natural part of 
the cliff, was clear a quarter of an hour after they left me, when 
the.young Iftmmergeier started squealing and showed itself at the 
fore-part of the nest, the movement causing a swarm of flies to 
rise into the air. A few seconds later the male parent alighted 
at the eyerie but for some minutes did nothing except gaze in my 
direction or down the valley. Seen at such close quarters the bird 
looked extremely fierce and powerful, and one could understand 
how it was that earlier generations endowed the ossifrage with extra¬ 
ordinary and quite unnatural powers of strength. The squab con¬ 
tinued to give tongue throughout bdt did not use its wings as it 
had done when first I saw it; nor were its pinions employed again 
when being fed, or in anticipation of being given food, during the 
«ix days spread over a period of three weeks, that I spent watching 
the birds. 

On this occasion, as on every other when the food brought had 
to be regurgitated, the young vulture was fed towards the back of 
the nest. The parent’s head and neck were then hidden from view 
by the rock referred to earlier. Nevertheless there was no diffi- 
<»ulty in telling when the bird was being ‘sick’—anything from 
four to six times at each session—its body assuming a strained 
poise as when a dog vomits. It was equally easy to know when 
the disgorged food was being given to the squab. Food was given 
to the chick as and when disgorged, before more was brought up. 

The young vulture was not fed by regurgitation alone though 
this was the usual mode of feeding: occasionally the lammer- 
geier arrived with the meal held in the bill—once it was a rat— 
but more often in the feet. It was the exception for the young 
bird to advance to the front of the nest on the approach of a parent 
when the meal was to consist of regurgitated food: it seemed to 
know when it was to be fed in this manner though its judgment 
was at fault on two occasions. When, however, food was brought 
held in the bill or feet, the squab invariably moved to the exposed 
part of the eyrie and there partook of the banquet provided, 
squealing the whole time. On these occasions the noise made 
in tearing off a piece of flesh or breaking a bone—at this stage 
the work of the adult birds—must have been audible at some 
•considerable distance. 

Occasionally the young vulture was fed twice in half an hour 
but the interval generally varied from one and a half to tw’o and a 
half hours, while once it was over three hours. No matter when 
it had last been fed the squab was alw'ays ready for the next meal. 
It was only when the interval approached or exceeded the two- 
hour figure that the chick ventured to that part of the nest w'here 
I could see it. Then did it gaze anxiously all round the valley 
and into the skies for,a sight of its parents; and if there w’as no 
sign of them it passed the time pecking about for any small piece 
of flesh or other unconsidered trifle which had worked its way into 
the nest. It was now that the squab sometimes exercised its 
wings, slowly and clumsily, and usually succeeded in falling over 
:in Ae process. It was clear it would not be able to leave the nest 

7 
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for many weeks, probably not until tbe beginning or middle of 
June, just before the monsoon broke, which is the time, speaking 
generally, that the young l&mmer^^ie^r first goes out into the 
world in Mr. Jones* experience. 

It was not only hunger or the sight of its parents that brought 
the young vulture»to the front of the nest. This occurred also 
when three blue rock*pigeons flew into the cliff with the intention 
of alighting on the eyrie. They almost ‘ looped the loop * to get 
away on noticing the squab inside the recess. The latter*s sur¬ 
prise too was obviously great, for it came out at once into the 
open to have a *look-8ee* what the commotion was. Again, a 
common mynah filching material for its nest in a niche close to 
the lammergeiers* home, invariably brought the baby vulture out, 
as also did an aeroplane which circled round each day. Strangely 
enough the sight of the plane made the chick squeal in just the 
same way as when it saw a parent approaching with food. 

The longest period spent by either parent at the eyrie was 
seventeen minutes, this when a large rat constituted the meal. 
Food brought in the bill, or carried in the feet, invariably caused 
the lammergeier to remain longer at the nest than stuff disgorged: 
in the former case each visit averaged between ten and fifteen 
minutes; in the latter about eight minutes. 

The actual photography of the bearded vulture presented no great 
difficulties except that fresh plates not being obtainable in the 
market I had to use old stock brought back two years previously 
from my last visit to Kashmir. These plates had deteriorated 
somewhat in quality and in consequence a larger stop had to be 
employed than would have been the case with fresh material, the 
result being that that depth of focus could not be secured which 
one would wish. Another drawback was that, too often, owing 
to the young vulture being fed towards the far end of the nest, 
photographs could not include the head and neck of the lammer- 
geier. Notwithstanding this, anything from two to six exposures 
were made each time the chick was given a meal at the more open 
part of its home. Further, my efforts at portraying the l^mer- 
geier arriving at its eyrie were simplified by the young bird giving 
warning of the parental approach. Thus, when nothing of interest 
had taken place before me for the space of an hour, or even two 
hours, when also my thoughts sometimes strayed to such topics 
as the possibility of being offered an early passage to the United 
Kingdotn, or where I would eventually settle, my fingers were 
instantly brought to the shutter release-iever on hearing the squab 
squeal; and as the huge bird dropped with a roaring crash on to 
its nest-ledge, a number of high-speed photographs were obtained 
of The Flying Dragon. 

Eeaders will realise how greatly T am indebted to our fellow- 
member, Mr. A. E. Jones, not only for enabling me to photograph 
the lammergeier at home but also for much of the first-hand infor¬ 
mation brought. out in this article. I take this opportunity of 
thanking him for all the help so generously given. 



ASSOCIATION BETWEEN THE MALLOPHAGA AND THE 
iriPPOBOSCIDAE INFESTING BIRDS. 

BY 

M. Atiqur Rahman Ansari^ m.sc., 

{Research Student, Imperial Agricultural Research Institute, 

New Delhi). 

While studying the Mallophaga of the birds of the Punjab, the 
author came across the following two examples of phoresy between 
the Mallophaga and the Hippoboscidae: — 

1. Columhicola columbae (L.): Mallophaga, was carried by Pseudolynchia 
canariensis (Macq.): Hippoboscidae, collected from the Indian Rock Pigeon 
(Columba livia intermedia Str. : Colunibidae). 

2, Philopterus sp. : Mallophaga, was carried by Ornithoeca sp. : Hippo* 
boscidae, collected from the Bank Myna {Acridotheres ginginianus (Lath.): 
Sturnidae). 

Ewing ( 1927 ) summarised the records of phoresy between these 
two groups of insects. This information has been completed upto 
1937 in the present paper. Jt is unfortunate that in several in¬ 
stances full information is not available. Either the Mallophaga 
remained unidentified or the Hippoboscid was not determined. This 
detracts considerably from the already too meagre information 
available. The phenomenon is of such interest that it deserves a 
careful and extensive study. 

There are only 18 instances on record in which complete inform¬ 
ation regarding the bird-lice, bird-fly and the bird-host is avail¬ 
able. 

Statement i gives the available records. Other necessary parti¬ 
culars have also been included in the statement. This analysis of 
the available records will help to clear the position, and attention 
is invited to the following points: — 

(a) In most cases the bird-lice carried are the true parasites of 
the bird from which the Hippoboscid flies were collected. 

(b) In five instances the bird-lice belong to a bird-host different 
from the bird from which the Hij^oboscid flies were collected, but 
these birds are closely related to the bird-host of the lice and the 
commonness of the Mallophaga on the fly-hosts is a possibility. 

Martin ( 1934 ) records Columhicola columbae (L.) being carried 
by Pseudolynchia canariensis (Macq.) from Columba livia Gmelin, 
from the U.S.A. Adie’s ( 1915 ) record from India may represent the 
same association, as two out of three elements are common, viz., the 
Hippoboscid and the bird-host. The present record agrees with 
Martin’s record in every detail, and it is interesting that in regions 
so wide apart instances of identical associations occur. 

.Regarding Philopterus sp. being carried by Ornithoeca sp., there 
is no definite previous record. There are records of Philopterus sp. 
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and P. stumi (Schrank) being carried by Omithomyia fringiUina 
Curtis and one record of Philopterus sp. being carried by Lynchia sp. 
There is a single record of Omithoeca pusiUa Schin carrying an 
undetermined species of bird-louse, from Eucichlajcyanura Bodd. 
from Batavia. 


Mallophaga 


Recorded host of the 
Mallophagan sp. 

1. Deiecriella rotundaia 

Corpus brachyrhyncos 

C. aenerkanusi 

(03 b.) 

hesperis: Corvidae 

Corvidae 

(McAteo-1822) 

2. DegeerieUa deficiens 

Cyanocitta r. sielleri : 

Cyanopica cooki : 
Corvidae 

(p.) •• 

Corvidae 


(Spencer 1928) 


Geospiza fuUginosa, 

3. DegeerieUa interposiia^ 

Metospiza meiodia : 

Geosptza foriis and 
Camarkyuckus varie* 

(Kell) 

Fringillidae 

gatus: Fringillidae 

(Ewing 1927) 

4. do. 

Hyloeichla u* ustulata : 

Dendroica bryanii : 
Mniodltidae 

(Thompson 1937) 

Turdidae 

Nesomimus panmt* 
sue and Nesotmmux 

5. do. 

Dumetella carolinensis i 1 

(Ewing 1927) 

Mimldae 

carrmgtofd: Mimidae 


The commonest instances of phoresy are DegeerieUa species 
being carried from different bird-hosts by Omithomyia fringiUina 
Curtis and O. avicttlaria L. 

A species of DegeerieUa is recorded as being CJU'ried by Orni- 
thesa metallica (Sch.). 

The only other species recorded is Ardeicola hotauri (Osb.) car¬ 
ried by Lynchia botaurinorum (Swenk.). 

As to the significance of this ‘association* the following sug¬ 
gestions have been made by Ewiqg ( 1927 ):— 

1. The Mallophaga attempt to obtain blood that the Dies them¬ 
selves have imbibed from the birds. 

2 . The Mallophaga are perhaps attracted by the higher body 
temperature of the fly on a dead bird. 

3 . The Mallophaga arc attracted by some odoriferous secretion 
of the flies. 

4 . The Mallophaga use the flies as transport agency from one 
individual or species of birds to another and from a dying or dead 
host to a living one. 

Considering these four suggestions more closely, we find that 
the first three do not hold. 

1 . The Mallophaga subsist on feathers, scurf, scales and other 
epidermal products. It is only in cases of wounds or bruises on 


* ‘It is of interest to note the marked commonness of parasitic species to 
the genera G^ospim and Camarhynchus, thus lending weight to the belief of 
tJieir very close relationship.*—KelIoia|, V. L. a Kuwana, S.I., i^oa, Froc. 
Wush. it cod. Set., iv, p. 45a. 
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the host that they feed on blood. Therefore, the, suggestion that 
the lice obtain blood from the flies, cannot be upheld. 

2. The Hippoboscid flies are known to leave the defunct host 
almost immediately after its death while the Ischnocern Mallo- 
phaga do not,**as a rule, leave it, rather die in situ. If ever they 
deviate from their usual habit they may do so only after the tem¬ 
perature of the dead body has decidedly gone down and that too 
for favourably warm places on the host’s body. 

In the case of crows, the lice were seen to swarm about the 
head region two to three hours after the deatK of the bird. They 
were apparently so panic stricken that they moved in and out the 
feathery covering for likely favourable spots, persistently biting the 
feathers here and there and attaching themselves by their strong 
sharp-edged mandibles to the fragments coming in their way. But 
they did not quit the body at all. From this it may be inferred 
that lice will fasten upon Hippoboscid fly, if the latter comes in 
the way, but not purposely for reason of the higher temperature of 
the fly. 

3. An examination of the specimens of the bird-flies in the col¬ 
lection at the Punjab Agricultural College and Research Institute, 
Lyallpur, and the collection at the Imperial Agricultural Research 
Institute, New Delhi, was carried out. Forty-three specimens of 
Oruithomyia comosa Aust. from the Indian Sand Martin, twenty- 
one specimens of Lynchia maura Big. \^^Pseudolynchia canarien- 
sis (Macq.)] from the Indian Pigeons collected from Mandalay, 
Calcutta, Pusa, Rawalpindi and Kasauli, and numerous unidentified 
Hippoboscidae from various birds were examined. Not a single 
example of such an association was obtained from these specimens. 
Thompson (1935) examined about 150 bird-flies of various species 
from the British Isles and Uganda, and failed to find a single 
instance of this relationship. If the Hippoboscidae secreted an 
odour attractive to the Mallophaga, the instances of association be¬ 
tween 'the two bird-parasites would have been of more frequent 
occurrence. Therefore, the theory of attraction by the bird-fly odour 
does not seem probable. 

4. We now consider the last suggestion, viz., that the Mallo- 
phaga use the Hippoboscidae as a transport agency from the 
dying or dead host to a living host, or from one individual or 
species to another, or in other words as a means of intra or inter¬ 
specific dispersal. It is true that the Hippoboscidae are highly 
specialized Cyclorrhapidae, provided with well developed, toothed 
or spined claws for clinging to the hosts, and possess mouth- 
parts for piercing and sucking the blood of the host on which 
alone they can subsist. They do not ordinarily leave the host until 
the latter dies (Thompson 1937a). However, host specificity is not 
a marked feature of the Hippoboscidae. Most secies have a wide 
range of hosts and extensive geographical distribution. 

Omithomyia aviculnria L. and Omithomyia fringillina Curtis, 
the two commonest fly-partners of this association, are found on 
a variety of birds, such as the rayens, jays, sparrows, skylarks 
(Passeriformes); wood-peckers, dwk (Coraciformes); hawks 
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(Accipitres); peacocks, partridges (Galliriae); herons, egrets 
(Her^iones); etc, {Psyche ^9, p. 81; Ent. Mon. Mag., 73, p, 47), 
If the transport of the Mallophaga through this agency were a 
common occurrence, there would have been cases of common 
Mailophagan parasites on these widely separated birds. Actually 
the Mailophagan parasites of these birds are quite distinct and 
constitute well defined groups and in most cases have only one 
true host. 

Hopkins (1939) said: *It may be slated definitely that in most 
cases a given species of louse has only one true host, though it 
may be found accidentally on unrelated hosts and more or Jess 
normally or closely related species. As our knowledge increases 
through more careful and detailed work on the systematics of the 
Mallophaga, the number of instances in which a given species found 
to occur normally on more than one species of host is being gradual¬ 
ly reduced and especially it is found that for a given species of 
louse to be common to two hosts, a much closer degree of relation¬ 
ship between the hosts is required than was formerly thought to be 
the case.* In the absence of definite evidence to substantiate the 
suggestion, therefore, the Hippoboscidae cannot be regarded as a 
regular and orthodox means of transport but may serve the purpose 
of an occasional, though important method of dispersal. The Mallo¬ 
phaga when transported to a suitable host may establish itself, or 
may die off when it reaches an unsuitable bird. This method of 
transport may have been responsible for some cases of plurality of 
hosts of some of the Mallophaga. 

The Amblyccron Mallophaga are active, abound near the skin 
of the host and are furnished with mandibles which work horizont¬ 
ally, while the Ischnoceron Mallophaga are inactive, live among 
feathers and are provided with mandibles which work vertically. 
Ibe members of the latter group when at rest maintain themselves 
in position by holding on to the feathers by their mandibles. It is 
probably on account of this habit that they cling to the flies and 
are the only group of the Mallophaga recorded in ‘Lice-Fly* asso¬ 
ciation. 

Conclusion ,—From the above it appears that the transport of 
Mallophaga by the *bird flies’ is purely accidental^ and is not a 
common feature. 
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tute, New Delhi, through the kindness of Dr. Hem Singh Pruthi, 
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SOME BUTTERFLIES OF THE ARAKAN COAST. 

BY 

Major J. C, Gladman (JR. Signals). 

The following list has been compiled from the collection and 
observation of the butterflies of the Arakan coastal belt made by 
the author during the third and final Arakan campaign from Novem¬ 
ber 1944 to the end of June 1945. The list is by no means com¬ 
plete, particularly as regards the butterflies of the wet season, 
but a fairly comprehensive survey was made of the dry season 
broods. The ‘Skippers’ were somewhat neglected and a good dozen 
species were seen that were neither collected nor identified. The 
areas in which the observations were made are listed below: — 

The dense mixed jungle be-^ 
tween Cox’s Bazaar in the 
north to Ramkapellaung in> 
the south; the hills and litto¬ 
ral of the Teknaf Peninsula./ 

Bawli Bazaar, Maungdaw andl 
Buthidaung; the foothills of | 
the Mayu Range. ] 

Ramree Island and the islands! 
and mangrove swamps to the> 

East. 

Taungup Area. > 

- j 

All the specimens were taken at elevations between sea level and 
4C0 ft. The vegetation of this coastal area is varied, but except for 


Early November to mid-January 
i.e. from the end of the rains 
onward. 


November and January. 

21 January to ii June, includ¬ 
ing the first two weeks of the 
rains. 

18 to 22 March. (A raid on the 
area during which, incidentally, 
one of my officers earned a 
posthumous V.C.) 
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the jungles south of Cox’s Bazaar and the hills of the Teknaf pen¬ 
insular and the Mayu Range, it is nowhere very dense. Between 
Ramree Island and the mainland there are several miles of mang* 
rove swamps which did not appear to support many species of 
butterflies. 

The code numbers and classification of the butterflies in this 
list are according to Evan’s Identification of Indian Butterflies, 
second edition, the volume that gave me my introduction to Indian 
Butterflies when 1 first arrived in this country two years ago. The 
months during which each species occurred have been indicated 
when the period covered by a brood was restricted. Where the 
insect appeared throughout the period of observation no dates have 
been given. 

A map of the area may be found in Vol. 45, p. 605. 
PAPILIONIDAE. 

1 . A 1*1 7 Trsides lieleaa csrbcnis, Pd. 

Ramree, just before the rains. No specimens were taken so the identificat¬ 
ion is not positive. 

2. A 2-9 Tros liecfsr, L. 

Locally common in E, Bengal as far south as Teknaf which is its southern 
limit. 

3. A 2-XO 7 Troi irlstolachlie foatopeltis, Roth. 

Not rare from Teknaf southwards. Specimens from further south have 
more extensive white markings than those from Teknaf. 

4 . A 3-5 7 . CkllaM clytia oaptpe, M. 

5. V. difsialllin, Evans. 

Not rare, May and June. 

6 . A 4-2. Papillo MBMa ageaor, L. 

Common. The 9 v. alcanor was not seen. 

7 . A 4-25 Papilla polytet roaalat, Cr. 

8 . $ V. sticlilas, Uttb. 

9. S V. cynM, P. 

cJ common. The 9 cyrus and stichius forms were not rare. The typical 
9 absent in S. Arakan where P. hector does not fly. Stichius mimics the 
local form of T. aristolochiae to the extent of having very extensive white 
markings on the bii^d wing. 

10 . A 4-27. ^ Papula dattaieai daaaiesfl, L. 

11. A 4-27. 9 Pipitia daaateas mayaflaa. Wall. 

The nominotypical race flies as far south as the Mayu Range. Specimens 
of demoleus from Ramree southwards appear to belong to the race malayanus. 

12 . A 5 - 4 g. Pdtiiyta aandat flwlalMai, M. 

13. A 5-6 7 . Ptttiiyta iidl pha fii paMpiHaa, P, 

Found round tree-tops of most hills at the beginning of the rains. 

14. A 6-3 7 . Zattdfidaaanaitaa, Pd, 

Ramreet June, not rare. 

15. A 6-8 9 . gatidea ag aiMH i at e t, L, 

Widely distributed, but not common. I found one newly emerged 9 drying 
her wings on the barrel of a recently fired three indi mortar I 
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PIERIDAE. 

16. B Leptosia oina niaa, P. 

Common, found fluttering aimlessly in the undergrowth throughout the day. 

17. B 4~10 3 . Pierls canldla Indlca, Evans. 

Uncommon. 

IS. B 6-4 3 . Delias hyparete hierte, Hub. 

('ommon, particularly from November to January. 

19. B 6-11. Delias descombesi leocacaatha, Frub. 

(S very common, 9 rare, although I have bred descoutbf^i since in Java 
and found the females to be, if anything, in the majority. 

Both these species of Delias were commonly seen flying over mangrove 
swamps, 

20. B 9-2 7 . Cepora ncrissa dapha, M 

21. B 9-3 7 . Cepora nadlaa nadioa, Luc. 

Neussa common, nadina not rare. DSF Jan and Feb; WSF June. 

22. B 10-5 7 . Appias lyncida hippoides, M. 

23. B 10-6 3 . Appias albioa darada* Pd. 

24. B 10-7 7 . Appias paoliaa adamsooi, M. 

'rile D.SF of lyucida was common in January and February. Albina and 
paulina occurred earlier, from November onwards, but were never very com¬ 
mon. The WSF Apptas had not appeared in Arakan by June nth, but I 
saw them in Rangoon later on in the month. 

25. B 11-L Catopsilia crocale, Cr. 

Very common, but was not seen at al! in the dry weather. A mass em¬ 
ergence took place in Ramreo Island on April ist. 

26. B 11-2. Catopsilia pomooa, F. 

27 . $v. catllla, Cr. 

28 . 5 V. bidotata, Fruh. 

Appeared only in the dry season. Btdotata is a distinct form, differing 
from catllla in having two quadrate, purple, sub-oostal patches unh instead ot 
the extensive purple blotches covering a large part of the W'ing. 

In this area pomona may quite possibly be the DSF of crocale. 

29. B 11-4. Catopsilia pyrantbe miooa, Herbst. 

30. B 11-5. Catopsilia florella giioffla, F. 

Both very common in the coastal scrub. Florella most in evidence from 
November to January. 

31. B 15-4 Furema blanda sllbetaaa, Wall. 

32. B 15-5 7 . Ettrema taecabe hecabt;, L. ^ 

33 . B 15 - 6 . Eorena lacteola sariaoldes, Fr. {Eurema simulairtK sarinoides. 
Fruh.) 

E. libythea and E. laeia w<‘re not recorded. Blanda was common, but only 
locally. I have taken several dwarf hecabe from various localities from Cal¬ 
cutta to Rangoon. Expanse 30 to 32 mm. There appears to be nothing inter¬ 
mediate between these and the normal butterfly which has a span of at least 
40 mm. One aberration of hecabe was found, having a dark streak from end 
cell under the sev unh, the streak being about 3 mm. long. 

I took one 9 simulatrix sarinoides, Fruh., in Ramrce. It was sent 

to Brigadier Evans who has confirmed the identification. There is no female 
in the British Museum and this specimen has therefore been sent to Brigadier 
Evans i^or inclusion in the B.N. collection. 

34. B 17-2 V‘ ixias pyrene Intlfisciatai But. 

Locally common. 
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•35. B 19>7. tfebomoia glaacippe flaucippe, L 

DSF cummun down tu sea-level in January and February, but fewer occurred 
from March to June. The WSF appeared in Rangoon at the end of June, 

36. B 20-3. Pareronia Valeria hlppiat F. 

Common. Generally smaller than indicated by Evans; 62 to 75 mm. 

DANAIDAE. 


37. C 2-2. Danais agleoidea, Fd. 

A single male taken in Ramree, March. 

38. C 2-9. Daoala llmaiacc matiaa, Fruh. 

39. C 2-11 Daoals gautama gauUma, M. 

40. C 2-12. Danaia plexippui, L. 

43 . C 2-13 Danaia nelanlppns indlcua, Fruh. 

42. C 2-15. Daoala cbryaippoa, L. 

.Ml fairly common except gautama of which I have only one male lakcn 
at Teknaf in December. 

43. C 3-1 Eoploea oiutciber mulciber, Cr. 

Common. 

44. C 3-2<^ . Euploea alcatboe doubledayit Fd • 

One pair from Kamrce Island in June. 

45. C 3-7 8 . Eoploea core layardi, Druce. 

Not rare. 

46. C 3-8. Eoploea godarti. Lucas. 

47. V. plain apex upf. 

rhe commonest huploca in the aiea. The \ariety with a plain apex upf 
was also common, but only males were seen. 

48. C3>10o{. Eoploea deione delooe, Wd. 

49. C 3-15 0. Eoploea diocletlana diocletlaaa, F. 

50. C 3-17 p. Eoploea klogll klogii, M. 

51. C 3-18 7 . Eoploea crassa craasa. But. 

Dioilchana and kUitiii not rate but local, particularly the former. I found 
no lemale dwcleiuina .«t all. 1 ba\e one male deione from Teknaf, DecemU‘r. 
Alihttugh all species octur tin th»* mainland and in the mangrove country, the 
numbers and vai ieiy »>n the islan<ls are much restricted. 


.S.XTYRIDAE. 

52. D2-9 3. Mycaleiis peritos blaains, F. 

53 . D 2-10 0. Mycalcsis nineua ninena, L. 

54. D 2-12 0. MycaieaU vlula neoviaala, Fruh. 

Perseus and miiieM.v were both kKrally common. The DSF appeared in 
November and the WSF at the Itegirning of June. A single male vus'tla, 
WSF, was taken on Ramree Island in June. 

Two very tattered W.SF m.ales of mineus, obvious survivors from the pre¬ 
vious* year’s brood, were taken on 8th March when they \vould be at least five 
months old. 

55. D 3-22 7 . Ulbc fobfl* rohrlo, F. 

I found this insect only on the bamboo-covered eastern slopes of Kalein 
Taung, a small hilly island to the east of Ramree. 

56. D 14-11 0. Yptbima bsbMri bubperi, Kirby. 
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57. D li-lS y, Ypthima baldus baldtts, P. 

Both common, the seasonal forms appeared with those of Mycalesis. 

58. D 16>3. Oraotrioeoa medus nedus, F. 

Not common. WSF from June. 

59. D 22-1. Melaoltia leda iamdoe, Cr. 

There appeared to be considerable overlap of the seasonal forms. Fresh 
DSF insects were appearing in June when the WSF was already to be 
seen in abundance. 

60. D 25-1 7 . Efymiiiafl hypernaesira uadularla* Drury. 

Male common, female rarely seen. 

NYMPHALIDAE. 

61. E 10-1 0 ., Dlscophora tulfia zab Wd. 

In thick jungle, especially where (here is bamboo. I have observed these 
butterflies from a distance of a few inches, but never managed to catch one. 

62. F 1-2 B. Cbaraxea polyxeaa hierax, Fd. 

63. F 2 - 27 . Eriboea athamaa athanas, Dr. 

Not rare in the dry season, polyxena the rarer of ihc two. 

64. F 18-3 7 . Euthalia iepidea sttaavara, Fruh. 

65. F 18-7 Euthalia jahnu jahou, M. 

66 . F 18-14 f], Euthalia garuda garuda, M. 

Euthalia were never very common, except for garuda, w’hich was common 
in Rarnreo Island, February. Jahnu w'as found only in the jungles near Cox’s 
Bazaar. 

67. F19-3. AdoUasdirtea iadeltioa, Fruh. 

I found two males on a jungly path near a hill top on Ramree in June. 
They were both very old specimens, just enough left of them for me to effect 
an identification. 

68 . F 20 - 7 . Partheuoa aylvla gambrlaiua^ F. 

Locally common. The brood was new in November, and no new specimens 
appeared after January. In one nullah near Teknaf it frequently came to the 
water to drink from the mud and bask on the stones. 

69. F21-7. Lebadea martha atteuuata, M. 

Not rare. Very little different from the description given by Evans for 
L. martha ismetie, Db & Hew. 

70. F 24-7 7 . Unenitia procria procris, Cr. 

Not rare in evergreen country. 

71. F 25-2 Paotoporia uefte inara, Db. 

72. F 25-3. Paotoporia cama, M. 

Neither very common and extremely local. 

73 . F 26-1 0. Neptis colunolla ophlaoa, M. 

'4. F 2^2 0. Neptis Jumhah jambab, M. 

Both common. 

75. F 26-6 0. Neptis hytas astola, M. 

76. F 26-6 7 . Neptis hylas adara, M. 

Both races occur on Ramree island, aUhpugh the general one is adara 
w’hich also occurs down the coast. The cc»itrast between the golden ochreous 
underside of adara and the ferruginous brown 6f astola is very noticeable. 
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77. F 26-7 0. Neptis lomA loiiia, M. 

78. P 26-8 3 . Neptis sandioa sssruta, M. 

Both found at Teknaf in December. Both rather rare, particularly sotna^ 

79. P 26-32 3. Reptls bordoola hordoala, Stoll. 

Common. 

80» F 30-1. HypoUmnas mlsslpus, L. 

81. P 30 > 2 . Hypollninas boiina, L. 

Neither very common except lor the female of boUna which was much in 
evidence just before the rains. The male hoVma rarely seen. 

82. P 31. Yoma labioa vasuki, Doh. 

Not rare. Fond of rucU> nullahs and generally seen near water or in 

bamboo jungle. 

83. F 33-7. Doleschallla bisaltide Indica, M. 

Quite a common butterfly, but very difficult to catch owing to its habit of 
flying off into the thickets as soon as disturbed. 

84. F35-1 3. Precis hlerta magna, Evans. 

85. F 35-3 7 .. Precis lemonias lemoolas, L. 

86 . F 35-4 Precis almaaa altnana, L. 

87. F35-5. Precis atlltcs, L. 

88 . F 35-6 7 . Precis Iphlta Iphlta, Cr. 

All widely distributed. In ad<lition to almana and iphita, the others also 
Siih<»w marked seasonal variation. The WSF apiKais in June. I have not 
seen P. onthya anvwhere betw’et*n Calcutta and Rangoon. 

89. F 41-7. Cupfaa erymanthis lolls, Sulz. 

90. F 42-1. Atella phalanta, Drury. 

91. F43>3. Issoria sloba siaba, Koll. 

All are fouml together, especially on Lantana. Sitiha is rather less com¬ 
mon than the others. 

92. F45-1. Clrrochroa fasclata, Fd. 

93. F 45-3 Clrrochroa tyche mithlla, M. 

Fairly common inhabitants of shady Jungle paths and nullahs. 

94. F 47-3. Cethosla cyaoe, Drury. 

Not rare, but I did not .set‘ any after mid-December. 

95. F 49-1 7 . Ergolls arladae pallidior, Fruh 

96. F 49-2 5. Ergoils meriooe assama. Evans. 

Both locally common throughout the year. 

l.RVCINIDAE. 

97. G 2. lmtro» flegyas iodlcas, Fruh. 

98. G 4-5 7 . Abisara echerios angulata, M. 

Ahvays tt» be found flitting around jungle paths and clearings. 

LYCAENIDAE. 

99. H 5-3. Qerydus bolsdttvall assamtiisis, Doh. 

100. H 8 -o^. Spalgis epiuB apius, Wd. 

Not rare. 

101. H 11-1 Castaliiis rosinoo rosimoa, F. 

102. H 11-2 3 . Castalias calala decMIft, Hew . 
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103. H 11-3 Castaliui ethioii etbioo, Db 8t Hew. 

Not rare. Mostly from November to January. Rosim0n widely distributed 
but the others rather local. 

104. H 13. SyttUructtS plinius, F. 

105. H 23-<<. CbHadet labis laias. Cr. . 

May and June, Common. 

106. H 24-4. ZIzeeria lyahBoo, Hub. 

107. H 24-6 3 . ZItecria otls otis, F. 

Common. The only two zizeeria seen. 

108. H 25-1. Eacbryaopa coejoi, P. 

109. H 25-3 3 . Eocbrysops pandava paadava, Hors. 

110. H 26-1 o^. Lycaeoesthes emolus emolus, God. 

111. H 27-1. Catacbryaopi alrabo, F. 

112. H27-2. Catacbryaopi lithargyria, M 

113. H 28. Lampidea boeticua, L. 

114. H 29-1 <^. Jamidea bocbaa bocbua, Cr. 

All c«)nimon and widely distributed except Itihat^yria, which was rather 
rare. 

115. H 29-4. Janldea cleodoa para, M. 

116. H 29-5 3- Jamidea celeno celeoo, Cr. 

117. H 29-9 3* Jamidea alecto euryaacea, Fruh. 

The wet season broods cover most of the year. I have seen them as late 
as December and they appeared on Kamne Island early in March. DSF 
form December to April. Cleodus and alecto not rbre, but only occur in the 
jungles, unlike celeno. 

IIS. H 32-3 Nacadaba bermus oabo, Fruh. 

119. H 32-8 3 . Nacaduba curava euplea, Fruh. 

120. H 32-15 Nacadaba oora nora, Fd. 

All fairly common. 

121. H44-1. Caretis ibetla, Drury’. 

Teknaf, November and December. 

122. H 46-1 8 * iionfieldia anita arracana, GrS. 

Not rare, November to January. 

123. H 49-28. Amblypodia kbamti, Doh. 

Cox’s Ba/aar. 

124. H49>32<i^. Amblypodia agaba aareila, Kvans. 

125. H 49-32 3- Amblypodia agaba agaba, Hew. 

These two races overlap in R.'miree Island. .IwrWia flying to the north, 
agaba to the south. 

126. H 49-36 7 . Amblypodia ccataaroa ccntaania, F. 

127. H 49-39 3 . Amblypodia amaatca amatrig, De N. 

Centaurus was very comnum at all times along the coast. Amantes occurred 
with it, but was never so common. 

128. H 53 - 7 . Uxura atymam coatiaoataHi, Fruh. 

Locally common. D.SF November to February; W.SF end of May on¬ 
wards. 

29. H 57-12. Spiadatii ayama peg«aa«a, M. 
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130. H 57-13 Spla4uli loblta btaudayaaw, M. 

A new brood of lohita appeared at the end of February. It laste<l only four 
or five days as a host of lizards immediaUdy set to work to pick them off 
Che Mimoat bushes on which they were wont to sit. Their lobes and tails 
had afforded a certain measure of protection, judging by the number of insects 
I saw wiih these parts neatly removed with a lizard’s bite. .S. lohtta seemed 
to be preferred to Lycaenesthes emo]u% which commonly ferl off the same bushes. 
.V. syama not rare. 

131. H Talorla meUifHfata, DeN. 

A single male taken at Kyaukpyu, February. 

132. H 70-7. Cberitra freja freja, P. 

Rare. I have one specimen from Cox’s Bazaar m January and one from 
Ramree in March. 

133. H 80-3 Hypotycaeoa erylus himavaotos, Fruh. 

134. H 83>I Daudoryx epi]arba8 amatlnt, Fruh. 

135. H 85-15 Rapala pberitimua petosiria, Hew 

136. H 85-14<,^. Rapala dieoecea dieoecea, Hew. 

137. H 85-17. Rapala jarbas, F. 

I have takfm all these butterflies from the same clump ol bushes at Kyaukpyu 
in Ramree Island. None of them ar» \er\ ct»mmon anywhere al(7p^ the toast. 

138. H 87-^. Biadahara phocldea phoddes, F. 

Tw^o males on Ramree Island, in a jungl** tli .uing, »‘arly June. 

HESPKRHDAK 

139. 11-70. Haaora badra badra, M. 

140. 1 1-15 0. Faaora tamlnatua bhavara, Fruh. 

141. I 1-16. Haaora alexia alexia, F. 

<>rcur together in the scrub near the sea shore. 

142 12 ?. Ismene mahiotba, M. 

143. 15. Badamia exclamatlonis, Fab. 

Not rare. 

144 I 14-3 0. Tagiades obacurua meetana, M. 

145. 114-5.>^. Tagiades attlcos khasiaoa, M. 

(\>mmt;n in palm gio\es .ind umler tlv banks of muddN pru)l!!>. 

146 1 21-3 Saraogesa dasahara dasahara, .M. 

Ramree Island, f.orally common. 

147. I 25-1 Odonloptilain angulata aura, Fd. 

'feknaf, uncommon. 

148. 1 42-1. Ampiaia dloscorldes, F. 

149. 1 43-9. Aeramaclius pygmaeua, F. 

150. 1 46-2 0. lambrix aalaala aalaala. M. 

151. 1 51-^. Saacoa pulligo aubfaaciatoa, M 

152. I 57-2. Udaspea folaa, Cr. 

All common except pygmaeus which w’as not often seen. 

153. I 59-1 0. Qangara tbyrala thyrala, F. 

Not rare. Generally flies very early in the morning or .at dusk. 

154. I 64-1. Matapa aria, M. 

155. 1 77-1. Uokaaa attina, Hew. . , 

Not rare, Evans gives ‘Basscin’ as the farthest north that -aiitua flies. 

8 
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156. 191*1 Astycas augias angla% L. 

157. 1 91*>2 Aatycas pytblas banbaaae, M. 

Both common. 

158. 1 97-24 Baoris conjuncta Javana, Mab. 

159. 1 97-33 ^. Baoris teileri clnnara, Wallace. 

There were several other Baoris that 1 did not catch or identify. Conjuncta 
was not rare, zelleri common. 


ANALYSIS 

Number of species and forms, excluding seasonal forms, found to occur 


in the area :— 

Papilionidae. j 5 

Pieridae. 21 

Danaidae, 15 

Satyridae. 9 

A mathusiidae. i 

Nymphalidae. 35 

Erycinidae. 2 

Lycaentdae. 40 

Hesperiidae. 21 

Total 159 


A NEW PEST OF. SUGARCANE IN INDIA—iCER FA PI LOS A 
NARDI GREEN (COCCIDAE). 

(With two plates.) 

BY 

T. V. Venkatraman, m.sc. 

(Department of Entomology, Indian Lac Research Institute, 
Namkum, Ranchi.) 

Introduction. 

While engaj'ed in the study of the pests of sugarcane under 
the Imperial Council Scheme for Research on Insect Pests of 
Sugarcane, the writer came across a large mealy-bug doing consid¬ 
erable damage to very young sugarcane seedlings at Coimbatore, 
South India. Specimens were identified as Icerya pilosa nardi 
Green. The species was originally described by Green (1922) as 
Icerya seychellarum var. nardi from *a single specimen found on 
mana grass (Andropogon nardus) on uncultivated land at Diyata- 
lawa, Ceylon’, and later on regarded it as Icerya pilosa var. nardi 
{^ 937 )- This is the first record of the species from the mainland 
of India and mentioned by Isaac (1937) as noticed for the first 
time on sugarcane in India. Since then a number of coccids in¬ 
cluding the above one, attacking sugarcane in India, are listed 
by Pruthi and Rao (1942). 





Icerya pitosa nardi (in-f-n. 

(For cxplanatioa s<^‘c end of artirlo.) 
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Nature of Damage, Food Plants, and Distribution in India. 

The pest was first noticed on young sugarcane seedlings in all 
stages of development, mostly on the under surface of leaves. The 
nature of the injury caused is the extraction of the sap and the 
consequent weakening of the plant. In the case of very young 
seedlings, the leaves turn yellowish and the plants invariably die. 

The choice of the food plant by this insect appears to be iirnitei] 
within the family Graminae. In addition to sugarcane it is found 
attacking Saccharum sponianeam in Coimbatore and S, ravennae 
Linn., in New Delhi. 

This mealy-bug is recorded from Delhi, Karnal, Meerut anvJ 
Coimbatore. 

MORPHOLOGICAL NOTES 
The Female 

Fitsi-sta^e nymph (PI. I, figs. 10-12). 

It is more or less oval and brick red in colour. The dorsum ha.s a thin 
tuating of waxy seention. The limbs and antennae are well developed and 
greyish in colour. The antenna is six-segmented, the terminal being the 
longest. There are two kintls of ceriferous pores on the dorsum ; six bilocular 

pores along the median line and numerous .small multilocular pores distributed 

all o\er the dorsum. There are s»ix long setae wdth well developed collars in 
the anal region. T'hc first pair of .spiracles alone are present at this stage. 
Length o-6 mm. to 0*7 mm. 

Second-itage nymph (PI. I, figs. 13-15). 

The antennae are stouter, the first, second and third segments are thick and 
the rest are basally constricted. The terminal segment shows a distinct 
diNision making it se\en-segmtnte<l. The bilocular pores found in the first 

stag<' I(X)se the central partition and become unilocular, highly chitinised, and 
each pore bears a seta. Fhe multilocular pores increase in number. Length 

1*8 mm. to 2 0 mm. 

Thtrd'i>tage nymph (PI. I, figs. lO and 17). 

This stage resemble.s the adult female in all respects except in size. The 
antenna is distinctly seven-segmented and all the segments are provided with 
long hairs. Both the pair of spiracles are present, the anterior being irregular 
in shape. The tibia is slightly archid. The tarsal claw is long and provided 
with tw'o denticle.? on the inner .surface. The anal ring is heavily chitinised. 
Length 2-7 mm. to 2-9 mm. 

Adult female (PI. I, tig.s. 1-9 & PI. II, fig. 1). 

The adult female, just before gestation is* quite red in colour. The dorsum 
is highly convex wdth a dense coating of w’hitc meal. Long waxy filaments 
are present all over the dor.sum, which are more numerous towards the 
posterior end. The posterior extremity carrie.s a brush of stout mealy pro¬ 
cesses, The limbs and antennae are dark red in colour. Length 4-9 mm. to 
9‘9 mm ; breadth 2*4 mm. to 3*8 mm. 

The species re.sembles /, pilo&a (ir., in all morphological characters except 
in its larger size and in the possession of distinctly serrate claws. Green (1937) 
thinks that ‘it may eventually prove to be a distinct species’. 

The Male 

The first and second instars are similar to those of the female. 
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Third-stage nymph,. 

Sex differentiation takes place soon after the second intmlt. The male 
njfinphs at this stage are distinguished from those of females by the longer 
al^omefi. 

Feufih-stage nymph. 

At this stage the male is very much elongated and the head is clearly 
marked out from the rest of the body. The wing pads also have made their 
appearance. 'Fhe anal end of the abdomen is prominently bilobed and fleshy. 
The body is practically devoid of any mealy secretion. Length 3*1 mm. to 
3*4 mm. 

Pupa (PI. I, fig. 19). 

The pupa is distinguished by the prosence of prominent wing pads and 
well developed anal appendages. The antennae are also very much elongated. 
Length 3*0 mm. to 3*2 mm. 

Male cocoon (PI. I, fig. 20). 

The cocoon is elongated and loosely constructed of waxy filainent.s. It is 
partially open at the posterior end. Length S-o mm to 0 mm. 

Adult male (PI. I, fi,g. r8) 

The male is reddish in colour with a thin coating of white meal : eyes 
dark red in colour and very prominent. 'Fhe antennii is ten-jointed and with 
bi-nodose joints. The abdomen is provided with a pair of fleshy appendages, 
each carrying 6 to 7 long setae. Length 27 mm to 3 7 mm. 

MATING, EGG-SAC FORM M ION AND OVIPOSITION. 

Males are very much fewer in nuinb^^r than tin* females, 'i'he male, soon 
after emergence, wanders about for some lime before it selects a female for 
copulation. The whole proces.s of copulation lasts from 4 to 6 minutes. A 
single male was observed tci copulate with mon* than one female during the 
course of one hour. 

Although copulation was obsei*ved in a few case.s parthenogenesis appears 
to be the usual mode of reproduction as in other Iceryine coccids. Hughes- 
Schrader (1930) has studied in detail the life-history of some Iceryine coccids 
and has concluded that parthenogenesis is characteristic for the genvis as a 
whole. She thinks that ‘copulation may occur betwe<‘n the hermaphrud}t<‘S and 
the occasional males but it is no wise for reproduction.* 

The adult female, before gestation, anchors itself near the base of the 
leaf and from the pores of the ventral band the waxy threads begin to issue 
to forin the ovisac. The ovisac so formed remains partially covered under the 
posterior waxy pr(x:esses of tlie female. Oviposit ion commenci's as MK»n as the 
lowvr layer of the ovisac is form<‘d, the female continuing to lay eggs fur 

about three weeks. In the laboratory a total of 49 eggs wer^' ’airl by the 

lafgest female, a smaller one Ixiying 32 eggs. 

IJFK-IIISTt )R\ . 

The first young hatched in about a yreek afttT the formation of the lower 
layer of the ovisac. The average duration of the egg stage was found to be 
■9 days. The newly-hatched nymph remains inside the ovisac for some tim<* 
Ixifore it comes out. The earliest first moult occurn*(l 17 days after the 

fir.st egg had hatched. The aveiage duration of this instar was found to 
be 19 days. In moulting, a small cleft appears at the antfiior end of the 

nymph find it slowly makes its way out, dragging the body, the whoh‘ process 
lasting from »4 to^^5 -hours. The earliest second moult occurred 16 days aflci 
thft first moult,; the aver/ige duration of the second instar was 21 days. 

Sex differentiation takes place in the third instar. The av(?Vage duration 
of the third instar of the female was found to be 18 days. The total average 
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duration of the life-cycle of the female was 102 days. The third-instar larva 
of the male crawls about for some time and hnally goes under the leaf-sheath 
to spin the cocoon. In this cocoon the third and the final moult, before it 
enters the pupal stage, are undergone. The average duration of the third 
instar of the male was found to be 16 days and that of the fourth ihstar 
8 days. The male lived for 2 to 4 days. The average duration of the life¬ 
cycle of the male was 84 days. 


Table. 

Siininiary of the Life-history of Icerya ptiota nardi Green. 



' Average length in days 

Number of 
individuals involved 

Stage 





Males 

1 

i Females 

Males 

Females 


Egg stage 

9 

9 

8 

33 

First-instar 

19 

19 

8 

33 

Second-in star 

22 

21 

8 

33 

Third-instar 

if) 

i 

iy 

27 

Fourth-instar 

8 

Stage not 

5 




{ present 



Fupa ... 


Do. 

4 

... 

Adult 





Pre-oviposition period 

* Stage not 

! V2 1 

... ) 



present 


\ 

18 

Oviposition petiod 

Period after emergence to 

1 )0. 

23 

... j 


death 

3 

i Stage not 

S i 

... 



present 

i 1 


Total average life-history 


■ i 

1 1 


period 

84 

102 1 

1 44 

1 

144 


Saturai Eueniies (IM. II, llg 2\. 

riie grubs (if the lad)-l)itd beetle, \ovius ^uertni Crrotch were found feeding on 
all st.iges of Icerva and checking the spread of the pest to some extent. Phe 
gi ubs ruf)lure the di>rsum ijf th«‘ nymphs with their large mandibles and feed 
oil the b(Mly cont(‘nts In tbt‘ of tdder nymphs as many as 3 to 4 grubs 

wen* f<»und to attack .1 Miigli* specinwn. Tht* bt*etle grubs resemble the newly 
moulted nymphs of tlie niealv-bug and are easily mistaken for the nymphs. 
'I hey are heavilv parasitised by the encyrtid, Homalotylus flamimus (Dalm.), 
and thus reduce their value as economic factors in controlling the pest. Two 
species of ants are foinul to visit these nauily-bugs for tlu^ sake of their sugary 
excretion and these ants were sometimes observed to attack the beetle grubs 
that attack the coccids. 


Summary. 

i. fhe habits and life-history of Icerya pilosa nardi Gr., a new coccid pest 
of sugarcane in India are described. This is the first record of the species 
from the mainland of India. 

3. The female moulted twice before reaching maturity. The average time 
required for the different stages of the female were: egg stage 9 days, first- 
instar 19 days, second-instar 21 days, third-instar, before gestation 18 days, 
and post-gestation period 35 days. Total life-history 102 days. For males. 
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the incubation period^ the first, and second instars were almost the same as 
in females. Third instar males, however, secreted a cocoon of loose wai: in 
which the third and fourth instars and the pupal stage are passed. The 
total period inside the cocoon occupied, on an average, 31 days. The adult 
male had a maximum life of 4 days after emergence. 

3* The grubs of a lady-bird beetle, Novius guerini Crot., were found 
feeding on all stages of Icerya pilosa nardi and decking the spread of the 
insect to a certain extent. The encyrtid, Honiatotylus flaminius (Dalm.) was 
found parasitising the grubs of N. guerini in certain seasons, and thus re¬ 
ducing the value of the predators as economic factors in controlling the pest. 

T.hanks are due to Mr. P. V. Isaac, Second Imperial Entomologist, Agri¬ 
cultural Research Institute, New Delhi and to Mr. P. S. Negi, Entomologist, 
Indian Lac Research Institute, for kindly going through the manuscript and 
offering many helpful suggestions. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATES. 

Plate I, 

Figure i. Adult female, anterior end showing antenna, eyes 8 t pore. X32. 

,, 2. Adult female, mid-leg. X32. 

,, 3. Adult female, claw. X4S0 

,, 4. Anterior spiracle adult, female. (Enlarged). 

,, 5. Posterior spiracle, adult female. (Enlarged). 

,, 6. Large pore (first type), adult female. (Highly magnified). 

,, 7. Small pore (second type), one in profile, adult female. (Highly 

enlarged). 

,, 8. Third type of pore, adult female, one in profile. (Highly enlarged). 

,, 9. Long seta, adult female. (Highly magnified). 

,, 10. First-stage larva. X40. 

,, II. Ceriferous pores, first-stage larva. (Highly magnified). 

,, 12. Anal seta, first-stage larva. (Highly magnified). 

„ 13. Ceriferous pores, second-stage larva. (Magnified). 

,, 14. Second stage nymph, left antenna. X160. 

,, 15. Second stage nymph, dorsal view, X20, 

,, 16. Third stage nymph, left antenna. xi6o. 

,, 17. Third stage nymph, mid-leg. X40. 

„ 18. Male, antennal joint. X160. 

„ 19. Male pupa. X15. 

,, 20. Male Cocoon. X15. 

Plate II. (Photographs) 

Photo* I. Insects on leaves, in situa. (Nat. size). 

2. Novius grubs feeding on Icerya nymphs. (Nat. size). 

Lettering. —f. Adult female with egg-sac. 

c.g. Coccinellid grub feeding on nymphs. 








A FISHEBY SUKVEY OF EIVEE INDUS 


BY 

Dr. Hamid Khan, m.so., ll.b. (Punjab), ph.d., (Cantab), F.N.I., 

F.A.SO., 

Warden of Fisheriest Punjab. 

{With 3 plates.) 

To develop the fisheries intelligently and scientifically, survey 
of rivers in relation to the fisheries is a necessity. The main 
object of the survey is to acquire a reasonable knowledge of the 
conditions of fundamental importance in conserving the fisheries 
resources and the conditions affecting the marketing of fish. 

River Indus is an uncontrolable river: in winter it dwindles 
to a size of an ordinary stream, but in summer as snow melts in 
the hills and monsoon rains commence, it becomes a vast stretch 
of water, expanding miles and miles in width, navigable by 
steamer at Dera Ismail Khan and Dera Ghazi Khan. At present 
it is navigable throughout its length in the Punjab in winter, whether 
it will remain so in the years to come is difficult to say, as the Head- 
works of Thai Project have been completed and the river will 
partly be diverted into the canal early next winter. The river 
changes its bed practically every year. Not a single map out of 
the four that we had with us represented the present state of the 
river, A year ago the river was miles away from Isa Khel, now 
it flows under its skirts. Similarly at Dera Din Panah the river 
has diverted its course entirely to the west. 

The survey w^as undertaken jointly with the staff of Board of 
Economic Enquiry , Punjab, (Fig. 1 ) comprising of an Investigator 
and two Fisheries Recorders and the journey down the river was 
commenced on the 28 th February, 1944 , in a country boat 
(Fig. 2) in which a field Laboratory was fitted up, (Fig. 4 ). A 
stretch of about 250 miles from Kalabagh up to Guzar Qureshi 
(i.e. boat bridge on road to I>era Ghazi Khan) was surveyed in 
14 days without any untow^ard incident. Weather was fair and 
river was in partial flood due to recent rains. Village officials on 
the way were quite helpful and gathered in number to listen to 
our fishery development programme when a halt was made 

(Fig. 3). 

Game on the river was in fair abundance. Ducks were rather 
fev^r as they were on their return journev to their summer abodes. 
The species of duck seen were Mallard, tufted Pochard and Com¬ 
mon Teal. Bor-headed geese were seen in good number and so 
were various waders* 

FISHERIES OF RIVER INDUS 

Fishery Revenue ,—^The portion of river Indus surveyed lies 
within the jurisdiction of three districts, namely, Mianwali, 
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Muzaffargarh and Dera Ghazi Khan. The fisheries of these dis¬ 
tricts are leased out annually to the highest bidder from Septem¬ 
ber to August. The receipts for the year 1948-44 were as under: — 


District 

TahsU 

Amount 

Total 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Mianwali 

Mianwali 

2.500 ) 



Isa Khel 

1,500 ) 

7,100 


Bhakkar 

3,100 j 

Muzaffargarh 

Muzaffargarh (Indus) 

1.100) 

3,500 


Leiah (Indus) 

5001 


Kot Adu 

1,900 J 


Dera Ghazi Khan ... 

Dera Ghazi Khan 

600 ) 



Jampur 

ISO* 

2.105 


Rajanpur 

Sanghar 

1,255 f 

100 j 




Grand total 

12,705 


FiBhermen .—The contractors engage local fishermen to catch 
the fish. Frotri 400 to 500 fishermen are usually engaged by the 
contractors for fishing in the tract surveyed. These fishermen 
(Fig. 6) are mainly low caste menials such as Muselies (sweepers) 
Julluhas (weavers) or Mohanas (Mallahs) and the Mochies 
(cobblers). Occasionally Zamindars, Qureshies or Pathans take up 
the profession as an exception. In off season the fisherrticn do 
sowing and harvesting. The fishermen are not paid daily wages 
but get two-third of the share of the fish caiight from the contrac¬ 
tor and the latter gets 1/3 share only. Fishermen sell their share 
to the contractor usually at the rate of Rs. 14 to Rs. 20 per 
maund. 

Fishing areas ,—The fishing is mainly done in side streams, 
nallas, dhands or in creeks of the river. Fishenneu allege that 
during winter most of the fish are to be found in the creeks and 
side streams for the reasons that (i) temperature of the river water 
in winter is cold while that of the creeks is warm and water there 
is shallow, and that (ii) the creeks and dhands are full of food and 
afford good feeding ground to the fish. There is sonie truth in it. 
Record of temperature shows that the water in dhands is decided¬ 
ly warmer than that of the river and it was observed that dhands 
had plenty of aquatic weeds such as Ohara and Vallisneria and 
quite a number of Crustacea. 

These dhands appear to be the spawning grounds of fish as 
numbers of fry were seen in them. The fish spawn in July and 
August when river is in flood and ascend side streams and creeks 
to lay their spawn in shallow water. When the floods subside 
some of the adult fish take up their abode in these creeks and 
streams while others find their way to the main stream. 

The creeks and dhands are not permanent fixture but change 
every year with the vagaries of the flood and are usually known 
by the name of the village or tovrn near which they are formed. 
Starting from Kalabagh, the names of dhands, creeks and off- 
i^hoots of the main channel, upto Guzar Qureshi or Boat Bridge 
on road to Ghazi Ghat, fished during the year 194 jM 4 together 
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with the approximate catches of fish taken out from them from 
September, 1943 , to February, 1944 are given in the table 
below. The figures given have been collected by Fisheries Be- 
oorders from the contractors. 

The fisheries of the main river, thus, have not so far been 
exploited at all. The fishermen advance the following reasons for 
their inability to fish in main channel: — 

(i) The main channel is too swift and too deep for their home made nete; 

(ii) They are too poor to have sufficient number of boats to fish in the mam 
channel; 

(iii) The lease ia annual and contractor is reluctant to invest any money 
for the enterprise. 

Method of fishing ,—Fishing nets and other implements are 
similar to those described by the Author in ‘Methods of Fishing'S 
namely. Drag Nets, Casting Nets, Dip Nets or Kurli. The mesh 
of the net is IJ in. square or 6 in. all round. The nets are the 
property of fishermen and so are the boats which are required for 
manipulating the nets. But the contractor often advances funds 
for their purchase or manufacture. Netting operations were ob¬ 
served in Langarwali dhand and also in Dhand Qureshi near 
Bhakkar. A stake net or banda is fixed at the lower end of the 
reach which is intended to be fished and drag nets are worked 
from upstream down towards the stake net and are taken out 
close to the stake net (Fig. 5 ), The catch in Dhand Qureshi 
which had already been fished four times consisted of 7 liiullee, 
{Wallagonia attu) 1 singharee {Mystus aor) 1 rnori (Cinhina mrigala) 
and 1 kalbans {Labeo calbasu). 

Species of fish and their distribution in the river .—Species of 
fish caught in Mianwali district in order of commercial importance 
are Mullee {WallagoJiia aHu)^ Mori (Cirrhina mrigala) Singhari 
{Mystus aor), Khaga {Rita rita) Kohu {Labeo rohita), Theila 
{Catla cwtla) and Saul {Ophiocephalus marulius). In Muzaffargarh 
and Dera Ghazi Khan districts, species of fish are practically the 
same but Mori comes first, next Mullee, then Eohu, Theila, Pari, 
Singhari and lastly Khagga. Saul is occasionally found, Jhalli 
{Eutropiichthys vavha) is also sometimes caught. Mahsir [Barbus 
tor) is not reported to have been caught below Kalabagh. 
Mullee (Wallagonia attu) (Fig. 6), a caniivorous catfish, is found 
in large luaiibers in the creeks and dhands probably due to the 
presence of fry in these waters on which these fish feed. Carp 
especially the big species, namely, Theila and Bohu are fewer in 
dhands than the catfish as they prefer deeper w^aters and would 
very likely be found in abundance in the main channel. 

Food of fish .—Study of stomachs of Mullee {Wallagonia attu), 
showed that the fish mainly consumed small sized fish. Stomachs 
of Kalbans {Labeo calbasu) contained mud, algae and Crustacea. 


‘ ‘Mfethod of fifthing in the Punjsb’, xxxiv, 1930 . 



533 JOURNAL, BOMBAY NATURAL HIST, SOCISTY, Vol, 46 


ProduotivHy of the river Indus. —From the information collect¬ 
ed by Fisheries Eecorders from the contractors, approximate figures 
of catches for 1943-44 were as under:—> 


District 

j Tehsil 

S0Pt. 

Oct. 

Nov. 



Feb. 



Md Seer 

Md Seer 

Md Seer 

Md Seer 

Md Seer 

Md Seer 

Mianwali ••• 

Isa Khal 1 
Bhakkar | 

29—27 

3—31 

103—34 

109—39 

282—32 

223—0 

244—0 

178—0 

158—0 

80—0 

110—0 

D. G. Khan 

Sanghar 

— 

— 

— 

7—29 

61—19 

51—28 


D. G. Khan 
upto CKisar 
Qurashi 

0—35 1 

1 

1—30 

80—5 

28—30 

138—33 

_ 

Miizaffar- 

garb 

Kot Addu 


— 

18—29 

101—14 

141—17 

124—27 


Totals 

34—13 

215—23 

604—26 

381—33 

677—29 

369—16 


Grand total ... 2,283 maunds 20 seers. 

These figures do not include the catches below Guzar Qureshi. 

Mjarketing of fish. —^Fishing leases are auctioned in August and 
fishing commences from September. By the end of next March 
the creeks and dhands are almost completely fished of all the 
sizeable fish. The fry of fish escapes through the meshes of the 
nets. From April onw^ard fishing practically ceases as fishermen 
have neither the capability to fish in the main channel nor facility 
to market the fish in summer. Fish from fishing centres is taken 
on camels to the nearest railw^ay station and sent to the nearest 
markets, namely Mianwali, Peshawar, Eawalpindi, Campbellpur, 
Bannu, Bazmak, Dera Ghazi Khan and occasionally to Jhelum. 
Kail way line runs along the riveir Indus on one side from Kalabagh 
to Mahmud Kot and from there to Muzaffargarh and Multan and 
on the other side upto Isa Khel and then to Bannu. The freight 
charges are paid by the consignee, and the rate at which fish is 
marketed varies from Rs. 30 to Bs. 45 per maund. It is estimated 
that the contractors who paid Rs. 12,705 to Government for the 
annual lease, sold the two thousand and odd maunds of the fish 
taken out from dhands for not less than Rs. 75,000. Out of this 
sum the 400 or 500 fishermen, who were paid a low price for their 
share of catch got about Rs. 26,000 only i.e. Bs. 60 or Rs. 60 per 
fisherman for the year, which is a poor return lor all the labour 
that he puts in. 

Miscellaneous, —^Record of air and water temperature was 
maintained daily. Air temperature ranged from 52*F. in the 
morning to 84*F. in the afternoon and w^ater temperature from 
54*F, to 68®F. in the river and from 66®P. to 72®F. in the dhands. 
Water in dhands was thus warmer than the river. 

2. Oaseous contents. —Dissolved oxygen ranged from 4.6 ec. 
p.l to 6.05 cc.p.l and free Co, from 5.808 to 8.595 co.p.l in the 
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river and from 2.276 to 10.864 oo.p.l in the dhands; fixed Go^ from 
29.824 to 30.841 cc.p.l in the river and from 26.281 to 85.644 cc.p.l 
in the dhands. The water was alkaline with pH value of 8.0. 

8. Enemies of Pish .—^Besides the carnivorous fish suoh as 
Mullee (Fig. 5) and Singhari, the river has large number of otters, 
crocodiles and cormorants and fish-eagles which are deadly enemies 
of fish. Study of stoiiiachs of two cormorants showed that each 
had 4 fish, varying in size from 4 inches to 6 inches. One fish- 
eagle was seen on the bank of the river devouring a 4 pounder 
Mullee {Wallagonia aHu). 

4. Canals .—There is at present only one canal namely Chash- 
mia canal, that is taken out from the river in the stretch surveyed 
and flows towards Dera Ghazi Khan district. It does not cause 
any obstruction to the free movement of fish as there is no weir. 
The Thai Project, however, has a weir but the river is not yet 
diverted to it. 


Conclusion. 

Fisheries of the River Indus are not fully exploited. The few 
nrnunds of fish which are taken out from the creeks and dhands 
represent a minor part of the main fisheries. The fishermen are too 
poor to adopt new methods of Jishing. The contractor, as already 
remarked, is reluctant to invest any money to improve the condi¬ 
tions of fishermen as he gets on annual lease only and may be 
ousted by a higher bidder any year. 

Aoknow'ledqement. 

My thanks are due to the Chairman and Secretary, Board jof 
Economic Enquiry, Punjab, for affording me facilities for the sur- 
Vfe‘.y. The staff of the Board assisted me throughout the survey 
and supplied me with details of the figures collected by them from 
the various sources. The Investigator, Mr. A Latieff, B.Sc., 
helped me in keeping the records of temperature and of gaseous con* 
tents of water. 


Summary. 

1. Survey of River Indue from Kalabagb to Guzer Qureshi covering a 
stretch of a&>ut 250 miles was made by a country boat in 14 days. 

2. The river is navigable throughout its length. 

3. Fishing is done in side streams, creeks and dhands. The fisheries of the 
main river remain unexploited as the fishermen are too poor to invest any 
money in nets or boats suitable for river fishing. 

4. The creeks and dhands are not permanent features and change every year 
with vagaries of flood. The dhands appear to be spawning grounds of fish. 
Their water is shallow and warmer than that of the river. They contain aquatic 
weeds and number of Crustacea which serve as food to the fish. 

5. Fishing is generaiiy done by drag nets in conjunction with a stake net, 
casting net and dip net. The mesh of the net is inches square or 6 inches 
atnmnd though which fry of fish escape. 

6. Species <rf fish found are Mullee (Wallagoniu atiu) Mori (Cirrhina tnngoZo), 
Singhari (Mystus aor), Khaga (Rita Hta), Rohu (Laheo rohita), Thdla (Caila 

Oeeasionally Saul (Ophicsphalus marulius). Jhalli (Butrepiichthyi 
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nachti^ are alio oaugbii. Abundance Mull6e» a carniYOf^s dah^ in creeka ,ia 
probably due to |N:eaence of fry of fish* in tbee^.,watery on wHich' tlra fish feed. 

7. Figures ooileoted from the contractors Ishbi;^ that approximate catches 

ff^ 'the ritet dhands during'1943-44‘-‘were about 2,284 mamidAt were 

sent from the naarat railway station to Mianwali, Peshawar, CampFdOlmr,' 
Bawalpindi, Banna* Bazmak, Beta Ghazi Khan and Jhelum* At present the 
lessees haTe no facilities to market the fish during} the summer, ^e fishing, 
therefore, is restricted to winter. 

8. Beoord of ten^perature and gaseous contents show'ed that air temperature 
ranged from 62 F. to 84*P. and water temperature from 64*’F. to 68‘F. in the 
river and from 66"F. to 72®F. in the dhands. ‘ Dissolved oxygen varied from 
4.5 cc.p.l to O.05 Oc.p.l and free (3o, was 6.308 to 8.696 cc.p.l in the river and 
2.276 cc.p.l to 10.^64 cc.p.l in the dhands and fixed Co, was 29.824 to 30.841 
cc.p.l in the river and 26.281 to 86.644 cc.p.l in'the dhands. The water was 
alkaline with p& value of 8.0. 

9. Besides the Carnivorous fish such as Miilleo and Singhari the river has 
a number of otters, crocodiles and fish eagles which are the deadly enemies 

LIBT OF DHANDS TOGETHER WITH APPROXIMATE WEIGHT OP 

FISH TAKEN OtTT 


District 


Mianwali 


! 

Approxi- 

1 Dhand, creek or offshoot of the 
main channel 

mate catch 
of the fish 1 
during: | 

! 

1943-4 


Mds Seers 

Mandakhel 

25—0 1 

Kamar Mashani 

30—0 1 

Ganda 

20—0 1 

Adil Shah 

80—0 ! 

Langarwali 

20—0 ! 

1 Kundal 

200—0 1 

i Kundian 

10^0 i 

1 Bhakhra 

15—0 ! 

Alluwali 

10—0 1 

! Doaba 

50—0 ! 

Kunderwali 

20—0 i 

Piplan 

600-0 1 

Saggowali 

60—0 

Mosiwali 

45—0 

Kallurkot 

85—0 

Nun Nasheb 

15—0 

Bakhta war wali 

30—0 

Lyianwali 

10—0 

Maibal 

10—0 

Kalulwali: 

20—0 

Shahalam ... 

10—0 

Ahmtd Shahwali 


Panj Girian 

10-0 

Kirari Nun 

20—0 

Lakanwali 

20—0 

Abdullah Shabaai 

80—0 

Laduwali 

30—0 

Kotlajaiu 

10—0 

QureshI 

14—0 

Dllkhushab 

10—0 

Chtmchawaii 

20—0 

Carried over 

1,559—0 


Remarks 
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UST OF DHANDS TOGETHER WITH APl>ROXIMATB WEIGHT OF 
PISH TAKEN OUT—(CotI.) 


District 


Dliiind, creek or offshoot of the 
main channel 


Ap|>rosi- 
matecatchi 
of the fish 
durinf? 
1943-4 


Mttsafiargarh 


Remarks 


Dera Ghazi Khan.. 




Mds Seers 

Brought forward 


1,559—0 ' 

Bhakkarwali 


15—0 

‘ Notak 

.. 

20—0 

! Behai 

-1 

25—0 i 

! Kbanpur 

... 

20-0 : 

1 Karor 

... 

20—0 , 

1 Darotta 


15—0 ; 

1 Jhoke Hasan wall 

... 

5-0 i 

; Naiwali 

... 

25—0 1 

j-Phat lala 



1 

1 I^at Shicinar 



1 

: Badu 

•*» 



> Kas Baroda 

... 


J 

1 Kas Jharband 



I 

1 Phat Mirani 

... 



; Khandar 

... 



j Budban 

... 



; Langha 

... 

15-37 

; Daera Din Panah 


586-7 

1 More Jhangi 

•“l 

65—26 

Ghaii 

... 

9—10 

1 Taunsa 


33—4 

! Lunwali 

... 


1 Sbabdanlund 

,, 

— 

! Mocbiwaii 

... 


. Kala 

••• 

130—33 

: Shah Sadar Din 

.. 

— 

, Pir Adil Shah 


41—30 

: i^ddan 

1 

...j 

60—20 

Badani 


8—5 t 

Drahma 

... 1 

i 

9-5 1 


waters 


Total ...! 2,464—17 


Note ,—These figures do not tally with the monthly figures of catches 
collected from contractors given in the teat, because the fishermen do not keep a 
regular record of their catches. 
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FAUNA OF BRITISH INDIA, Reptilla and Amphibia, Vol. iii, Ophuiia and 
Edition. By Malcolm A, Smith, .Taylor and Francis, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, ► 

London. 

The first thing to strike one on comparing this book with its predecessor 
(F.B.L Reptilia & Batrachia—Bouletiger 1890 ) is the illustrations—improved 
both in quantity and quality. Mere numbers understate the case (ib 6 against 
58 ) because many of the new text-figures occupy a full page—some of them 
two. It was, perhaps, a pity to have reproduced only one (on p. 77 ) of the 
original nine drawings illustrating the general appearance of one com¬ 
plete snake from each of the main groups. All the new figures have been 
most helpfully chosen; for example three of them are in half-tone from 
photographs where that medium was obviously better suited to the subject. 
In addition to showing shields and scales the new' line-drawings indicate the 
pattern in stippling and black—a great help because, however untrustworthy 
a guide colour may be where snakes are concerned, the arrangement of the 
colours, the pattern, is nearly always a sound one. I can only find one, very 
trivial, criticism of the new figures—the severe profile on page 364 of the 
old book is a more ^speaking likeness* of Psammodynastes pulverulentus than 
that on page 369 of the new—but text-figures are diagrams rather than port¬ 
raits and this particular snake happens to be an almost intimate acquaintance. 
Apart from this Miss E. C. Humphrey’s work is above praise. 

Amateur field-naturalists as a rule hate any innovation but 1 think the most 
conservative among us will welcome the arrangement of genera in this book 
as being far more natural than the old. Formerly one half of the “flying” 
snakes— Dendrophu and Dendrelaphis (now both AhaetuUa) were separated 
from the other half'—^Chrysopelia —by no Isss than eleven unrelated genera, 
merely because of some grooves on the last two or three maxillary teeth. These 
same grooves were responsible, under the older system, for separating our 
Bengal egg-eater (Elachistodon) from the African egg-eater which has the same 
ingenious mechanism in its throat for puncturing eggs. It is interesting to 
find that, had the older systematists examined the last two maxillary teeth of 
the then Tropidonotus ceylofiensis (Bouienger, p. 346 ) instead of assuming the 
absence of grooves, they would have had to remove this snake far away from 
all other Keelbacks and place it somewhere among the Opisthoglypha. It is 
now in a genus of its own {Balanophis) but comes between Natrix and jPseiido- 
xenodoi% —two good Keelback types. It is a relief therefore to read (p. 27 ) 
that' these grooves, though useful in expressing stages in evolution, have no 

taxonomic value. In other words the older systematists, believing grooved teeth 
to be an ancient character of primary importance, were prepared to split the 
whole army of non-poisonous colubrines into two broad divisions on this one 
point. Having done so they were forced to regard any similarities which 
occurred on both sides of their dividing line, for example the “flying” and egg- 
puncturing mechanisms referred to, as the results of parallel evolution operating 
on divisions. The view adopted in the present book is exactly the opposite; 
the grooved teeth now l>ecome the parallel evolution or, as the author much 
better expresses it, a “trend in evolution which affects the whole suborder”. 
For a somewhat similar reason—^loosening of the headbones to allow of greater 
swallowing-capacity is the “trend” in this case—-the genus Amblycephalus (now 

Pareas) is no longer in a family by itself and becomes a subfamily of the 

Cplubridae. I think some of us always rather resented such commonplace, 

colubrtne-Ipoking snakes sandwiched in between two groups of poisonous snakes 
in the old book and will be glad. 

One thing in tids book is not clear to me. Elachistodon^ the egg«eater 
referred to above, is shown in a family by itself (DasypdUdaa) on pages XI, 
40 , and 403 , and as a subfamily (Dasypeltinae) of the Colubridae on page 114 . 
If this is a misprint it is the only one 1 have noticed. 

1 doubt if a beginner, trying to run down a snake in the field, would find 
^ k^i in this book any easier to use than those in Its predecessor. Keys 
in both zoological and botanical works seem to come in for a lot of criticism, 
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mostly based on the rival claims of t:wo types called, I believe, “scientihc** 
and “empiricar* respectively. In the strictly scientihc type adopted here (and 
in most F.B.I. volumes I think) the searcher is made to follow, step by step, 
the processes which led the writer to adopt the arrangement he did. This is 
undoubtedly the most logical method of all but it is hardly the most helpful. 
In the present work, for instance, the first thing that the searcher has to ask 
himself (p. 39 ) is whether the palato-maxillary arch is incomplete and this is 
followed by five further questions, all very technical and some of them involving 
further dissection. These six questions are actually a summary of the reasons 
for separating the blindsnakes from the rest of the order—a matter more fully dis¬ 
cuss^, and with admirable clarity and illustration, on page 41 . It is quite a 
concise summary—but is it a key? Surely, at this stage, some hint about the 
eyes or about scaly bellies and ventral shields would have been more helpful 
to a non^specialist observer and surely it is mainly for non-specialists that a 
key to the families is intended—anyone capable of answering the palato¬ 
maxillary conundrum might be expected to know that it was a blindsnake he 
was dealing with. 

Personally 1 can see no objection to a purely empirical key—the sort that 
does not hesitate to lump together totally unrelated groups provided they 
possess some outstanding character in common—and, if this is permitted, it 
opens up possibilities for simpler keys. At some stage in the identification of 
any snake a scale-count is inevitable—usually at least two, midbody and ventrals— 
and this suggests the possibility of numerical sorting. Wall’s “How to Identify 
the Snakes of India” ( 19 ^ 3 ) is unfortunately a little out of date now but, 
even so, I think many of us still find this excellent statistical key the simplest 
means of running dtiwn an Indian snake. 

Seeing that Dr. Malcolm Smith’s keys are certainly no more difficult to 
use than those in many similar 70ological and botanical works it is, perhaps, 

unfair to air the whole subject of keys in the review of a book which, above 

all, aims at making things clear to the uninitiated throughout and especially 
in the thirty-five pages of his Introduction. Nevertheless I feel that the 
importance of designing zoological or botanical keys with an eye to tfie 
unspecialized user should be stressed—it is through unspecialized observers in 
out-of-the-way stations that much useful information comes to light. 

The inclusion of English “trivial” names is welcome. The author has wisely 
not attempted to issue one to every species but most of those in common use 
will be found here, among them those that became current throughout India 
when Wall was writing in the Bombay Natural History Society’s Journal. 

Trivial names—^‘specially group-names—sometimes serve as an anchorage in the 
shifting sands of scientific nomenclature. This is the first time that I have 
met the useful group-name “racer” outside American literature. The author 
here applies it to the whole genus Coluber and to some Elaphe —^reserving “rat- 
snake” for Ptyas. Oitmars uses “racer” for all Coluber too, but calls our 

two Indian Ptyas “racers” as well. On the other hand I think he would call 
some, at least, of our Klaphe “rat-snakes”, because they constrict and are 
relatively slow-movers. 

Apart from what I have said about keys—and they, after all, are no more 
formidable than Boulenger’s—the ordinary person will find this book eas)'^ to 
work with l>ecau.se all technicalities are really well explained in the Introduction. 
He might reasonably ask for a glossary of technical terms to direct him to 
these explanations but—and this will serve him far better—he can start by 
reading the first thirty-five pages which will tell him all he needs to know. I 
ought to have done this myself. . « , » 

In all 389 species and 17 sub-species are described, against 264 in Boulenger s 
book which, however, did not include the whole of the Indo-Chinese sub-region. 
An account of the regions dealt with and the geographical divisions was pul^ 
lished in Volume 1 of this series (on the tortoises) and has not been repeated 
pity, I think, because otherwise this volume is completely self-contained 
and records all at present known about Indian snakes in a single handily-sized 
book. 


E. O. Shbbbsarb. 
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AN APPEAL 

The Librarian of the India Office in London has advised me to 
write to you to enquire if you can help me. I am reading a paper 
on “Hinged Teeth in Mammals” to the London Zook^ical Society 
on Mar(ffi 12th. Later I wish to complete the work by studying 
the male tushs of musk deer {Moschus moschiferus), Chinese tufted 
deer (Elaphodus cephalophus) and Chevrotaiiie (TragmUdaii). 

It is impossible to procure skulls, mounted hdads or preserved 
heads <rf any of these in this country, even the Natural History 
Section of the British Museum being without specimens owing to 
bombing. I know that I ask the impossible almost but I should 
be grateful if you could wave your magic wand and procure me 
any macerated, mounted or fresh heads (in formalin or spirit) of 
the males of these two deer or any male specimens of Chevrotaine. 

County Borough of West Ham, 

Orthodontic Clinic, JAMES AITCHISON, 

84 West Ham Lane, h.d.d., l.d.s. (clas.), 

Stratford, E.15. Supdt. of Catualty Services, 

nth February, 1946, 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


i.~MUSK-SHREW (SUNCUS CAERULEUS) ATTACKING 
A BULL-FROG. 

Referringf to K. S. Dharmakumarsinhji’s observations in respect 
of a Musk-shrew attacking' a Bull-frog {Journal, Vol. 46, p, 180), 
I am inclined to believe that the Musk-rat, not being a rat, 
occasionally takes it into its head to add some juicy diet to its insect 
menu and the easiest prey is the frog. 1 have witnessed it 
attacking a Bull-frog of full size, the latter, true to the creed of 
passive resistance, making no attempt to escape. 

80A, Kurla Road, Andheri. • , V. M. VASU, 

zStft August, 1946. Advocate. 


2 .—NESTING HABITS OF THE FLYING-SQUIRREL {PETAU- 
RISTA PHILIPPENSIS.) 

Whilst felling an Ironwood tree on our estate in the Anamallai 
Hills last September, I noticed an adult flying-squirrd (Petaurista 
philippensis) glide away from a hole in the tree. 

After the tree had fallen I examined it carefully and found the 
nest hole, which was about 6 o feet up. The nest, which was about 
5 feet long and a foot in diameter, filled a natural hollow in the 
tree and it had an entrance at each end. It was well lined with 
grass, moss, and a quantity of fur. 

The nest was cmpt\ but a careful search revealed a baby fl>ing- 
squirrel on the ground. 

Its eyes had not yet opened though it was more than a foot 
long. As it was alive I took it home with me and fed it on well- 
watered milk by means of a piece of bicycle valve-rubber inserted 
into the end of an ordinary teat. It took to this readily and had 
about ounce every 3 hours. 

Unf(jrlunately it caught a chill and died after I had had it a 
week; and even then its eyes had not opened. 

1 enclose a photograph of it which I thought might be of interest 
to you. The foot rule which is alongside gives you a fair idea of 
its size. 

As can be seen from the photo its head is out of all proportion 
to the rest of its body and also the last 5 inches of its tail is curiously 
flattened, a peculiarity that I have noticed in one or two adult 
specimens. Another interesting thing was tliat the bony “yard¬ 
arms** which extend the skin, “wing flaps**, Irom the front paws^ 
had not yet developed; instead the “wing flaps** ended at the 
elbows. 

When handled it would make a series of high whistling noises, 
ending with a squeak. 

9 
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In colour it was not unlike an adult, except that its tail and feet 
were jet-black, and it also had a black band across its shoulders* 
The underparts were white and light-grey. 



A young flying-squirrel. 


I do not know whether the flying-squirrel undergoes any colour 
changes before it reaches the adult stage, but recently I was shewn 
a half-grown specimen which was a light fawn in colour all over, 
with no other markings at all. 

High Wavy Estate, 

CUMBUM P. O., 

Madura District, A. F. HUTTON. 

S. India. 

lyf/i September, 1946 . 

[Little or nothing is known regarding the breeding habits of 
flying-squirrels generally, and Mr. Hutton's description of the nest¬ 
ing of P. philUppensis is a welcome addition to the meagre information 
available abt^ut the habits of this species. Being nocturnal in habit, 
it is more or less common knowledge that flying-squirrels spend 
the day in holes and other suitable retreats where they are safe 
from the attacks of most enemies. Eds.] 
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3 .—‘‘RECORD ELEPHANT**, 

With reference to “Mannlicher’s** letter in your issue of April 
26 th under the above caption: the diameter of the elephant’s 
forefoot ( 20 J") gives the circumference of the foot as 63 . 6 ". Twice 
the circumference of an elephant’s forefoot will give the elephant’s 
height—almost to an inch. In the case quoted the height will there¬ 
fore be lo'y"; so “Mannlicher” measured his elephant very 
accurately: not an easy matter^ for it is very difficult to get an 
accurate measurement of the height of a fallen elephant, or even 
a bison. I have shot 2 elephants over ic/ height—^both, curiously 
enough, single tuskers. 

Sanderson was quite wrong in laying down that a 10 ft. elephant 
did not exist; others, who should know better, have expressed the 
same opinions over 10 ft. tiger! I think Sir Victor Brooke’s 
“Celebrated Tusker” might quite possibly have been ii ft. high 
(again a single tusker). 

Mucknas (tuskless males) in S. India are generally of colossal 
size—^in bulk, not necessarily in height. 

Honnambtti Estate, 

Attikan P.O., R. C. MORRIS, m.l.a. 

via Mysore, 

20 th May, 1946 . 


4 .—DEATH OF SIX ELEPHANTS. 

In March 1945 six elephants (4 cows and 2 calves) fell over a 
precipice on the 13iligirirangan Hills, and died a lingering death. 
The circumstances surrounding the event are something of a 
mystery; but that the local aborigines, the Sholagas, were not 
unconnected with the tragedy is more than a rumour. 

The small herd was in the neighbourhood for several weeks, 
and had made serious inroads into the Sholaga’s plantain 
topes: this much is acknowledged. The rest of the story has been 
related to me by a Sholaga; and though I cannot vouch for the 
truth of his statement, yet I feel it is probably not entirely divorced 
from the actual occurrence. The story goes that late one evening 
the aggrieved Sholagas spotted the elephants grazing on the hill¬ 
side just above the precipice; and saw their chance to be delivered 
of the herd once and for all. Escape to the north was not possible, 
the precipice being the highest on that side. Up the hill eastwards, 
and along the slope southwards were the only escape routes open. 
Quickly forming 2 parties: one lot climbed to the steep ridge above 
the precipice; while the second party worked round to the south 
west of the precipice. On the top of the ridge were rocks in 
abundance. The lower party started a jungle fire which, fanned 
by a stiff breeze, swept up the hill-side, effectively cutting off escape 
to the south, and menaced the elephants, which then commenced 
to climb the hill. It was then that the Sholagas on the ridge came into 
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action. Elephants are petrified by rolling rocks. 1 have watched a 
large herd get into an absolute panic when a single rock rolled, 
down a hillside on which they were grazing. A number of large 
boulders were rolled down on the unfortunate climbing elephanta 
and in a few seconds they were beating a panic-stricken retreat 
down the hillside; trumpetting shrilly. On the edge of the pre¬ 
cipice they bunched; but only for a few moments; the rocks 
continued to hurtle down; and one or more may have actually 
knocked the calves over. A game path runs down the southern 
end of the precipice; all right for deer, and possibly bison, but quite 
unfeasible for elephants in normal circumstances. It is thought 
that, in their terror, the wretched animals tried to negotiate this 
possible slender avenue of escape and tumbled over the precipice 
one by one. There they la}^ with broken legs and internal injuries 
until death ended their agonies. 

I was not able to visit the spot until November 1945 —when 
only the skulls, skeletons, and large pieces of skin remained; also 
curiously enough, the soles of the feet of the 2 calves. 

Honnametti Estate, 

Attikan P. O., 

via Mysore, R. C. MORRIS, m.l.a. 

S. India, 

(ytJt january, 1946 . 


5 .—‘‘AN ALBINO BOAR’’ 

The following account of a white boar killed on 27 th May^ 
1946 . may be of interest. It will be very kind of Society to let 
me know whether it is a freak of nature or anything else or was it 
albino. 

A party of 3 spears were pigsticking about 45 miles from 
Udaipur, far away from any villages. A sounder broke out with 
an absolutely white boar in charge of the harem. It was hunted 
and eventually killed. The following points will be of interest; — 

(a) It fought like hell. As a matter of fact it came in before 

being speared and died fighting. 

(b) It had two scars of about 6 inches long. These showed that 

it fought with other wdid boar to take possession of the 

harem. 

(c) Height 32 inches. 

(d) Very good tushes. Total of each lower tushes inched. 

(e) -Hairs completely white. I am enclosing few for your 

inspection. 

i f) Nose, eyes and hoofs were pink in colour, 
g) I enquired from the villagers and also sent our Tent Club 
shikaries to find out whether there were domestic pijg 
in villages nearby. Report showed that there were 
none within 15 miles. 
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(h) Please let me know if any other gentleman has killed or 
seen a wild boar of this type. Major Maxwell ’ of 
Mewar Bhil Corps was hunting with us; he has stuck 
pig all over India. He said that it was the first time 
he had seen a pig of this type. 

.Bathbra House, 

Udaipur — Rajputana. 

30/h May, 1946. 

[Albinism is not uncommon among certain groups of mammals 
and birds but is apparently rare in others. Among the rodents, 
especially rats albinism is quite frequent; among deer and ante¬ 
lopes it is not uncommon ; but, among the larger animals it is less 
frequent. Albino tigers, bison and elephants have been recorded 
occasionally, but as far as we are aware an albino wild pig is a 
rarity and has not been recorded. Albinisum is a result of a colour 
•deficiency in the pigment layers of the skin—its reverse, melanism, 
is an over pigmentation of the dermal layers.— Eds.] 


6.—BIRD NOTES OF THE ARABIAN AND RED SEAS. 

(A>i Analysis of Five Voyages.) 

(I) Bombay—Suez 16-6-42—27-6-42 

(II) Suez—Bombay 28-6-44—10-7-44. 

(III) Bombay—Suez 7-2-45—19-2-45. 

(IV) Suez—Bombay — 9 *' 5 - 45 - 

(V) Bombay—Suez 14-^46—27-6-46. 

Shear-water sp« Puffinus padficus or Pterodroma aterrima. 

Frequent in the Arabian Sea from Aden to 900 m. east of Aden 
in May *45 and June ’44 and ’46. 

The former species is more likely to occur in this area. 
Description;—Size of Manx Shearwater. Wholly brown, wings 
rather long, with paler bar on coverts of some. Primaries and tail 
nearly black. Tail long and slightly wedge-shaped, but in others 
shorter (possibly a different species). Bill dark. 

Persiati Shearwater, Puffinus perstcus. 

Sparse near and east of Aden in February and May '43, and 
•doubtfully present in the northern part of the Red Sea in June *42. 

Wilson’s Petel. Oceanifes oceanicus. 

In February ’45 sparse from Aden to 600 m. east of there. 
Also there in June and July, as well as in the Red Sea. In June 
’44 a few were seen within 500^m. of Suez. In June ’46 huge 
numbers were passed for three hours about m. east of 

Aden, and for one hour near the straits of Bab-d-Mandeb* 


R. D. SINHA, 
Major. 
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White-ey«d Qall. Larus leucopthalmus, 

Sparse in Suez in February ’45, 90% being immatures. Itn 
April, May and June they were frequent at Suez and near the Straits 
of Jubal. A single bird at the mouth of the Red Sea in July ’44. 

Alleil Qull. 'Larus hemprichii. 

Abundant in and near Aden and the mouth of the Red Sea at 
all times. 

Yellow-legged Herring Qull. Imtus cachinnans. 

At Suez in February *45, but not in April, May and June. 

Lesser Black^tmcked Quit. Larus fuscus. 

In February frequent at Bombay, near Aden, in the Red Sea 
and at Suez, In April and May at Suez and Aden, and in July 
common at Aden, 90% being immature birds. 

Brown-headed dull. Ijirus brunuicephalus. 

Frequent in February and May in Bombay but not seen in 
June ’46. 

Black*headed Gull. Larus ridibundus. 

In February very abundant at Suez; none in April, May and 
June. 

Gull-billed Tern. Gelochelidon nilotka. 

Sparse in Bombay Harbour in May ^45. 

White-cheeked Tern. Sterna repressa. 

Frequent in Aden in June ’42, and what was probably this 
species of tern in large flocks from Aden to 600 m. cast of three,, 
in May '45. Also sparse in the lower Red Sea in June "46. 

Description:—^A smallish tern with a dark mantle and red bill. 

Crested Tern. Sterna hergii. 

In Aden, up to 400 m. east of there, and in the lower Red Sea 
during April, May and June. Not seen in February. Never 
common except in Aden Harbour. 

Brown-winged Tern. Sterm anaetheia. 

In June *42 sparse east and west of Aden, 
h was probably this tern that was present in large flocks 150 m. 
north and south of the Twelve Apostles in the Red Sea in May ’45- 
I>escription:—Small. Head white with crown darker. Upper- 
parts brown, under-parts pale, with darker leading edges to wings.. 

Little Tern. Sterna albifrons. r 

Common at Suez in April, May and June, but not seen in 
February. 
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Cmumii Noddy. A nous stolidus. 

More than twenty around the stationary ship at the mouth ot 
the Red Sea in July '44, and sparse near the Twelve Apostles in 
May *45. 

Pomarlne Skua. Coprotheres pomarinus, 

l!n May '45 good views were obtained of one near Suez and one in 
the middle of the Red Sea, mobbing first Lams fuscus, and on the 
second occasion Larus heniprichii. 

Description;—Upper-parts brown, paler bar on the primaries. 
Under-wings and collar brownish, rest of under-parts pale or white. 
Neck white. Two protruding tail-feathers very noticeable. 

Brown Booby. Sula leucogastra. 

One at Aden in June ’46, but otherwise only in the Red Sea,^ 
especially near the Twelve Apostles. 

Red4ooted Booby. Sulu piscatrix. 

Odd birds seen near Aden and in the Red Sea (including one 
near Suez in June '42) and occasionally from Aden to 900 m. east 
of there. 

Rod-Ulled Tropic-bird. Phaeton uefhereus. 

Odd birds at sea from 400 to 900 m. east of Aden in February 
and May, two in the Red Sea near the Twelve Apostles and two 
near Suez, in May. 

Red-necked Pfaalerope. Lobipes lobatns. 

Ten phaleropes 450 m. east of Aden in February ’45, twelve 
there again in May, and sparse flocks of ten or less in the Red 
Sea near the Twelve Apostles in February ’45. 

They were almost certainly this species and not Phaleropus 
fulicaxius, ^ 

Loenowerle, 

Feock, Triro, . P. 1 . R. MACLAREN. 

Cornwall, E.Ma-ANo, 

3rd Julyp 1946. 

7.—BAHAR THE (iREAT ON FLAMJNCiOES. 

Some time ago, there was an appeal' in the Journal inquiring 
information about seasonal movements or any other general 
information about flamingoes. The other day, when reading the 
Autobiography of Babar the Great, Emperor of India, I came across 
some of his observations on birds* and as they throw some light 

‘ Ali., Siilim 1944 . The Common {Phovmcopici'us ruber): Aii 

appeal. Vol. 44* PP- 47<>477. . ......... 

• Leyden., J. and W. Erskin, Memotrs of Zehtrvdw Maharntnad 

Bother, London, pp. 165 - 166 . 
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on certain problems regarding flamingoes, I quote a few parages; 
here: — 

“...we reached Ab-Istadeh, when a wonderful large sheet 
of water presented itself to our view.... When I came within one 
kos of Ab-Istadeh, a singular phenomenon presented itself. From 
time to time, between this water and the heavens, something of 
a red appearance was seen, like the ruddy crepuscule, which again 
by and by vanished and so continued shifting till we had come 
near it. When we came close up, we discerned that this appear¬ 
ance was occasioned by immense flocks of Baghlan Kaz (wild geese) 
not ten thousand or twenty thousand, but absolutely beyond 
computation, and innumerable, and in their flight, as they moved 
their wings, their red feathers, sometimes appeared and sometimes 
were hid. But they were not wild geese alone, innumerable flocks of 
every species of bird, settled on the banks of this water, and the 
eggs of countless multitudes of fowl were deposited on every corner 
of its banks. A few Afghans, who come here and were employed 
in gathering these eggs, on seeing us fled and threw themselves 
into the lake...it was of one uniform depth, reaching up to the 
horses belly.’' 

Ah 4 stadeh means stagnant water, and it is the only lake in 
Afghanistan, still known by the same name. It lies at a height 
of about 7000 ft. from sea level {32®3o’N.and 68®E) and about 
seventy miles south of Ghazni near the head of Tarnak river. It 
is an open country^ from meridian of Mookoor to the hills on 
the right bank of the Gomal river and from Ghawasta to Ghazni, 
which is the basin of Ab-Istadeh. Waters of the river Ghazni 
from the north, of the Nahar from the north-east and of other 
brooks, which remain after watering the cultivated lands and also 
the superfluous waters of the spring rains in the valleys of Zurmet 
.and Kutta-waz, all flow down into it. It^ is about forty-four 
miles in circuit, having salt and bitter water of about uniform depth 
(not more than 12 feet deep in the middle) and fish entering the 
salt water from the Ghazni river sicken and die. Its borders are 
covered with low tamarisks, A plane tree, a poplar or a willow 
may be seen hither and thither near a Karaiz (under ground aque¬ 
duct for irrigation purposes), but no -iiatural wood is present and 
the country is naked and uniform. 

Keeping in view that flamingoes affect salt-water^ and keep 
to sea-coast only when there is no inland salt-water lake and that 
the breeding colonies are situated on some lake or lagoon of little 
depth, with bare shores, it becomes evident that all environmental 
conditions are favourable for the birds to spend their breeding 
season in Ab-Istadeh. Again when we look at the pictures^ 
of a flamingo city, which recently appeared in the Journal (populated 


* Klphinstone, M, 1939 . An Account of the Kingdom of CaubuL London. 
Vol. 2 , p. 140 . 

^ Y. .' H , 1875 . Afghanistan. The Encyclopaedia BHlannka, 9 th 
Edition, London, Vol. I, p. 230 . 

• Evans, A. H. 1922 , The Cambridge Natural History. Vol. 9 , p. 107 . 
^ All S. 1945 . More about the Flamingo (Phoenicoptetus ruhbr roseus 

(Fallas) in Kutch. J.,B.N.H.S„ Vol. 45 , pp. 586 ^ 3 . 
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by a vast number, not less than half a million birds), the emperor’s 
wonder at the immense number appears quite natural. All these 
features lead us to conclude, as also the translators of the auto- 
biogrraphy think, that the birds in question were flamingoes. 

The word Baghlan Kaz used by the emperor to denote the bird 
also requires a little consideration. Baghlan does not mean *mild 
as it has been erroneously translated, but it is a city to the north 

Kabul. It is obvious that Baber, by using this word, means to 
refer to the same distinct kind of kaz or goose which he had 
previously seen at Baghlan. 

Gumming’ has recorded only two species of flamingoes to 
occur in Afghanistan, viz., Phoenicopterus ruber roseus Pallas, and 
Phoenicopterus minor Geoffrey, from Kohak, which is situated to 
the south-west of Ab-Istadeh, but Whistler does not take into 
account the former though he is confident that both species do 
occur in the country. 'Fhe Emperor notices red birds and 
emphasises on this very character of redness by repeating it and 
using different words as red appearance, ruddy crepuscule or red 
feathers. Under these circumstances one is inclined to believe that 
the birds referred to above belonged to the species P. ruber roseus. 

Some twenty-two years ago, a large flock of flamingoes was 
seen by Law* flying past over the sea to their winter quarters 
as early as the month of "August. He remarks, “When one finds 
that a bird which migrates out of India in May at the earliest, 
returning as early as the 19th August, one is naturally led to 
suppose that the bird has been so journeying these few months 
somewhere in close neighbourhood of India”. The earliest move¬ 
ments of the birds for their summer quarters do not appear to 
begin from May, but somewhat still earlier, as Gumming has noted 
a flock flying overhead at Kohak (outside India) on 28th April 
travelling northwards. The above incident at Ab-Istadeh, as it 
appears from the date given for the incident preceding it, cannot 
have occured otherwise than at the end of March or in the month 
of April. 

It may be surmised from the above account that the flocks of 
flamingoes fly during their migratory movements north-wards in 
early summer or spring over Kohak, Ab-Istadeh and Baghlan in 
Afghanistan and that one of the breeding places of these birds 
possibly the one nearest to India, is Ab-Istadch, where the birds, 
most probably, belonging to the species P. ruber roseus Pallas 
gather in large numbers from the month of April onwards. 

Faculty of Science, 

Kabul, S. A. AKHTAR. 

My » 1946* 


‘ Whistler, Hugh. 194$. Materials for the Ornithology of Afghanistan. 
J.,B.NM.S.. Voi. 45 . 480 . . , ^ . 

• Law, 9 . C , 1924. A note on the early arrival of Flamingoes m Inoia. 
Vol. 30, pp. 226-27. 
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8.—OCCURRENCE OF BAR-HEADED CX)OSE, [ANSER 
INDICUS (LATHAM)] NEAR HYDERABAD CITY (DECCAN) 

On the 30th November 1945 I went with a party on a duck 
shoot. Two small tanks exist about 18 miles south-west of 
Hyderabad City about ij miles cross country south of Himayat* 
sag-ar reservoir. 

First the large tank was visited with no result and we decided 
to go back home as there was no chance of getting any game in 
the other tank. To our joy, one of us spotted a big bird swimming 
in the middle of the tank. My younger brother shot it with a .22 
bore rifle and broke its wing but the shot was not fatal, however, we 
could at last bag it and when it was taken out, it was found to be 
the Bar-headed Goose. The villagers told us that they had never 
seen such a ‘duck’ before. We made enquiries from other brother 
shikaries also and their reply was in the negative. 

So far as I could find out from the papers, this bird has been 
reported from Mysore, Travancore, Madras and Bombay, although 
it is not so common as in Northern India. I think this was one 
of the stragglers to reach Hyderabad State, because large gaggles 
have never been observed here. 

Mr. Sdlim Ali, who has conducted an Ornithological Survey of 
Hyderabad State may be able to explain its migration better, and 
I shall feel much obliged if anybody else may be kind enough to 
enlighten me in this matter. 


M. RAHIMULLAH, d.sc. 

[In “Reminiscences of Sport in India” Major-General E. F. 
Burton (published about 1870) observes that on a march between 
Hanamkonda and Parkal Lake “the wild country was studded with 
fine sheets of water which were full of ducks and geese of all kinds”. 
The geese referred to were presumably Bar-heads, but there seem 
to be no more specific records from Hyderabad State. 

The species has been observed on the Godavari River near 
Nasik, and shot in the Kistna District adjoining Hyderabad territory 
on the east. It was evidently “extremely common” on the Chilka 
Lake (Orissa) in the eighties of the last century (Hume, Game 
Birds, Hi, 82) and small numbers are still said to visit the place in 
winter. The birds visit favourite tanks and paddies in Mysore 
fairly regularly, and a few have been known to straggle further 
south to the extreme limit of the peninsula. 

It would be interesting to learn what factors are at work in 
decreasing the numbers of these annual visitors to peninsular India, 
as undoubtedly appears to be the case. Eds.] 

9.—THE RED-CRESTED POCHARD (NETTA RUFINA) 

IN SOUTHERN INDIA 

On 9/2/46 when shooting at Tyravallur la^, about 30 miles 
from Madras, we got four Red-crested Pochard {NetUi rufim), two 
drakes and two ducks. " 
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When I returned to camp I looked this species up in Fauna of 
British India (Stuart Baker) and found that he says that there arc 
hardly any records from Southern India, so I thought I would write 
to you. 

On several occasions lately I have seen the Common Pochard 
(Nyroca ferina) on various lakes round here, but have not yet taken 
any. I believe them to be rare in Southern India also. 

I have preserved two skins of the Red-crested Pochard and 
have done soft part studies of them, which I can send if confir¬ 
mation is required. 

I would be obliged if you could let me know what the status 
of these duck is in Southern India. On Tyravallur there were 
about 200 Red-crested Pochard which regularly flighted from one 
end of the lake to the other over some islands, providing ample 
opportunity for observation. 

R. A.r., H. (). LUMSDKX f/o.. 

S. E.A.A.F.^ 82 Squadron, 

11th February, 1946. 

[From all accounts the Red-crested Pochard is rare in South 
India. A flock of the size observed by our contributor is certainly 
quite exceptional. 

The Common Pochard is an irregular winter visitor to S. India, 
but by no means as rare as has been supposed.—Eos.] 


10.—MAGPIE ROBIN’S NEST IN A HOUSE. 

Although the magpie robin (Copsychus saularis) is a common 
bird of gardens, I was not aware that it ever made its nest in an 
occupied house almost like a sparrow. The house has a flat roof 
partly shaded by the spreading branches of rain trees. In the 
middle a square brick chimney stands about 3I ft. high. The top 
is covered by a large flat slab of stone—the smoke finding its way 
out through grills iji the four skies, and the robin finding its way 
in by the same entrance. 

In the centre is a partition dividing the chimney in half; a couple 
of bricks are missing from one side of this, and in the niche is tlie 
nest, almost overhanging the chimney. 

On 4th June I first noticed the nest; there were 3 young birds. 
By the 9th they were half fledged. On the isth one of the young 
fell, or was pushed over ilie edge and fell down the chimney. I 
restored it to the nest. There did not appear to be room for 3 
half grown birds anyhow it soon re-appeared in the fire place on 
the ground floor. Tlie cat ate it. , , , 

On the 20th a second almost fully fledged youngster came down 
the chimney. It could flutter along the ground, almost air borne. 
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I restored it to the nest which was empty, a second young’stcr 
having disappeared meanwhile. The third was too restless to 
stay put, and soon came down the chimney again like Santa Claus, 
although there was now plenty of room in the nest. I restored 
it a second time, not to the nest but to the flat roof under the 
branch of an overhanging tree in which an agitated and chirping 
mother was waiting on events. She did not however go to her 
offspring which lay low. After several minutes the young bird 
with a short runway at its disposal took off, cleared the low para¬ 
pet and planed down to the lawn where I lost sight of it. I think 
the mother did too; the cat was probably the more vigilant of the 
rwo. 

I thought possibly one of the 3 youngsters might have been a 
cuckoo; but no bird much larger than a robin could possibly have 
squeezed through the grating into the chimney. The nest filled 
the entire niche, and if a young bird fell or was pushed out it had 
to go down the chimney. 

The nest was of long flexible fibres very like fine needles to 
look at, but may have been midribs of compound leaves. A long 
strand of very fine copper wire was incorporated, no lining of 
feathers or soft grass of any kind. 


CiNNAMARA P. O., 

Assam, F. KINGDON-WARD. 

igth July, 1946. 


II.—BIRD NOTES OK THE DHAL LAKE, KASHMIR. 

While sitting on a houseboat at Nasimbagh we spent much 
time watching the peculiar habits of the Kashmir sparrow. 

These birds would spend half their time hovering over the 
water like kingfishers. Every now and then diving at the water. 
On one occasion we saw a ^sparrow actually catch a minute sprat 
and, fly with it on to the roof of the houseboat. I was unable to 
climb the stairs fast enough to see whether he threw it in the air 
and swallowed it head first like a kingfisher or returned to his 
sparrow habits and pecked at it. 

There were a pair of osprey on the lake but I never located 
their nest. While watching one of these birds fishing he suddenly 
dived, went completely under water, and for some time looked as if 
he might never get out However, after three attempts he got into 
the air carrying a large fish say 2 feet. While I was still 
watching the fish gave a jerk and bird and fish fell almost into the 
lake before the osprey improved his grip and got the fish safe^ to 
a tree. 
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On another day I saw two large divers and followed them in 
a shikara. Whenever I got near they dived and came up loo yards 
away. However I was able to see that they had large cormorant- 
like beakS) yellow facial skin reaching to the eyes some white on the 
lower breast, and were generally a brownish colour. 

If 1 had been in Upper Burma where hundreds of shag appear 
in the cold weather I would have said Shag, However I am told 
that there are no such things in Kashmir, I wondered if this note 
would result in my hearing of any one else having seen a shag in 
Kashmir or further north. The time was' early June and I never 
saw them again. 

Nedou's Hotel, 

Srinagar, C. E. MILNER. 

26th July, 1946. 


12.—ANCHYLOSHD FANGS AND SOLID TEETH IN 

SNAKES. 

Comparison of the length of fangs in some American snakes 
with that of the snake which possesses them suggested that the 
same principle would apply to their solid teeth which had become 
anchylosed to the jaw. 

In measuring these small teeth one must guard against the 
measurement of ill developed teeth which are not yet anchylosed 
or the confusion of loose teeth from the erect row with some of 
the soft teeth of a hinder row. 

Bitis arietans Merr. would seem to possess anchylosed teeth 
corresponding with the length of the snake at all ages, the front 
tooth of specimens eighty to ninety mm. in length being one millU 
metre longer than the rest. 

The same would seem to be true of Dendroaspis augusiiceps 
Smith whose big front tooth is only two millimetre long in speci¬ 
mens from 220 to 225 mm., and in Naja with 6 mm. fangs, the 
long narrower teeth of Bitis being related to slow movements. 

Loss of teeth is infrequent except during dissection and it is 
uncommon to come across a broken tooth among the rows of teeth 
which are commonly alternately anchylosed, so that an anchylosed 
tooth seems to grow with tlie jaw. 

Persistent pulp is readily seen in these solid teeth c^en after 
anchylosis, as it occurs in an anchylosed fang, and is e\ident before 
a tooth has developed along with the socket to which it becomes 
attached. 

Once a fang or solid tooth has become anchylosed it could 
hardly be extracted witliout leaving some trace and loss of a whole 
tooth or fang strongly suggests that it had never become properly 
attached to the jaw. 

Hinder teeth loose in the gum seem to represent those which 
are functional in fishes, there are, two or three rows in the front 
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of the jaw only in some snakes and lizards and these would not 
appear to be capable of moving forward to replace tefeth lost from 
the erect row. 

Britania Buildings, 

Wbst Street, Durban, F, GORDON CAWSTON. 

South Africa. 
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13.—CONSIDERATION OF THE SUCCESSIONAL THEORY 

OF TEETH. 

Where replacement of teeth is provided for in Nature it is almost 
always by vertical succession and the apparent exception of the 
elephant dentition would seem to be explained by the fact that the 
jaw is too small to accommodate all the teeth. 

In fishes loss of teeth is sometimes provided for throughout life 
by new teeth erupting between the bases of functional teeth but 
there is no revolving of the tooth-bearing area so as to cause 
replacement from a hinder row of teeth. 

Selachian teeth are set in several rows, the number of which 
is constant for the species, though each row may not be complete. 
This corresponds with the rows of teeth of many fishes including 
what are popularly known as the Mussel Crushers. 

It is sometimes thought that the hinder rows of tjeeth in the 
Mussel Crusher are for replacement of teeth lost from the front 
row but this idea is proved to be false by X-ray examination or 
dissection which reveals the unerupted teeth. 

Evidence that the hinder rows of teeth in selachians are for 
replacement is lacking, though an individual tooth in the living 
loose gum would inevitably help to close the space caused by 
lost of a tooth from the front row. 

In some species there are very small sharp teeth in front of 
the large foremost row of vertical teeth and these slender teeth 
show no indication of wear and tear whilst overcrowding of the 
anterior ones renders loss and replacement impossible. 

One is forced to the conclusion that there is no provision for 
replacement of selachian teeth, that the hindermost ones never 
come into use and that the term ^succession of teeth* cannot pro¬ 
perly be applied to this dentition. 

Reptilian teeth also show no evidence of revolving o£ the tooth¬ 
bearing area^ with the possible exception of the fangs of snakes 
whose serial form is perplexing in view of the unlikelihood of 
replacement of the back fangs 
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Three rows of teeth in the front of the jaw of prehistoric reptiles 
should not be associated with replacement and X*ray examination 
or breaking of the fossilised jaw would probably reveal evidence 
of vertical succession. 

In the African and Indian crocodiles there are three rows of 
teeth which may be described as erupted, reserve and residual, the 
last remaining undeveloped in the oldest crocodiles and the size of 
the teeth corresponding with age. 

The difficulty of appreciating that reptilian and piscine teeth 
can grow after eruption is due to the fact that their persistent 
pulp or pulp canals enables them to increase in size and in depth 
of the buried apex. 

There is no support for the theory that the small loose teeth 
in the gum of a Python ever serve for replacement and, unfortu¬ 
nately, snakes in captivity do not survive very long especially if 
their teeth are interfered with. 

These extra teeth are of use in holding fast-moving prey and 
a snake which has no poison glands needs an extra strong hold 
besides its rows of back-wardly directed teeth of which the python 
has a large number., 

There is no sign of tooth development in the jaw below the 
solid teeth of snakes and it is unlikely that loss of a solid tooth is 
ever provided for in a snake’s short life, nor is it likely that reserve 
fangs ever become functional. 

An extra anchylosed fang in some snakes suggests that it is 
about to replace the one which is in use but there is no record of 
rudimentary poison glands or of a reserve fang having successfully 
replaced an artificially removed one. 

Persistent pulp in a functional fang indicates continued growth 
and this would seem to correspond with the growth of crocodilian 
teeth whose exposed ones sometimes have a complete hole through 
which the replacing tooth has moved. 

In the Batoidei the number of teeth in a species is not constant 
and it would seem, from examination of both adult and embryonic 
material, that the number of teeth are added to at the anterior 
border as often as at its posterior end. 

The successional theory would seem to depend on the integrity 
of William Andre’s report of abnormal teeth in the jaw of a shark 
whose jaw had been penetrated by the spine of a sting-ray. 

Unfortunately it would not appear that anyone has looked for 
the foramina in these ‘abnormal’ teeth and a more possible explan¬ 
ation is that the ‘abnormal* teeth are all teeth which were split 
through the foramen at the time of the injury. 

It may be noted that the split, if such occurred, has taken 
place at the weakest portion of a tooth, namely where the pulp 
canal extends from the basal portion to the highest point of the 
tooth and corresponds in each such tooth. 

Until experimental proof is forthcoming, and such is often cruel 
rather than convincing, vertical succession of teeth would seem 
to be the only one in these animals and, possibly, also in the case 
of olluscan teeth. 
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In studying the embryonic radula I was impressed by the fact 
that the foremost teeth were often devoid of cusps in the embryonic 
state and corresponded with that of adult molluscs, though “the 
latter often possess many rows of blunted teeth. 

If as the individual mollusc grows the cusps of the teeth tend 
to coalesce then the number of teeth in each row with three cusps 
would increase in number without the need for supposing that the 
front part of the radula was continually shed. 

These older molluscs certainly contain broader and longer 
radula in many of the fresh-water species than do the immature 
ones and it would seem certain that the rows are added to from 
both the sides and at the nascent posterior end. 

Britania Buildings, 

West Street, Durban, F. GORDON CAWSTON. 

South Africa. 
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14.—HABITS OF THE BAKA FISH \BARBUS {LISS()CHILl>S) 
UEXAGONOLEPIS McCl.] 

I am wondering if you can throw any light on the curious 
behaviour of the fish in the small river hereabout; they appear to 
collect in one pool, literally thousands of them, and you can 
traverse for miles up stream and see no fish at all. These fish 
are mostly Baka, running up to 6 or 8 lbs. We notice it every 
year at this time and always the same pool. Are they spawning 
t)r waiting for a spate, or what fishing is utterly spoilt and they 
don’t seem to move again until it gels warmer in Feb. Min. temps, 
have been 42-43 recently; unusually low. 

Monabarie T. E., 

Mijikajan P. O., 

Assam, 

Sth January, 1946. 


R. M. PIZEY. 
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[Regarding Mr. Pizey’s enquiry' Dr. Hora writes: — 

'The Baka fish of Assam is the same as KatU fish of the Nepa** 
lese. I have written 3 articles* about this fish in the series of 
Game Fishes of India. For ita general habits those articles can 
be consulted. The only explanation that I can think of the 
behaviour of this fish is that in the hills at this time due to cold 
the water in the shallower parts of the stream becomes very cold 
and the fish are likely to be benumbed. Deeper water is more 
warmer and, therefore, the fish congregate in those water and save 
themselves from cold. I think that is the explanation for the 
peculiar behaviour of Baka observed by Mr. Pizey. The breeding 
season of this fish starts from April in some warmer waters and 
is continued up to September-October in higher altitude or colder 
waters. So what Mr. Pizey has observed cannot be the spawning 
movements of the fish. The cold water is responsible for the fish 
not taking any. food because it is well-known that during cold, 
the movements of fish are inhibited and therefore much energy is 
not .spent.’—Eos.J 


15.—THE GIANT FRESHWATER FISHES OF ASIA. 

The September issue of the Journal was not delivered to me 
here till the 5th instant, hence the delay in writing to you. 

With reference to the last para of your footnote at page 376 I 
.spent 14 years in Iraq and made extensive enquiries about fish 
and fishing in the country and sent you a number of specimens for 
identification. Some of these you sent to the British Museum, 
but up to 1938 tlic Curator told me he had not been able to deal 
with their identification and classification. He showed me Heckels 
descriptions and I found that the correct spelling for * Scheich* was 
*Scheick\ which of course was the German way of spelling our 
word \Sheikh\ Unfortunately not having Heckels book with me 
in Iraq I was unable to identify the various fish I and others 
caught or which were netted, poisoned, or otherwise obtained by 
the Arabs and Kurds. The 215 lbs. fish referred to, I was 
informed by the Arabs, had been speared by them, and the 123 lbs. 
was hooked on “Atta”. I was unable to get any authentic 
information about any large fish caught on fly or spinnings, so 
when I hooked and landed one of 118 lbs. on spoon it was con¬ 
sidered I held the record for the largest fish hooked and landec! 
on normal spinning tackle. A year or two after I retired from 
Iraq in 19331 Major Wilson landed a’120 lbs. but I have never 
heard any details. I wrote annually about the results of my fishing 
trips to the Editor of the Fishing Gazette and he published my 
reports; I also sent him a photograph of the largest fish caught in 
a net on the Euphrates just l>elow the Hindiyah Barrage in January, 
1925, and he published it. This fish was 7 feet long, 4 feet in 
girth and weighed 252 lbs. 48 hours after capture! The original 


‘ /oMfw*, B*NM.S,, xlii, pp. 78 , 305, 526. 

10 
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photo is still with me and I can send it to you if you would care 
to see it and publish it. The Arabs informed me that the biggest 
one they had ever captured was about 300 lbs. and I should think 
that that is. about the maximum weight these fish ever attain to. 

With the exceptional facilities that I had I was able to try out 
the fishing in various parts of Iraq and I had intended writing 
you a comprehensive article in 1938 for the Journal, but the tensioa 
in Europe then and since made me give up the idea, however if 
you would still care to have such an article I might attempt to 
write it now. Just before I left Iraq the Govt, there were taking 
an interest in the fish life of the country and by now they may be 
in a position to give you any information I am unable to do. 

Rixdal Cottage, 

Abbotsham, 

Bideford, N. Devon, 

England, 

5 February, 1946. 

[Dr. Hora in a letter to us gives the spelling of the Barbus- 
referred to, as Barbus schejk Heckel. He says: 

* Barbus schejk (Heckel) is a large carp inhabiting the rivers in 
Mesopotamia. It has been all along confused with some other 
closely allied forms such as Barbus xanthopierus, etc. It is not a 
Tor type of fish but a Puntius in virtue of its interrupted labial 
groove. 

The photographs appearing in xxvi, pp. 679 and 

680 are not really of Barbus schejk but of Barbus esocinus 
(Heckel).’— Eds.] 

i6.—LIST OF CROP PESTS OF THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 

Messrs. Trehan and Pingle’s very interesting paper under the 
above title (1946, Journ., Bomb. Nat. Hist. Sue., xlvi, 139) contains 
several statements somewhat at variance with my own breeding 
experiences in Calcutta. It seems worth while, therefore, recording 
them. 

Amsacta moorei Btlr.—I have not bred this species, but the 
remark ‘hibernates as pupa in the soil’ shews a most unusual habit 
for an Arctiid. Arctiids are cocoon spinners and, although the 
cocoon may sometimes be placed under a clod of earth, I hardly 
think that this can be described as ‘in the soil’, which gives the 
impression of a subterranean pupa of the Noctuid type. 

Spodoptera mauritia Bsd.—It is strange that this should be 
single-brooded in the Bombay Presidency; in Calcutta it comes to 
light all through the year. I have bred it in most months, both 
in the hot and the cold weather, and I have never noticed any 
tendency towards delayed emergence in the pupae. 

Nymphida depunctalis Guen.—^This* again, comes to light all 
through the year in Calcutta. 


O. G. KIERNANDER. 

. Major. 
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Sylepta derogata F.—When cotton plants are not available, it 
will probably be found feeding on other Malvaceae. In Calcutta 
it is a serious pest on Hollyhocks early in the year. 

Utetheisa pulchella L.—Is it certain that the species is pulchella 
and not lotrix Cr.? Friends in the British Museum inform me that 
the latter is the common species in India. The easiest point of 
4 ifference is the black tornal spots of the forewing, which are 
elongate in lotrix and round in pulchella. An alternative food-plant 
is Heliotropium indicum, I doubt pupation ‘in* the soil. 

Ptodenia litura F.—A continuously brooded species, with in¬ 
numerable food-plants. 

Eublemma olivacea Wlk.—^The larva is here described as green. 
Mine were a purple-brown with rings of small yellow-green dots. 

Hetse convolvuli L.—There is also a green larval form. In 
Calcutta the life cycle occupies about five weeks, I have had moths 
emerge thirty days after the laying of the ova. 

Achaea janata L.—^The normal habit of this group is to pupate 
in a.slight cocoon between two leaves. 

PericalUa ricini F.—I have found this to be continuously 
brooded in Calcutta. It certainly spins a cocoon in which to 
pupate, a favourite site in Calcutta being in the angle, or under 
the coping, of a wall. 

Trahala vishnu Lef.—I would call this a large caterpillar. I 
have seen single plants of Castor growing in Calcutta completely 
defoliated by it. 

Dichocrocis punctiferalis Guen.—Described as a dark brown 
caterpillar, my description was dirty whitish grey, slightly tinged 
with pinkish. 

Acherontia styx Westw.—There is also a brown and a yellow 
larval form. 

Papilio demoleus L.—It is surprising that Papilio polytes L. is 
not also recorded. 

Ophideres fullonica L., O. materna L.—^The larvae feed on 
Tinospora cordifolia Miers, and on other species of Mentspermaceae. 

Calcutta, 

igth July, 1946. D. G, SEVASTOPULO, f.r.e.s. 

17.—DRAGON-FLY PREYING ON A SCORPION. 

On noticing a fairly large red bodied Dragon-fly of the type 
common here, flying with something striking out at right angles 
to its line of flight in front of it, I watched it land and proceeded 
to investigate. It settled on a doorstep and it had hold of a baby 
scorpion which was valiantly trying to use its dimunitive tail 
against the dragon-fly’s head. The fly seemed to have hold of the 
scorpion somewhere in the region of the thorax. I did not observe 
further as on being disturbed the dragon-fly went off with its 
burden. 

PaKCKAtAK BUKIT ESTATE, 

Huar, Johore, Malaya, J. A. HISLOP, 

jofk May, 1946. Major. 
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18.—SEA ANEMONES AS ENEMIES OF BIVALVES 

It is well known that the large sized sea anemones generally 
feed on small fishes, shrimps and crabs which they paralyse with 
their tentacles. Broken pieces of animal and vegetable matter 
contained in the sea water are also wafted into the stomach and 
digested. The molluscan eggs and larvae and shell fish with thin 
and fragile shells may also form a part of the food of larger 
coelenterates. It is however not known whether the sea flowers 
are capable of feeding on hard shelled bivalves. 

The other day while collecting shells from the Mahim sea shore, 
I noticed a fully developed bivalve (Donax scortum) idly ploughing 
its way across a mud-flat. It had not proceeded a few yards before 
it appeared to bury itself in the mud. In a short time however I 
could see the two valves thrown out to the surface without the inmate 
within. The disappearance of the animal was a surprise to me. 
Searching in the spot where the living Donax appeared to bury 
itself I found a large sea-anemone which with its mouth closed and 
tentacles drawn in resembled a ball of jelly. Probably this jelly 
fish must have swallowed the mussel. I poked the animal with a 
rod to see if I could trace the shell fish inside its stomach. 1 was 
not successful in my attempt as the jelly got mixed up in the black 
slimy mud. 

Any way concluding that the sea anemone had been responsible 
for the disappearance of the Donax the question remains as to how 
the former managed to extract the latter from its shell. 

While moving all bivalves keep the shell valves slightly open 
exposing the foot. In this particular instance the naked foot of 
the Donax having come into contact with the venomous tentacles 
of the sea anemone ihust have got paralysed and the jelly fish 
would have pulled the mollusc out of its shell. This explanation 
however is based on the assumption that the pulling power of the 
sea anemone is more than that of the adductors of the mussel. I 
leave the explanation to be confirmed at the hands of more ex¬ 
perienced naturalists. 

C/o The Cement Marketing Co. of India, 

Esplanade House, Waudby Road, 

Fort, Bombay, T. V. SUBRAHMANYAM, b.a. 

2nd July, 1946. 


19.—MALAYAN NATIONAL PARK. 

The King George V Memorial Park, to give its full title, is 
about 1,700 square miles of uninhabited and partly unexplored 
country surrounding the highest peak in Malaya—Gunong Tahan, 
7,186 feet. It lies partly in each of the three States of Pahang, 
Kelantan and Trengganu and is mostly hilly tree-forest with some 
small patches of flatter grass-jungle and a little i^vannah and 
high-level scrub. I believe it is true to say that Government 
instiltiited the Park chiefly on the advice of the' 4 ate lt"heodbfe 
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Hubback—certainly it iwould never have become a concrete fact 
i)ut for his enterprise and energy. Unfortunately he was murdered 
in the jungle during Japanese occupation. 

Before the Japanese invasion Government was spending about 
seventy thousand Straits dollars a year on maintaining and develop¬ 
ing the tract as a national park. This was spent mainly on the 
pay of a European superintendent, game-rangers, boatmen, etc., 
on keeping them provisioned, mostly by out-board motor-boats and 
on making and maintaining paths and buildings. There were two 
timber rest-houses, one at each end of the park, and twelve ranger’s 
posts each with two huts of grass and bamboo built over a concrete 
floor. Each post was occupied by a Ranger and two other men 
who patrolled beats and kept the paths clear. 

The objects of the park were, firstly, to preserve the fauna and 
flora of a typical tract of inland Malaya in perpetuity and, secondly, 
to make this accessible to the public as early as possible as a holi¬ 
day resort and for scientific and educational study. Transport 
difficulties limited the second object to about a dozen small parties 
before the war and the park was never fully opened to the public. 
These few experimental trips proved, however, that even with the 
very limited resources then available it was almost always possible 
to show" visitors sladang' at close quarters and that other birds, 
beasts, scenery and fishing provided ample attractions for those 
who appreciate an out-door holiday. The many unofficial appli¬ 
cations received for similar excursions revealed a growing interest 
in nature and camping holidays among both Europeans and the 
educated members of the Chinese, Malay and Indian communities. 

Though it is too early to expect Government to decide on a 
post-war policy for the park, there is no harm in my setting down 
my own views on its future possibilities. To begin with then 
though it is hardly likely that the whole project will be scrapped 
and the park abolished Government may not feel justified in contin¬ 
uing to spend large sums indefinitely on an unproductive venture, 
especially during slumps. It is therefore most important to make 
the park self-supporting as early as possible—if this is possible at 
all. There are many who think that it is not—but the same has 
been said at the beginning of most, if not all, such schemes—of 
the Kruger National Park certainly, and I believe also of the 
famous parks of North America, though Americans and Canadians 
seem to take more interest than we do in such matters. 

The general opposition argument is:—‘Who is going to pay 
to go into a forest where he is not allowed to shoot?* and the 
special lines for Malaya:—‘You can’t show game in heavy jungle’ 
and ‘Nobody in Malaya wants to leave the tarmac’. Of these 
three the first has been out-of-date since the observation of wild 
life and animal photography became popular, the answer to the 
second is to use an elephant instead of field-glasses and the third 

* Sladang is the Malay name of Bos gaums which we ordinarily call bison in 
India or, perhaps more correctly, by one of his vernacular aliases such as Gaur 
'^Hindustani), Gauri-gai (Gurkha) or Mithun (Assamese). It is, 1 believe, the 
largest of living bovines and quite the most impressive sight in the Park. 

10a 
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I now know to be a calumny on a large and growing section of 
the Malayan public. 

Originally we intended to exclude motor-cars from the park 
entirely but later decided that about fifteen miles of unmetalled or 
laterite motor tracks in the west of the area would be necessary if 
our aim is to show the greatest amount of wild life to the greatest 
number of visitors. The conversion of the railway from Kuala 
Lipis to Merapoh into a road by the Japanese makes this project 
more attractive since it would make possible short trips to an 
interestylfe^ part of the park for visitors in their own* cars—an 
important gain from a box-office point of view. of these 

motor-tracks would connect Merapoh with Sungei Ngeram a 
fishing camp which may be considered the headquarters of the 
western end of the park, though the rest-house there was un¬ 
fortunately burnt down during Japanese occupation. From here 
motor-tracks could be made to a well-known salt-lick to the north 
and to a sladang^ grazing-ground and fishing river to the east 
There would be room to extend this system of motor-tracks later 
if desired as much of this part of the park is comparatively easy 
country. 

For more extended tours, lasting ten days or so, travel would 
be by footpaths between temporary camping-grounds on fishing 
rivers, combined with boat-journeys on navigable reaches. Hitherto 
transport has been the limiting factor for journeys of this kind. 
Poi'ters are scarce and the best of them unable to average much 
more than thirty pounds a piece while the weight of their own food 
reduces the *pay-load’ by every day away from their supply-base; 
besides a crowd of porters is a real disadvantage if one wishes to 
watch wild life. J'his is where elephants come in-rone animal can 
carry the loMs of twenty-five men, can live entirely on what grows 
in the forest? and, instead of being a handicap, is the greatest help 
in approaching wild animals which allow a pad elephant almost 
within touching distance ignoring its riders completely. Before 
the w^ar two elephants were bought and two more caught and 
trained. One of these was shot during Japanese occupation but 
the remaining three with their Tharu mahouts would f<?rm the 
nucleus for a useful working herd. With a dozen elephants and 
perhaps a few saddle-ponies a fairly large number of visitors could 
enjoy trips in the park. 

Given the elephants the only preparation necessary before this 
sort of touring could be started is to provide sufficient tents and 
camping gear, to clear a few camping sites (leaving all sound trees 
in the upper canopy of the forest), to repair and improve existing 
paths and to align new ones—^work that could be extended almost 
indefinitely according to the success of the scheme. Where paths 
pass through sladang country it would be a good idea to remove 
the lower storey of the forest and clear the undergrowth to a width 
of a couple of chains on either side of the track. This light top- 
shade, as we found by small-scale experiments, encourages the 
carpet of short grasses {Paspalum, etc.) characteristic of the forest 

‘ See footnote, p. 559 . 

• Malaya is the best country for elephant-grazing that I have jfcome across. 
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floori without allowing the invasion of lalang, tehrau and other 
coarse grasses {Imperata, Saccharum, etc.). Though sladang eat 
the coarse grasses eagerly enough when tender shoots sprout 
after a lire, I believe that their principal food is the short grasses 
and t|iat it is only by increasing the grazing that we can increase 
the herds. 

This, however, is not the place to elaborate detailed plans, still 
less to attempt to forecast the future in terms of profit and loss* 
Though I am all for caution and gradual expansion along lines 
found, by trial and error, to be profitable, I still believe that it 
would be cheaper, in the long run, to spend enough money in the 
next few years to make the park at least partially self-supporting, 
than to continue spending indefinitely the minimum that will keep 
its boundaries intact. It may be said that the present is no time 
to consider such amenities as national parks—^with famine 
threatening half the world—^the present moment is certainly no time 
for spending but it is never too soon to consider how to spend to 
the best advantage when times improve. If the moment is 
inopportune the era is all in our favour—^times change quickly after 
a war; a new generation takes the stage, thousands who would 
never have seen a tropical forest in normal times have made its 
acquaintance through jungle warfare; and though the majority of 
ex-guerrillas may feel that they have had enough ‘bush-whacking^ 
for one lifetime, there will always be a minority who fall for the 
fascination of the jungle and would like to revisit it, at least for 
a spell, in peace and comfort. I have met some of them who felt 
like this and it is from among such that we shall recruit our future 
visitors and out future game-wardens. 

The speed of modern travel can be relied on to make our 
potential ‘audience’ more and more a world-wide one; I should not 
be surprised if there is a demand for air-strips in the park before 
long—I think I know of two sites; one of them within reach of a 
reputed haunt of Rhinoceros sondaicus (if he is not already extinct 
on the Peninsula) at any rate near R sumatrensis country. Once 
inside the real jungle well away from human habitation, there waa 
no malaria even in pre-war days; to-day, should it appear, D.D.T. 
around the affected camp would make short work of it. There is 
perfect site for a rest-camp or small hill-station on flattish land 
at about 4,000 ft. in the heart of one of the most attractive parts 
of the Park. 

The necessities of jungle-warfare have led to improvements in 
every sort of equipment and the tents, hammocks and everything 
I saw with the para-troops when I came out of prison, were an 
eye-opener though I thought I had up-to-date views on camping- 
gear. Then again photography has not stood still—^lighter cameras 
and cin 4 s, faster lenses, more sensitive fine-grained film and, above 
all improvements in flash-light equipment have all made animal 
photography a very different matter to-day and it is likdy to become 
one of the greatest attractions to the Park. Any modern camper 
of imagination will realize, far better than an old-timer can, whaf 
such things as the new fishing-tackle, the portable transmitters,, 
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the 'dropped’ provisions and all the rest of the new-fangled benefit# 
will mean to him. In short 1 believe that, with the changing 
times, the inaccessible, unwanted King (aeorge V National Park 
of Malaya has a future at last—^if it is given a dog> chance. 

The Sands House, 

South Newington, 

Banbury, Oxon, E. O. SHEBBEARE. 

England, 

ao August, 1946. 


ao.—A FIVE-BUNCHED INFLORESCENCE OF A BANANA 
{MUSA PARADISIACA LINN. VAR.) 

{With a plate.) 

The Plate shows a very interesting banana plant, a vegetable 
variety locally called ‘monthan’ {Musa paradisiaca Linn.) which 
was found at Colachel in South Travancore. While Jacob (i) has 
recorded a fasciated inflorescence of a normal banana producing a 
dozen different 'hearts’, here is a case where five different bunches 
have developed from a single plant. The plant was quite normal 
for all outward appearances except for the very stout pseudo stem. 
Out of the five bunches three were big and well developed, each 
having a shot blade. The other two inflorescences formed a double 
bunch coming out of a common shot blade. It is interesting to 
note that all the bunches emerged simultaneously and in the same 
direction. A dissection of the pseudo stem showed that four 
distinct inflorescence-stalks had their independent origin from the 
underground rhizome, the thickest of which had forked into two 
after emergence. The suckers from this stock however failed to 
imitate the benevolent mother. The local people considered the 
plant to be sacked and divine. 

Acknowledgment :—I express my great gratitude to the Govern¬ 
ment Lecturing and Systematic Botanist, Sri S. N. Chandra Sekara 
Iyer, M.A., for the encouragement and help he has given me in 
producing this note. Also my thanks are due to Mr. G. S. Money 
who was kind enough to take the photos. 
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Plvte II. 



Photo by Dams, 

A Mulli-hcacled Palmyra, Muttom, South Travancore. 
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21,—A MULTI-HEADED PALMYRA (BORASSUS 
FLABELUFER L.) 

(With a plate,) 

Branching in palms though a very rare phenomenon has been 
recorded in some cases. Jacob (i) and (2) has reported stem 
fasciation in Coconut and arecanut. Yegnanarayana Iyer (3) has 
recorded a coconut tree with two stems and another with seven 
branches. Wray (4) has reported a ‘double coconut tree*. Palms 
like Indian Doum (Boras sus dichotoma White) are normally 
dichotomously branched. However, not much is recorded abouf 
the branching of the common palmyra (Borassus flahellifer Linn.) 
During my tours, at places like Mannargudi, (Tanjore District) 
Vellaikoil and Tennalai (Coimbatore District) Tinnevelly near 
Tambarabarni river, Kallukutti (South Travancore), I have come 
across palmyras with two to five crowns. Tlje Plate shows a 
monstrous palmyra with more than eighteen branches. The palm 
was quite normal up to twenty feet height after which it branched 
into two and again into a number of other branches. Twelve 
branches are fairly long and distinct each possessing a separate 
crown. Three of these branches again divide. The lower-most 
branch on the left side (Plate) gives rise to five more small heads. 
It is interesting to note that all the branches develop in a vertical 
plane. Visitors to Muttom, the Light House Station in South 
Travancore, can never miss this very interesting and rare freak. 

Reference. 
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Soc., Vol. 46, 1946. 
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22.—VARIATION IN THE NUMBERS OF FLORAL PARTS IN 
JASJ^INUI^ MALABARICUM WT. 

In my excursions about Khandala during the last six years, the 
variations in the flowers of Jasminum malabaricum Wt. have been 
a constant puzzle. This year during the month of April, when 
Jasminum was in full bloom and very abundant about St. Xavier’s 
Villa, Khandala, I decided to study the question in detail in order 
to try and fix tht limits of sudb variations. 

Large numbers of flowers were af first collected by myself, and 
as far as possible, from different-plants. Then, in order to avoid 
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any personal bias on my part, I had the help of our Mali, St. 
Xavier’s Villa, to do the collecting; his instructions were to collect 
one branch from every plant in lower which he could see in St. 
Xavier’s Villa and Convalescent Home grounds; all our plants 
were, then, collected within an area of about one square mile, with 
St. Xavier’s Villa as the centre. 

After collection within the narrow limits indicated, all plants were 
taken to my improvised laboratory and their identification checked 
individually; all the specimens dealt with for the purposes of this 
enquiry belonged to Jasminunk malaharicum Wt,; if there was any 
specimen that appeared in the least doubtful, it was put aside and 
left out-of my calculations. One of the first results noted was a 
very large variation not only in the number of floral parts, but also 
in their structure, size, etc; in fact, about the only feature that 
seemed to be constant was the number of stamens, which in every 
flower examined was only two. In this note, however, I shall rest¬ 
rict myself to variation in numbers. 

In the first part of my inquiry every calyx and corolla was 
counted independently, that is to say, first I counted all the corollas 
then all the calyxes; in this way about 3,000 flowers were examined. 
At a later stage, however, after noting some sort of correspondence 
between the numbers of calyx and corolla segments, I tried to 
discover the relation between such numbers; for this purpose about 
■600 new flowers were counted, and this brought the total of flowers 
examined to nearly 4000. 

The task of counting so many flowers would have been alto¬ 
gether impossible for me, but for the kind help and assistance of 
the Rev. R. de Rafael, the Head of our Physics Department, with 
whose help and advice a method was deviced for dealing with large 
numbers of flowers in a relatively short time. The whole inquiry 
took from April 9th to April 15th of this year. 

The following tables and graphs will give an idea of our results. 
The number of calyx segments was found to vary between 4 & 8, 
that of corolla segments between 4 & 11; the number of 3249 flowers 
counted for the calyx and 954 for the corolla seems ample enough 
to warrant our conclusions. 


TABLE I 


A/C 

No. Calyces 

No. Corollas 

examined 

examined 

4 

333 

1 

5 

1,643 

27 

6 

1,219 

181 

7 

SO 

403 

8 

4 

266 

9 

• • # 

66 

10 

• •• 

9 

11 


1 

Total >• 

3,249 

154 
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Graphs Nos. I & II g-ive a graphic representation of the distri¬ 
bution of calyx and corolla numbers; the structure of the graphs 
is clearly what one would expect from a normal distribution; this 



is even more clear when the number of flowers examined is plotted 
not against the calyx or corolla numbers, but against their res¬ 
pective logarithms. 

At this stage, as stated above, it was found desirable to corre¬ 
late the numbers of calyx and corolla segments. As will be seen 
from Table II, whole flowers were counted, i.e., first the corolla, 
then the calyx and the results were at once put in tabular form. 

TABLE II 

Showing the Relation between Calyx and Corolla Numbers 

TABLE II 

Numbsr of Corolla Sbomsnxs 


... 

4 j 5 

1 

6 

1 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Total 

i * 

... 

i 

7 

19 

28 

6 

... 

■ 

60 

a 

1 5 

M 

1 

! 

8 ' 90 

1 

161 

71 

16 

3 

350 

1 e 

§ . _ . 

... 

1 

14 

72 

52 

8 

1 

148 

1 ^ 


- 

... 

1 

3 

I 

B 

5 

Total 

1 

16 

123 

262 

132 


B 
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Table No. II was submitted to Prof. D. D. Kosambi, the statis¬ 
tician on the staff of the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research^ 
Bombay; after working out the correlation values between calyx 
and corolla numbers, he sent me the following answer: ‘Corre¬ 
lations calculated both in the integral units as well as the suggested 
logarithmic units (Loge values for calyx and corolla numbers) . . . 
these values are respectively 

r;=o.275 and 
r=o.277 

and the difference is barely significant. Both correlations, however, 
are highly significant indeed, though I do not know whether 
linkage is to be suspected between the two characters. This 
question of linkage which I suppose is most important from the 
geneticist’s point of view, can only be settled by experiment. 
However, if you have reason to believe that the "groups of plants 
from which specimens are observed are fairly close in geographical 
distribution and sensibly homo2ygous, I suggest that evidence 
exists to justify the hypothesis of linkage.’ As a matter of interest, 
all our plants came from a very narrow area, and this coupled witli 
the correlation between calyx and corolla numbers very strongly 
suggests the presence of linkage; this point, however, will have 
to be left out of this paper, as it goes beyond the limits of my 
inquiry. 

Conclusions : 

1. When the calyx and corolla segments are counted independ¬ 
ently of each other, the most frequent numbers for calyx. and 
corolla are 5 and 7 respectively. 

2. When calyx and corolla are correlated among themselves, 
the same results are obtained, the most frequent combination being 

KS, C7. . , . 

3. In the case of calyx nfimbers, there is a high peak at K 5, 
and an almost equally high peak at K 6; outside these two figures, 
there is a very rapid decrease in either direction. 

4. In the case of corolla numbers, there is a high peak at C 7, 
and from this figure there is a fairly gradual decrease in either 
direction, 

St. Xavier^s College, 

Fort, Bombay, 

tsth July, 1946. H. SANTAPAU, s.j. 

>) 


PRINTED AND i>UBLt$HED BY V. M. PHILIP AT THB DlOCVSAN PRESS, CHURCH ROAD, 
VBPBRY. MADRAS (P.LC. NO. Q.H. MS. 5>—27-3^1 M7'—1,300 COPIES.; 03023. 
RDtTORS : S. H. PRATER, C. MCCANN AND sfl IM ALI, 5 APOLLO STREET, FORT, BOMBAY 




Changeable Rose 
HIBISCUS MUTABILIS LINN. 

(nearly natural size) 



JOURNAL 

OF THE 

Bombay Natural History Society. 


1947 - 


VOL. 46. 


No. 4 


SOME BEAUTIFUL INDIAN CLIMBERS AND SHRUBS. 

BV 

N. L. Bor, c.i.e., m.a., d.sc.. f.l.s., i.f.s., 

Forest Botanist, 

AXD 

M. B. R4izad.\, m.sc., 

Assistant Forest Botanist, 

Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun, 

Part XXV. 

{Continued from VoL 46 (1946), p. 413). 

{With one coloured and 6 black and white f>lates.) 

Malvaceae 

This family, which takes its name from one of its genera, Malva, 
the Mallow, contains 42 genera with over 900 species and is con¬ 
fined, with few exceptions, to the tropics of both hemispheres. 

The family comprises herbs, shrubs and trees. Mucilage cells 
either singly or in rows, ck:cur in the bark and pith. The leaves 
are alternate and often more or less palmately divided but it 
frequently happens that both entire and palmately divided leaves are 
found on the same plant. Stipules are present, biit they fall off 
early and leave a scar at the base of the petiole. Young parts are 
usually covered, sparsely or thickly, with hair. The pubescence in 
Mah^aceae is termed stellate because the individual hairs are not 
single and simple but a number are attached to one point and 
radiate from it like the rays of a conventional star. 

The flowers are usually large and showy and are most often 
solitary in the leaf-axils. Below the calyx is a structure known as 
an epicalyx, which in this family consists of a whorl of bracteoles. 
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The epicalyx functions as an extra protection for the young parts 
in the bud. The five, usually large and brightly coloured petals 
are twisted in the bud. They are free to the base where they are 
attached to the staminal-tube and fall with it when the flower withers. 
The stamens are numerous. The filaments are joined together into 
a complete tube which arises from the base of the petals and sur* 
rounds the filiform style. The top of the staminal-tube is usually 
produced upwards above the anthers and ends in a jagged or toothed 
edge. The anthers are kidney-shaped and i-celled.’ The pollerx- 
grains are large and spherical and adhere to one another in masses. 
The ex tine of the grain is covered with spines. The ovary is 
superior and generally 5-celled with many ovules attached to the 
inner angle of the cells. The style is long and filiform; stigmas 
the same number as or double the number of the carpels, capitate. 
The fruit is usually a dry capsule, very rarely fleshy, or a berry. 
The seeds are sometimes hairy. 

The flowers of the Malvaceae are termed protandrous, i.e. the 
anthers mature earlier than the stigmas. When the petals untwist 
themselves the stigmas are hidden within the staminal-tube and the 
anthers mature and burst before the stigmas emerge. By the time 
the stigmas have emerged the anthers have turned downwards but 
the slimy spiny pollen-grains adhere for sometime to the dehisced 
anther-cells. There are five nectar pits on the inner surface of the 
calyx-tube; one between each pair of petals. The nectar is protected 
from the rain by the fringes at the bases of the petals. Insects 
which come to take the nectar carry away some of the pollen with 
them and transfer it to the stigma of an older flower. Some 
American species of Hibiscus are said to be cross-fertilised by birds. 
Although cross-fertilisation is the rule in these brightly coloured 
plants, self-fertilisation is quite a common phenomenon. 

Many shrubby plants belonging to this family are cultivated in 
Indian gardens for the sake of their gorgeous flowers. Hibiscus is 
perhaps the best known genus but Pavonia, Malvaviscus, Malvas- 
trum, Thespesia and Gossypiutn, as ornamental plants arc by no means 
to be despised. 

It has been mentioned above that the seeds of some species are 
enveloped in hairs. This is a device to secure wide dissemination 
of the seed. This characteristic of certain genera is of very great 
importance to mankind. For it is not too much to say that, if cot¬ 
ton, the hairy covering of the seeds of Gossypiutn was, not available 
to man, life as we know it, would be very different from that in a 
cottonless world. These long i-celled hairs which can be spun into 
thread enter into a host of indispensable articles. It can also, as 
if to counteract its usefulness, be used to produce a devastating 
explosive. 

Many of the species growing wild in India are well known for 
their possession of a very tough fibre which is developed in the bast. 
Urena lobata, a pretty pink-flowered untidy undershrub, is very 
common all over India in plains and hills. The fibre of this plant, 
which resembles flax, can be made into cloth, string-bags, fishing- 
lines, twine and so forth. Several species of Abutilon, another 
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genus of Malvaceae, yield a fibre which has some repute but for 
which no coniinercial demand exists as yet. 

Mucilage is found in large quantities in the roots, stems and 
leaves of certain species and this property led to their extended use 
as medicines in ancient times. A very considerable number of 
malvaceous species are mentioned by Dioscorides and by the 
herbalists of the seventeenth century. These species were pres¬ 
cribed in various ways as tonics, aperients, aphrodisiacs, palliatives 
and curatives for all sorts of diseases. The followers of Pythagoras 
considered that magical formulae, written upon the leaves of Malva* 
were far more potent than when written upon any other surface. 
This particular plant also has the dubious honour of being mentioned 
by the Latin poet Martial who in the following lines— 

Exoneraturas ventrem mihi vilica mah^as 

Attulit et varias, quas habet horlus, opes. 
sings of its virtues as a purgative. 

Although members of the Malvaceae have been known in Europe 
since very early times, competent botanists consider that no mal¬ 
vaceous plant can be deemed beyond all doubt to be indigenous to 
Europe. As stated above the real home of the family is in the 
warmer regions of the earth. 

Hibiscus Linn. 

(This name is derived from ebiskosy ibiskoSf Greek words used 
by Dioscorides to designate Althaea officinalis, the Marsh Mallow.) 

Herbs, shrubs, climbers or trees: Leaves alternate, usually 
palmately lobed or cut; stipules early caducous. Flowers large, 
showy, axillary or rarely in a termini raceme. Bracteoles below 
the calyx, 4-12 or rarely o, usually free from one another and from 
the calyx; calyx bell-shaped, 5-lobed; lobes valvate. Petals 5, 
connate at the base and adnate to the staminal-tube. Staminal-tube 
5-lobed or 5-toothed at the top, giving off the free ends of the 
stamens at different levels. Ovary 5-celled; ovules 3 or more in 
each cell; styles 5, connate below; stigmas capitate. Fruit a 5- 
valved or 5-celled capsule. Seeds reniform, globose or obovoid, 
glabrous, velvety, cottony or scaly. 

This genus contains about 200 species of which a fair number 
are indigenous to India. Some of the indigenous species are used 
as food, some as medicines, while others are valued for the fibre 
which they yield. A few of these which are valued for some reason 
or another but not cultivated in gardens for show, are the follow¬ 
ing:— 

Hibiscus abeltnoschus Linn. 

The Musk Mallow. 

(Arabic Hab^ul-mushk from which the specific name is derived. 
The Sanskrit name is Gandapura.) 

An annual or biennial plant found in the hotter parts of India. 
The seeds are musk-scented and contain an oil which is extensively 
used in native medicine; it is said to be antispasmodic, stomachic, 
diuretic and to be of value in venereal diseases. 
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HiMsciif canMMiiifs Linn. 

Deccan Hemp, Ambari Hemp. 

(Hind: Ambari). 

A small herbaceous shrub which is extensively cultivated as a 
fibre crop outside the great jute areas. The fibre is said to be 
stronger than jute. The seeds contain an oil which is a good lubri¬ 
cant and illuminant. Burkill says it is suitable for the manufacture 
of linoleum paints. 

Hibiscu csculentus Linn. 

Ladies’-Fingers. 

(Hind : Bhindi). 

A tall herb cultivated everywhere in India for the sake of its 
young capsules which are largely eaten as a vegetable. Opinion 
as to the palatability of Ladies’-finger vary, some liking them, while 
others consider them to be absolutely revolting in the insipidity. 
The latter opinion is due to the amount of mucilage they contain 
which, when the vegetable is boiled, appears in large quantities. 
The unpleasant aspect of the vegetable can be got rid of by boiling 
the capsules in vinegar. The plant is also valued for its medicinal 
virtues. Decoction of various parts of the plant are used in venereal 
diseases. 

Hibiscus sabdariffa Linn. 

The Rozella or Red Sorrel. 

(Hind: Patwa). 

A shrub which is very extensively cultivated in India. It has red 
stems and a succulent, red, fleshy, edible calyx. The calyx can be 
made into jellies or preserves and has a very delicate flavour. The 
stem yields a fairly strong fibre. 

A number of species of Hibiscus are cultivated in gardens for 
their very showy flowers. As always happens the horticulturists 
have bred, crossed, rebred and recrossed the various species until 
we have a bewildering set of names and colours among which the 
original species are almost lost. In the Journal of the Bombay 
Natural History Society, Vol. xx, 1906, p. 892, et seq. Mr. Mil¬ 
lard gives a list of the varieties of Hibiscus as known to him at that 
time. He lists 7 double and 24 single varieties. 

More recently Mrs. Robinson (Jour, Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., 
Vol. xl, 1938, pp. 1-7), published a paper on the ^Raising of Hibis¬ 
cus from seed’ in which she discusses upon the many varieties of 
Hibiscus, their pollination, and other interesting themes. 

It may interest readers to know that in Hawaii up to the year 
1913 over 1000 crosses of Hibiscus were made. It is not too much 
to conclude that in the intervening years several thousand more might 
have been accomplished. 




Changeable Rose. M. B. Raxzada. 

Hibiscus mutabihs Linn. 
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The Coral Hibiscus. 
Hibiscus schizopetalus (Mast.) Hook. /. 
New Forest, Dehra Dun. 
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When making a cross it is advisable that the unopened andiers 
of the female parent be cut away. This is accomplished by removing 
the petals of a bud that is going to open the next day. One can 
easily judge this by the size of the bud. Having removed the un¬ 
opened anthers the staminal-column is placed in a pollen bag, i.e., 
a bag which prevents the transference of pollen to the stigmas 
through the agency of wind or insects. Dry pollen from the male 
parent should be deposited upon the receptive stigmas and the 
pollen bag replaced until the stigmas wither. As has already been 
mentioned the stigmas of certain species do not 'appear until the 
pollen has been shed several hours after the flower has opened. 
In such cases the anthers may be removed after the flower opens. 

Seeds restritfng from natural or artificial pollination are ripe in 
about 6 weeks. These seeds may be planted as soon as dry or 
they may be kept for some time as their viability is high. All seeds 
resulting from cross must be sown as the amount of variation 
resulting from a cross is considerable and all seedlings obtained must 
be rais^ in order to get material for propagation and for further 
crossing. 

In Hawaii the seeds of Hibiscus are usually planted in pots 
25 in. deep in a 1 in. deep layer of coral sand or top of the soil. 
Seedlings are transplanted after i month when they are 2 in. high. 
When they reach a height of 5 in. they are again transplanted. 
The seedlings are said to flower from 9-12 months after the seed 
has been sown. 

In order to perpetuate the desirable characters of the hybrid as 
revealed by the flowering of the seedling, these hybrids must be 
propagated by grafts or cuttings. Cuttings of well matured wood 
.5-1 in. diameter and 5 in. long do b^t. Cuttings should be 
planted 3 in. deep in sand and if the latter is kept well watered roots 
should form in 6 weeks. 

With few exceptions all varieties are scentless. The flowers 
usually open in the early morning and stay fresh for about twelve 
hours or so. When picked, all*varieties stay just as crisp and fresh 
with or without water. They are, therefore, not suitable for table 
decoration. 

Most hibiscus plants flower best in the hot months, although a 
few blooms appear in off-season. The cultivation is easy and 
demands but little care and plants can easily be multiplied by 
cuttings, although the hybrids are often slow in striking. The 
plants lend themselves to a variety of uses: they will grow as 
shrubbery masses, either tall or short; they can 1^ trimmed into 
hedges for which purpose the common single red, H. rosa^sinensis 
is the best; they will cover arbors and will even form standard trees. 

Hibiscus are sun-loving plants and should not be planted in 
shade. They grow so rapidly that much pruning is necessary and 
it is the lack of such care that makes them so often look ragged 
and unsightly. The blooms occur on the new wood, so that heavy 
oruning also induces extra flowers. The plants prefer a deep rich 
soil and a good unfailing supply of moisture. 

In this part of our series we shall only deal with the ‘Undiluted' 
as it were, species to be found in our gardens. It is not possible 
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to trace the innumerable hybrids tvhich have been produced at 
various horticultural centres* 

Kby to the species of Hibiscus. 

Flowers double* changing in colour from white to red. 

Flowers single or double* not changing as above. 

Petals cut and lobed. 

Petals not cut* entire. 

Stamens prominently exserted; flowers never lilac 
or purple 

Stamens not exserted; flowers lilac» purple or blue. 

Hibiscus mutabiiis Linn. 

Changeable Rose. 

{Mutabiiis means changing in Latin* and refers to the floivers of 
the species which change colour from white to red during the course 
of the day.) 

Description ,—A deciduous shrub or small tree with brownish 
bark on the old stems; younger parts greenish covered with a stellate 
tomentum, among which are to be found erect simple* golden 
glandular hairs. Leaves alternate, petiolate* stipulate, 4-9 in. long 
and has broad, deeply cordate, 3-5«lobed, crenate on the lobes, 
stellate tomentose on both surfaces, but much more thickly on the 
lower surface, yellow glandular hairs present; middle lobe long, 
caudate, acute; petiole up to 9 in. long terete, tomentose; stipule 
linear-subulale. 

Flowers large, single or double, 3-4 in. across, pedunculate, 
axillary; peduncles 2-3 in. long, terete, stellate-tomentose, glandular 
hairy, articulate about .3 in; below the flower. Epicalyx of 6-9 
lanceolate, tomentose lobes; calyx bowl-shaped, yellowish-green, 
glandular hairy, 5-lobed; lobes triangular up to i in. long acute, 
valvate. Petals 5 or several times that number, orbicular, obovate, 
shortly clawed, white at first, fading to pink. 2-2.5 long, 
glabrous, becoming hairy below. In cases when the corolla is double 
the extra petals arise from the staminal-tube. Stamens numerous; 
anthers i-celled. Ovary covered with a dense mat of short silver 
hairs. Capsule sub-globose, *8 in. in diameter, hirsute, endocarp 
with dense white hairs. Seeds brown, densely bearded on one side. 

Flowers. —Sept.-Oct. Fruits Oct.-Nov. 

Distribution .—Roxburgh states that this plant is a native of 
China. It has, however, been cultivated in this country for a very 
long time as an ornamental shrub. 

Gardening .—very common large deciduous shrub with large 
heart-shaped leaves. During September and October it bears in 
constant succession, a profusion of large, handsome, usually double 
flowers, somewhat like an immense double rose, which are white as 
they open fading to a deep rose tint. Haines, however, states that 
the.sequence of fading, white to red, does not always occur and 
that occasionally individual flowers are red or pink from the bud. 
Propagated by cuttings which root readily, or by seed for even the 
double-flowered form fruits freely in this country. It should be cut 
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back after flowering. The shrub is not particularly ornamental 
when not in bloom. The flowers are, however, handsome and 
provide colour in the garden when it is badly needed. It is not 
particular in its soil requirements but insects sometimes attack it 
readily making it rather unsightly. 

Hibiscus schiasopetalus (Mast.) Hook.f. 

‘Coral Hibiscus.* 

(Schizopetalus means split petals and refers to the beautifully cut 
and laciniate petals of this species.) 

Description .—A glabrous shrub sometimes, rambling. Leaves 
alternate, stipulate, petiolate, ovate or elliptic in shape, shining, 
crenate-serrate on the margins except at the base, 3-5-nerved from 
the base, 2-3.5 stipules minute, subulate, caducous; petiole 

.5-1 in. long. 

Flowers axillary, drooping and fuchsia-like; peduncle 6 in. long, 
jointed in the middle, glabrous. Epicalyx of 7 minute, subulate 
bracteoles, or absent. Calyx .7 in. long, cylindrical spathaceous, 
at length split into 2-3 lobes; lobes obtuse. • Petals 5, oblanceolate 
in outline, dawned, the margins beautifully cut or laciniate, of a deep 
crimson colour, reflexed, 2-3 in. long. StaminaLtube very long up 
to 6 in. in length, red, slender, divided at the top into an irregular 
number of lobes. Ovary pear-shaped, minutely hairy; style very 
long slender, dividing at the top into 5 long arms, each of which 
terminates in a capitate stigma. Fruit a long capsule, with smooth 
seeds. 

Flowers. —April-Sept. Does not set seed in this country. 

Distribution ,—A native of tropical Africa ; common in gardens 
throughout the country. 

Gardeninf^. —.A large, evergreen, shrub with slender drooping 
branches. The flowers are red or orange-red, drooping and fuchsia¬ 
like, with the petals deeply cut and fringed. It was discovered by 
Dr. Kirk, Consul at Zanzibar who found it first in 1874 on the coast 
hills at Mombasa where it grows both in dry rocky slopes and in 
damp mountain glens, in dense shade, amongst bignonias, balsams, 
and ferns. Propagated by cuttings. 

The coral hibiscus has been frequently crossed witli other varieties 
and thus many of the newer sorts show a longer central column and 
petals more frilled than are found in ordinary kinds. The colour 
range also varies except that it is not blue or purple. 

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Linn. 

Chinese Rose, Common Garden Hibiscus, Chinese Shoe-flower. 

8 "he specific name refers to the origin of the plant.) 
escription ,—An evergreen shrub but in favourable situation 
reaching the dimensions of a small tree, glabrous (younger parts 
slightly pubescent). Leaves alternate, stipulate, petiolate, 2.5-5 
long, ovate-acuminate, coarsely serrate, glabrous and shining, 
sometimes lobed, 3-nerved at the base; stipules ensiform or subulate; 
petiole up to I in. long. 
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Flowers solttar}* from the upper axils, pedunculate; peduncles 
longer than the petioles as long as the leaves, jointed .5 in. below 
the epicalyx. Epicalyx of 6-7 linear bracteoles shorter than die calyx, 
connate at the base, often with a few hairs along the margins. Calyx 
campanulate, including the lobes, 1.25 in. long, light green in colour 
with darker ner\’es, 5-lobed; lobes triangular-acute, .$ in. long. 
Petals 5, crimson, with a darker eye, obovate-obtuse, covered with 
short white hairs in the bud, afterwards glabrous, clawed, ciliate 
on the claw, up to 4 in. long by 2.5 in. wide at the broadest part. 
Staminal-tube 3.5 in. long or more, terminating above in short 
linear-acute lobes; stamens numerous; anthers i-celled, yellow. 
Ovary conical, obtuse, .4 in. long, cream-coloured, covered with a 
very short erect pubescence. Style filiform, dividing into 5 branches 
,25 in. below the capitate red hairy stigmas. The fruit is a capsule 
up to .75 in. long. 

The colour of the corolla of this species iS extremely variable in 
cultivation. Double-flowered forms are common and in others the 
corolla may be magenta, cherry, bright red, yellow or striped white 
and red. 

After the pollen h^ been shed the corolla begins to fade and 
wraps itself round the stamens and any pollen which may still be 
sticking to them. The stigmas are, however, still receptive and 
are guarded against self fertilisation. Sun birds certainly do aid 
in cross-fertilisation here. 

Flowers ,—Practically all the year round but profusely from 
April-September. Does not set seed in this country. 

Distribution .—Probably a native of China, now common in all 
warm countries. 

Gardening ,—^A large, evergreen showy shrub which is commonly 
cultivated for ornament throughout the tropics. It includes 
numerous single and double varieties, varying from very large 
brilliant crimson flowers, often 5.5 in. in diameter, through red to 
salmon-coloured and yellow flowers. It is a favourite ornamental 
bush and is commonly grown in gardens throughout the plains of 
India. Propagated by cuttings as the plant never seeds in this 
country. 

Medicinal and Economic uses .—The flowers are considered ref¬ 
rigerant and emollient and an infusion of the petals is given as a 
demulcent. The leaves are said to be emollient, anodyne and 
laxative and the root is considered valuable in cough. According 
to Roxburgh the petals are used to blacken shoes, hence the English 
name of the plant. The Chinese are said to utilise them in the same 
way, and also to make a black dye for their hair and eyebrows from 
the petals. The bark yields a good fibre. 

HIMsctia syriacus Linn. 

Shrubby Althaea^ Rose-of-Sharon. 

(The specific name refers to the alleged native country of the 
plant.) 

Description .—^A shrub reaching 9 ft. in height, young parts 
covered with a soft sparse pubescence. Leaves alternate, petiolate, 
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Stipulate^ triangular, rhomboid, or rhomboid-ovate in shape, s-nerved 
at the cuneate base of which 3 (the midrib and 2 lateral) are strongly 
marked, glabrous on both surfaces or with a few scattered tufts of 
stellate pubescence; 2-3 in. long; margins with crenate teeth in 
the upper two-thirds; petiole up to 1 in. long; stipules minute. 

Flowers axillary, solitary, seated on stout peduncles which are 
shorter than the petioles. Epicalyx consisting of 6-7 sp, linear, 
narrow lobes, shorter than the calyx. Calyx bowl-shaped with the 
lobes .75 in. long, s-lobed; lobes triangular acute, valvate in the 
bud, stellate-tomenlose outside. Petals 5, pale purple or white, 
orbicular, clawed, 2 in. long by 2.5 in. wide at the broadest part, 
ciliate with white hairs. Staminal-tube short, not exserted, about 
1.5 in. long, white or very pale purple. Ovary pubescent; style 
filiform; stigma white. The species is also extremely variable as 
regards the colour of its flowers; purple-pink, deep-purple, white, 
violet-red and pink forms are all met with. 

Flowers. —^June-August. Does not seed in this country. 

Distribution ,—Native country uncertain, but probably not Syria 
as Linnaeus supposed, now commonly cultivated in the pUins and 
in hill stations throughout India. 

Gardening .—deciduous shrub which is immensely variable in 
character of flowers, the colour ranging from blue-purple to violet- 
red, flesh-colour and white; also in full double forms. Like other 
species of Hibiscus it will grow in any good soil, but tlirives best 
in the hills and cooler plains districts. This species is of slender habit 
and the growth is thinner than with the majority of other species. 
Propagated easily by cuttings. 


THE EARLY STAGES OF INDIAN LKPIDOPTERA. 

BY 

D. G. Sevastopulo, f.r.e.s. 

Part XVII. 

{Continued from Vol. 46, p. 430.) 

RHOPALOCERA. 

Papilionidae. 

Papilio polytes L., romulus Cr. 

Sevastopulo, Journ. Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., xliv, 78. 1943* 

Ovum—Spherical, the base flattened. Clear lemon yellow. 
Lender a lens, the chlorion very slightly pebbled. Laid singly on 
the uppiT, or under, surface of a leaf of the food-plant. 

Described from ova found in Calcutta in September 1944. 

Talbot, quoting Bell, describes the ovum as being ‘spherical, 
hardly perceptibly rough on the surface. Pale oranp, opaque, 
shiny, smudged with pale brown. Diameter 1.2 mm.^ 



576 JOURNAL. BOMBAY NATURAL HIST. SOClETYs Vol 46 


Paptlio demoleus L., detnoleus. 

Talbet, Fauna Brit. Ind., Butterflies, i (2nd edit.), 188. 1939* 

Sevastopulo, Journ. Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., xlv, 189. 1945* 

Ovum—Spherical, the base flattened. Pale greenish yellow. 
Urider a lens, the chlorion very slightly pebbled. Laid singly on 
the upper, or under, surface of a leaf of the food-plant. Smaller 
than the ovum of P. polytes. 

Described from ova found in Calcutta in September 1944, 

Talbot describes the ovum as pale yellow. 

PlERlDAE. 

Delias eucharis Drury. 

Horsf. & Moore, Cat. Lep. E. I. Co., 80, pi. i, figs, i, la. 1857. 

Moore, Lep. Ceyl., i, 140, pi. 54, fig. ib. 1881. 

Forsayeth, Trans. Ent. Soc. Land., iii, 337, 385. 1884. 

Davidson & Aitken, Journ. Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., v, 358 1890. 

Moore, JLep. Ind., iv, 175, pi. 534, figs, i, la-d. 1904. 

Bingham, Fauna Brit. Ind., Butterflies, ii, 142. 1907. 

Bell, Journ. Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., xxi, 1149, pi. i, fig. 17. 1912. 

Ghosh, Mem. Dep. Agr. Ind., Ent., ser. 5 (i), 27, pi. iii, figs. 
1-4. 1914. 

Talbot, Monograph of Delias, 497, pi. liii, fig. 6. 1937. 

Talbot, Fauna Brit. Ind., Butterflies, i, (2nd edit.), 355, pi. iii, 
figs. I, 2. 1939. 

Pupa—Head with a short forward-pointing snout and a short 
erect tooth above the base of the antenna. Thorax keeled w^ith a 
slight depression between the pro- and meso-thorax. A slight 
projection at the origin of the wing cases. Abdominal somites with 
a slight dorsal crest and with a dorsal series of six spines, of which 
the fourth is the largest. A subdorsal series of very small spines, 
one each on the meso- and meta-thorax, and seven on the abdomen. 
A scries of eight short spines just above the wing cases, one each 
on the meso- and meta-thorax, and six on the abdomen. Colour a 
clear, bright, lemon yellow. The cephalic snout, the dorsal spines 
and the first, second, fourth and sixth abdominal spines above the 
wing cases black. The keel at the front of the meso-thorax marked 
with a black patch. Wing cases marked with black along the 
costal margin, the outer margin with a black line, just within which 
is a series of seven conical black spots. Eye, leg and antenna 
sheaths marked with black. Venter blotched with black. Cremaster 
black with a transverse black dorsal bar just anterior to it. Sus¬ 
pended, usually in a vertical position, by a girdle and tail pad of 
white silk. 

Described from a pupa found in Calcutta i9-ii-44, from which a 
male emerged 23-11-44. 

Bingham, quoting Davidson & Aitken, describes the ground 
colour as bright yellow; Talbot, quoting Bell, as ‘slightly greenish 
light yellow’ and his figure in the Fauna of British India shews an 
almost apple green pupa. All the pupae I have seen have had no 
trace of any green coloration. 
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Nymphalidae. 


Atella phalanta Drury. 

Sevastopulo, Journ, Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., xliii, 40. 1940, 

Another form has the head brownish yellow, the clypeus out¬ 
lined with black and filled in with white, and w^ith a black spot on 
either side. Ground colour of body purple brown, minutely white- 
speckled, and with a double, pale, dorsal line. A zig-zag cream 
sublateral stripe. Spines black in some examples, pale pinkish in 
others. Venter purple brown on the thoracic somites, pinkish on 
the abdominal. Legs black. Prolegs pinkish. Spiracles black 
ringed with white. 

Another form of pupa is leaf green with all the spines metallic 
silver tipped with red. A silver spot on the eye and a silver streak 
along the inner and outer margin of the wing case, both streaks 
and spots marked above with a red line. The amount of silver 
varies considerably, it being almost obsolete on some pupae. 

Described from a full fed lar\^a found in Calcutta 9-iii-44» pupated 
i2-iii-44 ^ female emerged i7-iii-44. 


Lycaenidae. 

Zizeeria maha Koll., maha 

Ovum—Button shaped and intricately sculptured. Colour bluish 
white. Laid singly on the underside of a leaf of the food-plant. 

Larva—Head black, retractile, ist somite retractile. Ground 
colour dull green, with an indistinct darker dorsal line. Segments 
fairly deeply cut. Clothed with moderately long, whitish pubes¬ 
cence. 

Pupa formed on a leaf, resting on a carpet of white silk and 
supported by a girdle. Typical Lycaenid pupa in shape, the head 
and anal end obtuse, the division between the thorax and abdomen 
not very deep. Colour yellow green, the wing cases and a dorsal 
line darker. Jtxcept for the wing cases, clothed with short white 
pubescence. 

Food-plant —Oxolis cornici 4 lata L. 

Described from a full fed lar\^a found in Calcutta 14-111-44, 
pupated i7-iii-44 and a female emerged 23-111-44. 

Haihinda amor F. 

Sevastopulo, Jourti. Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., xl, 399. 1938. 

Another form has the ground colour pale yellowish green, the 
tips of the projections dull brown. A transverse line joining the 
lateral projections on the 5th somite, and a subdorsal line on the 
6th to 8th somites brown. 

A fuller description of the pupa is as follows. Shaped very like 
that of a Syrphid but somewhat humped just before the thorax. 
Attached to a leaf or twig by the cremaster. Colour bright green, 
the head, thorax and wing cases slightly darker, and with a narrow 
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triangular chestnut, or dull brown, dorsal mark on the abdominal 
somites. 

Food-plant —Nephelium litchi. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta i4-iii-44, 
pupated i8-iii-44 and a female emerged 26-111-44. 


HETEROCERA 

Lasiocampidae. 

Estigena pardalis Wlk. 

Ovum—Egg-shaped, slightly flattened at the sides, ikdour 
chalky white, a diffused olive brown blotch surrounded by a broken, 
olive brown ring on the side and an olive brown spot at the end 
opposite the micropyle. The micropyle itself an olive spot. Under 
a lens, minutely punctuate. Laid singly, or in twos and threes, on 
a leaf or twig of the food-plant. Hatched i6-ii-44. 

I St instar—Head and body dark grey. 2nd and 3rd somites each 
with a dark transverse dorsal band, 4th somite backwards with a 
subdorsal black spot edged above with orange. A lateral series of 
tufts of short hair and a dorsal series of tufts of longer, coarser, 
black hair. Shape tapered from head to anal claspers. 

2nd instar—^Very similar, the lateral tufts larger. 2nd somite 
with a dark, velvety, transverse slit with a tuft of short orange 
bristles in front; 3rd somite with a transverse blue band with a 
black spot at each end. iith somite with a double orange dorsal 
wart. 

3rd instar—^Very similar. The lateral tufts springing from 
tubercles, those on the thoracic somites larger than on the abdominal. 
Abdominal somites with a dorsal series of four red spots arranged 
in a quadrilateral in place of the orange and black subdorsal spots. 

4th instar—Head brownish grey, streaked with darker. Ground 
colour of body brownish grey minutely speckled witli black. 2nd 
somite with a transverse dorsal slit, lined with velvety black skin 
and filled with black bristles, the anterior margin armed with buff 
bristles and with a slight edging of similar bristles posteriorly. 
3rd somite with a transverse dorsal slit, lined with dark blue and 
edged, before and behind, with black bristles. 4th to loth somites 
each with an anterior and posterior pair of red dots on the dorsum, 
nth somite with a double dorsal wart clothed with short buff bristles. 
A series of sublateral tubercles tufted with pale brown hair, those 
on the thoracic somites considerably larger and that on the ist 
somite double. Legs dark purplish brown. Venter brownish grey 
with a median blackish stripe, the undersurface of the sublateral 
tubercles, except on the 6th to 9th somites, blackish. 

Final instar—Similar to preceding, except that the transverse 
slit on the 3rd somite is lined with black instead of blue. Ground 
colour sometimes somewhat mottled, in which case the 8th and xxth 
somites have a dark dorsal blotch. The warts on the xxth somite 
larger and clothed with buff scales. Spiracles buff ringed with 
black. 
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Pupa in a longish cylindrical cocoon with blunt ends, spun of 
soft pale silk and heavily impregnated by, but not stiffened with, a 
whitish chalky substance. Pupa pale olive brown, apparently 
smooth but so covered with the white chalky substance that it appears 
pu>>escent. Spiracles dark. 

Food-plant— Carissa carandas L. 

Described from larvae bred from ova found in Calcutta, one of 
which spun i6-iii-44 and a male emerged 25-iii-44, 

Sphingidae. 


Acherontia lachesis F. 

Sevastopulo, Journ, Bomb. Nat. Jiisf. Soc., xhi, 63. 1946. 

Ovum—Pale green slightly tinged with orange. Ovoid in 
shape, very minutely pebbled. Laid singly on the upper or under 
surface of a leaf of the food-plant. Hatched 29-viii-44. 

1st instar—Head rounded, pale green. Body pale green, be¬ 
coming darker after feeding, a few short colourless hairs, Horn 
black, long and straight, the tip bifid. Moulted 2-ix-44. 

2nd instar—Similar, the dorsum rather bluer green. Head and 
thorax with raised granules. Later in the instar oblique blue 
lateral stripes appear from the 4th somite backwards. Horn tuber- 
culate. Moulted 5-ix-44. 

3rd instar—Head green, with a paler \"-shaped mark from 
vertex to each side of the mandibles, covered with raised granules. 
Body yellow green, a darker green dorsal stripe and a lateral series 
of oblique blue stripes, edged below with whitish, from 4th somite 
backwards. Horn long, straight, yellow green with black tuber¬ 
cles, the tip black and bifid. Legs pale lilac. Spiracles black. 
'I horacic somites with pronounced raised yellow granules, the rest 
of the body with less pronounce<l shagreening. Moulted 7-ix-44. 

4th instar—^V’^ery similar to preceding. Head with a black stripe 
behind the arms of the pale V. Body without the darker greei- 
dorsal stripe, the abdominal somites with dark bluish specks on 
the secondary segmental divisions dorsally. Thoracic somites with 
Ihe secondary divisions forming raised ridges and bearing raised 
yellow tubercles. The lateral stripes more pronounced. Legs 
black with whitish tubercles. Horn long, slightly upeurved at the 
end, green, shading into yellow apically, and bearing large tuber¬ 
cles. Moulted io-ix-44. 

Final instar—Yellow form—Similar to the green form (Sevasto¬ 
pulo, Journ. Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., xliv, 419. 1944) but the ground 

colour a slightly greenish yellow and the blue of the dorsal dots 
and above the lateral stripes replaced by mauve. Buried i6-ix-44. 

One larva was a distinctly bluer green in the 3rd and 4th instars 
and had the whitish edging of the oblique lateral stripes expanded 
into triangular patches. The final instar, however, was the usual 
yellow form. 

Described from larvae bred from ova found in Calcutta. 

Bell & Scott give the following description of the early instars:— 
*ist instar—Head and body pale yellow; horn black, long, straight, 
bifid. In the succeeding instars, head and body green, horn green; 
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pale yellow oblique stripes develop, and pointed tubcrdes which dis¬ 
appear in the fourth instar. A grey and a canary-yellow, as well 
as the green, form may appear in the third instar.’ 

Acherontia styx Westw., styx. 

Moore, Lep. CeyL, ii, 7, pi. 76, fig. ib. 1882-83, 

Hamps., Fauna Brit. Ind,, Moths, i, 67. 1892. 

Seitz, Seitz Indo-Austr. Bombyces, x, 527. 1928. 

Bell & Scott, Fauna Brit. Ind., Moths, v, 59, pi. viii, figs, i, 2. 

1937* 

Ovum—Pale yellow green, a very short ovoid in shape. Much 
smaller than that of A. lachesis F. Under a lens the chlorion very 
minutely pebbled. Laid singly on the upper or under surface of a 
leaf of the food-plant. Hatched 24-ix-44. 

1st instar—Head round, pale green. Body pale green, becoming 
darker after feeding. Horn straight, black, of medium length only, 
the tip bifid. Moulted 27-ix-44. 

2nd instar—Very similar. The head and body studded with 
white granules, those on the body placed along the secondary seg¬ 
mental divisions. Horn tuberculate. Later in the instar oblique 
white lateral stripes from the 4th somite backward appear. Moulted 
29-ix-44. 

3rd instar—^Very similar, the white lateral stripes more pro¬ 
minent and faintly edged above with blue. A darker green dorsal 
stripe. Horn green, the basal half purpfish above, studded with 
small tubercles, the tip bifid. Legs pale pink. Later in the instar 
the area below the lateral stripes becomes suffused with bluish white. 
Moulted i-x-44, 

4th instar—Very similar. The head with a pale stripe from 
vertex to outside the jaws. The upper blue edging of the lateral 
stripes almost meeting dorsally and the white continued on the 
somite behind as a yellow line. Moulted 3-X-44. 

Final instar—Head green with a black stripe along the cheek. 
Body with the thoracic somites yellow green, the 4th somite back¬ 
wards rather bluer green and with dark blue dots along the secondary 
segmental divisions dorsally, and with a diffuse yellow spot on the 
anterior edge of each somite. 4th to loth somites with a lateral 
series of oblique stripes, which continue almost to meet on the 
dorsum of the somite behind, these stripes cream shading into yellow 
in the dorsal portion and edged above with dark purplish blue, the 
stripe on the loth somite extending to the base of the horn. Horn 
yellow, tuberculate, rather short and straight, the tip slightly curved 
down and then up. Spiracles white with the central slit black. 
Legs black ringed with white. Buried 7-X-44. 

There are also yellow and brown forms but I have not bred them. 
Pupa in a subterranean cell, the walls secured by pressure and 
not by silk. Bright mahogany brown, the abdomind somi^s with 
a diffused dark dorsal line. Meta-thorax with a subdorsal triangular 
patch of very rugose, dark cuticfe. Cremaster black, triangular, 
rugose and ending in a bifid spine. Spiracles small and black. A 
male emerged 23-X-44. 
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Food-plant—My ova were found on Jasmine and the larvae fed 
up thereon. Bell & Scott give the following list;— Dolichos labhb, 
Eugenia jamholana, Coccinia, Jasminum spp., Nyctanihes, Solanutn 
spp., Datura, Bignonia megapotamica, Tecoma stans, Sesamum iadi- 
cum, Viiex negundo, Clerodendron spp., Citharexylum suhserratum. 
Coleus. Seitz gives Ligustrum lucidum in China. 

Described from larvae bred from ova found in Calcutta. 

The earlier descriptions are very brief. Hampson, for instance, 
gives "greeni with oblique lateral yellow streaks on somites 4—10’, 
and Moore is little better. Seitz also gives a very brief description 
and adds ‘the larva often found in wandering, betraying itself by 
cracking with its mandibles.’ 

Nephele didyma F. 

Moore, Lep. CeyL, ii, z, pi. 72, fig. ib. 1882-3. 

Hamps., Fauna Brit. Ind., Moths, i, 108. 1892. 

Bell & Scott, Fauna Brit, Ind,, Moths, v, 326, pi. iv, figs. 13, 
14- 1937- 

Ovum—Almost spherical. Bright emerald green. Laid singly 

on new leaves of the food-plant. Hatched 9-111-44. 

ist instar—Head yellow green. Body yellow green, becoming 
darker after feeding. The intersegmental areas yellow. A slight 
crimson suffusion dorsally just anterior to the horn. Horn black, 
erect, the tip minutely bifid. A few very short black hairs on the 
body. Moulted 11-iii-44. 

2nd instar—^Very similar, ground colour green speckled minutely 
with yellow. A faint white subdorsal line from 6th somite to base 
of horn, more evident towards the end of the instar. Red suffusion 
extended slightly further forward along the dorsum. Brown form— 
Head orange brown, ground colour of body dull olive brown, the 
markings as in the green form. Moulted 13-111-44. 

3rd instar—Very similar to preceding. Traces of a pale oblique 
stripe running from below the spiracle on the 4th and 5th somites 
to the subdorsal area of the somite behind, the posterior stripe more 
prominent and sometimes reticulated about midway w 4 th purple. A 
dark dorsal line. A pale median line from ist to 5th somite on the 
venter. Legs purplish. Spiracles black. Horn very dark reddish 
brown. Brown form—Similar to the green except that the ground 
colour is purplish brown and the pale markings are slightly tinged 
with pinkish. Moulted 15-111-44. 

4th instar—Very similar. The oblique stripe on the 5th-Bth 
somite white, that on the 4th-5th obsolescent. An indistinct white 
stripe from the subdorsal line on the loth somite to the ante¬ 
rior edge of the anal clasper. Brown form—Marked similarly but 
the lateral area below the subdorsal line very much darker than the 
dorsum, and the angle formed by the subdorsal line and the oblique 
stripe from the loth somite filled in with pale lavender. Moulted 
i7-iii-44. 

Final instar—^Green form—^Head green. Body green minutely 
speckled with yellow. A dark dorsal line. A yellowish while sub- 
dprsal line from the middle of the 6th somite to the base of the horn, 
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becoming voider and clearer as it approaches the horn. A laint 
pale oblique stripe running from the spiracle of the 4th aomite to* 
the subdorsal area of the 5th and terminating in a white A 

parallel stripe running from below the spiracle of the 5th somtle to 
the subdorsal area of the 6th, the portion below the subdorsal line 
wider and whiter, and veined with purple. A pale stripe joining 
the subdorsal line at the anterior margin of the loth somite and 
running to the origin of the anal proleg, the angle so formed 
suffused with w^hitish. Venter with a whitish median line. Spira* 
cles mauve ringed with buff. Legs lavender with a dark stripe 
along the anterior edge. Prolegs green, the feet lavender. Horn 
slightly downcurved, of medium length and ending in a small conical 
point, deep lavender and minutely tuberculate. Brown form— 
Marked similarly, but the ground colour a deep tobacco brown, 
sometimes tinged with olive, and the subdorsal line and oblique 
stripe to the anal clasper pinkish white, the angle formed between 
them suffused with pinkish. In some examples the oblique stripes 
are more prominent than in others. Resting position with the 
forepart of the body raised. Before pupation becomes slightly 
suffused with pink. Pupated 25-iii-44. 

Pupa in a slight cocoon amongst litter on the surface of the soil. 
Shape slender, the proboscis sheath extended forward and shaped 
like a duck’s bill. Head, proboscis sheath and wing cases paie 
pinkish brown, the latter with indistinct dark transverse bars. 
Thorax and abdomen purple brown, the former somewhat paler, a 
dark dorsal line from base of the proboscis sheath to the cremaster, 
and a pale subdorsal line on the abdomen. The area below the 
subdorsal line dark purple browm. Venter pinkish brown, a pale 
line separating the ventral and lateral areas, and with traces of a 
dark median line. Cremaster ending in two conical points, a central 
furrow on the ventral surface. A male emerged 8-iv-44. 

Food-plant —Carissa carandas L. 

Described from larvae bred from ova found in Calcutta. 

Hampson’s description is ‘green, with a paie stripe from 7th to 
iith somites’. Moore describes it as follows:—Larva. Young.— 
Olive-green, minutely dotted with olive-brown; from 4th segment 
a dorsal row’ of slender oblique violet-brown streaks, telow which 
is a longitudinal line extending to tip of horn; a reversely oblique 
violet-brown streak also on 7th to nth segment; spiracles black. 
Adult—^green, with an oblique pale-bordered stripe on 3rd to 5tb 
segment and a longitudinal line from 8th segment to base of horn; 
spiracles black. Pupa pale dull red; wing cases with a few dusky 
spots; abdominal segments minutely spotted, and a lateral darker 
streak; spiracles and caudal spine black.’ Bell Si Scott describe 
the first instar larva as honey-yellow. 

Theretra clotho Drury, clotho. 

Sevastopulo, Journ, Bomb. Nat. Hht. Soc.^ xlvi, 63. 1946. 

1st instar—Head greenish yellow. Body greenish yefioWf 
becoming greener after feeding. Horn black, long, thin and 
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straight, the tip bihd. Fore-part of body slightly tapered. Moulted 
-2Ji-x-44. 

2nd instar—Head yellow green. Body green with a subdorsal 
yellowish line. 4th feinite with a subdorsal ocellus consisting oi 
a black pupil in a white ring. Horn with an orange spot at base, 
tile rest black, long, thin and straight, the lip bitid. Moulted 
30-X-44. 

3rd instar—Ocellated green form—Similar to the unocellated. 
But 5th to loth somites each bearing a subdorsal ocellus consisting 
ol a white bar edged above and below with dark blue, tliese ocelli 
decreasing in size and becoming more rounded from Iront to rear. 
Moulted 2-xi-44. 

4th instar—Ocellated green form—Similar to the unocellated 
form except lor the extra ocelli, which are cream edged with dark 
blue, and otherwise similar to the preceding instar. Moulted 5-XI-44. 

Final instar—Ocellated green lorm—Similar to the unocellated, 
w^ith the exception ol the additional ocelli on the 5th to 10th somites, 
consisting ol a cream pupil ringed with dark blue, shape oval, 
becoming rounder and smaller from front to rear. 

Described from larvai found in Calcutta. 

Notodoniioae. 

Stauropus aiternus Wik. 

Moore, Lcp. Ce^L^ ii, 110, pi. 119, tig. lb. 1SS2-3* 

Humps., L'auna Brit, hid,. Moths, 1, 150. 1S92. 

Gardner, hid, Joum, Ent,, v, 97. 1944. 

Ovum—Round, flattened above and below, porcelain white, the 
iiiicropyle a dark dot* Laid in ones and twos on the lower surface 
of a leal of the lood-plant. 

1st instar—Head large, dark brown, shining. Body dark brown, 
shilling. 2nd and 3rd pairs oi legs very long and slender, and 
always in motion. 3rd to 9th somites each with a paired dorsal hump. 
Anal processes replaced by a pair of longish, down-curved processes. 
The anterior and posterior portions of tiic body held erect, A ver} 
good ant mimic both in appearance and behaviour. 

Half-grown larva—Head large, dark purple brown. Body daik 
brown, rather shiny. A yellow brown dorsal blotch on the 5th 
somite and a large white one on tlic 7th and Bth. xst pair of legs 
longer than in normal lepidopterous larvae and stout, 2nd and 3rd 
pairs very long and slender. 3rd to bth somites each with a 
pair of dorsal tubercles, those on the 4th and 5th largest, 4th to 
0th somites each with an additional small lateral tubercle. 9th 
somite expanded sublaterally into a leaf-like process. 10th somite 
backwards expanded sublaterally so that this portion of the body 
is roughly triangular and terminates in a pair ol down-curved pro¬ 
cesses, slightly expanded just before tlie apex, which replace the 
anal cluspers. The ventral surface of the hind part of the body 
very dark brown and shiny, the dorsal surface humped and marked 
with pale brown just anterior to the hump. The usual resting posi¬ 
tion is with the abdominal claspers only gripping the support, the 
anterior and posterior portions of the body held erect, with the legs 

2 
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folded back under the thorax. In this position it does not look like 
a lepidopterous larva at all, but rather like an irregularly curved, 
dead leaf. 

Penultimate instar—Shape similar to the earlier instars. Colour 
dull blackish, a white dorsal and subdorsal line from the sth to 9th 
somites, and a shiny black blotch just above the ist and and pairs 
of abdominal prolegs, with another, marked behind with white, 
above the 4th. 

Final instar—Very similar to the preceding, the ground colour 
sprinkled with minute white specks. The lateral blotch above the 
1st and 2nd abdominal prolegs still present, but not shiny and 
edged in front and below with while, that above the 4th absent. 

Pupa in a loose cocoon of pale brown silk spun among leaves. 
Mahogany colour, shiny. Apex of abdomen blunt, cremaster a 
minute bunch of spines bent at right angles about half way along. 

Food-plant— Ricinus communis L., Cassia fislula L. Gardner 
gives Cassia javanica^ C, glauca and C, fistula. 

Described from larvae bred from ova found in Calcutta, one 
of which spun 26-ii-44 and a male emerged 8-iii-44. 

Moore’s description is as follows:— ‘Larva purplish-black, 
naked; two dorsal conical protuberances on fifth to ninth segment, 
subanal segment tumid; two angular processes from anal segment; 
anal prolegs obsolete; head large; second and third pair of forelegs 
long; anal segments carried erect. Cocoon silky, ferruginous. 
Pupa purplish-black.* Hampson writes ‘Larva dark red-brown; a 
pale dorsal line; grey suhdorsal streaks on sth and 6th somites; 
paired dorsal prominences on 6th to Sth somites; the terminal 
somite swollen and carried over the back, with two angular pro¬ 
cesses from the extremity; the anal prolegs absent; 2nd and 3rd 
pairs of legs long.* 


LlMACODlDAE. 


Narosa doenia Moore. 

Hering, Seitz Indo-Austr, Bombyces^ x, 677. 1931. 

Head pale brown, retractile, ist somite green, retractile. Body 
bright apple green, a subdorsal yellow line, curved outwardly so 
that the ends are rather closer together. Venter transparent, the 
ventral area separated from the lateral by a cream stripe. Clothed 
with short bristly pubescence. The larva has the appearance of 
being covered with a glassy layer, below which small bright yellow- 
green specks can be detected at certain angles. Shape ovoid, con¬ 
vex, the segmental divisions not well marked. 

Cocoon almost spherical, of the usual hard Limacodid type, 
dark brown with an overlay of paler brown, this overlay absent at 
the points of contact with the support. Spun in the fold of a leaf 
of the food-plant. Empty pupa skin brownish yellow. 

Food-plant— Ricinus communis L. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta i8-xi-43, spun 
2i-xi-43 and a male emerged 22-iii-44. 
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The description in Seitz Is as follows:—‘The larva of the type 
of the lohor larva, but smaller and light green, lives on Erythrina, 
Cocoon globular.* 

NOCTUIDAE. 

Autoba {Eublemmd) olivacea Wlk. 

Gardner, Indian Forest Records^ vi, 273. 1941. 

Head brown. Body purple brown, ist somite with a black 
dorsal plate, divided by a white line down the centre and speckled 
with whitish. 2nd and 3rd somites with an elongate subdorsal 
and a double siiblateral raised greenish-white spot, another smaller 
spot at the base of the leg. 4th to nth somites with a double 
dorsal, a subdorsal, a double lateral and a sublateral raised greenish- 
white spot, the subdorsal spot placed posterior to the dorsal. 12th 
somite with a transverse series of four similar spots. Venter with 
traces of transverse series of similar, but smaller, spots, the spot 
on the ventro-lateral area and the one next to it larger. All these 
raised spots giving rise to single, medium length, whitish hairs. 
Anal somite speckled with greenish white. Legs black, ist and 
2nd pairs of prolegs obsolete. Lives in a spun together leaf or 
under a roof made of the felted hairs of the lood-plant. 

Pupa in cocoon spun in the fold of a leaf of the food-plant and 
mixed with felt thereof. Dark purple brown, slightly darker on 
the dorsum. The wing cases and thorax tinged with olive. Pro¬ 
thorax with a slight frontal keel. Cremaster broad and fiat, ending 
in a point on each side. 

F ood-plant—Brinj al. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta 4-X-44, spun 
13-X-44 and a female emerged 21-X-44. 

Geometridae. 

Pingasa (Pseudoterpna) rugimHa Guen. 

Prout, Seitss Indo-Austr, Geometridae, xii, 49. 1932. 

Head pale green with a pale stripe behind, very slightly bifid. 
Ground colour pale green, a dark dorsal line. The thoracic somites 
with a darker green lateral stripe. 4th to 9th somites with a dorsal 
series of dark green V-shaped marks edged indistinctly with whit¬ 
ish, the apices directed backwards. A subdorsal white line from the 
loth somite backwards. A sublateral yellowish white line. Venter 
slightly darker green, with a median white line and a series of 
V-shaped white marks with the apices directed forwards. Legs 
whitish, a stripe from the base of the third pair joining the sub¬ 
lateral stripe. Later in the instar the dorsal area of the ist to 
4th somites, a transverse band posteriorly on the sth to 9th, and 
Ae dorsal area of the loth and nth somites suffused with purplish. 
The venter with the white Vs and the contained area similarly 
suffused. This is not an immediate, prepupational change. 

Pupa in a spun together leaf. Ground colour pale pinkish buff 
minutely speckled with greenish black, the speckling rather thicker 
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along the dorsal^ subdorsa} and sublateral areas and forming in¬ 
distinct stripes. Wing cases heavily speckled along the 
costal and inner margin, and less heavily along the \eins. 
I'horacic spiracles placed in a deep pit in a black spot and with a 
transverse black band joining them. Head marked with black 
Irontally and with a greenish black stripe along the proboscis sheath. 
Cremaster a blunt triangle, hollowed out beneath and ending in a 
cluster of hooked bristles. 

Food-plant—Litchi (Nephelium litchi). 

Described from a lull fed larva found in Calcutta i9-iii-44, 
pupated 26-iii-44 and a female emerged 7-iv-44. 

Seitz gives no actual description, but mentions the following; — 
‘l^iepers has described the mimicry of the larva, which simulates 
a small snake, the head and legs being held a little separate to re¬ 
present the open mouth, a pale lateral stripe on the body widening 
anteriorly.’ 1 have not seen the original description but I feel that 
mimicry of a snake, however small, by an inch and a half long 
larva is somewhat fanciful. 


PVRAL1DA£. 

Myelois pectimcormlla Hamps. 

Head dark cliestnut. Body very pale pink. 1st somite with 
a narrow black dorsal plate divided down the centre. A subdorsal, 
lateral and sublateral series of minute black specks, each giving 
rise to a short colourless hair. 12th somite with a larger dorsal, 
semi-circular, black spot in addition to the otliers, which are larger 
than on the other somites. Anal flap and claspers black. Legs 
black. Abdominal prolegs very pale pink. Spiracles blackish. 

Pupa in a shuttle shaped cocoon of tough white silk, covered 
with frass and debris. Pale chestnut brown dorsally, below 
brownish yellow. Thorax with a serrate dorsal ridge, xst 
to 7th abdominal somites each with a double dorsal conical spine, 
both ridge and spines very dark brown. Cremaster two stout down- 
curved spines. Spiracles black. 

Food-plant —Pongamia glabra. Several larvae live in a pod, 

feeding on the ripe seeds, and the cocoon is spun therein. 

Described from a full fed larva found in Calcutta 23-1-45, spun 
24-i-45 and a female emerged 8-ii-4S. 


{To be continued) 



CAVE FAUNA 


BY 

E. A. Olennir 


This short note on cave fauna will he restricted to a consideration 
of those forms of animal life capable of living generation after 
generation in parts of caves remote from any entrance and in total 
darkness. These will be referred to as ‘troglophils*. In contrast 
with these we have those animals which live outside caves on the 
surface or below ground as far as the lowest penetration of roots 
of trees, or in the holes made by worms, foxes, etc. 

There is an intermediate fauna of very great interest. This is 
the fauna which uses the thresholds or antechambers of caves. 
Some of them go in to hibernate—flies, moths, reptiles, etc. ; others, 
such as swiftlets and bats, use the cave as a Habitation going out¬ 
side for their food. Associated with this last class is a great con¬ 
course of creatures living as parasites, or on the droppings or on 
the moulds growing thereon. These may be mites, myriapods, 
insects, molluscs, isopods, etc.; and then there are the animals that 
prey on them,—beetles and their larvae, spiders, etc. 

In one such cave in the Simla Hills which housed a large colony 
of bats, there was such a multitude of large snails that they could 
not be avoided. Every footstep crushed five or six of them. 

Some members of this threshold community are potential troglo- 
phils, but usually the effect of the occupation of part of a cave by 
large numbers of bats or swiftlets is to drive away all troglophils 
not ecologically adapted to this environment, to the unpolluted parts 
of the cave. Thus in Swiftlet Pot in the Chakrata Tahsil, U.P. 
the main part of the cave, where the swiftlets nest, contains no 
troglophils. These are found in this cave only in a very small 
deeper chamber difficult to reach. Here the true cave collembola 
and spiders are found in surroundings unaffected by the birds. 

The study of this threshold fauna is important. It can be 
pursued not only in natural limestone caves, but also in any large 
cavities in rocks, in artificial caves such as at Elephanta, in the 
entrances to ancient mines and in the deeper chambers and passages 
of old forts. Naturalists who have not got the opportunity or the 
inclination to penetrate deeply into extensive caves will find this 
study well worthwhile. 

2. Troglophils may derive from ancestors which entered the 
cave at different periods of its formation. Hence since deep caves 
are almost invariably due to the solution of limestone by water, a 
brief account of the origin of limestone caverns is required here. 

IJmestone raves are usually considered to have been formed by 
solution or erosion due to surface water trickling through Joints an<l 
fissures. If there is an actual stream running through the cave, 
or near bv, it is pointed out as the stream which made the cave. 
This is seldom the case. As J. Karlen Bretz says ‘Most caves are 
o^t of aditistment with the topography of their region, and there- 



sd8 JOURNAL, BOMBAY NATURAL HtST. SOCIETY, VoL 46 

fore are older than the present cycle of erosion.* This is em- 
phattcaliy the case with all caves in India seen by the writer^ 

According to the modern theory of cave formation there are 
three stages in their development. These are: 

First or Phreatic Stage. 

This is due to solution by water under pressure, that is, below 
the local water table. Often it will have commenced beneath a 
peneplain towards the close of a previous cycle of erosion. Some 
clay-filling may occur at this stage. 

Population of the water-filled solution cavities is only possible 
for minute animals since these must filter through the very narrow 
cracks in the overlying rocks or soil. 

Many minute crustaceans are less than a millimetre in greatest 
dimension and their entry will usually be quite possible. At the 
same time minute fragments of vegetable or animal matter will 
percolate through and provide food. In this connection it is 
interesting to enquire whether the water table below the Indo- 
Gangetic alluvium contains a subterranean population. If this is 
so, it may be brought to the surface in areas of tube well develop¬ 
ment. Only careful examination over a long period would disclose 
the existence of these tiny transparent animals. 

Second stage: Removal of Phreatic Water, 

Following uplift of the land introducing the present cycle of 
erosion, the phreatic system of cavities begins to drain out, at first 
in the upper parts only; later as uplift or external erosion proceeds, 
perhaps the whole will be drained. 

In the parts of the system now drained, isolated pools containing 
Stage I fauna may remain. In the air-filled cavities stalactites and 
stalagmites and other calcite deposits will begin to form. 

These cavities now offer a home for land troglophils. So long 
as there is no obvious opening, their colonization will depend on 
the extent to which narrow joints in the rock contain a subterranean 
population. Dr. Racovitza of the Speleological Institute, Cluj, has 
suggested that the innumerable narrow joint cracks in limestone 
hold a teaming population, and that the population of the larger 
cavities is only a small fraction of the whole.* This is difficult to 
prove or refute. There are great numbers of large subterranean 
cavities isolated from the surface. These may be detected by 
geophysical methods or penetrated by chance by mine-shafts. If 
on first penetration of such a cavity, immediate examination for 
fauna (and flora i.e. fungi) could be made, the results whether 
negative or positive would be useful. 

It is a fact that certain cave beetles show a marked development 
of sensory hairs on their elytra which seem designed to protect them 
from becoming jammed during wanderings in narrow cracks, and 
others, e.g. opilionids, even in the remotest parts of caves are only 
to be found under stones or in crevices. 


^ Biospeologita II, 1907 p. 386, by E. G. Racovitza (archives de zoologie 
p^rlmentale, Pariji Ubraviie JI. Sovdler), 
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The early stages of some cave beetles have never been found in 
spite of intense search, though the adults are common. The 
assumption is that this part of their lives is spent in crevices. 

The absence of local races or subspecies in separate caves in the 
same area would be an argument in favour of migration along 
joint cracks. 

It must be remembered too that, to a creature whose height is 
less than a millimetre, a fissure two or three millimetres wide is a 
roomy passage. Hence without any obvious surface openings a 
subterranean cavity may become populated by land troglophils 
during the Second Stage. 

Third or Vadose Stage, 

In this stage the water in the cavities is not confined under 
pressure but has a free surface. 

As soon as the joints or fissures are sufficiently open to admit 
rain water freely to the air-filled cavities below, the third stage com¬ 
mences. If at any time a surface stream, eroding its banks or 
deepening its bed discovers a cave and pours into it, this stage 
proceeds at an accelerated pace. 

The rainwater or the stream carrying debris and silt commen¬ 
ces secondary erosion and solution, or clears' away to lower parts 
the clay-fill of the first stage where this existed. 

The intruding streams are misfits in the caves and alter them 

Surface streams and flood water will wash in water- and land- 
animals ; most of these will be unsuited to cave life but will provide 
food for the troglophils. Others will add to the cave population. 

Some parts of the caves may be untouched by vadose streams; 
other parts may be affected for a time and then be cut off by the 
deeper erosion of the main stream channels. Finally the surface 
drainage may cut down so far below the cave that there is no 
further flooding in of water-forms, but the way is clear for the 
entry of land animals. 

This brief description of the origin of limestone caves is very 
incomplete. 'I'hose who wish to read more about it should refer 
to the works of Professors William Morris Davis* and J. Harlen 
Bretz.^ 

3. I have tried to give a picture of the continuous invasion of 
caves from the first stage of their formation to the present time. 
The earlier stages may have occurred at a remote period long 
before the emergence of Man, and at that time the cave may have 
been in very different surroundings and climate. 

So little collection has been done in Indian caves that there is 
little evidence, so far, to show to what extent animals from the 
earlier stages may have lingered on in caves after vanishing from 
the surface. 


* Origin of limestone caverns by W. M. Davis Bulletin of the Geological 
Society of America, Vol. XLI {1930), pp. 475-628. 

• Vadose and phreatic features of limestone caverns by J. Harlen pretx 
The Journal of Geology (University of Chicago Press) Vol. !>, No. 6, Part 11 
(19^2), pp. 675-811, 
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Troglophils are usually representatives of groups not much 
studied, and the discovery of a new genus or species in a cave does 
not necessarily mean that it is not to be found on the surface. 

Thus, for instance, the recent discovery of a palpigrade 
(Arachnida) in an Indian cave has no special significance, although 
it is believed that this is the first find of this family in India. It 
has a world-wide distribution and may well have surface forms in 
India which have not yet been recorded. 

The large cave Campodea which the writer found in two widely 
separated caves in the Simla Hills is probably a survival in caves 
from a time when Campodea of this size were widely distributed 
as surface forms. This striking creature is much larger tnan the Cam- 
podea of the Mamouth Caves of America, which are themselves 
larger than any known surface forms. 

A Collemhola found in certain caves in the Dehra Dun District, 
U.P., is described by Dr. R. S. Bagnall as an Onychiurus of excep¬ 
tional interest since it combines the features of two distinct groups. 
So this also seems to be a sort of living fossil. 

4. If the long survival in caves of certain troglophils is 
established, the question arises—^To what extent are the present 
survivors similar to their surface representatives at the time of their 
first migration into caves? or in other words—What changes have 
occurred during their sojourn in caves? 

Before attempting to answer these questions, if is first necessary 
to enquire what sorts of creatures are capable of colonising the 
deeper parts of caves, i.e. What are the potential troglophils? 

These are: 


I. Land Animals. 


A. Non-predators 

Those dependent on green vegetation, or dependent on specific 
food not obtainable in caves are excluded. The food of non- 
predatory troglophils is decaying vegetable or animal debris, moulds 
and other fungi. 

Large animals cannot survive for want of food sufficient to 
support them for long. 

Hence non-predatory troglophils are derived mainly from those 
small creatures living on the surface in humid micro-caverns i.e. 
in fox holes, underground ant nests, etc., in cracks of rocks or under 
stones, under bark, under dead wood or leaves, or deep in wet moss, 
etc. 

The importance of humidity must be stressed. Troglophils are 
characterised by an intolerance of a dry atmosphere. 

Migration into caves is not deliberate but is the result of response 
to an urge to seek any dark damp place and in some cases narrow 
and confined places. 

The chief non-predatory troglophils are: 

(i) Primitive wingless insects of the order Apierogoia- 
Collemhola (Spring-tails). 

(ii) Certain families of Diptera e.g. Mycetophyllidae. 

(ill) Arachmda —Mites. 
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(iv) Myriapoda—Diplopoda (millipedes), 

(v) Worms, 

(vi) Molluscs (snails). 

Collemholn usually form the chief non-predatory part of a cave 
community, and provide sustenance for many of the predators. 

B. Predators 

These are in g^eneral those which, on the surface, live in the 
same situation as the non-predators which are potenlial trog-lophils, 
as in A above, in order to prey on them. 

Also the larger true spiders and others which beg^in as threshold 
colonists and spread into the deeper parts. 

Thus we have: 

(t) Beetles. 

Staphyllnidae, 

Cryptophaf^idaf*. 

Pselaphidne. 

Certain groups of Carahtdne, etc. 

(2) Onhoptera. 

Crickets. 

(3) Apterogota. 

Campodea. 

(4) Arachnida. 

True spiders. 

Opilionids. 

Mites. 

II. Water Animals. 

As in the case of land animals, those water animals which arc 
preadapted to some extent to cave life are potential troglophils. 
These will be those which are nocturnal in habit, or which live in 
holes, under stones or in m-ud. 

Water troglophils have a tendency to shun the light. Unlike 
many land troglophils which, if the humidity is sufficient, may stray 
outside, fully adapted water-troglophils find light an effective barrier, 
and will remain in the dark parts of the cave, even though there 
is a free and easy passage out into the light. 

Water animals may be: 

1. Fish. 

2. Crustaceans. 

3. Worms. 

The only cave in India containing permanent water which I have 
entered was in the Kaimur Hills of Bihar. There I found a colony 
of catfish in an isolated pool beyond the reach of any possible flood 
water about 200 yards from the entrance of the cave. 

5. It is evident from the preceding section that most potential 
troglophils are already adapted wholly or in part to cave life. 

There is a marked uniformity of environment in a cave; in con¬ 
sequence accelerated evolution due to climatic vicissitudes, etc. is 
absent. The population, however, may be small and isolated, and 
In such a case chance variations even though not adaptive may be 
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fixed. In this way different sub-species or closely related species 
may come into existence after a relatively short time. If the 
changes are adaptive, selection will assist the evolution, 

6, Adaptations are those changes advantageous to life in caves. 

A ^living* cave is one where stalactites and stalagmites are in 
active formation. Every stalactite has a drop of water hanging on 
its end, occasionally falling and quickly replaced by a new drop. 
A film of water covers walls and floor forming occasional pools. 
The percentage humidity is over 90. The air is clean and fresh, 
but without noticeable draughts, and the temperature does not vary 
more than a degree centigrade throughout the year. 

A cave in this condition is ideal for troglophils. 

Though the air is apparently still it circulates freely and remains 
good. In places even a mile or more from the entrance there may 
be a strong draught, sufficient to blow out a candle, but troglophils 
avoid such places because of the increased evaporation and seek 
out the parts where the conditions are more equable. They also 
tend to avoid the main streamways. 

The special conditions are: 

i. complete darkness. 

ii. uniform temperature. 

iii. uniformly high humidity. 

Proved adaptations are increase in size of sensory organs, e.g., 

i. Increase in length of special setae. 

ii. ,, ,, ,, ,, antennae, palps, etc. 

iii. ,, ,, ,, ,, legs where they are used for 

tactile purposes. 

Other changes are: 

i. loss of colour and pattern. 

ii. degeneration, reduction or elimination of eyes, 

iii. marked intolerance of reduced humidity. 

These are usually considered to be adaptations, but their only 
advantage is in economy of metabolism. This may be important 
where food is scanty. Evidence in favour of this provided by those 
creatures which live on the droppings in bat-infested caves. Here 
darkness may be complete, but the food is unlimited. Change of 
colour, degeneration of eyes, etc., does not take place’. 

The loss of colour may be very marked. The legs of some 
spiders are as transparent as glass and so are the long cerci of the 
large cave Campodea. 

Fish speedily become white when introduced into a cave but 
quickly regain colour when returned to the open. 

If the functionless eyes of some cave spiders are the result of 
disuse, this is an acquired characteristic and should not be heritable. 
Possibly the newly hatched spiders do have eyes which can be used, 
and would continue to use them if brought up in the light under 
suitable conditions. This would be an interesting line of enquiry. 

The reduction or complete elimination of eyes, however, is a 


* Encyclopedia entomologique, VII, Faune cavernkofe <le la Frante, 1926, 
p. 63 by Dr. R. Jeannel. 
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fundamental change. Here we may have the result of the per¬ 
petuation in an isolated community of a chance variation which 
would be disadvantageous on the surface^ but in a cave may be an 
advantage because economical, and so it would be favoured by 
selection. 

7. A cave is a natural laboratory where some of the variable 
factors in the outer world are under control. 

Some creatures live on in them though they are no longer to be 
found outside. Indeed it seems to be a significant fact that at the 
limits of the region of dispersion of a group of animals the living 
forms are often only to be found in caves. 

Careful collection and recording will in course of time shed much 
light on the course of evolution and on the places of origin of 
genera and their channels of distribution. 

Ancient artificial caves, whether r(x:k dwellings, temples or 
ancient mines, if of sufficient extent and humidity, and of known 
date may provide information of great value if their troglophil 
population is statistically examined in comparison with the same 
forms on the surface in the U>cality. 


THE ORNITHOLOGICAL DIARY OF A VOYAGE 
OF S. S. SAMLVZON 

ST. JOHN N.B. TO KARACHI, INDIA 

4 1945 to 7 July, 1945 

BY 

Major \V, \V. A, Phillips, f.l.s., m.b.o.u. 

Introduction 

The observations contained in the following diary were made 
during a voyage of approximately five weeks duration, across the 
North Atlantic from St. John n.b. to Cape St. Vincent, then through 
the Mediterranean and Red Seas and up that part of the Indian 
Ocean known as the Arabian Sea from Aden to Karachi. 

With the exception that we could not change her course, the 
Samluzon our ship, was practically our own. By the kindness 
of her Master, Captain Howe, and his Officers, we were permitted 
to go where we wished, at any time of the day or night, consequently 
we were able to spend many interesting hours on the bridge, in the 
bows or gazing over the stern, watching the many oceanic birds 
that crossiki our path or crowded into our wake. 

Conditions for the observance of bird-life were as good as they 
Cpujd be frorp ship-board, but even so, it must be remepibered 
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when reading the following pages, that an element of uncertainty 
must always be present in Identifications made by sight alone. 
There was no possibility of securing specimens to confirm identifi¬ 
cations and, in sc/me cases, especially with the petrels and to a 
lesser extent with the shearwaters, accurate identification ‘in the 
field* or in this case ‘in the ocean’ is by no means easy. With the 
aid of a pair of 7x 50 U. S. Navy MKI binoculars, or (when they 
were not available) a smaller pair of 6 x 24 Zeiss Sports field glasses, 
and with the assistance of the reference books listed at the end of 
this paper (some of which were available during the voyage), I have 
endeavoured to be as accurate as the circumstances permitted. 

S. S. Samluzon is a Liberty ship of some 10,000 tons burthen. 
Her speed was normally a steady average to knots an hour, except 
while plunging into heavy, head-on seas, when, owing to being 
deeply laden, often several knots an hour were lost. 

All times recorded are Sun times, according to the approximate 
position of the ship—that is to say, they are the ‘apparent’ time of 
the ship. Clocks were advanced at 17.00 hours, each evening, while 
we were steaming eastwards. The ship’s position was fixed at 
mid-day each day, in accordance with the usual maritime procedure. 

Owing to the voyage having taken place during the months of 
June and July when the vast majority of Northern Hemisphere birds 
are normally engaged in breeding and so are closely restricted, in 
range, to the vicinity of their nesting grounds, comparatively few 
land-birds were encountered and many species of sea-birds, so 
commonly to be seen during voyages at other seasons of the year, 
were conspicuous by their absence. No migrations were in progress, 
so only a few wandering land-birds were crossing the seas and, as 
the majority of gulls were in their Northern home waters, such 
harbours as Port .Said and Siie7, where during the winter months 
large numbers of Black-headed and other species congregate and 
do such useful work in scavenging the ship’s refuse, were compa¬ 
ratively empty of bird-life, except for a few immature or non¬ 
breeding birds and those resident species that presumably breed 
somewhere in the vicinity. 

These factors account for fewer birds having been observed, 
(luring this voyage, than would normally have been the case on a 
long sea voyage during anv other season of the year. On the other 
hand, such observations that T was able to make have, I consider, 
a special value in that they were made at this particular time of the 
vear when migration is in abeyance and most birds are normally 
restricted to their nesting areas. Except for a few vagrant land- 
birds (all of which would be either immature or non-breeding birds) 
and some of the oceanic forms, such as Wilson’s Petrel 
(Ocennites oceanicvs), which are reputed to breed in the Southern 
Hemisphere during the Northern Winter period, the great majoritv 
of the birds observed were, I think we are safe in presuming, within 
easy range of their breeding haunts. This factor adds greatly to 
the interest of this diarv and presents a reasonable theory for the 
noticeable restriction of certain species observed, to certain very 
definite and comparatively small areas, in which they were present 
jp large numbers while being totally absent from neighbouring arens- 
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June 4, Monday, Saint John Harbour, N.B. Lat. 45" 14 N. Long. bb‘'jo W. 

Sailed at 18*30 hours. Wind cold, moderate ironi J'J. L.; snow reported 

on Uie hills, about 20 miles north, a lew mornings previously. 

Steaming down the harbour, past Pariridgc Island, the ship was ac¬ 

companied by many Herring Gulls, presumably oi the American race (Larus 
a^entatus smUhsomanui). Un the wmg, these gulls are very similar to the 
Luropean race. The great majority ol them were in full pluqiagc, but here 
and there w'as an immature individual. No other* species of gull was observed. 
The Herring Gulls were very numerous and acted as harbour scavengers, in 
the manner usual to gulls ot the present day. 

Except lor the introduced European House Spanows (Vaster domestUui) 
and the semi-wild domestic pigeons, which were feeding on the quays and 

docks, the only birds seen in the harbour area were the Double-cresicd 

Cormorant (Fhalacrocorax aurttm auritus)^ and a single Black Oow {^Lorvus 
brachyrhynchus) which flew overhead, making towards the Northwest. 

The Double-crested Cormorants were very numerous. In the morning 
and evening, fishing singly, they were to be seen on the harbour waters; 
later, flying in small flocks close above the water and again high over our 
mast tops. At low-water they congregated in groups, on the locks and 
reefs exposed by the tide, generally sharing their retreats with many Herring 
Gulls. 

June 5, Tue:tduy, N. Atlantic Lat. 43*06 N. Long. 66*12 W, 

Sea moderate; breeze light, from N.E.; weather clear. 

A few Herring Gulls followed the ship most of the day or were seen flying, 
lazily, some distance away. No otlier birds were observed. 

June 0, liedne^day. N, Atlamic. Lat. 42 01 Long 0i"42 VV, 

Wind from N.L., strong to variable; sea rough with a heavy swell. 

Ai 10.00 hours entered iJie waters of the Gulf Mreani. 

Many petrels appeared, mostly flying dose above the buu, in no set direc¬ 
tion; others followed our ship, flying more or less in the lee of our stern or 
to and fro across our wake; sometimes there were 20 or 30 wiieciing around. 
All those that could be seen distinctly, appeared to be Wilson's Petrels 

{OteanifeA oteantiui*) and Leach's PelreL (Oceanodroffia Iciicorliou teucor^ 
iwa)t Wilson’b being much tlie more numerous. It is not easy to distinguish 
the various species ui petrels in flight; Wibon’s appeals sliginly sinailer 
and darker than Leach’s and ilie feet project well beyond the tip ol the 

tail i they fly close over the water wheeling, twenty leet or iziorc into tlic 
air. Several shearwaters, a liule distance away Iroin the slnp, weic wheel¬ 

ing clo.se over the waves, in a similar manner lu the peireU, but sometimes 
one would rise fifty feet or mote into the air, and tlien sweep back to wave 
level. One, nearer than usual and seen clearly, had u black cap to the 

head with a light neck. Could it have been the rare Black-capped Petiei 
{Pterodroma hasitata)? 

Several ol the large sheaiwaters appealed to be the Gieater Slieaiwater 
{Puffinus gravis) and one or two smaller and darker biids the Sooty Sheai- 
water {Pujfmus gmewAj, but vidbilily was nut good and it was dilUcult to 
identify them. Our Captain calls peiicJs ‘icebirds’ and slates that they 
are generally more numerous near icebergs and ice-iiclds. Many petrels 
were finding food in our wake, in the water chuined up by the screw. 

June 7, Thursday. N. Atlantic. Lat. 42*02 N. Long. 56*00 W. 

In Gulf Stream. Wind moderate from S.W.; sea calmer but swell still 

heavy* 

A few petrels and shearwaters seen during the day, but not nearly so 
plentiful as yesterday. Most petrels were dark sooty black with square tails 
and projecting feet—presumably Wilson’s. Shearwaters wcie mostly too far 
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jiway for certain iclenlificatioii but they were all large and were^ I tlitnk» the 
Greater Shearwater (Puffinus gravis), 

June 8, Friday* N. Atlantic. Lat. 41*41 N. Long. 50*33 W* 

In Gulf Stream. S. W. wind dropped; aea calmer but attU a heavy 
swell. 

Morning. Passed several petrels and shearwaters; the petrels all appear¬ 
ed to be Wilson’s and the shearwaters to be Greater Shearwaters (Pu^nm 
gravis), 

15*00 Hours. —Four Greater Shearwaters ^Puffinus grdvis)^ together and 
one, decidedly greyer, near the bow.s of the ship. The latter undoubtedly 
a North Atlantic Greater Shearwater (Puffinus kuhlii borealis). It was lighter 
and greyer than Puffinus gravis and possibly rather larger. 

15.10 Hours, — 1 saw a bird, about a hundred yards from the starboard 
bow, which 1 was unable to identify; head, neck and underparts were 
white and the back was mottled blackish and white; the tail appeared to 

be short; the flight was rather quick; it looked somewhat like a Tropic 
Bird, many of which 1 have seen in the Indian Ocean. Many petrels 
passed at some distance. 

June 9, Saturday* N. Atlantic. Lat. 41*34 N. Long. 41*5 W. 

In Gulf Stream. Wind W. to N.V\\; sea almost calm but slight swell 

continues; sunny in morning, with light cloud later. 

Ail day, we saw only three shearwaters, all t(Mj far away for accurate 

determination; they were large and dark and were, most probably, the 
Greater Shearwater (Puffinus gravis). 

June 10, Sunday. N. Atlantic. Lat. 41*59 N. Long. 39*30 W. 

In Gulf Stream. Wind W. to N.W.; sea almost calm but slight Swell 

continues. 

9.15 Hours. Five, later increased to eight or nine, shearwaters were 
flying round our bows, in open order; they were dark brown above, rather 
dingy white beneath; they were all, I think, the Greater Shearwater (Puffinus 
gravis). Later, two others appeared on tlie port side; they appeared similar 
in size but were definitely greyer on the upper parts. These, 1 take to be, 
the North Atlantic Great Shearwater (Puffinus kuhlii borealis), 

11.00 Hours. Another eight or nine shearwaters have appeared flying 
in pairs, in a loose flock, crossing and recrossing close to our bows; they 
are large and brown and are .undoubtedly Puffinus gravis; possibly 
birds we saw about 9.15 hours today. 

Three petrels have followed our wake this morning; at 15.00 hours one 
is still with us. These petrels fly close over the water, back and forth 
across our wake; they evidently ^d food in the chumed*up water. They 
all appear to be Wilson’s Petrel (Oceanites oceanicus) with unforked, 

square tails and projecting feet. 

16.00 Hours. Only one petrel was following the ship bu* at 18.00 lK>urs 
there were eleven or twelve; they all appeared to be Wilson*s Petrels. No 
shearwaters seen after mid-day. 

June II, Monday. N. Atlantic, Lat. 40*29 N. Long. 34*00 W. 

Wind E.; light; sHght swell. 

8.30 Hours. Two petrels flying in our wake; several others passed dur¬ 

ing the morning; they were all Wilson’s. A flock of rtine or ten shear¬ 
waters were flying round our bows at 09.45 hours; they all appeared to 

be Puffinus kuhlii borealis. Several shoals of dolphins were passed during 
the morning. 

10.15 Hours. A small shearwater appeared on the port side. It was 

blackish above and white below, like the Manx Shearwater (Puffinus 

puffinus), great numbers of which I saw in the Irish Sea in March last. 

This shearwater, I take to be the Madeiran Little Shearwater (Puffinus 

assimlis baroli) as the Manx would not be so far south at this time of the 
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ytOAV* No petrels seen after mid-day. Probably most of them have re¬ 
mained In the warmer waters of the Gulf Stream; we have now almost 
passed out of the southern edge of this current. 

Afternoon ,—A fe,w shearwaters flew in large circles around the ship. 
They seem to ^ enjoy flying back and forth close over our bow^ down one 
side ci the ship, across our wake and up the other side, generally keeping 
at some distance from the ship and wheeling around, first one way and then 
tile other, as they circle. They are, 1 think, all North Atlantic Great Shear¬ 
waters (Puffinus kuhlH borealis), with rather mottled, whitish underparts. 
They did not appear to pick up any footl. Note .—I have seen hundreds of 
sliearwaters, of many species, at sea but 1 have yet to see one feeding by 
day. 


June 12, Tuesday. N. Atlantic. Lat. 39“56 N. Long 28'’44 W. 

Approx ; 25 miles N. of Corvo Island, A/ores. • 

Wind moderate from N.K.; swell continues; line but cloudy. 

7.15 Hours. Heard shrill cries of terns and, on going out, found two 
Arctic Terns (Sterna paradisaea) flying close above and hovering over our 
ship, screaming loudly; one settled, for a few seconds, on the top of the 
flag-pole in our bows. After half an hour they flew olf in a northerly 
direction, flying rapidly close above the waves; presumably they were on 
migration. 

Pour or five petrels (Wilson’s as far as could be seen) were following in 
our wake. Four, possibly tw'o pairs, flew off towards the N.E. at about 
o<). 15 hours. Many shearwaters are circling the ship; several passed close 
under uur stern, making identificaiion almost certain; all were Puffinus kuhlii 
borealis. 

10.00 Hours. A single petrel following our wake; soon after, another, 
then another, arrived, until four were sailing back and forth across our wash, 
occasionally settling to pick up minute particles of food. One, slightly larger 
and browner than the others, was Leach’s (Oceanodroma leucorhoa leucor* 
hoa), 1 think; the other three were Wilson’s. All petrels seen so far (a very 

great number) appear to belong to these two species (Oceanodroma leucorhoa 

leucorhoa and Oceanites oceanicus, the great majority being Wilson’s recog¬ 

nisable by their squarish tails and long legs. It is, however, exceedingly 
difficult to distinguish these very similarly marked petrels when they are flying 
to and fro at a little distance from the ship. Some of those seen in our wake, 
during the last few days, may, very possibly, have been the Madeiran Fork¬ 
tailed Petrel (Oceanodroma castro). 

Afternoon, —^About 50 miles from the Azores; N.E. wind freshening; sun 
shining. 

Very few birds; no petrels, but several shearwaters (Puffinus kuhlii 

borealis) sweeping over the waves, the sun glistening on their whitish under¬ 
parts as they wheel and turn. 

18.00 Hours, While watching Great Shearwaters (Puffinus kuhlii borealis), 
I saw a smallish dark-coloured bird, which 1 am unable to identify with 
certainly; size and flight were very similar to the Manx Shearwater (Puffinus 
puffinus) but, in the evening light, the bit;d looked unicoloured, dark blackish 
ji’own both on the underparts as well as on the upper. No white could be 
seen; wings were pointed and shaped like a shearwater; build was rather 
light; obviously it was a shearwater or closely allied species; possibly it was 
the rare Bulwer’s Petrel (Bulweria bulwerii) the description of which seems 
to flt it. Wind now freshening to gale-force; waves are white-capped and 
are coming inboard over our bows. No petrels in sight but a number of 
Larger Shearwaters (Puffinus kuhlii borealis) are sweeping low over the waves. 

June 13, Wedrtesday, N. Atlantic. Lat. 39*27 N. Long. 24*09 W, 

Strong wind from N.; sea rough; swell moderate; flne and sunny. 

No petrels; all appear to have remained in the warmer waters of Gulf 
Stream, where food is probably more- plentiful. With the exception of an 
occasional Great Shearwater (Puffinus kuhlii borealis) no birds were seen all 
day. 
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June 14, 'Ihurbday, AUmUic. LaU N, Lung, jo'ji W. 

Suoug wind Irom ii.N.L.; sea rough with heavy bWcU j cloudy hui line. 

No birdi» uiilil 09.10 hours when a Turtle Dove {Str^ptopeUa tmrtur) Hew 
lound the ship and atteinpied to settle but the strong wind prevented it ironi 

doing so. The nearest land, the Azores, is about 215 miles to the S. W., in 

wiiicn diiectioii the dove eventually disappeared, fJyiiig low over the waves 
and much bulietted by the wind, ilie Portuguese coas't is now about 530 miles 

N.h. ; the wind is strong horn E.N.Jh. so the dove may have been blown 

from ihere« 

Later, a single Large Shearwater {l*ufpnus kuhtii boreahb) crossed our bows 
and the 3rd Otticer reported seeing three petrels, in the irougti ol a wave, 
about mid>day. 

18.15 liouTB. Another solitary shearwater {l:*ufjinui kuhlii borcaUb) passed, 
flying in a S.W. direction. 


June 15, briday. N. Ailaniie. Lat. 38'00 N. Long. 17'^ 18 V\. 

N.N.L. wind, which 1 cached gale force during the night, is now moderat¬ 
ing ; heavy swell; cloudy but fine and clear. Speed reduced to about 7 knots. 

\o bird:> seen all day. Chiel Oflicer lepoiied having seen a single sheui- 
water about 17.00 hours. 

June lO, Saturday. N. Atlantic. Lat. 37‘^28 N. Long. 13“ 17 W. 

N.N.E, wind moderating; sea and swell considerably less. 

No birds seen during the early morning. 

oy.55 Hours. A single shearwater, in the distance, wheeling over the 
waves, its whitish underparts glistening m the sun. No more birds until 
18.15 flours when a solitary shearwater {^Pujjinus kuhlti borealis) flew round 
our bows for several minutes and then disappeared soutii. 

18.30 Hours. Passed two shearwaters {i'uffinUs kuhlu borealts) and later, 
several more appeared; one had a flight feather missing; possibly it was in 
moult. 

One small, dark brown and white shearwater, too indislinci for certain 
determination, was probably a Western Mediterranean Shcarw.ater 
puffinus maurilanicus) as it did not appear dark enough for the typical form, 
file decrease in oceanic bird-life since leaving the Gull Stream is very notable. 

June 17, Sunday. N. Atlantic, Lat, 30^40 N. Long, b^io W. 

Calm sea; no swell; light breeze E.N.E. to L.S.K. 

About 07.00 Hours, approximately 12 miles N.W. of Cape St. Vincent, 
sighted an immature Gannei {Sula bassana) in brown plumage gliding and 
flapping towards us. A few minutes later a Turtle Dove {Streptopeliu turluf) 
flew close to the ship and continued N.E. towards the laitd; it was flying 
strongly. 

About 07.15 Hours. A flock of nine small terns passed, flying close over 
the sea; they were loo far away lor determination ol the species. 

Pour Wilson*s petrels (Occamtea oceanicus) are now accompanying us, flying 
to and fro across our wake; they left us as we approached close to land. 

Between 07.50 and 08.30 Hours. Drawing close to .Cape i>t. Vincent, 
Gannets {Sula bassana) appeared in small numbers, flying in dtlf€>’<^nt directions 
or swimming on the calm sea; in some ui them the lore parts (Including neck, 
liead and chest) were white, but in the majority tlie plumage was chiefly chocolate 
brown. Many Herring Gulls are also flying round, sitting on the ledges of Che 
cliff or swimming in the water; one or two have followed our wake for some 
distance; they are the Mediterranean Yellow-Legged Herring Gull (ItOfM* 
argentatus cachinnans). All are fully adult and are, most probably, nestii^ 
on the ledges of the Cape; no nests can be distinguished, with certainty, but 
several Herrhig Gulls ^e settled on the ledges and appear to be on their nests. 
At a little distance, we saw several small flocks (six or seven) and a number 
of pairs of a small shearwater ; they were all flying, close over water, in the 
opposite direction to the ship’s course—i.c, towards the Cape; they did not 
wheel about looking for food but flew as with a definite purpose; possibly 
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they were returning to their nesting burrows; they are considerably smaller 
than Ruffinus huhUi borealis and are dark brown above with whitish under¬ 
parts; most probably they are the Western Mediterranean Shearwater (Puffinus 
puffinus mauretanicus). 

An hour after passing the Cape (09.00 Houn) we contmenced to flush a 
few large flying-fish, from under our bows; all birds have disappeared. 

10.00 Hours, Five large shearwaters appeared 500 yards off and accom¬ 
panied the ship for a few minutes; they then settled on the calm sea-surface in 
a close flock; they appeared to be Mediterranean race of the Great Shearwater 
{Puffinus kuhlii kuhlii). One petrel (Wilson’s) flew round the ship. 

10.15 Hours. Another Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turtur) flew close over the 
ship and continued northward towards a schooner in the near distance. A few 
minutes later two more Turtle Doves appeared, flew close over the ship and 
made off northwards, in the same direction as the first. Land is now approx¬ 
imately 20 miles away to the North. The African (Moroccan) Coast is about 
40 miles to the south; apparently the Turtle Doves are passing from Africa 
to Spain; but why should they do so at this time of year? 

10.20 Hours. A flock of eight or nine petrels are flying and feeding close 
over the water in the wake of a ship that passed about half an hour ago. All 
are Wilson’s {Oceanites oceanic us) \ eight Herring Gulls {Larus argentatus 
cachinnans) following the wake of a Portuguese motor ship, half a mile to thb 
north; later all flew away N. Two gimneis (immature* brown plumage) truss¬ 
ed our bows, flying low o\er the water and disappeared southwards, at xo.30 
hours. Another, in almost adult plumage, passed soon afterwards. 

11.00 Hours. Six petre'ls in uur wake, tWjser than usual; all have the 
squarish tail and long logs—characteristics of Wilson’s Petrel. I did not 
know that Oceanites oceatticus is so plentiful in these waters and in the N. 
Atlantic; 1 liavc seen hundreds this voyage. 

11.20 Hours. Two large brow’n shearwaters crossed close to our bows— 
undoubted!) the Mediterranean latt (Puffinus kuhlii kuhlti); several petrels are 
also with us. 

13.15 Hours. A gannet (immature brown plumagf) flew in tow^ards us 

and sheared off’ when quite close. All aiternoon, thirty or forty petrels have 
been in our wake—some flying fairly close—all are Wilson’s {Oceanites oceani-^ 
ius) which species has been very much the most common since leaving St. John. 
In flight, tips of the toes project a quarter to half an inch beyond the squarish 
tail. In iiiany ir.di\iduaJs, the feathers—especially the flight feathers—are 
much w'orn. I'he moult is now^ on, 1 think. These petrels feed largely on 
the refuse thrown o\er from the ship. Their behaviour is very similar to that 
of gulls, following in the w'ake of a ship. As soon as edible refuse is thrown 
overboard a do^en or more congregate at the spot, some paddling and picking 
up food, others alighting on the water, still others wheeling round; there is 
much flapping of wings and scrambling for the food. Some of these petrels 
follow the ship for many miles, occasionally dropping back a few hundred yards, 
then flying quickly to catch up again until close to the stern; they always fly 

to and fro across the wake, searching for food. 

16.00 Hours. Still thirty or forty petrels in our wake and others flying 
around—all Wilson’s. Passed one gannet (immature, brown) and a small 
number of Mediterranean Shearwaters (Puffinus kuhlii kuhlii)^ generally in 
pairs. A large shoal of blackflsh passed at 16.10 hours and several dolphins 
and porpoises have also been seen. 

16.15 Hours. A ("ommon Switt (Apus apus) has appeared, flying trom S. to 

N,; it is finding considerable difficulty in making headway against the stiff 
breeze that has sprung up during the last hour. It flew high above the masts, 
then dow’n close to the waves in the lee of the ship. 1 had this swilt and 

two Wilson’s Petrels in the field of view of my field glasses, at the same 

time. The African coast is now about sixty miles to the ^ south; the Spanish 
coast forty miles to north; the swdft is apparently crossing from Africa to 
Furope* During the evening a number of shearw*aters and petrels were roimd 
the ship but not so many petrels vrere in our wake as earlier in the day. Ihe 
number of petrels wdth us is now declining gradually as the evening closes in; 

19.30 hours only one was left; at 19.45 hours there w^ere none and no birds 
of any description were to be seen from the ship. 

3 
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June iB, Monday. Western Mediterranean. Lat, 35*42 N. Long, a‘55 W. 

Sea calm; no wind; aky overcast and rain failing; daared |o«oo tioi^, 

07.30 Hours, Fifteen to twenty petrels, all Wilson’s, are now in our wake; 
by 09.00 hours the numbers had increased to approximately tyt&xty to twenty^ 
five; all are of one species. No other birds seen. 

10.00 Hours. A single shearwater {Fuffinus kuhlii kuhlH) passed. Many 
petrels are still in our wake. 

11.15 Hours, A small lark-like bird was glimpsed flying along our 8tar< 
board side; it was seen only for a few minutes before it disappeared, it appeared 
to be a Common Skylark but this identification is uncertain, Wa are now about 
fifteen miles north of the Moroccan Coast. Many Wilson’s Petrels are still 
with us. 

14.30 Hours. When we were forty to fifty miles from the Moroccan Coast, 
a large gull came from the south, circled several times and flew off towards 
the S.E., it appeared to be Herring Gull; later, it reappeared accompanied by 
two others; one settled on the water and the others dropped astem---they 
did not come close enough to us for certain identification but they appeared 
to be Herring Gulls. 

15.00 to 15.30 Hours. Passed several schools of dolphins and one pair and 
a single Green Turtle; the pair were mating on the surface. 

15.30 Hours. There arc still about twelve Wilson’s Petrels in our wake. 

15.45 Hours. A small brownish bird flew on to the forward hatch and 

remained there; on examination with field-glasses, it proved to be bunting— 
vety like, if not identical with the Corn Bunting (Emherioa catandra). On 
closer approach it disappeared over the side and was not seen again. 

16.15 Hours. Another large gull appeared and between 17.30 and 20.00 

Hours there was always at least one and sometimes up to five following in 
our wake, with the petrels. All are typical Yellow-legged Herring Gulls {Larui 
argentaius cachinnans) in full plumage; yellow feet and yellow bills, with 
red spot, are very distinctive. At dusk (about 20.00 Hours) there are still 
a few Wilson’s Petrels and one or two Herring Gulls in our wake; our 

position is approximately seven miles from land and thirty miles W. of Oran. 

June 19, Tuesday. Western Mediterranean. Lat. 36*47 N. Long. 2*27 E. 

Seven to ten miles from Algerian Coast. Sea calm; wind very light and 
variable; sunny. 

05.30 Hours. Many Herring Gulls are still accompanying the ship, circling 
round, following in our wake and settling on the sea alongside. 

05.45 Hours. Three Mediterranean Shearwaters {Puffinus kuhlii kuhlii) 
passed flying close above the water; no petrels are with us. 

About 07.30 Hours. One or two petrels have appeared in our wake; by 
09.15 Hours the number had increased to twelve. Herring Gulls are very 
numerous, circling the ship. 

09.30 Hours. A Mediterranean Greater Shearwater crossed our wake flying 
north; fifteen Herring Gulls and twelve Wilson’s Petrels are in our wake, 
all the Herring Gulls are in mature plumage. 

14.00 Hours. Passing within t.wo miles of Cape Caxine, immediately north 
of Algiers, a small number of Mediterranean Shearwaters were in sight, several 
of them between the ship and the shore. All Herring Gulls and petrels have 
now left us. We started to pick up the petrels again as soon as we we^e nine 
or ten miles from land, 

15.45 Hours. Three petrels are now in our wake, occasionally settling 
on the smooth water to feed. Considerable numbers of Mediterranean Shear¬ 
waters were in sight while we were passing Algiers, flying close to the ship 
or settling on the water, but fewer are to be seen now we have left the in¬ 
shore waters. 

16.00 Hours. No shearwaters or Herring Gulls are in sight; only tliree 
petrels flying in our wake. 

16.10 Hours. Eight shearwaters, in a small flock, settled on the water 
fairly close to the ship. 

17.45 Hours, Petrels have disappeared but five Herring Gutlf are in our 
wake; four are in mature plumage but one is a juvenile. 
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t8.i5 H«mrf. A •ingie petrel, following in our wake, had left us by 18.30 
iioiirf* 

15.45 Hours, Passed an unusual dolphin; it seemed to be about twelve to 
fifteen feet in length with a blunt head (like a Black Fish) and small dorsal 
fin; colour Irregularly skewbald, black-brown and whitidi all over; owing to 
its light colour, it could be seen swimming, solitarily, just below the surface, 
for some considerable distance. 

19,00 Hours, Several Herring Gulls circling the ship. 

No other birds to be seen, 

June 30 , Wednesday, Western Mediterranean. Lat. 37*10 N. Long. 7*55 E. 

Sea calm with slight swell; light, variable breeze. 

06.00 Hours, Many Herring Gulls circling the ship, searching our wake 
and settling alongside. No other birds. 

08.45 Hours, Passing near Cape de Fer, several Mediterranean Shearwaters 
{Puffinus kuhlii kuhlii) are flying close over the water. Forty to fifty Herring 
Gulls {Larus argentatus cachinnans) came out and circled the ship; all in adult 
pluma^. Does this gull nest on Cape de Fer? Still no petrels. 

09.45 Hours, A small shearwater crossed our wake; it was considerably 
smaUer than Puffinus kuhlii kuhlii; brown above, whitish below; it flew 
straight, a few feet above water, with rapid wing beats; it is the first of this 
species that we have seen in the Mediterranean proper; I believe that it is 
a Small Mediterranean Shearwater {Puffinus puffinus yelkouan) but it was too 
indistinct for accurate identification. Several Large Shearwaters {Puffinus kuhlii 
kuhlii) are flying about. I notice that, while gulls and petrels feed in the wake 
of the ship, shearwaters never do. 

10.00 Hours, Just before A. A. gun practice, a small number of shear¬ 
waters {Puffinus kuhlii kuhlii) and fifty to sixty Herring Gulls were near the 
ship. All disappeared as soon as the guns opened up. 

10.30 Hours. Herring Gulls have begun to reappear and with them several 
Slender-billed Gulls {Lotus genei); the first we have seen this voyage. This 
gull is smaller than the Herring Gull; pure white with a light>grey mantle and 
the primaries tipped black and white; bill is dark red, more red in some than 
in others; feet and legs are dark red; several are wheeling round the ship 
with the Herring Gulls. 

10.4s Hours, A solitary petrel orossed our wake; the ship is now about 
ten miles from African coast. Herring Gulls and Slender-billed Gulls are cir¬ 
cling us in about equal numbers. No shearwaters are to be seen. 

14.15 Hours. Gulls are now all Herring Gulls; we appear to have left 
behind us the territory of the Slender-billed Gull. Did they come from a 
nesting colony, on the coast near here? We are still only twenty miles off 
shore. Several Large Shearwaters {Puffinus kuhlii kuhlii) are always in sight; 
seven crossed our bows in a small flock, wheeling and flapping lazily. 

14.30 Hours, Another Small Shearwater {Puffinus puffinus yelkouan) crossed 
our bows flying S.W.; it is darker brown aWa than in Puffinus kuhlii kuhlii, 
with a greyish shade to the neck and mantle but without the whitish rump 
and blackish tips to the tail feathers; white or whitish beneath; it flies much 
straighter and more rapidly than Puffinus kuhlii kuhlii, without any wheeling 
and slow flaps. 

14.50 Hours, A Common Swallow {Hirundo rustica) flew the length of 
the ship, at mast height, and then on towards the African coast, about twenty 
miles away; a male in full plumage. It is curious that a swallow should be 
going south in the middle of June I Presumably it is a non-breeding wanderer. 

15.45 Hours, A Slender-billed Gull appeared, with several Herring GuUs, 

and acccanpanled the rfiip; the gulls fly al^ut half a mile ahead, settle on the 
water, wait for the ship to pass them, drop a mile or two astern and then fly 
up and overtake the ship again, repeating this procedure for several hours. If 
refuse is thrown over, all congregate to feed in the wake. Many shearwaters 
{Puffism kuhUi kuhHi) but no petrels arc in sight. . , ^ 

16,10 Hourg. A Herring Gull, in Immature plumage, joined the others, all 
in liill plumage, accompanying tlM ship. 
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16.30 Hours, The coast is now approziikiately 7 miles due south; ,we passed 
another small shearwater (Puffiuus puffinus yelkouan) wheeling rapidly over 
the water; it looked very black and white in the afternoofi H^t. 

i8.oo Hours, Two petrels in our wake, together with many Herring Gulls; 
a few shearwaters (Puffinus kuhlii kuhlii) are also in sight. 

18.30 Hours, jPassing the Fratelli Rocks, three miles to southward, a 
single petrel was flying in our wake; it appeared to be Wilson*$ (Oceanites 
oceanicus) ; many Herring Gulls and a few shearwaters (Puffinus kuhlii 
kuhlii) are still to be seen. 

June 21, Thursday, Western Mediterranean. Lat. 36*52 N, Long. i3‘’o4 E. 

Sea calmer; swell slight; wind light from E.S.E. to S.E.; bright and sunny. 

06.30 to 07.30 Hours, Passing dose to Pantellaria Island, two Herring 
Gulls came out and accompanied the ship, for about half an hour. 

08.30 Hours, A solitary petrel in our wake; too far away for determina* 
tion ; no gulls or shearwaters in sight. 

09.05 Hours, A Turtle Dove settled on our fore-hatch; it appeared, after 
close examination through glasses, to be a Common Turtle Dove (Streptopelia 
turtur turtur) ; it remained on board for several hours before disappearing. 
Later several petrels appeared in our wake. 

12.45 Hours, Six petrels, all darker and more definitely sooty-black and 
with shorter legs than the familiar Wilson’s Petrel (Oceanites oceanicus) have 
appeared in our w^ake; their flight and behaviour is very similar to Wilson’s; 
tail squarish but slightly forked. 1 think that they must be the Storm Petrel 
iHydrohates pelagicus)^ii resident in this part of the Mediterranean. 

Sicily is now looming up about thirty miles to northivard. 

14.15 Hours. All the petrels have disappeared; only one Herring Gull is 
with us. Petrels reappeared in our wttke at about 14.30 hours; at about 16.40 
hours there were six of them following us. Passed another Small Shearwater 
{Puffinus puffinus yelkouan) flying towards G0/.0 Island. 

18.00 Hours, Passing through the Malta Channel, six Storm Petrels 

(Hydrohates pelagicus) still in our wake and one Large Shearwater (Puffinus 
kuhlii kuhlii) ; No gulls. 

19.00 Hours. Near Malta, several Large Shearwaters (Puffinus kuhlii 

kuhlii) and two petrels were in our wake. 'J'wo large swordfish leaped 

several feet out of water. 

19.30 Hours. Another small .shearwater (Puffinus puffinus yelkouan) crossed 
our path flying towards Malta; also several Puffinus kuhlii kuhlii and Storm 
Petrols (Hydrohates pelagicus) were flying round us and in our wake until dusk. 

June 22, Friday. Eastern Mediterranean. Lat. 33*47 N. Long. 18*11 K. 

Sea very calm with slight ripples but no swell; light breeze from N. E.; 
sunny. 

No signs of any bird-life until 10.10 hours when a single .Storm Petrel 
(Hydrohates pelagicus) was seen. 

10.30 Hours. Tw^o petrels in our w’ake but they soon disappeared. No 
further bird-life observed until the evening. 

17.30 Hours. A medium-sized warbler came aboard to rest; could not 
obtain a satisfactory view of it owing to the difficult light and to its constant 
movement. It appeared to be a dark olive-brown above and a light yellowish- 
grey on the underparts. It was, I think, a member of the genus Hypolais — 
p<x'!i.sibly H. pallida, the Olivaceous Warbler. It was very restless and diflicult 
to approach; eventually it retired to roost under the cross-trees of the main mast. 
The nearest land, Tripolitania, is now about two hundred miles to the S.E. 

June 23, Saturday. Eastern Mediterranean. Lat. 32*50 N. Long. 22*47 E. 

Sea calm; light breeze from N. W.; bright and sunny. 

05.30 Hours, Another Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turtur) settled on our port 
bulwark, aft, and remained, preening itself; it continued with us until 07.00 
hours. No petrels or any other birds were seen until, xo.30 hours when a 
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solitary Great Shearwater {Pufflnus kuhlit kuhlii) crossed our bows hying to¬ 
wards the land no.w about ten miles distant to southward, 

11.10 Hours, A large gull hying in the distance; it appears to be a 
Herring Gull moving in the direction of Derna, about seven miles to the 
south. There seem to be very few birds in this part of the Mediterranean; 
not nearly so many as in Western part. 

16.30 Hours, When about sixteen miles from land, we put up a Small 
Shearwater from the water, ahead of our bows* It was sleeping, whcm first 
seen, and allowed the ship to approach closely; on awakening it flew off with 
rapid wing-beats, followed by wheeling glides; in colour it was dark brown, 
white or nearly white on the chest and underparts; undoubtedly it was a 
Small Mediterranean Shearwater {Puffinus pufflnus yelkouan). No other birds 
were seen during the whole day. This part of Eastern Mediterranean is very 
deficient in bird life, at this time of year. Apparently there is less marine 
life too, as we have seen no dolphins or porpoises either; small flying fishes 
ere, however, quite plentiful. 

June 24, Sunday. Eastern Mediterranean. Lat. 35*57 N. Long. 27*53 

Sea calm; slight breeze from N. to N.W.; bright and sunny all dayt. 

No bird-life at all, with the exception that the Third Officer reported seeing 
a Common Swallow (Hirundo rustica) flying over the .ship during breakfast 
time, at about 08.30 hours. 

18.30 Hours. When we were about sixty miles from land (the Nile Delta) 
another Common Swallow (Hirundo rusiica) appeared circling the ship and 
attempting to settle; it was a female, in rather worn plumage and appeared 
tired out; eventually it settled to roost on the gun platform in our stem. This 
is the third swallow that has come aboard while we have been passing through 
the Mediterranean. The absence of bird-life, all day, has been most marked. 

June 25, Monday. Port Said. Arrived at Port Said about 11.45 ^Jours. 

Sea calm; slight breeze from N.; bright, sunny and clear. 

At 10.00 Hours a Common Swallow (Hirundo rustica) was brought to me 
in an exhausted condition; it is probably the one that came aboard last night. 
It died before it could be released near land. The first gull to meet us, as we 
neared port, was a Herring Gull in immature plumage, just changing to 
adult; It flew round us when we were about three miles from Port Said. 

11.45 Hours. Entering the harbour, a small number of Little Terns (Sterna 
alhifrons) could be seen fishing along the southern breakwater. Presumably, 
they would be of the typical race albifrons. One or two Black-headed Gulls 
(Larus ridibundus) flew round us but they were very scarce. A large tern, 
with a black cap, very likejf not certainly, the Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon 
n. nilotica) was flying with an immature tern of probably the same species. 
There were also several immature gulls which were probably all Herring Gulls. 
A small number of Common Swallows (Hirundo rustica) were flying over the 
inner harbour. 

While lying at our fueling berth, in the entrance to the Suez Canal, two 
Slender-billed Gulls (Larus genet) passed over us. There are remarkably few 
gulls or terns in the harbour—the large numbers (chiefly of Black-headed 
Gulls (Larus ridibundus) seen by me in March last are entirely absent. 
About 16.30 Hours, when it became cooler, a few more gulls appeared, nearly 
all immature. One seen closely was an Immature Herring Gull; others seen 
in the distance may have been of a smaller species. Other species of birds 
observed in the harbour area, were:— 

(1) Egyptian Kites (Milvus migrans aegyptius) 

(2) Crows (Corpus sp) 

(3) Sparrow^ (Passer domesticus niloticus) 

(4) A number of Little Terns (Sterna a. albiftons) and 

(5) A few Common Swallows (Hirundo rustica). 

At 17.4s Hours, a fine Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus), in fully adult 
plumage, circled over the ship, closely. One or two of the immature gulls in 
the distance may also have been of tins or of the smaller species. In the 
lagoon, several miles to the north-eastwards, a small party of nine to twelve 
Flamingoes {Phoenicoptetus ruber antiquorum) can be distinguished; in March 
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last there were hundreds (if not thousands) of Itamingoes In ^Is lan^ion* We 
left Port Said and entered the Canal at dusk. 

June 26, Tuesday. Gulf of Suez. Lat. 29*27 N. Long. 32*35 E. 

Slight breeze from W. and N.W. Bright and sunny. 

At 05.45 Hours, near El Chulaf^ a Canal Station about ao miles from Suez, 
we saw the hrst Egyp^an Brown or White-eyed Gull {Larus leucophtkatmui) 
a solitary bird. Soon afterwards, however, a flock of abfHtt 30 passed us flying 
low, westwards, up the Canal. Other flocks and solitary bMs ware seen, 
commonly, as we aj^oached Suez. White Cattle Egrets (Bi^Mcus ibis Ms) 
were feeding in some of the Canal-side, irrigated fields. A pair of pied King¬ 
fishers {Caryls rudis rudis) hovered over the water close by and Crested Larks 
(Galerida cristata nigriean$)were singing on the mounds of 8(dl, beside the 
Canal. In a lagoon near Suez Town, a giant wader—either a large stork 
or a giant heron was standing; it was blackish all over, with reddidi 
or pinUsh legs as far as could be distinguished but it was too far away 
to seen plainly; it appeared twice the siz3 of a Grey Heron {Ardea cmarea 
cinerea) which was standing near it. Leaving the Canal and steaming to 
our anchorage in Suez Bay, a large sooty^brown skua flew fairly close to us 
and settled on the water, amongst a party of Brown Gulls (Larus leucophthaU 
mus). In colour, it was sooty-brown all over, with the cap very little darker 
than the remainder of the head and underparts veiy little flitter than the upper 
parts. The two central tail feathers projected some four or five inches beyond 
the remainder and were twisted from the horizontal to the vertical. This would 
appear to be the dark form of the Pomatorhine Skua or Jaeger {Stercorarius 
pomarinus). Hundreds of Brown Gulls, in Suez roadstead, were in small and 
large parties, sitting on the water or seeking their food amongst the refuse 
from the ships. No other species of gulls could be seen. 

At 09.30 Hours, as we were leaving Suez anchorage, however, a lesser 
Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus), in adult plumage, was seen flying towards 
the cliffs and two immature gulls, probably of the same species, or young 
Herring Gulls, were drcling a large warship. As we cleared the other shipping, 
in the outer anchorage, a party of five large dark birds were on the water; 
they flew off at our approach and seemed to be skuas; the middle feathers of 
the tail, appeared to project considerably but we were not close enough for 
a satisfactory view. In colour they, were dark, sooty l^own above and whitish 
below—wings long and pointed. Would any species of skua be in these waters. 
In small flocks, at this time of the year? 

At 10.45 Hours, when we were 12 to 13 miles from Suez we passed a 
flock of about a dozen Brown Gulls (Larus leucobhthalmus) accompanied by 
two skuas; the Brown Gulls rose and followed the ship but the skuas disappeared. 
All the Brown Gulls were in adult plumage. Do they breed in this vicinity? 

11.15 Hours. Amongst the small party of Brown Gulls, accompan3dng the 
ship, was an immature bird, with black-tipped tall and smoky brown plumage. 
Between 17.30 and 18.15 hours, many large terns passed us, flying from the 
direction of Ras Gahrib, towards the Sinai coast; they were mostly in pairs 
and flew close over the water, occasionally rising 20 feet or more into the air 
and plunging down into the sea; they seemed to be largish sea terns, pure 
white, with th? exception of a light-grey mantle; tail long and forked; beak 
red; head may have had a black cap, but it could not be distinguished accurately. 

I think that they were Lesser Crested Terns (Thalasseus bengalensis). A few Brown 
Gulls continued to accompany the ship all day, flying close above our stem 
or in our wake. 


June 27, Wednesday, Red Sea, Lat. 25*47 N. Long. 35*12 E. 

Slight sea; fresh breeze from N.W.W. to E. and S.S.E. Bright, sunny 
but cool. 

05.00 Hours. No birds seen during the early morning, but as the sun rose, 
four Brown Gulls appeared and, soon afterwards, a dozen were wi^ us. They 
were very tame. They appear to follow ships down the Red Sea, sleep on the 
water and then to jdn other ships going up and return to Suez; they feed on 
the refuse in the wakes of the Ihlps, 
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oB,co Houfs* Passing the Brothers Islands, at about 2 miles, distance, 30 
to 40 Brown Culls, all in adult plumage, joined the ship. Do these gulls nest 
on these Islands? They aie very plenti&l in the vicinity. A large, sooty* 
brown bird* ^itb whitish underparts and a longish pointed tail, pass^ Hear 
us*~a skua of some species, I think; probably the Arctic Skua (S. parasiticus). 

By 09*30 Hours .when the Brothers Islands had just disappeared out of 
sight, astern, the Brown Gulls had thinned out considerably; they are evidently 
loath to leave the vicinity of the Islands. By 13.00 hours all had disappeared. 

At 14.15 Hours two Brown Gulls appeared, one adult and one immature, 
with completely brown mantle with no white hind margin; white tail black- 
tipped ^ greenish. 

14.00 Hours, Some seabirds, some distance away, appeared to be brown 
above, whitish below wdth tails longish and sharp pointed. Several more of 
the same species were in the far distance; later a small dock of seven of 
these birds passed a few hundred yards from the ship; the tail is forked; the 
head is black-capped and the upper plumage, including the tail, is dark earthy 
brown; primaries blackish; the neck is lighter and the underparts are .whiti^; 
the beak dark;—this is evidentally the Red Sea Brown-winged Tern (Sterna 
anaetheta fuligula), 

* 5 * 3 ® Hours, Three more Brown-winged Terns passed; all flying N. W. close 
over the water. 

15.50 Hours, Another 5 Brown-winged Terns were flying in the same 
direction. No Brown Gulls were seen after 15.20 hours but several parties 
and pairs of Brown-winged Terns passed just before dusk. 


June 28, Thursday. Red Sea. I.at. l-ong. 37*41 E. 

Sea calm; slight breeze from S; bright, sunny and clear. No birds at all 
were seen between sunrise (about 05.00 hours) and xx.oo hours. 

At 11.05 Hours, 5 petrels were in our wake; they were largish, dark sooty- 
black with a distinctly lighter pattern across the wings; the rump was white; 
the feet were longer than the squarish tails, the toes projecting half inch 
or so; these petrels appear to be of the same species that we saw, so com¬ 
monly, in the Atlantic and in the Western Mediterranean, i.e. Wilson’s Petrel 
(Oceanites oceanUus). 

At 11.20 Hours, 4 Aden Sooty Gulls (Larus hemprichi) passed us flying close 
over the water towards Gebel Asetariba on the African shore. They were all 
immature; the tails were pure white and the margins of the sooty-brown wings 
were also white. 

At IX.30 Hours, a fine young Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) came 
aboard, flying in from the Arabjan Coast. Aftor circling the ship for some 
minutes it took up a commanding position on the top of the aftermast, where 
it remained for a considerable time. It was, I feel certain, a 9 xn immature 
plumage—pi obably a this year’s bird; back, wings and tail were dark rufescent 
brown, darker and more brown than (but marked rather like) a European 
Kestrel; breast light fawn, lighter on the chest, darker on the abdomen and 
lighter again towaids the vent, striped with interrupted wavy, longitudinal 
dark brown or blackish streaks; throat and foreneck light, yellowish white 
or whitish fawn; crown of head dark brown, deepening to blackish on the 
sides and black moustachial stripe W’ell marked ; hind neck spotted or streaked 
with dark brown on light fawn; beak dark brown with light yellow cere; 
eyes dark, with bright bluish lids; tarsus and feet light greenish yellow; lower 
abdomen light fawn; size about that of a smallish Carrion-Crow (Crovus 
corone). 

After remaining on the aftermast until about 14.50 hours, it tried a number 
of alternate perches and eventually settled down again, tn the shade, on the 
top of a big ventilator, forwards, where an excellent view of It was obtain^. 
The wings were dark, dull lead or slate-brown with the feathers edged with 
light-reddish brown; the tail was the same colour as the body, but closely 
barred with reddish brown, with the tips of the feathers light. Head wm 
dark brown at tfie sides, with the back of the crown bright golden purplish- 
brown and the lore-head light brown; the thighs were bright fawn, slightly 
i^xotted near the body, when Hying this falcon gives the impression of being 
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dark brown above, with the tail barred and the underparts also closely barred. 
It left us about 15.00 hours. 

Between 15.00 and 15.15 Hours, we passed through areas of the reddish 
plankton from which the Ked Sea takes its name-*also we passed vast numbers 
of small purple jelly hsh. 

All afternoon, several petrels were in our wake; they wei*e generally in 

pairs. 

10.55 Hours, A Commc)n Swallow {Hirundo rustica) circled over the ship, 
several times, and then made off southwards, mounting high into the sky. 

18.00 Hours. Several petrels were in our wake—the number varying from 
2 to 6; they keep more or less in pairs hut a little distance away from the 
ship one pair w^as slightly smaller and darker than the others, with more 
pointed wings and feet not projecting beyond the tail (which appears squarish 
or very slightly forked). They may be Storm Petrels (Hydrohates pehgicus) 
which, I believe, occur in these waters; remainder appear to be the common 
Wilson’s Petrel (Oceanites oceanicus). 

June 2(), Friday, Red Sea. L.'jt. 17“57 N. Long. 40*0^ E. 

Sea moderate; fresh breeze from N.W.; sunny but hazy owing to dust. 

At sunrise, about 05*45 Hours, 30 to 40 petrels in our w’ake. 

06.15 Hours, 3 Brown-winged Terns (Sterna anaetheta fuligula) passed 
by, flying N.W. 

At 09.00 Hours I spent a long time, very carefully observing the 30 to 40 
petreK flying in our wake. They all appeared to be Wilson’s. Coloured 
above, dark sooty browmish black, with lighter markings across wings; mark¬ 
ings can be seen only in a good light; large white rump; tail appears very 
slightly forked, but may be square (not easy to determine with ^ birds in 
flight); feet appear black; they project nearly ^ inch beyond tip of tail; urtder- 
parts dark sooty brown. 

At 11.15 Hours there were still about 10 to 20 of these petrels in our wake; 
from 09.00 to about 11.00 hours the maximum number was about 50. Do 
any petrels nest on Red Sea islands—or are they all migratory? 

During morning several small flock.s of Brown-winged Terns were passed 
flying N.W. No other birds w’ere seen. 

At Midday it was very hot and muggy, with a following wind and much 
dust haze; visibility was reduced to about i| miles; temperature was over 95*. 

16.05 Hours. A Tropic Bird appeared some distance away; it was probably 
either Phaethon ruhticauda or P. Upturns, 

Between 16.00 and 17.00 Hours we passed 8 Brown-winged Terns, i, 2, 3 
and 4; 4 were standing on two small bits of planking, floating past the ship. 
Many petrels are .still in our wake. 

18.15 Hours. Another Common Swallow (Hirundo rustica) flew close over 
the ship and disappeared astern; it was flying N, or N.W. Now 40 to 50 
petrels are in our wake, feeding on the refuse thrown over from tht* ship, 

19.30 JJ0UIS. A small party of Brow’n-w’inged Terns settled in our wake; 
the head is partially black but the forehead is white; the beak black and the 
wing lining is whitish. The petrels remained in our wake until it became 
too dark to see them any longer. 

June 30, Siilurdny. Red .Sea. l.af. i4°24 N. Long. 42*34 E, 

Sea calm; light breeze, vari.nble; bright and sunny; dust storm has abated 
and visibility has improved to 3 to 4 miles. 

05.20 Hours. Between dawn and sunrise, one gull and six petrels were 
in our wake; the gull i.s plain, sooty brown, with greenish beak; an im¬ 
mature Aden Sooty Gull (Larus hemprichi), I think—not an Egyptian Brown 
Gull (L. leucophthahnus) but the tail completely white. The petrels are all 
Wilson’s (O. oceanicus), 

06.00 to 06.15 Hours. Three Brown-winged Terns (S. a. fuligula) and two 
smallish white terns, with grey mantle.s —vory Ijke the Roseate Tern ( 5 ferna 
dougalU korustes) passed nearby. Also saw one shearwater and an immature 
gull—probably a young Lesser Black-backed Gull; in colour it was mottled 
brown and white above, dirty white on underparts, head and neck grtjylsh 
white, tail white with black tip. The shearwater was brown above, 
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below; it flew close above the water, flapping and gliding, (not flying like 
a Mediterranean Shearwater {/*. fc. feiiblM)~^ossibly a Wedge-tailed Shearwater 
(P. pacificus)* 

06.15 to 06.30 Hours. Passed a string of 9 and several single Masked Boobies, 
all heading S.W.; all were dark chocolate brown above with belly white; 
head and neck dark chocolate brown; primaries and (ail blackish; all in im¬ 
mature plum.ige except one which was in the mature, white plumage, with 
black flight feathers and tail; this is evidently the Red Sea Masked Booby 
or Gannet {Snla dactylatra melanops). Many medium sized terns passing, 
at some distance, generally in pairs, white except for light grey mantle and 
head with small black cap; beak orange yellow—the Lesser Crested Tern 
{Thalasseus h. hengalettxis) b> the look of them, but I cannot be certain, nor 
do I know w'hcther this tern breeds in the Red Sea. An Aden Sooty Gull 
(Lafus hemprichi) has just appeared, following our wake. It is somewhat 

like the Brown Gull (Lams leucophthalmus) of Egypt, being predominantely 
sooty brown, but this bird has th#' head brown, not black, divided from the 

body by a narrow white collar; bill is bright greenish with a red spot totvards 

the tip, divided from the green by black. 

07,50 Hours. An adult Masked Booby ( 5 . d. melanops) crossed our bows; 
bill is light-greenish; many terns (S. b. bengalensis ?) all round us but not 
very close. Boobies now very common, chiefly immature but a fair sprinkling 
of adults—ratio about lo ; 1. Four Brown Gulls close in our W’ake—immature 
with black-barred tails; mantle and body rather dirty, sooty browm with 
white underparts. We are now passing Zubair Islands, All Boobies flying 
away from them to Ashing ground (presumably). Presumably this species 

nests on these Islands; 2 or 3 petrels still following our wake. 

Soon after 08.00 Hours^ after passing the last of the Zubair Group a party 
of 12 or more Aden Sooty (iulls (L. hemprichi) flew out to us and followed our 
wake; very tame, flying close over stern; all but one immature, but some in 
more advanced plumage than others. 

08.45 h) oq.oo Hours. Nine Sooty Gulls and 7 or 8 petrels feeding together, 
in our wake, on refuse throw’n overboard. Both species alighting on vrater 
to scramble for food. One Brown-winged Tern (S. a. fuUgula) and 3 Indian 
Lesser Crested Sea Terns (Thalasseus b. bengalensis ?) flying past. Boobies 
have all disappeared. 

10.45 Hours. Passed large shoal of large mackerel (sp.) leaping out of 
wat^^r after small Ash. Above the shoal were 20 to 30 medium sized terns 
(T. b. bengalensis?) and an immature Sooty Gull. Later terns settled down, 
on the water, in a small compact flock. Now 6 Sooty Gulls (L. hemprichi) 
are in our wake, 4 adults and 2 immature and also several ptitrels. 

11.00 Hours. All gulls gone. They settled on water and were left behind; 
does this gull ne.st on the Zuliair Group? Six petrels still in our wake. 

H.25 Hours. Tropic Bird, flew away from ship; appeared pure white with 
long wfiite tail feathers—so was probably the White Tropic Bird (Phaethon I. 
lepturus). 

11.45 Hours. Three petrels .and one Sooty Gull in our wake. 

11.50 Hours. Another shoal of large mackerel (sp.) leaping after small 
fish. Above were 4 Brown-winged Terns and 2 terns that looked like the 
Gull-billed Tern (Gelochelidon n. nilotica) but they may have been the White¬ 
cheeked Tern (Sterna repressa) ; white except for mantle (rather slate-grey) 
and head with black cap, beak blackish. 

12.30 Hours, About 12 Sooty Gulls circling ship in our wake with 6 
petrels. A few Brown-winged and Lesser Crested Terns passing occasionally. 

Between 13.30 and 14.00 Hours. While passing Gebel Zuqab at leSsS than 
one mile, large numbers of Sooty Gulls joined us, many settling on boats, 
masts and upper structure; 8 petrels in our wake; many boobies, all in 
immature brown plumage, flying about and settling on water. Several Brown¬ 
winged Terns near the Island. Later, large flocks of Brown-winged Terns 
passed, with one adult booby and a number of Lesser Crested Terns (?). 

In one large flock of Brown-winged Terns were 4 sooty-brown birds of 
considerably heavier build and larger size; they appeared brown or grey-brown 
both on underparts as well as upper; they seemed to be shearwaters of some 
species—iK)8s{bfy the Wedge-tailed or Green-billed Shearwater (Puffinus pacifUus 
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hamiltonii) which is, as far as I am aware, the only ^earwater likely to k0 
seen in these waters, in any numbers. 

25.45 Hours. Tropic bird, with red< 4 >iU and long white tail leathera hew 
close across our bows, giving an excellent view--<iefiaitely the ^EVhlte Tl^opic 
Bird (P. I* Upturns); a beautiful bird. 

Shortly afterwards passed several large concourses of sea»bhrds» feBojSrkig 
shoals of small hsh; several boobies, many Sooty Gulls, great numbers 3 
Brown-winged Terns and the orange-billed terns which, I think, are the Lesser 
Crested Sea Terns (T. b. bwgMensis). Amongst the terns were a number 
of the sooty-brown birds that appear to be shearwater; they are dusky or 
sooty-brown all over; tail is rather long and pointed, wedge-shaped, I think; 
beaks long and fairly stout; 1 presume that they must 1 ^ the Wedge-tailed 
or Green-billed Shearwater (P. pacificus hamiltonii). Do these shearwaters 
breed in the islands in the vicinity or do they migrate, breeding in winter in 
the Southern Hemisphere? There were 30 to 40 of them in this flock. Many 
Sooty Gulls continue to accompany us, settling all over our upper structure ; 
very tame. Many petrels in our w^ake. 

July I, Sunday. Gulf of Aden—.Aden at midday. 

Moderate sea; slight breeze fiom N.W.; bright; clear and sunny. 

05.45 Hou*s. Before sunrise, while still about 28 miles from Aden, many 
petrels in wake and flying over surrounding sea, all seemed to me Wilson’s 
(O. oceanicus) ; no Sooty Gulls; tropic bird, flying high and very rapidly; also 
single shearwater, moderate in size, dusky brown above and below, wheeling over 
water—presumably P. pacificus hamiltonii. 

06.30 Hours. Common .Swallow {Hirundo ruslica) flew close round ship; 
last seen mounting high skywards, towards land about 20 miles away port- 
side. What Is a swallow doing here at this time of the year? 

06.50 Hours. Five Sooty Gulls joined us, 4 immature, one adult; settled on 
water. Entering Aden roadstead, several Large-crested Sea Terns {Thalasseus 
bergh velox) passed. Petrels accompanied us in amongst other ships anchored 
in outer harbour and remained feeding, like gulls, on refuse thrown overboard. 
Comparatively few gulls, in harbour—very different to last March. No Black¬ 
headed Gulls (L. ridibundus) now, but small numbers of Sooty Gulls (L. hemp^ 
richi) flying in all directions; majority in immature plumage; also several large 
gulls in immature plumage (probably L. fuscus) and a single Black-backed Gull 
(Larus fuscus) in full adult but noticeably worn plumage. < 

In distance many terns, chiefly Large Crested Sea Terns (T. bergii velox) 
and (I think) Lesser Crested Terns (T. h. bengaUnsis); also a single Masked 
Booby {S. d. mlelanops), in adult plumage, near one of the mooring buoys. 

22.00 Hours. Leaving Aden a medium sized dusky brown shearwater (P. 
Pacificus hamiltonii) I think, crossed our stern. 

Between 15.30 and 16.00 Hours many pairs of Large Crested Sea Terns 
(T. bergii velox) and Lesser Crested Terns (T. b. bengalensis?) flying past, 
also many petrels (O. oceanicus) flying in our wake. 

16.50 Hours. Large flock of Brown-winged Terns (S. a. fuligula) fishing at 
a little distance from the ship, together with a few Large Crested Sea Terns 
and one Tropic-bird (sp. uncertain). Tropic bird was observed to div#* into 
water. Also many petrels (Wilson’s) in our wake, wheeling over surrounding 
seas. 

17.10 Hours. Common Swallow (c?) {Hirundo rust tea) settled on foremast 
stay, then circled up and disappeared astern. We are now remghly 300 miles 
from Arabian Coast. Wind .S.S.E. a moderate breeze; later swallow re¬ 
appeared and remained with us until after 18.45 hours, when it finally left. 
Surely it is unusual to find swallows (H. rustica) in these waters at this time 
of the year? 

18.15 Hours. Many petrels still in our wake; some Brown-winged Terns 
passing: petrels remained with us until after dark when it became too dark 
to see them longer. 

July 2, Monday. Gulf of Aden. Lat. i2®37 Long. 49*22 E. 

Slight swell; very light breeze from N.E. to S.E.; bright, clear and hot. 

05.30 to 07.30 Hours. Many petrels in our wake and skimming swell; 
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aU WUfOo’f (O, 0ceanicut)i teveral flocks and many pairs of Brown^winged 
XernSf flying and flying in various directions. 

07.30 H^ufs, Several medium sised shearwaters, wheeling low over water 
in vanoits directions; uniform dusky-brown above and below—evidently 
Wedge^tailed or Green>biUed Shearwaters (P. pacificus hanUltonii); one TropJc> 
bird (sp. uncertain) flying high and plunging down, Ashing, near flock of Brown- 
wing^ Terns. 

During morning, many petrels, a number of Brown-winged Jems and 
several «diearwater$ flew past mostly at some distance. 

All petrels still continue to be Wilson’s Petrel (O. oceanicus) as far as 
can be seen. There must be many thousands of this species in these waters 
and in the North Atlantic. I had not before realised what a common bird 
this petrel is. 

AfUtmon* Very many petrels still in our wake and scattered over sur¬ 
rounding sea; 30 to 40 always following us. One shearwater (P. pacificus 
one Tropic bird flew away at our approach and settled a^in; 
tail shorter than in White Tropic bird (P. 1 . lepturus) seen in Red Sea and 
bade barred black, evidently the Short-tailed Tropic-bird {Phaethon indicus). 
Several more shearwaters (P. pacificus hamiltofidi); two Brown-winged Terns 
and one rather large tern, with light grey mantle and yellow beak (sp. 
uncertain). Many petrels still in our wake. 

17.30 Hours, Two more Short-tailed Tropic birds (Phaethon indicus) 
crossed our bows, giving us a good view of them. 

18.15 Hours, Passed large and noisy concourse of sea birds, following 
large shoal of small fish. Large mackerel (sp.) also chasing the same shoal 
and a school of porpoises and/or dolphins appeared to be chasing the mackerel; 
sea birds, chiefly Brown-winged Terns ( 5 . anaetheta fuligula) a single Masked 
Booby and several shearwaters—all P. pacificus hamiUonii, uniformly dusky 
above and belotV. 


3t Tuesday. Arabian Sea. Lat. 13*37 N. Long. 53*37 L. 

About 40 miles N. of Socotra. Stiff breeze from S; sea rough, heavy 
monsoon swell; bright and sunny; visibility moderate. 

06,00 Hours. Two (pair ?) Short-tailed Tropic-birds circled close to ship; 
excellent view; disappeared south. 

08.30 to 00.15 Hours, One Tropic-bird, in distance. One (possibly two) 
Wilson’s Petrels crossing bows; no petrels in wake. Three or four Green- 
billed Shearwaters (P, pacificus hamiltonii) wheeling over swell, occasionally 
close to ship. 

This morning a new species of shearwater has appeared; very similar in 
size and colour to the Small Shearwater (P. puffinu.s) which we saw in the 
Western Mediterranean; this bird is rather small in size, lightish brown above 
and whitish below; it flew more rapidly and with less sailing and wheeling 
than the much larger Green-billed species. We are now about 40 to 50 miles 
N.W. of Socotra, so 1 imagine that this small shearwater must be connected 
with this Island. Five or six of them w'ere passed this morning, none close. 
I think they must be the local race of the Dusky Shearwater (Puffinus assitnilis 
haHloni). No other birds were seen until 11.55 hours )vhen a single Green¬ 
billed Shearwater passed. 

Between 17.30 and 19.00 Hours, when dusk set in, there were a few Green- 
billed Shearwaters, flying low over the waves, but no other birds; petrels were 
conspicuous by fheir absence. 

July 4, Wednesday, Arabian Sea. Lat. 15*45 N. Long. 57*17 E. 

Roughly 200 miles S. E. of Arabian coast; swell heavy but moderating; 
strong monsoon wind from S.W.; morning dull; visibility fair; later, bright 
and sunny. 

o6j>o to 08.00 Hours, Passed several dark-coloured shearwaters; all pre¬ 
sumably Green-billed (P, pacificus hamiltonii); one settled on the water; these 
shearwaters have rather long, squarish fails. 

08.30 to ii.oo Hours, Passed one Tropic-bird (P. sndicus) and several 
petrels (O. oceanicus) flying low over the swell ; none in wake. Many shear- 



610 JOURNAL, BOMBAY NATURAL HIST, SOCIMTY, VoU 46 


waters, generally solitary or in pairs, but one gathering of upwards of is, 
passed at 10*45 hours. In this group, majority were settM on water althcnigh 
it is still rather rough, others were flying on overhead, settling and getting up 
again. 

14.30 to 15.00 Hours, In addition to numerous shearwaters passed a 
Short-tailed Tropic-bird and 5 (2, 1, i, 1) Masked Boobies, all In adult plu¬ 
mage, Ashing by diving vertically from a height and disappearing completely 
under water. Some shearwaters appeared rather larger than others; one large 
one, passing close, could be seen to have flesh-coloured feet. Does the Pink¬ 
footed Shearwater (P. carneipes) ever come as far as west as this? 

15.30 Hours, Passed another large concourse of sea birds close to star¬ 
board, chasing a shoal of small fish which was also being chased by large 
mackerel (s»p.); 40 to 50 (ireen-billed Shearwaters, with which were a few of 
the slightly larger species which appeared also slightly lighter brown; there 
were also a pair of Brown-W'inged Terns and a pair of small shearwaters not 
seen before. These two shearwaters were strikingly black and white, very 
like the Manx Shearwater (Puffinus puffinus) in size and colour, the dark 
blackish upper parts contrasting very vividly with the white of the underparts; 
they were flying with the other shearwaters but kept together. We are now 
running roughly 225 to 250 miles from the Arabian coast. I think these must 
be the Persian Shearwater {Puffinus persicus)^ which answers to this description. 

16.05 Hours. Tw’o petrels (O. oceanicus) following our w^ake; passed three 
other birds—petrels or very small shearwaters—that are new to me, flying 
more or less together, close above the waves, at a little distance from the 
ship; somewhat like shearwaters of the Puffinus puffinus group but, wdiile 
underparts are white or whitish, mantle and upperparts generally are grey, 
with blackish primaries. They appeared to be either very small shearwaters 
or more probably petrels of some species. 

Shortly afterwards, we passed another of the same species and also numer¬ 
ous Green-billed Shearwaters. 

Between 16.45 17.00 Hours passed three Short-tailed Tropic-birds (P. 

indicus) one of which sat on the water until we were quite close ♦o it; as it 
rose and flew off, it gave us a splendid view; numerous Green-billed Shear¬ 
waters still present together with one or two petrels. 

17.30 Hours. Another Tropic-bird (P. indicus) passed, but shearwaters are 
now becoming very scarce as evening closes in ; sea has moderated and it is 
now bright and sunny with good visibility; breeze is strong from S.W. 

/mIv 5, Thursday. .Arabian Sea. Lat. 18*29 N. Long. 60*25 E. 

Roughly 200 miles from Arabian coast; swell moderate; breeze moderate 
from S. W. ; bright and sunny; visibility good. 

This morning we have passed into the territory of another species of petrel. 

Between 06.00 and 07.00 Hours, saw 15 of them, either singly or in pairs, 
flying close over the waves like Wilson’s Petrels, mostly at a little distance 
from ship. They are very similar in size to, but possibly a trifle smaller than, 
Wilson’s Petrel (O. oceanicus) and, like that bird, are sooty blackish-brown 
above with a white rump; but the indistinct pattern in (he wings is less dis¬ 
tinct in this species; ,the belly and abdomen are white and there is also a white 
lining to the wings; feet appear to be black and about the same length or 
possibly a trifle longer than the tail; tail is .square or possibly very slightly 
forked. I have not met this petrel before but it seems to be common in these 
waters. The only petrel mentioned by Stuart Baker in the Fauna of British 
India, Birds, Vol. VI, which it might be is the Dusky-vented Petrel (Fregatta 
tropica melanogastra). 

Many Green-billed Shearwaters are still present—but no other .shearwaters. 

At 06.40 Hours, passed a large concourse of these shearwaters (P. p, 
hamiltonii) ; more than I have ever seen together previously; there were well 
over 100 of them, either settled on the water or wheeling overhead, all in a 
large loose flock. 

08.00 Hours, passed a lone gull; apparently a Sooty or Aden Gull (L. 
hemprichit) in ittunature plumage. 

08.45 Hours, Three Short-tailed Tropic-birds (P. indicus) flew overs and 
Circled the ^ip for upwards of 5 minutes before dropping astern; they shd^ed 
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themselves off very well; short tails were very noticeable. Shortly afterwards 
another pair passed, so this species of Tropic-bird seems fairly plentiful in 
this area. A number of Dusky-vented Petrels (?) and Green-billed Shearwaters 
were in evidence throughout the morning but not a great many of either 
species. 

Between 15.00 and 16.15 Hours, passed 5 Dusky-vented Petrels (?), one 
of which ffew to and fro across our wake for upwards of 5 minutes. Several 
Green-billed Shearwaters, one Short-tailed Tropic-bird and live Masked Boobies 
{Sula dactylatra tnelanops)^ all in adult plumage, two together and the re¬ 
maining three solitary birds. Dusky-vented Petrels (F. tropica melanogastray) 
still fairly numerous, often in pairs but generally singly. We are now 
roughly 150 miles from Arabian coast; swell continues; with bright and 
moderately sunny sky. 

16.20 Hours, passed 4 Dusky-vented Petrels (?) flying more or less together; 
Green-billed Shearwaters are becoming scarcer ns we travel further north— 
possibly we are running out of their usual habitat. 

From 17.30 to 20.00 Hours (dusk) pas»sed one Short-tailed Tropic-bird, one 
Green-billed Shearwater and several (5 or 6) Dusky-vented Petrels (?). 

July 6, Friday. Arabian Sea. Lat. 21‘’23 N. l-ong. 03^42 W, 

Roughly 24 hours from Karachi; sea calm; swell moderate; light breeze 
from S.W. ; fine, fairly clear but sky inclined to be overcast. 

06.00 to 07.00 Hours. Bird-life very scarce, this early morning; no shear¬ 
waters; only one Dusky-vented Petrel (?) seen. 

07.45 Hours. Two Short-tailed Tropic-birds appeared and circled the ship, 
near or far, for nearly 15 minutes, before dropping astern. 

09.00 Hours, Masked Booby, flying N.E., overtook ship. This oird appear¬ 
ed to have more white on it, than usual, especially about the tail; tail coverts 
were white and only the end^ of the tail feathers were black, like the primaries; 
bill was bluish. 

09.40 Hours. Solitary Green-billed Shearwater crossed our bows; shortly 
afterwards a single Dusky-vented Petrel (?) appeared. Later two more Dusky- 
vented Petrels (?) were passed, but there are not so many of these petrels 
about today as there were yesterday. 

10.55 Hours. Pair of Short-tailed Tropic-birds flew over ship, calling loudly 
to one another, and then circled ship for 10 minutes or more. Call is 
monosyllabic and rather finch-like—not the type ol cry one would expect from 
a bird like the Tropic-bird. 

13.45 Hours. Two Green-billed Shearwaters and several petrels round bows; 
two of petrels were definitely the species tliat I have called Dusky-vented 
(F. t. melanogastra) and one was definitely a Wilson’s (O. oceanicus) while 
another was also, I think, of this species. The fifth was a slightly larger, 
grey petrel, of the same species recorded as having been seen at 16.05 hours 
on 4th July. This one was closer and could be seen much better; the under¬ 
parts were white, like the Dusky-vented Pe trels close to which it was flying, 
but the upper parts were mottled bluish grey, with dark primaries; head and 
hind neck were lighter grey; rump was pale grey or whitish and tail was 
blackish; feet were slightly longer than the tail. I think that this bird (and 
those seen on the 4th July) must l>e the White-faced Sturm or Frigate 
Petrel {Pelagodroma marina) which is known to occur further south in the 
Indian Ocean. 

13.30 to 15.00 Hours. Exceptionally few birds passed; only three Dusky- 
vented (F. t. melanogastra ?) and one Wilson's (O. oceanicus) noted. 

After 15.00 Hours more birds appeared. Two Green-billed Shearw’^aters, 
crossed our bows, followed by sewal petrels of which one was a Wilson’s 
and 3 or 4 were Dusky-vented (?). Then three more White-faced Petrels 
(Pelagodroma marma) appeared flying together to starboard. They are attrac¬ 
tive little petrels with, as far as one could see, flight and habits at sea similar 
to those of Wilson’s, with the exception that they flew straighter and more 
purposefully. 

15.40 Hours, A Masked Booby and a solitary Short-tailed Tropic-bird 
circled the ship, widefy, flying more or less in company. For some days we 
have had a small number of butterflies, moths and locusts with us. They 
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came aboard when we were in the Gull of Aden and are adU ,widi ae» thoi4gh 
the number of locusts (sQpie pink and otfaeia vello^ir) has dh^idbed. ^he 
locusts came aboard chiefly (if not entirely) at nijpt. 

16.00 Hours, Two Masked Boobies and one Trq)io«bird flying in our wake. 

16.10 Hours, A single Masked Booby came floating past, standing on a 
plank; it took to flight as it came amidships and ckded round* Alt tite 
boobies seen, during the last few days, have been in fullty adoljt plumage. 
3everal petrels both Wilson*s and Dusky-vented (?) crossed our bows between 
16.00 and 17.00 hours. 

17-45 ^0 19.00 Hours, Three Green-billed Shearwaters and one Short<»taUed 
Tropic-bird passed, all flying singly. The Mekran coast is now about soo 
miles away. 

July 7, Saturday, Arabian Sea. Lat. 24*47 N. Long. 66*32 W. 

Approaching Mekran coast and Karachi. Sea much calmer; slight swell; 
slight ripple from light breeze, from S.E.; sky overcast and cloudy, early 
morning, brighter later; warm and muggy. 

05.30 to 06.00 Hours, Roughly 70 miles from coast; Green-billed Shear¬ 
waters, very numerous; passed several hundreds, mostly flying but one flock 
of 12 and another 7 were resting, on the water, in compact groups. 

As soon as the birds in these flocks took wing, they scattered and flew 
away singly or in pairs; they did not fly in flocks, but seemed to h‘ke to rest 
in these formations. Petrels still numerous, but now ail appear to be 
Wilson's; we passed upwards of 50 in half an hour, mostly flyii^ singly or 
in pairs, but at one time there were seven skimming the water, close together. 

Soon after 06.00 Hours, two Masked Boobies sailed up from astern, 
overtook and inspected the ship and then dropped back again. 

06.15 Hours, A large skua (?) crossed our bows, at a little distance and 
proceeded on its course; it was a little larger and more heavily built than the 
Green-billed Shearwaters; dusky-brown above (like that shearwater but of a 
rather lighter ashy brown) below whitishr-not pure white but the brown of 
the sides fading into dirty white. I take this bird to be Richardson's Skua 
(Stercorarius parasiticus) but it is surprising that one should be in those waters 
early in July; presumably it was a non-breeding bird that had remained be¬ 
hind in its winter habitat. 

Between 06.00 and 06.45 Mours, Green-billed Shearwaters and Wilson's 
Petrels continued to be numerous—^but not as plentiful as they were earlier 
in the morning. After 06.45 Hours only an occasional shearwater and petrel 
was seen. 

At 07.00 Hours, a small shearwater crossed our bows, flying rapidly 
(/lose above the water with quick wing beats and short glides. It was blackish 
browm above and white beneath and was, I believe, another Persian Shearwater 
(Pufjinus persicus), 

07.45 Hours. Another Masked Booby flew up, inspected the ship and 
dropped astorn; a few Wilson's Petrels are still flying around. 

Between 08.30 and 09.05 Hours only one or two Wilson's Petrels were 
observed; other birds had disappeared. 

At 09.30 Hours an empty oil-drum was thrown over and floated away 
astern. This intrigued a Masked Booby, which flew up and inspected it for 
some minutes; then settled beside it and eventually flew up and settled on it 
and drifted away, out of sight, astern. The Masked Booby seems to be full 
of curiosity. 

Until 11.50 Hours, saw no further birds, with the exception of 4 or 5 
Wilson's Petrels, v'hich flew to and fro across our wake for over an hour. 
Land appeared, in a dust haze, about 11.45 bourt but could not be seen 
properly until we were passing within 15 miles of Monse Point. Bird-life 
was noticeably absent while we were coasting towards Karachi. Only one 
Wilson's Petrel was observed untU 13.10 hours when we passed two Sooty 
Gulls (L. h^mprichii) on the water; they flew away astem. 

At 13.15 Hours, when Karachi, had just become easily distuiguishable 
throu^ the dust haze, a pair of Laige Crested Sea Terns flew Inclose to 
the ship, and three smaller, greyish terns passed ahead of us. The Large 
Crested Sea Terns, in these waters, would be the local resident race, the 
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Mekran Larfe Crested Tern {Thalasseu^ hergii bakeri) but 1 could not identify 
the smaller grey terns* ImmWiately after seeing the terns, a single Wilson's 
Petrel, pasaed--^he last to be seen on this voyage. 

In Kara^i Harbour Sooty Gulls {Larus hempHchii) were very numerous, 
so also were the Large Crest^ Sea Terns (T. hergii bakeri) and the Little Tern 
{Sterna albifrons) which, at this time of the year, would be the local breeding 
race praetermissa, 

I was very interested to see, also, in this Harbour many Indian Heef* 
Herons {Demiegretta asha) mostly in the slate-grey phase; they were com¬ 
paratively tame and settl^ on the upper-works and rigging of the ships as 
well as beside the water; in the evening, they retired to a large clump of 
peepal trees in the dock area, where they appeared to be nesting. This is 
presumably the same colony as mentioned by Stuart Baker (page 353, Vol. VI, 
Birds), Fauna of British India Series. 

In the evening, as we lay at anchor, flock after flock of hundreds (if 
not thousands) or Indian Shags (Phalacrocorax fuscicollis) with possibly some 
Indian Cormorants (P. carbo sinensis), passed close over our mast-tops on 
their way to their feeding grounds in the shallow lagoons on the opposite 
side of the harbour—a fitting finale to a most interesting voyage. 


During the voyage, and while preparing this Diary for publication, frequent 
reference was made to the following books:— 

Birds of Canada ... ... Bv P. A. Taverner. 

Birds of the Ocean ... ... „ W. B. Alexander. 

Fauna of Birtish India. Birds ... ,, E. C. Stuart Baker. 

Handbook of British Birds ... ,, Witherby and others. 


REPTILES OF COCANADA. 

BY 

G ARTH U XDER WOOD. 

{JVHh two graphs,) 

The terrain consisted of a coastal strip of sand two to three 
miles in width. The water level was never more than about ten 
feet below the surface. Palms and cacti composed the principal 
vegetation, with patches of sparse grass. Inland was a zone of 
paddy fields; the mud was copious and vegetation plentiful. 

The reptiles examined were collected with the aid of the local 
villagers and came, as far as is known, wholly from the two types 
of country described. The accounts of the species encountered are 
given in so far as they supplement or contradict the accounts given 
by Smith in The Fauna of British India, (Reptilia), and Ed. Dimen¬ 
sions are all in millimetres. 

The following abbreviations are used to reduce the bulk of the 
account;— 

Temporals a + a and a+3, 8 spp,, means that 8 specimens were 
examin^ having a + a temporals on one side of the head, and 2+3 
on the other side. Owing to the docked tails, the total lengths of 
snakes are not always comparable; the body and tail lengths are 
indicated separately thus:— 

1,000 total length (b.750, t.250). 

The ventral and subcaudal counts are indicated by V and C. 
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Loricata. 

CrocodilttS palustris 

In Pittapur Raja’s College is the skelton of a Crocodilus palu-^ 
stris which wandered into the district. The writer was told that 
a few are sometimes washed down to the lower reaches by the 
Godavari river when it is in flood. It is not a normal inhabitant 
of the neighbourhood. 

Testudines. 

Trionychidae : 

Usissemys punctata 

This was the only Chelonian met with. Unfortunately the 
Godavari river w^as too far distant for any specimens to be obtained 
from it. ^ 

96 specimens were examined. 65 of these specimens possessed 
developed marginal bones. They were very variable. In ii 
individuals the relation of ist to 2nd marginals was different on 
the two sides. Taking the sides separately, in about three-quarters 
the I St marginal was larger than the 2nd. This includes about 
one-tenth of the total number in which the ist was much larger 
than the 2nd. In about one-eighth the ist and 2nd marginals were 
equal. In the remaining eighth the 1st was smaller than the 2nd. 
The number of separate ossifications visible varied from 6 on each 
side (2 spp. 150x120 and 230x185) to 12 on each side (i sp. 
190x150). One specimen had 3 on the left and 4 on the right 
(200x160). In 6 specimens no anal marginals were apparent, i 
specimen had no marginals at all with consequent curtailment of 
the posterior border of the carapace (115x105). 

The entoplastral callosity was alw^ays small, never absent. 
Assuming that plastron and entoplastral callosity are approximately 
elliptical then:— 

length X breadth of plastron 

length X breadth of entoplastral ( allosity 

gives the approximate ratio of area of plastron; area of 
entoplastral callosity. For specimens of over 160 mm. in length 
this ratio varied from 63.5 (Plastron 163x139, callosity 21x17) 
to 480 (Plastron 200 x i68, callosity 10x7). The F.B.J. illustration 
of a ‘moderate’ callosity gives a ratio of 20.5. 

In the young the skin on the costal plates was wrinkled, 
extracostally it was ropy; in a few cases the ropiness extended onto 
the costal plates. The smallest specimen in which the ropiness had 
been lost was 100x80; the largest in which it was retained was 
130X 100. 

The largest specimen encountered was 235 x 190 (Plastron 
253 X 192). 

All the specimens had small crescentic folds of horny skin, 4 
or 5 on the underside of the wrist, i on the underside of the tibial 
region. 

One specimen had clubbed feet with no claws. 

The colouration, although variable, showed certain consistencies. 
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The ground colour on the costal plates was dark olive, some 
times lighter and greyish, sometimes darker and greenish. The 
following black markings were usually present, sometimes fine, 
sometimes thick and heavy. On the neural plates starlike mark¬ 
ings consisting of short streaks and, when the whole was heavily 
marked, of triangles also. Running across the intercostal sutures 
short parallel streaks. On the costal plates between these streaks, 
spots or irregular reticulate markings or both. 

Extracostally the carapace was always lighter and yellower, 
often a brown colour, and bore spots or reticulations. 

The black markings varied in thickness, the heavy ones were 
usually associated with reticulate markings on the costal plates, 
the light ones with small spots. There were all gradations of 
<listtnctness of the markings. In about one-fifth of the specimens, 
these of all sizes, they vary from faint to absent. 

One large specimen showed a light pile-shaped band down each 
intercostal suture, there were no dark marks. Another of equal 
size and another smaller one showed the usual dark markings 
fading round the edges and these light bands appearing. The 
largest specimen (235 x 190) did not show this. 

In about equal numbers the young showed spots or reticulations. 
These reticulations bore no relation to the underlying costal plates; 
in about one-tenth of the adiSk these irregular reticulations 
persisted. 

In Iw'O specimens the ground colour was yellow-green, the 
smaller (105x95) with faint spots, the larger (145x125) devoid of 
markings, except on the head. 

The head normally possessed 3 parallel stripes on each side, the 
middle one of each set running back from behind the eye, the tw’O 
upper ones converged on the occiput and then diverged forwards 
between the eyes, the lower stripe was usually more or less wavy 
and varied greatly in length. Dorsally a median stripe ran back 
from behind the occiput. There were usually a few small marks 
around the snout, sometimes also the head was sprinkled generally 
with small irregular marks. 

There was considerable variation in these stripes. 

In about half the specimens the lower of the three parallel 
stripes was absent. In about one-third the upper stripes did not 
extend forwards between the eyes. In 4 specimens the upper 
stripes were double making 4 parallel stripes on each side. 

In about one-sixth of the specimens the median stripe was 
double, in about one-twelfth absent or broken up. 

Detailed measurements were made of the plastral callosities of 
31 specimens and their course of development noted. Only 3 
specimens of length less than 95 were examined. 

The smallest (65x50) had no callosities. In one of 80x70 the 
hypohyal callosities only were apparent. In another of the same 
■size the xiphiplastrals were also visible. All the larger specimens 
had the epiplastral callosities apparent. The .smallc.^^t in which the 

4 
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entoplastral callosity had begun to appear was 9$ x 80, tlie largest 
in which it had not appeared was 120 x 100. 

The epiplastrai callosities appear as more or less circulafi pa 
either side of the mid-line about 10 mm, apart (100 mm, specimen)*. 
Later at about 130 mm* extensions begin to appear on either side 
and at about 150 mm. the callosities have expanded to meet the 
anterior edge of the plastron. The ratio of maximum breadth to 
length is then about 1:2. The distance separating them may 
increase in large specimens. 

In the young the hypohyal callosities were relatively far from 
the border of the plastron and the inguinal pores lay 1-2 mm. out¬ 
side tlie border of the callosities. With increase in size the bone 
extends towards the edges of the plastron, passing round and 
enclosing the inguinal pore. The change takes place in specimens 
from about 110-130 in length. Eventually the callosity extends 
to within several mm. of the edge, or reaches it, by which 
time the inguinal pore may be 10-20 mm. inside the border. 
The smallest specimen in which the hypohyal callosities reached the 
edge was 185 x 150, the largest in which they were a few mm. 
from the edge was 200 x 170. The hypohyal callosities also develop 
forwards and tlie relative distance between them and the epiplastrai 
callosities diminishes with increase in size. 

The xiphiplastral callosities are more or less oval in the young 
and the iriner edges diverge anteriorly and posteriorly, they arc 
then about 5 rnm. apart. With growth in size they approach one 
another to a distance of, usually 2 mm. sometimes much less, they 
tend also to diverge less and to develop square ends. 

Those specimens which, from the development of the callosities, 
appeared to be tlie oldest had them well sunk below the general 
level; they also had a noticeable waist where the hypohyal callosities 
met the edges instead of the convex outline of the young. In 2 
well grown specimens the maximum width was at mid-body instead 
of on a line across the body passing just before the posterior 
piastral haps. 

The smallest specimen in which marginal bones had begun to 
appear was 100x85, the largest in which they were not apparent 
was 120x100. They start appearing from the outside inwards 
towards the mid-line. 

This turtle was common in the paddy fields, canals and ponds 
of the district. 

Only I was received with any water weed growing on it, this 
a filamentous alga on the soft skin around the base of the neck and 
forelimbs. 

It was observed that in water, water was constantly being 
pumped in and out through the nostrils, presumably so that it might 
be smelt or tasted. 

Some half dozen eggs were laid between the fourth week in 
October and the fourth week in December. Unfortunately all 
became addled and failed to develop. 
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SQUAMATA, 

Sauria. 

Gekkonklae. 

Heoildactylffs brooki. 

19 specimens were examined. 

Tfie variation in the number of labials was as in the F.B.f. 
The subdigital lamellae numbered 5 under the first digit, and 7 
(2 specimens 8) under the fourth. 

The colour ranged from very pale with no spots at all to brown 
with dark brown spots. 

Hemidactylms Irenatus. 

This gecko was uncommon here. Only 2 specimens were seen, 
one had a longitudinal band down the back with wavy edges. 

HemMactyliis lesctienaulti. 

This was much less common than H. brooki, 5 specimens were 
examined. The labials were as in the F.B.L The subdigital 
lamellae were 6 under the first and 9 under the fourth digit. The 
femoral pores varied from 12-15. 

There were undulating cross bars on the back and the tails of 
some had alternate dark and pink bands. 

Two eggs were laid by one in the last week of March. 


Agamidae. > 

Sitana pootkariaiia. 

This lizard was not common, probably due to the dampness. 
Only 2 specimens were seen, 

Calotes versicolor. 

This lizard was very common. 95 specimens were examined, 
86 d and 9 9 . 

The labials showed a wider range of variation, than given in 
the F.B.f. Taking each lip separately the counts were as follows: — 


No. of labials 

7 

8 

9 


11 


1 

! 

14 

Total counts 

, Upper ... 
No. of 1_ 

— 

— 


18 

79 

65 

8 

1 

172 

COOIltS f 

Lower ... 

1 

1 

1 1 

19 1 

i 

64 

1 

60 

19 

j 

1 

7 

— 

171 


Taking sides of the head separately the upper labials exceeded 
the lower in number as follows:— 


[0. of «pper) 

[0. oi lower) 

+ 4 ! 

+3 ^ 

+2 

-H 

0 j 

-1 

Total coutits 


1 

2 

36 

72 

1 

1 ^ 

i 

15 

171 
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In 35 out of 8s specimens the labials on the two sides agreed 
with one another^ in another 15 specimens there was a difference 
between the left and right but it was the same for upper and lower 
labials. 

The mid-body scale rows showed the following variation in 
numbers:— 


Mid-body 
scale rows 

38 

3 

0 

41 

42 

43 

1 44 

I 45 

1 

1 ^ 

1 1 

48 

Totals 


— 

i . i 

■i ‘i 

“j 


“j 

13 

1 

7 


F 

2 

1 

80 


1 

1 ... 

i 

2 

2 I 

2 

1 

!-i 

— 

j 1 


9 


There is in this case no clearly defined modal value but 85% 
of the d specimens fall within 41-46. 

The dorsal crest in the d was well developed. Counts were 
made from the first enlarged scale of the nuchal crest to the last 
of the dorsal crest. This last scale, although scarcely enlarged, 
was recognisable because it was at llie end of a vertebral series 
and beyond it on the tail were two rows on either side of the mid¬ 
dorsal line. 

The counts were as follows:— 


No. of scales 

46 j 

47 

48 

49 

[ 1 

50 j 51 

1 

53 54 

55 

1 

j 56 

57 

Total 

— 

5 I 9i 

' 12 1 10 1 

, 1 

27 { 5 

1 

1 

4 ! 3 

i 

[ 

1 

1 1 

1 

79 


Although the range of variation is large the modal value is 
clearly defined and this count may have some value. 

In the $ there was no distinct vertebral series of scales. 

In the adult d the cheeks were always well swollen. 

The 85 d examined ranged from 98 mm.-132 mm. The modal 
value was 121 mm. This was not very clearly defined however. 

In 41 d specimens with tail intact it varied in length from 
240 mm.-393 mm. The statistical correlation between body length 
and tail length was *40 which is not close. 

The relation between them is:— 

Tail length = i.3 x body length 4141 mm. 

The colour of $ specimens was brown with darker bands, there 
were two light dorso-lateral stripes and whitish spots where the 
transverse bands crossed the longitudinal stripes. The young were 
lighter in general colouring and the dorso-lateral stripes very 
clearly marked. In the adult d specimens these markings had 
vanished. There was generally a black band on the throat and 
also black on the legs. When excited the head and neck flushed 
red. 
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With regard to the egg laying season 4 $ were examined on 
August 19th and observations recorded as follows:— 

Body length. 

102 Oviducts empty, 15 eggs in ovaries, 4 mm. diam. 

do 17 do 3 mm. diam. 

&S Oviducts containing 14 eggs, 14x9 mm. 

96 do * 13 eggs, 12x6 mm. 

On August iith egg laying was observed and has been described 
in the Vol. 45, No. 2. 

Scincidae, 

Mabuya carinata. 

This skink was common, 16 specimens were examined. 

The shields of the head all agreed in having the supra-nasals 
separated from one another and also, in contradistinction to what 
the F.B.J. states to be the usual condition, the prefrontals separated. 
The anterior loreal ranged from considerably higher than the 
posterior loreal to just higher and from about 1/2 to 2/3 of its 
length. Mid-body scale rows number 30-32, dorsal scales 38-42 
and the lamellae under the 4th digit 14-16, nearly all 16. 

The largest specimen was body 103 mm., tail 165 mm. The 
tail length ranged from i .6 x body length in the largest specimen 
to 2.1 in a smaller one (Body 58, tail 120). 

Riopa albopunctata. 

37 specimens of this common skink were collected and are now 
in the Society’s collection. They were not thoroughly examined 
as regards squamation but colouration was noted. 

The back was bronze brown to a width of 8 scale rows, dimi¬ 
nishing to a width of 4 on the tail. At the base of each scale was 
a small darker spot. From the side of the neck on to the side of 
the body was spotted black and white, becoming indistinct past 
mid-body. The sides and underside of the tail bore small brown 
spots, one per scale. Some individuals had bright lemon yellow 
from the sides of the neck halfway to the groin. 

Juveniles differed slightly from this description. They were 
dark bluish bronze above with seven lighter lines from neck to base 
of tail; the outer pair started from the corners of the eyes. The 
tail was dark crimson lake. 

These lizards were found principally in damp situations under 
dead leaves. 

Riopa punctata. 

21 specimens were collected and are also in the Society’s 
collection. 

They had 4 rows of dark spots down the back, the dorso-lateral 
stripes from the canthus were well marked; on the sides, legs and 
base of tail were small brown spots which thinned out on the under¬ 
side. On the sides of the anterior half of the body were small 
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white spots. In the young the tail was bright vermilion^ with age 
the colour faded and the brown spots extended over the taiL The 
vermilion colouration persisted in individuals of as much as 70 
body length. 

This common skink was found principally in somewhat dryer 
situations than i?, albopunctafa. 

Serpentes. 

Typhlopidae. 

Typhlops braminiis. 

48 specimens were collected and are now in the Society’s 
collection. 

They were all light in colour. The scales were pale brown, 
'riie general colour appeared to be largely due to underlying organs 
which could be seen through the skin to move backwards and 
forwards with each inspiration and expiration. 

Smith mentions that Annandale’s var. areuicola “are pale buff 
in colour’* and “were found in sandy desert country’’. These 
specimens also lived in sand, so perhaps the light colour is adaptive. 

Boidae, 

Eryx conicus. 

II specimens were examined 6 d and 5 9 * 

The largest 6 was 480 total length (b.445 t.35); these arc the 
same measurements as given in tJie F.B.l. No full grown 9 
obtained, the largest was 487 total lenglli (b.455 t.32). The c? 
showed a range of tail length from 6|% to 8% of total length, 
the 9 from 5!% to t)f%. In both sexes the smallest specimen 
had the proportionately shortest tail. 

As regards head shields there were no aberrations. Scales across 
forehead 8-10, mostly 9, i sp. 10. Scales round eye 10-13; i sp., 
single eye 10; i sp., single eye 13; the two sides different 5 spp. 
Siipralabials 11-15; single side ii; single side 15. Maximum 
number of scale rows 42-52. 

V 158-175, 2 spp. 9 cf 160 outside F.B,L range. C 16-20, 
Anal always small between two smaller shields, the last ventral 
nearly always divided likewise into 3. i sp. 3rd subcaudal small, 
enclosed by 2nd and 4th. 

Colour varied from brown to light sandy; band down back 
broken into islands, always a darker brown, and sometimes reddish, 
sometimes edged with even deeper brown, wholly or partially edged 
with whitish or light sandy yellow. 

This snake appeared to be fairly common, all the specimens 
obtained were found by men digging in the course of roed con- 
structioh work. 

Eryx johai, 

7 specimens were examined 2 d and 5 9 • "The largest 
specimens of both sexes exceeded the F.B.J. maxima by a smalt 
amount, 895 total length (b.788 t.107), 9 ^01^1 length 
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(b«98o t.95). In the 2 d the tails were 12% and 14% of fotal 
iengthi in the 5 9 9 % to 12% of total length. 

As regards head shields there was little departure from the 
normal condition described in the F,B,L Scales across forehead 
6 or 7. Scales round eye 9-12 (F.B.I.. 10 or 11) i spr 9; i sp» 
single eye 12, Supralabials ti or 12. 

V 200<^2xi, C 30-38. Last I or 2 ventrals and anal always small 
between pair of small scales, the sets of 3 having same width as 
normal i-entrals. 

Colour of young quite distinctive. Salmon pink on back with 
indistinct dark cross bands which become distinct and black on tail. 
The cross bars first fade on anterior half of body. Belly spotted 
salmon pink and brown. 

With increase in size the salmon pink scales become edged with 
brown and eventually the whole back and belly is earthy brown 
with no trace of cross bars. Subcaudally it remains white and may 
also so remain ventrolaterally, although some spp. were brown all 
round. Scars sometimes showed a little pink. 

The tails of all the large specimens were scarred as though they 
had been bitten. The idea suggested itself that the tail serves to 
receive attacks intended for the head, which it resembles at first 
sight. 

It appeared to be fairly common. All the specimens were found 
in the same circumstances as E, c<micHS, 

It was very docile, no specimen ever attempted to bite. The 
only occasion on which one was observed to move rapidly was 
when taking a rat. 

The discovery of this species was a surprise for the nearest 
locality mentioneil by Smith is Lucknow (about 675 miles from 
Cocanada). Smith quotes Russell’s statement that “It is not 
uncommon in Bengal” and adds that “the regions to which he 
refers are well outside the area which it now inhabits”. 

Coluhridae, 

Plyas mucosus. 

18 specimens were examined, 8 d and 9 9- "Tbe largest d 
was 1955 total length (b. 1420 t.535). The largest 9 was 1845 
total length (b.1322 t.523). In the d d the tail length varied from 
26% to 28% of the total length, in the 9 9 3^%- 

Head shields; i sp. single loreal; i sp. 2 loreals, remainder 3 
loreals; i sp. left prefrontal divided giving appearance of 4 loreals; 
2 spp. lower left hand loreal met eye, in one also upper left temporal 
vertically divided. All other spp. temporals 2-f2. 

V d T94-202 9 6 d 117-124, 9 106-124. 

The individual ventral counts w^ere:— 


181 

185 


197 

197 

198 

199 

200 


202 

... j 

... 

196 1 

197 

198 1 
198 

109 

200 1 

201 1 



$ 




203 
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This gives the $ a little higher average. 

The vertebrals were all slightly enlarged. 

As regards scale rows there was generally a ring of 23^ a few 
rings of 2X» about a dozen of 19, 17 to about mid^body, a short 
length of x6, a ring or two of 15 and the remainder 14. The 17 
to 16 reduction was effected by the fusion of the vertebral row with 
one adjacent. In one specimen there was a drop from 17 to 15 
to 14. The 15 to 14 reduction being by fusion of the vertebral 
row with the row adjacent. Another specimen dropped 17, 16, 15 
a long stretch of 13, 2 rings of 12, 2 rings of 13 and 3 rings of 14. 
The point of fusion of the vertebral row with the row adjacent may 
evidently move. 

The colour varied from light sandy yellow to such a dark colour 
that the bands could scarcely be distinguished. The belly was 
generally yellow. 

From a 9 ^695 total length (b.1260 t.43S + ) 8 eggs were taken 
on January 25th. They measured 53x15—56x18. No embryos 
were visible. This snake was common. 

Ahaetulla tristis. 

8 specimens were examined, 4 d‘ and 4 9» The largest d 
was 910 total length {b.605 t.305) the largest 9 (^-855 t.325). 

The head shields were normal with a few minor exceptions. 

I sp. small scale between anterior temporals, lower postocular and 
supralabials 6 and 7. i sp. small scale between 4 temporals on left 
hand side, i sp. supralabials 5 and 6 united. 

Contrary to the list of common characters for the genus given in 
the F.jB. J. the enlarged vertebral scales did not originate by the fusion 
of two rows on the neck. There was a single vertebral row straight 
back from the parietals. 

V i 83-»88 (6 spp.) C 134-140 (4 spp.) 

Scale rows generally a few rings of 17, about half the body 
length of 15, a few rings of 13, and the remainder ii. One 9 » 
V188, had the last 45 rings 9. In another 9 V188, the last 7 
rings numbered xi, 10, 9, ii, ix, xx, xi. 

The colour was purplish brown above, a pale yellowish below. 
The black temporal stripe was not conspicuous, vertebral scales on 
the neck pale yellow, a median spot of the same colour on the 
parietals. 

This snake appeared to be fairly common. 

Natrix piscator. 

20 grown specimens were examined and two batches of hatch¬ 
lings, one of X3 and one of 17. The largest <S measured 880 total 
length (b.6oo, t.280) and the largest 9 ^030 (b.770, t.260). The 
tail len^h of 9 9 varied from 23% to 37’% of the total length and 
from 2^% to 42% in the 6 6* In the matter of scale characters 
the second batch of hatchlings, 17, showed so many irregularities 
that they will be described separately. 

Head shields. Temporals 2 + 2, 16 spp.; 2 + 3, 5 spp.; 2 + 2 
and 3 + 3, X sp.; 2 + 2 and 3 + 2, i sp., the last two both owing to- 
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division of a ist upper temporal. 4 infralabials in contact with the 
anterior genial on one side, 3 spp.; left infralabials 8 and 9 united, 
right 9 and xo united, x sp.; 2 postoculars, 1 sp.; 2 postoculars one 
side only, i sp.; 4 postoculars one side only, i sp. 

I specimen had very abnormal head shields. On the right 
supralabials 3-8 were fused with one another, and the lower post* 
ocular was fused with the lower temporal and supralabials 6 and 7. 
The left infralabials had a small cuneiform scale between the 3rd 
and 4th. 

There was a distinct difference in the ventral counts of the sexes. 

c? V 134-141 9 V 146-156 

In the case of the first batch of hatchlings there was a difference 
in the subcaudal counts also. 

d V 136-139 C 89-93 (5 spp.) 

9 V 146-152 C 7^83 (8 spp.) 

There were a few irregularities of the ventral scales, ist V 
divided, 2 spp.; 2nd V divided, i sp.; 2nd and last V divided, i sp. 
V X32, 133 and 135 divided i sp.; last V broken up and some parts 
fused with adjacent shields, i sp. 

As regards scale rows there was generally a ring of 25, a few 
rings of 21, a long stretch of 19 to past mid-body, 17 to anus. 

The colouration was rather variable. The subocular and 
postocular streaks were always present, sometimes the postocular 
one continued past the corner of the mouth. The two parietal spots 
were always present except in one specimen with the left-hand one 
missing. The majority of specimens had 7 rows of spots, some 6 
and a smaller number 6 on the neck and 7 on the body. The 
general ground colour was olive with a different colour between the 
spots which ranged from whitish, grey, sepia, brown, greenish 
yellow to red or pink, and which sometimes displaced the olive 
colour from the body. 

As regards colouration of the hatchlings all had 6 rows of black 
spots. 

The first batch fell into 2 groups in the matter of a number of 
colour characters. Group A, i d ♦ 7 9 ; gT^oup B 4 d i 9 • Head, 
A dark olive, B light olive; back, A olive, B yellow* green; 2 parietal 
spots and a spot on the occiput, A white, B yellow; on each side 
behind each set of 3 black spots, A 2 red spots, B 2 pale red spots. 
This appears to be a case of partial sex-linkage of genes having 
a general effect on development of pigments. 

The distribution of other colour characters in the two batches 
suggested that the following are genetically determined: presence 
or absence of: a black ring round parietal and occipital spots—dark 
stripes on sides of neck—dark band across occiput—yellow patches 
on sides of neck—^yellow belly—small light spot above upper black 
spot on each side. 

On February iith, one snake laid 19 eggs during the night, 
they hatched out in from 5X-52J days. On February* 16th, another 
snake laid 31 eggs during the night, they hatched out in from 37 
to 38 days. 
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The eggs measured 27 x 17— 2$ x 15 mm* When laid 
contained fairly well advanced embryos. 

The hatchlings measured 154-195 total length. 

The second batch of hatchlings showed many irregularities. 

The internasals were divided obliquely, 2 spp.> incompletely 
divided obliquely 2 spp. 7'emporals 2 + 2, 15 spp.; 24*3, i sp.; 
2-f I, I sp. 4 infralabials meet anterior genials, 14 spp. 2 post- 
oculars I sp.; on one side only i sp. Supralabials 9, 1 sp.; 8 on 
one side 2 spp. in one of these 5th divided giving appearance of 
subocular. 

V a 132-142 (13 spp.) 9 145-J47 (4 spp-) C 71-84. 

There were a great many irregularities of the ventrals. The 
irregularities consisted of, divided ventrals, intercalated shields half 
normal width, enlargement of one shield at the expense of its 

neighbours and intercalation of small scales between others. Only 
3 spp. were quite normal. 

The ventrals of which irregularities occur are tabulated opposite. 
X indicates an irregularity. Some of the tails also showed irregular¬ 
ities, consisting in that the shields were in opposite pairs instead 
of alternately, or a series of cuneiform scales between the normal 
ones. In 4 spp. the following stretches were irregular 1-5, 16-25, 
64-70, 75-80 respectively. 

The umbilical scar covered 3 ventral shields and varied in 

position from 99-101 in a sp. V 132 to 128-130 in a sp. V 146. 

Unfortunately it was not knowm which 9 l‘^'d the eggs, con¬ 

sequently not so much genetical information can be deduced from 
the batches as might have been the case. 

The differences in the subcaudal counts of the sexes in the first 
batch may be due to sex-limited differences in tail length or, perhaps, 
to the fact that a w'cll marked sexual difference in ventral counts 
would give an incidental difference in subcaudal counts if there were 
no great variation in total vertebral number. Asymmetry of shields 
may be due to coiling of embryos exerting* a mechanical effect on 
development. 

Natrix stolata. 

9 srpecimens were examined. The largest d was 495 total 
length (b.361, t.134) the largest 9 5^2 total length (b.379, t.213). 

There were many irregularities of the head shields. 3rd and 
4th supralabials fused on one side, i sp.; 7 supralabials, 2 spp., 
on one side only i sp., in which 3rd and 4th meet eye; 4th and stH 
supralabials only met eye i sp. ; 4 infralabials met anterior genial, 

I sp.; 6 infralabials on one side met anterior genial, i sp.; 
temporals 1+2, 3 spp.; 1 + 14-3, 2 spp.; 1+2 upper shield divided 
1 sp.; 1 + 3 upper shield divided, i sp. 

V 143-151 C 67-90. 

1st V divided and half shield between V’s 145 & 146, i sp. 

The colouration was fairly constant. Olive greenish above 
with black cross bands intersected by longitudinal buff stripes, at 
the intersections white spots, these are more pronounced and black 
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bands less pronounced on the neck. Sides of ventral shields 
normally have scattered small black spots. Top of head olive^ 
shields sometimes edged with black. Lips pre- and post*oculars and 
sides of neck usually yel]ow» sometimes all yellow is absent. 

Five specimens were caught within a few yards of one another 
outside the cook house. When they were brought to the writer 
4 were dead and i alive. When they were examined it was found 
that the live d was copulating with a dead 9 • It resented attempts 
to separate them. 

^ eggs were laid on February ist, they hatched in 41 days. 
They measured 24x12—21x11. 

Atretium schistosum. 

15 specimens were examined, 14 9 and i d • The largest 9 
measured 845 total length (b.677, t.i63<f broken). This is larger 
than the F.BJ, record of 800 total length (b.6is, t.i8s). 

The head shields were variable. 3 postoculars 6 spp.; 3 and 2, 
3 spp.; 2, 4 spp. Supraoculars divided giving appearance of 2 
preoculars 2 spp. Temporals 2 + 2, 8 spp.; 2 + 3 and 2 + 2, 3 spp.; 

2 + 3, I sp.; 24-2 and 24-1, i sp.; 2 + 2 and 2 + 1 (upper temporal 
fused with parietal) i sp.; 2 + 2 and 3+1, i sp. Supralabials 9, 
12 spp.; 8 on left 3rd and 4th meet eye, 10 on right 5th and 6th 
meet eye, i sp. Infralabials 5 meet anterior genials, 8 spp.; 4 
meet them, 3 spp. 

V d 144 (» sp.) $ 150-159 (*4 spp.) C 6^71 (s spp.) 

10 out of 15 tails were docked. 

The scale rows generally ran i ring of 23, i or 2 of 21, 19 to 
mid-body, 17 to anus. 

The colouration was generally olive. 2 spp. were slaty grey 
with grey eyes. There was generally a dark line on the back on 
rows 7 and 8. A dark streak runs back from the eye on to rows 

3 and 4 on the neck, sometimes followed by another streak on 
rows 2 and 3. A dark lateral streak between rows i and 2 from 
the middle of the body back was sometimes present. Most showed 
a light lateral line on row 3. A red line down the side on rows 4 
and 5 presen! in 2 spp. tl^e Bps and under surfaces yellow. 

One specimen, body 498, contained 5 eggs in one oviduct 7 in 
the other on December 26th. 

Two specimens (bodies 633 and 677) laid 76 eggs between them 
in one night on January 15th. One specimen (body 677) laid 24 
eggs January 30th. 

The eggs measured 23x18—21x15. No embryo was visible. 
Unfortunately all the eggs became addled before hatching but one 
contained a nearly finished embryo after 78 days. 

In the stomachs of 2 specimens crabs were found. Not one was 
observed to eat frogs in captivity. This snake was very common 
in the paddy fields. 

Lycodon travaneoriciis. 

This snake did not appear to be common. Only four specimens 
were obtained, all were aberrant, 3 d and t 9 • Owing to the 
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aberrations the specimens will be described separately, lettered 
Bf C$ (3d) © (.$][• 

In all 4 the anterior nasal is larger than the posterior (F.BJ. 
^subequal’). A, B and C have anal divided {F.B.L 'anal single’) D 
anal single. A loreals just fail to meet, C and D loreals are in good 
contact with the internasals. Temporals A 2 + 3 and 3 + 3, B 
2 + 3 > C 2 + 4, D 2 + 3. 

A,V 188 C 70; B,V 164 C 67; C,V 180 C 67; D,V 183 C 49 

The colouration agreed fairly well in the specimens. Ground 
colour purplish brown; 20-23 yellow bands on back two rings wide, 
shrink and become spots towards anus. Each yellow scale spotted 
with dark brown. 8-10 dorsal spots on tail, the last few were just 
distinguishable yellow marks. Head purplish brown above. Upper 
lips yellowish, hrst 7 or 8 supralabials have brown centres diminish¬ 
ing to a spot on the 8th. From the 6th and 7th backwards a dark 
brown band crosses the upper half of each labial. The yellow on 
the lips runs back as a speckled yellow band to join the first trans¬ 
verse band. Scale row i edged with yellow some scales in other 
rows edged yellow forming triangular expansions of cross bands. 

Lycodon striatus. 

Only 3 specimens were obtained. 

V 152, 165 and 172. The count of 172 exceeds that given in 
the F.BJ. for south of 20* North. C 42, 46 and 41 respectively. 

The head shields were all normal, all the specimens had 
temporals 2 + 3. 

The 3 spp. agreed closely in colour. They were pure black with 
white spots on the back. The centres of the white spots were 
yellow on vertebral and adjacent rows on anterior half of body, the 
white spots expand laterally as white flecked triangles. There 
was no bar on the nape. 

Dryophis nasutus. 

3 specimens were examined. 

Temporals variable, 2 + 2, 1 sp.; 1+3 and 1+2, i sp.; 3 + 2 first 
upper divided, j sp. Presuboculars 2, i sp.; 1, 2 spp. 

In the F.B./. 15; 15:13 rows are given as a common character 
for the genus. 2 spp. had 13 rows followed by 28 rings of ii, 
followed in i sp. by 11 rings of 10, in the other by 44 rings of 10. 

V 180, 197 199 C 146, 170 154. 

The colour was consistent for these and other specimens. 

Verdant green above, oblique black and white stripes on inter¬ 
stitial skin of anterior half of neck, pale green below, yellow line 
along keeled edge of ventrals. Lips yellow or yellowish. 

Boiga trlgonata. 

Several specimens were sten but none were examined. It 
appeared to be moderately common. 
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Certeriis rhynchops. 

3 specimens were examined. The krger $ 9*3 total 

length (b.778, t.{45-f broken) the <f was 768 (b.612, t.is6}. 

There were 3 suboculars and 9 supralabials, the last 3 hori^ 
zontally divided. 

V9 145, 143 c? ISO C9 (broken), 53^63. 

The scale rows ran 25, 23, 21, 19, 17. 

The colour was dirty olive above with black bands on belly. 
Dark bands on back were only just perceptible. 

On August 14 a specimen gave birth to young, which escaped 
from a cage not constructed to hold them. Three were recovered, 
they were coloured as follows: olive above, black cross-bars, 
anterior few not full width, others irregular and mixed with some 
black spots; black streak through eye onto side of neck; lips and 
belly white, black transverse bands on belly merging to form a 
more or less distinct median line down belly. 

This snake was fairly common in the Godavari estuary. 

Elapidae. 

Naja naja. 

The local people said that the cobra is found in the district but 
that it is not killed because it is held as sacred. This is probably 
why no specimens were obtained. 

Bungarus caenileus. 

There is a specimen obtained locally in Pittapur Raja’s College. 
However all the “katla pambu” (Telugu name for krait) brought 
by the villagers were Lycodons. 

Viperidae, 

Vipera rusaelli. 

3 specimens were examined. The largest was 1178 total 
length (b.97S, t. 203). 

Round eye 12 or 13 scales, across tip of snout 2 or 3 scales, 
between supraoculars 7 scales, supralabials 10 or ii, 3 rows between 
them and eye. 

In the middle part of the body were small scattered spots 
between the large dorsal and lateral markings, below the lateral 
markings were irregular brown marks on rows i to 3. There were 
numerous semilunar spots on the ventral shields of the anterior 
half of the body. 



FIELD NOTES ON THE MAMMALS OF SOUTH 
TINNEVELLY, SOUTH INDIA. * 


BY 

C. G. Webb-Peploe. 

{With one plate.) 

Tinnevelly is the most southerly district in the Madras Presi¬ 
dency. It is bounded on the east and south-east by the sea, on the 
west and south-west by the Western Ghats and Travancore State, 
and on the north by the plain of the Ramnad District. Through 
the centre of the district from west to east runs the Tampraparni 
River. There are a few lowish hills here and there in the plain 
but for the most part it is entirely level. 

The following notes have been written from obsen^ations 
recorded during the past twenty years, chiefly in an area in the 
south of the district near the small village of Dohnavur (thirty 
miles from the sea to cast and south, and two miles from the foot 
of the Western Ghats), and in the forest round an estate in the 
adjacent mountains, nine miles away, called Naraikkadu. 

The country round Dohnavur is composed of comparatively 
unfertile sandy land covered with palmyra palms, interspersed with 
large channel-fed irrigation tanks and their attendant paddy-lands. 
The average rainfall is about 35 inches, and this decreases as you 
move eastwards. 

The estate of Naraikkadu is set in evergreen forest at a height 
of 2500-3000 feet. On both sides of the valley mountains rise to 
well over 5000 feet. On the tablelands above are large areas of 
grass with the clearly-defined strobilanthes-bordered sholas, typical 
of the South Indian mountains. The slope of the hills is very steep, 
rising more or less straight up from the plains. The rainfall in 
this estate averages 115 inches a year, and it is probably considerably 
more on the mountain tops. Between these two biotopes is a fairly 
narrow strip of foothills where the cultivated lands give way to low 
grass-covered hills with single deciduous trees standing here and 
there, except in the water courses which are more thickly clad. 

In the community centred in Dohnavur there are many keen 
students of natural history, and boys and girls in our schools grow 
up to love all wild life and to protect it. Some of them have become 
reliable observers, and to them I owe much in the compiling of the 
details of these notes. 


Primates. 

1« Utm-tAiled Monkey. Macaca silenus. Tam. Arakkan. 

Found in evergreen forest, local, but not uncommon. Seen in 
troops of about twenty* They make a kind of subdued grunt, and 
also a* sound like a loud pigeon's *Coo\ Sn>all babies (seen 
regularly in September) have a high-pitched squeal. These monkeys 
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move about the forest in a much more leisurely way than the Brown 
Monkey or the Nilgiri Langur. Though quite capable of leaping 
from tree to tree we have noticed that they prefer to climb slowly 
along the branches, often standing motiodess rather than sitting 
down when they stop. They are more nervous and shy of man 
than the other two species, though both these will keep out of the 
way when the Lion-tailed Monkey is about. Once several were 
seen climbing slowly down one tree and walking along the ground 
to the next tree. This they climbed, investigated and came down 
to earth to repeat the process all in their usual deliberate way. 

2 . Bonnet Macaque Macaca radiata. Tam. Kutangu. 

Common in evergreen forest and also found, semi-domesticated, 
by some Hindu temples and in certain well-wo<^ed villages on the 
plains. They are seen at times on rocky upper mountain slopes 
and do not seem to object to the ground as much as Nos i and 3. 
They prefer trees, however, travelling in large parties, and are very 
active. They are inquisitive, and if there is something in the forest 
which they do not understand they will come closer and closer to 
find out about it. One mother was observed with two very small 
babies clinging to her. How they managed when older it is difficult 
to imagine. We once kept one of these monkeys as a pet, but 
their temper is unreliable, and they are not very satisfactory where 
children are about. 

3 . Nilgiri Langur. Kus: johiii, Tam. Karu-manthi, 

The commonest of the three monkeys in our evergreen forests, 
ranging from about 2000 feet to the tops of the mountains wherever 
there is shola. They travel in family parties of twenty to thirty. 
Their ‘whooping* cry carries a long way and is often heard. They 
are bold, and quite often will run along the roof of a house and 
leap olf onto a tree at the far end if it is the shortest route to their 
destination. Their acrobatic jumps are mar\^ellous and they seldom 
seem to look before they leap. In spite of this only twice have we 
seen them fall to the ground, and they soon recovered and were up 
and away again. They have a strange way of rushing headlong 
through the trees and then suddenly they stop, sit down, pick a 
few leaves and begin to eat as if they had never been moving at all, 
reminding one of the children’s game of ‘steps’. A troop spends 
the night in trees near one of our houses and sometimes the 
angry ‘barking’ alarm note is heard which presumably means one 
of the larger cats is passing below\ Once we went to investigate 
and by the light of a torch saw three monkeys on the topmost 
climbable branches of the tree, far above where they usually sleep. 
They made no noise however because of our torch, for I suppose 
they knew that the greater danger had passed. Quite small young 
have been seen both in June and September. On one occasion in 
June I found a very sick mother monkey on a large rock in the 
river bed. Its tiny baby lost its hold of the mother and slid half 
way down the rock to a ledge. The mother was too ill to reach it 
<she died next day), so I went very slowly towards it, so as not 
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unduly to disturb the large monkey, picked the baby up and took 
it liome. it drank milk from a teaspoon and slept on its side, with 
its head bent back at a rightangle, in a small basket. Next day 
a large Nilgiri Langur was in a tree nearby, so we put the baby 
low down on a branch and very soon the big one came down and 
carried it away to safety. 

About a hundred yards in front of one of our forest houses is a 
^monkey bridge,* part of a regular road through the trees used by 
monkeys and the forest squirrels. It is in full view of our front 
verandah, and frequently they will pause for a rest on it. Occa¬ 
sionally two kinds will meet on the bridge. The Bonnet Monkey 
and Nilgiri Langur pass peacefully and go their ways, but both 
disappear when the Lion-tailed Monkey is in the vicinity. 

4. Qrey Langur. Semnopithecus entellus. Tam. Vellai manthi. 

Fairly common along the foothills on rocky spurs that jut out 
into the plains and among the great rock faces that lie amidst 
scrub-jungle below the evergreen belt. A troop of forty to fifty 
was seen recently. When jumping they hold the tail straight out 
behind with a slight curve up at the end. Though they prefer 
rocks, unscalable to anything but themselves, they can take to trees 
if need be. Their cry is quite distinct from the other three monkeys, 
nearest to that of the Nilgiri Langur in tone. 

5 . Slender Loris. Loris tardigradus. 'fam. ThUvangu, 

Not uncommon, but seldom seen as it is nocturnal. Its cry is 
almost human, like a baby crying. It has been found in evergreen 
forest at 2500 feet, and one was found near sea-level in scrub-jungle 
on top of an Acacia planijrons. We have kept several as pets. 
They were fed chiefly on grasshoppers and other insects. 

Cats. 

6. Tiger. Panthera tigris. Tam. Puli (in books), Kaduvay 

(colloquially). 

Occasionally seen, and its pug-marks are often met with, from 
the foothills upwards. On June 13 last one was met on the main 
path below our forest house in broad daylight. It was neither 
angry nor afraid, and quietly faded into the jungle. But it no 
doubt prefers to move by night. It does very little damage to the 
local cattle, probably due to the abundance of sambar in the forests. 
After writing this last sentence, however, I hear that a tiger a few 
days ago killed one of the scrub cattle which are driven out daily 
to graze at the foothills. It was seen by one of our men just beside 
the forest boundary which adjoins a piece of land belonging to us 
at the foot of the mountains. Twice in the past thirty years a 
tiger has wandered out onto the plains, in one case it walk^ through 
our compound at night. On December 15, 1942, some men were 
sheltering from heavy rain in a small hut at the foot of the hills. 
A sambar doe came past pursued by two tiger cubs about 3 feet 
long. When the cubs saw the men, they stopped, which enabled 
the deer to escape. In front of the hut was a long sloping rock 
5 
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on which the two cubs then lay down and washed themselves just 
like a domestic cat. They next began to play about, and one took 
a running jump to climb up a palmyra tree but fell off from a 
considerable height. It didn’t, however, hurt itself. None of the 
men had a gun so the two cubs finally went off unharmed. A small 
child once met a tiger cub face to face in our forest estate; and on 
another occasion some of our children saw a mother and cubs 
playing. We have proved that if we do not harm them they do 
not harm us. 

7 . Leopard, Panthem pardus. Tam. Sirutthai, Puli (colloquially). 

Though not often seen, its sawing cry has many times been 
heard from our houses in the forest. Coolies carrying supplies up 
from the plains have met it on the paths. On 8-3-43 daylight 
a pair of half-grown cubs came within a few yards of the house, but 
soon melted into the forest when someone saw them and called 
others to come and look. 

8, Jungle Cat, Felis chaus. Tam. Kdtiu poonai. 

Common around and in our compound and in the foothills but 
not in evergreen jungle. It is very long in the leg and larger than 
a domestic cal. It brings forth its young on top of the Celotex 
‘ceiling’ that we have in our houses. These have been found in 
the months of May and November. Four are the most that have 
been found at one time. It usually leaves the house just after dusk 
and returns before sunrise. A mother cat once tried to retrieve 
her young one that was sleeping on the floor beside a boy who was 
keeping it. She gave everyone a good fright but failed to get it 
back. Though it grew up a most attractive pet and was compa¬ 
ratively tame, it was always roused to fury by a sandalled-foot; 
for what reason I do not know, it would spit and strike sideways 
at it with its right front paw. This jungle kitten when nearly 
full-grown was taken to the forest and turned loose, as, in those 
days, we thought mistakenly that they lived there, but within a few 
weeks it found its way back to our compound to the one whose pet 
it was. 

Another wild kitten that was very thin and sickly (perhaps it 
had lost its mother) gradually became friendly but never wholly lost 
its wild ways. One day it had a fight with a toy dog, and another 
time, objecting to a toy Koala Bear it removed it someway down 
the road. It finally became a nuisance and had to be transported 
to some foothills nearby, from which it did not return. 

9» Leopard Cat. Prionailurus hengalensis. 

I have never seen this and am not certain whether it is found 
in our forests or not. 

10, Rusty Spotted Cat. Prionailurus rubiginosa. 

This is considerably smaller than the Jungle Cat, and has clearer 
markings on the bead. One frequented a house, set in low foot¬ 
hills and surrounded by scrub jungle, in which some of our children 
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live. It was often seen going in and out of the roof. It is a 
lonely place with no other houses near. 

Civets. 

11, Lairge Malabar Civet. Moschothera civettlna. 

This also is doubtful, though it is very likely to be found on the 
mountains as most of our fauna conform to that on the Travancore 
side. 


12. Small Indian Civet. Viverricula indica, Tam. Punuhu^ 
It is common in the evergreen forest at 2500 feet and is found 

also in the foothills deciduous area. As it is nocturnal it is not 
often seen, but its droppings are found everywhere on rocks and 
forest paths. It is very partial to the fruit of Caryota urens (Kitul 
palm). 

13 . Indian Palm Civet. Paradoxurus hermaphroditus• Tam. 

Mara Nay, 

It lives in the roofs of houses on the plains and goes out at 
night. I saw one in the middle of the night recently, by the 
entrance to one of our pigeon cotes. The small door into the cote 
was shut but it was standing on the landing step used by the pigeons. 
Its long bushy tail hung straight down. I was able to get a very 
close view of it by the light of a torch. Only when we tried to 
touch it did it jump down and run away. Another, which had 
entered a pigeon-cote and killed some pigeons, was shot on the 
night of 24-11-46. It eats fruit and is very fond of banyan fruit. 
Men who hunt them find them by watching banyan trees in full fruit. 
It also takes small birds, though its main diet is vegetarian. 

14. Brown Palm Civet, Paradoxurus jerdoni, Tam. Mara Nay. 
The forest equivalent of the last. It is more grizzled in colour 

than the plains’ Palm Civet. On 24-9-41 one was seen on the 
branch of a tall forest tree. It allowed many of us to come and 
see it most clearly, as it lay resting its head on its two front paws 
stretched out along a horizontal branch. It looked down at us 
quite unafraid, remaining in this position for the best part of 
half an hour. Only when a man had climbed half way up the tree 
did it rise and move on. It swarmed up the perpendicular trunk 
like a cat, walked to the utmost extremity of a branch and slowly 
reached out to a branch in the next tree while holding on with its 
back legs to the first tree. It was later seen several times eating 
the fruit of Fragraea obovata in a ravine near one of our houses. This 
Palm Civet brings forth its young, usually two, in hollow trees. 
A young one of about two months old was found dead on a forest 
path on 1-10-46. 

Mungooses. 

15 . Common Indian Mongoose. Herpesies edwardsn, Tam. Keeri 

pUlai. 

Common everywhere in and around our compound and at the 
foothills. They live in holes in the ground under our firewood 
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stare, and their young, usually two though sometimes as many as 
four, have been found in the roofs of houses and in empty boxes 
in our wood store. They come out about half an hour brforc dusk 
and are mostly nocturnal, though they are not infrequently seen 
in the daytime when the compound is quiet. On moonlight nights 
family parties have been seen out foraging, moving along in single 
file head to tail. They have a way of suddenly stopping, and sit^ 
ting up on their hind legs to survey the scene, which is most 
engaging. We have often kept them as pets. They are very clean. 
They have a strange habit of trying to run in and out between your 
feet as you walk along, which makes progress rather slow! 1 hey 

eat rats and mice, as well as snakes and lizards, and sometimes 
win even catch a hare. 

16« Long*tailed Mongoose. Herpestes smithii. 

This has the tip of the tail jet black whereas the Common 
Mongoose has it ochre-coloured. I have only once seen it, In rocky 
foothills type of country, and its range extends up the hills into the 
evergreen belt. 

17, Nllgiri Brown Mongoose, Herpestes fuscus. 

Common in our evergreen forest at 2500'. Seen moving about 
in the daytime. It comes regularly to the kitchen after dark for 
bones from the rubbish pit. I had a splendid view of it one night 
in September 1945. It was lying in a tangle of low bushes beside 
a bare slope below the kitchen. A round hole showed its way in 
and out. As I was waiting in the moonlight it came out. I turned 
on the torch, at which it looked and sniffed for a moment, then, 
quite unperturbed, it went on foraging round on the open slope 
only a few feet from where I was standing. I watched it in this 
way for several minutes. It was of a very dark brown colour and 
as it moved in the light there appeared a dark chestnut tinge about it. 

18, Stripe-necked Mongoose, Herpestes vitticollis. 

One was killed by a dog on an estate about twenty miles north 
of us. The chestnut coat and black streaks on the neck make the 
identification easy. It is the largest of the four mongooses and its 
habitat is evergreen forest up to the tops of the mountains. 

19, Indian Marten. Charronia gwatkinsi. 

An animal which almost certainly must be this has several times 
been seen clearly in trees in the sholas at the top of the mountains 
at about 5000 feet. 

Dog Tribe. 

20 , Asiatic Jackal, Cants aureus Tam. Nari. 

Common throughout the plains and foothills. Lies up in cover 
during the day and roams about at night. In February 1946 a 
litter of five cubs was found on the top of the mud>wall bordering 
a betel-vine grove two miles north of our compouitd. One of our 
youi^ men who went to see them heard the mother bark ai she 




2, Indian Fox ( Vulpes hgngalensis,) 
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is long, to see it gracefully bounding over obstructions or < running 
dat out for a short distance as if pursuing something, is a beautiful 
sight. When called to come back to its large cage it sometimes 
behaves like a spoilt child lying down and whining, refusing to 
obey. We removed six tiles from the floor of the cage (a small 
room about 8'x8'), and it soon dug a burrow, but the trouble was 
that it burrowed right under the stone foundations and came out 
the other side and escaped. This was soon discovered and it was 
found again without difficulty, but we had to block up the burrow. 
It is fed on milk, plantains, rice, and occasionally meat in the form 
of chickens* entrails. Once or twice we gave it an egg which it 
picked up in its mouth without cracking the shell and carried under¬ 
ground. Later it made a hole at one end and licked all the contents 
out holding the shell with one paw. It loves to bask in the after¬ 
noon sun. It has remained in the best of condition as the 
accompanying photograph shows and now allows itself to be handled 
freely, though its first reaction to anything new is a nervousness 
which makes it run away to hide. It plays with our dogs and is 
quite unafraid of them. The story of certain foxes having a small 
‘horn* on the crown of the head under the skin is a complete myth. 
The gypsies know how widespread is this belief and trade on it, 
charging Rs. 2 for a tiny piece of bone said to be this ‘horn*. 

Otters. 

23 , Clawicss Otter, Amblyonyx cinerea. Tam. Njjsr Nay or 
Meen Nay. | 

This lives in the stream which runs through our small estate. 
It is seen from time to time and a baby was once found at the end 
of April. It brings forth its young, usually two, in inaccessible holes 
in the rocks near the stream. Probably there is a pair in each of 
the perennial mountain streams. I saw a pair beside a pool quite 
near our house on the early morning of 9-10-46. 


, Bears. 

24 . Sloth Bear. Mehrsus ursinus. Tam. Karadi. 

Fairly common through both evergreen and deciduous forest, 
■even coming down on to the plains where scrub jungle exists. It 
IS occasionally met by those travelling on forest paths in the early 
morning or evening. Several men have been brought to our 
hospital after painful encounters with bears. One of us came across 
a half-grown one at about 4000 feet in October 1946. 

Hyaenas. 

25 . Striped Hyaena. Hyaena striata. Tam. Karuthai Puli. 

One was shot some years ago at the base of a 1600 foothill 
standing out in the plains a few miles south of us. It had been living 
in a cave among the rocks and making a nuisance of itself by killing 
the local sheep. Others have been seen in the forest twenty miles 
north of us, but it is not at all common in the neighbourhood. 
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Insectivores. 

26, South Indian Hedg^og. Paraechinus micropus. Tam. MiillelL 
This lives in the same low rocky hills as the Indian Fox. We 

have kept several as pets. They are nocturnal and sleep rolled up 
in a ball most of the day. They eat milk and rice (in captivity), 
and termites and insects. A mother, with two babies only two or 
three days old, was brought to us on 18-4-44. The babies had long 
white quills with many shorter dark brown ones in between. Their 
eyes had not opened. Unfortunately they died. The full grown 
one was let out in one of our market gardens, but not seen again. 

27, Common Musk-Shrew, Sujwus sp. Tam. Moonjimt, 

Very common in and about our houses on the plains. Its 

unpleasant habit of dying inside closed drawers is well-known. I 
found one once at night chewing the toe of a live frog. The frog’s 
screams attracted my attention. Its chief diet, however, seems to 
be insects. 

Bats. 

I cannot speak with certainty about the commonness or scarcity 
of the different Bats, but will list those I have identified. There 
are certainly more species in our countryside. The common name 
in Tamil for all bats is VavvaL 

28, Flyidg-Fox, Pteropus giganteus. 

There used to be a colony of these very large bats living in a 
cocoanut grove beside a river near the foothills, but owing to perse¬ 
cution by man, they disappeared. No doubt they are found in 
suitable places in our area. 

29, Short«nosed Fruit Bat, Cynopiems sphinx. 

This is probably the common small fruit-bat which comes in 
large numbers to feed on the Margosa {Azadirachta indica) fruit 
trom June to August. Some have been seen spending the day in 
dead Palmyra leaves still hanging on the tree, others in the roofs 
of houses. 

30, Ceylon Frult*Bat. Ronssettus leschenaulti. 

One was found dead, answering in every detail to the description 
in Ceylon Mammals p. 68. Quite possibly this is fairly common 
too. 

31, dndian Vampire. Lyroderma lyra. 

Several have been found dead. This bat undoubtedly is 
responsible for the remains of small birds found in the morning on 
our verandahs—a wing and some feathers. How they catch these 
small birds, usually warblers, I do not know. A baby was found 
on 16-3-45—^ hideous naked miniature with a huge head and ears. 
One kept for a few days ate a pipistrelle that was put in the same 
cage at night—only the wings were left uneaten. This is fairly 
common. 
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32. Sykes*8 Leaf*noMd Bat. Hipposideros speorts. 

Spends the day in dark roofs of houses. A mother was found 
on 13-1-44 with a new-born naked baby which she kept licking as 
the baby clung to her. This also appears to be fairly common. 

33. Ceylon Bl-coloured Leaf-nosed Bat. Hipposideros atratus. 

Probably pretty common. One caught on 8-6-44 was feeding 
on a small grasshopper. 

34. Common Yellow Bat. Scotophilus kuhli. 

One was found in daylight on 8-7-44 being attacked by crows. 
It was rescued and kept all day. In the evening it flew away safely. 

35 . Indian Pipistrelle. Pipistrellus ahramus, Tam. TurinjiL 

Probably common, often found sheltering behind door and 
window shutters or in Venetian blinds in our houses during the day. 


Rodbntia. 

36 . Palm Squirrel. Fmiambulus palmarum Tam. AniL 

Common all over the plains and foothills. It eats anything and 
does considerable damage. When young it makes a very interesting 
pet, but when fully grown they are usually a pest. Its nests— 
balls of grass—are found in trees and on beams and in the roofs of 
houses. 

37. Dusky Squirrel. Funambulus sublineatus. 

This is like a very dark plains squirrel. It is found up to the 
summit of the mountains all over the evergreen forest area. It 
has a much more high-pitched note than its plains cousin, and I 
have often mistaken it for a bird’s note. In sunlight there is a ruddy 
glow to its back. I have usually seen it not far from the ground 
on trees. It has a strange habit of foraging with a slowly travelling 
party of babblers such as Quaker Babblers; wherever they go it 
goes, low down in the undergrowth. 

38 . Large Indian Squirrel. Ratufa maxima, Tam. Kdttanil or 

Mara Anil, 

Common in evergreen forest, a most beautiful animal. A 
typical nest at the top of a tall tree was made of small sticks inside, 
then twigs cut off with its teeth from the tree, with the leaves 
nicely fitted together. The entrance hole at the side was 4 inches 
in diameter leading to a 9 inches round chamber inside. The 
complete nest was feet in diameter and looked like a ball of dead 
leaves. On 4-9-46 a mother and four babies (about a quarter her 
size but with the same colouring) were seen playing on a rock in 
forest. They remained there about a quarter of an hour. 
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39 . CoinmotiQfey FlylnsSquirnrt. Pe^afiruta philippensis. Tam. 

Patavaikkeeri, 

Very seldom seen, but it lives in the forest round the estate, 
spending the day in hollow trees and coming out at dusk. It has 
been found when large trees were felled to build a house, and seen 
on one or two other occasions. A dead one was found at about 
2500' on 12-2-47. 

40 . South Indian Qerbil. Tatera indica cttvieri. Tam. Velleli. 

They are about 7 inches long with a tail of the same length. 
The hind foot measures nearly 2 inches from hock to claw, and so 
these ‘Kangaroo-rats’ can jump great distances. They are a 
beautiful fawn colour above and pure white below. They have 
their burrows under cactus hedges or in any untrodden waste ground 
that has a little cover. There are many runways and two or three 
ways out. The nest chamber is lined with grass. Upto six babies 
have been found. They eat grass-seed and grain of all kinds and 
store some underground. When eating this they leave the refuse 
inside the hole. They make charming pets and are scrupulously 
clean. One we kept as a pet ate grasshoppers and cockroaches, 
the latter with especial relish. Many of the local people eat them. 

41 . Bandicoot. Bandicota malabarica, Tam. Peruchali. 

By far the largest of the rats, being a foot long with a tail of 
10 inches. It lives underground among buildings, and its runways 
come up through the floor of storehouses. It is very destructive 
lo stored paddy and other grains. They used to live under an old 
granary in our compound and are sometimes seen. 

42 . Southern Mole-rat. Bandicoia kok Tam. Vrumtimeli (collo¬ 

quially Virumeli), 

This is a heavily-built rat about 9 inches long with a tail of 6^- 
7 inches. It is coarse-haired, the hairs being brown, rufous and 
grey mixed, below it is a paler grey. It has its hole in the bunds 
of rice fields or at the edge of gardens. Though the runways are 
more than in the last species, there is only one entrance. When 
the rat is at home the door is blocked with earth, and often there 
are several other earth blocks at intervals along the main path. 
The nest chamber is lined with grass. Only two young have been 
found at a time. There are sometimes two separate store-rooms, 
one for present use and one for the future. Large quantities of 
paddy, whole brinjals and ‘lady’s fingers’ have been found in these 
store rooms. The chaff and uneaten refuse is carried away and 
left in a heap some yards from the entrance to the hole, and tbis 
guides people who hunt for them, for they too are eaten. The 
burrows may go as deep as 1J-2 feet underground. Sometimes a 
side burrow will lead to a tapioca plant nearby and the root is eaten 
little by little in situ. Many of the side burrows lead nowhere and 
seem to be ‘blinds’. This rat makes a peculiar grunting noise when 
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disturbed or caught, from which comes the Tamil name meaning 
‘grunting rat’. 

43. Common Indian Rat, Rattus rattus wronghtoni, Tam. Mara 

Yell. 

This measures about 8 inches with a tail the same length or a 
little longer. It is brown above with some coarse hairs, and almost 
pure white below. It nests and lives in the crown of cocoanut palms 
and is probably common wherever there are groves of these trees. 
It has two young at a time. It descends at night and feeds on 
grains and vegetables. Some people eat this rat. 

44. Common House-Rat. Rattus rattus mfcscens. Tam. Veetteli. 
This is well-known and too common. It is about the same size 

as the last but grey below. It nests in the roofs of houses both 
tiled and thatched, and comes down to wander about at night. It 
eats anything and everything. It does great damage to clothes 
and is altogether a nuisance. Because of its unclean habits this 
species is not usually eaten. 

45. Common House Mouse. Mus musculus, Tam. Veetiu Sundeli, 
Length 3 inches with tail as long or longer. Colour above 

brown, below grey. Nests of this mouse are commonly found in 
rice-sacks or sacks containing some other grain or cotton seed. It 
has up to eight young at a time. I kept one for a night in a glass 
jar. It much enjoyed four flying termites. It sat on its hind 
quarters and held the termite in its front paws, nibbling away till 
one was finished, then it caught another and carried on with evident 
relish. Its usual diet no doubt is small seeds and crumbs of any¬ 
thing edible. When 1 put some cotton wool into the jar it pulled 
it to bits and made a kind of roof for itself under which it lay. 

46. Indian Field Mouse. Mus booduga, Tam. Kattu Sundeli, 
This is slightly larger than the last but its tail is shorter than 

the head and body. In colour it is sandy-brown above and white 
below. It lives in holes in cultivated land or in stack manure pits 
after the heat has gone out of the decaying matter. Its holes have 
many passages and several ways in and out. It never burrows 
deep like the Mole-rat. It has a nest chamber lined with grass, 
and a separate store-room. It has many young at a time. It eats 
small grains, grass-seed, and nibbles such things as brinjals growing 
in our market gardens. 

47. Brown Spiny Mouse. Mus platytkrix. 

It is larger than the Field Mouse and has a more ‘ratty’ face 
and coarser fur. A female was caught and the next day gave birth 
to several young, but unfortunately the mother and young soon died. 

48. Long-tailed Tree Mouse. Vandeluria oleracea, Tam. Mara 

Sundeli, 

It is a beautiful chestnut colour above and pure white below. 
It measures 3^ inches and the tail is up to 4^ inches, noticeably 
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long. This mouse is an opportunist in the matter of nesting sites. 
In the roofs of houses or the crown of cocoanut palms, in a bunch 
of unripe plantain fruit, or a fold in a hanging sack, and even in an 
empty beehive nests have been found made of grass. Four 
young seem the usual number. It feeds on grass seeds and the 
smaller food grains. 

All these mice make most engaging pets. A small cage with 
a section of bamboo and a little cotton wool in it for a dormitory, 
a revolving tread-wheel, which they seem to love, for exercise, and 
grass seed for food will keep them quite happy. We have often 
kept them for our children’s interest, and they become very friendly. 

9 , Indian Bush-Rat. Golitnda ellioti. Tam. Ktmnan, 

This is probably the short-tailed rat which lives in the grass 
Irom the foothills upwards. Its runways are found everywhere on 
ground level among the grass tufts. It has been seen on several 
occasions but never caught, so I have not been able to examine it. 
Its nest with young was found once in the foothills, a ball of grass 
low down in a l)ush in s('rub jungle, but I was only told of it some¬ 
time afterwards. 

Besides these rats and mice there are two other species found 
in the mountains: 

A rat whose Tamil name is Kalleli or Rock Rat. This measures 
about 8 inches with a longer tail; it is sandy-brow’U above with 
occasional black spiny hairs, and pure white below. It is very 
common all up the mountain side, living among the rocks in forested 
jungle. Its nests have been found in our forest houses— in an empty 
water pot or in the corner of a room behind a cupboard after the 
house had been unoccupied for some months. It also nests in trees 
in the forest, building a ball of dead leaves or grass. It is found 
far away from human liabitation. I suppose it may possibly be 
the same as No. 43 above, having adapted itself to forest life. 

A mouse is found in the cleared parts of the estate, which covers 
the entrance to its hole with small pebbles when at home. I have 
found these holes in the ground beside a path, and one mouse made 
its home on the verandah of a house where the lime cement at the base 
of the house wall had worn away. It came out after dark and used 
sometimes to go through the house, but more often straight off 
the front verandah into the forest, which is but a few feet from the 
house. The Tamil name for this is Kattarikkan, This may be a 
variety of the Indian Field Mouse, but it does not seem to be the 
same in its habits, for No. 46 does not in my experience ever cover 
its hole with stones, but that may be only through lack of suitable 
material. 

SO* Black4iaped Hare. Lepus nigricolUs, Tam. Musal or Muyal, 

Very common at the foothills and in our compound, especially 
in the outlying market gardens where it does some damage to new 
shoots of certain grain crops. It is hunted in the country round 
with dogs, and many take refuge on our land where they seem to 
know they are safe and become comparatively tame. They are 
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sometimes seen by day but usually because they have been disturbed. 
We have often reared them as pets. Baby hares have been found 
in all the first four months of the year. When born they have a small 
patch of white hairs towards the back of the crowni which slowly 
disappears until at the end of six months it is entirely replaced by 
ordinary hair. Two is the usual number at a birth, 

51 , Porcupine. Hysirix leucura, Tam. Mullampatidri^ 

Common in the forest round our gardens where it has its burrow 
among rocks. It makes great havoc among the growing pine¬ 
apples and also digs up sweet potato. Its quills are found all over 
the forest, but, being nocturnal, it is not often seen. 


Elephants. 

53 . Indian Elephant. Elephas maximtis, Tam. Ydnai. 

Quite often heard or seen on the tablelands at the head of the 
valley in which our estate lies. It moves across from the west to 
the southern sholas to feed on Ochlandra sp. in September just 
before the N.E. monsoon begins. Most of our records are between 
September and January. There are well-worn paths made by the 
elephants both on the grassy mountain sides and in the sholas. 
They seem to object to innovations, for the stones of a cairn built 
to mark the junction of several paths were scattered into the 
surrounding jungle by them, and their visit of inspection after rain to 
a newly mended anicut did not at all improve the earth bund. A 
mother elephant with a baby was reported to be a few miles north 
near a larger forest anicut in September 1944. 

Ruminants. 

53 . Indian Bison. Bos gaunts, Tam. Kdtixi Mddu, 

This also inhabits the same country as the elephant, but is very 
rarely seen, though its tracks are not uncommon. A horn was 
found some years ago near the source of our valley river. 

54 . Nilgiri Tahr. Hemitragus hylocrius. Tam. Kami Adu. 

A very common animal on all the high grass-slopes to the south 
of our valley. Precipitous rock faces daunt it not at all. We 
have often seen it wandering across very steep precipices. It is 
visible on the upper open slopes from our houses in the valley. 
Quite small young ones have been observed in September. A herd 
of about forty was seen on 2-4-46. It definitely seems to be on the 
increase. 

55. Sambar. Rusa unicolor, Tam. Mild, 

Also very common and constantly met from the foothills to the 
highest summits. They are not very shy, and certainly on the 
tops of the mountains, graze by day as well as by night. Twice 
recently we have met one grazing about midday well out in the 
grass from the shola edge. In one case the stag saw us and watched 
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tis for about ten minutes* Its tail was held straight up, and it 
kept slowly lifting its right fore-foot and stamping on the ground. 
It was very inquisitive; after a few minutes a young stag wtth 
single unbranched horns came up and stood watching us too. 
Then they both walked slowly away, not at all alarmed. It was 
2.0 o’clock in the afternoon in cloudless sunlight, so they clearly 
use the day as well as dusk for feeding. Their fearlessness and 
great numbers are due probably to their being little hunted in these 
parts. Long may it remain so. We have twice had sambar as 
pets, but they grow rather large and strong. The best memory 
is of a young one, trotting up and down the grass paddock where 
it lived. 

56 . Spotted Deer» Axis axis. Tam. Pulli Man. 

Reported to be in the large comparatively level areas of forest 
above Pavanasam, thirty miles north west of us. I have never seen 
one in its wild state. 

57 . Indian Mouse Deer or Chevrotain. Tragulus meminna. Tam. 

Kooran or Saruhu Man. 

Common in evergreen forest, coming quite close lo our houses. 
In May 1928 one ran into the house by mistake and was kept, but 
it soon died, as no one knew what to feed it on. In September 1943 
several times we found one in its day dormitory under a low bush 
in the forest, in one case it was only six yards from the house-wall. 
When disturbed it would rise and, after a few beautiful little jumps 
stand perfectly still. The colours of its coat blended perfectly with 
the sunlight-dappled forest floor. No doubt this helps to make it 
invisible by day to its enemies for I have passed several times within 
a foot or two of it, as it lay only sheltered by a few sticks without 
seeing it. 

58 . Barking Deer or Muntjac, Mitniiaais mimtjak aureus. Tam. 

K^lai Adu. 

It is also called Jungle Sheep. The second half of its Tamil 
name means sheep, but I cannot find what the first word means. 
It is found in jungles not far north of us, but I have not seen it in 
our immediate area, though it may possibly be in the mountain-top 
sholas. 

59. Bladk Buck or Indian Antelope. Antilope cervicapra. Tam. 

male— Kahxi, female— Pulvdy. 

Found in some lojng, low hills out in the open plains east of 
Tinnevelly Town, and in several such places in the north of the 
district. In August 1946 someone gave us a fawn two weeks old, 
one of a pair caught together, which is quickly becoming a most 
delightful and obedient pet. This is a male. Even at this age, 
though the coat is almost a uniform fawn colour, the line of colour 
demarcation on the sides is clearly visible (see accompanying 
photograph). We feed it on milk and grass. At 2^ months old 
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it can easily outpace any of our boys. It runs ‘flat out’ for some 
distance and then makes a series of three or four bounding leaps 
which are most extraordinary to watch. It also trots beautifully. 
They are kept as pets by Muslims in some parts of the district; and 
the female especially is reported to be easily domesticated. 

60. Indian Wild Pig. Sns cristatus 7 'am, Kdftu Pandri. 

Common in the foothills in scrub-jungle. It does a great deal 
of damage to paddy fields near the foot of the hills. We have seen 
it a number of times on the paths leading to the forest. As many 
as nine quite small piglets have been seen at one time, but I am not 
sure whether this was one litter or two living together. 


Pangolins. 

61 * Indian Pangolin, Manis pentadactyla, Tam. Arungu. 

It frequents grassy open hillsides from the foothills at least two- 
thirds of the way up to the summit of the mountains. It lives in 
long burrows which in ordinary forest earth may extend for twenty 
feet. In rocky ground five or six feet is enough. In November 
1939 a female was washed down by floods and found stranded on 
the margin of a ‘tank’ near us. We kept it for four days (not an 
easy task for it could escape from almost any confinement) and 
then it disappeared one night. But we learned a lot in those four 
days! It performed before several hundred children and adults. 
It climbed trees, hanging head downwards from a branch. If it 
fell off, it merely rolled up in mid air and reached the ground unhurt. 
It walked down the steps into a large well we have, drank, bathed 
and finally swam across to the other side, its front paws doing 
a ‘dog-stroke’ and its tail waving from side to side in the 
water. When climbing up the steps out of the well, some 
were rather high, but it used its tail-scales very cunningly 
as a kind of lever with an anti-slip device. Walking, it is 
surprisingly fast, and it holds its heavy armoured tail out straight 
behind it, just off the ground. It ate termites and black ants. Its 
long tongue shot in and out at great speed to catch the ants as they 
ran away. And after drinking it licked its lips in the most amusing 
way. Its front feet are rather like those of a tortoise. It walks 
on the side of the foot and the powerful claws can dig at a tremendous 
rate, all four legs working together, the front two to dig and the 
back two to shovel the earth out backwards. When frightened 
or ‘fed up’ with too much attention, it folds its head inwards, puts 
its two front paws over its head, and finally curls up its tail over all 
to make a round ball. It used to make a kind of gentle hissing 
noise as it rolled up or just after. We w6i:e very sad when it 
disappeared. "" 
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BY 

J, L. Bhaduri and B. Biswas, 

(Zoology Department, University College of Science, Calcutta). 

(With a text-figure.) 

It is well known that colic caeca show great variability in form 
and siije in birds, and they have been utilized in the systematic 
consideration of birds (Beddard^). It has been noted by Newton^ 
that mere presence or absence is no good criterion in taxonomy, 
but their state of development is of much importance; and that 
there exists certain correlation between the caeca and the length 
and width of the large intestine. Stuart Baker^ mentions the forms 
of caeca as characters fur several major divisions. Besides, it is 
believed that there exists some relation between the state of 
development of caeca and the food habits of birds, at least in several 
groups of birds. 

In course of our^ studies on the arterial arches of birds we 
examined the conditions of caeca and have kept records of their 
shape and size as also their site of origin in relation to the cloacal 
opening. In view of diverse shape and size of the caeca which 
could hardly be expressed in suitable descriptive terms, we have 
taken resort to faithful sketches of all the forms studied by us. 
The table below provides the measurements of length and width 
of caeca as also their sites of origin measured from the cloacal 
opening. Stuart Baker’s (op. cit.) classification is adopted in the 
systematic arrangement of the species in the table, and we take 
this opportunity of recording our sincere thanks to Dr, S. C. Law, 
M.A., Ph.D., for the identification of birds. 

We did only 52 different species belonging to 23 families in 
7 orders, of which 35 species are provided with caeca and the rest 
(17 species) are without them. Great diversity is observed in 
Coraciiformes not only from the point of view of their presence or 
absence but also from their shapes and sizes. Viewed from the 
ventral side of the dissection of the bird, the caeca are in most 


* Beddard, F, E. (1898), The Structure and Classification of Birds. 

* Newton, A. (1896), A Dictionary of Birds. 

* Stuart Baker (1922-29), Fauna of British India — Birds—I-VI. 

* Bhaduri, J. L. & Biswas, B. (1945). ‘The Cervical and Thoracic arteries 
of Birds*, Proc, Nat. Inst. Sci. India, Vol. xi, No. 3, pp. 236 " 45 * 



646 JOURNAL, BOMBAY NATURAL HIST. SOCiRTY, V(A. 46 


cases lateral in origin as usually stated but ventro-lateral origins 
are not also wanting in practically all the groups. In some 
instances a pronounced asymmetry in the origins (Figs. 2, a6, 32) 
IS observed, but we cannot vouch for its truth as we examined 
only one specimen each. An asymmetry in length of the two caeca 
is likewise observed in a few cases (Figs. 3, 21, 24, 25, 35). The 
free ends of the caeca are pointed in some cases, while the shorter 
caeca are generally blunt at tips. In long caeca the free ends are 
swollen and gradually tapering at ends excepting those of Cticulus 
(Fig. 17) where they are blunt at tips and distinctly club-shaped. 



The origins of caeca measured from the cloacal openings are 
very varied in different families. Some families, like Dicruridae, 
CucvXidae, etc., show close approximation of measurements. These 
ought to indicate some close relationship in the members of the 
families, but more species need to be worked out before we can 
arrive at any conclusion. 

Attempts have been made to correlate this structure with food 
habits of birds, but they proved abortive in a general way, although 
in some groups there are elements of truth of this fact. Our 
studies are too meagre at present to warrant any conclusion, but 
sufficient to suggest that further records in different species, comp¬ 
rehensive of genera and families, will be helpful not only in throwing 
light on the systematics of the group but also in evaluating the 
affinities running between them. 
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TABLE 


Showing the nensttrements ( in mUlifMNrei) of the caeca and their 
position in rdation to the cloacal openings. (R»right; L<-Left}. 


Name 

No. of 
speci¬ 
mens 

Maximum 

Length Width 

Distance 
from 
cloacal ; 
opening j 

Fig. No. 

1 

PASSERIFORMES 




1 


Corvidae 




1 


Ccrvus 5. spiendens Viellot 

4 

60 

i 2-0 

8*0—16*5 

1 

Dendrocitta v. vagabunda 

1 

4-5 

t 1*0 

R. 17*5 

o 

(Lath.) 




L. 20-0 


Tiataliidae 






Turdoides somervillei terri- 



1 



color (Blyth) 

1 

40 

1 2-0 

14-0 

3 

AegitMna /. tiphia (L.) ... 

1 

IS 

■; 0-75 

10-0 

4 

Pycnoootidae 



1 



Mdpastes cafer bengalensis 


1 




(Blyth) 

2 

3-5 

{ VO 

so—9-0 

5 

OiocomPsa iocosa emeria (L.). 

1 

40 

1 0*5 

21*0 

6 

Tardidae 






Copsychus s, saularis (L.). 

1 

1 3*0 

: 1-25 ! 

12-75 

7 

Pericrocotidae 


1 




Pericrocolus p. Peregrinu& \ 




I 


(L.) 

3 

2*0 

! 0*75 

i 6*0 

8 

Aitaoildae 

[ 


1 

1 


Artamus fuscus Vieillot ... i 

i 1 

3*25 

2-0 

1 230 

9 

Bkroridae 




1 


Dicrurus nt macrocercus ! 






Vieillot ... ... 1 

1 

4-75 

2-0 

1 17-0 

10 

Chibia h, hottentotta (L.)... | 

1 1 

8*25 

1*25 1 

1 16-0 

11 

Sturaidae ! 



1 ‘ 



Siurnia nt, malabarica ; 



, 1 



(Gmel.) 

1 

40 

1-5 ; 

11-0 

12 

Acridotheres i, iristis (L.) | 

1 

70 

2-0 I 

11-5 

13 

Acridoiheres ginginianus : 



1 



(Lath.) ... ... j 

1 

40 

1-0 ' 

10-0 

14 

StumoPastor contra (L.). 

4 ! 

4*0 

1-25 I 

1 7-0 

15 

Ploceidae 

1 





Ploccus p, philippinus (L,). 

3 

! 2*5 

1*0 

8-0 

16 

CORACIIFORMES 






Picidae 




' i 


Yungipicus nanus brunnei- 






ee^ Baker .. 

1 i 





BrachyPternns b, bengha- 

1 





lensis (L.) ... 

3 j 





Capitoaidac 



Sk 



Thereiceryx zeylamcus cam- 



Auseni 


caps (Fraukl.) 

3 

j 




Cyanops a. asiatica (Lath.) 

5 

I 




Xantholaema haentacephala 

1 





luiea (Less.) 

3 

j 




^acalldae 






Cuculus nt. nticropierus 






Gonld ... ... 

1 

lS-5 

1-5 

35*0 

17 

HUrococcyx varius Vahl... 

2 

18-25 

4*0 

33-0-35-0 

18 

Clamaior /. jacobinus 

I 





,Bodd.) 

1 1 

21-5 

3-75 t 

36 0 

19 


6 
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TABLE 


No. of 

Maximum 

Distance 

— ' 


Name 

speci¬ 

mens 

Length 

Width 

trom 

cloaeal 

opening 

Kg. No 

CORACIIFORMES-^i)#r/. 












Eudynamys s. scolopaceus 






Jh.) . 

Ceniropus s. shiensis (Ste¬ 

2 

27-0 

3-0 

83-0-32-(l 

' 20 

phen) 

1 

40-0 

6-S 

38-0 

21 

Psittacidfte 






Psittaeula eupatria niPa- 






lensis (Hodgs.) 

1 





PsUtacuia krameti manih 



Absent 


lensis (Bechst.) 

3 



PsUtacuia c. cyanocephala 






(L.) 

2 





Coractdae 






Coracias 6 , denghalensis 






(L.) 

1 

20-25 

4-0 

16-0 

22 

Mermidae 

Merops o, orientalis (Lath.) 

1 

1 2 

11-25 

2*25 

9-0 

23 

Alcedinidae 

i 





Ramphaleyon capensis gu- 


\ 




rial (Pearson) 

! 1 





Halcyon s, smyrnensis (L.) 

3 





Halcyon pUeata (Bodd.) ... 
Holton smyrnensis fusca 

! 1 

I 





(Bodd.) 

3 

\ 

Absent 


Sauropatis c. chktris (Bodd.) 

Ifpupidae 

! 2 

! 

/ 




Upupa epops orientalis 1 

1 





Baker ... | 

3 

/ 




Aaieoldae 



1 1 



Otus bakkamoefia marathae - 
Ticehnrst ! 

Athene brama indica ! 

1 

28-5 

4*0 

14-0 1 

( 

24 

36*5 

5*25 

(Frankl.) ... ... | 

3 

140—17*0 

25 

ACCIPITRES I 






Faicoaldae 






MUvus tmgrans govinda 



1 

R. 48'0' 


Sykes 

1 

4-75 

2*0 

26 

Astur badius dnssumieri 



L. 470 

(Temm. and Lang.) ... j 

1 

1*25 

0*60 

16-S 

27 

COLUMBIFORMES 






Colonbidae 






Crocopus p. phoenicopterus 






(Lath.) 

1 

1 




Dendrophasa b. bicmcta 


1 

Absent 


(Jerd.) 

1 

f 




Chdlcophaps i, indica (L.)... 
Columba livia intermedia 

1 

1 




Strick. 






(Domestic) ... ^ 

5 

SO 

I'S 

19-0—20-0 

28 

StrePto^lia chinensis sura^ 



0-7S 

ISO—17'0 

< 

29 

tensis (Omel.) 

2 

3-5 
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TABLE l-^Coniinued) 



No. of 

Maximum 

Distance 

from 

doacal 

opening 


Name 

sped- 



Fig. No. 


mens 

Length 

Width 

COLUMBIPORH£S-^<w/. 












Sfyft^iopelia senegafensis 

1 

3»0 

1-0 



combayenm (Gmel.) ... 
Sirtpio^ia d, decaocto 
(Frlval.) 

Oenopapelia /. tranque- 

1 

0*5 

0*25 

27-0 

R. 19-0 

31 

barica (Herm.) 

1 

S-5 


32 


L. 17-5 

GALLIPORMBS 






Pliasiaaitfae 






Callus gallus murghi 






Rob. and Klosa 






(Domestic) 

X 

102-0 

8-25 

47-0 

33 

HBRODIONBS 






Ardeldae 






Budulcus ibis coromandus 






(Bodd.)* 

1 

3-5 

2-0 

360 

34 

ANSERIPORMES 






Aulldte 






Querquedula querquedula 


31*0 

3-5 

41-0 

35 

(L.) 

1 


• Only one caecum is pxesent. 


FISHING CONTRIVANCES USED IN H.E.H. THE NIZAMIS 

DOMINIONS. 

BY 

S. MaHMOOD, M.SC., and M. RahIMULLAH, D.SC,, F.Z.S., 
Department of Fisheries, Hyderabad (Deccan), 

Hyderabad State contains 30,219 large tanks numerous smaller 
ones and 468.05 miles of canals besides many large and small rivers 
and irrigation reservoirs chief of which are Nizamsagar, Alisagar, 
Singtom reservoir (Ntzamabad district), Osmansagar, Himayatsagar, 
Mir Alum tank and Hussainsagar (Hyderabad and suburbs), 
Pocharam lake (Medak district) Dindi and Pindlipakla reservoirs 
(Nalgonda district), Pakhal, Laknawaram, Ramappa lakes, Wyra 
and Pafair reservoirs (Warangal districts), Rooti reservoir (Bhir 
district) Moyal Marchaid reserv^oir (Raichur district). 

Most of the tanks are directly or indirectly fed by the rivers and 
canals and are thus stocked with fish during the rains. Fishes breed 
in the reservoirs, up the anicuts and in the rivers, and fish-fry are 
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carried along with the current to the tanks or when the rivers and 
tanks are flooded breeders go up the current and breed in the tanks/ 

All these natural resources arc at our disposal, if properly and 
scientifically exploited, it is possible to supply fish throughout the 
Dominions at a cheap rate within the reach of everybody. Fish 
as a diet can also easily be included in the daily food of the villagers 
and farmers if a little attention is devoted towards its breeding, 
conservation of the fry and improved methods of fishing. 

Here we will first describe the fishing methods which are at 
present in vogue. 


Nets. 

Cast net, which is locally called *Santola^ is the most common 
net and is in universal use owing to its simplicity and low cost. 
The meshes vary according to the size of the fish to be caught, 
being from to 2". The smallest meshed nets are used for 
collecting fish-fry from tanks or other waters for stocking smaller 
tanks and pools. This net has its limitations and can be used only 
in shallow and clear waters, free from weeds and vegetation, which 
does not allow the weights of the net to sink to the bottom and so 
permit fishes to escape. It is sometimes used from the boat also 
but to very little advantage. For catching small fish or fish-fry the 
bait in the form of a mixture of rice, husks and ‘Konda* is placed 
beforehand in the tank to attract fish, and after an hour or so the 
net is cast. Sometimes fishermen throw stones to attract fish and 
then cast the net. 

Another way of catching fish up an anicut where the water 
is not deeper than 4 ft., or in other shallower parts of the tank, 
usually in 3-4 ft. depth of water, is where ten to fifteen nets are 
taken together and the fishermen move towards the shallower part, 
or towards the anicut, as the case may be, then each net is released 
and hauled independently. There are yet many other means to which 
this net is put to. Drag netSy with fioats above and weights below 
are usually used in the tanks which are practically devoid of vege¬ 
tation and stones. These are very common in the River Godavari 
near Nander and adjacent parts of this district but are not commonly 
met with in other parts of the dominions except where there are 
rivers with sandy bottom. The size of the meshes varies according 
to the size of the fish to be caught being to 2 ^' from knot to 
knot. The length of each net ranges upto 300 yards or even more 
with a depth varying from 15 to 20 feet. This consists of small 
pieces tied together which can be attached or detached according 
to requirements. Sometimes a large-size purse is kept at the 
middle of the net where fishes collect and are trapped. It is really 
very interesting to see thirty to forty fishermen plying this net; the 
-quantity of fish caught is usually quite large. At Nander in one 
net we got more than 30 seers of fish including large-sized ‘Maha- 
seer’ and *Rohu’. This net is locally known as ‘MahajaP. 

Another type of drag-net is used for catching prawns in the 
Godavari river at Nander and other places. This net is known 
locally as 'Ghan-^ka->Jala\ It is made of three or more flaps which 
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taper towards their distal parts and form a sort of pocket and their 
margins are inverted inwards; weights are tied so that they may 
sink to the bottom and floats keep the mouths of the flaps open. 
Long ropes are tied to each corner of the net and on these clumps 
of leaves are tied to frighten the prawns so that they may be driven 
towards the net. The net is dragged for about three furlongs and 
then drawn towards the shore taking with it prawns and other small 
fishes which keep near the bottom of the river. 

Bag net or "EdaV is commonly used in ‘nalas’ and streams for 
catching fish which come down the stream with the current. At 
first the main course is blocked by means of big boulders and stones 
and a small passage is left between them. The net is tied to the 
two sides of the opening and left in position. It is hauled up from 
time to time and fish collected at the cod end taken out. The meshes 
of the net become gradually smaller towards the cod end. This 
type of net is commonly used in the two ‘nalas* feeding Hussain- 
sagar during the rainy season for catching small fish, but its use is 
now prohibited. The practice destroys the fish-fry in the very 
early stages. 

Sometimes this net is used in combination with a trap which is 
still more harmful for the fish-fry and its use should also be 
discouraged. 

In the Tungabhadra river at Alumpur, the purse-net is used as 
a drag-net and is found to be quite successful in catching big-sized 
fishes. It is in the form of an open purse with two wings to which 
ropes are tied; palm leaves are fastened to the ropes for frightening 
and driving the fish towards the moufti of the net. The lower jaw of 
the mouth is weighted and floats are attached to the upper one to 
keep it open. When dragged, the fishes collect towards the mouth 
and enter the cod end of the net where they are imprisoned. They 
are taken out of the net after unfastening the cod end string. 

Stake nets are of two kinds one of which is for catching fishes 
coming up or going down the current in streams connected with the 
rivers. Four sticks are fixed to the ground and nets spread across 
them which go down to the very bottom of the small stream and a 
swing arrangement is made for catching the fish. Fishes coming in 
contact with the obstacle so formed, try to jump and clear it and 
land into the swing net. This type of net was seen in use during 
rainy season near Godavari river where small ‘nalas’ join it. 

The other type of stake net is a smaller one used in shallow 
water. It is a rectangular piece of net with sticks fixed at intervals 
of about two yards and small pockets are formed between these 
sticks. These nets are fixed to the ground in shallow water and 
the fishes driven towards them by the fishermen splashing the water 
and making noise. The sticks are then removed and the pockets 
searched for fish. These nets are used for ‘murrels* and Notopterus, 
It is known locally as 'Tursanum hoola\ Cast nets are also used 
in a similar manner for catching ‘murreF on the margins of the 
tanks and in the weedy parts where they cannot be thrown. Locally 
it is called ^Vftoo\ 

Gill nets, or *KuchooW of varying meshes are not very common 
here, because the fishermen do not possess boats. Only at some 
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places they use logs of wood and ply the nets in deeper partii of the 
tank. These are left during night at some place* One end is ti^ 
to the shore to prevent drifting too far. They are taken out in tlie 
morning. Carps, Siluroids and other flat fishes are commonly 
caught, but tubular fishes like ‘murrel* escape the meshes. If boats 
are provided and nets of varying meshes are employed we are 
sure the catch will increase to a great extent. The limited use of 
these nets is due to the poverty of the fishermen; with a little help 
and encouragement their use can be made common. Triangular 
hand*net, or 'Turstopda', is employed almost everywhere in the State 
and its catch is usually confined to shrimps and small fishes. 

Fish-traps. 

The Cover-basket (Oola), open at both ends, the diameter of the 
upper end being smaller than that of the lower one, is used for 
catching fish in very shallow water, specially in the muddy bed of a 
drying tank or pond. The fisherman puts it where he suspects there 
is a fish and then searches for it inside with his hand. We have 
seen this sort of basket being used in Haldi river at Medak and in 
other parts of the Dominions. 

Basket-traps {Pinjara) prepared on the principle of mouse trap 
are in common use, they are used with or without baits. ‘Murrel* and 
other smaller fishes are caught but this practice should be discouraged 
as it results in the destruction of fish-fry. 

The Field trap (Guda) is in common use where fields are irrigated 
by canals. Its form is conical with open mouth and tapering towards 
the other end where a trap is provided. Small fishes and fish-fry 
coming down the current are caught. Its use is very harmful as it 
tends towards the wholesale destruction of fish-fry and therefore 
should be discouraged. 

Murrel noose {Chikkam), It is a tubular apparatus made of fibres 
or grass with one end closed and it is generally used in the breeding 
season of this fish. It is fixed in the evening just near the spawning 
ground, the fishes come towards the shallower parts to breed, try 
to pass the obstacle and are entangled in it, sometimes two to 
three are caught in one noose. In the morning the fishermen take 
out the nooses with the entrapped fish; this practice is also injurious 
to the breeding of the fish because ripe female breeders are usually 
caught and destroyed. 

In the Manjra river at places the fishermen collect stones and 
boulders so that the current passes through the space left between 
them. Here in the inter-spaces platforms of sticks are constructed. 
The current passes through these sticks and fishes coming with the 
current are hurled on to these platforms. These are locally called 
'Mudgi\ 

Other Methods. 

Line and hooks arc usually employed. They nre cast in the tank 
near the shore at about 5 p.nr. with baits consistinjg of live ftogs^ 
small fish, crabs, etc., and are taken out next morning. The catch 
consists of ‘Murrel*, cat^fishes and Noiopterus as they are carnivorous 
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Afid take live bait readily. Sometimes AnguUla (Tamboo) is also 
caught. Locally this line with hooks is called "Daomi^ and each 
bears about one hundred hooks. 

Sometimes individual lines are used with single or treble hooks 
and are thrown from the shore to a distance of 15-20 yards. 

In some places, viz., Moyal Merchaid in the Raichur district 
people use a kind of oily stick; it is burnt and used as a torcli for 
^attracting fish. They stand on the anicut and watch for the fish 
coming towards the fire, big fishes are attracted towards the light, 
they are then beaten with sticks and caught. 

In the hilly tracts cruives and different kinds of fish-traps are 
common. In shallow pools, the water is baled out and the fishes 
caught. Poisoning by means of leaves, bark, fruits and roots of 
many shrubs is a very common practice in Adilabad, Nirmal, and 
hills of Mahboobnager district, but is not so common in other parts 
of the dominions. This is a harmful practice as it tends towards 
the wholesale destruction of fish and should be controlled. 


Suggestions. 

Small-meshed nets and fish traps are very destructive as they 
take small fishes and fish-fry, which if left to grow would fetch a 
better price, and if let into a tank would breed and add to the fish- 
wealth. 

Legislation should be enforced to restrict meshes of the nets, and 
small-sized meshes should only be allowed for the collection of 
fish-fry for stocking purpose under the supervision of responsible 
persons. Better than legislation would be to educate the fishermen, 
and it should be made clear to them that the destruction of fish-fry 
.and small fish is detrimental to their own interests. They should 
be taught to culture and breed fish near their own lands adjacent to 
the fields so as to get fish for their own daily consumption; extra 
fish they can send to the market. 

The deep-water netting is not prevalent in the State because the 
£shermen do not possess boats and are not rich enough to purchase 
large nets. With a little encouragement and demonstration it is 
very easy to establish deep-water netting and thereby increase the 
fish-supply. It will be possible then to exploit deep perennial tanks 
.and other reservoirs which are hitherto uncared for owing to lack 
of proper fishing gear, 

'Oosa Valai' an encircling gill-net improved by the Madras 
fisheries department for deep-water netting should also be introduced; 
this will require a large-sized gill-net with big meshes and two boats. 
It is used early in the morning and late in the evening when fishes 
come to the surface. 

In our rivers practically no fishing is done during the rainy season 
when rivers are in flood. Drift-nets or ^Rangoon Valai* as used 
for catching ‘hilsa* in the Godavari near Rajahmundry may be tried 
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with advantagre. These nets have got floats^ but no weights^ 
and are plied from a boat for catching fishes coming upstream* 
Similafly» a purse net or *Shangla->jal* which is used for catching 
^hiisa’ from a boat in the Hoogly river may also be tried. 
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SOME COMMON INDIAN HERBS WITH NOTES ON THEIR 
Al^ATOMICAL CHARACTERS. 


BY 

M. Sayeedud-Din, 

Pro/, of Botany, Osmania University, 

Hyderabad Deccan, 

(With three plates.) 

(Continued f¥om page 246 of Vol. XLIV, Mo. 2). 

XII— Enicostemma littorale Blume 
(Gentianaceae)* 

Synonymy and Systematic Description. 

Enicostemma littorale Blume, Bijdr {1826), 848, H.F.B.L, IV> 
loi; Cooke, FI. Pres. Bomb., V., II, Pt. i, 189; Gamble, FI. Pres. 
Madras, Pt. V, ^75. Syn; Slevogtia maritima Dalz. in Kew Journ. 
Bot. V. 2 (1850), 137. Adenema Hyssopifolium G. Don, Syst. V, 4 
(1837), 20X ; Wt. Ic. t. 600. Hippion orieniale Dalz. 8 c Gibs., 157. 

A perennial glabrous herb 4-10 in. high, branched from the base, and from 
a thick rootstock; stems or branches erect or procumbent, sub^quadrangular. 
glabrous. Leaves sessile, opposite, very variable. Unear-oblong. 3-nerved at base, 
the midnerve very prominent, marginal nerves obscure. Flowers small, sessile, 
in axillary clusters. Calyx deeply 5-lobed. Corolla white, tubular below and 
funnel-shaped above; lobes 5, lanceolate, overlapping to the right in bud. 
Stamens 5, inserted at the middle of the corolla-tube; filaments filiform with a 
small double-hooded scale at the base; anthers erect, acute. Ovary i-celled; 
placentas little intruded; ovules many; style short; stigma capitate. Fruit an 
ellipsoid capsule. (Plates I & 11). Flowers Aug.—Jan. Medicinal (Kirtikar,^ 
5 ; Watt, 10). 

Indian Names. 

Krimihrita, Kshara Karma (Sans.); Chota Kirayata (Hind.); 
Vallari, Vellarag^ (Tam.); Nelaguli (Tel.); Kadavinayi, Mamijva 
(Mar.); Nagajivha (Beng.). 

Habitat. 

Throughout India, from the Punjab and Gangetic Plain to Ceylon; 
more frequent near the sea, not known in Bengal (Hooker, 4; 
Cooke, z); all plains Districts and to 1500 ft. in the hills, chiefly 
however near the sea, often on black cotton soil (Gamble, 3); Gujarat, 
common; Concan rare (Dalz. & Gibs,, 2); A common weed (Mayu-^ 
ranathan, 6); very common in morum (gravel) soil and dry places 
at Adigmet and elsewhere (Sayeedud-Din, 8). 

Distribution. —^Malaya, Tropical Africa, W, Indies. 
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Anatomical Notes* 

Structure of the leaf, plate JII, Figs, i and a). The cuticle 
is striated, and the epidermis consists of large cells with outer walls 
greatly thickened. The epidermal cells at the margin have boih the 
inner and outer walls greatly thickened, and the latter convexly 
arched outwards. A few collenchymatous cells are present at the 
margins. Stomata occur more on the lower than on the upper 
surface, and do not belong to any special t)rpe, the guard-cells being 
surrounded by ordinary epidermal cells. Tlie stomata are not 
buried in the epidermis as would be expected in a plant of this type, 
but on the contrary the guard-cells are elevated and the front cavity 
is on a level with the surface. The mesophyll is not differentiated 
into palisade and spongy cells, but consists of uniform polygonal 
assimilatory cells. These observations tally with those made by 
Sabnis (7), 

Internal secretory organs and clothing hairs do not occur eitlier 
in the leaf or in the axis. The vascular bundles of the veins are 
bicollateral. 

Oxalate of lime occurs in the form of small clustered crystals 
mostly in the pith. It is wanting in the leaf. 

Structure of the axis. (Plate III, Fig. 3). The cuticle is 
striated. The epidermis consists of tabular cells with both the inner 
and outer walls tfiickened. The cortex is composed of chlorenchyma, 
but the cortical cells in the ribs are collenchymatous. In the peri- 
cycle a ring of sclerenchyma is not present. The vascular bundles 
are bicoUateral, the rings of soft bast being continuous on either 
side. The medullary rays are narrow and uniseriate. The vessels 
are small and arranged in rows, Wood-prosenchyma which is little 
developed, is not provided with more or less typically differentiated 
bordered pits as recorded by Solereder (9) for other members of the 
Gentianaceae, The pith is composed of thin-walled cells. 

Structure of the root (Plate III, Fig. 4). Stone-cells occur in 
the pericycle. A pith is not present. The decaying of the primary 
cortex as recorded by Solereder in the Gentianoideae, has been 
observed. 


Conclusions, 

I. Stomata are surrounded by ordinary epidermal cells, and 
hence do not belong to any particular type. 

а. Oxalate of lime occurs in the form of small clustered crystals 
only in the stem. 

3. Clothing hairs and internal secretory organs are wanting. 

4. Mesophyll is composed of uniform polygonal assimilatory 
cells. 

5. In the axis, the vascular bundles are bicollateral, and a ring 
of sclerenchyma in the pericycle is not present. 

б. In the root, stone-cells are found in the pericycle. There is 
no pith. 
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Explanation of Plates 1 —III. 

Plate I. 

Phoiograpii of Enicoslemrna littorale Blume. 


Plate II. 

Fig. I.—Black and while drawing of Enicostemma littrole Blume. (Nat. sue). 
Fig. 2. —Corolla opened out. (x ^o). 

Fig. 3.—Pistil with calyx attached, (x 10). 

Fig. 4.--T. S. Ovary, (x 10). 


Plate III. 

Fig. I.—Leaf-epidermis, showing stomata, (x 215). 

Fig. 2. —T. S. Leaf, showing: s,stoma; e,large epidermal cells; m,un- 
<lifterentiated mesophyll. (x 2x5). 

Fig. 3.—T. S. Stem, showing: c,tabular epidermal cells; c,cortex composed 
of chlorenchyma; col,collenchyma; v,bicollateral vascular bundles, (x 2x5). 
Fig. 4. —^T. S. Root, showing: d,decaying of primary cortex; s,stone cells. 

2IS). 



STUDIES ON THE SPOTTED BOLLWORMS OF COTTON— 
EARIAS FABIA S., AND E. INSULANA B, 


BY 

M. C. Chbrian and M. S Kylasam 
{Agricultural Research Institute, Coimbatore^) 

Cotton buds and bolls are subject to varying degree of damage 
by caterpillars of Earias fahia S, E. insulana B, Platyedra gossy 
piella S, Heliothis armigera F and Rabila frontalis W. In 
Coimbatore, the latter two do occur but in such sparse numbers 
and at only certain periods of the growth of cotton that they had 
at no time gone beyond the stage of minor pests, though in count¬ 
ries like Amenca and South Africa Heliothis armigera F had easily 
attained the rank of one of the serious major pests of cotton* 
Caterpillars of Earias fabia, B, insulana and Platyedra gossypiella 
are easily the most destructive and cause considerable damage to 
the growing buds and bolls. Fletcher and Misra (1921) have given 
an account of the former but it relates mostly to the pest as pre* 
valent in N. India. Recently, Deshpande (1936) has made a 
valuable contribution on the spotted bollworms as far as they relate 
to Bombay. As yet there has been no published record of the 
spotted bollworms relating to S. India which would give a connected 
account of the worms as they prevail in the south. The need for 
such a contribution is obvious and an attempt is made in this paper 
to supplement the knowledge in that direction. This paper 
exclusively deals with the spotted bollworms under Coimbatore 
conditions. 


Seasonal incidence 

(a) General. The cotton season starts from September-October 
months when both Cambodia and rainfed cottons are usually sown. 
The indications of borer attack are first discernible in November 
when the affected top shoots show signs of withering. The spotted 
bollworms as they try to make their way into the stem and branches 
through the axillary and apical buds cause destruction to the latter. 
They feed on the core of the stems and this results in growth 
ceasing altogether above the region of damage. It is claimed that 
this kind of damage does really good to the plant in certain types 
of cottons by accelerating the production of monopodials on a 
more extensive scale. Venkataraman and Jagannath Rao {1933) 
had experimentally proved that such damage to the ‘Northerns* in 
Nandyal tract had given significant increased yield in the plants so 
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affected by top borers. Similar studies, however, made by Rama* 
nathan (1931) in Cambodia and Uppam had given negative results. 
Though one should welcome an attack of this kind in certain types 
of cotton, there is always the inherent danger of this kind of initial 
infection gathering strength and bringing about considerable loss 
of buds and bolls at the time of heavy budding and boiling. From 
the stems the caterpillars turn over to the buds and bolls as they 
begin to appear in late November. Of the two kinds of spotted 
bollworms that are found here, Earias fabia occurs in preponderent 
numbers unlike in the Punjab where E. insulana is said to be the 
most abundant. The latter sometimes appears now and then in the 
season in cotton buds and bolls but never shows up prominently, 

(b) Shed buds and bolls. Hilson, Ramanatha Ayyar and 
Chockalingam Pillai (1925) have recorded that the majority of the 
buds and bolls shed were apparently healthy, unaffected by pests 
and diseases, and those that were attacked by insects traceable 
to spotted bollworm damage. It was gathered from their studies 
that the peak attack was reached in December with 65% damage 
to the buds and bolls, and thereafter the incidence took a down¬ 
ward trend and touched a very low figure of 5% by the middle of 
February; again it went upto 20% in May. Attempts were made 
to study the incidence in the shed buds and bolls of Cambodia of 
borer attack on a wider basis with a larger material to work on. 
The work was continued over a period of three seasons in the years 
*937“38f 1938-39 and 1939-40, The shed material was daily picked 
together in the mornings from a plot of two cents and examined 
the same day for borer incidence. Sometimes the studies had to 
be suspended due to dearth of material in the field and were resumed 
when they became available again. The data thus obtained are 
presented in the Table I, 

It will be observed that the caterpillar population was very high 
from the middle of December to the first week of January in 1937-38 
and this period of intense activity of the bollworms coincided with 
the maximum damage to the buds and bolls and the heavy shedding 
noticeable then. Thereafter there was seen an abrupt falling off 
in the population followed by a slowing down of shedding and a 
decrease in the extent of bollworm damage therein. There was 
also observable a tendency for the population to rise again in the 
middle of May to July when shedding became prominent again and 
the damage pronounced. But in 1939 similar trends were not ob¬ 
servable; there was very little of shedding in the months preceding 
February, and the caterpillar activity as judged from the population 
percentage would appear to be comparatively low. The maximum 
percentage of damage and population had never exceeded 2*8 and 
I’5 in buds and 3*76 and 2*06 in bolls in the month of February 
when shedding was most heavy. But in the previous year, i.e., 
1937-38, the period of heavy shedding and damage had commenced 
rather early and the maximum percentages of damage and popu- 
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TABLE 1 


Percentage of Incidence ol spotted bollworm damage and popnlation 
in Cambodia shed cotton. 


Year 

Bobs 

Eoi.ts 

Total 

exa¬ 

mined 

Dama¬ 

ged 

by 

Barlas 

Larval 

popu¬ 

lation 


popu¬ 

lation 

Total 

exa¬ 

mined 

Dama* 

by 

Earias 

Larval 

popu¬ 

lation 

%afe 

of da¬ 
mage 

%age 

of lar¬ 
val po- 
ptttotioe 

1937 

Novr. ii. 

679 

344 

3 

50-7 

0*5 

313 

171 

23 

550 

7-3 

Deer. i. 

4203 

1600 

452 

38^0 

10*7 

6137 

2084 

715 

33*9 

11*6 

M ii. 

2373 

340 

57 

14’4 

2*4 

13827 

1422 

320 

10*3 

3*3 

1938 
Jan. i. 

2154 

60 

6 

2-8 


20431 

459 

60 


1 

0*3 

,, ii. 

222 

19 

1 

8*6 

— 

2757 

131 

11 

4*7 

0*4 


.. «; 


Mar. 


..no sbed material. 


Apr. 

May. 

June 


$* 

July 

u 

Aug. 


U. 

127 

7 


5*5 


84 

1 

1 

1*2 

i. 


418 

60 

27*8 

4*0 

788 

73 

36 

9-2 

ii. 

7917 

548 

115 

6*9 


1597 

359 

174 

22*0 

i. 

3419 

83$ 

211 

24*4 

6*2 

1683 

mEm 

361 

44*0 

ii. 

228 

103 

44 

ESEl 

15*0 

461 

148 

65 

32*0 

i. 

896 

357 1 

162 

39*9 

18*2 

277 

87 

71 

31*0 

h. 

1276 

241 

97 

18-8 

7*6 


163 

84 

mmm 

i. 

457 



39*4 

14*8 

1620 

478 

150 

28*9 


V2 

45 

10*9 

2P5 

14- X 
2S-8 

15- 8 
9-r 


1939 


Jan. 

Feb. 

i. 


58 

22 

0*85 

) snea i 

0*33 

Daiena 

2462 

25 

7 

1*01 

0* 3 


ii. 

1142 

32 

17 

2* 8 

1- 5 

585 

22 

12 

3*76 

2*06 

Mar. 

i. 

913 

27 

28 

2-96 

KXH 

112 

10 

4 

8* 9 

3* 6 


Ii. 

395 

32 

1 17 

8- 1 

3*96 


26 

14 . 

24* 6 

13- 3 

Apr. 

i. 

511 

148 



5*94 

216 

71 

36 

32* 8 ! 

16* 6 

ii 

mmm 

237 

72 

23*07 


256 

96 

39 : 

37* 5 

IS* 3 

Deer. ii. 
1940 

1748 

700 

152 


8* 6 


257 

113 

i 

23* 3 

10* 3 

Jan. 


mi'iM 

1517 

726 

21- 6 

10- 3 

4963 

MEM 

555 I 

18* 8 

11* 2 


ii. 


212 

57 

MEM 

4*09 

3687 

161 1 

59 ; 

4* 3 

1* 9 

Feb. 

i. 

793 1 

47 

20 

s- 9 

m'mm 

1068J 

51 1 

13 

4*77 

1* 1 


ii. 

29 

7 

3 

■1 

10* 4 

836 

121 

1 

1* 4 

0* 1 


i & ii indicate fortnights. 


lation for the period were 50.7 and X0.7 in buds and 55,0 and 11.6 
in bolls. In x939*'4o, again, the phases of shedding, damage and 
population were found taking identical trends as were noted in 
1937-38 but the hi^ figures of 1937-38 were never reached. Ab¬ 
sence of shedding in the early months of growth and low incidence 
of bollworm in 1938-39 may be attributable to the continued 
drought experienced during that period. On the other hand, a high 
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incidence of the bacterial disease caused by Bacteria tnalvacedrum 
was noted to have affected the buds and bolls in that season* 

(c) In green and dry bolls. Though no actual examination was 
made in 1937-3® and i 93 ®- 3 ?> figures for the earlier years have been 
compiled and are furnished in two separate tables hereunder (Tables 
II and III). 


TABLE II 

Percentages of Earias fabia and B. insulana in standing green Spoils 

of Cambodia collected from 100 plants. i 


Year 

Jany. 

Feby. ^ 

March 



June 

July 

J920 

179 

1*05 

5*77 

5*30 

310 

2*50 

310 

1922 

3*27 

1*14 

0*29 

5*37 

18*32 

13*13 

7*19 

1923 

373 

0-53 

0-93 

1*65 

1*80 



1924 

095 

0*92 

3*24 

6*12 

3*40 



1925 

771 

0*91 

3*50 

12*20 

17*10 



1926 

1-38 

0*79 

0*95 

3*34 

6*80 

7-77 

12’S0 

1927 

1*44 

2*23 

3*45 

7*40 

11*64 

10*50 

6-64 

1928 

2*28 

0 54 

0*87 

3*83 

203 



1929 

3*78 

1-50 

1*50 

4*40 




1930 

3*95 

1-80 

3*47 

3*02 




1931 

1-60 

1*30 

1*50 

11*50 




1932 

3*93 

3*70 

250 

4*20 




1933 

2*80 

3*70 

4*40 

7*99 

2*20 

1*79 

3-20 

1934 

1*38 

0*68 

0*71 

14-&0 



1 

1 


TABLE III 

Dry boll infestation by Earias fabia and £. insulana in Cambodia 
cotton for the years 1922-1934. 



i 

% 

ll 

<g| 

s 


BoUs 

Locks 

Total 

Percentage 

Year 

ll 

damaged 

damaged 
by Earias 

No, 

of lock 


1 

by Earias 

of locks 

damage 

1922 j 

1 Season 

61211 

6480 

2742 

3015 

183633 

1*6 

FKar 

19972 1 

15999 

2597 

3771 

59916 

6*3 

1923^ 


2599 

379 

111 

120 

8797 

1*4 

1924 


863 1 

213 

61 

75 

2589 

2*9 

1925 


1142 j 

193 

64 

77 

3426 

2*3 

1927 


1045 

232 

80 

99 

3135 

3*2 

1928 


1784 

77 

42 

40 

5352 

0*9 

1929 


1343 

167 

88 

136 

4029 

3*2 

1931 


2803 

620 

191 

240 

8409 

2*9 

1982 


2477 

812 

205 

370 ! 

7431 

5*1 

1933 


3783 

717 

424 

700 

11349 

6*3 

I934j 

1 SeiuwB 
l-Kar 

840 

1899 

654 

955 

260 

140 

608 

251 

2520 

5697 

25*0 

4*6 


It will be seen that the infestation in the green bolls in the 
months* of January is always low scarcely exceeding 3.95% except 
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in one year (1925) when it shot upto 7.25%. It then steadily and 
slowly rises and reaches the peak by the end of April when the 
crop is, as a rule, pulled out on the farms and is no longer available 
for following up the trend of infestations in subsequent months. 
Nevertheless, the figures for four years which are available indicate 
that there is a tendency for infestation to go up beyond April, As 
regards the damage to locks in dry kapas it seldom exceeded over 
‘6.0% though in one year (1933) as high a figure as 25.0% was 
recorded. 


Nature and extent of damage 

The caterpillars bore into the buds, flowers and bolls and feed 
•on the inside contents of the ovaries. They sometimes totally 
•destroy them or bring about shedding. ^Though an internal borer 
for most of its larval life the caterpillar has a tendency to withdraw 
and move out into another bud or boll, ^his habit which is in 
contrast with that of the pink bollworm is responsible for more 
widespread damage observable in the buds and bolls. It has 
already been mentioned that top boring of the stems is a feature 
in the early stages of the growth of the cotton. This kind of damage 
sometimes affects adversely the yields of certain types of cotton by 
delaying the flowering; it sometimes helps to give an increased 
yield as well, as noted elsewhere. Being a dirty feeder, the 
attacked boll even if it should persist cannot be expected to give 
clean lint when it finally bursts. To this extent the damage must 
be considered fairly heavy. More often the damaged bolls get 
hard, mummified and seldom open properly. From the incidence 
figures for shed buds and bolls it is clear that the spotted bollworms 
are active early in the season and bring about a severe shedding of 
the early formed flower buds. According to Hilson (1925) the buds 
that appear in the period from the middle December to late 
January are the most efficient in developing into good bolls* 
Unfortunately, this critical period synchronises with intense activity 
of the bollworms which results in more widespread attack and 
consequently more of shedding in this period. The loss under this 
head is considerable. If the bollworm factor is eliminated at this 
vulnerable stage and an increase in the stand of bolls secured there 
will ultimately be more yield at the end. 

Alternate host plants 

Both the species of moths were found breeding in Ahutilbn 
indicum, A, hirtum. Hibiscus rosasinensis, H. cannahinus, H. escu- 
lenius, H, vitifolius, Malva^trum coromandeliamim and Althaea 
rosea; they are not noted on Thespesia populnea, Sida cordijolia, 
Hibiscus panduriformis and H. subdarifa. The caterpillars were 
found right through the year in varying proportions. From the 
studies made so far, Hibiscus vitifolius pods were found to be more 
beavily infested by the spotted bollworm, nearly 19.0% of the pods 
being found bored. Abutilon spp. are found to carry a larger po¬ 
pulation of E, insulana caterpillars and this finding is in agreement 
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ivhh that of Fletcher and Mtsra ( 1921 ). Infestation percentages in 
the two host plants i»e., H. vitifolius and Abutilon hirtum over a 
period of four years are furnished in the table IV below. 


Incidence of spotted bollworms in host plants 


Year 

Hibiscus vitifolius 

Abutilon hirtum 

Total 

examined 


Population 

•SI 

^ a 

9 

&II 

■8 
■i.a 
& s 

^ a 

Total 

attack 

Population 

08 

g >2 

^ 0 

■s| 

B/b 

E/l 

B/b 

E/i 

1937 

1169 

229 

189 

8 

19*6 

16'8 

906 

145 

27 

31 

16 0 

6-4 

1938 

918 

155 

122 

3 

169 

125 

2748 

319 

34 

195 

11-8 

8^5 

1939 


169 

mmm 


18-6 

11-8 

5.56 

25 


3 

4-5 

! 5-6 

1940 

76*^ 

148 

111 


19‘1 

14-5 



not taken 




Natural enemies. 

The caterpillars were found to be parasitised under the field 
conditions. A list of parasites so reared from the field material is 
given below. 


. Name 

Nature 

of 

parasitism 

Host and 
its 

stage 

Plant host 

Braconidab 




Microbracon lefroyi D & G. 

ecto 

E, fabia and 
E. insulana 
caterpillars. 

Shed cotton buds, 
flowers and bolls; Hibis* 
cus tsculenius pods. 

Microbracon greeni (Abh) 

ecto 

do. 

Hibiscus vitifolius 

pods ; Abutilon hirtum ft 
W. indicum pods. 

Microbracon hebetor (Say) 

ecto } 

E. fabia 
caterpillars. 

H, escutentus pods. 

Basins n. sp* 

endo 

do. 

Shed cotton buds, 
flowers and bolls. 

JRhogas aligarhensi Quadri. 

endo 

do. 

Shed cotton buds, 
flowers and bolls and 
H. tsculenius pods. 

ICHKBUliOKIDAB 



Melcha nurses Cam. 

endo 

do. 

H. escutentus pods. 

Chalcxdab 



Mlasmus fohnsimi Ferr. 

ecto 

En fabia 
larvae and 

prepupae. 

Shed cotton buds and 
bolls and H. vitifolius 
pods. 

Tachznibab 


Aciia hyoHnMa Mali, 

endo 

E* fabia 
larvae. 

Shed cotton buds and 
bolls. 

CBLOBOmAB 




PciyadaspU casn^esskeps 
Duda. 

endo 

i 

j 

do. 

H vitifolius pods. 
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It will be seen that there are three kinds Mkjrefcracona 
parasitising the caterpillars ititder held conditions; UicmhfMon 
lefroyi parasites which are characterised by the ebony black tians* 
verse bands on the 3rd and 4th abdominal segments seem to attack 
the caterpillars infesting cotton and H. esculentus only. They have 
not been bred so far from caterpillars in H. vitifoUus and AbuUlon 
spp, pods though the host population in the latter was always high 
and the host plants co-existed with cotton in certain cases and some¬ 
times were situated far off from cotton. Microbracon greeni has 
been found to attack E. fabia caterpillars in H. vitifoKus and 
E. insulana caterpillars in Abutilon pods but has never been reared 
so far from the cotton buds, flowers and bolls nor from H. esculent^ 
us pods. This behaviour and the disparity in size and color be¬ 
tween the two strongly suggest that the two parasites are not 
identical as is inclined to be r^arded by Lai (1939). Laboratory 
breeding trials have fully borne out the above assumption; the 
specificity of the parasites had never changed and they always bred 
true to type. Mkrobracon lefroyi was found to parasitise worms 
in tender-buds, flowers and bolls. It was not much in evidence in 
well developed bolls. Its activity was evident at the time of heavy 
production of buds and bolls and it faded off when the budding 
slowed down. Breeding of this parasite which presented difficulty 
in the earlier years was made easy by giving caterpillars enclosed 
in partially cut tender bolls of i cm. to 2 cm. diameter, the contents 
of which were partially scooped out; the cut halves were then sealed 
with the caterpillar in, by means of a loop of thread. The cater¬ 
pillars given in this way were easily accepted and parasitised. 
Further details on these parasites will form the subject matter for 
another paper which is to be published shortly. 

It will be interesting to record that Eumenes edwardsii has been 
found to hunt E. fahia caterpillars and stock them in its nest built 
on the tops of trees. 


Life history studies. 

The two previously mentioned publications give details on the 
life history of the two species. It is not intended therefore to cover 
the same ground once again except where it is absolutely necessary. 
Both the species are nocturnal in habit. They pair on the and day 
of emergence and soon after the females commence to lay eggsf 
egglaying is chiefly confined to the early hours of the night. 

Eggs and egg period. Under field conditions the eggs are found 
all over the parts of the plant, more being observed in concealed 
situations like the leaf axils, bracts, leaf veins on the underside etc; 
they are never closely laid but are scattered loosely in twos and 
threes. Fresh eggs are of deep sky blue tint, with light green 
sheen at the top; they are of the shape ai a crown and are highly 
sculptured.Within 12 to 20 hours after egglaying, the fertilised eggs 
develop a pink spot on the crown region and a pink annular band 
immediately below the crown; on the and day the blue gloss change 
to dull buff color but the pinkness of the band becomes very pro¬ 
nounced ; on the 3rd day the egg shell becomes duU ferown to Yjrbite 
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ai^d the developing larva is now visible underneath. Larval 
emergence is more restricted towards the crown i^egion than towards 
the base. It takes nearly 60 to 72 hours for the eggs to hatch. 
Moths are capable of laying a maximum of 3B5 eggs spread over 
5-13 days; their longevity does not exceed more than 15 days. 
The fresh hatchlings have the habit of partly nibbling the egg shell. 
The fecundity record for E. fabia is furnished below. There is not 
much of difference in the life history details in the two species. 

Fecundity record of Earias fabia. 



‘t.i tj jii? 








■■MM 



. 'g 

r^ 

Serial 

No. 

a &o 



Date of Egglaying 


a 0 ^ 

Hgi 

fit 

ial 

! ^ 

1. 

4-3-33 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 



135 

4 

a 

1 

35 

54 

45 











2. 

25-3-33 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

1 

2 

3 

311 

7 

11 

40 

82 

62 

74 

33 

17 

3 








3. 

27-3-33 

29 

3U 

31 

1 

2 

3 




83 

Q 

a 

10 

28 

45 












4. 

10-4-33 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 




263 


g. 

84 

69 

62 

35 

13 










5. 

16-4-33 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 2‘J 


8 

14 

58 

H 

44 

"39 

36 

21 

22 

15 



1 




1 

6. 

18-4-33 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

246 

8 

11 

55 

42 

38 

27 

38 

IT 

18 

9 







7 . 

18-4-33 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 




95 

3 

a 

65 

22 

8 














21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 




a 

19 4-33 










235 

9 

12 

p. 

)9 

40 

39 

27 

22 


17 

16 

9 





Q 

20-4-33 

21 

22 

23 

24 






188 


c 

if. 

so" 

le" 

IT 







0 




in 

20-4-33 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 



267 

7 

8 

JLV. 

15 

h9 

6 S 


"24 

2 

"T 



/ 





Larval and pupal periods ,—The larval life extends over a period 
of 10-12 days after which the larvae spin the cocoons and pupate 
therein; the prepupal period lasts for about 24-36 hours. In the 
publications ,so far cited there is no mention made of the characters 
by which one could distinguish one species from the other in their 
larval stages. It is possible to distinguish the caterpillars of the 
two species from the 3rd instar stages* The larvae of E, insulana 
apart from their paleness in color and more extensive creamy 
color in their body pos^s well defined finger shaji^d processes 
which are wanting in E, fahia caterpillars^ A description of the 
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advanced E, insulana caterpillars is given. Head: Clypeus white» 
two semi lunar smolcy black patches on the front united; Prothorax r 
a pair of transverse stripes light black; the anterior bolder and 
well defined but broken in the middle; an inverted V-black mark 
in the centre in front of the first stripe; spiracle black* Meso- 
thorax: dull olive with creamy white patches interspersed; two 
pairs of finger shaped processes, one median and the other lateral; 
the median 2.5 mm. twice as long as the lateral, purplish, topped 
by single white hair and covered with a felt of purplish hairs; base 
and the bottom broadly orange. The lateral, white small covered 
with a felt of white hairs and topped by single white hair; basal 
end with an orange patch; a big black oval spot between each 
patch on either side. Metathorax: similar to meso but in the lateral 
pair of processes bigger than that of the meso. First abdominal 
segment: white patches more extensive; two pairs of equal sized 
processes, one median and the other lateral with white felt of hairs 
on both; the bases orange; the lateral placed immediately above 
the black spiracle. Second abdominal segment : with only one well 
developed pair which is lateral, placed below and behind the 
spiracle; two pairs of big black round patches, one median and the 
other lateral; the median pair of processes reduced to stumps. 
Third abdominal segment: very much like the first but with a 
larger white area. 4th, 5th, 6 th and yth abdominal segments: with 
the same number of processes as the and and 3rd; the fourth has 
a large white area with less of black spotting. Sth and gth abdo¬ 
minal segments : same as above, the 9th having a median area 
which is distinctly black and warty. 10th abdominal segment : 
median area with a conspicuous shining black warty surface. Legs: 
with a black touch at the coxal end. Pupation is partially on the 
plant and partially in the soil debris containing shed material. 
Adults emerge in 7-10 days after pupation. There is so far no 
indication that long cycle pupae do exist. 


Adult emergences and sex ratio. 

It has often been observed that, for some reason or other, a 
few pupae get mummified and there was no emergence of adults 
from them. The time of emergence is usually restricted to the 
early hours of the morning between 3-5 a.m. It would appear that 
the females slightly predominated in number over the males. Out 
of 138 adults reared in 1933 over a period of two months in March 
and April, 66 happened to be males, the rest being females. 

Non-response to tropisus. 

The moths are not usually well attracted to powerful light nor 
do they come to traps which are charged with odorous chemicals 
like oils of Citronella, Geranium, Anisi, bergatnol and terpenes 
like Eugenol, Iso Eugenol, etc. Gingelly oil cakes seem to show 
very slight attractiveness when soaked in water and exposed in 
shallow trays in the cotton fields. 
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BIRD LIFE IN AN ASSAM JUNGLE 

BY 

F. N. Betts. 

This paper is intended to give .some account of the bird life of 
a small stretch of country, which I was able to study fairly intensively 
over a period of three months, from mid-February to mid-May. 

The locality was the Jagi Road quarry, lying on the Assam 
Trunk Road, halfway between Gauhati and Nowgong, just where 
the first ridges of the Khasia Hills begin to rise from the dead level 
plains of the Brahmaputra valley. 

The particular area under review is bounded on the north by 
the Trunk Road, and is about lA miles in length by f mile in. 
breadth. It consists of a strip of flat ground varying in width from 
200 yards to J mile, behind which rises a forested ridge 200 feet 
high, dropping on the far side to plains level, where a brook forms 
the southern boundary. To the north, beyond the main road, the 
plains extend 15 miles or more to the Brahmaputra, a vast expanse 
of tall thatching grass, swampy ‘bhils*, and a certain amount of 
paddy cultivation. To the south the land rises in a series of forest 
clad ridges, with a general east to west trend, as far as the eye 
can reach. All this is reserved forest and quite uninhabited. 
Malaria is very prevalent, and the population, even in the plains,, 
small. 

Climate. I was unable to obtain any rainfall figures, but, judging 
from the vegetation, it is likely to be in the neighbourhood of 80/90* 
inches. During the period under consideration rain fell, on an 
average, 3 times a week, usually in the form of heavy thunderstorms 
during the night, often accompanied by a strong wind. At the 
time of my arrival in February, the air was comparatively dry with 
a sharp drop of temperature at night* By the middle of Mayi it 
was hot, humid, and steamy both day and night. 
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Flora. About 2/3 of the urea was uader forest The flat, tow- 
lying portion was covered with a dense growth of evergreen, 
tropical rain forest, forming a solid canopy, the trees overgrown 
with ferns, orchids and other epiphytes and interlaced with lianas 
and rattans. A thick undergrowth grew below, straggling saplings, 
plants of the Strobilanthes type, and a particularly virulent type of 
stinging nettle. The slopes and summit of the hill were clothed 
in mixed deciduous and bamboo forest with comparatively little 
undergrowth. I arrived at the end of the wintering season, when 
most of the trees and the bamboos had shed their leaves and were 
bare. The flowering trees, Simul, Erythrina, and the Asoka tree 
were just coming into bloom. By the time of my departure, the 
whole forest was in full leaf, and over a part of the hill the bamboos 
had seeded and died off. A circumstance that made the area of 
particular interest to me was the fact that the vegetation was very 
similar in type to that of the part of India with which I am best 
acquainted: the evergreen and deciduous jungles of the Western 
Ohats in Coorg and Mysore. Differences, indeed, there were, as 
is only natural in view of the fact that the Assam forest lies over a 
thousand miles north of Coorg, but this is partially compensated 
by the fact that the former is only a few hundred feet above sea 
level while the latter lies between 2500 and 3500 feet. The annual 
mean temperature is probably not very different in the two cases, 
but in Assam, as would be expected from its more northerly latitude, 
the seasons are much more marked and the temperature range at 
-either end of the scale, greater. 

The south depends mainly for its rainfall on the S.W. Monsoon, 
more than half the yearly total falling during June, July and August, 
accompanied by a strong wind off the Indian Ocean, which makes 
this season cool and pleasant, quite unlike the steamy, greenhouse 
heat of Assam in the rains. In the latter district, the precipitation 
is spread out over a much longer period, and comes in showers 
interspersed with hot sunshine. This, combined with the marshy 
character of much of the valley of the Brahmaputra makes the climate 
generally far more humid though the actual rainfall may not he 
much greater. This is borne out by the greater intermingling of 
evergreen and deciduous vegetation in Assam, and also to some 
extent by the distribution of bird life. 

Although the area with which I am dealing is such a small one, 
it can be divided into a number of very distinct biotopes. 

I. Evergreen Tropical Rain Forest. Originally covering most 
of the flat ground between the road and the hill foot. Now confined 
to a patch about J mile square at the eastern end of the area, and 
a thin strip along the base of the hill, running up some way into the 
various re-entrants and ravines. Also a fairly wide belt along the 
stream forming the southern boundary. Parts are swampy, and 
grow beds of broad leaved plants of the cardamom type and a little 
Pandanus. 

a. Deciduous and Bamboo Forest. Occupies quite half the area 
including the whole of the hill. The latter rises in the centre into 
a dome of granite. Here vegetation is sparse and stunted, giving 
way altogether on the summit where the naked rock breaks through 
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in a smooth, gently rounded whaleback. The ridge drops at dither 
end and breaks up into a mass of enormous boulders, some of them 
40-50' in height. Here the vegetation is much stronger, large trees 
flourishing in the pockets of rich soil in the clefts and rifts, and 
spreading a network of roots over the stone faces where leafmould 
lodges and provides nourishment for a host of lesser shrubs and 
seedlings. 

3* Gfa55 Savannah. A pure stand of thatch grass a couple of 
acres in extent on the eastern border. 

4. Secondary Forest. A stretch of flat land at the foot of the 
hill at the extreme eastern end of the area. It had been evergreen 
forest which had been felled some years previously, leaving a number 
of trees standing though by no means sufficient to form a canopy. 
A strong secondary growth of shrubs, saplings and ageratum had 
sprung up, but constant firewood cutting and cattle grazing kept 
it fairly open. A very important section from the bird point of view. 

5. Camp Area, Quarry and Railway. Generally open grass, 
buildings and cultivation with a number of scattered trees. Included 
in this area some 20 acres of evergreen forest in which for anti- 
malarial reasons, the soil'had been drained, and the undergrowth 
cleared and burnt, leaving the trees forming the canopy untouched. 

I call this the evergreen clearing. 

6. Meadow and Abandoned Cultivation. A considerable expanse 
of plain at the western end of the area about half of which was 
open grazing land, meadow with short cropped grass and scattered 
trees, the rest a solid mass of Ageratum six or eight feet high among 
which remained a few sickly looking trees apparently half choked 
by the rampant weed. 

In the detailed list of birds which follows, I have included notes 
as to the comparative status of identical or closely related species 
found in similar biotopes in S. India, but a few general observations 
may not be out of place here. I have pointed out above that the 
more humid climate in Assam gives rise to an admixture of ever¬ 
green and deciduous vegetation which rarely occurs in S. India 
where the vegetational zones are clearly marked and follow the lines 
of the isobars running north and south. There is a similar trend 
in the distribution of bird life. While the area under consideration 
conformed in the main to the characteristics of the S. Indian 
deciduous zone, a number of birds occurred which in the south are 
restricted to the evergreen rain forests. There were also a number 
■of absentees which one would have expected to see. Too much 
notice cannot be taken of this as the area was such a small one. 

Breeding. The breeding season of birds has no definite limits 
in tropical countries, but there is a maximum period, and in Assam 
it appears to be about a month later than in the south, i.e. April/May 
as March/April. The casualties among the eggs and young 

<rf wild birds are always extremely high, but the figures 1 obtained 
for the nests which I found were positively catastrophic, and must 
surely have been exceptional. Of course there must have bwn ten 
nests in existjence for every one which I found, but those I discovered 
were, 1 think, a fair average, and by no means always the most 
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conspicuous. I was always careful to avoid disturbing the nest or 
the surroundings, and in no case was there a desertion as a result 
of my first visit. Other human interference could practically be 
ruled out, and there were very few crows or tree-pies about to spy 
on my goings and comings. One or two nests definitely succumbed 
to storms, a few others were smashed and pulled about, but in the 
vast majority of cases the eggs or young simply disappetired with 
very little disturbance of the nest. The fact that the area was 
inhabited by a pack of about twenty Langurs, another of Stump- 
tailer Macaques, and at least 3 pairs of Giant Squirrels may have 
had something to do with it. Having done no collecting, I refrain 
from using subspecific names. 

1. Csrviis nacrorhyocbos. Jungle Crow. Scarce. Only seen round the village*^ 
seldom in the forest. In Southern India they are found throughout deciduous 
forest even in the wildest parts, though thinly distributed. .They are always the 
first on any carrion, and it is their appearance, probably, that summons the 
vultures. 

2 . Dendrocitta vagabimda. Common Tree-Pie. Occasionally seen in the camp^ 
area, apparently as casual visitors from cultivation. Not resident and never 
seen in the forest. In S. India they are equally at home in cultivation and deep- 
in the deciduous jungles though not the evergreen. 

[Dandrociita formoaae. Not seen. It might have been expected, being common 
enough in the Himalayan foothills. In S. India, the analogous D. leucogastra, 
while typically a bird of evergreen forest and never found in the purely deciduous 
biotope, is decidedly partial to the intermixed strip on the border of the two 
zones.] 

[Paridae. Strangely enough no tits were encountered. In S. India Machlo- 
lophus xanthogenys would certainly have occurred in this sort of biotope with 
possibly Parus major though this is more of a dry zone bird.] 

3 . Qarrulax pcctoralis. Black-gorgeited Laughing Thrush. 

4 . Qarrillax monileger. Nechlaced Laughing Thrush. Both species occurred^ 
and except when seen together, so that the difference in size became apparent, 
they were almost impossible to tell apart in the field. A flock, often of the two 
species mixed, inhabited the boulder strewn eastern edge of the ridge both in 
deciduous and evergreen facies. Shy and not very noisy for Laughing Thrushes. 
They fed almost entirely on the ground turning over the drifts of dead leaves 
with a great deal of rustling and scratching. I have often expected to see some 
big bird like a pheasant or junglefowl from the noise that was being made. 
By the end of March they appeared to be paired and the flock broke up to a 
large extent. I found a nest of G. pectoralis. It was a large, rough, bulky cup 
of dead twigs and tendrils containing 4 bright blue unspotted eggs. .The bird 
sat close but was extraordinarily adept at slipping off without giving a clear 
view and hiding in the undergrowth without a sign of her presence. Two pairs 
haunted this area and were extremely shy and silent at this time except in the 
evenings when they made a great noise while going to roost, one bird of a pair 
scolding and chattering, and being answered by its mate. 

5 . India, N.E. India being the real home of the Laughing Thrushes, it was. 
natural to find them well represented in the Assam area. The sole S. Indian 
species (apart from Trochalopteron cachinnans which has a purely montane 
distribution and hardly enters the purview of this paper), Garrul^ delessertii, is 
confined to the evergreen forest biotope and would not be met with in this- 
intermediate type. 

Argya and Tiirdoldcs ; Neither of these genera were seen. In S. India one 
would have expected T. somervillei in the Deciduous and Camp and Maidan» 
sections, and probably A. suhrufa in the secondary and thatch grass facies. 
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5. PMatorhfaMS (idiiiHceft ?) Scimitar Babbler. One or two pairs, some* 
times small parties, usually were to be seen in evergreen facies, climbing about 
the trunks and branches of the trees and poking their long bills into crevices. 

S. Indian P. horsfieldii is quite similar to the above in habits. 

‘ 6 . Alcippe iopftlentit. Nepal Babbler. Only seen in evergreen facies where 
it was not uncommon in pairs or small parties, feeding in the undergrowth or 
on the ground. A nest found on April i 6 tli in dense forest was a foot from the 
ground in a young rattan palm where the fronds emerge from the brown, coir¬ 
like leaf spathes. It was a deep cup made of the loose, tattered bark on which 
it was built and was lined with black rhizomes. The three eggs were quite fresh, 
and indistinguishable from those of A. poioicephala. The sitting bird was very 
bold, leaving the nest reluctantly, and remaining close at hand with its mate, 
scolding angrily. 

S. India : A, poioicephala is quite similar in habits and habitat. Its nests 
are usually made of moss. 

7. PellorOMIfB ruficepf. Spotted Babbler. Seen in pairs and small parties 
all through the forested sections whether evergreen, deciduous or secondary. It 
was particularly fond of bamboo facies. A nest was found in a very typical 
situation on March 25 th, containing 3 heavily incubated eggs. It was a ball of 
dead leaves very well hidden in a drift of dead leaves at the foot of a bamboo 
clump on the edge of a hrepath. The parent, once the young were hatched, used 
to approach and leave the nest on foot, running through the undergrowth like a 
mouse. She provided mostly smallish insects, but on one occasion a cockroach 
of considerable size. The young left ffie nest on the 12 th or 13 th day from 
hatching. 

5. India : The local subspecies is quite similar to ihe above in every way. 

8 . Ynhiaa Sp. A pair were seen in deciduous forest on the hilltop, working 
through the undergrowth and low bushes. 

9. Aegithina tiphla. lora. Scarce. Seen once or twice in the Camp section, 
and in the thin deciduous forest on the crest of the ridge. 

S. India : It would be likely to be common in this sort of biotope. 

10* CbloropSiS aorifronS. Gold-jronted Chloropsis. 

11. Chloropsis jerdoni. Jerdon’s Chloropsis. 

Both species were fairly common in the secondary facies and in the camp 
area where they haunted large isolated mango trees. They were certain to be 
found at any time on Bombax, Krythrina and Asoka trees when these were in 
bloom. 

12« Chloropsis hardwickii. Orange-breasted Chloropsis. More partial to the 
evergreen facies than the other two. It was seen feeding on the scarlet flowers 
of a strobilanthuS'like plant in secondary facies, not more than four feet from 
the ground. This was unusually low, as all the Chloropses are birds of the 
treetops. 

5. India : The first two ««pecies have much the same habits as in Assam, 
while the third does not occur. 

13, MolpaiUS cafor. Red-vented Bulbul. Fairly common in the Camp and 
Maidan, usually in pairs. Rarely seen in the secondary facies and not at all in 
the forest, 

S. India: The Assam bird looks much darker than the S, Indian and has 
definite whitish cheek patches which are not noticeable in the latter bird. Its 
status in comparison with Otocompsa emeria is much the same as in S. India. 
M. cafer occupies mainly the dryer and more open country, and O. emeria the 
wetter and more evergreen. Over much of their range they overlap and in an 
intermediate biotope with a bias towards evergreen such as one finds at Jagi 
Road, O. emeria is, as one would expect, dominant. 

14* OtgMlBpti MBcrlt. Red-whiskered Bulbul. Common throughout the Camp 
area, Maidan, secondary jungle and the borders of the deciduous, also on the 
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hilltop where the forest thinned out^ It wne not so conspictioiKdy ^pminoiiost 
bird in the countryside as it usually Is where it occurs in the Soixth^ As in ^ 
South however I found more nests iA this bird than any other presumably because 
they are always easily accessible and usually not particularly well hidden^ 
while the sitting bird takes no pains to conceal her departure. No nests seen 
before April 13&. Six nests were found between April 13 and 46* AH were 
robbed before hatching. The full clutch tn Assam appears to be 3 as against 
an average of two in S. India. In the South, breeding peak is reached a mondi 
earlier, usually by mid-March. In the field the Assam bird can be distinguished 
by the light coloured tips of the tail feathers, and the fact that the red dieek 
patches are so reduced as to be invisible at any distance. 

15 . OtUCOmpM flavlrestrif. Black^crested Yellow Bulbul, A forest Bulbul. 
It was most numerous in the secondary jungle but was also seen in the deciduous 
facies and also on the borders of the evergreen. It is an arboreal species seldom 
coming near the ground. A pair were seen collecting Ageratum seed down on 
April II. A nest with two incubated eggs was found on April 26» seven feet up 
in a thick bush in sliady but not very dense forest. It was a flimsy cop of dead 
yellow leaves bound with a little cobweb. 

S, Iitdia: Pycnonotus gularis of S.W. India only differs from this bird in 
having a short hardly noticeable crest as compared with the long forward pointing 
crest of O. flaviventris, and a red throat patch lacking in the latter bird. Apart 
from this the two are nearly identical in habits, habitat, song, nest and eggs. 
They both have the peculiarity of making their nests very largely of yellow dead 
leaves. Judging from field study it looks very much as if we have here a bird 
which has developed, in the extremes of its range, differences that are undoubtedly 
of specific value but by no means such as to justify putting the two into separate 
genera, in company with other species not nearly so closely related. Unless 
there is some very good taxonomic reason against it, I suggest that O. flaviventris 
should be transferred to the genus Pycnonotus, Apart from the shape of its 
crest it has no near affinity whatever with O, emeria, 

16 « . Crlolger gularis. White-throated Bulbul. A few pairs were regularly 
but widely distributed through the evergreen facies to which they were entirely 
restricted, A very noisy bird, its note an ugly scolding, wheezy croak. They 
keep to the thick treetop canopy and are very shy and hard to see. A possible 
nest which, however, was deserted before eggs were laid, %vas found on April 10 
in the undergrowth in thick forest. This bird has no S. Indian counterpart. 

17* Qcokiclila citriaa. Orange-headed Ground Thrush, A single bird was 
seen on two or three occasions feeding in the evening in the clearing in the ever¬ 
green jungle round the camp where the undergrowth had been cUared. It was 
shy and silent and like its South Ipdian congener, which has similar habits and 
ha^bitat, it is probably a rains breeder. 

18 . Turdua tottllml. Grey-winged Ouzel. A single male was seen with fair 
regularity feeding on the ground in the open meadows at the western end of 
the area, and diving for cover into the Ageratum thickets when disturbed. There 
is no real southern representative. T. simillimus is a montane species which 
only appears in the deciduous zone occasionally in winter. 

19 . Cafltyclliif taularia. Magpie Robin. Common and familiar as always. 
There were a number of pairs both in the secondary jungle and in the camp 
clearing to which they took very kindly. There was a tree just in front of my 
hut with a number of rotten, hollow branch stubs. These throughout April and 
May were continually being explored and fought over by a pair of Magpie Robins, 
a pair of Indian Rollers, and several Jungle Mynahs. I never discovered which 
if any finally set up house in them. 

S. India: The Magpie Robin here is in every way similar. 

20. KHI^aclt MicrMmi. Shama. Common in the secondary atnl 
deciduous biotope particularly in bamboo facies. A nest was found on April as 
with 4 eggs in an isolated stump in a clearing tn the secondary jungle two fiset 
from the ^und. It was a cup of black rhizomes in the bottom the hollow. 
The eggs hatched on April 23. Both parents fed the young on grobs or cater.* 
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pillar* of some kind. The young when last seen on May 2 nd were in full guHl 
and would have been due to fly in 3/4 days at most i.e. 12/13 days from hatching. 

The Assam Shama struck me as being more numerous, tamer, and more 
ready to come into the open than its S. Indian congener. Furthermore, whereas 
the latter is a rather disappointing singer, letting fall five or six rich notes and 
then falling tantalisingly silent, in Assam they whistle freely for minutes together 
like the Magpie Robin. 

21. MyepiMMMIS tettaHnckll. Whistling Thrush, This was a surprising 
absentee. It is common all along the Himalayan foothills, and the rocky stream 
in the shady ravine in the southern border of the area was an eminently suitable 
habitat. Actually, though my wanderings took me considerably beyond the 
boundaries of the area under survey, I never saw it in the locality. In S. India' 
though its congener horsfieldii is mainly a bird of the evergreen it is found in 
much drier country than Jagi Road given only a permanent, swift running hill 
stream with a border of evergreen vegetation along its banks. 

22. Eilcarttt •cblftaceus. Slaty-backed Forktail, A pair frequented a 
300/400 foot stretch of the stream bounding the area in the south, in very dark, 
heavy forest. Like Pied Wagtails in habits, they are never still, rarely if ever 
forsaking the “stream bed, flying in a semicircle when driven to the limits of their 
territory and coming back to the stream behind one. They disappeared about 
April 30 th. Migrated ? 

23. Situ casUttea. Chesnut-bellied Nuthatch, A pair were seen on two 
occasions in thin deciduous jungle. In S. India this is a bird of the drier parts 
of the deciduous zone only, and would hardly have been expected in an inter¬ 
mediate biotope Dke that of the Assam area. 

24. SiphiliffafflllmU. Orange-gotgetted Flycatcher, A single bird was seen in 
deciduous forest on the hill top on April irth. It was probably on migration. 

2$, Alscaaai Utkaatrls. Brown Flycatcher, There were one or two pairs in 
bamboo facies. They were singing in early April and probably going to breed. 

5. India : Found in similar bamboo country. 

26. NIitiva MCfrigoriae. Macgrigor*s Niltava. One or two pairs were seen 
in Febtuary and early March in the evergreen clearing and the adjacent ever¬ 
green forest. They disappeared later, 

27. filialyas thalattiiui. Verditer Flycatcher, Seen at intervals in the Camp 
clearing up till March 10 th presumably on passage. 

28. Hypatlqrflria aiarct. Black-naped Flycatcher, Very common. It was 
quite the commonest flycatcher. Most numerous in secondary jungle and bamboo 
facies but occurring everywhere even in thick evergreen forest. A deserted nest 
was found on April 16 th built on a loop of creeper hanging under a bamboo 
clump in secondary forest. 

S, India : Quite similar here but not nearly so common. 

29. KklpMara alMcallia, White-throated Fantail Flycatcher, A single bird 
was seen for a day or two at the end of February in the evergreen clearing. 

S, India : R, aureola is strictly a bird of dry deciduous biotope and would hardly 
have been expected in this sort of intermediate zone. 

30. NaMala iaaova* White-tailed Blue Robin, Once seen in thick under¬ 
growth in thick evergreen forest. 

31. CaMipa paciarilto. Eastern Ruby-throat, Once seen in March in 
Agerahm acruh, Lgalti spp. Shrikes, No true shrikes were seen which was 
very surprising. One would have at least expected L, ntgriceps which is so 
connnon over moat of. Assam. In S. India the meadow land and Ageratum scrub 
would have provided an Ideal habkat for L, schach at all times and L, cristatus 
In winter. 
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32, liesilpiti picatiif . Brown-hacked Pied Shrike, Not common. A few 
pairs were distributed through the area mostly in deciduous fcH^est. A pair were 
seen building a nest on March a4th in a t3^ical site 20 feet up Ofi the upper 
surface of a thin horizontal bough of a leafless tree standing by itself on a firepath 
on the hilltop in thin deciduous jungle. Both birds were bringing cobwebs. 
They began sitting extremely tightly on April 2 hnd continued to do so for a 
week until the bough on which the nest was built was broken off one night in a 
storm. The nest was as usual a minute cup of lichen bound thickly with cobweb 
to the upper surface of the branch where it appeared as a scarcely discernible 
excrescence, 

5 . India : The local subspecies is quite similar in habits and distribution. 

33. Tephrodorals giilari84 Large Wood-shrike, A flock was generally to be 
seen in the deciduous jungle on the hilltop, sometimes coming down into the 
quarry. I saw one building a nest on April f8 in a bare outlying horizontal fork, 
20 feet up in a leafless tree on the hilltop. It was bringing cobwebs. As usual 
the nest was built on top of the bough, where it broadened out at the point of 
division, so that very little was discernible from below. Ten days later the bird 
was sitting, brooding with the head back and bill pointing vertically upwards, 
so still that it might have been in a trance. With its grey plumage it looked 
just like a broken stub of the tree itself. 

5 . India : T, g. sylvicola is found in similar biotope but in much greater 
numbers. 


34. PericroCOtas speclosnt. Scarlet Mmivet, Seen on several occasions in 
small flocks in deciduous jungle but was by no means common. The Southern 
Indian P. flatnmeus w’ould be definitely common in country of this type. 

35 . Chaptla aeoea. Bronzed Drongo. Very scarce. Seen on two occasions 
in secondary jungle. 

5 . India : It is very common Indeed in this sort of intermediate forest biotope. 

36. Chibla hotteotota. Hair-crested Drongo. .The typical drongo of the area, 
in fact the only one which could be said to be common. It occurred freely all 
through the deciduous forest, secondary jungle, Camp and Maidan sections. Any 
flowering tree was certain to have half a dozen on it feeding on the nectar and 
on one occasion I saw seven or eight feeding among the blossoms of a shrub 
with scarlet flowers growing 6/7 feet high in a secondary clearing. This* species 
appears to be the typical drongo over much of Assam ip light forest or well- 
wooded cultivation. It is bold and familiar and lives and breeds in tea gardens 
where there is a good growth of shade. It is interesting to note that the relative 
status of this species and Dissemurus paradiseus in Assam is quite reversed in 
S. India. In the latter part of the country, the local subspecies of C. hottentotta, 
which even in the field is noticeably smaller than the Assam bird, is scarce and 
erratically distributed. They appear to wander widely, a few turning up when 
any of their favourite trees are in bloom, and then disappearing again. They 
are always shy and hard to approach. Dissemurus paradiseus on the other hand 
is common all through the moister deciduous and intermediate zones especially 
in bamboo facies and well-wooded cultivation in the neighbourhood of bambw 
jungle. It is one of the typical birds of the shady coffee and cardamom plan¬ 
tations. 

37. Dittenanis ptradisens. Large Racket-tailed Drongo. 

A couple of pairs had territories in the deciduous jungle on the hillside where 
there was a fair growth of bamboo. They were much shyer than their S. Indian 
congeners, and I never saw them except in fairly thick forest. Like the latter, 
however, they were extremely noisy birds and great mimics. 

38. Bbrlnga fcflilfcr. Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo, A single birct was seen 
for about a week always in the same spot on the borders <f the evergreen and 
secondary facies. It was silent and extremely shy and unlike most drongos did 
not choose some bare outstanding bough on which to perch, but kept very much 
to thfe interior of tall leafy trees, so that one only saw it when on the wing. In 
this species the rackets are formed by equal vanes on either side of the quill, 
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whereas in Dissemurus the rackets are altogether on the outside^ of the quill, the 
inner vanes being rudimentary. 

39. Phylloacopttt sp. Willow Warbler, Several species occurred but apparent¬ 
ly only as winter visitors. 

40. Orliietraas saforittS. Tailor Bird, Occurred in the open weedy clearings 
in secondary forest. 

41. treat pttellt. Fairy Bluebird. Seen on occasions in pairs in the ever¬ 
green facies. None appeared to be permanently resident within the area. 

S, Itidia: The bird here is quite similar and is a good deal commoner in the 
sort of jungle found at Jagi Road, than it was in Assam. 

42. OrltittS XtatborottS. Black-headed Oriole, Seen all through the Camp 
area and deciduous forest at various times. By the end of March a pair had 
settled down in a comparatively restricted territory in the thin open woodland 
at the top of the hill, where they evidently intended to breed, but 1 did not succeed 
in finding a nest and do not think incubation can have started up till the time 
1 left on May 7 th, as both birds were still about. I saw them feeding on berries 
and on two occasions on large hairy Bomhycid caterpillars. These were beaten 
on a branch for at least ten minutes before being swallowed, presumably to 
remove the stinging hairs. 

S, India: Here this species is confined to dry purely deciduous country. 
O. oriolus which is common in moist deciduous and intermediate evergreen facies 
in S. India as a winter visitor, was not seen in Assam. 

43. Qrtcoia religiosa. Crackle. Fairly common in noisy flocks of up to a 
dozen, usually in the deciduous forest. There were 3 or 4 enormous Bombax 
trees on the hillside whose straight boles, running up fifty feet without a branch 
were riddled with the grackles nest holes, the work of several seasons. Two 
or three pairs were nearly always to be seen of an evening, volubly discussing 
the day’s affairs in the upper branches of these trees. The holes are quite 
distinctive, oval in shape and untidily finished off, the edges being chewed and 
blurred, not clean cut like a woodpecker or barbet’s work. 

5. India, The local bird is quite similar in habitat and behaviour. 

44. Staroll mtUbarica. Grey-headed Mynah, Quite common in the Maidan 
and Ageratum scrub area where by the end of April they were breeding in holes 
in the scattered trees. I never saw them in any of the forested sections. 

5. India : 5. m. blythii while equally common in parkland and wooded culti¬ 
vation is also found freely in light open deciduous forest. 

45. Acridotberes trlstls. Common Mynah, 

46. Aethiopfir foKat. Jungle Mynah, Both species occurred in the Camp 
area, Maidan, and round the \illage, but not in the forest, either deciduous or 
evergreen. Both were breeding by mid April in holes in trees round and in ^he 
Camp. While in the area I have demarcated, both species co-existed. A, fuscus 
never extended its range very far from the foot of the wooded hills, and as soon 
as one got out into the open grass plains north of the Trunk Road, A, tristis 
held the field alone. From the field naturalist’s point of view it seems absurd 
to place two species so similar in different genera. 

S. India ; Here the comparative distribution is much the same as in 
Assam. A, tristis is always to a greater extent commensal with man. While 
it may be found in dry deciduous jungle well away from cultivation, in the 
wetter areas it is strictly confined to the neighbourhood of habitations. 

47. Siampastar coairt. Pied Mynah, Quite common in the Maidan section 
and the more open, grassy portions of the Camp area. Sure to be found where 
cattle were grazing. They were nest building by the second week of April. 

48. Sofaglasaa tpliaptcri. Spotted-winged Stare, A large flock spent a couple 
of days feeding on the blossoms of a big Asoka tree on the hilltop. This was 

^ Only apparently on the outside, but actually inside^ a twist in the shaft 
producing the illusion. Eos. 
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the only time they were feen, with the exception of « eolitmry bM a lew 
later on a flowering EfythHna in the quarry. They were ntney, blattering Mm 
highly social and typical^ Starlings. , 

49* IMmmIw ilriate* White^hacked Manta. Seen regularly In pairs and 
small parties in the sjeconds^ jungle. Found several empty nests irom March 
iq onwards. These were evidently used lor roosting purposes as I flushed 3 or 
4 birds out of one nest on more than one occasion, and the nest had deflnitely 
not been used lor breeding. 

S, India: The bird here is quite similar in every way. 

50. Uralaaclui paactalala. Spotted Munia. Only once encountered when 
flushed a large flock ol 50 or more out of some bushes on the edge of the 
secondary jungle. 

S. India: Common in similar country. 

51. Fleceafl pataerlMft. lYepver Bird, I saw a flock on March 28 th in non¬ 
breeding plumage, feeding among the flowers of a blossoming Asoka tree in the 
deciduous section, well inside the forest, not at all where one would expect 
Weavers. They were there in the same place on April 18 , one male in breeding 
plumage. On May 5 th, probably the same flock had started building at the top 
of a 40 loot tree on the edge of the secondary jungle where it bor^red on the 
thatch grass patch. Five nests were in progress, thatch grass being the material 
used. Near by though not actually in the area, a colony were building on the 
roadside telegraph wires, a site I have never seen used in S. India though it 
seems not uncommon in this part of Assam. 

S, India: I have never seen Weavers actually in forest in S. India though 
they are common enough on the outskirts both in deciduous and intermediate 
biotopes wherever there are paddy fields. There their breeding season is deter¬ 
mined largely by the paddy cultivation. They use strips of paddy leaves almost 
exclusively for nesting material, and seldom begin work before June when the 
crops are a foot or more high. 

52. PasMr denestIcM. House Sparrow. A number lived round the quarry 
workers* huts. Purely commensal with man. 

53. HlraMa davrica. Red-rumped Swallow. The only swallow definitely 
identified. It was quite numerous in the open parts of the area—Camp, Quarry 
and Maidan. A pair was seen collecting mud from a puddle on the main road 
in mid-April but I did not find the nest. 

5. India : Here, on the whole, a bird of dry deciduous country. 

54. Mtltcllta btrtulu. Yellow^headed Wagtail. Two or three frequented the 
Maidan pastures for a few days from April 14 th, evidently on passage. .They 
were in full breeding plumage. 

55. Cisnyrii aiistlca. Purple Sunbird, I did not see any until the end of 
March when they became common in the open parts of the area, and in thin 
deciduous forest. A nest with young in the quill was found in the quarry on 
April i 3 tTi. On April i 8 th this had been half destroyed, probably after the young 
had flown, and a female presumably the owner was removing the materials to 
a new site a couple of hundred yards away. 

56. AMiMpyfi ilfMreia. Yellow-backed Sunbird. Not numerous but regularly 
to be met with in cultivation and the waste land sections overgrown with 
Ageratum. 

57. AellMfiygt feslilAef Manipur Yellow-hacked Sunbird, I believe 1 saw 

this once in the secondaor jungle. It was rather a quiet, unobtrusive little bird, 
'flitting about in the interior of bushes and not so active on the wing as most 
of its kind. - • 


53. IHcitlltt cmoitaliufl. Crimson-backed flowerpeckef. One pair seed In 
cultivated land. These were the only flowerpeckers noticed whtCli yem surprising 
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as there were plenty of parasites of the Viscum and Loranthus families. In 
S. India one would expect to find £>. erythrorhynchos common in such biotope. 

50. AriSiMihcra MfM. Streaked Spider^hunter* Probably a good deal 
eommofier than one reali^ but owing to its swift flight, cryptic coloration, and 
preference for the canopy of tall trees in evergreen forest, it was difficult to see. 
A nest which 1 believed to have been of this species was found in process of 
construction on March 30 in a sapling growing in a cleft between two huge 
boulders in thick shady forest. It was completed and the full clutch of 4 eggs 
laid on April iith. It looked like a huge and very ragged sunbird^s nest without 
the usual cobweb binding, being composed of dried grass and bark shavings which 
looked as if they had l^n robbed from a tree rat's home. There was a lining 
of bamboo leaves. The bird was shy and I was never able actually to identify 
her on the nest which she left like a streak of lightning on one's approach, but 
there was always a Spider-hunter near by making much noise and demonstration 
at a safe distance. On April 26 th the nest was found on the ground with two 
eggs still intact. There had been several very heavy storms and It looked as if 
it had got soaked, and, being very loosely and roughly suspended from the tip 
of a twig, had pulled away from its foundation and collapsed with its own weight. 
The nest was about 15 inches long, of which the straggling tail of rubbish hanging 
below took up a good third, by six inches at the widest. This type of nest 
appears to be more like that of a Broadbill than the normal Spider-hunter 
pattern. But the bird that flew off was definitely not a Broadbill. The eggs were 
whitish fairly heavily spotted with greenish brown especially at the big end but 
not so heavily as to conceal the ground colour. 

60. Pittfi cyaflM. Blue Pitta, This was seen on several occasions on the ground 
in thick undergrowth in evergreen forest. I found what 1 believe to have been 
a nest of this species at the end of April, though I never actually saw a bird 
visit it. It was a large round structure the shape of a football, over a foot in 
diameter with a four inch wide entrance on one side, substantially constructed 
of sticks and dead leaves, and placed on the top of a foot high tree stump in 
the middle of a bed of broadleaved, canna-like plants, under the shade of ever¬ 
green forest. On April 30 th it was being lined with bamboo leaves and rhizomes, 
but two days later it appeared to have been disturbed and eggs were never laid. 

61 . Pitta ilpalcMli? Blue-4taped Pitta, A bird believed to have been this 
species was observed on several occasions feeding late in the evening in the 
evergreen clearing on the forest edge. It was extremely shy and would run 
back into the jungle as soon as it saw one coming, and it was usually too dark 
to get a realty good view. It was a typical Pitta in shape and action, with the 
characteristic long legs and almost complete absence of tail. 

S, India: P, brachyura is a fairly common winter visitor but does not breed. 

62. Scrilaphas rabropyg Hodgson's Broadbill, A pair were seen in ever¬ 
green forest on April 26 th. They were quiet, rather sluggish birds, keeping to 
the treetops, perching very erect and the tail kept well down and frequently 
twitched. 

63* PlOifl Ctm* Black^faced Green Woodpecker, Occurred regularly in pairs 
and small parties, mainly in evergreen but also in deciduous forest. I flushed 
birds from nesting holes on April 14 and 16 in both cases in small trees in thick 
evergreen forest and low down. One of the holes was not more than 18 inches 
above ground level, the lowest woodpecker hole I have ever seen. Both appeared 
to be M borings used a second time. From the second hole I flushed both male 
and female at different times. 

61* PkffS diaralaplMiS. Lesser Yellow-naped Woodpecker, Not so numerous 
as the last but fairly often seen in evergreen forest. It occurs in similar biotopes 
in S. India. 

6 $* Woodpecker, A family 

party seen on one or two occasions in deciduous forest. Much the same habits 
as the $. Indian bird and a similar cal). 
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66. OechMilli grmtia. Pale-headed Woodpecker. A striking little wood¬ 
pecker. A pair was seen on several evenings about ptii to 14th* March In 
bamboo facies of the deciduous forest, and in the neighbouring^ more q>en 
secondary jungle. They were very active, running up and down the bamb^s 
constantly calling each other, with a peculiar chattering call, flapping their wings 
as they did so. In shape and posture they resembled Micropternus brachyurus. 

67. Hypoplcat bypeiythms. Rufous-hellied Woodpecker. Seen on one or two 
occasions among the scattered trees of the maidan section of the area. 

68. Sadi ochracea. Rufous Piculet. This pretty little bird was seen on a 
number of occasions in secondary jungle and bamboo clumps in the deciduous 
forest, usually quite low down. Almost invariably solitary. An active little 
creature, very tit-like in its ways. 

69. Plcamana foaomfiahli. Spotted Piculet. Very similar to the last in 
habits and habitat but a good deal more common. 

5. India: This is the only piculet which occurs and it is rare. It is found 
in the same sort of biotope, but ascends the hills to 5000 feet. 

70. Tboelceryx liaeatat. Lineated Barhet. There were a fair number in the 
open parts of the area, the Camp zone and Maidan with their scattered trees, and 
also less often, in secondary forest, though rarely if ever in the big forest. 

5. India : The analogous species T. viridis is far commoner than the above 
in this sort of biotope; in fact it is about the commonest bird. 

71. Cyaa^f asiatica. Blue-throated Barhet. Much commoner than the last, 
widely distributed all through the deciduous forest and secondary jungle. I 
watched one digging out a nesthole on April nth in a dead bough. It pecked 
with open beak, biting and wrenching out chunks of wood. At intervals it would 
pause to utter it’s— bring, bring*. As it called the air pouches on the 
sides of the throat could be seen dilating. 


72. Xaatiioiaeaia hacnacephala. Coppersmith.* This was rather scarce. It 
was usually seen in the secondary jungle where it kept to the tops of high trees. 
Not nearly as common as X. malabarica would be in similar biotope in S. India. 
There X. haemacephala is a bird of very dry deciduous country. 


73, Surnicttlas lusttbrls. Drongo Cuckoo. A regular frequenter of the 
secondary jungle and the evergreen clearing. It was very like a small drongo 
in colour shape and flight, but Jhe bill was noticeably cucuUne and it was slug¬ 
gish and lacked the brisk activity of the king crows. It was usually seen solitary 
on a leafless bough^ at the top of a tree. A noisy bird with a whistle of five 
piping notes on a rising scale, and occasionally another call rather like ibat of 
the Plaintive Cuckoo. Although recorded from S. India, it is definitely rare 
there, and J have never come across it. 


74. Pesthoceiyx sonocratll. Banded Bay Cuckoo. 
forest, 

S. India: The commonest of the small cuckoos 
foisting its eggs on the lora principally. 


Once seen in seceqdary 
in this sort of biotope. 


were unusuaUy active for^members of 

bouoii J Lw *'«*'** constantly flitted from boudh to 

^it^e r CTOMh ** * eharacteristic pe^ine 

mIT' f T “ bough, the long »in£ wl^ 

flight. * Lonquet, which bird their iitdee4 reseinbled in sire and 
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76 , SlMf«<7tet MsHb. Grecn^hilled Malkoha, Three or tour pairs were 
scattered through the secondary jungle, the thin deciduous jungle on the hilltop, 
and the border of the Maidan. They were sluggish birds usually seen in pairs, 
spending most of their time sitting in some thick-foliaged shrub or sapling of 
no great height. I never saw one feeding. The note was a low croaking ‘ko, 
ko, ko\ On April i8 1 flushed one from a small isolated tree, iq feet high, 
smothered in creepers on the edge of a fire line, and found a nest there in the 
heart of the tangled mass. It was a ridiculous little cup for so large a bird, 
made simply by interlacing and twining the surrounding and still green and 
living and unbroken leaves and tendrils. There was one fresh egg which was 
robbed by some creature the next day. 

5 , India: K, viridirostris, a smaller species of much'the same habits occurs 
in similar biotope with a tendency towards dry, deciduous scrub jungle. 

77 . Ceolr^llS tiacatls. Common Crow-Pheasant. There appeared to be 
only two pairs in the area, one living in the secondary jungle and the thatch 
grass patch adjoining, and the other in the Maidan and the neighbouring 
Ageratum thickets. The latter pair used to come out of an evening and feed in 
the open meadow, often in the company of the local junglefowl flock. They 
seemed a good deal shyer and less noisy than in S. India, where they are very 
common both in deciduous and evergreen country, avoiding only the extremes of 
dense, continuous forest and bare, treeless plains. 

78 . Cgfltropgf beagaleosit. Lesser Crow-Pheasant. At least one pair lived 
in the thatchgrass patch and the secondary scrub and forest adjoining, but 
they were seldom seen, skulking in the thickest cover and only visible on the 
rare occasions when they took wing. They seem common in grass throughout 
Assam. In S. India exceedingly scarce. 

79 . PsitUcahi krimrl. Rose-ringed Paroquet. Not at all numerous and 
great wanderers. Seen in small parties in the deciduous jungle or more fre- 
quently flying over the area in the evening on their way to roost. Very much 
forest birds here. 

India: In this biotope one would have expected to find P. cyanocephala 
j»nd P, columhoidcs common. 

[Loriquet Coryllis vernalis. Never seen here which was surprising as in 
S. India it is exceedingly common in similar biotope.] 

SO. Coraclas benghaleotU. Common Roller. Two pairs inhabited the Camp 
area and at least two more the Maidan. Their territories were large, each pair 
holding sway over not less than 10/15 acres. Tliey were evidently going to 
breed in the area, but I never actually discovered a nest. As stated elsewhere 
a good deal of quan'elling went on between the robbers. Mynahs and Magpie- 
l^obins over possibly suitable hollows in the scattered trees in the Camp. In 
S. India this is a bird of the plains and dry open deciduous jungle. It is scarce 
in the wetter parts of the deciduous belt and is not found at all in the evergreen 
country. 

81 . BuryttoaittS •rieaUlliS. Broad’billed Roller. At least two pairs Ircqucntcd 
the area. One of these was usually to be seen among the scattered trees of the 
secondary jungle and the neighbouring deciduous forest-covered hillside. The 
other pair lived at the opposite end of the area in the Maidan, and the mixed 
forest on its borders. The wings are more pointed and the flight more darting 
and rapid than in the case of the Common Roller. Unlike that species they 
hardly ever came to the ground, frequenting the tops of tall leafless trees, and 
flying out to catch Insects on the wing. On March loth I saw a pair apparently 
courting. They perched side by side, making a great noise, a chattering croak. 
As they called both birds would nod their heads slowdy up and down and at 
intervals one or other would swoop dowm to a grackle’s hole, one of many bored 
in the trunk of a tall Slmul tree about 40 feet up, pause clinging to the entrance 
a second or two, and fly up again. 

5 . India : Here this bird is rare and apparently confined to evergreen forest 
in the extreme S.W, i.e. Travancore. It has not been noted as far north as. 
Coofg or Mysore. 

8 
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S 3 , MiMft Blue^UBiM ' Beefeater* One or two small imntlea 

were seen on several occasions on the Maidan. Tliey appeased to he on passage 
and not resident. 

5 . India : Only found in the dry, arid plains of central Mysore. Does not 
occur in forest. 

83 . AiCiMrapi atisrlasl. Btue-hearded Hee*ea1er. A pair Were usually to be 
seen in the spindly, thin deciduous jungle on the hilltop, especially on the 
borders of the outcrops of bare rock. As in S. India where th^ are found in 
similar biotope but are not nearly so common, they are rather silent, sluggish 
birds, their note a low croak. On one occasion ! saw a pair feeding on nectar 
on a flowering Erythrina tree. While some breed in April/May, the principal 
season is undoubtedly October. At this time one comes upon their newly bored 
holes every mile or so in the banks of the bridle paths all through the Assam 
hill tracts. 

[Kingfishers: None were seen. ] 

8d. Aotbracacme aMtobaricaa. I^rge huHan Pied HombilL A flock oi about 
ten were the most striking avian inhabitants of the area. They frequented all 
parts of the deciduous and evergreen biotopes and ranged a good deal beyond 
its borders, but they were nearly always to be seen at some time of the day 
within its limits. In the evenings at sunset, just before going to roost they 
used to come down regularly to one or other of the big termite hills scattered 
about the open grass of the Maidan, and make a light supper on tiie termites 
emerging for their night's work, often in company with a junglefowl or two. 
Their antics were most amusing as tlieir enormous bills were very ill adapted 
for dealing with such small prey. By the end of February they were beginning 
to pair, the cocks chasing the hens, and the courting couples perching side by 
side caressing and cuddling each other. By mld*March though still to be seen 
in a loose, noisy flock, they w*ere evidently fully paired off. During April the 
flock broke up and the binls were seen much less though up to the end of the 
month one still saw occasional pairs sojt did not look as though incubation 
had begun. 1 did not succeed in finding a nest and fancy they retire further 
into the forest to breed. 

S. India: Confined to heavy evergreen forest on the Ghats. 

85 . Harpactes erythfocephaias. Hed-headed Trogon. 

Scarce, seen once or twice, s<ilitary in evergreen forest. A silent, sluggish 
bird, spending most of its time sitting very erect on i\ bough, occasionally 

flitting out after an insect. Quite similar (o the S. Indian H. Jasciatus in habits 

and habitat. 

86. tiahoa alpaiaasls. Forest Eagle Owl. A large horned owl which I 

believe to have been this species was flushed on several occasions from thick 
foliaged trees in the evergrwn forest. 

87 . Afttar trivirgatas. Crested Goshawk. A pair lived in the area, mostly 

in evergreen jungle though they were shy and seldom seen. Their nest was found 
on March lath, 25 feet up in the top of a creeper-overgrown tree in thin forest 
in a swamp. It was a substantial platform of stout twigs, eighteen indies tvide, 
which app^red to have been constructed entirely by the birds themselves. There 
was a deep cup lined with leaves now dry, but apparently green when first 
brought. There were no eggs. The bird was seen near the nest on several 
occasions subsequeotly, but only on March 18 was she seen sitting. On March 21 
I flushed her from the nest. Unaware of her departure her mate flew up just 
then with something in his claws, saw me and beat a hasty retreat. There were 
now two eggs, round and bluish-white with a few blood smears. The bird flew 
round while I was climbing and made one or two feints at me but did not 
actually attempt to attack. A few days later the nest was deserted for some 
reason, and the birds were not seen again except on one occasion. A pair of 
junglefowl were heard calling hysterically In the secondary jungle not far from 
the deserted nest. On going to see w'hat was the matter, I flushed one of the 
Goshawks from the ground. It carried nothing away, nor was there any sign 
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4 >i its having struck anything on the ground. 1 can only Imagine that the jtingle* 
fowl had chicks and that the hawk had made an abortive stoop on them and 
was searching for where the^ had hidden themselves. 

5 . India : Occurs in similar biotope and I have found the nest in much the 
same situation. Very much a forest hawk, hiding in thick trees and relying 
on a sudden, swift, short stoop to capture its prey. 

88. Accipitsr Virgatas* Besra Sparrow-hawk* Hearing a great commotion 
of small birds one day in an evergreen ravine, I flushed a Besra carrying some bird 
almost as big as itself which it had just killed. 1 could not identify the prey 
but bdieve it was a Laughing Thrush of some kind. 

89 . Hallaatar Mof. Brahminy Kite. 

90 . Mllm BifraM . Pariah Kite. 

9 1. fteadcgypt hengaleasif. White-backed Vulture. 

92 . Sarcogyps calvaa. Pondicherry Vulture. 

While they can hardly be classed as residents all these scavengers were to 
be seen at various times in or above the area. The Brahminy Kite was the 
most uncommon and the White-backed Vulture the most numerous. Vultures 
of both species were often to be seen resting on tall trees on the hill and probably 
roosted there. P. bengalensis was breeding in Feb. in large numbers in big 
peepul trees round the railway station and the bazaar outside the area limits. 

93 . SphSMCSrcas apicawtoi. Pintailed Green Pigeon. A small flock was seen 
on one occasion on April 27 on a fruiting banyan tree in deciduous forest. 

94 . DsadrapiMaM paMpadsia. Ashy-headed Green Pigeon, None were seen 

until the last week in April when vast numbers, flocks of too or more gathered 
to feed on a certain smooth green fruit, the size of an olive, growing on a clump 
of trees in a ravine. On April 29th, a nest was found in an apparently most 
unsuitable spot. It was a fairly substantial twig platform in a main fork, 40 
feet up in a completely bare tree right out in the middle of the Maidan. The 

.sitting bird was ludicrously conspicuous and the tree an obvious perching 

place for every hawk, owl, and crow in the neighbourhood. True there was a 
drongo’s nest in process of construction on another branch of the same tree 
which might have provided some protection but one would have expected the 
pigeon to chot)se some leafy evergreen where its colour would give it perfect 
camouflage. It was rather interesting to find breeding going on while the 

species was flocking so intensively in the neighbourho^. It rather suggests 

that the birds lead a perennially nomadic and highly social existence, breeding 
taking place wherever a suitably large and long term source of food supply 
exists. 

S. Iitdia : The Southern subspecies is the typical green pigeon of this sort 
of intermediate biotope. Crocopus phoenicopterus occurs in dry deciduous country 
and the Imperial (Ducula badia) is found on the higher hills and in the evergreen 
forests. 

95 . CbalcaplMpt MICI* Emerald Dove. Fairly common in the evergreen 
forest especially on the edges of clearings and firepaths where it could feed on 
the ground. It was shy and more often heard than seen. It is quite similar in 
habits and habitat in S. India. Definitely a bird of the evergreen forests, but 
wandering into the intermediate zone on tlie borders. 

96t Maenpygia aadudl* Bar-tailed Cuckoo-l) 07 *e. Confined to the evergreen 
forest where it was a good deal commoner than tlie last. Appeared to be 
exclusively ^ugivorouft rarely if ever coming to the ground. It was usually 
solitary or in pairs^ except for a few days, at the end of April wlien numbers 
foregathered Wl^ scores of green pigeon to feed on a certain fruit. Even then 
they behaved Independently and not as a flock. 
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97 * Slrfftofcila dilMilli. Spotted Dove, Exceedingly common everywhere 
except in the evergreen forest. As In similar biotope in S. India, it was much 
the commonest of tlie pigeon family and indeed one of the most numerous of 
any species of bird. 

98 * QaltilSx biokiva. Red Jungle fowl. Common throughout the area in ever¬ 
green and deciduous forest. A flock of about a dozen used to feed every evening 
in the meadows of the Maidan, emerging from the jungle about 4 p.m* and 
retiring again at dusk, when they went to roost in the bamboos* Oddly enough 
cocks in full plumage were in the majority, the proportion of cocks to hens 
being about 7-5 at any rate up to the end of March, and there seemed little 
sign of breeding or rivalry among the males. During April however the flock 
broke up and the birds apparently distributed themselves in pairs throughout 
the deciduous and secondary biotopes. Morning and evening the jungle would 
sound like a barnyard as cock shrilly challenged cock. As mentioned previously, 
an odd bird would often join the hombills in their evening snack of termites 
on the anthills in the Maidan. 

5 . India : G. sonneratii is very similar in habits but is not so gregarious and 
is rarely if ever seen in flocks. 

99 * Pg|yp|8Ctfas blcalctratan. Peacock Pheasant, Two cocks of this 
interesting species lived in the area. They each owned a restricted territory in 
the bamboo facies of the deciduous jungle on the borders of the secondary belt. 
They lived about 500 yards apart and their favourite feeding grounds were the 
clear leafstrewn spaces beneath the clumps of giant bamt^os. They were 
exceedingly shy and wary, never coming out into the open, but they gave 
themselves away by their vocal efforts. Every evening the two birds would mount 
some fallen log, boulder, or low tree, and crow loudly for five or ten minutes 
together, each answering the other. There was usually one period of crowing 
about 5 p.m. and another at dusk when they went to roost. If they realised 
that there was a human in the neighbourhood, they would at once fall silent, 
hop down, and slip away into the undergrowth.. I frequently stalked the birds 
when they were calling but never saw any females in the vicinity, though on 
one occasion, just before roosting, the male was accompanied by two hens 
as he fed through the low bushes. One of the cocks used to roost regularly 
by himself on a low bush beneath a bamboo clump, and returned to the same 
spot in spite of my having shot unsuccessfully at him with a revolver at 5 yards 
range only the previous night. The territories seemed very restricted extending 
little more than a couple of hundred yards round the bamboo clumps which 
formed their headquarters. 

100 . OeuiMS borifIcUlit Blmck-breasted Kalij, Not as numerous as the 
junglefowl but there were at least four or five cocks with their respective harems 
distributed through the area, both in evergreen and deciduous forest. One cock 
and two hens used to feed regularly on the Maidan in .the evenings in company 
with the junglefowl flock. From mid-Feb. to mid-April, one invariably saw a 
cock with at least two and sometimes three hens in attendance. After that I 
have seen solitary cocks, and breeding had presumably commenced. They were 
rather silent birds, and the bubbling crow of the cock was by no means a 
frequent sound. 


101 . Qaritkillf mcltooiailhiu. Malay Bittern, A single Bittern haunted the 
swampy forest at the east end of the area throughout March and April. It 
spent much of its time perched in some thick foliaged tree, feeding in the bog 
below when so inclined, and, on being disturbed flapping off to another tree a 
few yards away. I never heard it utter a sound, nor was it ever seen away from 
I his restricted area of forest swamp. 


102 . tcpittpttlllt isvaaicit. Lesser Adjutant, Could hardly be classed as a 
resident 86 their feeding grounds were in the paddy fields and thatch grass 
north of the Trunk Road. Very often of an evening 4 or 5 of these stately birds 
would be seen perched on one or other of the giant simul trees on the hiltride, 
sun bathing and drowsing after the day’s work. 
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ANALYSIS OF BREEDING ACTIVITIES 


Species 

No. of 
Nests 
No. in 
Clutch 

Date 

found 

Result Remarks 

Garrulax pecioralis ... 

1-cS 

IS.iii 

Robbed 20.iii Full clutch IS.iii. 

Fe^amceum ruficeps,.. 

l-c3 

2S.iii 

Successful... Full clutch 28Mi, 

2 Chicks hatched, 
one egg addled, on 
28.iU. Chicks flew 
on lO.iv, 13 days 
from hatching. 

Alcippe nipalensis ... 

l-c3 

16.iv 

Robbed ... Full clutch fresh eggs 
16.iv, robbed 25lv. 

Otocampsa etneria ... 

6h53, 1, 

2, 3,2 

13.iv 

30.tv 

All robbed... No incubated clutch 
under three in no. 

Oiocompsa flavipentris. 

1-€2 

26.iv 

Robbed ... 26.iv Incubated. 

30:iv Robbed. 

KiUocincla macroura,.. 

1<4 

30.iv 

Successful... Hatched 23.iv. 

Flew 6/7.V. 

11/12 days from 
hatching. 

Hemipus picatus 

1-c? 

244ii 

Blown down Building 24.iii. 
in storm. Sitting 2.iv. 

Destroyed 11.iv. 

Tepkrodomis gnlaris,,, 

Sturnopasior contra ... 

1- c? 

2- c? 

18.iv 

13.iv 

Success up Building 18.iv. 
till last Sitting 28.iv. 

.seen. 

? Building 9.iv. 

Ploceus passerintts ... 

S-c? 

... 

> Building started 

c. 28iv. 

Vroloncha striata 

3 


... In occupation 19/25 

March. No eggs 
ever seen. Possi¬ 
bly only roosting 
nests. 

Arachfwthera magna 

l-c4 

9.iv 

Blown down Building 9.iv. 
in storm. Full Clutch 14iv. 

Destroyed 26.iv. 

Cinnyris zeyhmca ... 

l-c2 

IS.iv 

Successful? Well grown young 
13.iv. Nest being 
dismantled 18.iv. 

Pitta cyanea 

1 

26.iv 

Deserted Building 26Jv. 

before lay* Uning 30.lv. 
ing. Deserted 2.v. 

Picus cams 

2-c? 

14.iv 

? Sitting when found . 
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ANALYSIS OP BREEDING ACTIVITIES- 


S^ies 

No. of 
Nests 
No. in 
auieh 

Dais 

found 

Result 


RhopodyUs tristis 

1-cl 

18 .iv 

Robbed 

... 18 .iT Freib egg. 

22.iv RcMMd. 

Asiur tripirgatus 

l-c2 

14.111 

Deserted 

... 14.iU Reedy for ogge. 
21.ai SIttiiig 2 egge. 
l.iT Deserted. 

Dendro^kma pompadcra. 

, 1-c? 

29.iv 

Success 

29. *v Sitting. 


while Ob* 
served. 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE BIOLOGY OF APHIS NBJtll (FONSC.) 

ev 

Durgadas Mukbrji and Basanta Kumar Bbhura 
Entomological Laboratory, Department of Zoology, 

Calcutta University, 


Morphology 

This species Is easily recognised by the deep yellow colour of the body 
with cornicles, cauda and anal plate black. The antennae extend beyond the 
cornicles. The joints of the legs are black. The tip of femur is shaded 
fuscous both in the alate and apterous forms but not in immature ones. Thoracic 
terga are dull grey in alate forms. The antennae are uniformly black in 
alate forms but are not so in apterous ones. 9 to is,. equaLsised sensorla lie 
in one line on article III of the antennae of alate forms. The red eyes of 
the immature young can be seen through the skin of the abdomen of the adult 
apterous females. A waxy yellow liquid is exuded throu^fh the siphons, 
which on exposure to air rapidly, becomes coagulated. The body turns brown in 
colour when dead. The moiphological details of the aphid under report are 
given at the end of the paper under caption ‘Measurements’. 

Distribution 

The species is practically cosmop< 4 itan in distribution. In India, this 
aphid species has l^en reported from Lahore (Das, 1918), Delhi, Rohtak, 
Kama! (Deshpande, 1937), Coimbatore, Bellary (George, 1927) and Mysore 
(Krishnamurty, 1928). Goot (1917) gives a list of specimens of aphids in the 
collection of the Indian Museum and mentions therein that this species occurs 
in Calcutta as well as in Barakuda Islands (Orissa). 

Host Plant.-^Das (t9tS) reports this species of aphid from a number of 
plants and George (1927) mentions that Daemia plants are likewise host plants. 
Goot (1917) records its occurrence on Tylophota asthmatica W Si A, Here in 
our college garden at Baltygunge, Calcutta and near about this locality, we 
find this species clustering on the leaves especially on the veins of the abaxial 
and adaxial sides, as well as on the leaf stalks, stems, flower stalks and on 
the fruits of CaJotropis gigantea R. Br., xvhich is locally called the akanda. 

This pest is harmful to the host plant since it occurs in great numbers and 
causes heavy loss of sap. The leaves of the plant become shrivelled and turn 
yellow in colour and ultimately wither away. The leaves get covered with 
honey*dew excretions of die insect encouraging fungus*growdi. 
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Seiisonal alate and apterous forms of this insect were 

most abundant during the cold months of December 1944 January 1945* 
*jrhe apterous forms only, however occasionally were seen as late as the hot 
months of May, 1945. They disappeared in June, July and August 1945. 
Both forms, however, began to reappear towards the last week of September 
and became very abundant again in December. They were markedly absent 
during the rainy season. 

It is remarkable to note that no sexual forms (male) appeared among 
the lot under our observation. The alate forms as compared to the apterous 
one^ were fewer in number. Apterous parthenogenetic forms which were 
viviparous were reared in our laboratory within glass vials. Parthenogenesis 
was studied upto the fourth generations in the laboratory during the months 
of February and March 1945. The life cycle ran thus— 

alate form 

i 

apterous form 

I 

apterous form 

i 

apterous form 

Curiously, we did not obtain any alate form in our culture in glass vials, 
but the alate and apterous forms both appeared vvhen apterous specimens 
were reared on a pot plant of C. gigantea, R.Br., kept within our laboratory 
in the month of April, 1945. Of the apterous forms born of the alate within 
glass vials, the longevity during the months of February and March 1945 
extended to twenty days. The largest number of young produced by a single 
apterous female was forty-seven and the maximum number of broods pro¬ 
duced within 24 hours was seven. The young undergo four moults. Jhe 

interval between each Instar was irregular. The young reared in the last 

part of February, 1945 usually moulted in the following manner— 

First moult—4th day after emergence. 

Second moult—^5th day after emergence. 

Third moult—7th day after emergence. 

Fourth moult—^th day after emergence. 

Association of Ants, —We have not come across any record of ant association 
with this species of aphid in India. Moreover, Wheeler (1910) quotes Mord- 
wilko stating that the siphons are best developed in aphids which do not 

live in droves and are not attended by ants. But we find that these aphids 
live in droves though their siphons arc well developed. Moreover, we find 

that though association with ants is not common there are few instances 
where an association with two species of ants occurred. Cremastogaster dorhni, 
Mayr., and Acantholepis frau^nfeldi, Mayr., were attending the aphid. The 
ants stroke and caress the aphids by touching the extremities of their body 
with their antennae: first with one and then with the other antenna. The 
latter is moved extremely rapidly. The aphid responds to the solicitude of the ant 

by raising its abdomen a little and releasing from its anal aperture a drop 

of transparent liquid which rolls down the ant’s mouth. 

Kow it happens that the a^^ids survived on the host plant till late in 
April when attended by the ant . 4 . frauenfeldi, Mayr., while they disappeared 
from all other plants even from the plant on which the ant C. dorhni, Mayr., 
was to be found abundantly, if no A. frauetifeldi, Mayr., was attending. It 

may be Inferred that the latter species of ant gave better protection Aan the 

former wpedu* 

Minute yetton^ mites are also found In abundance near about tlie aphids. 

JIiiemies«*-*>Two species of lady-bird beetles Chilotnenes sexmaculataj 
Fabr., and Scymtms spp., which were very abundant from the latter part of 
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January, were its chief enemies. They, in their larval and imago stage, especial* 
ly in the former one, destroyed large number of aphids. The larvae of lady* 
birds catch hold of them on the tides and suck them dry. 

Thysanopterous nymphs also attack the afdtids and suck their juice. 

Common Syrphids (Diptera) actively deposit their >rhite eggs near the 
aphid colony and their blind larvae suck large number of aphids dry. 

Aphids bI&o disappeared overnight {urobably due to attack of some diseases 
as has been recorded by Das (19x8). 

Mbasurbments 

(Of Specimens mounted in Berlese Medium) 

Apterous viviparous female .—Body length, a.407 to 3.8768 mm. (av. 3.6364 
mm.); body width (abdomen), 1.363 to 1.8038 mm. (av. 1.5629 mm.); antennae 
total, 1.7226 to 2.0901 mm. (av. 1.8387 mm.); I, 0.0986 to 0.1x75 mm. 

(av. 0.1164 mm.); II, 0.079 0.1044 mm. (av. 0.0865 mm.); Ill, 

0.406 to 0.551 mm. (av. 0.4587 mm.); IV, 0.2944 to 0.3951 mm. (av, 0.3322 
mm.); V, 0.2277 0.2813 mm. (av. 0.2444 inm.); VI, 0.5394 to 0.6613 mm. 

(av. 0.5993 mm.); spur, 0.4205 to 0.5191 mm. (av. 0.47x6 mm.); cornicles, 

0.5104 to 0.6496 mm. (av. 0.5693 mm.); cauda, 0.232 to 0.2697 nim. (av. 

0.2529 mm.); hind tarsus, 0.1494 to 0.1958 mm. (av. 0.1694 mm.). 

Alate viviparous female .—Body length, 1.97 to 2.73 mm, (av. 2.4254 mm.); width 
of thorax, 0.819 to 0.936 mm. (av. 0.8965 mm.); antennee total, 1.5434 to x.9442 
mm. (av. 1.7525 mm.); I, 0.0816 to 0.116 mm. (av. 0.0931 mm.); II, 0.058 to 
0.0798 mm- (av. 0.0707 mm.); Ill, 0.0495 to 0.4963 mm. (av. 0.45x4 mm.); 
IV, 0.2925 to 0.3851 mm. (av, 0.3287 mm.); V, 0.2165 0.2789 mm. (av. 

0.2504 mm.); VI, 0.4729 to 0.62x5 mm. (av. 0.555 mm.); spur, 0.3637 to 

0.485 mm. (av. 0.4296 mm.) 5 wing length, 3.2335 to 3.4887 mm. (av. 
3.3088 mm.); fore wing width, 1.2079 to x.3992 mm. (av. 1.2582 mm.); hind 
wing length, 1.769 to 1.9785 mm. (av. 1.8975 mm.); hind wing width, 0.551 
to 0.609 mm. (av. 0.5934 mmu); cornicle, 0.3814 to 0.4785 mm. (av. 0.4109 
mm.); cauda, 0.145 to 0.2204 mm. (av. 0.1757 mm.); hind tarsus, 0,1365 to 
0.174 mm. (av. 0.1522 mm.). 
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NOTES ON SOME BUTTERFLIES 

FROM 

PENANG AND PROVINCE WELLESLEY, MALAyA. 

BY 

Lt.-Col. J. W. Rawlins. 

A list of butterflies collected by L. R. Wheeler in Penang was 
published in The Entomologists Record and Journal of Variation, 
vol. liv. 1942. This list contains i68 species collected over a 
period of three years. In view of this I hesitated to record the 
results of only three months oollecting but have decided to do so 
as I can add 19 species to Wheeler's list all of which were taken on 
the Island. These 19 species include some rare and interesting 
butterflies which have been identified by Dr. A. S. Corbet of the 
British Museum (Natural History) to whom I am most grateful 
for the help he has given me. 

I went to Malaya with the force that reoccupied the country 
in 1945 and by the end of September found myself stationed in 
Butterworth on the coast opposite Penang Island. Unfortunately 
1 was only there for three months, the three wettest months of the 
year, when butterfly life is at its lowest. Collecting was possible 
only on Sundays and on the odd half day now and again or my list 
might well have been longer. Nevertheless I seem to have had my 
share of beginner’s luck and added a number of species which were 
new to my collection. 

Province Wellesley consists of a strip of territory on the west 
coast of Malaya, bounded on the north by the Muda and on the 
south by the Krian rivers. To the east the boundary is entirely 
artificial and runs approximately parallel to the coast and some 
ten miles from it. The country is for the most part flat and 
heavily cultivated. It consists largely of paddy fields, rubber, and 
cocoanut plantations. There are no hills worth speaking of except 
at Bukit Mertajam. Here there is a small group of hills thickly 
forested, with several streams and an artificial lake in the catch¬ 
ment area. 

Penang Island lies some two miles off the coast. It too is 
hea^'ily cultivated; rice, rubber, and cocoanut plantations cover 
the coastal areas. In the centre is a small group of hills rising to 
Penang Hill which is 2,700 ft. high. In the north these hills fall 
steeply to the coast and are still largely covered with natural 
forest. A part of Penang Hill was cleared some twenty or thirty 
years ago. Tbis^ I believe, has had some effect on the rainfall. A 
good deal of secondary growth has grown up recently. The 
Waterfall (Botanical) Gardens at the foot of Penang Hill lie in a re¬ 
entrant in the hills with a stream flowing through the middle of 
them. The gardens were used as an ammunition dump by the 
Japanese and at the time at which I was in Malaya they had suffered 
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from neglect and were closed to the puUic owing to the danger from 
live ammunition. The flowering trees and sl^bs attracted many 
butterflies and it was in and around the gardens that I did most 
of my collecting. 

Penang is not rich in butterfly life, but a number of rare species 
are able to maintain themselves in the forested area on the north¬ 
ern part of the Island. I concentrated my attention on Penang 
rather than the mainland, partly because it was more accessible 
to me and partly because Penang has a fascination of its own. 
Its forests are full of birds and from the tops of the hills one 
can look out across the tree tops over the sea to the mainland and 
Kedah Peak wrapped in cloud. 

The butterflies north of the Krian river are in some cases 
intermediate between, or even belong to the Burmese rather than 
the Malayan race. For example, AmHypodia atosia from Penang 
appears to conform to the Burmese rather than the true Malayan 
race. Hence in the list which follows, in doubtful cases I have 
adhered to the binomial rather than attempt the trinomial system 
of nomenclature. In preparing the list Corbet and Pendlebury’s 
‘Butterflies of the Malay Peninsula’ has been followed through¬ 
out except in one or two cases. Species taken on Penang Island 
which do not appear in Wheeler’s list are marked with an 

Papilionidab. 

1. TrolSes belmt ccf^cms (Feld). N.R. Found on the island and mainland. 

2 . pjyfUffi varust (White.) N«R. Often seen flying high around lower slof>e$ 
of Penang Hill. 

3. P. arlstolacite (F.) N.R. Island and mainland. 

• 4 . P« paradoxi (Zink). Two cf were taken on jungle paths below Penang 
Hill. One or two others seen. ;9 Is excessively rare. Fond of resting on wet 
mud. 

5. P. aieaiaoa agcaar (L.) Not very plentiful at this, time of year. 

6. P.Maaai (L.) Common around Penang Hill. 

7. P. Ifwafl (White.) Two cf taken on 14 Dec. *45 at i,ooo ft. in Batu 
Feringgi Catchment Area. They were newly hatched and in company with two 
others whicli were flying round alighting on a hybiscus bush which they 
were unwilling to leave even after I had taken the first specimen. 

This butterfly has a very distinctive flight and is readily distinguished from 
P. helenus. Distant in his Rhopalocera Malayana quotes Mr. Wallace on this 
species as follows 

'P. iswaru has an undulating flight, like that of the South American Morphos, 
or even sometimes approaching that of the Noctuidae and they rest with the 
upper wings deflexed over the lower.* 

Distant states that it does not appear to be an abundant species. Corbet and 
Pendlebury describe it as ^somewhat local*. 

8. P. polytes roointis (Cr.) Common everywhere. 

9. P. diiilllfinil ntteyaanf (Wall.) Not so common as its Indian counterpart. 

10 . P. laHplialM HaiBpllfl (Btir.) One cS taken on latana at Bukit Mertajnm 
on maStland. 

11. P« sarpedoa <L.) N.R. Occurs on Island as well mainland. 

12. P. (L.) Not very common at this time of year. 


PlBRIDAB. 

* 13 . Uptiila ttiat Miayasa (Fruh.) Abundant everywhere along jungle paths. 

14 . Ddlii kjiymia Mtarite (Btlr.) N.R. on Penang. 

15. Applai lynclda vaava (Fruh.) Not very common at this time of year. 
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36 . Ctiopilli ntailfcf (L.) Common. 

17 . C. cr«Cil« (Cr.) Common. 

IS, C tqrttn <L.) Fairly common on the Island and mainland. 

19 . Barow iocnne (L.) Common everywhere. 

Danaidab. 

* 20 , OiMlS iSpA*^ Occurs on the Island and mainland but is rare. 

21 . D. ikiilli valgarii (Btlr.) Very common everywhere. 

22 . D.MliflippAt (Cr.) Fairly common. 

23 . Dxitfytippii Mrgliaflti (Rob.) Fairly common. 

2 I« Moifiit fBM piflfcatB (Fruh.) Not uncommon around the top of 
Penang Hill, but difficult to capture as it flies fairly high. 1 did not see it on 
the mainland. 

25 . SspiMi omlcller (Cr.) Common on Penang. 

26 . B. 4 i«d,a,M (F.) One <S taken on top of Penang Hill. No others 
seen, 

Sat\'ridae. 

27 . Myciltcii iMGlia f. (Feld.) Somewhat local. I never failed to find it 
at Bukit Mertajam but never came across it on the island. 

28 . M, wh ie m (L.) Very common. 

29 . Yptbtat iliemrl li. (Kirby). Very common. 

39 * Y. baUhtt (F.) Common. 

31 . OraebrloMI MittB m. (F.) Common. 

32 . Biylit feyfmeilra (L.) The (S is common everyw^here. In North 
Burma and in Rangoon I always found the (S of this butterfly more plentiful 
than the $. On the other hand at Kallar, South India, the 9 of E. hyperm- 
nestra caudata seemed more plentiful than the ( 5 ** Specimens of F. hypermnestra 
from Penang appear to be intermediate between the true Malayan race and 
Burmese race. A sufficient series was not obtained to say whether or not the 
Penang race is E. hypermnestra beatrice the true Malayan race. 

Amathi'stdae. 

33 . PAAoii aNCSiUlVS (F.) Occurs on the Island and mainland. Not a very 

common species and difficult to capture. It is fond of resting on forest paths 
among dead leaves and when disturbed it dies slowly up the path very close to 
the ground for a few yards and then turns off into the thickest jungle where it is 
impossible to follow. * 

The only representative of this family that 1 came across though others 
do occur. 

Nymphalidab. 

34 . BrlbSM ttkavii (Drury). Fairly common at Bukit Mertajam. 

35 . GvHHlIiA Cocytlii pSiedt (Mre.) R. I found this butterfly in one place 
only just above the Waterfall Gardens, where several wore seen. Generally 
settled fairly high on the leaves of trees out of reach. 

* 36 . E. fBndA(Mre.) R. Penang Island. 

* 37 . B. hib€«tlM (Cr.) R. One S of this lovely butterfly taken on animal 
droppings in a small nallah on Penang Island. Within two or three inches of 
it was a specimen of Panteporia asura idita which returned to the same spot 
within a few minutes and was also taken. 

3 B. AdtUiadirtea (F.) F^rly plentiful especially on Penang, As usual with 
this butterfly the 9 was more plentiful than the (j*. 

39 . Parmaaa aylvia BlaciaaaCBtlr.) I did not take this butterfly on Penang 
though it occurs at Bukit Mertajam. It is a slightly smaller insect than the 
South Indian race and as its name implies has a rich violet timje. 

40 * L lt a itf i pTicrlS adloala (Fruh.) Not common at this time of year. 
Found on the Island and mainland. 

HL. PaatlpaPla aawa hEH (Mre.) I took this butterfly both on the Island 
and mainland. It is attract^ by animal droppings. Fond of flying near the 
ground over damp open patches in jungle. 
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42 . Nc^ vikiti Mmia (Mre.) Prmmt^ to occur on Penang. Two 
specimens seen at very close quarters which ! failed to secure. 

43 . S, hyligflU.) Common. 

44 . Precis sriilys watted (Uist.) ^ 

45 . P* alaMaiiavaaa(Feld.) f All are common. P. atUtes being 

46 . P. aUHes (L.) f the commonest. 

47 . P. Mite liarsPeM (Mre.) ^ 

48 . Captel ecyaiaaiteis lotls (Sulz.) Common on Isdand and mainland. 

49 . CeOMs aiet 1 lypsea(Bt]r.) Fairly common oh the higher slopes of Penang 
Hill, c? cf only were seen. 

Ervcinidab. 

* 50 . Ahlisri aeaahnNi cbeltae (Fruh.) Not common on Penang or mainland. 

51 . A« kssssaiMeldes (Nic.) Rare on Penang though commoner at Bukit 
Mertajam. 

Lycaenidas. 

* 52 . Qerydtti boisduvill (Mre.) V.R. Penang Island. One cf was taken on 
10 Nov. 45 near the Waterfall Gardens. Understand from Dr. Corbet this insect 
is V.R. throughout Malaya. 

53 . AtlottaflS bersfteldi (Mre .) Conunon everywhere. 

54 . Castelist rsslnos (F.) Common everywhere. 

55 . C«cthlM(Dbl. & H.) Probably occurs on Penang. One specimen was 
observed which 1 assumed to be this butterfly, but it kept just out of reach. 

* 56 . Plthccopt hylsx corvat (Fruh.) R. Penang Island. 

57 . Celestriss ^Iccebrs p. (Fruh.) R. Penang. 

58 . ZiUMeris StlS (F.) V.C. everywhere. 

59 . eiMrysops csetiis (F.) N.R. 

* 60 . Lycwseithes eiBolat isbmfl (Fruh.) R. Penang. 

61 . UnsMes hoetlcss (L.) V.C. 

62 . Anhlypodtestasis (Hew.) ) Both common on Penang. 

63 . A.rsllesil(Nic.) f A, atosia from Penang is blue and resembles 

the Burmese race rather than the true Malayan race which is purple on the 
upperside. 

64 . A, eusiol|iiias naxweig (Dist.) R. One cf three 9 were taken on 
2j Sept. 45 at Bukit Mertajam within a few yards of each other. 

65 . A. sbteai a. (Hew.) R. Penang. 

*66. Loxsrs stymsss fscoolss (Cr.) N.R. on Penang or mainland. 

* 67 . Spisdstls tysBis teruui (Fruh.) R. Penang. 

*68. Bldsssds ttasiis (Hew.) R. Penang. 

69 . MsnneMSS liflSl (F.) R. Penang. 

• 70 , Cstepwcilns nsjor emss (Fruh.) R. Penang. One cf taken in Waterfall 
Gardens on 16 Dec. 45, Wheeler took C. elegans in much the same place. The 
two butterflies are difficult to dififerentiate. 

•71. Rspsis aslfsss iv. (Mre.) V.R. One cf taken in Waterfall (iardens. 

72 . R. is>*telS(F.) R. Three cf and a, 9 were taken near Waterfall Gardens. 
A fast flying insect, has the habit of flying up and down a path and alighting 
momentarily on a bush or plant. Even when disturbed it will return to the 
same spot. 

* 73 . Sisthttss sasaks aniba (Kirby). V.R. Penang. 

Hesperid.\e. 

74 OrttaoiMStai pksaess (Ifew.) R. Penang. One cf taken late in evening 
as rain was beginning to fall. 

* 75 . Charsilas ftesteta (Hew.) N.R. Penang. 

76 . CciMOfrktesaaiaara a. (Btlr.) R. Penang. 

77 . TsfMasfssaperakasa (Fruh.) N.R. Penang. 

78 . lasterix salaoia (Mre.) Common both on thi' Island and mainland. 

* 79 . XwalliaialM laidlef (Btlr.) N.R. Penang. I diti not see this on mainland. 

80 . Saoesa psUtes (Mab.) N.R. on mainland. 

81 . Keraoa sifHta (Latr.) N.R. Penang. Quite common at Bukit Mertajam, 

82 . Notocrnite parslyass (W.M. and Nic.) N.R. Penang. 

83 . firtosste Ihrax (L). Large insects tltat fly at dawn and dusk and are 
attracted by light. 
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• 84 . E. Uunit (Evans). 1 have a ^ of both E, thrax and B, taurus both 
taken indoors at dusk at Butterworth where they are by no means uncommon. 
One or other, probably both, are certainly present on Penang Island. £. taurus 
was separated from thrax by Brigadier Evans in 1941. The genitalia of the 
(S <5* differ considerably though the $ $ are practically indistinguishable. 

E, thrax, $ F. W. apex acute, termen straight, F. W. vein 1 is equal to 
vein 7 of H. W. 

K, taurus. 9 W. apex rounded, termen slightly convex. F. W. vein 
I shorter than vein 7 of H. W. 

85. HMtrl irava (Mre.) R. both on Penang and mainland. Rather variable 
in colour. Like Erionota this insect is attracted by light though it seems to fly 
by day more frequently than Erionota. 

86. Padraoat BiMoidat (Btlr.) C. everywhr^re. 

87 . Baoiis coojuacte )avaaa (Mab.) Fairly common on mainland though I 
failed to find it on Penang Island. 


NOTES ON BIRDS COLLECTED AND SEEN IN PERSIA, 

1935 1945- 

BY 

A. C. Trott. 

The following notes relate to birds collected by, or seen by me 
during the period 1935 to 1945 in Persia. My usual place of re¬ 
sidence has been Tehran, the capital, but I have also travelled to 
other parts of the country. I have also incorporated a few reports 
from friends when I felt sure that they knew the bird concerned : 
and some notes left to me by Mr. Brotherston, w’ho spent some 
months as an officer in the south of Persia, at Ardekan, and at 
Kazvin, have also been inserted. For the identification of specimens 
I am indebted to the Natural History Museum. I have tried to 
include all the birds I saw or collected : one or two of the very 
common birds, e.g. the mallard, have not been included as I never 
secured specimens and did not actually note the bird on any parti¬ 
cular date. The expression *Lar valley’ in which I obtained a 
number of birds is nothing to do with the town of Lar in the pro¬ 
vince of Pars in South Persia: it refers to the valley in the Elburz 
range which leads towards Demavend, and lies 30 miles north east 
of Tehran. 

Corvas corax Linnaeus. Raven. 

Ravens are often seen near Tehran : I have a note of a pair seen east 
of Tehran on the 28th Feb. Many fine ravens were seen in the Siah Palds 
valley (which kads into the Lar, on the Caspian side of the Elburz water¬ 
shed) at an rdtitudc of 8,000 ft., at the end of July. 

Corvat cmix cbtbIx Linnaeus. Hooded Crow. 

The hooded crow is one of the commonest birds of Tehran; the Tehranis 
say that the white of the egg is good as an eye-salve. They are fond of 
nesting in high plane-trees, which abound at Tehran. 
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C&rvuM cmbi } Oates. Sharpens Crow. 

Seen between Hesht and Masuleh in Qilaii» Marcl%. 

tovni thigllapf ta|ilepli Linnaeus. Roolc. 

Innumerable roolcs are to be seen at Tehran throughout the winter. 

Pka |»ka Ndrimi Bonaparte. Magpie. 

These resident and ubiquitous birds certainly go up as far as piOoo ft as 
1 saw one at the top of the Tirak pass above Mubarakabad on the 2$th July. 
It sometimes dies about in the summer (e.g. at Avcheh vill^ in August) 
making its curious call, which sounds like ^ker•j^lol»lr^ 

PyrriMCoraxpyrrhecsraipyrriMcerax (l.innaeus). Red-billed Chough. 

1 saw some of these birds at Shiraz in the winter: the local people said 
they were good to eat. 1 sent home a skin from north of Tehran (Elburz 
foothills) in January. On the 28th July 1 saw a colony of these choughs at 
7,000 ft. on the Tirak pass leading from Mubarakabad to Siah*Palis and the 
Lar valley. The young birds which had evidently recently been hatched were 
making a curious squeaking noise. 

Shiraiis vatgtfla cattcasicne Lorenz. Starling. 

1 9 Tehran. Feb. 2. 

I (S near Gulhek. juv. March 15. 

I noted huge flocks of starlings near Robat Kerim on the 14th November. 
They breed at Gulhek: I saw some there on the 10th June and young ones 
on the 12th July: they were nesting in walnut trees. I also saw some at a 
village near Hamadan on March 30th, and near the Assadabad pass on 
August 9th. 

Pastor iWfSlii (Linnaeus;. Rose-coloured Starling. 

1 9 Surkh Hissar, 10 miles east of Tehran. May 14. 

1 <J Village Bdbd-Salmdn, 20 miles S.W. of Tehran. June 25. 

These bird^ evidently arrived in the Tehran area in some numbers between 
the 7th and the 14th May: the one I shot on the latter date was with 
several others in a tree. The second one was one of a flock of four, but 
many more were seen near by. The local people call this bird sArH-^blaq^ as dis» 
tinct from the simple sdr which means the common starling. The rosy pastor 
is the bii\l which the Persians say can he so useful in getting rid of locusts : 
according to the well-known fable anyone who has a plague of locusts has to 
travel to a certain well at Qazvin and get from it a bottle of water; he 
must then take the bottle to the place where the locusts are and break it on 
the ground, when rosy pastors wilt appear by magic and eat up the locusts. 
I saw no young, and did not see any after June 14. 

Orlellis srioitts (BrioHlf (Linnaeus). (Golden Oriole. 

I shot a pair of orioles at Tehran on the 20th May. They are very common 
birds at Gulhek in the summer from June to September. On the 30th June 
a pair were seen nesting at Tajrish, 10 m. north of Tehran. 

CoccattrauBtei caccathraastoi coccoihrattstei (Linnaeus) Hawfinch. 

1 9 Tehran Legation. Jan. 16. 

I <J Gulhek, north of Tehran. Feb. 2. 

The earliest date on which 1 saw hawfinches was Jan. 4th, and the latest 
Feb. 23rd, at Gulhek. Their visits to Tehran seem to be irregular, for in 
some years I never saw any, though I was on the watch for them. 

CMoiit cllltrit (Linnaetis). Greenfinch. 

I ? Gulhek. Feb. 

Shot on a branch of a plane tree: consorting with siskins. 
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ClfiitllS OlrtMit li«M Zarudny. Goldfinch. 

I cf near Guthek. Feb. x6. 

Goldfinch are very common at Tehran in February an<l March : my earnest 
record of them is a fiock on a tree in the Legation garden on Jan. X5th: 
and my last a big flock on the golf-course, Tehran, on the 30tli March. 
Mr, Brotherston saw some at Kazvin on June 20th. 

CiiilMlitCaiiahinflfielll ( ^ iringUlirostris Bp. & Scl.) Linnet. 

X 9 La** valley, near Deli Chai camp. July 14. 

X 9 same place. July 14. 

I same place July 15. One of a pair. 

These linnets were flitting about on low bushes and appeared to have just 
arrived. They were consorting with grosbeaks (Carpodacus), I saw a pair 
on a hillside near $afid-^b, at an altitude of about 9,000 ft,, on the 6th August. 

Spians tpInM (Linnaeus). Siskin. 

I 9 Gulhek. Feb. 16 

Flocks of siskins were sometimes to be seen on the foothills north of Tehran 
in February and March. 

flUtepMla paiitln (Pallas). Gold-froQted Fincli. 

I (S near Chihil Cheshmeh spting, 7,000 ft. Aug. 4. Testes v. large. 

I ^ same place. July 13. Testes v. large. 

I saw this fine little bird continually, flying near the spring; it was very 
bold and tame; no females were found, nor a nest, but I feel sure it must be 
breeding in the rocks near Chihil Cheshmeh in the Lar Valley. 

ModapoclQri Mifvlnea MagaiaMi (Gould). Crimson-winged Finch. 

I near Chihil Cheshmeh spring In Lar valley. July 13. 

i 9 same place: drinking in the spring. Aug. 4. 

I saw the bird once more at the spring on the 5th August: and also one 
which settled near the river, evidently making for the spring. It was not so 
common as the Gold-fronted Finch but the red patches on breast and wing made 
it very conspicuous and remarkable. 

Ca rp edt CBl crytliriMS raaeates (Hodgson). Scarlet Ro$c-finch or Grosbeak. 

X 9 Deli Chai camp in Lar Valley. July 10. 

I iS same place. Organs not large. Very common. July 14. 

I Chihil Cheshmeh, near the spring; very conspicuous on umbelUfers. 
Making characteristic call or churr. Aug. 3. Testes large. 

I 9 same place. Very common. Aug. 3. 

These birds were calling to one another, especially in the evening ami wer<‘, 
I feel sure, breeding. The call was a sort of plaintive combination of chun 
and peep with the note rising at the end; this monotonous single cal! went on 
for a long time. 

Ffittgilll caeicbt subsp. ? Chaflinch. 

I 9 Gulhek. Feb. 12. 

The chaflinch is common round Tehran from November to February: flocks 
of 20 or 30 are often seen in the Legation feeding on grass during that period. 
Mr, Brotherston saw some at Ardekan on Dec. 18. On the 4th January I 
watched chaffinches feeding on the seeds of cataipa trees in the Legation : they 
were picking the seeds out of the old pods which remained on tlie trees. I 
saw flocks of them between Resht and Masuleh, in Gilan, on March ii. 

Mifllfi ttStUMlgilti Linnaeus. Brambling. 

1 ? Near Gulhek. March. 

I saw a brambling in the Legation garden on the i6th Jan. : another a few 
miles north in February, and the last one about the middle of March. I also 
saw one In Gilan, in the jungle between Resht and Masuleh, on the nth March. 
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Moatifrlaglllt nivallt tlplcola (Pallas). Snow Finch. 

I 9 Chihil Cheshmeh spring. July 13. 

1 ^ same plaee. Aug. 3. Testes small. 

Flocks of about 40 snow finches were continually doing evolutions in perfect 
timing, all wheeling at the same instant and then all perching on the rocks, 
round the spring in the Lar valley. Some birds had a white spot under the 
chin. I believe that they were brewing in that valley though I found no nests. 

Pdroilla petrosla eiigam (Hellmayr). Rock Sparrow. 

1 c? Chihil Cheshmeh spring. Lar valley. July 13. 

This was the only time I noted this bird : it was drinking at the spring. 

Paster doMtUcat ? biblical Hartert. House Sparrow\ 

2 (S 9 Gulhek. 5,000 ft. March 15. 

House sparrows were not common at Tehran or in the neighbourhood. 1 
noticed a good many at Bushire in December, and at Ahwaz on the x7th 
Februaiy: also at Sideghabad near Hamadan on the 30th March. Mr. 
Brotherston saw some at Kazvin on the 19th June. 

Patter hitpiaioleotit trtatcatplcut Tschusi. Spanish Sparrow. 

1 ? Abadan, sea level. December. 

This bird had been caught accidentally in a trap. 

Patter aioataaat subsp.? Tree Sparrow. 

Seen by Mr. Brotherston at Kazvin on July 25. 

Enberlia citrioella erythrageaye C. L. Brehm. Yellow Bunting. 

1 9 Near Gulhek. Feb. 17. 

2 (S 9 Near Tehran. Jan. 

I ? Lar valley: near Deli Chai. Fat. Sex undetermined. July 13. 

I 9 valley: safid-db: in grass. 7,000 ft. Aug. 1. 

The yellow bunting is very common in spring at and near Tehran, usually 
in fiocks among the growing wheat and barley. I also saw a good many in 
the Lar valley at the end of July. 

Enbcrlxa bartalaaa Linnaeus. Ortolan Bunting. 

I ? Near Tehran. March. 

The ortolan bunting is seen near Tehran occasionally in .spring : 1 saw one 

at Surkh Hissar, 10 miles east of Tehran, early in March. 

Eoibcrixa neiaaacepbala Scopoli. Black>headed Bunting. 

I (S Surkh Hissar, 10 miles east of Tehran. April 30. 

The black-headed buntings come rather later than the yellow buntings and 
are often in large flocks, feeding in the wheat and barley. Mr. Brot&rston 
saw some at Kazvin on the 20th June. — 

AaRBomasei deterti fratcrcalui Tristram. Desert Lark. 

1 ? Isfahan, 5.500 ft. : near Siah-kuh. Sept. x8. 

Qalerlda crlstata subsp. ? Crested Lark. 

I ( 3 * Near Gulhek. Feb. 17, 

Crested larks were always common on the plains round Tehran. On coming 
back from the high passes of the Lar valley I noticed the first crested lark 
at Ldrak, about 6,000 ft. : the bird does not seem to go higher than that. 1 
•aw some at Bushire in December. 

AtaieaMaalaadifet subsp. Bifasciated Lark. 

1 saw this bird at Hulella, on Bushire Island, on Dec. 16. It was on the 
sea-shore. 
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Otictrys ftlpCltrlf tlMgilla Bonaparte. Shore Lark. 

I $ Sultanatabad near Tehran: Feb. 5. 

I saw a flock of about 30 of these birds near Jajarud in the high ground, 
on snoWy at about 6,000 ft., on March 1st. During the winter a heavy fall 
of snow usually drives some of them to seek their food quite close to Tehran; 
I saw some Just north of the town in February. 

Ofoceryi alpcttril peaiclllato (Gould). Shore Lark. 

I 9 Lar valley; near Deli Chai: solitary : shot in evening: July 10. 

I ? 9 juv. near Sefid-db in Lar valley; one of a party of four: July 13. 

I (S near Deli Chai camp. Organs small; solitary. July 31. 

All these three specimens were from the Lar valley : the bird did not appear 
to be common but it looked &s if it was breeding there, or very near there 
in one of the high valleys on the Caspian side of the watershed. Buxton points 
out that the race penicillata occurs as far south as Isfahan : evidently therefore 
this race and alhigula overlap. 

Anthas pratefllil (Linnaeus). Meadow Pipit. 

1 9 Lar valley; near Deli Chai. July 10. 

This bird was shot in bushes. Organs undeveloped. I have notes of the 
bird at Bushire on December 15th. 

Anthllf iordidas ? decaptai Meinertzhagen. Brown Rock Pipit, or Plain Pipit. 

1 9 near Deli Chai camp in Lar valley found on nest. July 12. 

This bird had a well-concealed nest in a clump of achiUea in a level part of 
the valley : the nest had three eggs, which I secured. I did not see the mate. 
The female ran some way when sent off the nest, and in appearance reminded 
me of a bifasciated lark, only smaller. It is therefore certain that this bird 
breeds in the Lar valley in July. 1 have not found any reference to this bird 
as far north as the Elburz mountains: Blanford mentioned one obtained in 
April 50 miles north of Isfahan, at 5,000 ft. We now know that it breeds at 
7,000 ft. considerably further north. 

Anthill trivinlii trivlllil (Linnaeus). Tree Pipit. 

Mr. Brotherston saw one at Ardekan on the 21st January. 

MntacllU flavn subsp. Blue-headed Wagtail. 

1 (J Lar valley : Deli Chai. juv. July 9. organs very small. 

Motacilln flavn feldegg Michahelles. Black-headed W^agtail. 

I saw two of these birds in the Lar valley between Chihil Cheshmeh and 
Safld-db on July 13th, and shot them but unfortunately did not manage to save 
their skins. They were in very good feather, the yellow breast being of a 
beautiful canary ^ade, contrasting with the jet-black head. 1 watched a few 
more flitting about on bushes. 

Matncmn nlhn pnriicn Blanford. White Wagtail. 

I (S Gulhek. March 15. 

The white wagtail is common round Tehran especially in the spring. I saw 
aome at Bushire on the 15th December, and Mr. Brotherston saw some between 
Ahwaz and Tehran on the 12th June. 

SHtafltimjrerfapIcala Blanford. Lesser Rock Nuthatch. 

f ? Lar valley: Chihil Cheshmeh; near spring; July 13. 

Another one looking Just the same was seen on August ist near the Div* 
sislAb in the Lar valley* at about 10,000 ft.; and another at Puloor (about 
5,500 ft.) on July t6. 

9 . 
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Sltta europea pcrtica Witherby. Nuthatch. 

1 ? Pir-i>Zan pass, 60 miles w. of Shiras: creeping about branches of bushes. 

1 also have notes of nuthatclies near Tehran on two occasions; (1) February 
28th at the village of To-chal east of Tehran on the old Khorasan road, and 
(2) March 1st, a company of 12 on the high ground at Jaja-rud : but these 
were probably S, tephronota, I also saw one on a tree at Noglabar, on the 
road to Resht on the borders of Gilaip, on March 13th. 

Paras maior blaalordi Prazak. Great Tit. 

1 ? Tehran. January. 

1 ? near Tehran. February 28. 

The great tit is very common in the trees of Tehran from January to 
March. One sees it throughout the year also: 1 have records of it at Gulhek 
in July. They are in very good feather in the middle of March. Mr. 
Brotherston noted one at Kazvin on the 19th June. 

Reoiiz peadalloas (Linnaeus). Penduline Tit. 

1 never saw this bird, but its nests were hanging from the tips of poplar 
branches in what is called the ^bisheh* on the Julfa side of the river at Isfahan. 

RefOtaf ifoicapillas Igoicapillos (Temminck). Firecrest. 

1 saw a firecrest early in March at Surkh Hissar, 10 miles east of Tehran : 
it was flitting about the tops of elm trees and was just distinguishable among 
the swelling elm buds. I shot one on the 5th March but the impact of the shot 
blew it to pieces. 

Laaittft colinrio Linnaeus. Ked«backed Shrike. 

1 c? Surkh Hissar, 10 m. east of Tehran. April 30. 

1 (S Lar valley. Near Safid-^b confluence with Lar river: Testes fairly 
large. August i. 

This bird was not common near Tehran. 

PyCBOflOtaf leocotlf oicsopotaaiiae Ticehurst. WhitC'eared Bulbul. 

I saw and heard this bird at Bushire on the 15th December : and also saw 
an albino in a cage there. I also saw the bird at Ahwaz on the 17th February. 

MttlCicapl ttriaU aeaOMOai Poche. Spotted Flycatcher. 

I 9 Surkh Hissar, 10 ip. E. of Tehran. May 7. 

Spotted flycatchers were in the gardens round Tehran from about April 301b 
to May 10th. 

Ficedttla hypolcaca semitorgoata (Homeyer). Pied Flycatcher. 

I <5 Chal-Harz, 10 miles north of Tehran. March 15. 

1 also saw one at Gulhek on the 13th March, and Mr. Brotherston saw one 
at Kazvin on the 20th June. 

Agrobates gaiictolef (Temminck). Rufous Warbler. 

Mr. Brotherston saw one at Kazvin on the 21st June. 

TnrAas crlcetoniai pbilonelM Brehm. Song>Thrush. 

I cf Tehran Legation. January 18. 

Song-thrushes are fairly common at Tehran from January to March; I saw 
a young one at Gulhek on the 24th March. Mr. Brotherston saw one at 
Ardekan on the 9th January. 

Tomas nerala aterrloias (Madarasz). Blackbird. 

1 (S Tehran Legation. January s8. 

Blackbirds are common, and vociferous, in the gardens round Tehran from 
the middle of January to the end of March: on the 28th March they were 
singing well. I saw one on the lawn at Gulhek on the toth June. I also 
noted them at Ahwaz on the 17th February. 



NOTES ON BIRDS COLLECTED AND SEEN IN PERSIA 697 


TaNtoi mflcollil itrifliltrlf Temminck. Black-throated 1 brush. 

I (J Gulhek. March 2. 

1 9 Surkh Hissar, 10 m. E. of Tehran. March 14. 

I have notes of this very common bird round Tehran from the nth January 
to the 14th March. The amount of black below the chin varies considerably. 

Moatlcola Mxatllls (Linnaeus). Rock Thrush. 

1 cJ DelLChai camp in Lar valley. Full plumage. July 12. 

I ( 5 * Chihil Cheshmeh, Lar valley, juv. August 2. 

I (J Near the same: Juv. August 6. 

This was one of the first birds I noticed when I entered the main valley 
on July 27th : the birds ! saw then were mostly youngsters just beginning tO’ 
fly. From then until Aug. 9th, when I left the valley. I frequently heard the 
sweet notes of their call, resembling that of the song-thrush. The third specimen 
was taken by hand, unable to fly. The bird evidently breeds in the valley, in» 
July and early August. 

OeMfltbe desert! subsp? Desert Wheatear. 

I saw one on the golf-course at Bushire on the 14th December. 

Oeoantiie ffaitchl baraesi (Oates). Arabian Wheatear. 

I ? Jajarud : Kamard valley. January 5. 

I also saw this bird between Tabas and Robat-i-Khan on the road to 
Yezd on the 9th October The local inhabitants at Jajarud told me that the 
bird was well known and called by them mishka. 

Oeoanthe leucomela leaconeli^ (Pallas). Eastern Pied Wheatear. 

I ? Isfahan : desert south of town. juv. September 18. 

Oenaothe aeaaaUlc oeoaitbe (Linnaeus). Common Wheatear. 

I (S Lar valley, near Chihil Cheshmeh, in the valley leading south to Siah- 
pal^s. July 29. Testes small. 

1 saw the common wheatear again in the Lar valley on the 2nd August. 
Mr. Brotherston saw it at Kazvin on the i8th June. 

Oouinthe cbrytopygla (De Filippi). Red-rumped Wheatear. 

1 saw this bird on the bare hillside leading up to the Tirak pass betweeni 
Mubarakabad and Lar, at about 7,500 ft., on July 27. And again on the pass 
above Avclieh leading over the watershed into the Lar valley, at S,ooo ft., oa 
August 12. 

Sftxicola rttbetra aotkac (Tschusi). Whinchat. 

2 J 9 near Deli Chai; juv. (Lar valley) July 10. 

I cf Esf valley ; near Safid-ab confluence, juv. July 13. 

1 d Lar valley: Safid-ab camp. August. 1. 

1 cf Lar valley: near Chihil Cheshmeh. August 2. 

The whinchat was very common in the valley and judging from the number 
of young birds it seems very probable that it breeds there about June or early 
July. 

Pb^enlcttrsi crytbroMil (Eversmann). Eversmann's Redstart. 

1 cJ Sultanatabad, near Tehran. February 5. 

1 ? Tehran. January. 

Eversmann*s redstart is common in January and February in the cultivaliof> 
north of Tehran. It also appeared to be breeding at Surkh Hissar, 10 miles E. 
of Tehran, in March, in small bushes of Berheris, Redstarts were breeding in 
clefts of rocks throughout the Lar valley, at 7,500 ft., at the end of July. I 
watched the birds feeding their young on several occasions. The nest wa$^ 
usually SO far in between two huge rocks that it was impossible to get at it^ 
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At the beginning of August redstarts were very cotnmon round the rocks near 
Chihil Cheshmeh in the Lar valley: their black heads and red tails, with a 
constant quivering motion, were very noticeable. The last date on which I saw 
them there was Aug. 6. 

Phoeoicoras ochruros (Gmcl). Black Redstart. 

One was seen by Mr. Brotherston near Ardekan on December 18. 

tnicloia megarhyocha afrlcaaa (Fischer & Reichenow). Nightingale. 

Nightingales are to be seen and heard frequently in the gardens round 
Tehran from the 20th January to the middle of June, when their well-known 
and sometimes overpowering song ceases to be heard. It is a common cage- 
bird and if brought up in captivity is said to sing well. On the qlh October 
I noticed one in the desert between Tabas and Robat-i-Khan on the road from 
Tabas to Yezd. 

Luacioia avecica subsp. ? Blue-throat. 

Blue-throats were only seen by me in the Lar valley : they seem to reach it 
after July i6th as I saw none on that date though I was looking for them : 
I saw an adult in good plumage near Chihil Cheshijieh on July 30th and obtained 
Jthe following specimens : 

I (S Chihil Cheshmeh spring: August 4. 

I 9 same place. August 4. juv. in speckled plumage. 

I saw two or three other young birds in speckled plumage: all were drinking 
^t the spring. 

Erythactta rubecnla hyreanua Blanford. Redbreast. 

I < 5 * Chal-Harz, jufst north of Tehran. March 20. 

The redbreast is not a common bird near Tehran. In December I received 
<one shot at Abadan. 

Troglodytea troglodytea byrcaaua Zarudny & Loudon. Wren. 

X ? Tehran Legation garden. January 16. 

The wren was only seen by me at Tehran during the third and fourth weeks 
of January. The specimen shot was remarkably dark in colour. 

Cinclua claclua caucaaicua Madarasz. Dipper. 

I ? Gulhek, 7 miles north of Tehran. February. 

This bird is also to be seen in July and August in the Lar river, at about 
7,000 ft. : and also in the Kand river near the village of Kand in March. (20 
ofiiles N. W. of Tehran). 

Hirnndo riiatlca subsp. ? Swallow. 

Noted at Ahwaz on the 19th February, and on the Caspian Sea, near Babul 
Sar, on the 5th June. 

Rifiarli rapestrls (Scopoli). Crag-Martin. 

I saw some crag-martins near the Chihil Cheshmeh spring in the Lar valley 
on July 29th, flying about hawking after insects at mid-day. Mr. Brotherston 
■saw some between Ahwaz and Tehran on the 12th June. 

Micropus apos subsp. ? Swift. 

Mr. Brotherston saw some swifts between Ahwaz and Tehran on the 12th 
June, and I saw some at the village of Baba-Salman, 20 miles S.W. of Tehran, 
on the 25th June. 

MIcropos melbi nelba (Linnaeus). Alpine Swift. 

An offleer who knew the bird well saw some Alpine swifts at Shimshak, 
20 m. N.E. of Tehran, at about 6,500 ft., on the 3xst May. Mr. Brotherstoa 
aaw some at Ahwaz on the 5th June. 
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Caprlniflgas curopacus subsp.? Nightjar. 

Mr. Brothsrston saw one at Kazvin on August 5. 

McropS apiastcr Linnaues. Beefeater. 

The common bee-eater is frequently seen round Tehran and indeed on most 
parts of the Persian plateau ; my records from Tehran range between May i2thi 
and September 4^h. At Avcheh village at 6,500 ft. I watched a flock circling 
round and chasing insects on the 13th August. I saw some near Khorram^ibdd: 
in Luristan on the 16th April. 

Meropt orleotalis biludschlcus Neumann. Liltle Green Bee-eater. 

I saw the little green bee-eater at Bushirc on the 14th December, in large 
flocks. 

Bpttpa epops epops Linnaeus. Hoopoe. 

The earliest date I have for the hoopoe at Tehran is the 20th March : im 
Jiine they were nesting at Gulhek : and on the 4th August 1 saw five in the 
Lar valley, at 7,000 ft. 

Coracias garrulus garrulus Innnaeus. Roller. 

This bird, which breeds in the Legation gardens at Gulhek, seems to reach- 
the plateau round Tehran early in April, and remains till the end of August 
at any rate. In the Lar valley over the Caspian watershed I saw none : the 

last place at which I saw rollers in going frtan Tchrim to Lar was at Avchehi 

village, about 7,000 ft. 

Coriclas beoghatensis benghalenaU (Lmna< us). Indian Roller. 

Very common at Bushire on the 12th Dtc mber. 

Ceryie rudls rudis (Linnaeus). Pied Kingfisher. 

Mr. Brother&ton saw one between .\hwaz and Tehran on the nth June. 

Dryobates ayriacus syriacua (Hempr. Lhienberg). Syrian Pied Woodpecker. 

This woodpecker is one of the commonest birds in gardens at Tehran. It 
nests in the British Embassy compound at Gulh<.k between about the 26th June 
and the 12th July, often in walnut trees. Mr. Brotherston saw one at Kazvini 

on the 13th July, and I shot two, one a youngster, on the Tang-«db pass, 

60 ijiiles south of Shiraz on the road to Firuzabad, on the 2nd May. 

Cuctttua caaoroa canorua Linnaeus. Cuckoo. 

I ( 5 * Deli Chai camp, in Lar valley: July 12. 

This bird was hawking .iboui for flit*s near the camp early in the morning 
and looked very like a sparrow hawk at first. Its organs were fairly well 
developed. The w^ell-known call is sometimes heard at Tehran in May and 
June. Mr. Brotherston saw one at Kazvin on the 13th July. 

Bobo bubo rotbenua Buturlin & Zhitkow. Eagle Owl. 

I (S Gulhek. February i. 

These large birds are most often seen in the spring at Tehran, solemnly 
sitting in a tall tree, often being mobbed by small birds: but the owl usually 
takes no notice at all. The monotonous call disturbs the slumbers of many 
dwellers in Tehran. On the 29th November a young one was found in the 
British Legation garden unable to fly : it seemed to have been damaged but I 
could find no sign of a broken limb. Mr. Brotherston saw one near Ardekan. 
on the 16th December. 

Carine ooctna bactrlaaa (Hutton). Little Owl. 

1 c? Gulhek. February 2. 

Occasionally seen at Tehran in the spring. On the 12th June Mr. Brotherston^ 
saw one between Ahwaz and Tehran. 
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Falco perefrioiii subsp. ? Peregrine Falcon. 

One was seen by Mr. Brotherston on the 17th June at Tehran. 

FalCO Mbbvteo lolibliceo Linnaeus. Hobby. 

I 9 Qaitarieh, a garden near Gulhek. September 39. 

Ko doubt this bird breeds in the gardens round Tehran: the one 1 shot 
was with several others in an elm tree: the local name is Qitqi but that name 
may apply to other falcons too. I saw some newly fledged hobbies at Isfahan 
in August, where they breed in poplar trees: and Mr. Brotherston saw some 
near Kazvin on the 28th July. 

Falco celambarins subsp. ? Merlin. 

Mr. Brotherston saw a merlin at Kazvin on August 5th. 

Filco tianttBcalus timumculttS Linnaeus. Kestrel. 

The common kestrel nests in many gardens near Tehran in June and July. 

1 ? Surkh Hissar, 10 m. east of Tehran. May 7. 

They often nest on the tops of large plane trees, and the screaming of the 
young birds is constantly heard. Another favourite breeding place is the 
gardens round Eurkh Hissar. I also saw kestrels at Hulaila on Bushire island 
on the i6th December, and in the valleys near the Lar valley between July 28th 
and August 6th. 

Ftlco oaumaasi oattnanoi Fleischer. Lesser Kestrel. 

I c? Gulhek. March 15. 

1 also saw this bird on the shore of the Caspian near Rdtnsar in April. 

Falco vetpcrtiaai vespertlaut Linnaeus. Red-footed Falcon. 

Mr. Brotherston saw one at Kazvin on the i8th June. 

Bttteo rnfiaas rafioiis (Cretzschmar). Long-legged Buzzard. 

I ? Shah Abdul Aziuii just south of Tehran. January. 

This bird is sometimes seen north of Tehran during the summer. 

Accipiter alsaa alias (Linnaeus). Sparrow-Hawk. 

I ( 5 * near Gulhek. February 19, 

I did not And this, bird common round Tehran. Mr. Brotherston saw one 
at Kazvin on the 30th July. 

Mllvttl laigraaf oiigraaf (Boddaert). Black Kite. 

I ? near Gulhek. January 2. 

This bird is not uncommon around the foothills north of Tehran. I found 
a young one in the Legation at Gulhek on July 15. I also saw some on the 
Caspian foreshore near Babul-sar (Meshed-i-Sar) on May 30th. Mr. Brotherston 
saw some between Ahwaz and Tehran on the 12th June. Many were to be 
seen round the Chihil Cheshmeh camp in the Lar valley on August 2nd : at 
a height of 7,000 ft. 

Paodioa hollietas (Linnaeus). Osprey. 

I saw an osprey Ashing in the Lar river, at an attitude of 7,00a ft. on 
July 13th: and another Ashing in the Caspian sea on the 4th June. 

Qypiitas borbattti subsp. Bearded Vulture. 

Seen by Mr. Brotherston at Kazvin on August 5th. I sometimes saw them 
in the air near Tehran during the summer. 

Neopbraa percooptcrot (Linnaeus). Egyptian Vulture. 

Often seen round Tehran, especially in the winter. Mr. Brotherston saw 
one at Ahwaz on the 6th June. 
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Qyp$ fulTttl fttlvat (Hablij;!). Griffon Vulture. 

These huge birds no doubt breed in the Elburz range, especially in the high 
mountains round Demavend: colonies of them can be seen in that neighbour* 
hood occasionally. On the i6th July I saw about 30 sated birds round a corpse 
near the Deli Chai confluence with the Lar river, at 7,000 ft. Mr. Brotherston 
saw some near Tehran on the 17th June: I have also the three following re¬ 
cords of my own: 9th December: south of Tehran : a few feeding on a corpse; 
^th October; between Zahidan (Duzdab) and Shusp; and 12th October: near 
Qum, 90 miles south of Tehran. 

Aegypios nosachai (Linnaeus). Black or Cinereous Vulture. 

1 saw one of these birds with other vultures round a dead mule near Qum 
on October 12th. I also kept one for some time in the Legation compound 
alive, from the 13th October. 

Cicosia clcoola (Linnaeus). White Stork. 

Col. Day, R. E., informed me that a colony of storks were nesting at 
Sar-i-Pul, near Kerind, on March 4th : this seems early. Mr. Brotherston saw 
some between Ahwaz and Tehran on June 12th ; and they are not uncommon 
in villages in Garrus and Azarbdijdn, usually nesting on some ruined place in 

the middle of the village. The Persians call them Hajji LakAak, 

Plegadif falciaellni (IJnnaeus). Glossy Ibis. 

I <5 Village of Fardis in Veramine : 12 m. E. of Tehran. September 30. 

This was the only tiijie I saw this bird in Persia. 

Ardea ciaerea cloerea Linnaeus. Grey Heron. 

The common heron was often to be seen round Tehran : I skinned one shot 

at Veramine, 15 miles E. of Tehran, on the 7th October but did not keep the 

skin. I saw some at Bushire on the 12th December and Mr. Brotherston saw 
some at Kazvin on the loth July. 

On the 6th June I saw a number at the estuary of the Chalus river on the 
Caspian Sea; and on the 13th July flne was fishing in the Lar river, much to the 
annoyance of trout-fishermen near by. 

Ardea parparea parparea Linnaeus. Purple Heron. 

I (S Tehran Embassy. April 20th. 

This bird was shot while fishing in one of the ambassador’s ponds for 
goldfi.sh. 

fxabrychaa aiiautat aiiaataa (Linnaeus). Little Bittern. 

1 ( 5 * Tehran embassy. April 13th. 

This little heron was also caught while extracting the ambassador’s goldfish 
from one of his ponds. Its stomach when skinned, however, was empty. 

Bataarai Stellarit atellaris (Linnaeus). Bittern. 

The bittern is said to frequent damp places in the district of Veramine, 
aome 20 miles to the east of Tehran. I saw a carcase hung up in a shop at 
Tehran on the 6th December : the bird was to be sold for eating, and came 
from Veramine. 

PiMMllGOpterttS raher ailtiqvoniai Temminck. Flamingo. 

1 saw a large flock in the sea S.E. of Bahrein island on the 17th December: 

1 also have a note of flamingoes seen on Lake Rezaiyeh (formerly called Urumia) 
in the autumn. 

Atticr sp. Goose. 

On March 14th a good many inhabitants of Tehran heard the honking of 
tittany gaggles of geese overhead during the night; some had also been heard 
on previous nights* 
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Tadoroa tadoroa (Linnaeus). Sheldrake. 

j ? Abadan ; shot in November. 

Casarca ferrugioea (Pallas). Ruddy Sheldrake. 

Mr. Brotherston reports seeing one near Ardekan on January 13. 

Anas Btrepera Linnaeus. Gadwall. 

Mr. Brotherston saw one at Ardekan on the iSth January. 

Anal aaguBtirostris M 4 n 4 tries. Marbled Duck. 

1 ? near Tehran. January i. 

Qaerquedula crecca crecca (Linnaeus). Teal. 

Mr. Brotherston saw some at Ardekan on the 23rd January, and they are 
very common round Tehran in the winter. 

Spetula Clypeata (Linnaeus). Shoveller. 

1 9 near Rohat Kerim, 40 m. S.W. of Tc^hran. October 31. 

Nyroca fcrlna ferina (Linnaeus). Pochard. 

1 9 near Tehran. January i. 

Mergus albellus Linnaeus. Smew. 

I ? near Abadan. November. 

Twenty-five tiny fish were in the gullet of this bird. 

Phalacrocorax carbo slaeaslB (Shaw & Ncxlder). Cormorant. 

I c? near Tehran. February 23. In breeding plumage with white patches 
on the flanks. I saw several in Bandar Abbas and Bush ire harbours in 
December, and on the Caspian Sea in June. It is curious that coriporant.s 
sometimes perch in the tall plane trees of the British Embassy compound : I saw 
them doing so in March. 

Phalacrocorax pygmaeus (Pallas). Pigmy Cormorant. 

I ? near Tehran : shot on a pool in a garden near tlie town : February. 

1 suppose this bird was a stray from Gilan and the Caspian region. 

Colomba livia gaddi Zarudny & Loudon. Rock Pigeon. 

1 ? Kamard near Jaja-rud. ' 

This is the resident race which is very common all round Tehran, bleeding 
in qandt holes and met with in almost every village. 

Streptopelia turtur arcnlcola (Hartert). Turtle-dove. 

I ( 5 * Chal-harz, just north of Tehran. March. 

1 ( 5 * Surkh Hissar, 10 m. E. of Tehran. May 14. 

The second bird was apparently consorting with rosy pastors. Mr. Brother¬ 
ston saw somjj turtle doves at Kazvin on the 5th August. 

Pterocles orieotalis (Linnaeus). Black-bellif^d or Imperial Sand-Orousc. 

2 9 near Tehran. December 27. 

These birds are fairly common in the winter; they seem to like feeding on- 
or near to main roads. I saw a flock of about 20 near Sultanabad on the 9th 
December. 

Charadrius alexandrlous alexandrloot Linnaeus. Kentish Plover. 

I saw Kentish plover at Huleila, on Bushire island, on the 16th December r 
and also on the banks of the Lar river, at 7,000 ft., on the a9th July. 
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CliaradrIllS dttbittf CUroolciisGmelie. Little Ringed Plover. 

I saw the little ringed-plover on the 29th July in the Lar Valley near Chihil 
Cheshmeh, in the bed of the river, with newly fledged chicks: chicks are hatched 
by July 14th. The bird is common on the Lar at that time, and its plaintive 
note is very frequently heard. 

Erolia miailta (Leisler). Little Stint. 

Seen at Dastak and Hulailah on Bushire island, 12th and i6th December. 

Tringa totanaa subsp. Redshank. 

Seen at Dastak and Hulailah on Bushire island, 12th and i6th December. 

Tringa ochrapus ochropus Linnaeus. Green Sandpiper. 

Seen in the Lar valley by the river Lar, and also by its tributary the 
Safld*^b, on the 29th July. 

Vancllua vanellua (Linnaeus). Lapwing or Peewit 

I 9 neat Tehran. January i. 

The lapwing is fairly common on the plateau round Tehran in January and 
February. I saw one near Ahwaz from the railway, on the 17th February. 

Cbettusia leucara (Lichtenstein). White-tailed Plover. 

I saw this bird at Hulaila, on Bushire island, on December i6th : and 
another at Abadan in February. 

Scolopax rusticolfl rusticola Linnaeus. Woodcock. 

I 9 Gulhek, 7 miles N. of Tehran. December 26. 

Woodcock frequent the gardens north of Tehran from about the end of 
November : they are called in Persia usually abyii. 1 hear from a sportsman 
at Burujird that wocxicock arrive there in November and December after the 
first frost: the birrJs come very thin but become falter : Burujird seems to be a 
migrating centre for them. 

Capella galllnago galllnago (Linnaeus). Snipe. 

Snipe are to be found to the south and south-west of Tehran during the 
w inter : a sportsman living at Kermanshah s.nys, they breed there. 

Hydroprogne caspia (Pallas). Caspian Tern. 

I saw a Caspian tern on the shore at Bushire on the 17th December. 

Steroa albifrons subsp. Little Tern. 

Mr. Brotherston saw a little tern at Ahwaz on the 6th June. 

Cblamydotia uadulata macqueenl ((>ray). Houbara Bustard. 

I saw a pair between Abadeh and Yezd-i-Khast on the 5lh May : and Mr. 
Brotherston noticed one near Nain on the 2nd February. 

Fuilca atra atra Linnaeus. Coot. 

Mr. Brotherston saw one between Ahwaz and Tehran on the loth June. 

Crex crex (Linnaeus). Corn-crake. 

A corn-crake was found alive and kept alive for several days at the British 
Legation, Tehran : from July 12. 

Tctraogailas caspiua catplus (Gmelin). Caspian Snow-Partridge. 

I 9 Elburz slopes north of Tehran : at 9,000 ft. February 21. 

Akctarla graeca caiicaaica Sushkin. Chukar or Rock-Partridg' . 

I 9 Tochal mountains, about 15 m, north of Tehran, 7,000 ft. June nth. 
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Alectoris graeca kararlakarl (Zarudny). Chukar or Rock*Partridge. 

1 c? ? Kamard valley, near Jajarud» 15 miles N.E. of Tehran. January. 

These two birds were within a few miles of one another and it seems 

strange that they should belong to two separate races. 

Amaiaperdlx griseoialirls frlaeagalaris (Brandt). Seesee Partridge. 

2 c? 9 20 miles S.E. of Tehran. December 26. 

This seems to be the race inhabiting the Elburz mountains and the vicinity 
of Tehran. Around Shiraz I think the bird is different and must be A. g. fer- 
meuleni, Zar & Loudon. 1 saw a family parly of parents and several newly 
hatched chicks on the Tirak pass, between Mubarakabad and the Lar valley, 
on the 28th July. 

Perdix perdix cancsceof Buturlin. Common Partridge. 

I 15 miles E. of Tehran. Dec. 6. Fairly common in winter from here 

northward. The local name is chil or kahk-i-chil. It is a distinctly pale race. 

Coturaix cotaroix coturnix (Linnaeus). Quail. 

I (S near Safid-db in the Lar valley. July 13. 

I shot two quail but only found one: they were in the lush grass in an 

open space watered by an overflow of water from the river. 7,000 ft. A sports¬ 

man informs me that quail breed at Kermanshah and at Hamadan. 

Pkasitfliis colchlcns talyicheasls Lorenz. Pheasant. 

These birds are resident in Gilan and Mazanderan, and are often sent up to 
Tehran for sale from these provinces. They vary in colour a great deal. 
The Persian word for them is Qarqdvul, or in Gilan lurung. 


THE MOVEMENTS OF THE ROSY PASTOR IN INDIA 
[Pastor roseus (L.)] 

BV 

Humayun Abdulali 

(With a map) 

The Rosy Pastor is well known as a non-breeding winter 
visitor to India and as a two-way passage migrant in the N.W. 
and in the Punjab. It enters and leaves India on a restricted front 
between the foot of the Himalayas and Central Baluchistan, 
travels over the high ground of florth Baluchistan, Central and 
Northern Afghanistan and Persian Khorasan to the south-east corner 
of the Caspian Sea. Its breeding grounds lie in Russian Turkestan 
and westward to Turkey and beyond in S.E. Europe, normally 
as far west as Hungary. Beyond Indian limits it provides one of 
the most remarkable instances of east to west migration known 
among birds. 

An attempt to determine its status and movements in the rest 
of India revealed a glaring paucity of information, and a circular 
inquiry was published in the Journal (Vol. 45, p. 228) as. well as 
in the military news sheet Contact in an effort to collate fr^sh 
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information and to have a clearer idea of its movements. There 
has been some response from members and others, but unfor¬ 
tunately all this information comes mostly from the Punjab, where its 
position is fairly clear. In a fresh effort to collect more informa¬ 
tion, the data now available is here summarized. 

There is a solitary record of a male o&tained at Lahul in Tibet 
on I St July {Ibis 1925, p. 170) and another was seen on 6th July 
1946 near Taklakot, 13,000, W. Tibet (Sdlim Ali, /.B.AT.H.S., 46, 
p. 300). Stragglers occasionally occur in Kashmir, but the late 
Mr. Hugh Whistler has lecorded {Ibis 1926, p. 579 and 1930, p. loj) 
that the migration passes into India south of the Kangra Valley 
and also misses the Rawalpindi District in North Punjab. South¬ 
wards through Peshawar, Jhelum, Gujranwala, Lahore, Firozpur, 
Patiala, Saharanpur, Amballa and Delhi it is exceedingly common 
on passage, the autumn migration commencing early in July, 
reaching its peak towards the end of July and petering out in 
September, (Lt.-Col. J. A. L. Cowie {in epist.) saw the last birds at 
Lahore on 8th September. They were in attendance on grass 
cutters). The return passage makes itself felt towards the end 
of March and is most pronounced during the first half of April. 
By the end of April they are gone, though a few may be seen 
early in May. In autumn and spring, birds are observed moving 
south-eastwards and north-westwards respectively. Major General 
Hutson has recently dealt in detail with the status of this bird 
around Delhi and has noted them feeding on the berries of Salva- 
dora persica and on the black berries of Capparis sepiaria {Ibis 
1945, pp. 275-279. In /.B.AT.H.S. ix (p. 66) is a reprint of a note 
by E. C. Cotes on the Food of the Rosy Pastor first published by 
the Indian Museum. It is said to do a large amount of destruc¬ 
tion to locusts of which many more are killed than eaten. 

In Sind, Baluchistan and the North-West Frontier Province, 
the position is almost identical, and is dealt with by Ticehurst 
{Ibis 1922, pp. 6i6-6t8). It first makes its appearance in the Quetta 
Valley about the middle of July and passes through en masse in 
early August. Large flocks again appear in April and the birds 
are seen upto the middle of May. Ticehurst specifically states that 
it does not winter in British Baluchistan but that stray birds are 
seen on the Mekran coast. Currie {J.B.N,H.S. xxiv, p. 564) in his 
notes from Lahore confirms the two-way passage migrations and 
says that ‘scattered flocks may be met with throughout the cold 
weather* and this is perhaps the correct status for the areas 
already dealt with. At Bahawalpur Major Atkinson {in epist.) says 
they are found in great abundance from about the middle of July 
to October when the dates are ripening and the Bajra is in seed. 
It returns (Sir R. M. Crofton, I.C.S. episu) in large numbers 
in the second week of April, being chiefly interested in pipal fruit 
and wheat gleanings. Ralph Stokoe {in epist.) found it common 
in Jaipur on 7-9th October, 1945. 

There is general agreement among all observers that more 
immature birds appear in autumn, and Magrath {Ibis 1909, p. 131) 
in his notes from Kohat maintains that ‘immature birds stay as 
late as November.* Currie notes that the autumn migration is 
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more leisurely and observers are also agreed that when the return 
migration reaches its peak, there appears to be an attendant in* 
crease in the intensity of purpose in the movement. In spring, the 
movements in the north-western area coincide with the ripening 
of mulberries and corn. 

Moving southwards, Salim Ali in Kutch noted them on his 
arrival there on 5 August, and was informed that they had already 
been there for about a fortnight. His notes indicate that large 
numbers were present on the 15th August, but thereafter, their 
numbers declined and were far fewer when he left Kutch on 3 
October. On his return on the 3 March a few birds were present. 
They increased until large numbers were again seen on the 25 
March all flying in a north-westerly direction. They were noted 
as partial to the fruit of Cordia Rothiiy Premna coriacea (?) Capparis 
aphyllay Salvodora persica and S. oleoideSy and were also devour¬ 
ing large numbers of carterpillars. 

For the large area of Rajputana, Kathiawar, Central India, 
the Central Provinces and Peninsular India in general, we have 
only the statement made by numerous observers that it is a ‘winter 
visitor*. 

In the forested areas like Balaghat (D’Abreau, J xxi, 
p. 1165) and Pachmarhi (Osmaston, ],B.N,H,S, xxviii, p. 455 ‘some 
flocks in spring’), the records appear to indicate their arrival much 
later than further westward. In Bhopal, Whitehead (/.B.N.H. 5 . 
xxi, p. 155) records that ‘large flocks pour in as the Jowari ripens 
towards the end of November* and indicates the earliest date as 
17 October. Sdlim Ali had not noted them when he left Bhopal on 
29 September though he records them in Gwalior on the flowers of 
Butea frondosa from early January upto the 16 April (],B,N,H,S. 
xli, p. 99). 

Briggs {J,B,N,H,S. xxxv, p. 389) at Mhow records several large 
flocks in March and also one in January, two in February, and four 
in April. 

In Berar, Mrs. Wright {J,B.N,H.S. xliii, p. 434) classes it as a 
‘common winter visitor especially to the plains, first recorded on 
the 23rd September*. She adds that ‘by the end of February when 
Butea frondosa was in full bloom their numbers appeared to increase. 
They were last seen on the 31st March when they disappeared 
suddenly*. 

In Gujarat, Sdlim Ali no»ted them commonly between 27th 
October and 30th March feeding largely on peepal figs, Salvadora 
berries and Jowar. 

In Bombay, it ordinarily arrives in the middle of October (was 
noted on 20 August 1939, which was a drought year in Gujarat 
and Kathiawar, as also a pair in immature plumage on 28 August 
46). Their numbers increase with the flowering of Bombax and 
Erythrina in January and they are abundant until mid-April. The 
fruit of Mimusops hexandra is also largely eaten. Jerdon (ii, p. 
333) says it usually makes its appearance in the Deccan (where 
Burgess found them feeding on the flowers of the leafless caper) 
and Carnatic about November, associating ip large flocks and 
committing great devastations on the grain fields, particularly 
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jowari. Sdliin Ali saw large flocks in Warangal in February and 
in the Nander District late in March. 

Continuing southwards, Davidson xi, p. 666) re¬ 

cords them in North Kanara as ‘a cold season visitor both above 
and below the Ghats but only seen occasionally in small flocks*. 
This is amplified by Koelz who was in Londa from 7 January to 
13 March xliii, p. 19) and noled ‘small parties of half 

a dozen or singly in fields’. 

In Mysore xliii, p. 579) S^lim Ali noted them only in 

Nov,/Dec., but Taylor ( 5 .F. x, p. 454) writes ‘plentiful in the 
plains, but very few in hill tracts*. The species is omitted from 
Betts’s ‘The Birds of Coorg* (J.B.N.H.S. xxxiii, p. 542), nor is it 
recorded from the Palni Hills (S.F. v, 387-410; x, 467-480). 

Presumably following the birds which passed through Delhi in 
July/August, we come to George Reed’s notes in Stray Feathers^ 
Vol. X, p. 54 from Lucknow. He found them fairly abundant in 
early October, and holds that vast numbers are seen from the 
middle of February to the end of April. Osmaston does not 
mention it in his ‘The Birds of Gorakhpur* (J.B.N.H.S. xxii, p. 568). 
Lt.-Col. J. A. L. Cowie (in epist.) saw a few birds on the Red Silk 
Cotton in flower on 13 February 1946 at Lucknow. 

From Chota Nagpur and Orissa, Ball (Stray Feathers^ Vol. ii, 
p. 419) records it in February ‘wherever there are cotton trees 
Bombax fnalabaricum\ The localities covered by his paper were 
Lohardugga, Sirguja, Gangpur and Sarunda, Sambalpur, west of 
Mahanadi R., Orissa north of Mahanadi, Nowalgarh and Karial, 
Raipur. He quotes Capt. Beavan noticing large roosting flocks at 
Purulia as late as April. It is very rare in Bihar, Inglis quoting 
one shot on 14 December and a few seen in March in the Madhubani 
sub-division of the Darbhanga District (J.B.N.H.S. xiii, p. 629) 
Jerdon quotes Blyth that ‘they visit the neighbourhood of Calcutta 
only at the end of the cool season, when flocks of them are not 
unfrequently observed on the arboreal cotton tree then in bloom*. 
It is not listed by Inglis from Jalpaiguri Dist. (J,B,N.H.S, xxvi, 
p. 988). Stuart Baker got one in Assam. 

South-eastwards they were not noticed by Humayun Abdulali 
at Vizagapatam in the North Madras Presidency during a week*s 
visit at Christmas (J.B.N.H.S, xlv, p. 333). 

From Madras the only information is Dewar’s who records it 
without dates as ‘not common* (J.B.N.H.S. xvi, p. 48). Biddulph 
(J.B.N.H.S. xl, p. 243) at Rameshwaram Island noticed small flocks 
in Dec./Jan./Feb., mostly in December, presumably on passage to 
Ceylon where it is a winter visitor. [‘Sometimes large flocks* 
(Waite).] Layard’s statement that one year in Ceylon he saw large 
flocks in July for a week is quoted as unusual.. (Jerdon ii, p. 335.) 

In the Andamans, Col. Tytler’s statement that several arrive 
in flocks in January has been discredited by A. L. Butler who holds 
that ‘it is an accidental visitor*. Osmaston twice saw flocks and 
shot three specimens in these islands (Fauna of Brit. India —Birds, 
iii, p. 30). This is very remarkable because there are no records 
from Burma, so this migration presumably being from India over 
a long stretch of water. 
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In the Madura District, Nichols records them from 21 October 
to 12 April occasionally in flocks of upto 400 birds. Here it is 
known as ‘chdlam-batchi’ (jowari bird). (J.B.N.H.S. xliv, p. 40X). 

In Travancore> Ferguson recorded them as common between 
September and March. Sdlim Ali saw only a few from December 
to February xxxviii, p. 500). 

This rough summary gives a general idea of the mass entry 
into India, a subsequent dispersal followed by another massing 
for return. Considering the large numbers in which they swarm 
into India, their movements must, to a large extent, be regulated 
by the availability of food. In the plains and cultivated areas, the 
ripening of wheat, jowar and other crops are the controlling factors 
while where they occur in smaller numbers, they depend on the 
flowering of the well known ornithophilous trees like Bombax 
malabaricum, Erythrina indica and Butea frondosa. They also eat 
the fruit of the pipal (F. religiosa) Laniana camara, Salvadora 
persicQj Mimusops hexandra^ Capparis aphylla and sepiaria and 
Phoenix sylvestris. 

To map out their movements more precisely it is necessary that 
observers not only keep careful notes of the arrivals and departures 
of this bird in their area, but also try and correlate them with the 
availability of their food, which must always be abundant and is 
usually conspicuous. We hope that members and others will con¬ 
tinue to send in notes and observations to complete this investiga¬ 
tion. 



REVIEW 


MEMOIR OF THE ANGLER’S CLUB. MADRAS, 1940. 

This attractively got-up Memoir affords a pleasing insight into the activities 
of the Madras Fisheries Department, for it was on the iniliaLi\e of ofiicers of 
the Inland Development Section that the idea ot founding this club was evolved 
with the laudable aim and object of offering to the angling public the benefit ot 
sport (and science) on an organized footing. 

Inaugurated on the 15th August 1945 the club has 11 is ICxcellency the Governor 
of Madras as Patron, and 27 Members, of whom eight are officials of the Fisheries 
Department. There will no doubt be active and continuing efforts on the part of 
members to rapidly increase their number (entrance fee Ks. 15,-, monthly subs¬ 
cription Rs. 2/-) and popularize the movement. To a keen angler, membership 
offers several important advantages as vtill be quickly realized by those who 
join the club. 

Perhaps in course of time the club will expand to include as Associate Mem¬ 
bers the many along the coasts and inland who are keen though humble anglers 
and able to afford only a lesser fee. Is it not possible in these days ol co¬ 
operative movements, that through such extension of activities and ideals of 
the club, some very considerable assistance might not be afforded to the rather 
uphill efforts of the P'isheries Department to check the immense devastation 
caused among the fish of many species, more especially those of narrow and 
shallow waters where plyers of small meshed nets, and other destructive devices 
spare not even the tiniest of fishes? Humble .Associate Members of the club, 
once enrolled, suitably informed and organized might in course of time be the means 
of creating that proper public opinion which is so essential. This once aroused 
could become a very strong force to condemn and control the many wasteful 
methods militating against the sport of the angling fraternity and such major 
mal-practices as dynamiting and wholesale destruction of fry on spawning 
grounds, which .so very greatly lessen the potential supply of much needed 
protein food to the many millions who so badly need it. From small beginnings 
great things can result. This idea of your Reviewer is offered in a friendly 
and helpful spirit. 

The list of Angling Spots in the Madras Province contributed by Mr, P, I. 
Chacko will be appreciated by both freshwater and sea anglers and will doubt¬ 
less be continued in future issues of the Memoir. TIic several articles contri¬ 
buted by other members are interesting and helpful. It is suggested that it 
would also be mutually helpful were anglers to note down and report the local 
vernacular names of different species, for names of fishes vary even within the 
limits of a single district. 

The photograph of the 7 lb. Mirror Carp taken in the Sims' Park Lake, 
Coonoor, is of particular interest to many members of the Bombay Natural 
History .Society in view of the article on this fish published in the April 1945 
issue of the Society's Journal. 

Congratulations are due to those who have so obviously worked hard to 
establish this club, believed to be the only Association of its kind yet forme<l 
in India, the scope for expansion of membership and activities of which is 
almost unlimited. 


R.W.B. 

THE BIRDS OF NORTHERN THAILAND. By H. G. Deignan, United .States 
National Museum Bulletin 186, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 

This is a belated notice of a comprehensive paper concerning the Birds of 
Northern Thailand, published in 1945. 

It has been the practice of our Journal to publish papers on the fauna of a 
district in many parts, often spread out over a period of years. This renders them 
difficult of access and considerably lessens their value as works of reference. A 
look at this volume endorses the suggestion recently made that the Society should 
also issue bulletins of this kind, for though they would have relatively little sale 
value, as works of reference they would certainly be worth the additional cost. 

Our attention is first drawn to the systematic arrangement of the various 
families and genera, where in strange contrast with the F.B./. Birds volumes, we 
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hegin with the Grebes, Pelicans and Vultures and conclude with the Sunbirds and 
Buntings. Our systematic arrangement is admittedly obsolete and the new edition 
of the fauna must come into line with the modern international practice. 

There is also the inevitable reshulfling ot generic and specific names and the 
field ornithologist begins to wonder if it is any use trying to keep in touch with 
the so-called correct name of a species. That very distinctive bird, which we have 
known for many years as Lyncofnis. now becomes furostopodus. Kittacincla is 
merged in Cophycfius. and the races have again been reshuffled. Saxicola caprala 
burmanica has been resuscitated as ditlerent from caprata on the ground that the 
adult females of the former have darker underparts. Anthus richardi and rufulus. 
which were so painstakingly separated, are now said to be bridged by the form 
sinensis and therefore cannot be considered separate species. Any critical examina¬ 
tion of the systematics of the work is outside the scope of this review and we can 
only refer to the several notes which are particularly interesting to the Indian 
ornithologist. 

It is strange that iti spite of the care and trouble taken over the preparation 
of this work, the author has omitted to record the measurements of the various 
forms and merely states that one is larger or smaller than the other. 

An attempt has be(*n made to retain popular names in keeping with the 
scientific ones, and we have poly-s> liable words like ‘Szechwancse Slaty-crowned 
Redstart’, ‘Teiiasserimese Red-whiskered Bulbul’, ‘Holarctic Short-eared Owl’, and 
so forth. The popular name now becomes as difficult as the scientific one, and 
no useful puipose is ser\cd. 

There are many nTerences to habits of biids which are inten'sting to the 
fif‘ld worker in India. It is maintained again that the King Vulture has priority 
over Pseitdogyps at meals. The gland in the middle of the back of liemicircus 
cauente is said to be ‘the origin of the huffy or greenish yellow colour with which 
the plumage is suffused, and which can be washed oft in a newdy killed specimen*. 
The author stresses the fact that Ilirundo striolata suh-striolata (this is what w'e 
know’ in our area as 11 . daurica nepaletisis \) roost on wires instead of among reeds, 
as do the other swallows. Large numbers visit Peninsular India during the cold 
weather, and can be seen strung out in long lines along the telegraph wires. 
We wonder where they settled before these man-made roosts became available. 

There is an interesting note on the manner in which the two Nuthatches, 
S. castanea and europaea appear to be representatives of the same species which 
have split into two groups occupying distinct ecological niches, the former occur¬ 
ring at low levels and the latter holding the high summits. There is reference 
to flocks of twenty or more of Leaf Birds (Chloropsis aurifrons) which w'e have 
not noticed in India. Three species of Chloropsis are also said to occupy distinct 
types of forests which are unfortunately not described in any detail. They are 
said to feed only on nectarivorous insects, but we have no doubt that they drink 
the nectar also. 

The Red-whiskered Bulbul is said to be the only bird ‘wdiich shows real 
interest in the seeds of the Lantana*, but in India, at all events, many other birds 
devour large quantities, e.g. Rosy Pastors, Babblers, Grey-headed and Brahminy 
Mynahs, Spur Fowl, etc. The same bird is said to occur in loose flocks composed 
of hundreds and it is possible that w’hen in these numbers they might eat the 
largest quantities of Lantana seeds. 

There are some interesting notes on the Criniger group of Bulbuls, but it does 
not appear that the last word has been written on this matter. 

Young Copsychus saularis. throughout Thailand, have more black on their 
rectrices than their parents, in whom the black decreases from the south to the 
north. This is interpreted as indicating that the northern form has been derived 
from the south. An item of this nature only goes to show the large amount 
of systematic work yet to be done with a full series of specimens, which we are 
sure, will be more interesting and valuable than the description of new races on 
the strength of one or two specimens. 

The author refers to a Red-breasted Fly-catcher occupying the same perch each 
cold weather. Our old shikar books talked of small jungle patches, where you 
could shoot a tiger one year, and find another in residence in the following season. 
Birds appear to have the same predilection for perches and haunts. An attempt 
to find the actual factor which draws them to the same place would be of interest. 

The local distribution of Rhipidura aureola is said to be linked with that of 
Tephrodornis pondicetianus and it would be interesting to compare their habitats 
ix) India. 
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The Indian Mynah has established itself in Thailand in recent years, as in 
jjeveral other parts of the world, where it was introduced. 

Sturnus malabaricus nemoricola is said to be an extremely variable form sub¬ 
ject to both albinism and erythrisrn, often in the same individual. Three adult 
Munias are recorded as having ted young birds winch dropped out of one nest. 
Bayas are said to nest more often than not in the same trees as red ants of the 
genus Oecophylla, which we have not noticed in India, possibly because here the 
Baya builds usually on date palms, Tamatind or Babul trees, none of which has 
leaves of which the ants could build a nest. We have, however, often seen nests 
of Sunbirds quite close to the ball-nests of Oecophylla» particularly in mangoes. 

This is a compendium of all available knowledge of the birds of a very interest¬ 
ing area—the meeting place of many Indo-Chinese species, several forms of which 
have again got isolated in the hilly areas and have broken up into geographical 
races. Though a revision of the Indian avifauna would be a much larger and 
more difficult job, we hope that those who take up this gigantic task where it 
uas left by Ticehurst and Whistler, will follow the thoroughness of this work. 

H. A. 


FAR RIDGES. By J. K. Stanford. JPp. 208. 21 half-tone plates. C. & J. Temple 
Ltd., London, 1944. F‘*ice 16.^. 

tar Ridgcii is at first intended to be a passing record of the meandering of 
the Vernay-Cutting Scientific Expedition during the winter of 1938-39, through 
ihe little known country of Northern Burma where the naturalist and traveller 
will find many a surprise awaiting him, more so, if he is prepared to face the 
country through its climatic changes. Far Rtdges is but an appetiser. 

Major Stanlord was an ornithologically mimled member ol the Civil Service 
who had spent many >e.irs in Burma and finally ended up as Deputy Commissioneij 
of the Myitkyina District, which borders *No man’s Land’. He retired from 
service wdthout the hope ot ever revisiting the area of his official labours. Byt 
I'ate had di'cided otherwise. 7 'hrough some turn in the wheel of Fate he joined 
the Vernay-Cutting Expedition as ornithologist. Bt>th Arthur N'ernay and Suy- 
<lam Cutting are well-known explorers, hunters and travellers. 

'I'he author gives us a glimpse of the detaiU necessary befon* an expedition 
.actually moves out into the field, the unseen snags and obstacles to be overcome 
before the start, and the ‘forgottens’ after the start. He humorously gives a 
picture of the journey out from England to the place of rendez vous of all the 
members of the expedition, and its personnel. He was once the Deputy Com¬ 
missioner of the area the expedition was passing through, now, just j. K. Stanford 
he cannot help reflecting on the difference of reception. Now he returned as 
an ornithologist and traveller, not to be troubled any more with the drudgery 
•of administration. 

In the chapters that follow, the ornithologist is uppermost, but details of the 
country and the local people arc not misscxl, nor the sidelights of camp life. 

The book, besides being a readable narrative of the work of the expedition, 
is an ornithological record of the bird-life of the area visited—a record of many 
new finds of scientific importance. Since this expedition, Burma passed through 
the rigors of a dreadful war which spared not even the remote jungles. Perhaps 
•vast tracts have been destroyed which time alone will heal. Those interested 
in the ornithology of Burma will find Major Stanford’s article ‘Some suggestions 
for field Ornithologists in Post-War Burma* in the Journal of the Bombay Natural 
History Society (Vol. xlvi, p. 478) most enlightening. 

The book contains good photographs showing various aspects of the country 
xtnd people. 

C. McC. 
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APPEAL. 


The Odontological Museum of the College of Surgeons require 
skulls of monkeys and other animals^partioullarly that of the 
Lion'tailed monkey (Macaca silenus). If you could help in the 
matter would you please write to:— 


Sir Frank Colyer, K.B.E., 
39, Palace Road, 
Streatham Hill, 
London, S.W. 2. 


RESEARCH REQUEST. 

I am interested in obtaining reprints, copies of unpublished 
manuscripts and results or observations made in connection with 
the biological control of mosquitoes. 

I want to bring this information together in the form of 
annotated bibliographies. 


J. B. Gerberich, 

Dept, of Biological Science, 
Michigan State College, 
East Lansing, Michigan, U.S.A. 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

I.— THE SENSE OF SMELL IN TIGERS 

With reference to Mr. Meston’s letter in the April 1946 number 
of the Jottrml, the following experience may be of interest although 
it does not give a definite answer to the question. I have shot a 
number of tigers and many leopards, and only in this one case, 
that of a tiger, have I noticed any evidence of a sense of smell in 
these animals. 

This happened in December 1938 in the Mangaldai district of 
Assam. This tiger had killed a cow in a bamboo plantation and 
my shikar chair was put up in the centre of a thick clump of 
bamboos, very well concealed, and about ten feet high. The tiger 
came along very noisily about 8 p.m., strode up and down and 
round about for a short time, came noisily up to the foot of my 
bamboo clump, sniffed very loudly about half a dozen times, and 
then cleared right off, also \ery noisily, never having gone any¬ 
where near the kill. I do not think it could possibly have seen or 
heard me. 

I shot this same animal about a week later over another kill, 
which was on open ground. I sat this time on a small platform 
constructed inside the edge of Eupaiorium or ‘giant Ageratum' 
scrub jungle, well concealed by Eupatonum bound all round the 
platform which was about three feet above ground. This time 
he was much closer than previously, but showed no signs of 
scenting me and was shot at a range of about fifteen feet, as he 
stood on a slight ridge overlooking his kill and the open country. 
Weather conditions and time of arrival appeared much the same 
as before. 

1 knew this to be the same animal as he was one of three—two 
tigresses and this tiger—having come into the garden and killed 
nearly one hundred head of cattle. The two tigresses were shot 
first, one over a kill, and the other stalked and shot in a river 
pool, and the tiger as described, the last of the lot and that 
finished the destruction. 

Not very satisfactory, but there you are. 

Teok p’. o’ t. e. h. smith. 

Assam. 

28th October, 1946. 

[Mr. R. C. Morris’s comments on Mr. Smith’s note are of 
interest. He writes:— 

‘The experience described in the second para of this letter 
exactly bears out my views that a tiger, and a panther for that 
matter, has a hound (ground) sense of smell only but I do not 
believe that they have a ‘winding’ sense of smell as deer, antelope. 
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bison, buffalo and bear have. I have had many similar experiences 
myself; chiefly owing to the fact that the shikaries who erect the 
machans willy unless supervised, leave thei,r blankets ,and coats 
lying on the ground near the machan tree. It is most difficult 
to get them to hang their belongings on to branches of other trees. 
The result is that a tiger comes along and gets the scent of the 
clothes, etc. that had been lying on the ground, becomes suspicious 
and goes away.'— eds.] 

2.—DESTRUCTION OF CATTLE BY TIGER EN MASSE, 

A recent instance of two tiger killing eight of our grazing cart- 
bulls at middajy reminded me of Jim Corbett's excellent book 
^Man-Eaters of Ktnnaon' and the equally good review of this book 
by R. W. B. In his book Jim Corbett writes that a case of a 
tiger having killed without provocation more than was needed to 
satisfy its hunger had not come to his notice. Quite apart from 
the killing of eight of our grazing cart-bulls, I know of at least 
five similar instances in which the numbers killed varied from 
7 to 15; in one case only were the cattle enclosed; the remaining 
four instances being day-light occurrences. 

I entirely agree with R. W. B. also in respect of his para, on 
leopards and porcupines; I think leopards get stuck by porcupines 
just as often as tiger. Lastly, although Corbett has not kno^^'n of 
man-eating leopards killing human beings by daylight R. W. B. 
is quite correct in saying that this has not been the case in other 
parts of India nor, I may say, in Ceylon; e.g. the famous Ponani 
man-eater (a leopard). 

17, Aitrangzeb Road, 

New Delhi. R. C. MORRIS. 

4//r November, 1946. 


3._FIVE shots WITHIN TWO HOURS AT THE SAME 

PANTHER. 

Mainly because I did not expect any ordinary individual to 
believe this incident, have I failed to put it into print before. To¬ 
day I feel old enough to shoulder any ridicule which might be forth¬ 
coming from the ‘unbeliever*. 

Whilst planting in Travancore, it happened that my assistant 
and his wife were returning to their bungalow, when on the road 
just below oui'S, they spotted in the beam of their somewhat dim 
lights, two eyes which to them appeared to be those of a tiger. 
Returning to our bungalow, I got my ’500 and went down to in¬ 
vestigate. The two ‘eyes* were still in the same place. After 
firing we inspected the spot and confirmed the pug marks of a 
panther. It meant turning the car lower down the road. On the 
return journey, the lights again picked up a pair of ‘eyes’. Another 
shot, and a clean miss. Knowing our own car carried a spot-light 
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with a 500 ft. beam, we decided to have another try. Running 
the spot-light over the Red Gum clearing where the panther had 
been seen, the beam picked him up some 50 yards away. (By the 
way another planting friend, together with my 12 bore and lethal^ 
accompanied us on this mission.) Shot number three,—a cleaa 
miss. Turned the car, and on the return journey, found the com¬ 
pounder standing near his house, and no doubt wondering what the 
bag of hares amounted to. More in temper than meaning it, 1 
shouted to him to tic up a damned cow. Back to the bungalow 
and dinner ! No sooner had we started soup, when the compounder 
sent word to say his cow was being killed. 

Three of us were soon down on the road again. After finding 
the kill, in the beam of the spot-light, we proceeded to await events. 
The spot-light was switched off, but at the same time trained on the 
*kiir. After some five minutes a stone had been dislodged, and 
came rolling down towards the car. My friend switched on the 
light, which found the panther lying alongside the cow. From me^ 
Bang ! Hell ! and miss. 

Back to dinner in all earnest this time. Halfway through 

the meal, I suddenly had a ‘hunch*. If he*ll come back four times, 

why not the fifth? Three of us again went down to the kill. The 
spot-light showed no intrudei, so we decided to wait for a while. 
After perhaps ten minutes a noise was heard in the vicinity of 
the ‘kill*, less than forty yards away. This time 1 meant to throw 
all caution to the wind, so stepped in front of the spot-light before 
it was switched on. I'he light was then switched on; and found 

his lordship sitting on his haunches at the side of the kill. Like 

the previous four shots, it was a ‘sitter*, but of course with the 
light at the ba.ck of the sights, it maile all the difference. This 
lime he toppled over and rolled towards us, until finally held up by 
a drain. In this, he struggled for a second or so, until my 
friend fired a lethal bullet at him. The skin w\as in no w'ay dam¬ 
aged, but in case my friend reads this article, I think he probably 
gave the stupid panther the coup de fTrace. A perfect specimen 
of a male panther, with no outw-ard signs of any previous wounds. 
Could he possibly have been stone deaf? It is difficult to put any 
other construction on his persistent folly of remaining in the area 
after having been shot at four times prior to the final shot. 

(h.OUDLAND EsT\TE, 

CuMBUM P. O., H. GIBBON. 

Madura, S. I. 

6 th January, 1947. 


4.—REVERSAL OF FEEDING HABITS IN 
A DEER AND A DOG. 

Conditions of captivity may bring about extraordinary changes 
is the habits of animals. 
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A deer and a dog were kept as pets for three years from their 
*early days. Curiously the distinction between their feeding habits 
vanished. The carnivorous dog swallows vegetables (cabbages, 
cauliflower, and peels of fruits), with great pleasure and the herbi¬ 
vorous deer relishes the flesh of a goat. Now they are great 
friends with each other. One will not eat unless the other is pre¬ 
sent and vice-versa. 

Vegetable feeding among dogs is not so uncommon and may 
be seen both in the wild state and under domestication. But for 
the deer, which was caught in the forest when probably 3 weeks 
old and reared under captivity, its abrupt change to a carnivorous 
diet is perplexing. How its digestive system could accommodate 
such a complete change in food, is unexplained. How an un¬ 
accustomed protein meal is digested by its normal gastric secretion 
is unknown. 

The author will be thankful to his learned readers for an ex¬ 
planation. 

'rhese two curious pets belong to Mrs. K. L. Lahiry; to her 
the author’s best thanks are due. 

Zoological Laboratory, 

University of Calcutta, SIVATOSH MOCKERJEE. 

35, Ballygunj Circular Road, 

5//1 November^ 1946. 


5._NATURAL death of elephant. 

Your comments contained in the last paragraph of the B,N.H, 
Journal for August 1946, under the above heading, rings a com¬ 
forting note in my memory. 

Whilst lecturing on Jungle Lore in the capacity of Command¬ 
ant of No. 2 Jungle Training School in Ceylon during the war, 

I could always rely on one of the ‘grand lads’ putting forward the 
usual chestnut! ‘Where do elephants go to die? and do they resort 
to a common burial ground? My reply coincided almost verbatim 
with your comments; with the following addition. ‘Excepting 
thigh and skull bones, I have known a fully grown dead cow ele¬ 
phant completely disappear within a period of two months.’ Al¬ 
though the putrefying flesh and blood killed the grass and vegetation 
over the area on which the carcase lay, within a short time,—no 
doubt due to phosphates and other mineral properties,—^this grass 
and vegetation eventually grew to a greater profusion than previous¬ 
ly. This, I think, largely accounts, in addition to your factors, for 
the lack of evidence where the death of large animals is concerned. 
Burial grounds. This to my mind is mythical!! Where traces of 
large collections of animal l^nes have been found; more especially 
in the case of pre-historic flndings, this I attribute to one of the 
following causes, (i) Disease. (2) Land-slide. (3) Trapped in a 
glacier. 
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Although not necessarily portending death, all animals when 
feeling ‘off colour’ naturally seek seclusion. How often have we 
seen this instinct put into practice where our own domestic pets 
are concerned? 

Cloudland Estate, 

CuMBUM P. O., H. GIBBON. 

Madura Dist. F/Lf. 

yth January, 1947. 


6.—THE SIZE OF INDIAN ELEPHANTS. 

I send you herewith details of some large elephants that have 
been shot in India within recent years. As long ago as 1886 
(vide The Statesman of February 23rd 1886) the question of the 
ii' Asiatic elephant was exercising the minds of sportsmen and 
others, and the late Mr. G. P. Sanderson had not measured any 
larger than 10^ 64'' high at that time. In recent years I have 
measured two large tuskers, one belonging to the Raja of Gauri- 
pore, Assam, which was 10' 4^" at the shoulder and the other be¬ 
longing to the Maharajah of Gwalior, which is 10' 5'' at the 
shoulder. I doubt if there is a larger elephant than this in captivity 
to-day, unless it be found among those owned by the Maharajah 
of Nepal. 

But while the existence of a captive ii' elephant is still to be 
proved, I have no doubt that such elephants exist in the wild 
State. Very recently an animal was found dying in the forests 
of Kachugaon, Goalpara District, Assam, and was measured by 
a Forest Officer after death and found to be ii' high. His tusks 
were as follows: — 

1. 8'o" long, i'4i ’ thickest mid-girth. Weight i md. (82 lb.) 

2. 8' o" long, i' thickest mid-girth. Weight i md. 14 

chattaks (84 lb.) 

This elephant, I think, constitutes an all-round record for the 
Asiatic elephant, and I shall be interested to know of any bigger. 

The present Maharajah of Mysore claims to have shot an ii' 
elephant in his State. This animal, a photograph of which appeared 
in The Illustrated Weekly in 1940, had tusks which weighed 162 lb. 
all told though they were a little over 6' in length. 

The present Rajkuihar of Gauripur, Assam, shot a makhna 
(tuskless male) in the Garo Hills of Assam in 1945, the fore-foot 
of which measured 5'6" in circumference. It was not possible to 
measure the shoulder-height of this animal as it lay in an awk¬ 
ward position. 

Coming to elephants below ii' in height, the late Mr. P. R, 
Phukon of Gauhati, Assam, shot a tusker in the Khasi Hills of 
Assam in 1938 which measured 10' lo^', Mr. Gyles Mackrell shot 
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a tusker in the Haltugaon Forests of Goalpara District which was 
10'9J" in height, while the undersigned shot one in Kachugaon 
in 1940 of which the measurements are given below:— 

Height—ic/ 8 i". 

Tusks: 1. 7'3" length. 1' 6 i" thickest girth, 77 lb. weight. 

2. 7'i" length. i'6J" thickest girth, 77 lb. weight. 

In estimating the above weights, a maund is taken to be 82 lb. 
in weight. 


Conservator of Forests, 
Shillong, Assam. 
j^th October, 1946. 


P. D. STRACEY, i.f.s. 


7.—RECORD SEROW. 

(With a photo) 

Major G. T. Allen, m.c., .Assistant Political Officer, Lohit Valley 
Sadiya, has sent us a Serow, which he states he discovered in a 
hunter’s house in the Mishmi Hills in North Assam which is very 
likely the record. 


IP 
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We enclose a photograph of the head and should be grateful 
if you would record this in the Journah 

Artists in Taxidermy. 

Mysore. VAN INGEN & VAN INGEN. 

ytd October^ 1946. 

[The longest horns so far recorded of the Eastern race of the 
Serow measure ii\ ins.—a head obtained in the Mishmi Hills by 
R. L. Sinclair. (Rowland Ward). —eds.] 

8.—‘SHAMMING DEATH* 

Mr. Dunbar Brander’s note on this subject (Vol. 46, No. 2, 
P- 399) doubtless attract attention ol naturalists and sportsmen. 

During the years when I hunted my Bobbery Pack in the 
Hyderabad Dominions the jackaPs habit of ‘shamming death’ was 
sometimes observed by me and my companions of those days. 
The animal would allow itself to be mauled, hauled about and 
left for dead—t^xcept when Prince, or Tiger, or Paddy, or Poligar 
Bob hail been at him ! 

When the jack found his simulation of death through im¬ 
mobility and non-resistance had caused his assailants to leave 
him he was up and off, to be perhaps caught a second time and 
truly slain. But he was not always caught, not if there happened 
to be sufficient near-by cover for his escape. In all those instances 
the animal was in imminent danger of death by violence, or died 
by violence, but no death cry was ever heard. 

All of us have noticed the numerous instances among insects, 
caterpillars, beetles and other crawling creatures of immobility 
when touched, an obviously instinctive action by which further 
molestation is frequently avoided. That, in common parlance, is 
also ‘shamming dead* or, shall we say ‘playing possum*. 

The *deaih cry\ I have not anywhere read of death cry of 
a tiger being remarked upon. That comforting assurance of de¬ 
mise of a tiger shot at from a night maclian has three times been 
heard by me. lAvice a male (4.2.25 15.3.26) and once a female 

(7'.4.25) all full grown animals and subsequent to the first memor¬ 
able reading of Mr. Dunbar Brander's U'ild Animals in Central 
Indiay or it would have been then mentioned. This cry is not 
made by all tigers wT)unded to death. 

It is a loud cat-yowl unmistakably similar to the dying yowl 
of a domestic cat killed by dogs, which I have unfortunately heard 
in two unintentioned instances. It is curious that no panther has 
been heard to utter this death cry, which is most certainly, in case 
of the tiger, unlike any sound ever made in the course of his life 
until his dying moment had arrived. 

I have never observed simulation of death on the part of any 
tiger or panther, but an acquaintance, the son of the Imperial Forest 
Department student, who was mauled by the man-eating tigress of 
Mundali on the 7lh May 1889, pulled the tail of a supposedly 
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dead panther and was thoroughly ‘combed’ down by the enraged 
beast. It cannot now be known whether it was ‘shamming dead'. 
He lived to kill five lions in seven minutes when serving in East 
Africa during the 1914-18 War and gave me a photograph showing 
all the five in the picture. 

Bangalore. r. W. BURTON. 

6 th January, 1947. Lieut.-Col LA. (Retd.). 

9—SPOT-LIGHT SHOOTING 

In Australia record prices for all fur skins for the American 
market coupled with the need for reducing the number of kangaroos 
in some areas, where they eat the young wheat, has given rise to 
shooting with rifles at night with a spotlight. Rabbits are shot 
with *22 rifles, the light being usually a motorcycle headlight con¬ 
nected to a battery carried in a haversack. Rabbits take little 
notice of the spotlight and it is easy to get a shot. Much the 
same applies to kangaroos and foxes, which are usually shot 
with heavier rifles. In the young wheat, shooters sometimes drive 
about in utility trucks, and when a kangaroo is spotted, he is 
chased Or cut olf in his attempt to get to the place where he gets 
through the fence—usually netting with a barbed wire on top. 
If it is clear moonlight, kangaroos travel very fast and take the 
fences in their stride, but in darkness they go much slower and 
stop at the fence, when they are usually shot. They can also be 
got by moving through the grass land or open forest at night 
whether on foot or from a truck. All animals arc shown up by the 
reflection of light from their eyes. For shooting from a truck 
you require a driver, highly skilled with good night sight, a spot¬ 
light operator and the man with the rifle. All the party should pre¬ 
ferably be insured against accidents, whether fatal or otherwise. 
Without a truck each shooter carries his own spotlight and can 
work single handed. When it was noted how little concern rabbits 
showed for the spotlight, a, fox terrier was induced to join in the 
hunt, but he never managed to catch a rabbit because, the moment 
he saw one in the spotlight he charged it as fast as he could and 
the rabbit, presumably hearing him coming, at once put on full 
speed and got away. This indicates how acute the rabbit's hear¬ 
ing is for ground noises. HJs alarm of a couple of thumps with 
his hind legs is well known. By itself rabbit shooting would 
produce fewer skins than trapping (only the skins are wanted, the 
carcases are thrown away), but foxes and kangaroos are also 
shot at the same time so that when the fur skin market was at 
its best a lucky shooter might earn several pounds in two or three 
hours’ night shooting. A good kangaroo skin brought anything 
up to ;^i-io-o and fox skins rather more. Rabbit skins were 
worth as much as 3 shillings each. 

C/o. Messrs. Grindlay & Co. Ltd., G. de la P. BERESFORD. 
Bombay. Major^GeneraL 

12th November, 1946. 



MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


721 


io._ON THE NESTING OF THE RED-BROWED FINCH 
[CALLACANTHIS BURTONI (GOULD)] 

This is a note of my personal observations near Gulmarg, 
Kashmir, 25th June—17th July, 1946. I was loath to give up more 
time to observing this nest, or I might have been able to record 
more points of interest, but when one’s leave is not long and one 
wants to cover a lot of ground, and see as many different birds as 
possible one cannot afford to repair day after day for weeks on 
end to one place to watch one nest. 

This finch is not rare in the fir and deodar forests between 
9,000 feet and the highest limits of these trees, around Gulmarg. 
We saw a pair or an odd one of these birds on all our day-long 
rambles these forests in most directions from Gulmarg. 

Although I only found one nest, I had my suspicions about the 
existence of two others at least, and I am sure that the presence 
of these birds in pairs here and there throughout this area meant 
they were nesting. I saw no family parties of fully fledged young 
and parents. 

These finches are very confiding and allow of a close approach 
when feeding on the ground, which they do frequently. 

On 25th June, at about 9,500 feet I saw a pair of these birds 
pulling small dry twigs and lichen from the branches of a very 
large fir and taking the materials to near the top of a smaller tree 
about 30 yards away. Both birds carried the materials, but owing 
to their swift movements and the height of the nest I could not 
be positive if they both built, though this appeared to me to be 
so. The birds never flew direct to the nest but always alighted 
some way below it and worked their way up to it. 

The nest appeared to have been begun some days previously, 
and as the last day of construction appeared to be 5lh July, this 
nest must have taken about 14 days to construct. This is borne 
out by its comparatively massive nature. 

On the 8th July the cock bird was seen to feed the sitting hen 
by regurgitation. 

In view of the risk from storms and jungle crows the nest and 
eggs were procured on loth July. There were two eggs, both 
showing slight signs of incubation when blown. They were of 
a clear greenish blue colour of medium depth, with spots and 
specks, the former blackish-brown with a brownish nimbus and 
the latter almost jet black. One egg has only one small spot and 
a couple of specks while the other is quite Avell marked at the 
broad end with a larger spot and a patch about 3 mm. square 
of closely set specks. One egg is more stubby in shape than the 
other which is elongated and pointed at one end. The colour of 
both eggs has faded a bit already. The shell is smooth with a 
very slight tendency to gloss. 

The nest was estimated by means of graticuled field glasses 
to be considerably over 70 feet up, and about 12 feet from the top 
of the tree, which was thinly foliaged compared to many of the 
giants around it. The nest was built about four feet out from 
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the trunk of the tree on a fairly stiff branch, screened from above 
by the next higher branch which bent down over it fairly closely. 

The forest here was semi-open, well watered with small torrents 
and interspersed with many small grassy margs. 

The nest was in a tree about 100 yds. from one such marg 
inhabited by gujarSy with many jungle crows always around, so 
much so that I little thought I would get the eggs before the 
crows found the nest and destroyed it. 

The nest was a massive, shallow cup. Outside width 5 inches, 
outside depth 2J Inches. Inside width of cup inches, inside 
depth of cup ij inches. The outer nest consisted of a mass of 
wiry lichen, pale greenish white in colour such as is found on 
most of the firs and deodars in these forests, held together by 
about a dozen stoutish dry twigs each about 6 inches long. The 
inner nest was a shallow cup of fine dry herb stalks and rootlets 
with a thick lining of hair, brown, whfte and black and seven 
small feathers. There was a little woolly material between the 
lichen and the inner cup. The hair was goat or cattle hair with 
one combing of long black human hair. 

C/o. Grindlay & Co. 

New Delhi. H. P. E. W'ATERS. 

14^/1 September, 1946. Major 


II.— THE STATUS OF THE PIED-CRESTED CUCKOO AND 
GREAT INDIAN BUSTARD IN JASDAN STATE. 

It was with great interest that I read in your Journal (Volume 
46, No. I, p. 187) the observations of Mr. V. M. Vasu on ‘Some 
common birds of Kathiawar—absent or rare in Cutch\ 

Mr. V. M. Vasu says the Pied-crested Cuckoo is unknown in 
Kathiawar except in some well shaded areas near Bhavnagar and 
probably Junagadh. I do not know about the rest of Kathiawar 
but they are quite common in our Stale. 

The Great Indian Bustard ig^ more or less, vanishing from 
Kathiawar. My father has very wisely prohibited their shooting 
in out State and the result is that, perhaps ours is the only State 
in Kathiawar where they are safe. About a month ago Sir Cyril 
Hancock, our Resident came and stayed with us, and as he had 
not seen the Great Indian Bustard for some years I took him out 
and showed him some birds ami a nest and eggs. I am sorry 
to say the eggs of this particular nest never hatched. The Great 
Indian Bustard needs protection. Indiscriminate slaughter if 
continued would make this beautiful bird extinct. 

The Palace, 

Jasdan. SHREE YUVRAJ OF JASDAN. 

Octoberf 1946. 
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12.—THE KOEL [EUDYNAMIS SCOLOPACEUS (LINN.)] AS 
AN EGG-STEALER. 

I remember this incident of a koel stealing the eggs very clear¬ 
ly. It must have been during the nesting season of 1944, though 
1 do not remember the month. One evening I was bird-watching 
in the Horticultural Gardens, Lodi Road, Delhi (near Safdar Jang’s 
Tomb). I was standing under an old, gnarled tree watching a dove 
on one of the top branches, when I noticed a movement lower down 
the tree. Closer inspection revealed a hen koel hopping deliberate¬ 
ly from branch to branch till she reached a main limb of the tree, 
along which she then proceeded to creep. Her movements were 
absolutely silent, definitely furtive and appeared purposeful. On 
reaching the trunk she disappeared from my view, and I moved 
quietly round the tree, to see her tail emerging from a hole formed 
by a hollow branch which had been broken off short near the 
trunk. In a very short time she backed out of the hole, and I 
saw that she held in her beak a pale blue egg, about the size of 
a thrush’s, but without the black spots (she was only some 6-8 feet 
above me). She hopped on to an adjoining branch and made 
several very clumsy attempts to swallow the eg'g, jerking her 
head back as far as it would go. In the end it broke, and I could 
clearly see the 3^olk running down her breast feathers. She 
swallowed all she could and then, after a very short pause, moved 
back to the nest hole and <lisappeared down it. Only a few inches 
of her tail showed. She soon emerged bearing a second egg, 
and this time flew rather awkwardly to another tree a few yards 
off. I watched her through glasses going through the same 
attempts at swallowing, but this time she dropped the egg. In¬ 
stead of going after it she flew off and I recovered it. It was 
broken and I shall never know whether it broke on falling or 
whether 1 trod on it while searching in the grass. During the 
whole of this performance there was no sign of the parent birds. 

Bradbourn, 

Cold Harbour Lane, A. E. BAGWELL PUREFOY. 

Marlborough, Whilts. 
ph October^ 1946. 

13.—BREEDING OF THE BLUE-CHEEKED BEE-EATER 
(MEROPS SUPERCILIOSL S PERSICUS PALLAS) IN 
BHAVNAGAR STATE 

The Blue-cheeked Bee-eater is a regular monsoon breeder in 
Bhavnagar. They are seen to arrive on the coast in May and 
start excavating their nest holes in June. Young are usually 
seen in the latter part of July and August. Some years only few 
pairs are seen nesting, at others small colonies of a dozen pairs or 
more* In August and September large congregations of these bee- 
eaters are observed on lakes, the seaside and fields, and they appear 
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to remain throughout the winter months. They are great travellers, 
new birds arriving, and those that have remained for some time 
departing. The migration appears to be North-South and East- 
West during August-Septemt^r. During the Spring they dis¬ 
appear only to be seen, when a number of pairs return to breed 
in the same areas as the preceding season. 

Dil Bahar, 

Bhavanagar. K. S. DHARMAKUMARSINHJI. 

^th October^ 1946. 


14.—BREEDING OF PALM SWIFT [TACHORNIS BATA- 
SIENSIS PALMARUM (GRAY)] AND COOT (FULICA ATRA 
ATRA LINN.) IN BHAVNAGAR. 

Since 1944, with the enlargement of the lake, which is now a 
large stretch of perennial water of approximately 3 sq. miles, there 
have been two distinct changes in the area below the lake, (i) The 
subsoil water has risen more than double to what it was formerly. 
(2) A humid basin has formed with the increase of vegetation. These 
factors, and an early rainfall, much above the average, have, I be¬ 
lieve, induced two species of birds to breed in Bhavnagar. This is 
the Palm Swift {Tachornis hafasiensis palmantm) and the Coot 
(Fulica atra atra). 

The Palm Swift, I have seen breeding on the Bhavnagar State 
sea coast at various places where the temperature reached 102 F. 
maxima in the shade, but it was not common even there. But 
1 had never seen it in Bhavnagar until recently, and having found 
number of nests during May and June, 1 feel it is well established 
with the suitable conditions now prevailing. 

As regards the Coot, we had always believed it to be a migra¬ 
tory species in Kathiawar, and I think this is quite true except 
for the several pairs found breeding this year. Last year I watched 
a solitary coot remain in a small pool throughout the Spring and 
Summer months, and I even susfjectcd there was a pair breeding. 
It is extraordinary that a coot, probably the same bird, remained 
in the same pool this year as in the preceding. Coots are generally 
seen leaving in April and arriving in about September—October 
or even later. This year in August my assistant Mr. P. K. Desai, 
who is a very keen observer of bird life, mentioned that he had 
seen a coot’s nest, so that I went and confirmed his findings. The 
solitary nest was situated in the middle of an open pond with few 
reeds and was quite conspicuous from a road overlooking the 
pond. Here there are a number of interconnecting ponds approx¬ 
imately 100x60 yards, and all are full by the end of a good 
monsoon. This year in particular we experienced incessant rain 
for over a month and these pools were full to the brim by the 
middle of July which is quite unusual. On further investigation 
in these adjoining ponds we found four more nests with eggs of 
tKe coot and some still building their nests of reeds. It was 
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exciting* and strange to see coot breeding at a time when it was 
formerly considered to be absent. 

Dil Bahar, 

Bhavanagar. K. S. DHARMAKUM'ARSINHJI. 

$th October^ 1946. 

t 

15.—A SWIMMING PEREGRINE 

During a visit to Gunong Pulai Resei*voir in South joliore 
recently (October 23rd, 1946), a Peregrine (F. peregrinus calidus) 
was seen to alight at the edge of the reservoir at a spot where 
a shelving embankment of stone slopes into the lake. The pere¬ 
grine stepped quickly into water which reached up to its belly 
and proceeded to have a very thorough bath. Upon our approach¬ 
ing closer to have a better look, the bird was disturbed by our 
dogs and, after scrambling ashore, took to wing away from land 
in the direction of the water. It failed to gain height due to 
the w'etness of its feathers and flopped into the w’ater again after 
it had flown only some 8 or 10 feet. We then had the astonishing 
view of a peregrine swimming rapidly to land with vigorous, force¬ 
ful strokes of its wings. Immediately it reached shore the bird 
took to the air once more and this time, with some tllfliculty, 
gained height and eventually flew^ up into the topmost branch of 
a dead tree where it spread its wings to dry in the sun. 

Singapore. 

191/1 November, 1946. W*. T. LOKE, 

16.—PAINTED SANDGROUSE AND OTHER GAME BIRDS 

IN MYSORE 

As I wrote last season reporting the shooting of eight Painted 
Sandgrouse early in September and suggesting they had come in 
to that locality due to the failure of the S.W. monsoon, I now 
write to report that covering the same ground we found none this 
season, the monsoon has been in excess this season. 

When writing last season I cannot recall if I made it clear 
that it was known these birds frequented that locality at other 
times of the year, the point was we had not found them on that 
ground in the previous three years early in September. 

I consoled myself during monsoon reading through again Mr. 
Salim Ali’s Birds of Mysore^ Vol. XLIV, No. 2, and made the 
following notes which may be of interest. 

Woodcock {Scolopax rusticola). These arc evidently more 
common in the planting district of Kadur, mainly the heavy jungle 
and Ghaut section. 

They frequent the cardamom ravines in certain estates and the 
streams and small rivers in dense jungle. The difficulty is to 
locate them, and when found to get a shot, hence few make a 
business of going after them. I have known them as low as 
2/50Q ft. elevation. 
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Mr. R. G. Foster, Balur Estate {a favoured locality), who has 
not always kept records, writes as follows: *My records show 
that in the past few years there have been shot 34 birds, that only 
once has one been killed in December, and none later than March. * 
He adds weight is usually just under 12 02. and he is of the 
opinion they come in with the full moon in December and leave 
with the full moon of March. 

Mr. F. R. P. Cannon shot five in Mertikhan Estate during 
season 1944-45. I have only shot 9 in 32 years but have not 
lived in a favoured locality. The earliest record shows 24th 
December, latest 14th March. 

Wood Snipe (Capella uemoricola). Only one is noted by M[r* 
SAlim Ali as recorded after 1883 ! You kindly identified one for 
me vide your letter dated 31-1-33. 

I think probably a few more come into the swamps in these 
heavy jungles than further east (or even Munzerbad, noted by 
Sdlim Ali)? I have seven recorded, but unfortunately I went mad 
on fishing at one time and kept no shooting records for 12 years ! 
I only know one swamp where I have repeatedly seen them, grass 
I to ij ft. high. 

Fantail Snipe {Capella gallinago) and Pintail' Snipe {Capella 
sfcniira). 1 do not think the former come into the swamps in 
these heavy jungle tracts, only upto the outskirts. 

My earliest Pintail shot is 3 on August 29th which I informed 
you of on 30-8-26. The previous year I shot 4 on 20th September 
and noted ‘swamp well stocked’, followed by 8 more on 27th Sep¬ 
tember. However, I do not think many come into tliis part 
before early October. Two years ago we saw four on 22nd August 
but this was further east between Chickmagalore and Hassan, 
and may have been either fan or pintail as nope w'ere shot. 

I have one recorded shot as late as May nth but this may 
have been a pricked bird? Other late dates are 3 on 3rd May, 4 on 
27th April, but few remain as late. 

Painted Snipe {Rostralula henghalensis). I have seen these 
in this part, but only twice and that in a favoured swamp, sur¬ 
rounded by a maidan as against usual jungle, locality near 
Balehonnur village. It is where I found early and late pintail snipe. 

Jack Snipe {Lymnocryptes minima). Have never met these 
here, and very few further East. 

Nukta {Sarkidionis melanotus). A friend says he thinks these 
are more common east of Kadur than as reported round Mysore 
City? 

Cotton Teal {Neitapus coromandelianus). These have de¬ 
creased in recent years where we shoot 30-40 miles from here, 
and others have reported this to you from other parts of India. 
What is the reason? 

Common Whistling Teal (Dendtocygna javanica). Strange to 
say these come in to breed during the S.W. monsoon on ponds 
on the Balehonnur maidan (mentioned under painted snipe). The 
Badra river is not far off. Never seen there at any other time of 
year, plenty of course 20-30 miles from here. 
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Grey Jungle Fowl {Gallus sonnerati), 1 have not noted chicks 
•earlier than Feb./March, although a friend says he has. 1 should 
say it is rare due to the heavy S.W, monsoon followed immediate¬ 
ly by the N.E. monsoon? 

1 think some chicks died this last heavy monsoon? 

Southern Grey Partridge (Francolinus pondicerianus). Noted 
as ‘not common', presumably in comparison with other parts of 
Jndia? It might be added due to netters ! They are often on sale 
in the Russell Market, Bangalore, during the close season, and 
the Moore Market also quotes them in that season ! The netters 
will clear a locality in no time. 

To show how common or uncommon they are—two guns H Q 
Kadur bagged 23 in 3^ days shooting early in September, and we 
lost quite a lot of weight doing it! One bird contained an egg, 
not experienced in the previous four seasons. 1 believe this late 
breeding is not unknown, I have seen chick March 22nd. 

Addenda. 

Grey Jungle Fowl. I mentioned I had not noticed chicks earlier 
than Feb./March so now report having found a fortnight ago egg 
shells which presumably could not be a pre-monsoon brood as 
over 100 inches has fallen since June 1st. 

Red Spur Fowl {Galloperdix spadicea). I saw a brood of 
three newly hatched chicks on 24th November. I have not noticed 
these either breeding at this season before. 

Kurady Khan Estate, 

San(;amesw. 4 RPEt P.O., 

Kadur District, G. V. R. FREND. 

Mysore. 

3rd October 1946. 

17—OCCURRENCE OF THE MALAY BITTERN (GORSA- 
KlUS M, MELANOLOFHVS) IN MYSORE. 

I enclose the head and wing of a bird 1 shot in bamboo jungle 
below here for identification. It appears 10 be of the bittern family? 
Salim Ali (Vol. XLIV, No. 2) only mentions one bittern— Boiaiirus 
stellaris, 

Kurady Khan Estate, 

Sangameswarpet P.O., 

Kadur District (Mysore State). G. V. R. FREND. 

I’^th September 1946. 

[Mr. Sdli^ Ali has examined the specimen and identified it as 
•Gorsakius melanolophus melanolophus the Malay Bittern. 

According to the Fauna the distribution of this species is 
Ceylon, the Malabar Coast to the Southern Bombay Presidency, 
Assam, Manipur, Burma South through the Malay States to 
Sumatra, Java, Borneo and Formosa. 

In the Report on the Ornithological Survey of Travancore 
^nd Cochin, the following has been recoided :— 

‘Not met with by the Survey.’ 

11 
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Ferguson mentions XVI, 17) that F, W. Bour- 

dillon obtained a specimen of the Malay Bittern on the hills at 
about 2,500 ft. elevation in 1878, and that subsequently he received 
2 live specimens. Stewart seems to have found it common in 
Travancore (Fauna VI, 362). 

It has not been recorded from actually within the Cochin State, 
but it must doubtless occur there. Kinloch (J.,B.N.H.S,, XXIX, 
294) obtained a specimen and found it common in the Nelliampathy 
valley. He also saw this bittern at the foot of the Palghat Hills. 

Breeding : Nidification (iv, p. 479) records that Stewart took 
many nests of the Malay Bittern in Travancore from the end of 
May to early July.— eds.] 

18.—THE KENTISH PLOVER [LEUCOPOLIUS ALEXAND- 
RINUS (LINN.)] BREEDING IN KATHIAWAR. 

This is the first record of the Kentish Plover breeding in 
Kathiawar. And it is most interesting to note that the nearest 
place of its breeding being in Sind provided, the species is Leu^ 
copolins alexandrinus alexandrinus. However, there is some 
mention of its breeding in the Rann of Kutch, but this has not yet 
been fully confirmed. Mr. S 41 im Ali docs not include it in his 
‘Birds of Kutch’, although it may occur there in small numbers. 
But if the species found in Kathiawar is the Indian Kentish Plover 
(Leucopolius alexandrinus seehohmi)^ then the nearest record of 
its breeding is in Ceylon, and it is also said to breed on the shores 
of the Red Sea and Coast of Somaliland. I am afraid it has not 
been possible for me to distinguish which sub-species the Kathia¬ 
war Kentish Plover belongs to. Shooting the birds off their nests 
seems to be the only way to confirm it. I hope more evidence of 
this plover breeding in Kathiawar was available so that there is no 
fear of destroying the few pairs that breed with us. Now before 
I venture to give an actual account of the Kentish Plover breeding 
I should like to mention a clue that helped me discover the actual 
pair of birds ami their eggs. 

I was staying at Victor, Bhavnagar State, during the Summer, 
and on returning from a brief visit which I had made I was informed 
that there had been a very high tide on the 2nd June 1946—^the 
highest tlide recorded for many years together. This unusuat 
phenomena caused the mud flats to be entirely submerged to a level 
never before reached. This resulted in my picking up two eggs. 

Actually, it happened on the morning of the 7th June. Walk¬ 
ing along the high tide line, my eyes rested on two eggs 
lying on the ground amongst the debris brought up by the 
sea. On picking them up, it struck me that they did not be¬ 
long to the resident species of Plovers that I knew were breed¬ 
ing in Kathiawar. One of the eggs was slightly broken at the 
top, the other entire. This evidence was enough to commence 
further observations. On taking the eggs to the bungalow I 
tried blowing them, but found that they contained well developed 
embryos. This also ascertained that the eggs had been Incubated 
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regularly and were not any stray eggs deposited here and there, 
as some migratory birds do. 

It was not until another twelve days that I discovered the 
Kentish Plover and its eggs, and I may say that this was almost 
by coincidence, for in spite of the fact that some shore birds such 
as curlew, shanks and small plovers were to be seen flying on 
the mud flats and along the creek, none indicated that they were 
nesting. However on the evening of the 17th June I nearly trampled 
on the nest when my shikari spotted the eggs. The eggs were 
warm which revealed that they were being incubated. As it was 
past sunset I was unable to clearly distinguish the bird which 
came to the nest immediately. It was a miniature plover. 

The next morning going to the nest I found the bird sitting on 
the nest and approached it as close as 20 yards before it left the 
nest. The nest was situated in a shallow sandy river bed about 3 
miles from the creek. The actual site of the nest was on a sandy 
holm, few feet awisy from a solitary green tuft of grass. The nest 
was made up of conspicuous tiny white pebbles along with minute 
shells. The three eggs which made up the clutch were embedded 
in the sand with their points inwards and downwards and were 
typical plovers eggs. Within 5 minutes both parents appeared 
on the scene and began feigning wounded by spreading out their 
wings and tail alternately. Coming in front and moving away in 
a crouching manner attempting to lead me away from the nest; they 
also emitted a call like wheel wheel at times. They were very 
shy of the camera and not having the necessary bird photography 
equipment I failed to secure a good photograph. However, they 
did not move further than 15 to 20 yards away from me; hence 
I made a very satisfactory study of the pair for about four hours 
with my binoculars and then took the eggs for my collection. The 
egg measurements arc as follows: — 

1 egg found 30*2 x 22*5 mm. 

Broken egg not measured, 
r 1 32-5 X 22*5 mm. 

Clutch of eggs < 2 30-7 x 22*7 mm, 

I 3 31-0 X 22*5 mm. 


I)iL Bahar, 

Bhavanagar. K. S. DHARMAKUMARSINHJI. 

5t/z October, 1946. 


ig.—WOODCOCK {SCOLOPAX RUSTICOLA LINN.) FEED¬ 
ING WITH POULTRY. 

While wandering up and down this mill stream my shikari drew 
my attention to a iarge snipe’ ! I looked round and there I saw 
a woodcock sharing the same food—chaff and grain from the 
nearby corn fields—^with a ‘Desi’ cock and hen. I flushed all the 
birds and the domestic chickens flew up into the yard of a small 
hut nearby while the woodcock flew on another few yards and 
settled. He did no? seem to be at all weak in flight and was in 
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excellent condition—I observed him from only two or three yards. 
J flushed him twice more and lost him in a corn field. Two days 
later, exactly the same experience happened to me at the very 
same spot. Can you grive me an explanation please. Don’t for¬ 
get the bird was strong on the wing, and seemed very lotli to 
leave his ‘friends’. The height of the spot is about 6000' or 6500'. 

Regimental Centre, 

Happy Valley, 

Shillong, Assam. E. G. DEEKS. 

November 1946. 

^o.—NOTE ON THE MIGRATIONS OF SWINHOE’S SNIPE 
[CAPELLA MEGALA (SWINHOE)] AND FANTAIL SNIPE 
[C. GALLINAGO (LINN.)] IN MALAYSIA. 

There are three possible varieties of snipe to be found in the 
Malay Peninsula, Capella sieuura^ C. gallinago and C. megala^ 
respectively the pintail, fantail and Swinhoe’s (or Chinese) snipe. 
The first and second are so identical in appearance that only a 
careful scrutiny of the plumage will reveal the difference. The 
last (Swinhoc’s) is a trifle larger and has a longer bill, otherwise 
ft is easily passed over in a bag containing other snipe. The only 
^certain metfiod of rapid identification of all three species is by an 
examination of the tail feathers. In young birds of the year these 
may not be well developed enough to show the characteristic 
patterns, but the number of feathers at once reveals the difference 
between them. The fantail has 10 broad feathers, Swinhoe’s snipe 
usually 20 of which the middle six are broad and the rest ‘semi-pin* 
type, and the pintail on an average 26, of which the middle ten 
are broad and the rest true pin feathers. 

The overwhelming majority of snipe shot in the Malay Penin- 
‘^ula are pintails. The occurrence of the other two is sporadic. 
Robinson and Chasen in Birds of the Malay Peninsula (Vol. iii) 
•simply say of the fantail that ‘it visits in very much smaller 
numbers than the pintail and many of the latter can be killed for 
•one of the former*. Of Swinhoe’s snipe there is the statement 
that it is ‘probably not at all rare in the Malay Peninsula’. As 
long ago as 1922 I was interested in the last species and kept a 
careful record of the number of snipe shot and the occurrence of 
fantails and Swinhoe’s in the bag. Every bird was subjected to 
as careful an examiination was possible. The results were as 
follows. The first examination was made on 6-2-22, and with 
an interval of two seasons, when I hardly shot any snipe, it was 
maintained up to and including 1936. The grounds covered were 
both on the east and west of the main range—^the backbone of 
the peninsula. No spocfially big bags were made in any one 
season—the biggest being 206 in 1928-9 season. A total of 1,360 
birds were scrutinised giving an analysis of pintail 1,350, fantail 
5 and Swinhoe’s 5. The bags were made at no particular dates 
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through the season and no apparent deduction can be made from 
this. The rare species were shot almost equally on both sides 
of the peninsula. It is clear that, unless my totals were weighted 
to a most unlucky degree, and allowing for mistakes, both the 
fantail and Swinhoe's snipe are rarities in the Malay Peninsula. 

Records from two other countries to the west and east of the 
Peninsula, have lately come to my notice. Mr. Banks in the annual 
reports on the Sarawak museum records the occurrence of these 
species in Sarawak over a period of four years—1927, 1928, 1929, 
and 1931. Unfortunately no reference is made to the number of 
pintail shot, presumably considerable as it is the common snipe 
of the country, but the other two species are evidently worth 
recording as rarities. The figures are—1927. 3 fantail, 2 Swinhoe. 
1928. 2 fantail. 1929. i fantail, i Swinhoe. 1931. 2 fantail. 2 
Swinhoe. 

In a note on the distribution of Swinhoe’s snipe in Bengal in 
Jonni,, Bomb. Nat. Hist. Soc., V'ol. 42, p. 442, by Mr. R. J. Clough 
(1940), there is the remarkable record— 

‘The first Swinhoe’s snipe to turn up in a total of over 16600 
in bags made since 1926-7 all within a radius of 40 miles from 
Calcutta’ (all examined for varieties). The fantail there is the 
common visitor. 

In the Phillipines me gala is said to be ‘very abundant at certain 
seasons in the ricefields’. (Hachisuka). 

The bird’s migration is evidently in an easterly direction to¬ 
wards the Moluccas rather than south and west. It is noticeable 
that the general line apparently follows the northern edge of the 
Sunda shelf, and at right angles to the prevailing wind—^the N.E. 
(China) monsoon—which blows strongly during that season. 

Seend, Wiltshire. J. R. KEMFE. 

Nt tv ember 1945. 


21.—OCCURRENCE OF THE WHOOPER SWAN [CYGNUS 
CYGNUS (LINN.)] AND GREATER EUROPEAN BUSTARD 
(OTIS TARDA LINN.) IN THE PUNJAB. 

His Excellency the Gov'ernor has asked me to write and tell 
you about the occurrence of several unusual birds in the Peshawar 
District during the last month. 

On the 29th December 1946 a single lone Whooper swan was 
shot at Dera Mohmin on the Kabul River in the Peshawar District. 
This is the third occasion in the last thirty years when this bird 
has been met with in this area. One was shot at the same spot 
by Mr. Domely I.P. in December 1910, and another by Brigadier 
Sir Hissamuddin Khan from a flock of four in 1927. 

A Greater European Bustard was shot on the Cajuri Plain 
on the 5th January 1947. It appeared to be a young female in 
rather poor condition, and its weight when cleaned was about 
Si ibs. 
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We understand that one European Greater Bustard was brought 
to Sir George Cunningham during his period as Governor, and 
another from the Charsadda Teshil was brought to Sir Norman 
Bolton in 1927. 

It is believed that an unusually cold spell in Afghanistan has 
forced these rare visitors down from Central Asia to the Peshawar 
District, as has occasionally happened in previous severe winters. 

Peshawar, 

6 ih January 1947. A. D. H. BIVAR, 

Captain^ a.d.c. to H. E. the Governor. 


22.—RECOVERIES OF ‘RINGED’ DUCK. 

Pintail {Dafila acuta). 

A pintail (Ring No. 83520-D) ringed by the Bird Banding 
Bureau, Moscow at the Astrakhan State Reserve on July 30th 
1944, was shot at Wankaner, Kathiawar State (Lat. 20®, 
Long. 71®) on the 24th January 1946. The recovery was reported 
by Maharaj Kumar Chandrabhanusinhji and the date and place 
of ringing by the Moscow Bureau. 

Mallard (Anas plaiyrhyncha), 

A Mallard in process of moulting, (Ring No. 87676-D) ringed 
at the Astrakhan State Reserve near Astrakhan Delta of the Volga 
River on the 14th January 1945 was shot at the Sakrand Lake, 
Nawabshah, Sind, (Lat. 26®, Long. 69®). Recovery reported by 
Mr. Hardit Singh, Inspector of Agriculture, Nawabshah, Sind, 
the date and place of ringing by the Moscow Bureau. 


EDITORS. 

23 ._DAWN.CH 0 RUS in a south INDIA FOREST. 

The valley faces east, and looks forty miles away across the 
plain to the sea and to the sun-rise. 

The Malabar Whistling Thrush is usually the first awake, and 
at 6.30 a.m. today (January 29th, 1946) his whistle came from the 
river-bed. The impatient rattle of the Black-naped Flycatcher 
was next, and soon a Small Green Barbet was calling. Several 
Yellow-browed Bulbuls woke up and talked sleepily to one another. 
From the far slopes came a Quaker-Babbler’s five-note call, follow¬ 
ed at once by the Spotted Babbler’s ‘wandering’ song, running 
aimlessly down the scale. It was now 6.36, and a Grey Jungle 
Cock crowed on the northern slope. A Small Sunbird sang its 
higher pitched song over and over, how it managed to take breath 
and to sing so fast I do not know. A Scimitar Babbler with Its 
liquid, bubbling notes joined in. Then a Fairy Blue Bird began. 
By the time it was 6.39 and the air was full of sound; the Spotted 
Babblers (with their four-note call and their longer song), Barbets 
and Yellow-browed Bulbuls being the chief contributors. At 6.41 



MJ^CKLLAN£QUS^ NOZES 


733 


the Ruby-throated Bulbul’s ixionotonous four-note call was heard 
trom several places, one bird answering another. The Emerald 
Dove’s mournful coo came in as a backing sound to the chorus. 
Grey Drongos began shouting to each other at 6.44, and, just 
after, the Malabar Loriquet’s high-pitched squeaky three-note cry 
showed that these last two species had begun their morning rivalry 
over the fresh honey in the flowers of the Acrocarpus fmxinifolius 
tree behind the house. The Pitta must have overslept, for his 
early ‘Good morning’ was absent today. And the Bluechat’s sweet 
whistle, which I heard yesterday did not join in. For ten minutes 
or so the chorus continued and then gradually died away, as they 
all settled down to the more prosaic job of looking for breakfast. 
Only the plebeian Grey Drongo continued to shout during meals.. 

Naraikkadu, 

NEAR Dohxavur, S. IxDiA. C. G. WEBB-PEPLOE., 

2cjth January, 1946. 


24.—MANGO-FRUIT—ON THE MENU OF THE COMMON 
PYTHON {PYTHON MOLURUS). 

This IS an account of a python swallowing mangoes ! ! The 
incident occurred in a tea plantation in the neighbourhood of Siliguri 
in the district of Darjeeling. 

Jn the month of June (1946), just before dusk, a few tea-garden 
workers returning after a day’s labour detected a python beneath 
<i large jnango tree in the tea-garden compound. The python 
was swallowing a mango which had fallen from the tree. The 
manager of the garden, who arrived at the spot saw the snake 
(itwouring the mango. The bulging of the neck region could be 
seen from a distance. Later the snake was killed. 

During the skinning of the snake, the oesophagus w^as also 
cut open, and four mangoes were recovered from it. The pericarp 
of these mangoes bore the marks of the teeth of the reptile, the 
fruits were otherw^ise intact. The length of the snake was 13 feet. 

After a detailed examination of the mangoes—found within 
the oesophagus of the snake, and also those obtained fresh from 
the tree, it was noted that they were infested with insect larvae. 
Fach mango contained two or three larvae. 

A diet of fruit is surely unusual for a snake. The four mangoes 
inside the alimentary tract suggests that they were not accidentally 
swallowed. 

The author’s acknowledgments are due to Mr. T. P. Banerjee, 
manager of the tea garden, for the observ’ations here recorded. 

Zoological Laboratory, 

University of Calcutta, 

35, Ballygunj Circular Road, 
qth November 1946. 
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25.—SEX OF MAHSEER AND BOKAR CAUGHT IN N.E. 

INDIA. 

Whilst fishing the Teesta with Mr. Langdale*Smith in 1943 this 
gentleman asked me if I had ever noticed that practically all the 
mahseer or bokar (katli) one caught are females. 

Until then I had not considered the point but afterwards, 
whenever it has been possible, I have opened out a catch at the 
end of a day’s fishing and confirmed that this is indeed correct. 

On a ten-days expedition in the Ledo Tribal Areas in 1944 
with Mr. Walker, the Political Officer, we made a careful check¬ 
up on practically all fish taken and found the percentage of hen 
fish to be approximately 98%. 

The time of the year was November but I have found the same 
thing in February and March before the rains come to put a stop 
to any fishing. 

It would appear from this either that the cock fish exist only 
in a proportion of 2% or that they do not take a bait, be it spoon, 
plug or fly. 

Mr. Langdale-Smith has indeed started up an interesting field 
of investigation and it would be of extreme interest if such an 
acknowledged expert as Dr. Hora would throw some light on this 
matter in the pages of your JournaL 

There appears to be very little accurate knowledge as to breeding 
periods of mahseer and bokar but it would appear that thercl^ 
no clear-cut month, or months, and breeding goes on througnoUt 
the whole year. It is probable, however, that Mr. Lan^ale- 
Smith is about the only man in India who has had both these 
species of Barbus under observation throughout the whole of die 
year. On his Estate, Rungli Rungliot, in the Darjeeling area;' he 
has several semi-natural pools fed by steeply-falling streams from 
the hillsides above and stocked with both. 

Some of the mahseer must be in the region of twenty-five 
pounds and have become extremely tame as they are fed regularly. 
On one occasion, whilst stopping at Rungli Rungliot I had the 
extraordinary experience of having one of the biggest take a large 
bunch of worms from the palm of my hand as I lay flat on the 
bank of the pool with arm at full length under water, the fish 
having been enticed closer and closer to the side by worms thrown 
in for him (or her). 

As far as I can remember the mahseer are kept separate from 
the bokar or else there are no large bokar with the mahseer. 

Any small bokar would probably be eaten by the mahseer. 

The bokar appeared to have bred in the shallow waters of the 
upper pools and it would be of great interest if Mr. Langdale- 
Smith could publish the results of his observations in this con¬ 
nection. 

Hoogrijan P.O., F. WOOLLEY SMITH. 

Upper Assam. 

3of/i September, 1946. 
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26.—KRAIT’S METHOD OF DEFENCE AGAINST CAT. 

I give the following account of a Krait's method of defence 
against cat and hope you will find it interesting, if not new. 

Soon after dark on the 29th ultimo children playing in our 
garden came hurrying to me and—told me that a cat was playing 
with a snake in the garden. 1 rushed to the spot and saw a 
Common Krait {Bungarus caeruleus) tightly coiled up and hid¬ 
ing its head under its coils, while our pet cat was trying to uncoil 
it. The reptile was feigning death, and so motionless did it lie that 
I was prone to doubt if it was alive, though its tight coils indicated 
that it was anything but dead. I touched it with a stick and 
satisfied myself that it was very much alive. The cat lost almost 
all interest as the krait lay quiet and did not give her battle. 
However, I forced the reptile to show its head which excited the 
feline’s interest. The cat evidently wanted to crush her enemy’s 
head, but the latter was extremely careful not to expose its delicate 
but deadly part of its body. As the contest was proving tedious 
1 forcibly uncoiled the snake and pressed it by its neck with a 
stick, whereupon the wrigging—mass of its body immediately 
curled round the—stick. This new development excited the cat^s 
interest and she caught per prey by its tail and gave it a nasty 
pull. I soon let go the snake—^hoping that a real fight might now 
ensue, but to my great disappointment the krait again went into 
tight coils hiding its head effectively and so—the cat again lapsed 
into inactivity. I killed the krait—wdiich measured exactly two 
feet. 

Conce<ling that the Common Krait is timid by temperament if 
looks a little strange it did not make the slightest attempt to 
bite the cat, nor did it resort to hissing. I think the reptile’s 
passive resistance was remarkable, while our pet cat distinguished 
herself by her ‘sporting’ spirit in so far as she disdained to strike 
an opponent who would not retaliate. 

80 A, Kurla Road, V. M. VASU. 

Akdheri, Bombay. 

Sth October, 1946. 

27 ._ADDITI 0 NS to ‘THE LIST OF BUTTERFLIES OF 
THE SIMLA HILLS’ PUBLISHED IN VOL. XLI, NO. 4 (SEE 
ALSO VOL. XLV, NO. 2). 

287. Lethe alcetat, Hew. J Baghi, 9.000', September. 

77 . Maolola luplaus cheeiia M. Xachar. 7,000^ July. (See note in 

Vol. XbV, No. 2). 

288 . Ypthlma Inlcc, Hew. 9 Chandigarh, 2,000^, 12/11. This butterfly 
seems to be abundant in parts of the Punjab and may possibly be common 
at the foot of the hills. On the wing it is very like V. asterope and may 
easily have been overlooked. 

289 . Umealtit trlvera hydupei, M. 6 Pangi, 9,500/, June. This is a 
very different butterfly from L, trivena pallida, the race that is so common 

llA 
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near Simla. As ligyes and trivena are races intermediate httwtea hydaspes 
and pallida it seems probable that both of these must also appear somewhere 
in .the, country between Pangi and Simla. 

290 . Evcres dlfwiMei. Cbaf. cS Simla, 6,500', May. 9 Simla, April. 

291 . Thecta iika« He N. De Niccville mentions a ^>ecimen caught near 
Simla on May 20th. 

292 . Caproaa raasoiaetti (? tiyteri, De N-). Mr. Wood-Robinson In¬ 
forms me that he caught what must be a specimen of this butterfly near kalHa 
early in 1946. 

293 . AslyciNii pythlas baabusae, M. J Subathu, 4,500^. 

294 . PaMpalla cmom lagicafaica, M. cf Shipki District in July. 


Notes* 

21. Pleria aapl. 1 possess a 9 from Nachar which appears to be typical 
race Moataaa. Evans gives the range of aioataia as from Sikkim to S. Shan 
States. Napi, however, is a very variable species. 

226 . Spiadasif diaui aaiforaiis, M. Further records S d 6 Chaba, 
3,000', 10/8; Kalka, 3,000", 3/10; Simla, 5,000", 9/8. 

285 . Isaicae aedipodea aefina, Ploti. A further record of a cf from 

Chaba, 3.ooo^ 6/9" 33. 1 have a suspicion that our records of Ismene jaina 
fergussoni relate to this species. 

Jamnagar. M. A. WYNTER-BLYTH. 

jth November 1946. m.a. (Cantab). 


28.—ADDITIONS TO ‘THE BUTTERFLIES OF THE NIL- 
GIRIS’ PUBLISHED IN VOL. 44, NO. 4 AND VOL. 45, NO. i. 

305 . Pareaeala Valeria bippia, $ ferai pblitaiela, F. One specimen from 
Kallar in the B.N.H.S. collection. 

3 ) 6 . Lyeseaeftbes eoMlas eaialai, Fd. Specimen from Kallar in B.N.H.S. 
collection^ 

307 . Haeora badra badra, M. Listed by Yates in hi*^ revision of Hatpp- 
son’s list of Nilgiri Butterflies, Vol. XXXVIII, No. 2, of the B.N.H.S. Journal. 

Note on Yatts’ comment (in Vol. 46, No. i) on my statement that Euthalia 
evalifia laudibilisj Swin^ * seems to be common round Bangalore’. I visited 
Bangalore for three Jays in .September Of 1943 and saw one or two specimens 
of this butterfly on the wing in the Cantonment: I also saw two specimens 
recently caught in the Cantonment. 1 have been in correspondence with Mr. 
Yates and the appearance of this butterfly in Bangalore seems to be most 
exceptional. 

Jamnagar, M. A. WVNTER-BLYTH 

yth November 1946. **•*• (Cantab). 


29.—NOTE ON THE BUTTERFLY VALERIA VALERIA 
HIPPIA (FABRICIUS) 9 FORM PHILOMELA. 

This form mimics DaneUs aspasia, F. which flies with its mimic 
in Burma but does not appear in India. Neverthaess phUomela is 
found in S. India (Kanara and the Nilgiris) and also at Jubbulpore 
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(mihi), Calcutta (Sanders) and in all probability throughout N.E. 
India. 

To quote from Bell, 'The ground colour (of philomela) UPH 
at . base in interspace la, over the whole of interspace i, area of 
cell^ and at base of interspace is suffused with bright yellow. 
On UNH the same areas are dull ochraceous.* 

He further states, presumably with reference to N. Kanara, 
that, “This form does not appear till the end of the rains; in a 
brood of, say, 15, of which 7 arc 9 9> * 2 may occur with 

these yellow markings.’^ 

Talbot in the F.B.J. (Butterflies, Vol. I, 2nd Edition) states 
“Models and mimics usually will be found to occupy the same 
faunistic area, and to fly together. ... As a general rule the 
mimic is not found beyond the geographical range of the model; 
but there arc some notable exceptions, as, for example, the forms 
of Valeria, which resemble Danaids that do not fly in the same 
area. This case is explained on the ground that their chief enemy 
is a migratory species of wagtail (Rosa, 1937).*' 

Mr. Silim Ali, with whom I have discussed the matter, says 
that he knows of no wagtail that migrates from Burma (or Malaya 
or the E. Indies, where both butterflies occur) to S. India, N.E. 
India and the Central Provinces. Furthermore he does not like 
the idea of a wagtail as a selective agent . . . especially in the 
case of a powerful and fast-flying butterfly such as Valeria, A 
wagtail mi^ht pick up the odd weakly-flying butterfly settling on 
grass or low-growing flowers, but never, surely, one of the habits 
of the species under discussion. 

Tw^o other solutions occur to me. 

If Valeria is a migrant from Burma (or Malaya or the E. Indies) 
to India the sporadic occurrence of pJiilomela is only to be expected* 
Unfortunately I can find no evidence to show that it is a migrant 
at all ^except that its trivial name, the 'Common Wanderer*, leaves 
a suspicion that such evidence does exist). I have direct evidence 
that mimics can and do exist in areas far removed from that in¬ 
habited by their patterns. Papilio polytes 9 form romulus has 
been recorded by me from Simla while its pattern Polydorus hector 
is not found nearer than Bengal. The romulus form is also found 
in Kathiawar where Polydorus hector is absent. Papilio polytes is 
a migrant. 

Secondly it does not seem beyond the bounds of possibility 
that Danais aspasia once flew in India with its mimic. Change 
of climate or other causes may eventually have eliminated the 
Danaid whilst the hardier and more adjustable Valeria survived, 
the occasional occurrence of the philomela form being a relic of the 
days when it flew together with D. aspasia. 

It should be noted that we have been unable to obtain the 
paper by Rosa quottxi above. 

Mann Villas Palace, M, A. WYNTER-BLYTH, 

Jamnagar. m.a, (Cantab). . 

3rd November 1946, 
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30—AN ABERRAfNT FORM OF NEPTIS HYPUS ASTOLA. 

{With a, plate). 

The upper figures in the plate show the upper an 4 w 6 er sides 
of a very interesting aberration of Neptis hylas aftala, M. and 
the under fipires those of the typical form (D.S.F.j specimen 

was very kindly identified for me by Brigadier apd is now 

in the British Museum (Natural History). The Geh(|ri|I says that 
the special interest of the specimen lies in the supp|*ea||ion of the 
broad central band on both fore and hind wings ftn^ the post 
discal band on the hind wing. Also in the enlarg«a|ent of the 
normally very narrow and rather obscure central banQ flip the hind 
wing and the enlargement of the submirginal band op the fore 
wing. 

The specimen was caught in March at 2,000' ip the Chota 
Rungeet valley, north of Darjeeling. The typical Neptis hylas 
QStola, M. is very common and specimens may be seep pll the year 
round but the new broods appear in March. 

Tukvar T.E., 

Darjeeukg P.O. E. W. MAUDE. 

zyth Twgusf 1946. 


31.—THE MALE GENITAL TUBE IN INDIAN LAMPYRWAE. 

{With two diagrams). 

Sharp and Muir in their well-known treatise on the compara¬ 
tive anatomy of the male genital tube in Coleoptera (Trans. Ent. 
Soc. Lon. 1912) have included four species of Lampyriaae of which 
Luciola vespertina F. alone appears to be from India. The morpho¬ 
logy of the male genital tube has not been studied so far in any 
other Indian Lampyrid. The present paper describes the mor¬ 
phology of the male genital tube in four species of Lampyridae 
from India. 

1. Latnprophorus tenehrosus Wlk., from Tambaram and 

Pampadampara, N. Travancore. 

2. Lamprophorus lutescens Wlk., from Lushai Hills, Assam. 

3. Luciola gorhami Rits., from Nagercoil, Trivandrum and 

other parts of S. Travancore. 

4. Diaphanes sp. (D. planus Gor. ?), from Pampadampara. 

The following observations were made from micro-dissections 

and from whole mounts of the genitalia treated in caustic potash. 

I am deeply thankful to Mr. J. C. M. Gardner, Forest Entomolo¬ 
gist, Dehra Dun for his valuable help in the proper identification 
of species. 

Lamprophorus appears to be the most primitive in its outer 
tube of aedeagophore being composed of unmodified sclerites of 
the body wall. In both L. lutescens Wlk. and L. tenehrosus Wlk., 
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the median lobe projects beyond the lateral lobes (parameres). It 
is comparatively much longer in lutescens than in tenebrosus. The 
median lobe is more or less uniformly narrow in both species. 
Lateral lobes are undifferentiated, setose and consolidated basally» 
Basal piece is an arched symmetrical plate which runs from the 
base of one lateral lobe to the other and also articulates with it 
near the base. 

In Diaphanes and Luciola the outer tube of the aedeagophore 
is composed of modified sclerites of the body wall. The aedeago* 
phore is supported by a well developed chitinous branched frame 
work probably formed of the posterior most sternal elements. The 
mediam lobe in Diaphanes sp. is club-shaped and as long as the 
lateral, but never projects beyond it. In Luciola gorhami Rits. 
the median lobe is apically bulbous and as long as or slightly 
longer than the lateral. The lateral lobes are apically slender 
and membranous in Diaphanes. They are undifferentiated and 
uniform throughout in Luciola^ although much stouter than the 
median lobe. The lateral lobes are consolidated basally. The 
basal piece is irregular and asymmetrical in Diaphanes^ but in 
lAiciola forms a slender and symmetrical arch which articulates 
with the posterolateral angle of the lateral lobe. 

Madras Christian College, J. SAMUEL RAJ, m.a., 

Tambxram. Lecturer in Zoology, 

lofh October 1946. 


32.—‘TERMITE FUXGT. 

In volume xxxv, p. 909 of the Journaly I published a note under 
the same title, together with a photograph, and now I have come 
across a second instance of the kind, but this time the termites are 
not of the mound-building type, but a timber destroying species. 
In a corner of the compound lay some rotting branches and strips 
of bamboo. The termites had attacked this material and covered 
it with earth in the usual fashion. The earth was overlaid with 
what appeared to be ‘fungus garden’ material and out of this a 
rich crop of Agarics appeared. This species appeared to me to 
be larger and different from the one that was ‘grown’ by the 
mound builders. (I have sent specimens to Prof. S. R. Bose and 
perhaps some day he may be able to enlighten us on the identit}^ 
of the species.) 

As soon as the presence of the fungus was discovered by the 
local Maharatas they gathered in the crop—a small basket full— 
for the ‘pot’ as this species is eaten. Without questioning the 
people, they informed me that these fungi always appear where 
the termites are present! This information is interesting, but it 
may be argued that the damp conditions favoured the developmenf 
of the fungus without having any connection with the termites.; 
However this arguement alone does not explain the fact as it re* 
mains to be explained how the *fungus garden’ debris got there 
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without the aid of the termites. Further investigation of this 
subject would no doubt be interesting and perhaps prove useful 
as a step towards fungus cuftivation for purposes of food,, 

loB, Pali Road, 

Bandra. C. McCANN. 

22nd September 1946. 


33,—RANDIA CORYMBOSA WIGHT & ARN. {RUBIACEAE) 
A NEW RECORD FOR THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 

In April 1945 Dr. M. Suter sent me a specimen of Randia 
which he could not place with certainty. After a careful examina¬ 
tion of the material I experienced a similar difficulty. I asked 
Dr. Suter to send me further material which he very kindly did 
and, what was more helpful, he sent the specimens in a fresh 
condition. Pursuing the subject further with the fresh specimens 
and the literature available I concluded that we were dealing either 
with a new species or an ill-defined one. I preferred the second 
alternative, and decided that the plant in question is no* other than 
Randia CandoUeana W. & A. The descriptions in the available 
floras did not satisfy me and, so I went back to the original des¬ 
cription in Wight and Arnott’s Prodromus. All the authorities 
agree that Wight and Arnott’s R. corymbosa and R, CandoUeana 
are synonymous and I agree with them. However, under the 
circumstances there arises a question of priority. The two names 
appear on the same page (p. 399) but R. corymbosa appears above 
R, CandoUeana, what is more, they are also numbered 1232 and 
1233 respectively; further, in Wight’s Catalogue the names follow 
the same sequence and are numbered 1279 and 1280 respectively. 
To be in keeping with the Rules as the name corymbosa appears 
first, followed by CandoUeema I adopt the name R. corymbosa and 
religate R. CandoUeana to the list of synonymy. 

Wight and' Arnott had only a single specimen of their R. corym- 
bos a and they had not seen the fruit. The fruit of their R. CandoU 
leana they describe in two words “fruit globose”. There is barely 
^ny difference between the two descriptions except on the amount 
of pubescens—^however, a point worthy of note is the authors* re¬ 
mark, viz., “The limb of the calyx, when the fruit advances towards 
maturity, appears, from various causes, to he more or less com¬ 
pletely broken off.” This point I have also observed—no trace 
of the calyx appear to persist as in the case of some of the other 
species of the genus. 

In view of the incompleteness of the exi.sting descriptions I 
give below a revised description based on the fresh material and 
a combination of relevant matter from the existing descriptions. 
The main differences between the original and my description re¬ 
late chiefly to the flowers and fruit. The discrepancies are un¬ 
doubtedly due mainly to imperfect herbarium material. Randia at 
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the best of times is a nuisance in the herbarium on account of the 
rigid and often dreadfully spinous branches which not only get 
badly damaged themselves, but damage or destroy adjacent speci¬ 
mens. The large, hard fruit (when mature) is another disadvant¬ 
age and is often excluded from the herbarium. 

Another point worthy of note in respect to the genus Randia 
is that although the calyx and corolla are described as 5-merous 
they are often 6-merous and occasionally 7-merous. This I have 
often observed in R. tdiginosa and jR. Brandisi. The pubescence 
of the leaves and calyx is a variable character for age plays an 
important part—young parts are often densely pubescent finally 
becoming glabrous or nearly so. The presence or absence of 
spines is another variable character and not much reliance can 
be placed on this character as a rule. 

Randia corymhosa Wight and Arnoit, Prodr. (1834) p. 399, No. 1232. 

Randia Candolleana W. & A. Prodr. (1834) P* 399» *^33. Hook Fl.B.J, 

vol. iii (1880) p. 113; Brandis, Ind. Trees (1906) p. 383; Gamble, FI. Madr. pt. 
iv (1921) pp. 615-616. 

Randia deccanrtusi's BMldoni^^, h\ Ind. Or. t. 237. 

Dcscripium ; A small armed or unarmed deciduous tree with 
thick brown bark; young shoots pubescent. Leaves up to 150 mm. 
by 75 mrn., broadly elliptic, obovate, or arbicular, glabrous above, 
pubescent beneath, petiole 18-35 ^ong. Flowers in sessile 

cymes (crowded terminal corymbs, Gamble)^ flowers often in pairs; 
liracts deciduous; calyx campanulate, 12 mm. with a constriction 
below the teeth, pubescent; teeth 6-7, subacute; corolla 18-25 
across, tube 14 mm. long (to division of lobes), silky outside, 
lobes 6, 13 mm. long broadly oblong, thick, grabrate within, 
white turning yellow with age; anthers 6 inserted at the base of 
the corolla lobes, linear-oblong; stigma oblong, imperfectly 4- 
partite at the tip. Fruit ovate, globose, or elliptical, narrowed 
towards the apex—69 by 25 mm., crustaceous or squamaceous (like 
a Sapota), on a very short stout pedicel. Seeds numerous em¬ 
bedded in pulp, 3-4 mm., compressed, smooth. 

Disiributiou : Evidently confined to the dry hill forests of the 
Peninsula: Bombay Presidency, Madras Presidency, Mysore and 
Hyderabad Deccan. 

Localities: Naggur Hills, {Wight, Hk. /); Nullamallai Hills, 
near Kurnool {Beddome ex Hk. /); Anantapur (ex Brandis); Javadi 
Hills (D.B. Jan. 1882, ex Brandis); Kambakam Hills of Chingleput 
(ex Gamble); Lambton’s Peak in Coimbatore (ex Gamble); Katraj 
Ghat, near Poona, (Suter, Herb. McC. 5859 !). 

1 cannot conclude this record without expressing my sincere 
thanks to Dr. M. Suter for the specimens and for giving me this 
opportunity of describing this species in fuller detail. 


Bombay Natural History Society. 
iSth October, 1946. 


C. McCANN. 
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34.—THE GENUS CEROPEGIA~A COMMENT. 

Ceropasia Blatteri McCann. 

Ceropegfa Blattcrl nov. comb. 

C. odarata Nimmo in Graham Cat, Bomb. PI, (1839), p. 118. 

C adarata Hooker f. FI, B, I., 4 (1883), p. 75. non Nimmo, 

It is obvious from the above synonymy that a change of the name 
is necessitated as the specific name odorata is preoccupied. The 
name C, odorata Nimmo first appeared in Graham’s Catalogue in 
1839. The only description accompanying the name is ‘Flowers 
yellow, fragrant; so unusual in the genus’. In the same work 
there is a reference to another yellow species from Khandala, my 
C, Evansii; in Hookerf’s work there is reference to a white corolla; 
Trimen refers to a yellow species from Ceylon. As there is room 
for doubt, more so on account of the very insufficient description 
of Nimmo, the name C, odorata must be treated as a nomen-nudum,'^ 

The above observation by Mr. Charles McCann in the Journal 
Bombay Natural History Society^ Vol. 45, No. 2, April 1945 
on ‘New Species of Ceropegia and the synonymy of the Indian 
species 4’ is open to criticism. 

At the very outset, it should be pointed out that the name 
Ceropegia Blatteri McC, is not a new combination at all as the 
specific epithet Blatteri is new and is not an epithet of an already 
publi.shcd species. McCann should have stated noz\ nom, as it is 
a new name. 

Further he evidently confuses his whole statement by noting 
that ‘in the same work there is a reference to another yellow species 
from Khandala, my C, Evansii\ There is no reference in Graham’s 
Catalogue^ for another yellow plant. On the other hand, the 
floral corolla of that plant at Khandalla was described as follows: 
“Tube of the corolla swelled towards the base, of a dingy white,, 
inside of the crown, rose coloured.” To add to this confusion 
McCann’s next sentence namely “in Hooker f.’s work there is a 
reference to a white corolla; Trimen refers to a yellow species 
from Ceylon,” is quite ambiguous as it conveys no meaning even 
after referring to Hooker, f.’s Flora of British India^ and Trimen's 
Hand-hook of the Flora of Ceylon, 

Even then, the author is not justified in changing the specific epi¬ 
thet from odarata to Blatteri^ because the description of Ceropegia 
odorata given by Nimmo had been effectively published in Graham*s 
Catalogue of Bombay Plants (1839)* and according to the article 
36, section 5 read together with the article 44, section 6 of the 
international rules of Botanical Nomenclature, 1930, published in 
the Journal of Botany, Vol. 72, 1934® it had attained its validity. 
Even if this description is considered insufficient, as contended by 
McCann, the more or less complete description of Ceropegia odo^ 
rata Nimmo published by Hooker f. in the Flora of British India^ 
has definitely established the validity of the name. In view of 
these facts, the legitimacy of the name Ceropegia odorata Nimmo 
cannot be questioned. 
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For the reasons stated above McCann is not at all justified 
either in giving a new name or creating a new combination. In 
fact, the name Ceropegia odorata Nimmo stands as a good valid 
species as per article 44, section 6 of the international rules of 
Botanical Nomenclature, 193^* incumbent on every systema* 

tist to strictly follow the International rules of Botanical Nomen¬ 
clature while dealing with taxonomical problems. 

I am grateful to Mr. V. Narayanswami, M.A., Systematic 
.Assistant, Royal Botanic Garden, Calcutta for his guidance in the 
preparation of this note. 

SiBPUR Herbarium, 

Royal Botanic Garden, Calcutta. R. SESHAGIRI RAO. 

12th November 1946. 
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35.—NOTES ON SELF POLLINATION IN TWO ORCHIDS. 

It is well known that cross pollination is universal among 
Orchids and that the flowers show remarkable adaptations to attain 
this end. This aspect has been admirably discussed by Darwin 
(1899) in his book, “The Various Contrivances by which Orchids 
are Fertilised by insects’*. Cases of cleistogamy are admittedly 
rare in the family. But still there are on record a couple of plants 
like Neottidy CoraUorrhizay etc., which are known to be cleisto- 
gamic habitually; there are few forms which are typically adapted 
for cross pollination but under certain unfavourable circumstances 
tend to get self pollinated. This phenomenon as met within two 
such Orchids are described in the following paragraphs. 

Spftthoflottis filiaita Blume. 

Though no member of this genus has been reported from South 
India, in a wild condition, Hooker (1894) and Briihl (1926) record 
a couple of species to be indigenous to the Himalayan region. 
Spathoglottis plicata is long known to horticulturists in Sou^h 
India and it is the commonest Orchid under cultivation, perhaps 
on account of its freely flowering nature and also because of its 
handsome foliage and flowers. Its natural home is Malay Penin¬ 
sula (Bailey, 1917). 

It was noticed that in spite of bagging isolated flower buds, 
normal seeds developed in the ovaries of such flowers. A careful 
examination of the plants growing in various gardens revealed 
a remarkable method of self pollination to take place. In the 
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mature and newly opened flower, the gynostegium is about 3/4 to 1 
inch tall; it is narrower at the bottom but becomes broadened out 
and enlarged in circumference higher up (Figs, i and 2), present¬ 
ing a crescent shape in transverse section. The anther is borne 
terminally, the stalk of the anther being attached by a sticky 
substance to the underlying tongue-shaped rostellum. At maturity 
the anther cap which is in the form of a thin membrane is shed. 

After the flower opens, one sees the accumulation of a watery 
drop gradually bulging out from the stigmatic surface; as the 
accumulation increases, the drop comes in contact with the under 
surface of the rostellum and the latter structure together wi^i the 




Spathogloitis 


pUcaia Blunie. 



altarhcd pollinium now exhibits a strong tendency to recurve to¬ 
wards the stigmatic surface. This involves the pollinium to rise 
from its position and curl downwards. In the meantime the volume 
of the drop of the “stigmatic fluid” will have increased to such an 
extent that it touches the recurved rostellum and the pollinium 
from beneath and soon the latter slips down into the fluid. Now, 
perhaps the watery drop is withdrawn into the stigmatic cavity 
or it evaporates or both the phenomena operate and the result is 
the pollinium i!s drawn into the ^igmatic depression (Fig. 7)^1 
Pollen grains begin to germinate in this condition and pollen tubes 
are seen traversing the ovary 2 to 3 days after pollination. The 
sequence of the above stages are represented in Figures 3 to 8. 

Ridley (1888) observed in Spathoglottis Paulinae Fitzg that the 
pollinia slip forward at the same time remaining attached by their 
apex and curve round into the stigma and thus self pollination is 
accomplished. A similar phenomenon is noticed by the present 
author with regard to self pollination in S, plicata. In addition to 
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this movement of the pollinium, a recurving movement of the 
rostellum and the accumulation of a watery exudation from the 
stigma in the form of a large drop is noticed in S. plicata^ which 
facilitates the pollinium to slip into the stigmatic depression. 

Vanilla plantfolia Andr. 

Vanilla Sw. is a genus of tropical climbers with ^eshy stems, 
ascending to the top of tall trees and there producing green or 



1 


Vanilla planifolia Andr. 
p.t.= pollen tubes 
p=anther 

yellowish flowers. The stems strike aerial roots at the nodes, 
which besides absorbing nutriment, act also as hold-fasts for the 
climbing stem. Vanilla planifolia is a native of Central America 
and is under cultivation elsewhere on account of its pods whicK 
yield the commercial aromatic Vanillin. 

In the native home of Vanilla planifolia^ the flowers are polli¬ 
nated by small bees of the genus Meliope (Rolfe, 1909). Under 
cultivation hand pollination is practised. In Bangalore some plants 
have been cultivated for a very long time by some nursery-men, 
mainly with the idea of collecting and marketting the pods for 
local consumption. The writer gathered from the cultivators that’ 
they artificially pollinated (mostly selfed) the flowers but that some 
times normal pods developed even without any attempf at pollina¬ 
tion. This latter phenomenon was confirmed by the present writer 
when he bagged individual flower buds on the plant and watched 
the progress. 

Very frequently the pollen grains of the cultivated Vanilla 
planifolia put forth pollen tubes while still within the anther sac; 
division of the generative cell into male nuclei was also seen in such 
pollen tubes (Fig. 9). ,The endothecium ruptures af irregular 
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intervals. Pollen tiibes from^ the anicber sac grow downwards 
and reach the stigmatic surface and from this point enter the cavity 
of the gynostegium (Figs. 10 and ii). Fertilisation by the con¬ 
tents of these pollen tubes were seen to be normal and also the 
posNfertilisation development, which will be published elsewhere. 

It is well known that the structure of the flower of Vanilla 
planifolia is specially suited for pollination only by insects in 
nature. Pollen grains of this plant are according to Rotfe (1909) 
^‘simple and held together by viscid matter, not by elastic threads’*. 
This condition may be quite true of the plants growing in their 
natural habitat, but in those cultivated plants observed by the 
writer there are free pollen grains with thick exine, which feature 
becomes evident even at the uninucleate stage of tht microspores. 
Further, they germinate in the very pollen sacs. These characters 
may well be explained only as facultative adaptations of the plant 
to an unfavourable environment, where cross pollination is pre¬ 
vented due to the absence of the required insect visitor. 
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